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KRRATA. 1831, TART 1 . ^ 

F^ec 435, lines 10 and SO iVoin bottoj||. There should not be a full slop or new paraKraph, 
tbe aeotencc should run on firom roe quotation. • •’ 

In the Yeomanry l*aper,fMi 8 e 500, line W from the bottom, fow** pretty well” read ” Atted well.” 
Ditto page 502, line SI from the boUmn, for ** pontlon” read ■* formation.” 

Ditto W** ***»« 18 ^roifl the bottom, for *• their” read •• ihia.” 

Ditto page 504, line 3 from the top^for ” hone” read ” hour.” f 

Ditto 505. line fb from the imttom, fur ” Orst rank ” read ” front ignk.” 

Ditto page 505, lines S 3 and SO froiif the top, for ” division” read ” divisions.” 

• , ERRATA. 1831, PART A.* /• ' 

Taap 6 , line 34 from top, for ” second baitalicn” read ” two battalfoaif.” 

0, line S5 from top, for « by mere pressure” read " by the mere preii 8 OTR»%"“ 

Page 70, line 10 from bottom, for ” Druidar’s” read ” Dundas*s.”a 

Page 830, tine 3 from bottom/ for ” SOth of January” read « 21^ oiyannary.” 

Page sot, line 7 from bottom, for « Lucca” read •• Qneen.” 

, dfUi, line IS from bottom, for ” 1790” read ” 1707.” 

Page 805, line )S ffoili bpUon, for ” \iUrmer” read ” Wallace.” 

Pago 846,1^28 from bottom, for ” Schweling” read «< Scbeveliiigjr 
In oiirrepohortii«ft 14 brBr 3 ^aiKUMusenm Meeting, for « Capt. Blacltfiouie,^.N.” read « Cant. 
BdsIkOiWa, Unattsqhtd.” r # v.pc. 
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InAVAL^AND military MAGA2ai5i 


• TACTICS. 

WITH USrE&EKCE TO IMPENDING WAR. 

C’^tait de tous les arts le plus funestt/mais 
Calui qu*il faUait le jHus perfectionn^**-— 

• % 

The peace which had been purchased for liberated Europe by so 

much blood and treasure, is again drawing to a close. A factious press, 
conducted by ignorant and designing men, more frequently than mis- 
raid'ed enthusiasts, has at last succeeded in calling forth the fierce and 
destroying spirit of Democracy, 

** Whose wild incessant cravings spur 
FWni crime to crime its wor^ipper/* 

and has at the same time, as a necessary consequence, infused «fresh 
vigour into that antiquated absolutism which was gradually giving way 
before the increasing light and wisdom of the wb^ is now 

roused to fury by the necessity of self-defence. Continental Europe is 
thus divided between two hostile principles, th^t, like Milton's fiends, 
on the verge of battle, flown on each otner ^ 

• As when two black clouds 
With Heaven’s artillery fraught, come rattling on 
^ Over the Caspian, then stand front to front 
Hovering a space, till winds the sip;nal blow 
To join their dark encounter in mid air.’' 

• In such a^tate of affairs the sword alone can be leaned upon with 
safety ; for though our own shores may not immediately assailed, 
yet it will become our du(y Co protect Europe, and the cause of free- 
donv and' civilization, from^he rum that must follow any decisive victory 
gained by either of the contending partied We most be «like prepared 
to sajlHo autocrats or demagogues, **Thus far shall ye go, no farther:" 
and this n what we can say by the aid of arms alone, out as we can 
So tSfs with confidence, vw^eyever our military policy^and method of 
war shall do justice to the^power and the energy of our people, it may 
ndCf unvH^ suHh citcumstances, be dmiss to institute some inquiry !nto 
tl^eflEiciency of the svstem of war on which sifch mighty interests iVill 
%(mn be staked. AiSi as the only mode of conducting sucli an inquiry 
is to begin at the be^inning,^' shall for the? present leave miU- 
tey policy and organization entirely out. of the question, and merely 
^ in the^aiy mid soldier-like language, best befitting the subjin^t, 
tJ. S. Joitkn. No. May UWl. • ‘ 




TACTICS. 


and wiUiout any attempt to gam by sopfaiatSy oi^ evasion victory lif 
blat w^h the honest vmw of arriving at just proiesiuonal prin^ 
caples^^what is the object of Tactics, and how far does the modem 
smence of Tactics attain its object^ and do justice ifp the character and 
energy of the people of these inlands? L S * 

That tfie object of tactics is to arm, train, %n|[ ^tmct the soldier In 
mch a manner as to render him, when contending ugain^st the Onedi y, 
w i^mUable an engine of destruction as if dompatible with poerrauman 
; ^tur^.will probably be allowed on all hands ; eb that we havekt pre* 
only, to inquire how far that object is attained. We shdl firIK 
o^fine ourselves to the infantqr, not* only because it is the principal 
^^ppvVi.and diust afways cons1;ittfte the main strength of^rmies, but to- 
pluse cavalry tactfcd are in pridciple less faulty ; so that the wetness 
of that force 4ias been owing less to its constitution than to the manner 
in whic1i.it has been understood and TOed; whereas the strength of 
the infimtry, such as it«u, has^resulted* from causes ovet which tjctiISs 
had no^ggQlrol, b&t wl^p not being Understood by tacticians, have led 
them into a belief*t»f the wonder-working powers of their boast;ed 
science ; and has thus tended to keep up a system of delusion that has 
cost the country millions of treasure and thousands of valuable lives. 

The modern science of tactics teaches the soldier his position under 
arms, his facings and marching ; and it enables a commander to give to 
any number of men a uniform and simultaneous impulse and move- 
ment. ' But it contributes in nothing to develope or increase* the per- 
sonal strength, energy, and activity of the soldieSr, from whom, or all 
men,,tbe most active of exertions are demanded ; and not only may its 
exclusive use of the musket and bayonet be questioned, but it does not 
even inalCiict the''*%oldier in the skilful use of those arms, and leaves 
him consequently destitute of that confidence in his mode of fighting 
wkidi is always the sui^est forerunner of victory. Our present system 
of tactics is, in point of principle 4nd with few variations in detail, ex- 
actly what Prince Leopold of Dessau introduced into the Prussian 
army about a century ago ; St teaches men to act together, and is very* 
well 08 far as that goes ; but it is still far behind the Romin system, 
which not only taught men to act together, but to act boldfy and ener« 
geliGally : that system, which led to the <^nquest of the known world, 
develops in men of rather small stature a degree of pers^al strength 
that enabled them to perform marches, and to* construct works, that ' 
astonish us even at this^day, add rendered them above all, so.confident 
and skilful in the use of anns, that they neveimet their match in equal 
combat. And why do we rpmain so far behind the Romans? 1$ a 
musket an easier weapon to wield Ihan a sword or a hasta? Arp mo- 
dem soldiers taken from i class of mjpn more Inured to athletiaexercises 
than the ancients^ Or are the toils and difficulties of ntodermwai^ 
inferior to those t]^ ancients had to cottfead with? Verily I should 
think not. ^ The cause our inferiority miAt, 
in the opinion entertained by tacticians of the excellenco^bf mSy 
fw no mere ^nowledgment of its difficulties could We kept it 
tionai^ fer such a length of time. Let us try fhat boasted excdlence 
tberefere, and see what are the destructive powers possessed by an art 
whose object if destruction itself. They will proTObly Vb^found less 
fblVl^idabfe thap might qt first be suspected. ^ ^ 
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Supmlng diat^jOOd Frencfa were killed and wounded at 
loo, and idki^wing A)00 of these to have fledlen by the fire of the artil- 
lery and the sabres, of the ^valry, it leaves 15,000 to the share of the 
infantry | -and cb¥lf*.ting the*latter at A >,000 only, though the number 

E it ^as certainly ^eater, it required an entire day's hard fighting 
the %|P00 kad^isabted 15,000 adversaries : that is,* all the ex- 
*of t^ men during an entire day only brought down one 
enemyf ! ! Let not the retmer here think of two fencers* who by equal 
and couraae foil *6ich other^s exertions; there is no^^sudi thing as 
ying a mu&et-ball when f aimed, nor is Ihera any defen- 
sivq power in modern armies beyond what thdy deriv^from their ofiTen- 
sivtf strength ; for with modem arms qll fighting purely ofTensive. 
The above estimate of the- efficiency of mdHera tactics m^, indeed, be 
considered as highly overrated, because it applies only to fne most san- 
guinaiw battles fought during the war, such as that of Marengo, Tala- 
vebniL Borodino, and others, but by no means tb actions of minor note : 
at Roli 9 a only a few hundred French were hqrs-de^combak and at 
Vifbiera 16,000 British only killed and wounded ^2000 French, after 
what was called a smart action. 

Now, we are allowed on all hands to be more able-bodied men than 
the French, and illiberal as it may sound in these libcoral days, we are 
also individually a far mojre active and resolute people. The army that 
fought at Vimiera was composed of as fine men as ever left England, 
so that w% may take Jt for Ranted that they were, on an average, su- 
perior to the men of the French army. Let us suppose then for a mo- 
ment, that both parties had, by mutual consent, divested themselves of 
their arms and tactics, and fairly fought it out with^no other aid but 
their natural strength and courage, does it not follow, as a'^ inatter of 
course, that the 16,000 stronger must have so pounded the 14,000 
weaker men, as to have rendered the latter totally incapable of im- 
peding the progress of the former towards Lislton. If so, tactics, in- 
stead of strengthening the strong in proportion to their strength, must 
Ibe something that principally favours the weak ; an exceemng good 
reason, odle«would think, why the strong should look twice ot the sys- 
tem before they adopt and follow it with blind adoration. That it nas 
made us victorious, proves in itself nothing until it is shown that the 
success was Ahe most^ decisive, and attended with the least possible 
loss ; but twenty-five years of dubious yrar, convention of Cintra, 
and the lists of killed and wounded that were at times not much infe- 
rior to those of the vanquished enemy, form a sufficient quietus to all 
speculations upon those points. Achillesp would have been formidable 
evenfwith the arms of Thersites,*but it wqs only in the Vulcanian 
arms suitdd to his strength and power, that the Groddess-born became 
thviflnerable and invinmble : it is even thus with British soldiers ; they 
aie as formidaUe as men dn*be with the present systAn of tactics, but 
it is onb by a syitem capaole of doing justice to their energy and reso- 
Mony ullit, like Pelides rising in his strength,4lieir full power of action 
•can displayed. ^ , 


* * Throw 
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f 

. «« Throw your plaids. 

Draw your blades, 

Eveiy man jto set ; 

Pybrocfc of DonaM Dhu 
Nojr for tlie onset/’ — SiE W. Scott. ^ 

Having seen wliat is the destructive, or«as politjc^ economists would 
say, productive power, possessed by modern infantry, wlibii contendfug 
against those Who are about their equals ih ‘point of science, let is next 
see what the^^ can cifect when opposed to nietf who have fol&wed a 
more energetic mode of action, or when* contending against those wh 
by accidei^ or dpsign, h^^ ewided the only strong point of modern 
tactics, and struck at one of hs ninety-nine wc.nk sides. The result 
w'ill not be very ffa^teriiig t^tfie King making” science. ^ 

At . Prest(ftipans, 2000 highlanders, armed only with broad aavords 
and targets, overthrew at the very (ir^t onset nearly 3000 British in- 
fantry, and completed their defeat in about a quarter of an hour^^ tftc 
same was the case at iPalkirk : and* even at Culloden every poiiit of 
the line that the Id^hlanders reached in their clnxrge was completely 
overthrown. As we may be told that the infantry of 1745 was not 
equal to that of the ])rosent day, and as any person making such an ob- 
jection could probably not point out the dilference, we shall ourselves 
show in what it consisted. The infantry in ] 745 could neither move 
nor form with the rapidity of modern infantry'; they used wooden ram- 
rods, that during a quick and protracted tire were liable to bieak ; and 
they fought three deep as all continental armies do to this cla^ ; but in 
every other respect tliey were trained on the same principles, and 
fought exactly in the same manner that we do now ; nor did the defeats 
above statbd result from the wooden ramrods or from any tardiness of 
movement, for the Kind’s troops were all drawn up and formed when 
assailed by the hi^landers, and a charge could leave no time A>r more 
than one or two v^uys. Though lowlanders,wWe are proud of having 
worn the tartan, and we love the mountaineers, but we cannot claim 
for them any superiority of personal courage over the English ; for as 
yet no men of women born can make such a claim, nor aoe they in 
general considered equal to the Southerons in point of strength ; and 
as generalship was entirely out of the qu‘estion in these front to front 
jonsets, their victories must be solely attributed to their^superior and 
more energetic mode o§-iightiiig, and to the skilful use of a more effi- 
cient weapon. * 

That the King’s troops were ultimately victorious at Culloden, 
proves nothing in favour of their tactics ; for not only were they vastly 
superior in number, but ^tbey wero» aided by a succession of faints on 
the part of the highlanders that set^ all speculation utterly at defiance. 
The latter had made a long and fatiguing night-march towards J^fairn 
and back again they had l^en without food on the pr^ious day, and 
were without provisions on the • morning' of the; <battle ; t])py had 
neither cavalry nor artillery worth noticing; and though thair retrqi^ 
was perfectly open, though there were strong poskions all around, a«d^^ 
reinforcements on die march to join them, they yet drew up on the^ 
open heath of Culloden to fight an enemy nearly double their number, 

: 5\ and well provided with both cavalry and ^rtillcryv. Where is 
^e strat^us;, who, with the best drilled soldiers to b&ck the pride of 
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ipodern silence^ wouldj qfi level ground, have ventured to engage the 
overwhelming superiority of regular troops^ that these poor highlanders 
here so fearlessly encountered, and whom their good claymores would 
perhaps have overcome, had the leaders been at all worthy of the men. 
J3ut, as if the faults that* led to the battle had not of themselves been 
sufiiciehl to ensure defeat, the battle itself completed the measure of 
al^ imaginably follijps^ 'for tffe clans, instead of making immediate use 
of thelir owif forniidable ap^ mode of lighting, remained for up- 
wards of an hour perfectly inactive under the heav^ and discouramng 

« re of' the King’s artillery ; ^d when, after sustaining a heavy loss, 
^^ey did advance, the charge \wis but partially made*eveu by the lirst 
liny, the second and third taking no sl\prei^\^atever sii the «cth>n, and 
leaving those of their comrades who had been successful entirely un- 
supported. The Prince tob, with the feebleness of spirit that distin- 
guished him, and which was so ill-suited to his enterprise, remained 
perfectly inactive, forgetting that the aecon^ine is no place for him 
vraoiiwould win a crown at swor4’s point. * Had he known how to do 
justice to the qualities of his followers, and hSd h«», as in duty bound, 
lea the charge sword-in-haiid, not a man of his army would have re- 
mained behind, and, independently of the chances of victory such con- 
duct would have given him, the battle, if lost, would have been lost 
with honour, and the loss such a contest must have indicted on the 


King’s troops would at least have put all serious pursuit out of the 
question. 

The icfea of conquering England, before whose strength the mightiest 
of the earth have fallen, at the head of a few thousand of half armed 


inountaineers, seems now something more than ridiculous : and yet it 
is really didicult to say what the result might have been if the high- 
landers had followed up the victory of Falkirk with vigour and celerity. 
Their army was then at its greatest height in point of numbers, they 
were elated with success, and tlieir enemies de^^ressod by constant 
defeat : neither the Scdtcli lowlanders nor the people of England took 
.any active share in the contest, and the Ifisli rather favoured the Ad- 
venturer : a rapid return into England at the head of a more numerous 
and victofieus army, would have dismayed the adherents of the house 
of Hanover, and inspired the partisans of the old dynasty with a degree 
of confidence, which the previous unsupported advance and quick 
retreat froin^Derby could not call forth, so that the invaders would 
have had every tiling in their favour,»aud the English anny only to 
dbntend with. That army \f as not numerous ; it was probably as in- 
different to the cause a/ the rest of the nation ; there was no leader 


capable of inspiring it with enthusiasm, dnd worse than Oil, it had been 
defeated in every encounter, and ifl a manner too that could not fail to 
convince *both parties of the decided superiority of the highland mode 
%f fighting. Jhe inoimtaijie<irs indeed were in the highest degree con- 
fident, and feared no udds^vliatever : and men whose confidence results 
not from mefe vaitity, nor from an Ignorant undervaluing of their ene- 
Mes, but from a just appreciation of their daring and energetic 
•lAode of warfare, nrfyJbe considered, when justice^is done to them, as 
pretty nearly invincible. Had a man like Charles XII. led such sol- 
diers, he would have fought the battle for the crown of England, not 
at Cullodeii Duf^bn Hounslow Heath, where in the persdu of George II. 



6 


TACTIC^. 


he would^ hand to hand perhaM bare encountered no unut/rthy oon{* 
p^itor. But Charles Edward was unequal to such an undertakinff ; 
he retired when he should’ have advanced, forsook the cause^ on the 
first turn of fortune, and abandoned his^ devoted followers, without 
even offering his own worthl^ life in ransom for their blo^, to the 
savage cruelty of a conqueror/ whose defeats were less disgraoEful then 
his triumph, whose brows victory crownfid ipphodels instead of 
laurel, ana whose name will be handed ^pwn to posterity as the ex- 
terminator of an erring and misguided race, disljinguisbed for a degree 
of gallantry ahd of devoted attachment^ to theif ancient line of kings^ 
that would have* ensured for them the generous forgiveness and aAnS 
ration of aU who^had eithes the* head to appreciate or the heart to |eel 
the value of such care and noble aualities. 

Trusting Jto the reader's' indulgence fof this short digressior, we 
return to the thread of our subject, and proceed to bring forward 
other proofo of the weakness. of modem infantry, as by tactics esta^ 
blishei 

It is well known^hartill within these few years the Russians never 
ventured, unless when covered by cbevaux-de-frise,* to await the 
sword-in-hand onsets of the Turks. As soon as the turbaned warriors 
had been brought up by the iron spikes of the firm-footed Friezelanders, 
and had inhaled a little sobriety from the well-plied muskets ranged 
behind, then the victory was complete, the Faithful went to the right 
about, and leaving tents, guns, Pashas, and Viziers alike in the lurch, 
every man betook himself, for that year at least, J^o his own home. If 
on the other hand they broke in among the forefinger tacticians, 
which but for the chevaux-de-frise could hardly fail to happen, then 
the scymetar raged quick, fierce, and masterly, till checked only by the 
want of victims, or by the excess of the very fury that brought it into 
action. 

In the war of 1738 two scenes of this kind took place near Chotzin, 
in the first of which three Russian raiments w^re completely destroyed 
before they could be supported, though forming one of the centre 
squares of the army ; and in the second, the second battalion of the 
grenadiers of St. Petersburgh were cut up to a man by a simifor sword- 
in-hand onset, and with a degree of celerity that was not the least 
astonishing part of the whole transaction. We are indebted for a 
knowledge of these facts to the memoirs of Prussian oificeis sent on one 
or two occasions by Frederick IL to accompany the Russian armies t 
for the Russians themselves never mentioned these untoward events/' 
a sufficient reason perhaps for our not havin']^ a longer list of them, as 
the Turks, to whom the troiftile of fighting was enough, never ^vrote 
bulletins till they lately took up the science as part of the European 
system of tactics ; forgetting, unfortunately, that a good blo\( of a scy- 
metar is worth Qt least nine-tenths of la grande rcience. It was difring 
the same war that the celebrated Hassait Jascha raised the siege of 

S ” 

* For the manner in which the chevaux-de-frise were carried, piiS togetfael^ 
and actually manoeawred^ see Manstein*s Memoirs ; for the> Russians, with chaipc-* 
teristic ingratitude,‘neter mentioned the services of thm useful alli^. As to Uie 
general fact that most of the Russian and Austrian victories were owing, not to 
their tactics, but to their chevaux-de-frise, it may be gathered ^ven from the 
writings of^our o^n countrymen Bruce and Crawford. ^ 



TACTiGS. 


7 


castle Ziemooe in^mh a gallan% manner. He crossed over from 
the Tioad in open boats miring the night, and landed on a retired part 
nf the island with only 1500 men, few of whom had even pistols in 
4 iddition to their swords. Hairing set his skiffs adrift, he told his fol- 
lowers that victoiy was their only’ resource, and immediateljr led them 
s^inst the well-disciplined Russians^ mdh who had fought with success 
aff%inst the armies of FsedfStick himself ; but who were here so com- 
pletehr route^l^ the anperior courage and energetic mode of fighting 
of a handful of desperadoes* that those who escaped the scymetar, 
wed their safety less In tactics and science, than to the speed of their 
i^ndminious flight, and the vicifijty of the b^ts of their flhet consisting 
of ^ven sail of the line besides transports other vessels. , 

The affair of Dubitaa is still more ftriking, and js thus related in 
Bushin's Memorabilia (Merkwiirdigen Whlthandef) of modern times : 

A breach in the strong rampart that forms the onlf defence of 
Dubitza having been effected, .the assiult was attempted. But the 
making at the same moment a sortie^ and also forcing their 
wav sword-in-hand through the breach, inflictol so heavy a loss on the 
ImJ^rial army, that the latter, owing also to the appearance of another 
party of Turks who showed themselves at a distance, were forced to 
raise the siege and retire from before the place. The history of Poly- 
bius records the only other instance of similar daring to be met with in 
the annals of war." What Marshal Lascy says of the Turks and their 
mode of fighting, is too much to the purpose to be here passed over. 

The Tdrks," says he, are proud, most of them are also personally 
brave, and their very principles (grundsatze) make them hate their 
enemies. From this it results, that the actions fought against 4;hem 
are generally very sharp ; their great skill consists in the dexterous 
use of the sword, so that whenever they are successful they invariably 
kill and wound a vast number of men,'^ Against such a mode of fight- 
ing, the Field Marshal, himself one of the founders of the present school 
of tactics, knows no remedy but to cover his battalions with chevaux- 
&-frise. It is only behind the iron spikes of these faithful allies that 
cuirassiers and bayoneteers, the pink and jpride of modern tactics, are 
deemed sdfe from the simple scymetars of the bold and the resolute. 
Might not the Marshal’s own words serve as a funeral oration for his 
science ; and can its utter insufficiency be more strongly illustrated. 

That jthe 'Surks ha^e of late years been constantly the losers in their 
wars gainst the Christian powers, has-been ewing less to their want 
of tactics, than to their want of organizatiou, method, and subordination : 
without these all other nfflitary qualities are, in the present systematic 
mode of warfare, perfects unavailing, and of these the«Moslems have 
beenfotally destitute.* Had they combined these qualities with their 
former mbde of fighting, and known its full value and efficiency, the 
date^old cai^de-pointfi across the Balkan, would probably have been 
paid, for in Russian heads^in place of Turkish piast^s; for, as far as 
we can make ofit, it was* an enterprize found^ upon ho stratemcal 
fvinciplel whatever: but was merely risking an army, in the real Na- 
;pejleon style, on thcp^ance of events that fortune might bring about, 
rat which the strength of the invaders could not effectuate. It proved 
successful ; for war, like all other lotteries, has its prizes, whose glit- 
tering rewarils offer^tempting inducement to the leadersi though unfbr- 
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tiina^y Uie poor soldion invariably pay ‘^ftrftkuTe rftfehe blanks 
In such games of chance follow prettv clitse behind. 

' To'tte insian^ above quoted one of a later date must be added, be- 
'fllfise it is only by^foing made to pay for the impressive lessons of ex- 
. ]>erienoe^ that our vanity allows us to profit by them. After the first 
expedition to the Persian guff, 500 seTOys, trained and instlkicted in 
the European manner and commanded by English officers, were Jieft 
behind in order to check the marauding propensities of some of the 
native tribes'. This detachment was attacked, by a party of Arabs, 
who sword-in-hand rushed upon them ^ in the teal Turkish and high* 
land style, and \:ut them down almost to a man. We appeal to tne 
officers of the 05th reglmcnt^'^who were subsequently sent to avenge 
this insult, whethcjr that gallaiit cof ps ever witnessed a more precarious 
contest than that in which they were engaged with the tribe ot Ben- 
Ali : let them say what the result would have been, if the Arabs, who 
were far inferior in number^ to the, total of the British force, had, 
instead of opening out from the fire of the 65th regiment, borne strcd^ht 
down upon them, or had been so judiciously led as to arrive una- 
wares on the Briti^ line, in the manner in which they came upoii*’tbe 
picquets the night after the landing. 

But how, it may be asked, does it happen that soldiers regularly 
trained to war should be inferior to men who have nothing but native 
daring in their favour ? Simply because there is nothing energetic in 
' modern tactics : the men have no skill in the use of the clumsy arm 
placed in their hands ; they are not trained individual' exertion ; 
have, consequently, no confidence in their individual power, and only 
look'to the mass for results ; an error amply shared by all modern tac- 
ticians, who entirely forget that a mass of men has strength and voliie 
only in proportion to the strength of the individuals composing it. 
Nothing is so easy, therefore, as to account on just priiici[)les for the 
overthrow of the jnfantry in the cases above rited. We have seen bv 
comparing the number of killed and wounded in modern battles with 
the number of combatants, that it requires, on an average, more than a 
day's exertion to enable an infantry soldier to put an enemy hors^de- 
cmnhat; or we may say, that it requires 100* musket-shots *to produce 
that effebt. At all events the duration of a modern action, and the 
numbers engaged when compared with the execution done, amply 
proves how slowly regular infantry perform their work <if destruction. 
On the other hand, men who ^fight as the Turks and highlanders once 
fought, perform their work of aestruction in a very expeditious man- 
ner : they can hardly be exposed during moiV; than a minute to the fire 
of their enemies ; for 250 or 800 yards is the greatest efficient range of 
musketry-fire, and this i« a distance that active men will easily til&verse 
in about a minute without suffering much loss, we may presume, from 
those who, as we have seen, require a day each diefore they bringddowii 
an adversary. And when they close, what can modern infantry oppose 
to the bold and spirit-stirring onset of enemies, skilfol iirthe use of an 
‘arm whose every blow tells, and whose blows are dealt with 'a rapidity 
that soon puts all idea of priming and loading Vut of the question F 

* By some calculatioiiH uo Uws than 200 shots are required. We take 100 as 
'tlie lowest estimalte we have seen. 
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Their basinets, perliapt»~^'mifiit ien$alis amici T Let any one hold 
up at arm's length^aanusket and a bayonet, feel its weight ai^ hauj^i- 
ness, and look at its form ; he will first see the .thidk. and clmnsy butt 
bending downwards, then the«straight line of the barrel with its neavy 
lock, next the arm of the bayonet standing off at a right angloj ana, 

, lastly, the shaking blade itself again sllmting away to the right ;^the 
en|ire of the rickety ;Eig-«a^instrument measuring from butt to point 
six feet twd**inches, projecting, at the position of the charge, about 
three feet and a half from* She soldier's person, and weighing twelve 
nounds ; and this is the sort of thing with which soldiers, totally un- 
Rraftied to its use as an arm of personal combat, are enpehted.to oppose 
the^ sword, the handiest and most eificient Weapon ^ver pyt into the 
destroying hand of man; and the vfiry wave of^which acts as an 
elect^fying power on the spirit of the braVe. * 

Tim bayonet may in full truth be termed the grand* mystifier of 
modern tactics. Musket •balls have brpught thousands and thousands 
oftil^n to the "ground, because hundreds of th^hsaiids of shots are fired 
oil .every occasion; round and gihpe have alsc helped to irrigate the 
thfrsty earth with the blood of her children ; the sabres of the cavalry 
have occasionally dealt efiicient blows, and the spears of the lancers may 
at times have overtaken some wretched fugitives, who had not sufficient 
courage to face even so paltry an arm ; but the bayonet shines in virgin 
brightness, hailed as the victor of every field, and yet undimmed by 
the blood aijighlin^ men : it is the arm, par excellence, of an age whose 
power of intellect wins battles by mere pressure of a fore-finger and by 
the bloodless dlsula^of this Mesmerian arm, before which the heads of 
the mighty are bowed to the dust, and the backs of the fierce turned 
to hasty and igiioininious flight. 

That men have fled before our bayonet proves nothing. The science 
of tactics, rendered necessary in order to curb the evil propensities of 
maukiud, can rest' with safety on the sad and melancholy power of de- 
struction alone. The effect produced ^on the imagination can never be 
^relied upon, because the effect produced one day may not follow on the 
next : the hVeiicli cavalry generally stood the charge of the British ; 
why theif should the infantry always be expected to run away ? and 
what would have been the consequence if in some of the headlong 
attacks made by British infantry upon vastly superior numbers, they 
had come agginst foes provided with efficient arms, well-skilled in their 
use, and closing as boldly us the French cavaJjry generally did ? If by 
good fortune this has not yet happened, it may happen, and should, 
therefore, be provided a|^in$t ; for military history is little more than 
a succession of delusions that disasters Imve alone dispelled. 

Ii|iviiig seen how far tactics and* training (^^ualify the soldier for close 
fighting, *let us next see how he gets on in distant and other occasional 
•ino4es of combat. . 

After the hufortunate dttdck on Rosetta in 1807, t&ree conmaniQS of 
the 78th and some other detachments, whilst attempting to effect their 
saetreat to Alexandria, were defeated and taken by a party of Alba« 
; Ilians, who surrounded them, and kept them constantly at long shots, 
without over attempting to come to close quartei^: it was, on a small 
scale, ail exact renewal of the defeat of Crassus and his legions, witlioiit 
the Romuif skill iji haiid-to-hand combat, could the action .have been 
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iMoght to^that iBgae; The AltiepianB# oi^g^td die wretched construc^^ 
d^ of their lon^ and unwieldjr muskets^ and ta tbe badness of their 
attumimti^n^ their balls being invariably cut or hammered into any 
fiMpe but a round one> are wdl known to be even worse shots than the 
trained soldienr of Europe^ and their only mode of fighting omsist^ 
like that of the Parthians^ hi keepino their enemies at a*distBaee. . 
Yet before such men was a strong detacbiheii^ of Jthe proved soldiery of 
England forced to lay down their arms! Totally unskilled in any 
mode of individual contest^ they sought shelter only in a square, and 
thus presented an almost infiilliDle mark to the aim of their unskilful 
enemies:, their own fire being at the sahie time too inefficient to nialfo 
any impression on their <i6(^ttesed foes, who, it is well known, would 
not have remained in the omn* field exposed to much danger ; for the 
Greek revolution war, the Uhrbic struggle par excellence, offers ro in<- 
stance of a Greek or Albauian force ever risking the loss of even fift^ 
men in the open plain as long as th^. means of flight were in tlieir 
power. That the Albanians far out-numbered our troops on this 
sion is very true, but«4t is the object of tactics to render the few 
capable of contending against the many. 

Several of the actions, or skirmishes rather, fought during our last 
American war in Upper Canada, furnish ample proof of the disadvan- 
tage under which mere tactical soldiers flght when contending against 
men who, however inferior in every essential military quality, happen 
to be individually superior in the use of arms. Owing to our firmness 
and discipline, we were generally victorious in those actions ; but as the 
actual fighting took place with arms in the use dt which we were far, 
and neeSessly inferior, our success was always attended with a greater 
proportionate loss than what we suffered when contending against the 
disciplined armies of Europe : a loss much greater too than what should 
have been experienced from enemies who, however brave and euperior 
in point of numbers, were yet far from being our equals as soldiers. 

One of tbe actions of this ill-conducted wan* is too strikingly illus- 
trative of the effects of tactical training to be here omitted. 

An American army, that in European warfare would have been 
called a corps, was surprised by. the 49th and 89th regiment^ Vit a place 
called Stoney Creek. The attack was made by night ; the sentinels 
were cut down before they could give the alarm, and so well was every 
part of the onset conducted, that the enemy were literally found fast 
asleep in their tents and. bivouacs : the victory was actually gained be- 
fore a single man had been lost But the evil genius of modern tactics. 

That paged thing of sabre sway, 

‘ With front of brass and feet or clay/' ^ 

grants no bloodless victories, and was not to be defrauded ' by either 
party of its usual share of slaughter: the men,^ totally unused tq9the 
royonet as an am of personal contest, bbghn to fire ; tlie Americans 
sprang to their ams, a desultory night-action commenced in the woods, 
all the advantages of the surprise were completely frustrated, and tbii' 

— — -.Ss i.- 

* Ill-conducted by tbe Engliih and Canadian Governments. The defence of the 
immense frontier of Canada by a few weak battalions and untrained prorindals, 
reflects tbe Jiighest credit on. the actual defenders. ^ ' 
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J3ritiBh> thAigli as usual* victorious, l^t friends and foes, nearly as 
many men as their df^eatdd adversaries. 

« Tne skill of the Americans in the use of the rifle was very.'couspw 
cuous during the late war, an^L as brave men, they naturallv made the 
most of the advantage. But* tne tales of wonder related or that skill, 
^rove how ignorant men generally are of the real power of fire arms ; 
Ihr no arms ever cons^uctfed by human hands could, if fixed and level* 
led* with matbSmatical precision, come within fifty degrees of what is 
told of every Kentucky rifle*. * Nothing can give a«more striking proof 
of this than the fact, that in all the actions fought on ppen ground, 
iKicte the fire of both parties cofild tell, the fire of the opnrmon English 
shots invariably produced a ^cater effigct than that of the most skilful 
Americans. This assertion is not to besturhed against us ; for it must 
be regollected, that owing to the many*advanta^ef fire possessed over 
the Americans, we should, in spite of their superior numbers, have in- 
flicted a heavy loss on them with little risk to ourselves, had we been 
atSl their eqdals in the use of arms. * . 

In both our wars with America we have suflered from their supe- 
rior skill with the rifle, not so as to influence ultimate results certainly ; 
for ill as those wars were conducted on our part, it was only a factious 
press and opposition that forced the Government to make peace when 
success was actually within their grasp ; but the fall of every soldier 
who is lost owing to the superior skill of the enemy in the use of arms, 
is a reproach to the system under which he is trained, and which leaves 
him inferfbr to those against whom he is called upon to contend. It 
is a double reproach %pon us, becai^ Englishmen are particularly apt 
at learning all military and athletic exercises : and there is certainly 
no witchcraft in good rifle or musket shooting ; it is an art that all men 
of ordinary nerve and powers of vision may easily acquire, but as our 
soldiers are not like the back-woodmen of America, and the foresters 
of Germany, trained to the ]iractice from infancy, good instruction 
must make up for that disadvantage ; but the present^mode of drill only 
tends to make men bad shots, as Fromm, in his ** Direction for the 
Instruction of the Infantry in the use of fire-arms,” very clearly proves. 
We have yet derived no benefit from the experience so dearW pur- 
chased in those two wars ; and were we again called ujion to take the 
field in Canada, our soldiers would be individually found just as unfit 
for that pecuyaf warflwe as ever. 


The chaige once made no warrior turn the rein. 

But fight or fall a firm embody’d^rain .— Bodk iv. 

There ik another, and to us a ve^y important point of view in which 
the;.%i8uflicienc^ of modern tactics must be considered: and that is the 
helpless condition in which.it will always leave the infantry when ex- 
posed in the open field to fhe attacks of cavalry who shall know and do 
their duty. Many will no doubt term this perfect heresy, and refer 
•the writer to the Book of Regulations for the various pretty and inge- 
nious modes of forming sc^uares, and to the events of the last war as 
ample proofs of their .efficiency. The Book of Regulations we honour 
to the full dkteiit o^ its value, but are not dispos^ to take it for two- 
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thirda more thi^n its worth. A complete sys^cftn of taetics^ ks complete^ 

a such a science can be^ must commence by a. mofle of training capa.« 

I of devdoping all the strength and activity the recruit may possess: 
it shonld then mstruct the soldier in formation, movementj and the 
simultaneous power of action : and lastly, it should render him skilful 
in the use of arms. Of theses three parts of such a system, vfe have as^ 
yet the second part only ; so that a referouccwto the book had bette{ Us 
delayed till the first and last chapters are added to the ^ume. 

But the events ofilast war, it may be said, amply establish the effi« 
ciency of infantry squares. The events of last* war, when duly conn.* 
dered, only ^roire that the general fihlure of the cavalry, which ^ 
admit, has, instead of leading to a clue investigation of the cajises 
of such failure,* tended, oh ftie contrary, to disseminate and foster 
one of the most palpable/ and to us, wlio from our insular csitua« 
tion must generally be weak in cavalry, one of the most dangerous 
delusions that ever yet perve/ted m^itary vision. The proofs of the 
assertion are not difficUU to find.* * 

Supposing a body ofiv cavalry to dharge a square of infantry, to do 
their duty and not to open out from the fire of the infantry as is gdne« 
rally the case, one of three things must follow as a matter of course,*--* 
either they must fall by the fire of the musketry, be arrested by the 
bayonets, or they must, dead or alive overthrow the opposing ranks of 
the infantry. Now without again reverting to the number of musket- 
shots that tell, we know very well that, to the utter astonishment of 
many officers present, entire volleys were fired at Waterlbo and at 
Fuente de Ouinaldo, without apparently bringing down a man, how- 
ever .many might have been hit. We also know that not a single one 
of the enemy’s horsemen perished on the bayonets of the kneeling rank 
in either of these actions : and it is of course perfectly evident that a 
horse at full speed, even if killed by the projecting bayonets, which is 
possible though not probable, would still by his very impulse overthrow 
all the files opposed to him ; and thus make an opening for those 
who followed. In the present state of military training and opinion^ 
the infantry could offer little or no resistance, when once broken, be- 
cause their crowded formation would not only prevent theia ft’om evad- 
ing the shock of the horses, but render it impossible for them to use their 
arms, even if they possessed any skill or confidence in such a dose mode 
of fighting. At Albuera, a splendid brigade of British* infantry was 
destroyed by the French cavalry without offering any effectual resist- 
ance with the bayonets : and on the retreat from Madrid, twelve of the 
23rd Fusileers allowed themselves to be tilken by five French Dra- 
goons, without so much as pulling a trigger or presenting a bayonet, 
because they were conscious of possessing no skill in the use oflarms, 
and had never been led tot look for safety from individual exertion 
against cavalry. As squares only fight, at the .option of the encifty, ft 
quarter of the iuml>er of their men ; and hs the front of cavalry is as 
three to two, (thirty-four, to* twenty«.t wo) to that of the infantry ; thirty 
■ f - ^ - ; ' * i 

* Count Bismork, in his Cavalry factic^ also says, that when cavalry are deier* 
thcty must prevail over infantry. liis U-anslator, Altyor Beamisli, takes a 
different view, and in a clever note, to which we refer those who trko an interest 
in the subject, combats the Count's opinion. 
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honeiAen two deep/migbt^ with about equal front, assail any 'face of a 
square consisting of 400 men. Coming , on at full speed, they could 
be exposed to one volley only,, that is, to the effects and chances of 
one hundred musket-balls ; df these not many vrould hit, still fewer 
^uld hitfthe men, and the horses that were not actually brought down 
^^lUd not complain, but go Oli till arrested by the riders. So that- if 
the latter did*4heir duty, a feeble half squadron of thirty men would 
have a fair chance of ^ breakiiig a moderate battalioii of infantry ; for 
surely no one can \^ell maintain with ordinary ^vity, that the 
btydliets of the kneeling ranks^form a barrier capable of *arreBting by 
its consistency a body of determined hersemcsi arriving at full speed 
against them, so that whatever might be^the loss of the leading assail- 
ants, (he boasted formatioi> would at least be thrown open, and the 
crowded and helpless mass of defenders exposed without aiiy means of 
resistance to the hoofs and sabres of the^ succeeding centaurs. There 
is My an opinion, connected with tactics,. ia‘ favour of which more 
evidence might be obtained than the supposed hefesy here advanced. 
W^appeal to the. officers who were present in those unshaken squares, 
that foiled so many charges of French cavalry during the long and 
arduous day of Waterloo: let them divest themselves of the received 
opinion on this subject, and frankly say, what would, nay what must 
have been the result, if the French horsemen, instead of constantlv 
opening out from the fire of the British infantry, had stood with 
loosened ibiii and s^ur of fire’* right down upon their close and com- 
pact formation ? must not the whole have been completely overthrown 
Let it not be supposed, that there is any thing derogatory to their gal- 
lantry ill tins assumption. On the contrary, the greater and more evi- 
dent the danger, the greater was the honour of manfully facing it at 
duty's call. 

llitherto the cavalry have failed, (though there are brilliant excep- 
tions,) from want of contideiice in their own prowess ; they did not 
expect to succeed, and generally edged away to the right or left, and 
often, after receiving the fire from the point attacked, and when the 
principal' ifajjger was over, exposed themselves to greater loss from the 
fire of the other faces of the square, than they would have sustained 
had they rushed boldly On as a proper knowledge of their duty sbould^ 
have taught tkem ; for nothing is more true than what is stated in the 
old Regulations. the spur us much as the sword tends to overset an 
opposing enemy."' The conduct of the I^rendi cavalry at Waterloo, in 
galloping round the squarib to look for an opeiiiug^ instead of attempt- 
ing to force one, wiu, notwithstanding the praise besto^ved upon it, a 
proof^f professionaiigiiorance or insufliciencj; of courage ; for there is 
a sort of three-quarter courage^ if» we may so graduate it, that will 
gaUcf) up to the bayonet, and even.bravado round the squares, and yet 
wants the resblutiou to dAsb"^ at less ultimate risk, [ferhaps, into the 
. midst of levelled muskets.dnd presented liaypnets ; but 4;h‘ose who can- 
mt set aff example of such resolution have np bui^hies^ on horseback, 

jfar daring is the seal* of cavalry. T dhd what is, after all, the single 

■ 

• : — — ' : — ; 

* We are speakiug of the squares moet^'^t:pbs6d to the . ill-combiued and worse 
directed attacks oi me french cavalry ;*and ara not at present giving auy opinion . 
as to the result of fiattleT Waterloo deserves a section pf itself. • 
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wretdifid volley of mudcetry, fired from the^filce ojf the kituMf 
equare, oommred to what the infantry are exposed^ te in 
breach, St. Sebastian, for instance, or«.other poei^ tf^difl|relt access? 
Opinion has rendered infantry squares formidable,' And# .whilst that 
opinion remains, they may cdntinue so ; but formidable ik the arm 
opinion is, it is not of a textureron whiclf to^resLa system of tactire./^ 
Hie Marquis of Londonderry, in his History of the Pebinsular W^, 
in speaking of an action fought near Almeida, says, that some sorenra 
was felt at head<>quarters in consequence of the 'defeat of six squadrons 
of British cdvadry by about 200 French infantry, though, as he asserts, 
smne of the horaamen did not «turn till the bridles touched the bay- 
onets." Why tne men turneh at the very time when the danger was- 
over, and when tney should* have given smr and rein, the nobl<^ Mar- 
quis, though as brave a soldier as ever drew sword, does not ^1 us, 
nor do we recollect any order issued, by the Adjutant-General of the 
Peninsular army, reprcJving the cavalry for edging-off, or instriA^ng 
them how to act in similar circumstances for the reture. But most of 
ns may well guess in what thundering terms the sore feelings^’ of 
head-quarters would have been expressed, if a column of infantry had 
edged-away, not from fifty or sixty musket-shots, which, had duty been 
done, was ^1 that these horsemen could have been exposed to, but 
from some dangerous and difficult point of attack, defended by thou- 
sands of infantry and entire brigades of artillery. Why so much more 
daring should be expected from infantry than from cavalry, i^ of course 
not easy to understand, particularly if we consider that the very canter 
of a.horse .teAds to raise and fire the soul of the rider. On fair and 
level ground, nothing but some obstacle capable of checking a horse at 
speed 8h<>uld ever be allowed to arrest the progress of cavalry ; a nro- 
p^itioii that gentlemen 'will do well to consider, before they allow 
Polish <»ps, hussar jackets, and plumed helms," to lure them from 
the safer ptirs^ts of peace into io dangerous and neck-breaking a 
branch of the service ; for the time mav come, when the chance of 
fifty or sixty musket-shots, and the branaishing of a few foolish bay- 
onets, will not be received as an excuse for the defeat of an entire 
brigade of cavalry* 


- To^he changes rmulting from bitter experieqpe is the science of war con- 
stantly subjea.^' — G ebsdorff. 

Itart^not be thought# that innlus endeavour io point out iSie in- 
sufficient of infiintry tacthsi, wOfare, therefore, advocatihg any of 
those methods of war that, as we have before, shown, have on Aiany 
occasions proved superior to^ our own. Oit the contrary, we are con- 
vinoed that An Army trained on Surope^n principles and conducted* 
frith ordidary talent w^ll aTways, 'in the. end^^ prove victoHous ovffir 
isiielnilto posseimng^ merely the wild .efiergy di[^layed by the TurkA 
and highlanders, oV the skill of ^e A>mericans in distant fighting. 
Bqt it xnuat be perfectly evident,' that an ariny, which should add to 
'modem tactics, the shill of the Turks in dare coiqbat, and that of the 
Amerioans ir distant fighting, would naturally, possess an incalculable 
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ojfiT sf, xnjorcj^ tacfical army ob now constituteil. And it is in 
the firm coimctjon that British soldiers possets above all othhr men 
the qualities tiecessary for the attainment of such skill in arms^ that 
we venture- to denounce the insufficiency of that mode of trainings 
which, ti^ ii as you will, ^oes no farther than to make a man come 
nl|p position and pull a trigger; a thine that, at the best, requires 
paedive courage only ; leaving energy and active courage, as well as 
personal strength and, activity^ those noble qualities of British soldiers, 
totally dormant, till called forth, under every disadvantage^ in moments 
oAextremity and in scenes of cartAige, when the humbled pnde of science 
is forced to rely for success and stfety oq the ipere untrained and neg- 
lected gallantrv of the soldier. # * * 

^ Mo 9| of us nave at times,had occosioif to witness the active energy 
displayed by sailors in situations of difficulty ; this has always struck 
fiireigners, who are generally little used to naval habits, even more 
thai^puraelves,*and those among them firho fopght in our ranks, and 
whonave done justice to the gallantry of ouf soldiers, have never- 
theless expressed a much higher admiration of our sailors. Heus- 
singer, a German officer, who served with the Brunswick Hussars in 
Catalonia, says, in speaking of the quickness with which the batteries 
were raised and armed at the siege of Tarragona It was owing 
principally to the almost superhuman exertion of the men-of-war's- 
men, that this was effected with such celerity under the heavy and 
constant fire of the fortress ; but no labour was too great, and no situa- 
tion too dangerous foi^hese daring and undaunted men.*’ No method 
of mere training can be exjiected to render the landsman equal, in 
point of handiness, to the segman, whose entire life is a course of.train- 
ing, yet a great deal might be done by a good system of athletic and 
gymnastic exercises, were the advantages to be derived from individual 
exertion once fairly avowed. We have no means of accounting for the 
superior efficiency of the, ancient armies in the fieldy tTnless by attri-' 
buting it to their superior training ; with them this resulted, no doubt, 
ill a great measure from nationsd habit, but exactly ip p];:opOTtion as 
the habits of our population unfit us for the toils of war, so should our. 
mode of training make up for the deficiency. Polypus, him^lf a 
soldier of experience, estimates at only 3300 the greatest number of 
men that, fron^ all different causes, could be supposed absent from the 
army of Alexander at the time of the battle of the Issus, though, that 
Prince had entered Asia two y^ars beford at the head of 44,000 men, 
and had afterwards receive^ a reinforcement of 6000 more.* Whikt 
the British army in the Peninsula, of inferior strength^and the best 
equipped and the best' provided for of any«modern army, had seldmH 
less than k0,000 men away from t^e ranks, hiostly sick in hospital. 
And gone who witnessejl will easily forget the scenes of suffering that 
the track of wretched stra^e^ exhibited in rear, of thd newly-arrived 
corps during a long and fatiguing "diiw’s march ; these men were only 
thon begim^g part of that course oi military ^training which should' 
ha^ been cornyueted Jbefore they were called upon to take the<^fiel^»'* 
The men of the 6th division, who came to Quatre Bras, had b^n under 
arms the greater part of the previous night, had nuu'ched upwards of 

• ^ ^ 

v^Polybiusyr Book Xll. remarks sn.' <i 
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timit 7 -*fottr miles on one of tile hottest days of,8aminej> each man 
isWryiirg a weight of forty-six pounds^ indepencfent of what provision 
lie mi^t have in his havresack^ and found at the end of such a 
march^ not rest, but the deadly and '(desperate conflict that ensued. 
Yet this is the pofession that requires no previous training, and that 
seems now destined to obtain no ultimate reward f ^ 


But 'the system, it seems, works too we& tcf be chaued: indeed! 
Did H tvoidc jvell when an entire bkttalbn of regularlyldrilled Sepoys 
were cut do^ ,to a man bv a party of wild Ar^s ? Or, did it work 
Well, when *a ^trong detachment of the trained soldiers of England 
were forced to lay down^their arms before a miserable crew of cowar^y 
Albanians? Was its excellfnco particularly conspicuous, when the 
grenadier company of the< Sth regiment were nearly all killed or 
wounded in skirmishing with some American Alilitia who wire ad- 
vancing towards York, and who, it is well knovVn, would not have 
purchased the mighty, honour of burning an old town-house a^ny 
CTeat loss, had the follpwers of the system known how to infliffT it ? 
SaiiBrs, or otiier men trained to active habits, would probablv jiave 
succeeded in the attacks of Fort Ghristoval, Bbrgos, and in the first 
attack of St. Sebastian ; but what did the wonder-working system do to 
aid the mere helpless courage of the soldier on these unfortunate occa- 
sions ? At tlie battle of Aulroy, fought in 1364, the English archers, 
though unprovided with arms of length, rushed fearlessly on the French 
men-at-arms, tore the battle-axes from their saddles, and ‘'/lid gallant 
execution with them." But on the I6th Alay Fill, an entire brigade 
of British infantry were defeated and taken by a body of French 
cavalry, who were not like the horsemen of former times, ])rovided 
with defensive armour, wliilat the infantry had muskets and bavonets ; 
yet, owing to the immaculate system that works so well, the followers 
of that system were to a man cut down or taken, whilst their ancqjstors, 
listening only tiT the dictates of courage, and well knowing that an 
active man on foot must at all times, when^ he has room to move, be 


superior to a horseman, gained a complete victory, lii war, the waiit 
of success is not always a proof of bad management, bec^mse in the 
greatest of all games of chance, fortune will at times turii'even against 
the bravest and the best. But, in the cases above quoted, it was the 
system, and the system alone, that led to disaster, and, under similar 
circumstances, the same causes will lead to exactly th4 same results. 


Nor is it in the&e occurrences of minor importance that the insufli- 
ciency of modern tactics is alone to be discu^eied ; for its evil influence 
naturally accompanied all oqr military operations from first to last, and 
made us fight long, and pay dearly for our ultimate triumph. ^ 
Owing to the brave/y of our soldiers and the conduct «of our offi- 
cers, victors in every battle, wc generally gained little more than tl^e 
Spartan honout of maintaining the field ^ battle. At Vimier^ tw^ 
thirds of the British troops present defeated the entire of the French 
army, yet such was the system according to which these fetors h||d 
been trained, that they allowed the vanquished to make good thmr 
retreat in open ds^, to dictate the convention of Gintra, and to retfirti 
to the charge a few. months afterwards. As this particular instance 
will, however, be ascribed to a carious and accidental succession of 
commanders, .we may cite the battle of Vittoriarus the most striking 
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of many otfier caaes^in point. The m)lant onset of the British. AbA 
upwards of 50,000 FiWh, whb theloss of the whole of their nuUh^ 
from the field of Vittcria ; but the system, the precious system^ dmt 
confines the training of the soldSer to the polling of a trigger, prevented 
^ the victors from indicting any^avy loss s>n the vsnqo^ed, of whom 
^Hq^tenth only were killed, wiStnded, or taken, whilst the other nine- 
tralhs were ai]owed tS conie back ^th fresh watirhh and renew die 
fight at Pam]^una; and again, after a proportionate succession of 
^ losses at Bayonno, Ori]^ez, and Thoiilouse. On all these, and many 
btiies occasions, one party Coilstantly illustrated th^^ firuth of the 

Hndibrastic lines, that • 

' • • 

** He ivho fights and runwawhy, 

^ May live to fight another tilay,’^ 

whilstithe other party as constantly forgot that only 

^ Those who are in battle slain. 

Will not return to fight agaiiig** 

for (he men who ran away returned to fight a^in and again ; bm the 
brave and greatly daring too often suffered a tremendous loss, which, 
owing to their system of tactics, they had no means of avenging on 
their defeated foes. At Fuentes d' Onor, the Allies rested quietly on 
their arms as soon ns the French called Hold — enough.'* At Albuera 
the gallant remnant of the victors had no means of indicting any pro- 
portionate.loss on their defeated adversaries ; nor could they have stood 
a renewal of the os)set ; in the Vy renees many difiicult positions 
were carried in the most heroic manner, notwithstanding a heavy loss 
indicted by the fugitives from Vittoria and Pampeluiia, who were 
generally allowed to retire almost unmolested from the field, in order 
to return and fight another day." 

There is yet a stronger proof to be adduced of the value of the 
system. • 

The numerous Austriali and Prussian armies that took the field at 
the commencement of the revolution-war, were trained and drilled ex- 
actly accor^ng to the system that we now pursue ; and not a little 
proud the wml-poAvdered and well-buttoned Soldadoes were of the 
supposed advantages their system and savoir fai re gave them over the 
republican sans-culottes, who had no other tactics but Ca-ijra, and no 
strategy but ch aoon//*and who could only move in crowded masses, 
which they called columns, and from whvh, when they came to action, 
the boldest and most enterorinng started forward to act as tirmlleurs. 
Yet what was the result? The French soldiers, bold with the 
strength that" fancied freedom gave," fiyercame the men of science, 
who were j^iot a little surprised at such a result, but who, instead of 
lookiw for the cause in the natural* intelligence and new elans oi the 
#reiira troops, ^attributed it^tu this new mode of figbtii)g ; and instead 
of calling forth and properly employing the native courage of the Ger- 
mans, thev took up'tlie uncongenial s^ stem of their enemies, and natu- 
iSlly found themselve^ nothing the better for it*. The French on their 
side, not wishing to ovi«e their success solely to the ^llantry of their 
soldiers, determined that their ginie militairc should come in for a 
share of the honour ; and thinking that some great physical force was 
mysteriously concealc%d in their unwieldy masses, they reduced t^ for- 
U. S. JouRif. No. .3ft. May 1031. * c * * 
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amftbs and mode of attaek to^a Ttguiat s]Mem» at a tittie tdo^vltail 
astSl^ was constantly increasing^ and when the number.of guns was 
ahrecMly reckoned Iqr hundreds in every field. TIi& system^rtha most 
outeageous that ever entered into the hdads of men, perforni^ ^venders 
by the aid of the conscription^ and by the boundless rewards so libe« 
r^y bestowed on the victors out of die sprih of the vanquished^ 
on. their side^ were generally inferior in numbm and •i^sources^ Imd , 
not unfrequently worse commanded even* than the conouerors. ' ^e 
banner of European independence was about to be struck to folly and 
presumption^ \{hen the soldiers of Enj^land^ ridiculed abroad^ insulted 
and despised at home, epp^i'^d in the arena with the very same sys^ 
tern of tactics Sb easily overtl^wn at the commencement of the war. 
But that system now in mifeTent hands, and it soon became appa- 
rent that victory was to the strong and the valiant, and not to tpe 
ble or worthless method of war that either of the parties followed. 
The stubborn courage of the British was not to be shaken by the Juirce 
onset of the French colpmns. On the contrary, they generally reserv- 
ed their fire with great coolness, a thing very trying to an advancing 
enemy, and though individually very bad shots, they could not alto- 
gether miss the entire of the masses that were moving against them. 
lie consequence always was, that the assailants halted in order to fire, 
and as the front ranks only could use their muskets, the rest, left inac- 
tive and uselessly exposed, were naturally shaken ; so that a charge of 
bayonets, a thing totally out. of the conventional rule of European war- 
fare, invariably put the whole to flight, thougH^'generally with what 
might be deemed a trifling loss. Thm was the constant tale from Vi- 
miera to Waterloo, whenever the French were the assailants ; and when 
the British were the attacking party, they had, from the natural har- 
dihood of the men, still greater advantages. The approach of a hostile 
army, whose columns, jittering with arms, are seen advancing along 
the plain, and gradually expanding and taking post preparatory to the 
atta^, is an imposing and majestic sight, and well calculated to aug- 
ment the danger in the excited imagination of those who are quietly 
waiting the onset. Then the increasing report of artilltry, allow- 
ed by the sound of the balls fiercely forcing their way through the 
resisting air, and every now and then striking down a file or two, 
whose mangled limbs and agonized features add fearfully to the trying 
nature of the scene. The steadier the enemy, ifhose losses and wavor- 
iim are no longer di8cernibl€r*as soon as the fire of musketry begins, 
advances, the more the hearts of the defemk^rs sink and cool, the idea 
of danger quickly augments, ,and poor human nature directs all powers 
of thought to ^he means of safety. ^ The assailants, on the otheri'hand, 
derive a sort of wild couVage from the very circumstance of advancingi 
the mere idea of attacking is ** ^irit stirring,** ^and inspires 1%'itisb 
soldien with species of enthusiasm that constantly rendered them 
victorious, even under the most difficult cbrcumstances, whenever the 
foe was fairly accessible. r 

Let it not he thouglft that a more energetic mode of warfiure woqld 
be more sanguinary and destructive than the inftufBcient system we are 
here condemning. Alas I the reverse is the case; for modem tactics, 
by making battles less decisive, liave rendered wars mucli longer, and 
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{nfinitdy more ^e&tn|ctiv%. In nuneiMt tiitiesj when the cembatiifvto 
came to close quaiters, a defeated army was annihilated ; there' was no 
eseapbig from the uplifted sword or lance ; and a general action almost 
always settled the question at issue. Now^ on the contrary, battles are 
foueht a distance; if an army finds itself getting the worse, it 
Ti^es a skilftil retreqt, kpeps the enemy at the respectTul distance of 
gfu|)e and canister, and if ably commanded, frequently regains in de- 
tail, before the end of the caiApaign, what had been lost .by an unsuc- 
cesrful battle at the commencement. Thiis, battles, ani^ skirmishes 
siCceed each other with fearful rapidity, bampai^ folloiirs>campaign in 
melancholy succession ; as the ehemy ^ never destroyed, no rest can 
be given to the soldier ; constant fatigiie knd exposure wear out the 
bravei^ and the best ; and gaunt hUnger,*with its ach&ipanying crimes 
and diseases, all tbe natural attendants of large armies and protracted 
campaigns, far exceed in their sweeping ravages, and a thousand-fold 
in horrorO; tbe more prompt and humane jsffects produced by tbe 
BWora or sarissa on the field of battle. • 

How far now does tbe system, whose insufiiciency we have been at- 
tempting to show, suit the character of onr population— -suit the sort of 
m'en who cut out the Hermione ; who, in spite of boarding, netting, and 
of every other preparation made to oppose them, cut out the Chevrette 
from under all the batteries of Camarette Bay ; who boarded the Che- 
sapeake, and, sword in hand, carried a Russian flotilla against count- 
less odds iti Port Bahic ; who escaladed Badajos, where not a stone of 
the fortifications ha^been injured, and where the most experienced 
soldiers, the conquerors of continental Europoi were waiting to receive 
them ; who stormed St. Sebastian in open day, and calmly waited ex- 
posed to all the fire of the fortress, under an impracticable breach, till 
the shot of their own guns, striking only a few feet above their heads, 
rendered the passage practicable, and then rushed upon the astonished 
enemy with a degree of fury, that neither the skilful contrivances, 
nor tne avowed courage of the defenders could resist, — cleaving it 
doubtful whether their stern composure, whilst calmly waiting amidst 
the heaps tf dead and dyin^, or their subsequent impetuosity, was most 
to be wondered at, but leaving no doubt as to the invincibility of such 
men, whenever.their training and system of war should do justice to 
their unconqugrahle qualities?. If such actions were performed at the 
cdd call of unrewordedT duty alone, let those who know the infiainma- 
ble materials of which the human heart*is composed, say what might 
not have been done by these soldiers, if they had been taught to take 
a pride in their personal strength, activity, and skill in arms, and en- 
couraged to locJc for results and honest applause from their individual 
gallantry tftid exertions. Recollect^ Crastiniifs before the battle of 
Bharraliui This day, Caesar, thou shalt praise me dead or alive." * Let 
U8 never hear \he unwortlw Assertion so often repeated, that British 
siddiers are incapable of entliusiasm^ for, notwithstanding the blight- 
iiig effect# of many parts of our system, countless instances of heroic 
^e%tion on the part «f private soldiers may be adduced. Our limits 
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piifliiil.tia frw qQttttntf UiM oAe; Imt^it'^'stalicieii^. 

t]i^"^{gttdP|p(^ ' IMuritig l£e war in tipper CnhadaV €wo soldiers or ihia 
^th Segment vme posted iA^ front of a small randge that crossed ‘a 
rayine or riyidet*,,and were ordered^ fo^ wHat reason we know not, to 
defend it to the last. ^ They iwere'there surrounded W an entire divi- 
sion of the American .army, aiid a^dred to surrei^er, but re^rdlesso^' 
the inevitable donsequence of resistance, and mindful onJLy of theirw- 
ders, these brave men rejected the offer, and fell nobly fighting on the 
post intrustqjl to their CTarjge. Ore^ would J:ave erected statues to 
their memory, ^nd Leonidas has beeh justly immortalized for doing 
nothing more. , ' . . 

Without, at present, entering into any discussion as to the improve- 
ments that might d)e made^in our mode qf tactical. training, we may 
simply ask ^whether the actions above cited i^uld not furnish'^uetter 
hints for a British system of taotics, th^n the old German Regulations 
of Lascy and Saldern,*jramodblIed in 1824, and so erroneously ^ed 
new, though not contmiphg a single t.new principle ; that is, containing 
nothing that any one properly acquointea with Dundas’s book might 
not easily have performed off-hand on any morning parade. 

Many of the causes of that insuihciency, of which we have been 
speaking, lie beyond the sphere of our present inquiry ; but the principal 
blame for having occasioned so much weakness and bloodshed, must be 
ascribed to that factious opposition which, aided by an ignorant and 
libellous press, strove from the very commencement of the wnr, to em- 
barrass the Government, and to crush the rising spirit of the army by 
every measure of insult and oppression. One set of men were found 
sufficiently ignorant of the constitution of their country, to suppose 
that the liberty of England could be overthrown by English* soldiers, 
who were consequently looked upon os enemies, and treated accord- 
ingly. Another set, in utter defiance of all history, ridiculed the idea 
of an English (Army being able to contend against the legions of 
France, laughed at our pretensions to military knowledge, prophesied 
only disaster, ruined the army in the estimation of the country, and 
forced upon the Government, never distinguished for the vi^rour of its 
foreign or military policy, a line of conduct towards the profession, that 
for a long time renaerea the developement of all military talent, pride, 
and exertion, next to impossible. To husband our resources, in order 
probably to allow the enemy to ^in strength, Vas the* constant cry, 
but not a single voice was raised in favopr of a bold and noble system 
of military policy becoming our former de^ds in arms and national 
fame. One brave and generous spirit who, by mere appeals to history, 
and to the actions of our seamen, (^^ould have put down these moutn- 
ings of the pompons, and the sneers of the supercilious, muld then 
have been worth a hundred thousand men ; but none such appeared 2 , 
and thoi^h the ^British army that landed in. E^pt was proclaimed by 
that action alone the first army thqt Europe had seen siQce the fall of 
the Roman legions, still it could not shane the cowardly &f;)irit thaf; 

* they have done so before, it may be said. No, they only overthrew a Parlia- 
ment that had usurped all the power of the Government, and overdurown the 
liberties of the country. r , 





vem of fflsehood /intl injtfepresentMoq b^d.cadt ov^ the country at 
large aqa the emjpSres of tqe Continent , were ^her 

olloi^ed to fyU dndet the blows of fVance, whilst^ Ae British Oovem- 
ment was shamefully forced to Seep , the neTer-conq^uer^ soldiers of 
England^ idling at home out of hanq^sway. Wh^t was the end of a 
•«>;^ama now about to be acted^oyer ag^n r After aimies had been frit- 
med away in.distontrenter^risi^j that^ till the Spanish reroliition^ led 
to no efficient result^ the tide of%varA es If in awful mockery of the 
feebleness with whicl^ it had been conducted, rolled back again to the 
Igery spot that a quarfer of a icentu^ before had witnessed its com- 
tnencement ; and where at last«25,000 British soldiefs/ aided by the 
very same allies at whose side they Ukd fotfght at the outset of the 
contest, decided its fate in one 8ingleV>qttle ; leajring the torrents of 
gallant l^lood that had beeif shed, and the millions of treasure that had 
been Expended from the day of Valmy to that of Waterloo, a reproach 
to the past, aqd a warning to the futuns. But the warning is not at- 
telfted to ; for though the army have by thehr gallantry fought tiieni- 
•elyes into favour with the nation*at large, yef there is still a numerous 
party, who, with the facts just stated full in their recollection^ are 
endeavouring to force the country into the same line of conduct that 
led to so much loss and suffering. Every measure that can directly or 
indirectly detract from the honour or character of the army, every 
piece of penny wisdom that can diminish its number or cbmforts, 
though ^}ire to end in pound folly, is, year after year, and day after 
day, forced upon the Government. No circumstance, however trifling, 
that exaggeration can raise or stupidity construe into a charge against 
them is passed over ; not an apple-stall can be accidentally overset by 
a passing relief in the streets of London, but the outcry of military 
oppression is raised and repeated even by grave magistrates on the 
bench.* In a riot, a soldier cannot use the right undeniable to all 
God’s creatures of defending himself, but the yeU pf military outrage 
is repeated from dunce to dunce ; men who have served with honour 
•and distinction in the profession of arms, the best school perhaps for 
most offi^al situations, cannot be appointed to any civil department of 
the State,* but the shout of a military government is set up by the 
whole enlightened crew of modern philosophers. According to them, 
honour, loyalty, gallantry and patriotism, are public nuisances,t and 
should be sA»uted out of society: we are a naval and commercial 
people, and require no such articles, for they are not exchangeable in 
the public market. But Carthage, Venice, and Genoa, were 

commercial nations, and what are they ? What would our naval and 
commercial friends the Dutch be, but fdr that very army it is so much 
the jashi(gi of a certain set of writers and speakers to traduce ? Dis- 
band the army, or, what is the saihe thing, destroy the spirit that alone 
* rentiers it formidable^ and the loss of the East and West Indies, Ca- 
nada, the Cape, and our ^lediterranean possessions are the instanta- 
neous r^ults ; fof no one who has lever seen a weather-cock veer about 
^upon a London steegje, can well be so simple as to suppose that any 


* See London Police Reports for 1828. 

+ Westminster Review. Mill’s History of Chivalry. 
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spot m earth can now be defend^ bv fieets^alone. . But the army 
eannofe.'be altogether reduced, its j^Je may be UroKen and a cheaper 
commodity may be obtained. Eraly, no doubt ; but as ye sow so 
shall ye reap." Deprive the milit^ profession of the halo that sur- 
rounas it ; destroy all these ener^zing sentiments and feelings, (the 
result of illusion, perhaps,) that still attach themselves in the'teeast ^ 
the soldier, and of the better part of manliind> to the pride, pomp sito 
circumstance of glorious war," and there an end to the*' army. Take 
bright honouif out of tlie scale, extinguisK that^ aspiration after fame 
and diatiiicticai, that longing for danger and th6 boundless elasticity h; 
confers, and befbre whi<£ obstacles vtgiish that would make mere cal- 
culation shrink j)ack ap))al}ed$‘ and thc^ profession of arms becomes 
one of unreward^^ suffering; ^d danger, and the most ungrateful to 
which men can devote themselves. ^ * 

What is to be expected from such degraded armies, destitute alike of 
coun^e, discipline, and patric^ism, may be learned from the late re- 
volutions in Spain, PoKugal, and'Naples. The recoras of manKnd 
furnish but one continued proof of th*e melancholy fact, that armies and 
arms alone have been able to protect men, whether living in great or in 
small communities, from 'the rapacity of those who were strong enough 
to despoil them. Turn the blood-stained page of historv which way 
you will ; let sophistry misrepresent, and party spirit falsify, still is 
this the grand and leading truth that everywhere presents itself, and 
naturally calls aloud to arms. The last age witnessed the^ reign of 
Catherine the abhorred, and saw her constant aggcr-rssiona on unoffend- 
ing Turkey, and the dismemberment of Poland: — as we have, in our 
day, seen the wars for power, for plunder, and extended rule," car- 
ried on by the different demagogues of France, from the imbecile men 
of blood, wh6 governed by the guillotine, down to the mighty man of 
little mind, who reigned by the sword. The very same principles that 
thus deluged the and West with blood, and ultimately brought the 
French to Moscow, and the Tartars from the frontiers of China to the 
banks of the Seine, are again opposed to each other on more distinct 
and avowed grounds of hostility. A war of extermination ig about to 
be waged, and it behoves us to ask ourselves what we have to expect 
from the conquerors. If the autocrates prove victorious, as with ordi- 
nary conduct they probably must, will they not strive to extinguish in 
this country the last sparks of European freedom ? If tht French pre- 
vail, have they not the long and rankling list of defeats from Cressy to 
unforgiven Waterloo to avenge ? Did oiir boundless aid in the day df 
danger and adversity make the Continental l^dvereigns our friends ? or 
did our generous forgiveness ih the hour of victory soothe the wounded 
pride of vain-glorious France } T6 talk of the principle of non-&ter- 
vention under such circumstances, is an idle waste of woras, and to 
act up to it wo^ld be criminal. We ar^ the Jast stay ..of European* 
liberty and civilization, and must no longer ^low ourselves to be guid- 
ed by the Utopian doctrines of itinhrant spouters, or by the i^le theo- 
ries of an ignorant and factious press. We must look to history and 
experience, ^ 

** And learn to guide the future by the past." 

J. M. 



SONG OP A PEASANT OlftL AFTER THE BATTLE .OF 
LE1P810. 

• 

You BometimeB indulge^ Mr. Editor^ in a stray song or sonnet. The en- 
dosed is from the German ; and if.you thinK it worth a place in your* Journal, 
1^ infinitely at your service. • 

Vl do not pkigue you with the original, but will only observe, that the 
translation is almost literal, ancPthat the only difficulty has bef n in approa^* 
ing the former’s plaintiv^ness and simplicity. Yours, 

^ • Amicus. 

• 

The fight is won l*the foe is fiyipg — 

Hurrah, my girl 1 my father cries ; 

Away vain fears and uselAs sighing-^ « • 

For Freedom is the battle’s prize. 

True to his home and country’s altars, 

* Each German lifts the s^ord to save ; 

And think, ye maidens, what an gonour ! 

My Henry fights among the brave. 

Ah I who shall tell mv parting sadness 
When gloiy call’d him to the field ; 

But now my heart is fill’d^ with gladness. 

Because his courage was our uiiold. 

How often when the news was brought us 
Olbnai^ a gallant action done, 

I said, Our bands must needs be noble, 

For Henry, my beloved, is — one.” 

But yesterday my joy was doubled. 

When down the printed tidings came ; 

My father read and cried delighted. 

And call’d me loudly by my name. 

My child-^my Bertha — ^’tis decided ! 

Again our rather-land is free ; 

And now the terms of peace are settled— 

And Henry 's surely there to see. 

On Saxon ground the foe was routed. 

And Leipsic saw the battle’s dipck; 

1 scared can number all the trophies. 

Or count the captive crowds we t<Mk. 

How man/waggons deeply laden 
With powder and with baU were won ; 

How many cannon there were taken— 

While Henry in the strife waS — one. 

In eveiy eye is joy and gladness — 

The shout of Freedom fills the air ; 

Yet, there be maids who pine in sadness, 

Because they had no Hfinry there. 

But li^d, my heart ! what fearful numbers 
I hear of slaughter’d in the fray ; — 

IJow, if my Henry’s name’s among them— 

. Ah, no ! he was not there that day f 



ON.rHB DISCIPlilNB* OF THE HBRCAIfriLB MARINB. 

White is the glassy dedc without a stain, 

Where on the watuh the stidd Lieufenant walks : 

Look on that part wliiqjti sacred doth remain ' 

For the lone diieftaiu, who majestic stalks, 

Silent and fear’d by all — ^not oft he t^s r, r 

With au^ht beneath him, if he would preserve 

Tha^ strict restraint, wliich broken, dVer balks 

Conquest and Fame ; but Britons rarely swesve 

FroA Law, however stem, which lends their strength to nerve.’’ 

• c, Btrok. 

Wk have just liseu from 4he* perusal of a work on tbis subject writ- 
ten by Capt. Christopher Bided, an old and meritorious officer of the 
East India Company’s service ; and who, from having progressively 
advanced to bis present rank and beld the command of two one ships, 
may be presumed to understand wejj what he writes upon. The bpdk 
m rather discursive in it| arrangement, but it presents an aggrega^ of 
facts which fully merit the attention of our Government and the public 
at large. To the gallantry and general merits of our Indiamen, of 
which he adduces many instances, we willingly add our warm testi- 
mony ; for certainly, no stich efficient traders ever floated upon the 
waters : and^ their discomflttti^ of Admirals Suffrein, Sercey, and 
Linois, — their ready co-operation in various expeditions, — and their 
resolute encounters with formidable frigates, have stamped them with 
unfading credit. Nor can we forget the glow df gratification with 
which we^ observed the astonishment of some Spanish prisoners on 
board a frigate we then served^ in, at being told that a fleet which we 
met off Liiitin, consisted of British merchantmen only ; for they might 
easily have been palmed off as liiie-of-battle-shlps. Capt. Bideii after 
reciting several spirited actions, remarks : 

** Tlie high order and warlike am^earance of the China ships frequently 
drew mrth the highest encomiums from admirals and cautains in the navy, 
Md the distinguished approbation of Admirals Cornwaliis, Rainier, Sir S. 

Exmouth, Ferrier; (Japtains Pym, Austen, Sir Heqry Heath- 
^te, &c. * I well remember the 'favourable notice bestowed on the China 
TOet by the late Capt. Bissell, who convoyed us an eastern passage to China, 
m the most able manner. His subsequent melancholy fate off the Isle of 
France, with the gallant Bir T* Troubridge, deprived the navy of a bravo 
and must able officer. 

The Royal George, in which ship 1 served for seven successive voyage^, 
was frequently taken for a frigate; and when fell in with Sir E. Pellew’s 
^uadron, the sloop of war sent by the Admiral to speak us, delivered the 
foUowing message : — * Tell thjs Captain if he had not his msun-top-mast stay- 
^il in the brans, 1 should «have taken his ship for a frigate tjiis trifling 
incident was not lost upon me, and ts worthy the notice of every young 
officer, who shoul^ keep his ship in that ship-shape order, apd ever do his‘ 
duty as if all eyes were upon him, particularly when falling in with a shiii at 
sea: mihra are eevere critics ' 

Nor has tl^ gallantry 4)f thelinercantile seamen been confii&id to the' 

‘ floating castles of India ; for innumerable eiicouil^ers with privateers, l 


• Naval DfScipliiie, &c. &c., by Christopher Biden, late Commande** of the Hon. 

East ludia Comj^y’s ships Royal George, and Princess Charlotte of Wales. 
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and Ruccesslnl Btratarcins, Iwtve distin^ished our trading vessels over 
the whole globe* wllen Lord Howe^ in 1771^^ was menaced- by the 
powerful fleet of M. d’Estaing oX Sandy Hook^ he moored his ships in 
the best order for defence, but still had the mortification, during seyeral 
days, of seeing captures made, without a possibility of affording relief. 
Upon the*appearance of the enemy, 1000 volunteers from the trans- 


pouts immediately offered their services to man the men-of-war ; and- 
such was the l^rdour among^ these brave fellows, that even many of 
those who it was necessary should remain to take care'of their re- 
‘ e vessels, were fdund concealed in the boats vvhidi were em- 

S to convey their more fortunate companions on bfiard the ships. 

eal displayed by the masters and*mcJ:e^of the iperchant vessels 
at New York, was equally meritorious^, ti^ey earnestly solicited em- 
, ploymiflit, and cheerfully, todk their stations at the guns, and assisted 
in ml die duties of foremast-men : others put to sea in light craft to 
watch the motions of the enemy, performing various essential services ; 
and fine in particular, with a noble dirinterestedness, offered to convert 
his vessel, which was the whole of his fortundt into a fire-ship, to be 
conducted by himself. In the wars which arose out of the French 
Revolution, a similar energy has been frequently manifested ; and we 
have personally witnessed the conspicuous public spirit, and. voluntary 
bravery, with which many were actuated on the expeditions to the 
Scheldt, and the Tagus ; at Cadiz, and in the Mediterranean. 

Such bepig the claims of our mercantile marine, we are now called 
upon to express our>egret on witnessing the recent attemptSj^— at least, 
as fiir as they can be accomplished by general assertions and indiscri- 
minate abuse — to disp^age our commercial interests, by maudlin news* 
papers palliating the mutinous conduct of a gang of refractory seamen. 
It is in evidence that the crew of the Inglis dictated to their com- 
mander and officers ; that the ringleader incited his shipmates away 
to the arm-chest and that another clapped the .Captain on the 
shoulder, telling him, here’s three cheers for you, by way of defiance L” 
There can be but one sound opinion as to this heinous misconduct ; and 
if such inflammatory language and action do not meet with exemplary 
punishment, "the most ruinous consequences are inevitable. But how 
does that dictatorial monster the press” take up the matter ? In- 
stead of advocating the cause of order, and upholding that source of 


employment which fosters our naval strength, tne newspapers in gene- 
ral have poured forth a sentimental diatrU^ on the wickedness of retri- 
bution ; and with calumnies tiamour have thrown down the gauntlet 
in favour of drunkenness, insolence, and disobedience. By their state- 
ments it would appear to have been givdh in evidence that the pri- 
soners *sent/rom St. Helena, in the Yansittarti»were seventy-two days 
in irons ; whereas, Capt. Scott, ComiSander of that vessel, declares^that, 
ob thfi fifth or sixth day«subsequent to their departure from that island, 
these men were released fro^ irons, and only re-confined when the ship 
entered t^ river Thames. Nor shbuld it be omitted that the term 
uled is, sent home h^vily ironed,” by which, instead of merely being 
moored by the leg at a mlbo-bolt, the credulous landsmen would receive 
on impression that the ** unoffending” scamps of the Inglis were mana- 
cled and fettered, ]ike the felons in Newgate. 

But it is not with* a view of noticing such licentious distortion of 





our trading ships ; and also to point ouA the truly defenceless oonditiod 
of the offioent and passengers of a ship in a state of mutiny. As to 
mnton severity in the Conipany’s officers^ it is rather inv^tive than 
aigument; foT, however an individual "or two. may have misbeh^p^j 
there can be no reflection on the hum^ity of the comfOanders of that 
service at large. Harsh and unjust officers can always be made respon- 
sible> and no tyranny can ever palliate disaATection^ or be made the plea 
for piracv o^ Aturder. It is certain^^that evil passions have been Ex- 
cited and pamppredj and {he<^^sovereignty of bntte force appealed to ; 
and it is also ciei^ diat the ,^neral interests and character of the coun- 
try should no longer be trmed with. The spring of industrp^which 
ttnites the‘entire human race in common wants and mutual obli^tions, 
by overcoming the obstacles «of distance and climate, and which aug- 
ments at once the wealth of the state and the comfort oT its inhabicants 
by ** bringing into it whatever is uimting, and carrying out of it what- 
ever is superfluous/ —this spring should be an object of the gre'&test 
national solicitude. And we trust that an occasional exposure of fla- 
grant grievances will. draw attention in the proper quarters; thereby 
proving, that neither the government nor the public are regardless— 
the first of its most sacred duties, the last, of its best interests. 

The nature and extent of our mercantile marine are not, perhaps,, so 
generally appreciated as they should be; for shif j being machines of 
national power, and means of civilization, are the noblest property 
which a country can possess, independent of the soil. At the close of 
1826, the number of trading vessels actually belonging to British ports, 
was 24,280, with a capacity of 2,553,685 tons ; giving employment to 
166,583 sailors and boys. In addition to these, the British empire 
possesses 3,579 ships (many of them of force as well as burthen) which 
belong to her colonies,— and when we further consider the vast numbers 
of persons on our quays, docks, and rivers, who derive their subsistence 
by attending them, the magnitude of the object must rise in estima- 
tion. Yet England, whose principal moving power is c^inmerce, is 
the only maritime nation without a legalised code of regulations for the 
discipline of those ensaged therein; no law defining the extent of 
obedience that is due'^y the sailor to his superior, op the protection 
which he ought to receive against the abuse of authority ; — in &ct, no 
recognized bond or principle to govern their mutual relations. It has 
been said ^ 

« << Captfiin, Kiok out, ^tis your concern. 

To govern well from stem to stem/’ 


but how can he manage it without legal authority ? And considering 
the discordant 'elements often found on .his decks, it is matter of mar- 
vel how any semblance of order has been iiiaintained at all. It will be 
a cause of gratulation when our Government can quit abstract theories, 
and desceim to affairs 6f practical utility, amongst the first of whidi'is 
die unprotected situation of the commercial mairine ; for unless some 
recognized formularies can be adapted and adopted, the litigious spirit 
abroad will strike at our maritime greatness. Nor is ,he altogether 
wool-gathering who has pronounced, that as nuitineers nmst not be 
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Mifliitf » itAt B^Uion coeraf9dj--^li0 esmtaio^ of a di^' will dunrtly be 
Mpeefeed to tdce off nil bat to the watchj and say^ ** Gentlemen,, if you 
]dei^> that is^ if you consider it quite consistent with the principles of 
Magna Oharta and the liberty of the subject, I should reel particu- 
larly obliged to you^ if you would do me the favour to go 'aloft and take 
in top-gaflant-safls/* -And in the twelftli centu^, the Oleron laws 
aetna&y enforced something very like this^ for it was expressly or- 
dained ship or othei; vessel be in a port, waiting for Weather 

and a wind to depart; ^the master. ought when that comes^ before his 
d^arture to consult hiS ^mpany and say to themr — ^^aGentlemen, 
wnat think you of^this wind?* «If any of them see ^hlt it is not 
settled, and advise him to stay till it is ; ^nd others pn the contrary 
would have him make use of it as fair^ hn qpght to fqllow the advice of 
, the mirior part/’ Who would return to this absurdity ? 

Method, in naval affairs, has been compared to salt in sealoning— as 
too little is insipid, so too much is offensive. Now it strikes us, uiat a 
priifKpal cause of the demoralization of our seamen, sprung from the 
impolitic and disgraceful practice of foisting codimon felons, and United 
Irisfimen, throughout our fleet ; and that the gradual relaxation which 
has taken place in our men-of-war, has occasioned the entire absence of 
discipline in the merchant service;— an absence which debases the 
seaman, and is at once the cause of his petulance, and the intemperate 
endeavours to enforce authority on the other side. It has been decided 
that a captpin is justified in using illegal means to enforce a legal order ; 
but there are few cNimanders who do not quail before the heavy ex- 
penses of a legal justification. Most of them would rather clear for 
action with an enemy, than engage in a court of law : what with jargon 
and technical riddles, delays, and vexations, they would prefer the 
battle and the hurricane to the quibbling sons of sophistry, with their 
big wigs and parchment. In fact, the service is pestered as with a gan- 
grene by the pettifogging outscouts of Doctors* Commons — that anti- 
quated sink of precedents and heavy charges ! And the route of these 
carrion crows may be traced by the withering mildew visible in their 
wake : to t]f ese the sea-attomeys*’ make their court, and the mischief 
begins, — for Ihe most indolent and worthless of those embarked, have 
been often known purposely to provoke the anger of their betters, with 
a view to law and future damages. Generally speaking, our commer- 
cial system is founded an more enlarged and liberal principles than 
that of any other European country ; but. in the particular department 
of Marine Law, it can lay claim to no such distinction. On the con- 
trary, this supposed eegis of a most important department of industiy 
and finance is subjected to very oppressif^e regulations. • Of the evils 
which masters labour under, Gapt. Biden cites numerous cases, firom 
which we will submit one at randonr: 

Shipped on board the Lady llaffles, bound to Bombay, in the month of 
March 1828, at*Grave8end, fifteen meni^that had been just paid off from the 
Albion sevftoity-foiir, at Portsmouth. * llie ship |m£orea in the Downs 
about three days after dihe men had been on board. After the ship had 
]%ceived her passengers and provisions on board, the hands were turned up 
to get the wip under wmgh (the wind being fair) when the fifteen men 
aliready mentioned, refused to assist in manning the capstan. Capt. Tucker 
called them a^, when they stated that they were willing to go in the ship, 
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that t^ify, did not intend ^ ^t thdr hai^.to ii,j»pef >^^aniat Id sny 
my tq do’ the duties of the diip during th6 Toy^|foV)inI^ they oeuM he 
eUqwed one pint of rum per day ; which Capt. looker then refused* He. 
applied to Capt. Pigot of the families f the fl^rd*ship) for hb assistance; to 
compel the men to go to their duties^ they having signed the ship's artides, 
and received, each man, his^-two months’ advance in cash* (Capt. Pigot 
stated that he dared not even punish a man on board hb own ship^ ib' she 
was under the dbtrict of a magistrate, and therefore, he wm sorry he CSulA 
do nothing to assist him in the business, but advised Capt. Tucker to applp 
to the magiEftrate at Deal ; he did so, when the magistrate told him that (f 
his people, after having signed articles^ had refhsed to go in the ship^ or 
deserted the ship, he could punish them, but he was not authorized to com- 
pel them to do the dutien or tbe^ ship, neither could he assist Capt. Tucker 
in the case. Upon this, Capt.TucKer went off to the ship, and called the 
men aft again, ahd told them he would giv^ them a pint of rum p^r day, if 
they would return to their duties, when twelve of them stated tkat, ^he had 
conceded^ to their wishes at first, they would have assisted to get the ship 
under weigh, but they would not do so now ; upon which, after the ship had 
been detained three or<*four days in the Downs, with a fair wind, twelve 
fresh hands were sent ddwn from London at a great expense, and the twelve 
offenders allowed to quit, the ship unpunished. 

Mr. Richard Green, owner of the Lady Raffles, who furnished me with 
this statement, applied to the Thames Police for the apprehension of the 
above men, and was recommended to prosecute them ; the magistrate could 
suggest no other remedy. 

The valuable time already sacrificed by such infamous conduct as the 
seamen of this ship betrayed, besides the considerable expense that was in- 
curred, stamp the whole affair with the greatest disg 2 b.ce, and is an excellent 
commentary on the oft-told tale, that subordination is to be sustained by an 
appeal to the civil power. 

Let it be considered who are the party which a zealous owner is required 
to proi^cute : a few sailors without a shilling beyond their ill-got plunder 
from the Lady Raffles. And have owners of ships no other duty, to per- 
form ? In this case, a valuable ship, full of passengers, bound to Bombay, 
having a fair wind, had already been shamefully detained ; a prosecution 
would have been followed by further and more serious detention ; the Cap- 
tain must have been detained as a witness, or bound over to appear : in fact, 
such proceedings, warped as justice is by the knavery of pettifogging law- 
yers and perjured clients, are all a farce.’’ ^ 

As to the moral operation of the Admiralty Court, nothiug can be 
worse, — for it is a scourge on the ship-owners, as well as the masters, 
from its expensive and inquisitorial ex~parte mode of 'procedure, and 
the meretricious stages by which it pursues its inquiries, — running up 
steam-boat accidents for decisions undSr the Rhodian laws. Thus u 
case has come within our cognizance, oif the owner of a brig from 
Smyrna, who by searching kfter the relations of a deceased seaman, in 
order to deliver to them the clodies, and balance of wage»>, awoke one 
of the sharks which infest the eastern regions of London. This fellow, 
with the utmost effrontery, produced a paper, evidently just written, 
by which the deceased bequeathed every, thing to him. The gentle- 
man was resolved to treat this iniquitous attempt with u^ter disdain, 
if not to punish it : but the wretch, aware the nature of troubled 
waters, exclaimed,—'^ No, no ! Prove me in the wrong first. Pay 
^me^ or I’ll have you into Doctors’ Commons. Where are joxapro^ 
of this paper being forged? Produce them, else my. story remains 
.good." " Our friend writhed from the bottom of his heart, for he saw no 
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Buide' iH ceJs^it^'tlieda^oiis extortW, tod-W>Mtl'ktiew that he 
eD]ail3'9ati get blit of ^ that bourt^'eyen with an acquittbl, under un ex« 
poAfie oi^ finy pounds t He accordingly delivered up the property, with 
a ife$(dution of givings the. sailor’s relations a similar amount from his 
biyu purse^if they^^should ever come forward. A day or two after the 
troosaction had taken place^^^ he was called upon by another man, one 
of tte crew of^he ves&l, £o acknowledge- that he had confederated in 
drowing up the forgery, but that the principal had defrauded him of 
his shareof the spoil! ^ 

sOur author also adduces instances of compromises being qiade, rather 
than incur expenses, of which wenviil cite onepf Capt. Driver: 

• 

« When I commanded the Clyde, in the^roe trade, oge of the seamen 
BtabbedMny chief mate. * 1 considered myseli mlly justified in ilomng him ; 
but one» of the rascal's attempted to rescue this blood-thirsty \9iain. To 
vresf^e any thing like discipline, I flogged him also, but only inflicted eight 
lash^ However, on my arrival, 1 had one flf thosq hornets after me, cidled 
proctors. 1 employed another ; who §aid, if 1 gained the suit, the expenses 
woul^ be heavy ; and by his advice, 1 gave the informer ten pounds ; this I 
did, which, in reality, is paying a man for behaving ill, and rewarding a 
fellow for attempting to rescue an assassin.” 

England is a land which can never be conquered,” says Raleigh, 

whilst the Kings thereof keep the dominion of the sea and that 
dominion is only to be maintained by unceasing vigilance to nautical 
interests ifl all thdg ramifications. Now it^'' appears that the only 
control over merchant seamen consists in their signing certain articles, 
and if they desert, forfeiture of wages ; but this has no weight in pre- 
venting neglect of duty, .provoking behaviour, or mutiny.. On arrival 
in port, in nine cases out of ten, the magistrates decline interfering, 
ana nothing is left but to be saddled with a lawyer^s bill. And after 
all, what are fine and imprisonment to men, who disregard expenses, 
and are inured to conliiiement ? It is therefore clear that distinct 
lej^slative enactments, and a methodized system of action, are abso- 
lutely necessary ; and that a temperate discipline is requisite for the 
support ahif encouragement of wilfiiig good men, against lazy skulkers. 
For real order does not wholly consist of mere passive obedience to 
arbitrary regulations; laws must be portioned and adapted to the 
various wants ^nd exigencies of all classes concerned, since they may 
become a poison or a panacea, according^ to the judgment with which 
they are administered. To accomplish such an end, there may be 
many prejudices to ovcrc<llne ; • but the subject, being fraught with 
serious consequences to the national prosfierity, is too iipportant to' be 
glozedrover. When seamen were less instructed, they were more easily 
moulded uf customs and usages, w}iich they never thought of scru« 
tiniziug. Sunday pape/s, and designing sea-lawyers, however, have 
made the restless spints quibble without reason or moderation. Now 
when mexi question, quartef-deck authority, and assume the right of 
masuring^ut their employment, so as to acco^ with their own crude 
ii^qas, the necessity is^vinced of establishing into laws whatever is 
permanently necessary* In strict justice we would advise that skulk- 
iqg, contempt, and refusal of duty, quitting the ship without leave, 
h^tual dhin^endess. and theft, should be severely punished j-r-always 
bearing in mind the Nelsonian axiom that— lenity at first, -is severity 
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on 0m oAer hand, we advooate tSiat tihere be a oenltollbor 
ptt#ir over the tictiialling of merchant ships ; fbr shint allowance^ bad 
pMwisions, and rarious irregolarities in that department, have been a 
nevnar-failing spring of discontent. The ratings and warn dionld Uf 
scmpulouslv classing according to individual mt^its, and the statiena' 
of petty omcers awarded to those only who ara remarkable for emu«> 
lation and excellence!* Trifling and vexatious modes ^nf carryinjl'on 
duty ought to be avoided, nor should the hands ever be turned-up, 
when the wetcb is capable of perfonping what is required to be done. 
And to rivet the links of that chain of willing obedience which is t^ie 
soul of good order, indiscriminate abuse, and Uasphemous oaths, must 
be abolished on both sides ;* though we cannot bring ourselves to believe 
the feelinm of sailors so serfsftive, as to suffer under a hearty d^mn, as 
hatii lately been pithily shown by the hue and cry hounds oof the 
Press." Contemptuous treatment rankles more than all the curses 
and myriamorphous execrations which could be heaped upon them in 
the heat of hurry ; for^they neven hold with Maw- worm that they 
likes to be despised." ^ ^ 

In the executive movements of a ship, much of the disposition and 
tact of a good officer is apparent. Thirst for popularity is apt to warp 
the judgment, and we would strongly recommend ever^ one in charge 
of the deck duties, to act with circumspect impartialityj, as the best 
mode of insuring subordination and smartness. By ful]^ endeavouring 
to ascertain each man’s ^ individual qualifications, au officer can make 
his arrangements accordingly ; his system should be clear and methods 
ical ; the execution of it precise and regular. Let him be mindful to 
afford leisure at stated periods ; and as far as service admits, to promote 
a pride of ship, by permitting the music, dancing, and active festivities, 
in which every seaman delights : thus— 

Teach him fatigue and labour to despise. 

Nor heed or boisterous winds, or frowning skies.” 

In the preamble to the Act of Parliament passed when William and 
Mary gave up the palace at Greenwich, for a naval hospitul, this ap- 
propriate eulogy occurs.—** And whereas the seamen of this kingdom 
have for a long time distinguished themselves throughout the world, 
by their industry and skilfiuness in their employment!^ and by their 
courage and constancy, manifested in engagements, for the defence and 
honour of their native counfry." Such was the proud character *of 
our tars at the close of the seventeeth (i.ntuTy: and we need not 
appeal to the names of Leeke, Hooke, Hawke, Howe, or Nelson, for 
evidence oi^ their havinjg strictly maintained their credit: it is im- 
perishably written in the annals o^nations. ' 

And here let, us dwell a moment upon the character^ of the British 
sailor,— not the grass-combing squad which is found intermixed, but the 
r^lar built water-dog— the ** pitcht peecO of reason" o£ Sir T. Over- 
buiy. Unlike the mariners of most other nations, who Hkerely bea.* 
with the privations of sea-life for the sake dC its emoluments, thq* 
Briton is almost the only one who betakes himself to the ocean from 
his tenderest vears ** for better for worse," and can hardfy be tenmted, 
even in his old age, to live on riiore, or at least, ^ out of si^ffit ot salt- 
water. He is inured to withstand the various assaults of heati, and 
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oold,^wi]id> aid fiieniies ; and wl»tlier in battle or Ae 

bre^io, will adck td bia dnty lUce a barnacle to a botton/under 
Ae fludonr Aat if he is to strike^it is better to die &ing aomethini^/* 
He will no more think of Aiinkin^ or dodging than Ae mainmaBt 
His life is tone of high occasional eaatement, and prolific enouah from 
Ane to time in occutrepces^of deep interest. From Ae playfrilnesa of 
his iisposition^die has been described as the oldest " boy” wno wears a 
jacket— -a sort of child on nmh's scantling; but wheAer.in a lark^ a 
Aeeve-o, or a bit of mischief^ h^ never forgets the deeply-implant^ 
crlbi^—^' messmate before a Aipmate, shipmate befoae «a stranger^ 
stranger^ before a dog.’* He is as innocent of»l<^ic as an arebbishop 
is of navigation^ yet becomes argute upon Arne points and will spin 
you a wn as long as a lead^line^ whereift lie advanbes many matters 
'not laid down in books; if he has occasion for raking^ he seldom fires 
wadding only^ and if hard pushed^ throws his ashes to windward^ and 
runsiiis cable tef the very clinch. He likes that^ every thing Aould be 
above-board, and in its regular channel ; and Aough he can batten on 
provisions which are neither wholesome nor toothsome, still he does 
not reliA banyan days, nor six-water grog, because, he will tell you, 
he merely likes ^og for the sake of the spiritual liquor that is put 
into it. With this capacity of endurance, and a thoughtless indifierence 
to self, he b^mes familiarized to danger, and his thoughts on this 
head rarely give muA trouble to his tongue. Thus inured from early 
age, he is 9t for anp^ervice, even for that lingering harassment-— the 
blockade of northern ports. 

Where clouds, and fogs, and darkness drear. 

Obscure and sadden half the year.” 

Nevertheless it must be confessed, that his frank disposition, his 
staunch courage, his headlong desperation in following an officer, and 
his steadiness in danger, are partly counterbalanced by occasional dis- 
content and improvidence. This may in some degree originate in the 
restraint oyer his actions when afloat, want of reflection, and the limited 
nature of'hf^ shore-going cruises: but this we will vouch for, that 
when a sailor deviates from his wonted honesty, his vices seldom par- 
take of turpitude ; and it will be found that some sea^latvyer is at the 
bottom. A thgrough sailor once sailed with us, as a quarter-master, 
and on our return to England, it appeared that he had served the 
time stipulated for a pension,* except that the three first years were 
lost, by his having run fronf the service. Yet^ as his subsequent con- 
duct had drawn the warm approbation of ^is several coi^manders, we 
did all fn our power to get the obnoxious R tal»n from his name ; but 
the Admiralty were inexorable : on .pleading uis excellent behaviour 
uader^our owr^ eye for, four years, it was properly enqimh remarked 
that, the better the man, Ae stronger the example.” On informing 
him of the result, we questidned him as to how he came to be so silly 

to deseft ? had he been harshly treated ? qr what ? ** No, Sir r 
iW his reply, 1 nevet^was more comfortable, but a ^ley-mwling 
chap persuaded me.** But,” demanded we, ** why did you aher your 
name ?” Oh, it was Ae frshion then. Sir 1” 

SuA being Ae raw material^ is it to be wondered at, that,. subject 
to frequent and irreg^ar changes from deprivation to ezvjoyment, and 
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infiwioed by various demvro^ied baUts ^estf^cUiped on the ooean^ 
itfkm* should be stamped '^th irgenMo OM^taeter^ eooentridty of 
maaner^ utter carelesipess aboolj, the jxtdnen^ and utter fearlessness 
abont the future ? The navy watdhet thein ttrith paternal care> as can 
be testified by many a ** goose** at Chreenwich. But far dififerent is the 
fate of merchant seamen. They are turned adrift the moment their 
ship gdts into dodhi their places are supplied by lumpeiis, and thejTare 
no mere, regarded by either master or* owners than so many bags of 
shakings would be : and it has been established by evidence before 
Parliamentary^ Committeesj that this custom, in one branch alone, the 
coal trade, adds more tl^n a hpndrcd' thousand a-year to the amount of 
the consumer’s ^expenses ; for the crews of colliers are absolutely pre- 
vented from pefferming the* delivery of (heir cargoes, which (^ght to 
constitute «an independent part of their peculiar duty. On landing, it 
may be that Jack’s purse is tolerably ballasted with rhino ; his first 
object is to purchase a watch, which he insists shall be a strong^ne ; 
his next is to rig himself with true-blue, and long-quartered shoes, in 
all the taste of a Sea-Adonis. Perchance be mounts a horse, r^hen 
away they go with more velocity than discretion, and he is lucky if not 
speedily thrown on the mane,"^ for the steed is usually some rip too 
well known to be bestrode by any but a stranger, and cither as frolick- 
some and wild as Mazeppa’s, or as ill-conditioned as Rozinaiite. The 
cruise and all its nameless consequences rapidly folloiflii^ southerly 
wind enters the pockets, and in a few days the^pliemerid Creesus is 
taken in tow by the heartless crimps ; and so far from the burnt child 
dreading the fire, this is repeated each voyage, with little variation ; for 
the unreflecting tar, acquiring no experience from the past, is ever open 
to fresh temptation. Now we maintain that it will be a worthy legis- 
lative enactment which will bind the employers and the employed by 
stronger ties, and thereby rescue the latter from the snares of the un- 
principled scoundrels who snap them up. Still more lamentable is the 
shameless destitution of their old age, which, from the alternating 
vicissitudes of their avocation, is too frequently premature. When 
worn out, gaunt misery ** marks them for her own.” Sop the con- 
trast of the man-of-war’s man : at comfortable moorings, he still 
associates with his kind, fights his battles o’er again, and may even 
find messmates with whom he had joined in the shout qf victory. We 
recollect a picture of touching interest in Noble’s didactic poem 
Blackheath,” where a veteran sailor is described sitting under .an 
elm in Greenwich Park, and watching the s^ip, in which he hod fought, 
coming up the Thames to be,brokea up 

On his rough brow, reiAembrance fondly gleams : 

His brighten’d cheek through all its wrinkles smiles : 

Wliiie nreqiient cross his eye, his moisten’d sleeve 

Drawn hastily, wipes off somd starting tear.” 

^ It must he admitted that thou^ our tars are as brave lions, yet 
like those ^ noble animals, they are unmanageable by green^horws. 
Indeed their reckless hliintness of manner very frequently leads then} 
luto serious dilemmas ; but their rage, like that of the scorpion, mostly 

Queyre^ ought not this to be mom, as the sailor's place ? — Printer^ D. 
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reqoils on themselves.! In^tbo lieat the. moment they will follow 
any e&ample^ howev^ nntiageous ahd therefore tho^ who *'go down 
to the sea in ships ai^d occupy their business in great waters," ought 
to be duly org^anized. Captain* Biden relates numerous anecdotes of 
this refractory spirit, of w^ch wis will extract one, by way of instance. 

Captain W. lf.‘Biden, compianding the Thalia, going upon deck on 
theil4tli of October, at iea, Observed to^eral of his cr^ swimmipg under 
the*bows and fdOngside ; he questioned the officer of thcTVatch about 'Allow- 
ing such impropriety, considering the danger from sharks, &c.*, who iciplied 
he had ordered them in,* but they«would not obey; the boatswrain had en- 
devoured to prevent the men going overboard, without efiPect f the captain 
then ordered them on board. After some hesitation on the part o/ Thomas 
Rogers, (seaman,) this order was obeyed ; the *hand8 werenhen turned up, 
and the wip's comiiany were made acquaint&d 4hat swimmtng or going ovcr- 
» board ifas contrary to the regulations of the ship ; a spirit of disaffection 
betrayed itself among several of the men, and Rogers came forward in the 
most daring manner, declaring he would go overboard in spite of the Cap- 
tain dr any one else. This man's insolence became«o inflammatory, that he 
was ordered on the poop, which he reluctantly obeyed, hut burst out into 
mutilioiis language. Captain Biden then ordered him to be placed in con- 
flneinent ; he then became outrageous, seized an iron helaying-pin, and 
threatened to. knock down the first person wlio attempted to put liiin in 
irons, and made all the resistance in his power. I'lie Captain then endea- 
voured to wrench^ the belaying-pin from him, and succeeded, at length, in 
securing thiej^l^ulent fellow, upon which two other seamen declared they 
would also go^ irons ; they were in consequence sent as prisoners on the 
poop. This was not me first or second offence Rogers haa been guilty of, 
particularly on one occasion, in a heavy gale of wind, when the strops of dead- 
eyes of the main rigging broke, and all tho hands were ordered up to secure 
the mainmast ; this skulking vagabond refused, until his captain went down 
to send him up, and then, like a lubberly scoundrel as he must have been, 
falsely declared he had been on deck sul day, and was knocked up ; what 
seaman, even in such a case, w'ould have so excused himself when the main- 
mast was ill danger ? 

An inquiry was afterwards held into the conduct of these men. Rogers 
declared he had a right to go overboard to bathe when lie pleased, and that 
he took the belaying-pin to defend himself, suspecting it was the captain’s 
intention to 41ug him. 

J. Muclellau declared if ^ some people were put in irons, others must do 
their duty ; to avoid which he would rather be a prisoner than do the duty 
of others.’ 

Thomas Thomas wassnost insolent, declaring, if Rogers went into irons, 
he would be d — d if he would not go. This/ellow had been guilty of theft, 
and pardoned upon promise of future ^od behaviour ; being charged with 
this breach of promise by his present misconduct, he replied Captain W. FT. 
Biden was as bad as himself, for not punishing him, and most violent 
and c-oqtemptuous in his conduct. • 

Maclellim was ordered to be suitably admoni^ed ; Thomas Thomas to 
be punished with three dozen ; T. Rogers to he confined in irons, and de- 
llVerel over to the civil power at the flrst English port the ehip touched at. 
This mutinous fellow appealed^to the ship’s company to rescue him, to resist 
the captain’s authority, and try which phrty was the strongest. 

My hrdther laid this case before the magistratq^ at Cidcutta, who would 
f^tjnterfere in the mattsf, and observed that he should have flogged him at 
sea, and that he was vested with full power for so doing. 

** On one point I fully agree with the magistrates, that such outrageous 
characters as Rogers and Thomas should have been flogged. 1 would advise 
every commander d;o punish, in the most exemplary manner, on the spot* 
U.S. JouRN. No.30..May, 18:U. * n ’*'• 
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every daring attempt to dispute bis authority ,^or excite> in any way, others 
to follow an example which may, by ill-timed lenity and forbearance, be 
followed by open mutiny. In the case 1 have described, the majority of 
the crew were well inclined, which induced my brother to stay the hand of 
severity ; but how mortifying to submit to such contumely, ana seek redress 
in vain, where we are told a yemedy is always at hand, and vjiere justice 
should ever preside.” 

We once witnessed n scene of a similar kind in a West Indiaman : 
the qpmmander, who was an active navarl oihcer, being treated with 
contempt by a . kind of “ twice-laid” sailor, as great a rascal as ever 
swung at a 'fore-yard, and not recollecting the eastern axiom that " a 
man should denounce no mo!:e than he can perform,” threatened to 
dap him into ifons : the f&lloyv walked up, squared his anns,*and with 
an aggravating *ttone and ^dsture, strengthened with such eunphatic ^ 
asseverations as seamen love to employ, bellowed — bring them here ! 
I'll throw 'em overboard, and perhaps you after them.” Yet this 
blatant blusterer, whq. migh% have distressed a mild or weak *com- 
mander, being firmly collared and' well shaken, was instantly proved 
to be a spiritless bragadocio ; and bis insolence originated in tK^ ill- 
dedned extent of power which can be exercised in trading-vessels. 

It is but just that the situation of master, on board merchant-men, 
should be so filled as to guarantee the proper fulfilment of any enact- 
ments which the government might be pleased to midce. And re- 
flecting on the command of a ship having been deemed^ by maritime 
nations, an affair of such importance as to havc^been regulated by 
express ordinances, we have felt mortified at the disgraceful manner 
in which hundreds of our ships have ploughed the ocean. Where ig- 
norance, incapacity, intemperance, and cupidity, are united in liim who 
holds an apparent command, it is not unreasonable to expect the con- 
sequent degradation and demoralization of the seamen. 'With shame 
we confess to have met no such analogous absurdity among other 
nations. Examinations for estimating the qualifications of candidates 
for such appointments took place in Spain so far back as 1530, and in 
France from 1584. The llanse Towns were also particularly scru- 
pulous, fur they not only .demanded the proper experience, but also 
certificates of honesty and morality. Why then should England, the 

gem of the ocean,'* be the only country where the too confident ship- 
owners are at liberty to make the dirtiest bargain they, can, and place 
a needy lubber in a responsible and honourable berth ? Formerly there 
was much more care in the disposal of these commands, and there were 
few English masters who were not propruKor% as well of a portion at 
least of their vessels. 

From the tone and temper observable on these pages, our leaders 
will acquit us of being innovatorii, or partisans of whole^e reforms, 
whether brewed by saints or by sinners. Yet we are not so blindly, 
jealous of the institutions of our ancestors, as to deem it sacrilege to 
improve whatever may be fouiidc bad ; or’ to provide for present and 
future exigencies, with, due regard to the policy of other powers, ua 
affecting our security ^d welfare. While, fiierefore, we detail th^ 
inconveniences which neceasarilj result from the present mystified 
way of managing our marine affairs, it is with a view to taking effectual 
steps for removing them. This is a task of no common difficulty, and 
not to be,, accomplished by merely falling back upon the costly 
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ilUdigested statotes o) the Admiralty Court ; for these, however par* 
tially adapted to the ages through which they have been endured^ are 
confessed to be utterl}^ unfit i^r grappling with the present state of 
commerce and navigation. As the arguments for furbishing up this 
farrago ar» more specious than valid^ arrangements must be made^ as 
sweeping as those by, whjch •Louis XIV. quashed the troublesome 
cont|)ound of quibbles and quiddities which debilitated the marine 
strength of France^ when he pUitically gave his country an entire new 
body of mercantile and naval law^. • 

f^uthority and precedent are the avowed foundations \)f Qur Ad- 
miralty jurisprudence ; yet new decisions^f indwidual judges, grounded 
upon fanciful analogies to some former, case, are coifstantly erected 
into m^ims of law ; and an«adherence td femote sodreOs of authority^ 
*in opposition to the plain standard of reason and common sense, involves 
every fresh question in inextricable confusion. While the stability of 
the law is relied* upon in theory, its uncertainty hi practice is notorious ; 
and in fact, decisions depend more «ipon the personal character of the 
judge, than upon any fixed or ascertained principles. Thus right or 
wrong become subordinate considerations ; the question is, not what is 
just, but what is iaw / and that law is not to be found in any written 
enactment, but in the ever-varying opinion of presiding judges. 

When we ^^ear ignorant men murmuring about good old times,” 
and the like^^'We hardly know what they are driving at, except that 
the simplicity of thdkcry creates a smile. Do they wish for the times 
of religious intolerance, of political persecution, of forced service, of 
burnings for witchcraft, of such trials and executions as those of 
Raleigh and Doughty ? It is clamoured by some of the scribes of the 
Press," on the topic in question, that the ancient Rules and Customs 
of the sea are quite sufficient for the well-being of the merchant 
service. We should be glad to know which of those Rules and 
Customs" appeared to them so efficient. They could hardly mean the 
obsolete rigmarole for coasting craft, contained in the Rhodian and 
Oleron laws ; still less can they allude to those of Wisbuy, or of the 
Hanse Towll^ because they are mere fudges from the former. Few, 
we think, would desire the restoration of the discipline which, as the 
Harleian MSS. inform us, was prevalent in the golden days of Queen 
Elizabeth, whqp ducking, keel-hauling, beaching, and cutting off 
hands, were amongst the* minor punishments ; and when it was deemed 
propitious of fair winds, to have all the shipp’e-boys" soundly flogged 
every Monday morning. Atcording to this summary code, If anye 
one slept in his watche, for the first timejie was to be Imaded with a 
bucket 4>f water ; for the second time;, he was to be haled upp by the 
wrysts, and to have two buckets of wpter poured intoe his sleeves ; for 
tl)^ third time, he was to be bounde to the mayne-mast^with plates of 
iron, and to have some gunn Chambers, or a basket of bulletts tied to 
his armes, and *80 to^remain^ at the pleasure of the captaine; for the 
fourth tima^ he was to be hanged at the bolt 8 pr|^te with a can of beere 
and a biscott of breade, and a sharpe knife, and soe to hange, and chuse 
whether he woulde cutt himself downe, and fall intoe the sea, or hange 
still and starve." Here ’s a pretty alternative ! Why modern black- 
listing, polishing, sVab wringing, and diluting of grog — the cqt — the 
rope's end — the b!lbo~the 8 craper~the bear — ^the hmy-ston^-r-are to 
this as a mosquito-bite is to an ulcer ! 
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The harbour of Angola is very extensive, with a great depth of 
water. I should, however, recommend all European vessels not to 
anchor within one mile and a half of the town ; for, as thS nights are 
in general calm and oppressively hot,*th& sea-breeze becomes q£ the 
utmost importance, and by lying close ynder the island, it may be* en- 
joyed with* some degree of regularity. * Numerous fortifications com- 
mand the bay -at every point. The strongest and principal garrison is 
situated on* the brow of a hill on onc^ side of the town, mounting nearly 
eighty guns. Jin addition to<hi8 are three others ; one built on a rock 
coinmuniciiting^vilh the m^iia land by a drawbridge, having also a very 
strong battery of sixty-four guns, commanding the harbour tn every^ 
direction.* The town of Angola is the most extensive settlement 
which the Portuguese possess on this coast. When approached from 
the southward it presents rather a grand and plea'sing appearance, 
being situated on an ^‘eminence, Surmounted by the garrison before 
mentioned. The houses are of stone, spacious and substantial, a# Por- 
tuguese dwellings on this coast generally are ; regularly and even 
tastefully built, with several churches and a cathedral. The market is 
tolerably supplied during the season, but filthy in the extreme. It is 
singular they do not take a greater pride in this one particular, for 
I believe, from the principal market-place of Lisbon, to that of their 
smallest settlement, they are noted for the dirty^state of \;heir towns, 
and the various offensive eHluvia which they constantly inhale. Nu- 
meroiis military are stationed here ; the privates composed chiefly of. 
convicts from Portugal ; many of the officers are also sent to this coun- 
try for trifling offences committed at home. Two instances came to 
my knowledge, the one was merely for murdering a padre, the other 
for putting a sister, who was a bit of a shrew, upon the lire, which was 
the natural cause of her becoming a cinder. For these trifling offences, 
being men of some interest, they suffered the penalty of transportati.on, 
and here appeared to enjoy themselves despite of padres and sisters ! 
JV'Iany of them are, however, most gentlemanly men and^ood officers, 
having served, in several instances, with our army when on the Pen- 
insula. We invariably experienced the greatest politeness and atten- 
tion from them whenever we were on shore. , • 

Every description of provisions was at this time selling for the 
most exorbitant prices ; even water is very scarce, on account of having 
no springs .or rivers in the neighbourhood.* In order to obviate this in- 
convenienceM a number of* large boats are constantly employed in 
fetching it from Bengp River, M^ich is about nine miles, to tlf^ north- 
ward, and upon them the town* and ships depend entirely for their 
supphr. We .were informed that every; description of tj^opical fruit was 
abundant here during the summer months; and the oranges are said to 
be finer at this place than any •other albng the .coast*. We had not, 
unfortunately, an opportunity of judging, in consequence bf the rakiy 
Mason having set in. The only thing we foAid at all plentiful 
herrings, which our people caught so fast, that we were compelled to 
throw them overboard by boatsiull. The zoological productions in the 

' Continued from page 4G3. 
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immediate vicinity ard lioits> tigers^ hyenas^ wolves, zebras, and ele- 
phants, of a prodigious size. The soldiers have also some pretty horses 
of a Spanish breed. A great variety of serpents, scorpions, and nu- 
merous venomous insects brin^ up the rear, to give their gentle tor- 
ments, if ypu be fortunate enough to escape the more ferocious violence 
of the larger inhabitants. , 

The unbliislyng eifrftntefy with which the slave-t^de is here carried 
on, surprises tfie unsophisticated eye of a European. The civilized in- 
habitant of an enlightened county naturally wonders how Uie sovereign 
ofra Christian state can thus opdnly violate every tie of hflmanity and 
aifection I The throne's lustre is*tarnished by the tears'*of^ misery, and 
the King who countenances so inhumdh a ttbdic, wiU tremble when 
called to receive that mercy which he Acuved to others. His hands 
* will b^ too deeply stained hy the blood of his victims, to hope that 
years of penitence and tears can ever wash it out ! Is it not a stigma 
on the Powers .which rule Europe, that they permit those who are 
compelled to obey, thus to obtain riches by ^breaking every law of 
religion and Nature ? Twenty-four ships were at this time lying in 
the harbour of Angola waiting for cargoes of human misery. One brig, 
of not more than 180 tons, had on board above four hundred slaves,^ 
with which she went to sea ! thus closely packed, to be tossed about 
probably for weeks, before they tasted the comparative, but sterile 
happiness of domestic slavery ! 

itaving jremaiiieck here for about a week, and completed a survey of 
the bay, we worked-out and proceeded to the northward. As we met 
with many contrary currents outside, and the wind was very light, we 
made but little progress for some days ; this gave us an opportunity of 
observing the coast, which presented a particularly beautiful appear- 
ance, being thickly wooded, and varied with numerous hills, valleys, 
and rivers. We were led to suppose this line of country was plen- 
tifully inhabited, as every night we could perceive iires extending over 
a great distance. 

’ About four days after leaving Angola, we arrived off a small place 
called Amlwiz, where we found live vessels at anchor under Brazilian 


colours. This town is situated on a hill, which furiiis the south ])oiiit 
of the bay, from which it takes its name : a reef extends some distance 
out from the land, ailbrding good shelter for boats. This place is also 
supported by jhe slave-trade ; and as there are no Portuguese inha- 
bitants, the traders obtain them at a leaver price than at other towns 
along the coast. ^ 

In the bay, a little above the town, is the mouth of small river, 
which ;runs through a very extensiv,e and fertile valley5 presenting a 
most beautiful piece of scenery, the distant hills forming a rich and 
i^ru];^ back-ground. Having passdd the town of Anibriz, we came 
upon a very refnarkable^ range* of hills, covered with immense blocks of 
granite, looking, at a distance, like a^niimber of large stone buildings, 
ov^e perfori^iing the |)art of a church with much propriety, being formed 
by a large mass towering ever all, in the shape bf a modern steeple. 
^We passed numerous villages, which appeared thickly inhabited; 
from one we saw a boat standing off shore apparently full of people, 
and when she passed close under our stem, we found that she was 
loaded heavily with slaves. It appeared that she belonged^ tb one of 
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the Bhips lying at Ambriz, where she waS th^ going, having come 
from Kabenda, a distance of one hundred and twenty miles. These 
wretched beings had thus been exposed in an open boat for about ten 
day 8^ writhing beneath a burning sun. Without a particle of covering to 
protect their parched and ulcerous skins from the maddening bite of 
the musquito ! We could only regret J’hat we were not authorized to 
take them from ikeir inhuman masters, and gfve them once mot^ to 
their homes and liberty. The general face of this coast is a kind of 
red sand-stone cliff, from sixty to one hundred feet in height, parts of 
which are c|kriously excavated by the ^1 ever-ceasing inroads of its bcts- 
terous assailant ; numerous caves and fissures offer splendid accom- 
modations to the variodh amphibious monsters that abound here. We 
frequently saw fires along «tlfe beach at .^ight, probably with Jthe in- 
tention of enticing us on shore, which is a very common custom on the * 
east coast. The natives appear to live in a great measure upon fish, 
as a great many canoes were ^constantly seen near every village in the 
act of fishing. \ ^ 

As we approached the Congo, the water for some distance was much 
discoloured. This is caused by the body of that immense river running 
jso far into the sea. We felt the effects of it several miles before 
making Cape Padron, which forms the southern entrance. When we 
hauled round the Cape, we found the current setting strong against us, 
which scarcely allowed of our making any way. Having tried in vain 
forborne hours to get a-head, we %vere at length gOmpelledi to anchor, 
when we found the current was running past us at the rate of about 
four miles an hour. 

On the following morning two boats were sent away, for the purpose ’ 
of measuring a base line, and to procure soundings. The one in whi<^ 

I went proceeded towards Cape Padron : as we came near the land, we 
saw several Natives, who appeared greatly alarmed at our presence. 
We tried every means to give them confidence, but could not prevail 
upon them to approach, fenring we should seize and carry them off ; a 
species of depredation which is frequently practised upon this coa^t 
both by the Portuguese and French. Their plan is to go on shore and 
mix with the natives, to whom they are apparently very generous, 
giving them in the first instance dl kinds of trinkets and baubles ; 
when they imagine their suspicions are removed, they introduce spirits, 
which they commence drinking, and soon ]ibrsuade *their intended 
victims to join in their revelry. The effect upon their unaccustom.ed 
natures is speedy intoxication, when their« treacherous friends entice 
them to thdr boats. Returning reason finds the once free savage 
loaning in chains, with a mind forn by recollections of those^ties of 
nature and affection, which are thus so violently and for ever broken ! 
Hundreds are in this manner annually entrapped into perpetua\,exil^ 
and slavery ! ' * • * ‘ 

We made another attempt to^ain the» entrance of the river, but 
although a breeze was blowing sufficiently strong to send u^five knoti^ 
a-head, yet we lost grdund at the rate of about three miles an hour. 
The pinnace, which had left the ship at the same time with me, wah 
absent the whole night, in consequence of getting into a current at the 
mouth of the river, which carried her to the northward at the rate of 
about sik knots an hour. On the following moming she contrived to 
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reach the ship^ all hai^ls being in a state of great exhaustion from the 
constant labour to which they had been exposed. 

For four days we made numerous attempts to enter the river with 
the sea-breeze^. and were as constantly drifted back to our starting 
place. the fifth, the wind having increased, we contrived to get 
within half a mile of Shark Point, which- forma the southern entrance, 
where we continued hnd^ all sail for several hours, during which 
time we did not get one inch a-head ; and, as the wind was falling, we 
were compelled, in order to keep what we had gained, to come to an 
aachor. On the following morning, as the sea-breeze Set m strong, we 
got under all sail, and in about six hours rounded Shark jPoint, where 
we found the water quite fresh ; then proceeded slo\\;ly up the river, 
sometimes within twenty yards of the sl^xe, in eight, or nine fathoms. 

* The width at the mouth is*.about three miles and a half, but it gets 
rapidly narrower upon ascending. A quarter of a mile* off Shark 
Point we tried soundings with two hundred fathoms line without find- 
ing any bottom. After passing this point, the* coast on both banks is 
composed entirely of mangroves, with the ex'ception of a few sandy 
bays up some of the numerous creeks on the south side of the river. 
Before coming to an anchor, we observed a schooner lying about two 
miles higher up, under Portuguese colours. In the evening a boat 
was seen a short distance from the ship, with four black men in her ; 
upon being hailed, one of the party said they were going to Kabinda, 
a distance«of fort}\miles. Immediately after answering, they begged 
permission to come on board, when we found, by a few interrogatories, 
that she was a Portuguese boat sent by the above-mentioned schooner 
for the purpose of discovering our character and intentions. It ap- 
peared that she was in great alarm respecting a pirate, under Spanish 
colours, which had lately been committing devastations upon the slavers 
by coming up the river, when they had got a cargo, and robbing them 
of their slaves ; — a species of piracy wliich, according to report, ap- 
peared by no means of uncommon occurrence upon this lawless coast. 
It forms a strange anomaly, that these spoilers should thus again be 
subject to^hc attacks of others so soon as they have obtained their 
prize — ^like the ferocious hawk, preying upon the smaller birds of the 
air — and immediately afterwards becoming himself a mouthful to the 
lordly eagle. 

On the follolving morning, as we were taking in wood and water, 
for which this is a very convenient places several canoes came off with 
numbers of inhabitants. The costume of these people was entirely 
that of our first parents, with the exception of some of the 
who hii^ve picked up an occasional jacket. * This they wear without any 
other garment than the bunch of leaves or old ^iece of dungaree round 
the qiiddle. These are, perhaps, tile most superstitious savages to be 
met with, relying almost entisely upon their charms for the success of 
every event qf tbeir lives. J They are all abundantly supplied with 
tjiem, andy if they find one will noi produce the desired effect, they 
substitute another, uniil> the effect is produced! These creatures 
thought we admired "their mode of conducting the ways of Providence, 
and wondered how white man,” who, they say, is very big in all 
tings, no make Feteish !” They are a fine race of blacks, but I believe 
vjery treacherous# Their strongest attachment appears to be* towards 
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brandy, and I firmly believe any one of tfaent would sell his whole 
generation for a single little of that stimulating cordial. Several of 
them speak broken English, which they have picked up from the 
tradin^vessels touching here, and mentioned, amongst other topics, 
the ilTfisted expedition of Captain Tuckey, in His Majesty’s ship 
Congo. , 

Some of the chiefs, upon coming on board*, and having^ a little brtthdy 

S *ven them, seemed to consider it in tbe. same light as the Arab does 
s salt, and'insisted upon our firing a gun to let all around know that 
we were friends, and come, as the]^ expressed it, to make trader** 
under the impression that we intend^ trafficking for slaves. The gun 
appeared to befell uiftlesstofid, for immediate^ afterwards numbers 
came on board. • Their first /equest was always for a little Ijrandy, ' 
which, if complied with, was sure to be followed .by ** a little more,” * 
until David’s immortal sow would have been a sober brute by the side 
of these. When given to understand that we intended proceeding up 
the river upon the sea-breeze setting in, one of them stood forward and 
said, that ne would immediately ming the wind for us, (having, 1 
suppose, previously observed that it was coming,) at the same time 
wishing to know whether we should prefer a gentle breeze or a strong 
one; having received some description of answer, he immediately 
mounted the poop, and took out one of his Feteish, or charms. He 
then gave several loud blasts, throwing his arms about in the most 
violent manner ; then paused for a few minutes, shmding in the most 
ridiculous attitude, when he commenced expostulating warmly with 
Mr. Feteish for not obeying his first commands. His stony-hearted 
hearer was not, however, to be bullied out of a breeze ; this our in« 
terceder determined to turn to his own advantage by requesting a 
little] brandy to coax him into good-humour. Upon our indulging his 
whim, it was highly ridiculous to see the vagabond take a mouthful, 
and go through all the motions of spitting it on his charm, taking at 
the same time the greatest care not to expend more than one mrop 
upon the obstinate Feteish ; who, in spite of his eloquence and libc^- 
rality, would not exert himself in our cause. Having continued this 
mummery for some time, and finding no more brandy* was to be 
obtained, he left off his incantations, with an assurance that the breeze 
had been sent for, and would shortly be with us. Patience fortunately 
did more for us than the antics of tbe savage, aiM in an fiour or two we 
obtained the requisite gale, when we proceeded up the southern side .of 
the river to a place called Scotchman's* Nqse, a distance of seventeen 
miles. 

Monkeys are extremely numerous at this place, each of the Jianks 
being a perfect colony of these intellectual brutes, who here shine in 
society by comparison with their hdman relatives. In many instapcesj^ 
1 have seen more sagacity displayed by't^is sftiimal, than the other 
natives of the woods which they inhabit ; Ahey keep a day and night 
watch constantly on the look-out, who, immediately* upon any strangea 
appearing in their domain, gives a signal to all friends and relations to 
be on the qui vwe ! When this has been given, it becomes a most diffi- 
cult matter to see one, although they can be heard around in every direc- 
tion, and an occasional pair of eyes, or bit of a tail may be seen peeping 
from behind some neighbouring branch or tree. ^Having the organ of 
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destructiveness*' yerylprcK^inent, I was induced upon one occasion to 
shoot at an iin])ertinent felloiiir, ^o, I could not nelp thinkings had 
been amusing himself at my expense quite long enough, chattering on 
each side of me without my getting a glimpse of him during the \imole 
of my walk* At one unlucky moment, he appeared before me with a 
most malicious grin iipj>n his countenance; when I levelled my gun and 
fire^ immediately zner tBe report^ 1 thought all the imps of darkness 
were rebuking me for my cmelty, by the various discordant sounds 
which broke out on every side. When silence ensued, I beard gentle 
wailings of so pitiable a description, and *60 much like thoser of a human 
being, that it was some time before 1 could convince myself I- had not 
wounded one of my boat's crew. At fifst, J thought the unfortunate 
little object of my aim had escaped fronft^ fate whjoh I had intended 
him, wlben, after a slight effort to retain his hold, 1 observed him fall 
to the earth from the bough on which he had been perched. Upon 
going to the spot, I found the wounded animal moaning in the agonies 
of death with a hand placed upon its bleedihg side. When 1 ap« 
prosyched, it did not attempt to move, but fixed a large pair of eyes 
upon me with a look which 1 never shall forget, and I thought, 
pointed to the wound, as if to reproach me for the act. As the appeal 
came home to my feelings, and the poor little victim of my cruelty 
appeared in great pain, I sent another ball into its head to end at once 
its sufferings, and then turned from the spot, leaving the 'lifeless little 
body witlua deterdunation never again to amuse myself at the expense 
of humanity. 

Wild parrots, and many other birds of beautiful plumage, are here 
found in great numbers, a few of which we procured. 

Upon arriving at Scotchman's Nose, two boats were dispatched ; my- 
self in the gig to survey the southern shore, and Lieut. Boteler in the 
pinnace to Cape Palmeiro, which forms the northern entrance of the 
river. The breadth at Scotchman's Nose is not more than one mile 
and a half, with rather shallow water. 'As the weather was fine, and 
tlie Barracouta had dropped down with the stream for the purpose of 
taking soundings, at sunset I anchored my boat about two hundred 
yards off shiire fbr the night, and in the morning continued the survey. 
We entered a small river to breakfast, where we observed several 
canoes making for the opposite side, in evident fear at our approach ; 
they got quickly to land, and leaving their boats on the beach, took to 
the bush, where they resisted all our attempts to draw them out. On 
leaving this river we met ^otber of our boats, which had been sent to 
assist me in the survey. 

Going on board in the evening, f was' much surprised to hear that 
the natives had attempted an attack upon Lieat. Boteler and his crew, 
particularly as they are in general 6onsidered very docile and friendly 
upon this coast. It appear^d*that when near Cape Palmeiro, the pin- 
nace, whilst running along shore, got into shoal water, and shortly 
^fterward« took th^ ground, when they had some difficulty in getting 
off. The inhabitants of a small creek just by**, observing her so close 
in, and some apparent confusion existing, immediately took to their 
canoes, and in a few minutes about thirty of them, mustering in all 
one hundred and twenty men, came round the point of the creek, 
pulling with great velocity towards the boat ; fortunately fof her, she 
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had by this time oontriv;^ to gfdti #atei» as^ when just within 

mu8ket>-8hot» they set tip a mcM^ war-whoop, and dashed on 

nearly in a line towards the pinnaoe^'^^iMopt. Boteler by this time had 
bo doubt qt their hostile intentions; and di^ired his men to fire ayolley 
of imnciheby over their heads, as a kind of notice to quit ; thi|> however^ 
produced no effect, and they still contixyied pulling on^ upon which he 
fired another volley ; this producing no mdre d^ffect than the fbiAer, 
fuid as his small ^arty, only twelve meni .would have had no chance at 
'dose quartern against their numbers, he ordered a long one-pounder to 
be fired at ifiiem ; this appeared to aitonish the natwee amazingly, and 
thdy began quickly to disperse, a few»only continuing their course, but 
a musket or two soon produced the same effect upon them. To secure 
their retreat and* prevent a ra]iy, the long gun was again fired amongst 
them by way of farewell, which intimidated them so effectualljr, that 
they all pulled towards the shore with the utmost speed. It was for- 
tunate- they were so easily disheartened, as had they, got alongside, 
their increasing numbbjrs must ultimately have overcome the boat’s 
crew, and a general massacre would have been the consequence. • As 
neither their Afornfn^ Post or Gazette ever mentioned the loss sustained, 
we had no opportunity of learning what execution our guns did amongst 
these hostile savages ; but as our men were well practised in tlie use 
of their arms, they no doubt got a lesson which may prove serviceable 
to European ships visiting this coast in future. In justice to our Com- 
manders, I must here state, that we had the most pl^sitivc orders never 
to fire a shot at the natives, unless the most urgent necessity required 
it. This principle of humanity was strictly attended to ; and I feel 
confident in stating, that during our constant intercourse with tliese 
ignorant and genermly treacherous savages, not one drop of blood was 
imed which was not justified by self-preservation. 

Numerous islands are seen constantly floating down the Congo, some 
of which have rather a picturesque appearance. They are formed by 
mangrove bushes and other loose trees, which collect upon the banks, 
and ore then carried away by the rush of water, which generdly takes 
place after Jieavy rains. The inhabitants of the upper j^rt of the 
river make use of these by fastening their canoes to them*, when they 
giun an easy and expeditious passage down at -the rate of six or seven 
miles an hour. Vessels on this coast are frequently deceived with 
regard to their situation by these apparent islands, wlAch sometimes 
drift a long way to seaward, at the same^ time they serve as guides to 
those who are acquainted with their situation, ana from whence they 
come. 


^ It is extremely difficult to ^et^any provisions at this part qf the 
river, the natives are in so miserable a state of poverty ; 4f you can 
persuade them to procure some, tw^o or three days must dapse before 
they can be obtained. The principal rendezvous of slaVers is a place* 
named Talltrees, situated about forty miles aip this river. » 


(To be continued.) 


li B. R. 
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ON THE STATE oS 'OK THE BRITISH ARMY. 

Thb existing and relatm. stdt^ of l;iie several powers of Europe^ and 
the vast armaments of Fmdb called into being by a government 
neither fix^d in principle nor consolidated as to power,’ if they do not 
importunately demand an increase of our arniy^ must yet imperatively 
dictrte that it^ organilatiob should, to the, extent of its numbers, be 
compete ; that it should possess the utmost possible facility of expan^ 
sion on an emergency, and that our navy should be adapted to render 
aSsortive any aggression on the pdrt of an enemy on the fiyst ebullition 
of hostilities. In tliis view, the vemarks of the United Service Jouhial 
for the month of March, on the application of steam as the propelling 
power to ships of war, and the observations of a copespondent on the 
organilation of the British artillery, must be admitted as important ; 
still, farther discussion on these points may be admissible*; as much, 
far more than can now be offered, remains to be said on either subject. 

The present organization of the British jhfantry leaves little to 
desire ; the reserve companies of regiments on foreign service (though 
the system for certain reasons is liable to objection) are admirably 
calculated for facilitating the formation, in the least possible time, of 
as many battalions ; the number of officers required to render them 
complete being easily obtained from the half-pay. Under experienced 
officers, and with a nucleus such as the reserve companies afford, a few 
weeks would renfier recruits respectable and efficient infantry. But 
cavalry, whatever be its organization, however ample the means at its 
command, both as to men and horses, requires considerable time to 
derive from an extension of its numbers a corresponding accession of 
strength. A dragoon when complete in his drills as an infantry sol- 
dier, has still to be instructed in the sword exercise, to be made a good 
groom and an expert horseman ; his horse, too, requires to be brought 
into condition, and to be trained for the purposes of war. The Briti^ 
cavalry, to the extent of its numbers, may confidently face the best 
cavalry in Europe, but it cannot be hastily augmented. An opinion 
may be hazarded, that the horses, generally speaking, are too aged, and 
it IS perhaps to be regretted, that breeding studs under military con- 
trol do not exist ; the general application of steam to public carriages 
would probably compel the adoption of that measure. 

Since the sadden creation of efficient cavalry is from its very nature 
impracticable, the want of it can only be remedied (as it ever has been 
by able generals) by a numerous, well-appointed, and highly instructed 
artillery ; such an artilleiy as Great Britain cannot now bring into the 
field,., but which she, in limited nqmbers, possessed air the conclusion 
of the late* war. At that period, the British nrtillery was admitted by 
all ^reign armies to be the first inTlurope, both as concerned its mati- 
\iel and personnel. Tlic officers might, perhaps, be best judged of by 
the efficiency which their ^rm had^ attained. The gunners w'ere the 
^nest body uf meif in the service, and never failed either in zeal, acti- 
vity, gallantry, or devetion to their officers and* to thebr duty ; they were 
’intelligent in a degfee which no other branch of the service bad ever 
attained ; their esprit du cot'ps could not be exceeded ; they were not 
less remarkable for their admirable bearing in the field, than for their 
orderly and respectable conduct in quarters. The drivers w^re a class 
of men particularly fitted for their duties ; thby were ^allaftt soldiers^ 
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their intrepid stoicism under fire wss^ofitaa tils admiration of every 
branch, of the service^ they were adstiirable grooms^ light weights, j(a 
matter of infinite importance,) and .as to the degree of skill whii^ 
they had acquired in the man^ement^of their horses in the field, ho 
soldier of a similar class in any foreign army ever came year them ; 
indeed, the construction of the limbem of the British artillery ad- 
mitted a rapidity in any change of direction,*and^a celerij;y in limbering 
up, which, in superseding the prolonged used by the aAillery of other 
nations, afforded all the opportunity a driver could desire for evincing 
superior artf The horses of the British artillery were wortl^ of the 
hatton whicli hhd long been pre-eminent for the superior^ of its pri- 
vate studs and ^ts atteaticgi U> this breed of animals. Ine uniform 
construction of its^carriages^ tJ^ir strength and simplicity, the harness 
and horse appointments were all unrivalled^n Europe ; its genertfii supe- 
riority was*such as to have been closely imitated by the French. The 
ammunition, and the manner •of making it up and packing it, were in 
many respects superior to the modes adopted by other armies; its 
spherical case shot, imagined upon d principle which, if not scientific, 
is yet • so ingenious as to have baffled to this day the ifimdries oj the 
French, though they have often recorded its effects in the day of battle, 
may be noticed. Without entering at greater length into the subject, 
it may confidently be asserted, that at the close of the war, which 
pinioned the arms of the greatest General the world ever saw, the 
British artillery, though in proportion to the otheu^arms ii^ the same 
service numerically inferior to any in Europe, was yet in quality 
superior; so said the Austrians, so said the Prussians, so said the 
French. 

** - ■■ Qualls erat ! quantum mutatus ab illo 

llectore, qui redit exuvias indutus Achillis.^' 

The reverse of the picture is painful. 

As to the officers of artillery in the present day, though part of the 
old stuff still remains, and may yet be mused to energy, it is to be 
feared that Mentor, in the March Number of the U. S. J., adhered 
but too rigidly to truth, when he asserted that the prospects* of their 
profession are so bad as to make them as nearly as possible indifferent 
toHts study or practice.’* As to the old gunners, they are for the most 
part gone, the drivers entirely so, and instead of the athletic, proud, 
and intelligent race afforded by the first, aiid^ the light, active, and 
efficient body by the latter, an amolgate or amphibious genus has arisen, 
possessing none of the qualities of the other^two in any degree of per- 
fection. The present artillery sohlier knows nis inadequacy to perform 
well all that is* required, and *therf fore feels degraded by the mgss of 
heterogeneous duties forced ujion him ; the appellation by which he is 
how mustered, {gunner and driver,)* has gone far to eradicate the {nost^ 
desirable pride m a soldier. Indeed, if it*be deemed esselhtial that the* 
appellative of the artillery soldier should oescribe the duties heaped 
upon hinr, or rather convey an idea of his multifariou's employsueuts, he^ 
should, for somq. time* since, have been teamed gunnero^drivero^ 
waggon^trainero^ififanterist, ‘ * 

The horses of the corps were, with the drivers, annihilated at the 
ptoee, six hundred being retained out of fourteen thousand ; it will 
be Ibng before the utmost care and the most lavish expenditure could 
in hoy degfeb, 'in this respect, replace the artillery on the footing o£ 
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1814. The rmtSrielJixmih^ the samej or has in some respects^ par- 
ticularly in the howitzers^ been improved; but what energy, what 
devotion, can, under the present system, animate this inert matter? 
The only attempt which coufd fairly promise any beneficial result 
would be to hark-back upon old times, a measure directly the reverse 
of that which would ^e resorted to in seeking improvement in any 
other art or niftier. But *this resort must /fail, for though, the ofiScers 
(the springs and sinews to animate the matter) remain, they are, alas, 
for the most part, with^ed and ^rown^old, or such an exCess of super- 
sftnuation is visible, as must paralyze the renascent efror|5 of the few. 
On this subject, see a work pubKshed some years since? entitled ** Re- 
marks on the promotion of the ofiicers 2f artillery, and on the applica- 
tion 0 .^ that arm in the field^” \ ^ • 

Mkntor would advise, as a panacea for the deep-seated and long 
standing disease of the artillery, which has existed independent of the 
aggravating causes arising from the change in its organization, the 
purchase of commissions and thc^ removal op superannuated ofiicers. 
A long, intimate, and attentive observation of the machinery of the 
corps would lead to the belief that the most threatening symptoms would 
be palliated, and the difliculties soon removed, if the artillery were 
withdrawn from the control of the Ordnance Ofiice, and placed under 
the direction of the Horse-guards. No rivalry would then exiftt, the 
jealousies which m)erate so materially to the prejudice of the artillery 
would vanish. Ttic Commander-in-Chief, for his own sake, as well as 
for the interest of the country and the reputation of the army, would 
adopt measures which are within his grasp, that the efficiency of an 
arm so important may be preserved. The corps of engineers, being so 
constantly employed on works connecting them with the Ordnance, 
might continue subject to that Board ; but it is difficult to imagine a 
reason why the artillery should be denied that wholesome control and 
that fostering care which the Commander-in-Chief of the army can 
alone afiTord ; that they employ vast quantities of stores, the particular 
charge of the Board of Ordnance, can be no sufficient reason ; the re- 
sponsibility of the artillery officer would be the same, although placed 
under the Clommander-in-Chief. An army, to be efficient, must con- 
sist of the three arms, each in a corresponding state of discipline, and 
in proportionate numbers; identity of management and unity of in- 
terests should pervade^; it is inseparable from perfection. 

. The ever-to-be-lamented Duke of York, and the highly gifted Duke 
of Wellington, acting in tise spirit which can alone render the artillery 
efficient, afforded great facilities for the removal of officers of artillery 
to other branches of the service, apd if the offers whieh were made to 
the artillery officers on the augmentation of the army in 1825 were not 
I mo 9 B generally accepted, it can oitly be attributed to the comparative 
backwardness of their ra^k; which would have deeply told on joining 
other regiments, and to the novelty of the proposal. 

» Of thomany advantages which the country would derive from the 
union of the artillery to the administration at the I^prse-guards, relief 
' from the expense of two Military Colleges, when one would more efiTec- 
tually attain the object for which they are designed, may be named. 
Cadets selected for the artillery service, after completing their studies 
at Sandhurst, may be sent, previous to receiving their commissions, to 
Woolwich, to be instructed under thh supcriAtendence of an officer in 
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the imctical and peculiar parts of their ^ntefcded profession ; they 
night go through what is commonly termed a repository and laboratory 
course/ in the one« the use of all engines employed by the artille^t 
Ae application of mechanical powers tb the necessities and difficnlties 
of artiilery, and the construction of batteries and bridges^ arp professed 
to be taught ; in the other^ the mode of ^ preparing and making up the 
several fire works and ammunition used in the service. .Cadets leaving 
the Military College for the engineers, mi^y complete their education at 
Chatham, and on the military survey of Great ^Britain. The ^urse of 
instruction tjt Sandhurst is well designed, but perhaps practical nn(B- 
chanics, -chemiltry, mineralogy and geology, may with advantage be 
introduced as aiyither st^p froth which a cadet may select the number 
entitling him to a ^mmission^^and this ma;y be made essential, jis well 
as the second, or perhaps still higher step in mathematics, to the ac- 
quirement 'of commissions in the artillery and engineers. As to the 
practical use of guns and mortars, so little time is necessary to devote 
to this exercise, when sf padet is once drilled as a soldier, that all the 
cadets at the College may be beneficially required to attend to it, and for 
this purpose an officer of artillery should be attached to the establish- 
ment ; a non-commiNsiuncd officer can scarcely be expected to blend the 
necessary science with practical instruction, when it is considered that 
the esmrcise of artillery may for the most part be referred to the laws of 
mechanics ; and its practice at a toiget to some of the most refined and 
elaborate researches of the best mathematicians of th& day. • 

Ag^n, recurring to the existing state of the artillery as affecting the 
question of the general efficiency of the army, it must be admitted that 
the horse artillery is the only part which can be deemed efficient. 
This corps, too, is not what it was ; the disease, which is endemic in 
the artillery, has here made great ravages ; it may', however, still bring 
into the field eighteen guns ! ! ! The held artillery is actually inca-i 
pable of turning out a single battery at all on a footing with those of 
olden times : the organization is defective, the system inefficient, and 
neither does or can work satisfactorily. As to expansion, according td 
the present efficiency of the artillery, it certainly possesses* that pro- 
perty ; for as the fiat of a superior, and expediency arising from an cjr- 
travt^ant economy, is made to supersede the necessity of good riding, 
driving, and grooming in a driver, or target practice in a gunner, it 
may also render unnecessary the condition and training \>f horses, and 
the happy ensemble which has hitherto been deemed essential to per- 
fection in a machine composed of so many <»m plicated parts as a bat- 
tery' of artillery ; but can such an artillery, by the rapidity of its 
movements and* the ubiquity o¥ its ^re, make up for the want of a nu- 
merous cavalry? Coul^it support and give confidence to the newly 
raised regiments of militia, and of other less regular forces, if suddfoly , 
called to the held. This duty hitherto has pot happily the lot of 
the British artillery, but the 300,000 infautsy> the 65,000 isavalry, and 
the 1200 field guns of the French, with their recent estafalishment for« 
steam-Tessels on jthe Loire, certainly would indicate the necessity of 
preparation without the taunt of M. Maugoin in the Chamber of* 
JOeputies, adverted to in the recent Number of the Journal. 

On steam-boats and their armament it was intended to offer some 
obspryatienSi but tbe length to which the preceding remarks have ex- 
teniftl^^^tyreaent forbids our entering on the subject; we may recur 
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In my last Essay on the Organization of the Brltidi Artillery, I proposed 
that each ccmipany should hecome an independent corps, containing within 
itself all tluft is necessary to its discipline and efficiency. 1 consider this to 
be the organization whtih rosulffi naturally from its service, which is the 
sinmlest, roe ch^pest, and the most applicable to all its varieties of duty. 

There are some principles which, as- it appears to me, should always be 
strictly attended to in the/ormatioi^of all military bodies. . 

^’irst, each regiment, or integral part of an army, must bq uhder the unU 
form command ^ one man^ interested in its good appearance^ effideiiey^ and 
success y who must he responsible for his cfuirge, and Hnwcabte^when not found 
equal to his duty. t 

Secoffilly, its size should not be too great to admit of ms personal inspec- 
tion and superintendence, under all the circumstances or its or^ary situa- 
tion, so as that he may he Uioroughly acquainted with every qfficer, and gmeraUy 
with the men. ^ 

Thirdly, promotion should be confined, as much as the interests of the 
service will permit, within each regiment, so that those who share equally in 
the perUs of any duty, should also share equaUy in the advantages resulting 
therefrom. ^ 

Fourthly, this promotion should be at such a rate as to prevent men 
arriving at commands requiring much energy and exertion, only when they 
are in mind and body too much debilitated /or either. 

In conformity wi^ the first principle, 1 make each company of artillery 
an independent corps, with its captain as its commanding officer. The se^ 
cond principle seems equally to require the same svstem of organization. 
The third principle can scarcely be uniformly acted upon but under this 
system. The fourth principle seems to require one of two methods of pen- 
sioning off superannuated officers : either that of making them a permanent 
charge on the pension-list of the country, or of furnishing them with the 
means of retirement from the private purses of those who succeed them. 
This last method could only be introduced gradually, as no officer, having 
entered the service on the principle of promotion hy seniority, could he reason* 
ahly called upon to purchase in order to prevent a junior passing over his head* 
Id the first instance, and 'until the corps he filed hy officers who have entered 
on, tbe principle of purchase, the money of those who buy commissions must 
be thrown into 'a common purse, to aid in pettsioning dffi those whose retirement 
should he required by the service. 

In a subject so speculative as that of the proposed new organization of the 
artillery, an attDmpt to trace some of its probable consequences may be 
allowalue. In the nrst place, the neatest possible emulation, and the high- 
est state of military appearance and discipline^, may be expected to result from 
it. Each company, distingu^ed by its number in large characters on 
ornaments of its chiiko and appointments, w^uld become known for its ex- 
ceUence^in some or many fespects; or, otherwise, as the case niight be. The 
actions also In which it liad figured might be commemorated, and their 
names be borne upon the^m[>pointmentB of the officers. A high charactdiiv 
COee Aitained by^a company, would, as in the case of the crock regimentrm 
iD&ntry,be not easily lost, and*care would be taken to maintain that charao- 
tef by t^ selection of, officers '^to command it. Its instruction also, as well 
anits appeainnce and discipline, would be advanced by the anxiety exdted 
in companies to rival.each o^er in the estimation of those officers entrusted 
With the various brandbies of instruction. 

In the second place, every defect would be more obvious", its cause more 
immediately discerned, and more easy of cure. ^ ' 

In the third, an equipment for active service would become 
simple and ready. The artillery part pfieach company being 
atate of the highest completeness and p'wfection, it would only reniw 
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to it from tlie depot, the drivers andthorJbs necemry to its^field 
estphluhsiept, and the fteld battery would ha oomolete. ^ti^ment 
of drivers sp told oRlo eomi^ies should dbusist omy of noAHsdmtmssioned 
^psrs drivenk l*he tSficers of driyert should always remain with the 
tUSm As ^uxhag peace, tffre coomaoieB are placed to the field service fbr 
Infraction, and note la ta^en of those which have been qualifie4for it, there 
.arealwayssomeready for immediate servipe.^ 

Ip the fourth place, ^very iiuiproyeiuant in ic^*leqojipmept and arming of 
'the artillery soldier, would be nibre lifielyAo suggest itself from the emula- 
tion eacited’by the new ^tem, add would* bp more easily tried from the 
small s|x6 offthe* corps to wnichj in the first* inttaaCe, it might be applied^ 

I'he mafatilig the gunner from the^ driver wqnld have two desirAle 
effects. First* each mai^could jiy'the recruiting parties be obtained good 
il£ his kind, and*suited tor his particular service. At 'present, there is at 
least a teodeney to yitroducw only an inferior style of men to^perfmm both 
duties, wi^out being well quaUiiefl for either. Secondly, the duties both of* 
gunner and driver would be much better performed than they can be at 
present. ^ • 

By bringing all the recruiting service under the management of a Board 
of officers stationed at hcfUd-quarters,«this might, perhaps, be conducted at 
less expense and with more advantage than it is at present i»y indepefident 
battalions. In every way, it apiiearh to me that the organization by batta- 
lions is no more suitable to the artillery than it has been found to be to the 
sappers and miners. 

Having thus concluded my ob&er^ ations on the organisation of the British 
Artillery, I have only to remark* farther, that whatever may be their recep- 
tion, whether they be coiibidered' wibe or foolish, feasifde or not, they seem 
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to result legitimately from prineiples, whoso truth appears proved by the 
system and practice of the Britibh infantry.* They seem to result as natu- 
rally as do tne opevatioiis of Nature from its laws. Mentor. 


* The .present system of hatudion organization in the Aitillery is probably in- 
tended as an assimilation to that ot the Ime, but the nature ol the Artillei) service, 
In its necessary distribution and movement by companies, is not analogoub to that 
of tfie line, and the organization ot the latter is, therefore, faulty when apjdied to 
the former. In like manner, the manoeuvres ot field artillery, in which each gun 
of a battery of six or eight pieces may be the pivot of movement, or the point of 
formation, cannot be reasonably conducted upon a system minutely copied ipom (be 
manoeuvres of infantry, in which every file of from three to four ig five huqdred 
may be a pivot upon whirii to turn, or a point to form upon. There is not the 
aaino intricacy, the same danger of conlusion, and consequently not the same boca- 
sion fbr the strict preservation of relative situaMon in the one case as the other.' A 
boAtery may come into action to the rear, and by so doing, make that gun which 
but just now was tjb^ right, at this moment the leA gun oi the battery. The 
c|liaiige in the arrangement of the parts of the battery is so quickly and clearly to be 
M»n, that it is of no importance : the right o^ left flank is that which is so at‘tlie 
instant of command, and on this principle mant>uvres may be conducted much 
ifiore rapidly and easily than oa any other ; and w^iicli is a great desideratUm, 
thor number may be as few as posmdp } not so with the line. Thesa aiw hi- 
stances in which to endeaifbur tnuassiiuilate the services is, in fbality, to act upon 
ffifierent principles in regard to theSn^ it is to sMy utility and the fitness of 
naeans to their end in one instance, and to forget l^em in tlfe other. 8o, if%t 
shoifid be proposed (o reduce the proportion of mcers to men in the artillery to 
the standard of the line^ it would buly be mecAsary to ^how the nature of the 
attiUery service to prove thabsuch a proposition rested upon an erroneous notione>f 
analogy -between the artillhry and the line. In artillery a small detadiment of 

men enen has chatge of very extensive and im^rtant btoref and magazines, bS- 
dim batteries. In this case the necessity for the superintendence of an officer is, 
Ret only, as in the line, fipii^ed upon the number of men under him, but also, and 
laeiet upon the quantity of material In his diaige. In the field service the 
idsoadded tM> that of material, all of which, to a person acquaint- 
uie servloe, shows a necessitf for a greater proporuon of offloers in the 
dfttkfpf than in the rtne. 



. K RAftfl^TITfi OR TAB X.ATB OlSAB'MIOtTB VOYABB OB 
tHB H. O. 9, BRIpOB^ATBB; 1829-4830. 

BT A» or <tn $uit, 

• 

CoNsiDKiiiNa tiie iifaii^t unparalleled extent ef the dlsa^terB that 
befell the H. G» 8, Bridgewater on heriate tojage to India and CJhinaY 
.andj from her naving aolong missi^ the anxiety that must have 
been felt by many, who^ either ^om fenmy connexions or commercial 
alfeculatione, were interested her safe^> it cannot be but a matter of 
surprise that no detmled accotflft shoulp as y^t have found iis way to 
the public. In order to remedy this dend^ncy, (howdVer incompetent 
to the Josk,) I have been induced to dr^w\tp the feilowing statement^ 
* conceiving that a faithful record of the events attending tms disastrous 
voyi^ may not only prove acceptable to those connected with*the ahtp^ 
but nkewlse be perused with interest by\he general reader. The dr- 
cumstances attending the accidents that befdl us during the former 
partvof the voyage^ are not^ perhaps^ sufficiently marked either by no- 
velty or incident to justify a minute detail ; I shall, therefore, rapidly 
^ance at them, and then proceed to give more copious particulars of 
Die hurricane which we encountered off the Isle of France, when home- 
Mrd bonnd, — a hurricane which, juduing'from what I have heard and 
read, I believe to Irnve been unexampled either in dulration or violence. 
The effects of it on the ship have bedn manifested by her subsequent 
condemnation, and nothing, 1 am convincedt (under Providence) but the 
adoption of every precaution whidi judgment or experience could sug- 
gest, to put hex in a state to sustain the reiterated shocks, enabled her 
to survive it. 

The misfortunes of the Bri^ewater may be said to have commenced 
from the time of her leaving ^gland ; not a week had elapsed, when, 
in a violent squall, she lost her mizen-most ; this was, however, speed- 
ily replaced, and with the exception of a very heavy gale of wind of 
tWenty-four hours' duration in Latitude 19’’ Ou S., Longitude 84° Odf 
Bast, we mJjf be said to have had a very fair pasdlage to Beni^. 

After completing our lading there, and attempting to saiC we were 
subjected to some of that dreadftil weather which is so often experienced 
off the aandhea^ in the south-west monsoon, and having lost three 
anchors, we were obligea to nut back to await the result of the next 
spring tides, when we succeeaai in getting to sea. Things now went 
on well until our arrival inf China, when, in consequence of a misim* 
derstanding between our Government and the Ghinese 4 we received 
orders to make sail fdt Tonkoo Bay, instead of proceeding to the usual 
anchorage at Wnampoa.* Ip carrying Ihese orders into effect, we were 
ojertaken by a most vioUmt typhoon. We had dnchorqil the evening 
befere, the weafifer fine and Ae udnd light, without any appearance of 
a <^iige: as the nisht adAnced, however, the sky assumed a very 
squally and^Bthreatenmg.'ospect, and before ilaylignt appeared, we had 
onr lesser yards and masts on deck. The wind now increased In vio- 
lence, and soon blew with great fnry. We soon perceived that the ship 
was driving, and although every exertion wos njade ta bring her up, by 
letting go other anchors, it had no effect, and when close on the edge 
of Lintm l^nd, We wbre obliged to ^t away eur masts iii'*Mder to 
U. S. JovEX. No. 30. May 1831. x 
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•Mfr'llie For a dup in such a sitn&tion, no country possesses 

fadtittes for remasting and refitting than China, both mm^the 
aOareity of wood and stores. Accordingly, in carrying this into execnw 
we had. the greatest difficulties to contend with, and which 
siofiiiitg but the most determined activity find perseverance ^enabled Us 
to overcome; whilst this was in progress, wp hud been at the Whiun- 
poa anchorage alone, and, thereibre, little or no assistance could, be. 
fdveu us by the other ships, which wercfstill detained in Tonkoo Bav, 
wd disagreement with the Chinese no^ bdng.y^ settled. Imme^tely 
as the shipfwes .in a state for moving, we ivere ordered to rejoin Ifie 
fleet. On our arrival we found that^c had been determined to send 
home one of the ships with despatches, and froih the priority of our 
arrival in Chkifi,<we were 'selected. We were now the envy^ of the 
whole fleet, and we ourselves thought that it was, in some measure, a * 
compensation for the difficulties which we had before experienced ; but 
Providence had ordained it 'otherwise; and five weeks after our de-* 
parture from China, having advanced as ffir as the twentieth degree of 
southern latitude, the poor Bridgewater was retracing her steps to In- 
£a, a perfect wreck, not, however, without having given indubitable 
proofs that she had originally been as fine a ship as had ever been put 
together by British artists. 

We left China on the 1st of February 1830, and could the good 
wishes of those whom we left behind have availed, we certainly should 
have had a most delightful passage. We had several passengers, many 
who had taken their passages in other ships, but who, from having 
been detained six months in China, had become heartily sick of Macao, 
and were glad to avail themselves of the opportunity now offered. 
Bvery thing went on smoothly until our departure from the Straits of 
Sunda, when our troubles may be said to have Commenced. For the 
first eight days we had nothing but light winds and calms, the annoy- 
ance of which may be easily imagined. * For some days after we had 
frequent hard squidls from the north-west, with heavy «rain. This cir- 
cumstance, from its being very uncommon in those latitudes, together 
with the state of the atmosphere, which was of the mf/kt 'dense and 
dose description, impressed Capt. Manderson with an idea that some- 
thing very unusual was about to happen ; how abundantly this was 
verified, the subsequent account will amply jbestify. ^ On the 4th of 
March the hurricane may be said to have commenced, for although cm 
the previous day we had reduced oun sails, and got our top-gallant 
yards and masts on deck, yet it was notb^ig more than what seamen 
might term a fresh gale. On that day, however, the barometer still 
fislBng, and the wind increasing- in violence, indicate^ something se- 
rious, and here 1 feel that I cannot convey i^ifiore cleor or perspicmons 
account of eac)i succeeding event, than is redded in ^Ipg ot thedifl^c- 
ent days. • * • r ' * 

^ March Mh.^— Got the jib-boom Und sprifmil-yard in. THiroughout a very 

strong gale from the eastward, with violent gustMhand heavy rnn ; the ridp 
taking It great quantity of water on board, and labouring very deep. Ho^ 
fov^ndev the trysail until midnight, when it was blown to pieces. Conti- 
med hove-to under bare poles. Got the fore-tackles forward, and secured 
vgb fore»m^ and extra tackles on the main-mast and lower yards. 3 p.m. 

thm of the quarteivdeck guns overboard. •At midnight, barometer 
Isw fldlldg; Cat away the sheet stream lutcdiors, and started the watdr 
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on the ran-dedc. At 4 a.k. a sea struck the diip^ and carried away the 
^w rter^boats; the pumps fore and aft constantly working to keep the chip 

"Saturday Mardi Oth.^-These twenty-fours commence^ with a violent 
hurricane« a north-east. The sea too high to sJlow the ship being steered,. 
Continimd Sove-to under bare poles^ with hammock cloths in the weather 
misen rmg^nff to keep the ship tft the wind. :^.m. The ship labouring very 
deep, and faking on hoard immense quantities of water, cut away the small 
bower anchor. At ten a sea struck the ship, and washed away the starboard- 
quarter gaUe 3 r. At midnight the bairometer still falling, and the appearance 
vOiy threatening, the pumps barely keeping the ship free, yitti sometimes 
two feet water in the hold. Daylight dawned without any prospect of a 
change, and the diip not keeping to the wind/ cut away the fore-top-mast, 
which we considered made the ship a liMja more earn At noon, still 
.flipping much water, and eve^ prospect of a dreadful gme. 

** S^unday March 7th. — ^The hurricane still blowing with the greatest fury, 
and the sea rolling constantly over the ship^ having washed away the ham- 
mock nettings and some part of the bulwarks : thebhatchways nil battened 
down with tarpaulins and extra hammock cloths. «The ship now a complete 
wreck) and the ship’s company nearly exhausted, having from the com- 
mencement of the gale worked with the greatest cheerfulness. It was now 
evident that unless an alteration took tuace in a very short time, the chip 
must founder. The greater part of the people at the pumps, and using 
every exertion. About four p.m. the main rigging went, and the mast rolled 
over the side, taking with it the head of the mizen-mast and crossjack-yard. 

• About this time theiviolence of the gale appeared to abate ; by eight it was 
decidedly mere moderate, the wind during the night having veered to north- 
west. hWnd the ship had strained and suffered severely in the hull ; still 
dbliged to keep the large pumps going; found that the tiller was very loose 
in the rudder-nead ; too much sea on to repair it.*’ 

From this statement it will be seen, that we had abundant reason 
throughout to dread the consequences, but for my own part I had iio 
serious apprehensions as to the result until the afternoon of the last day, 
when, however, I found that at that time the violence of the hurricane 
did not abate, and that with our utmost exertions at the pumps, w^ 
coiild not keep the ship free, and that in consequence of the immensd 
quantity of heater in tne hold, the teas had become so saturated, and 
acquired so much additional weight, as caused her to labour exceed- 
ingly, and tremble at every successive shock, occasioned by the tremen- 
dous seas that struck hqr, as if it were the last that she could possibly 
sustain. I confess that all hope of ultimate preservation entirely left 
me*; to our being efficiently prepared in every possible way, for the 
hurricane, can alone be attributed (under Providence) our unexpected 
deliverance. Hod we been less so, or had Lnd any heavier eargo than tea', 
1 am firmly persuaded that the consequences would have been *fatal. 
With the exception of a little biscuit* and a glass of spirits occasionally, 
C 0 t a^an in tqe abip hc^, throughout the three days, either sustenance 
or sleep. Owing to this, toother with the great exertions required of 
them at the pumps, they had become comj^etely exhausted and dis- 
pirited, and at length betrayed an utter indifference to life. One of 
tflY messmates at thiartime said to me, ** How dreadffil this uncertainty 
is' ! 1 wish the crisis was come.'* My feelings accorded with his, for 1 
ftincied that a prolongation of our lives was onl^ a hopeless protraction 
of our miseries and sufferings. When the main-mast was blown over 
the side, I was near {Ihe cmiin to which the ladies had beenTemoved 
• 2 E 2^ 
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£nr Mfety, from ita being less exposed, thciir, own cabins having been 
lendeted uninhabitable by theses making through thein direct brea6hea; 
never shall I forget their piercing and heart-rending shrieks. Tl^ 
blast that assailed us was most awful, and the tremendous crash ana 
nproar caused by the falling of the masts, led one to ima^ipe that all 
was over. Who can but feel for females in su^ a situation ? and yet 
how constantly in times of extreme emergeiiby they cjxhibit the most 
.heroic fortitude. * . 

Throughout .the gale they had no^ occupation, as we had, to divert 
their attention, nothing to employ their minds but the horrors of tSie 
situation in \mch they were^laced,*nnd yet never to the last did I 
hear a murmur* escape ^hem. Well may they be said to be a succour 
and comfort untbiman. Th<f main-mast and part of the misen-mast 
having gope over the side, and the wind, Slaving as it were attained its • 
utmost degree of violence, and exhausted on ns all its fury, becoming 
apparently satiated with the^destruction which it had occasioned, ^a- 
dually subsided, and fiss morn discovered the Bridgewater a complete 
wreck, her yards and masts (with* the exception of the foremast^over 
the side, the bulwarks all washed away, all our live-stock drowned, 
and every thing bearing ample testimony to the contention that had 
b^n sustained with the boisterous elements. It was indeed a melan- 
choly and appalling sight, and nothing but a feeling of thanksgiving 
to the Almighty for such a miraculous preservation, could have recon- , 
died one to a calm review of such tremendous havcS. . • 

On looking back and reflecting on the events that had occurred in 
this dreadful period, a recollection of the thoughts that agitated pne's 
mind, acquires a peculiar interest. One circumstance in particular 
made a more than ordinary impression, and although it may appear 
unimportant in itself, still I hope that I mav be pardoned for having 
entertained for a moment a superstitious feeling at such a time. The 
beU, by the striking of which we regulate the time, was suspended in 
the fore-part of the ship, and near it, amongst other places, my pre- 
sence was frequently required. On my approach each time, my ear 
was assailed with the most melancholy forebodings, from iJie excessive 
rolling of the ship causing the bell to toll exactly as if it were for a 
funeral ; my mind misgave me, I fancied that 1 heard my funeral knell. 

On the morning after the gale had subsided, Capt. Manderson held 
a consultation with the oflicers, and likewise' with Mr. Plowden, the 
President of the Select Committee in phina ; the lion. Mr. Gardner, 
of the Bengal Civil Service, and Mr. Ai^erson of the Penang Civil 
Service, (Passengers,) whem after maturely considering the state of 
the ship, herliulT being visibly much strained and damaged, aqd like- 
wise stul making a gfeat quantity of water, added to which having 
only the foremast and stump of the mizen-ma'st left standing, itnyssthe 
general opinion that she would not be ab^e to*8tand anhther hurricane, 
and consequently that it was gunning too CTeat a risk to attempt 
fetching the Isle of France at this season of the {rear. It^was, thei^ 
fore, deemed necessary for the preservation of the lives of tho8*b on 
board, to endeavour to gain the nearest port in India, and that the gulm 
should be thrown overboard, as well as part of the carm from the orlop 
deck, as soon as the weather would permit. In furUierance of these 
measures, we^ shaped ^a course for Madras, which we reached in five 
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w^Ics afterwards; having in the mean time suffered serious privations 
frpm the scarcity of water, a neater part of which had been started in 
me, hurricane, in order to lighten the ship, as also great anxiety from 
the state of the ship, well knowing that it was impossible that she 
could survive another gale. From the scarcity of materiids we had 
great difficulty in providing temporary expedients for carrying sail ; 
we,- however, by degrees, succeeded extremely well, and the Captain 
of a French ship, which we spoke two days before our arrival at Ma- 
d^s, expressed himself amuch surprised and delighted at ^the appear- 
. ance which we, in this respect, presented. On reachii^g \Madras, we 
were immediately supplied wifb anchoj(s and^ other necessaries, and 
shortly proceeded to Bengal, accompanied* by* a Bengal pilot vessel. 

. Fortunately we found at A^dras, a shfp *on the poiht of sailing for 
England, and thus had the means of conveying information to our 
friends of the situation we were in. 

Unhappily we had not spoken a singld ship |iomeward bound from 
the time of our leaving China, and therefore we well knew the anxiety 
that *WQuld be felt from the length of time that would elapse before 
any information could be received respecting us. On our arrival at 
Cflicutta, after discharging our cargo, the ship was hauled into the dry 
dock, and after a survey held on her by order of Government, consist- 
ing of professional and scientific men, the Bridgewater was condemned. 
Never did a ship present more melancholy demonstration of the wea- 
ther she hdd experienced ; every iron knee in the hold and orlop deck 
was started from its original situation, and stanchions and beams were 
in a like state. It was evident that she had received the greatest sup- 
port from a tea cargo on board, which is extremely buoyant, and like- 
wise added stability to the ship. Her stern frames presented a most 
singular appearance, being completely separated from the main, and 
Mr. Seppin^, the Hon. Company's Surveyor, gave it as his opinion, 
that in anotner hour she would have there parted. 

.In reading the preceding narrative, how manifest is the finger of 
Providence ! for had but a port been burst open, or a gun ^t adrift, 
utter destruction must have been our inevitable fate ; instead of which 
not a single man lost his life, and we were enabled to bring the ship 
into a port of safety. We may, indeed, well say that God was better 
to us than ous fears. ^ After the survey, the following letter was 
addressed by Commodore Sir John Hayes, as President, to the Secre- 
tary to the Board of Trade in Calcutta. 

SERVXCS. 

^ " Calcutta, May 31st, 1830. 

Sir,<-^With reference to the Board's commands contained in your letter 
of theiSith instant, I have now the honour to submit the proceedings of the 
Committee of Survey held upon.the Hon. Company's Ship Bridgewater, for 
the final determination of the^Board and his Lordship in CounoiL In for- 
warding the prOceedfogs alludbd to, I deem it my duty to recommend to the 
eipeci^ coifjuderation of the Board and of Government, the present unfor- 
tunate situation of Capt. Manderson, the officers and crew of the H. C. S. 
Bridgewater, who have suffered so much by their exertions, zeal, perseve- 
rance, and endurance, under circumstances without parallel, during her last 
most disastrous voyage. ^ . i. 

" First. In saviim tkfi ship and cargo after being stranded and dismasted 
at the entrance of Canton River. . * ■ . . • . 
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»6MQndly. In nmusting, refitting, and laAng ihe .dbl^ nndw unpiwQfr> 
denM difficulty and disadvantages ; and lastlj^ m conducting the Bridge- 
water safe into port^ after encountering a hurricane of unequalled violence 
eastward of the French Islands, which arduous service could only have been 
effected (under the Deity) by the skill, ability, and unconuuerable courage 
of British officers and crew. In conclusion, 1 should hope that tinder a lib^ 
ral view of all the sufferings of the parties ^ question, his Lordship in 
Council will be pleased to direct the whole to be sent to England as passen* 
gers at the expense of the Hon. Company, ^19 they are eminently entiUecL to 
iheir ^hest consideration. 

• 1 have thd honor to be, Sir, 

Your faithful servant, 
(Signed) John Hayes. 

For C. Lindsay^ Esq. Secret^;v to the Board of Trade. 


MARSHAL BERfiSFORD— tiATTLB OF SALAMANCA. 

• 

In that brilliant scene of the great Peninsular drama enacted on the 
hills of the Arrepiles, now nineteen years ago, I performed the humble 
part of Assistant-Surgeon in the - — Regiment of Foot. Like all 
military men, I was anxious for promotion, and had been long trying, 
through every interest I could move, to obtain a sti^ff-surgeoncy in the 
Portuguese • army, — an appointment then open to officers of my rank. 
My exertions, however, had proved fruitless, and 1 hbd almost given 
up the pursuit. 

. It was near sunset ; the opposing armies were in fierce collision, and 
as detached masses from either side rushed forward to occupy the va- 
rious vantage-grounds of the position, the two lines seemed to mingle, 
yet for a moment, to repel each other, like meeting torrents. A long 
and twisted stream of grey curling smoke marked the indentations of 
the combat, whilst the sharp continuous tearing of the musketry, and 
the deep interrupted roar of the cannon, formed an awful concert. " 

The Surgeon of my regiment and myself had held a little Council-of- 
war in the rear of our division, then moving into the fight, and it was 
settled by mutual consent, that he should remain where he then was, 
* with the main body and reserve of our jEsculapian scores, to receive 
the more serious cases from the front, whilst* I was to keep dose in 
with the regiment, to afford the praters secours** to our wounded 
comrades before they passed to the rear. happened to be tolerably 
well mounted. En croupe, Lcnrried a pair of capacious Alforges,** or 
Sj^anish saddle-bags, containing, on one side, a plentiful supply of the 
minor ap^ratus of surgeiy, and ^ the other, such ^rove^* as Capt. 
Dougald Dalgetty would have laid in for a like occasion. Suspended 
to my saddle-liow was a ** borachio/^ or leathehi-bag, oi country wine. 
Thus accoutred, 1 rode on with my regiment. 

‘ We had just turned a risiiig ground, and had come into near view of 
the lesser Arrepiles, which was still crowned by a strong body 
French infantry. A Portuguese brigade was in the act of storming 
the hyi as we came up, and were gallantly mounting its side; but 
that most commanding point of the adverse position was quite as gal- 
lantly defondqd by thq enemy, who as yet maint&ined their ground on 
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its crest. A division of the Portuguese army^ led on by Sir William 
Carr Beresfbrd in person^ was closely eneaged at its base^ nobly rival- 
ling the feats in arms of their Qritish Allies. 

As we pressed on towards this interesting scene^ a mounted officer^ 
in Portuguese staff uniform^ galloped towards us from the fronts shoutr 
ing at the top of his voice, Asurgeon^ a surgeon— a British surgeon !*' 
In ym instant 1 was at his side, and recognised him to be Colonel Warre, 
one of the Marshal's Aides-idb-Catnp. Follow me/* were the only 
words pronounced by h^m, as he«wlieeled round his charger, and again 
sjhirred him towards the line of fire. ^ * 

After a few minutes* gallopr we dre^ up at a covered waggon, to 
which the Colonel pointed with eagerness as* he dismounted. I had 
already; drawn the curtains pf the vehid)e*aside, and 'perceived that it 
contained two persons : one in the uniform of a serjeant, Jthe other 1 
immediately recognised as the Marshal himself. He was lying on his 
baclc, dressed in a blue frock-coat and white waistcoat. Just bmow the 
left breast was a star of blood, bright and denned as a star of knight- 
hood. It was about the size of that chivalrous decoration, and occupied 
the exact spot where it is usually fixed. There was a small rent in its 
centre, black and round. The eyes were half-closed ; the countenance 
in perfect repose, perhaps a little paler than when 1 had last seen it. 

The situation of the wound just over the very fountain of life ; the 
stillness of the wpunded General; the appearance of his companion, 
whose lower limbs were literally mashed; the Commander-in-Chief 
and the non-commissioned ofiicer laid side by side, silent, motionless, 
and bloody ; — all struck me at the moment as a prelude to the equality 
of the grave. I asked no questions, for I had come to the conclusion 
that there might be no tongue to move in answer. In an instant the 
Marshal’s dress was torn open, and my fore-finger, that best of probes, 
was deep in his side. Not a muscle moved, not a sound was uttered ; 

1 felt the ]N9b smooth and resisting below, whilst the track of the bullet 
led downwards and backwards, round the convexity of his ample chest. 
I now spoke for the first time since 1 had entered the waggon, and 
said, Geil^ral, your wound is not mortal." This observation of mine, 
which I made quite sure could not fail to be particularly interesting to 
.my patient, seemed to have been beard with perfect indifference ; for 
without taking the sli^test notice of the very agreeable intelligence I 
had just communicated, he looked up and asked, How does the day 
go?” Well,” said I, *^the enemy has begun to give way.” " Hali r* ■ 
rejoined the Marshal, it<4ias been a bloody day.” 

During this brief conversation, I had traced the course of the bsdl by 
a reddish wheal, which marked its trajety and 1 felt tHe missile itse^ 
deeply lodged in the flesh of the left loin. The preliminaries for nut- 
ating? out were arranged in a moment, and the Marshal bad turned oa 
his right side^ when the woduded Serjeant, having by this time, as. I 
suppose, disovered my trade, began most lustily to call upon ** Noisa 
the Doctor in the same breath. 1 requests of him, in 
Jbis own language, to be silent ; telling him, at the same time, that his 
General was lying wounded by his . side. . Upon this the Marshal 
turned round his head, and with a reproving look, said to me, Sir, if 
that poor fellow’s wounds require dressing more than mine, dress him 
first.” ]Bk>th thb wdrds and the manner in the^y wpre spoken. 
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made a Rtrong impression on me at the time> and impressions stamped 
on the field of battle arc not easily erased. I assured his Bxceliency 
that nothing but amputation could bei> of any service to the Serjeant^ 
and that I bad not the necessary instruments by me for such an 
operation. * 

All parties were again silentj and I proceeded to cut out the bullet. 
. My knne was already buried in the fiesh^ its point grating aranst the 
lead, when the Marshal feeling that I had ceased to cut» and calculat- 
Jng, perham, that my steadiness as aa operator might be influenced by 
the rank of my patient, again turned round, and with as much 
/rM as if he had been merely a sjpectalor, said in an encouraging tone. 

Cut boldly, Bpctor ; 1 never fainted in my life almost at the same 
instant 1 placed 'ihe bullet in'his hand. « * 

When the wounds had been bound up, the patient demanded what 
steps he should next adopt. To this I replied that it would be prudent 
to have himself bled sfter some hours. But who is to bleed me 
quickly rejoined the Marshal. I was in some measure prepared for 
this question, and had already determined on the course I should follow. 

From the moment 1 had recognised the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Portuguese army lying wounded in a waggon, close in with the enemy, 
and had ascertained that his wound was not necessarily mortal, 1 saw 
that my being on the spot, at such a moment, might lead to my pro- 
mtition. A fair, unimpeachable opportunity of tendering fresh services 
to him on whom the accomplishment of my ambition seemed^to depend, 
was now afforded me. But such is the influence of an unflinching, 
unaffected firmness of character in a chief over those below him, and 
such the impression left on my mind by what I had just witnessed, 
that 1 felt convinced 1 should establish a higher place in the Marshal's 
good opinion by remaining in the fight, than by volunteering to leave 
it, even for the purpose of attending to his own wound. 1, therefore, 
respectfully submitted to his Excellency, that my tegiment was then 
probably in action ; that 1 should be sorry to be out of the way, when 
my friends and comrades might need my assistance, and that I hoped 
he would be kind enough to permit me to join thdib. Most 
certainly," was the reply. 

I saw no more of the Marshal for many weeks, and when I had the 
honour of being again presented, I found him, very ill,iAuffering much 
from inflammation in his side^ and a profuse discharge from his wounds, 
kept up, as was afterwards discovered^ ^ some portions of woollen 
doth, which the bullet had carried forwar^from the breast of his coat, 
through the lopse folds of whish the missile had passed before it entered 
the flesh. * 


In quitting the Marshal on thei field, under the circumstances and 
with uie impresisions I have just described, I Allowed the conrse^ost 
consonant to my feelings, my sense of duty, and even my views of my 
own interest at the time, whether I judged rightly upon the latter 
point or not, cenuin it is that when 1 appeared in the next gfeat battle- 
scene at Vittoria, the following year, I had already, for some months 
filled the station of Staff-Surgeon in the Portuguese army. 

B. 

. .London, 2nd April, 1831. 
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ON OONDBMNlNiB SMUGGLERS TO SERVE IN THE FLEET. 

a 

TO THE ErOHT HONOURABLE THE COMMIBSIONEHS EOR EXECUTIKO THE 
OFFICE OF LORD HIGH ADMIRAL. 

Mf LoBDSx^The interest which your Lordships have taken in 
every thing which relates to Ithe welfare and concerns of the Britidi 
Navy^ and which has been so recently evinced after your accession to 
difice^ induces an old officer to hope you will not think bint presumptu- 
ous in bringing before your Lotdships* notice^ ^ subject which has been 
long felt by the whole service^ not on^ as the greatest degradation, 
but al^o as being most injurk)U8 both to discijdine and welffire. I 
allude to the practice of sending smugglers, sentenced >to banish- 
ment for a violation of the laws of their country, to serve on board His 
Majesty’s ships of war in commission. 

The stigma which must consequently be attached to such a custom, 
does in fact place the British seaman on a level with felons— and has 
long been felt, though silently, yet not the less acutely, and the sea- 
men naturally ask what they have done to merit so severe and cruel 
a reflection. 

It is impossible that the Lords of the Treasury can be aware of the 
serious blow it is to His Majesty’s naval service, and what the feelings 
of the capCains and officers are at seeing their ships so degenerated as 
to be converted into gaols. The sailors feel it, if possible, more severely 
than even the officers, from being obliged to mess and associate with 
men who have been convicted as felons. — ^It damps the pride and ar- 
dour both of officers and men. Common sense and experience point 
out, that men so sent on board must be expected to take advantage of 
any opportunity that may occur to sow the seeds of discontent and 
sedition. This dangerous custom was first resorted to during war, 
when England had a very large navy in commission, and when seamen 
had become so scarce that it was difficult to man the fleets, and they 
were glad tiS, get any description of persons. Such times plead an ex- 
cuse for sending on board ships of war any men who had ^en bred to 
the sea ; besides which, in war, smugglers were not so numerous, and 
your fleets being very considerably larger than on peace establishments, 
it was not of so much consequence. But now, when British seamen 
are so abundant, that they are^starving in the streets for mnt.of em- 
ployment, it is unjust and^cruel to deprive them of their bread, by 
Wibly putting into their situations men whom the hiw regards M 
convicU, and thereby, instead of relieving the seamen, adding to their 
miseries and distresses, and that at a time when seamen should receive 
^ very encouragement to^enter into your ships of war, instead of those of 
foreigners; — ^besides, reconciling men to your shii» of war in i>eace, 
might, in a great measure, if not wholly, do away with the necessity of 
pressing in' time of war, and at all events greatly reduce or assist in 
aj^lishing by degrees the necessity for corporal punishments ; but this 
can never be expected to take place so long as discontented and despe- 
rate characters are sent on board, and that against their will, to serve 
as part of the ship’s company. In short, botn Reason and Justice are 
against the continuance of such'^ aUf^unjust piactice; and if the wel* 
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fare of the British is of any consideration^ there camot be one 
reason brought forward in support of this custom. A very heavy and 
disagreeable responsibility attaches to jkhe officers from haviu cbaiM 
of a set of smumlers whenever a ship arrives in ^ortj where the 
companies of all Alps of war, both English and Foreign, go oh shore 
on leave. The orders received with tlm smugglers are such, that to 
.prevent their escaping, they are put in irons every ni(i^t, which gives 
the impression to our countrymen and foreigners, that the greatest 
tyranny and^ oppression exist on board British, ships of war, and gives 
.seamen sucli sk dr^d of our naval service. e * 

In the army, milit^ dcjiinquenisi that they may not di^^ce 
any regiment, fte formed into a separate corps for the coast of Amca ; 
but in the navv,^ civil delinquents are furc^ upon them, as if t|ie wel- 
Jeure, credit, ana purity ^ of the British Navy were not of equal importance * 
to that of the army. Happily the day is gone by, and it is to be hoped 
for ever, when the Bo^rd of ^Admiralty was so degenerated as to be 
formed by what was colied a‘xiur8ei;y for young statesmen. 

The Navy hailed with joy and satisfaction the appointment of His 
Most Gracious Majesty, as Lord High Admiral ; and the Navy, always 
neglected till then, notv see with the greatest delight four naval Lords 
and one naval Secretary appointed to that Board, and the eyes of both 
seamen and landsmen 'are watching what will be the first steps of a 
Board composed of five professional men towards bettering the condi- 
tion of the service, and putting it on a footing suitable to the dignity 
of this great country, if your power to do good and benefit the coun- 
ty is equal to your kind intentions, we shall not be disappointed. • 
•Your Lordships are capable of judging of the hardships and degrada- 
tion of the grievances here complained of. If the authority of the 
Admiralty is so circumscribed as not to be able to prevent British 
men-of-war from being made a receptacle for convicts, and that in a 
time of profound peace, as every part of England is now about to be- 
nefit by obtaining a reform — if an appeal is made to the highest powers 
in behalf of the grievances of the seamen, it is impossible that they 
-would refuse to extend the same indulgence to the BriiisteNavy which 
is going to be extended to every individual on shore ; and the great 
interest which the liberal and high-minded nobleman at the head of the 
present Administration has ever taken in our J^aval sqpvice, makes me 
feel confident that we should have his Lordship's support. 

In making this appeal, it^is only with the sense of public duty to 
the service to which I have the honour to belong, and trust, for the 
honour of that service and for the ^ood of the country, and for the sake 
of British seamen on whose behalf it is made, that it will not be made 
in vain. , 

, • I am, my Lords, 

Your Lordships most obedient and foithfol servant^ 

* John BaiLLiHOBs. 

The Ray, Maidenhead, 

15th March, 1831. 



THE BRITISH CAVALRY ON THB PENINSULA.* 

BY AY OmzCSR OF BllAGOOVS. 

Thb shyrt campaign terminating with the battle of Coninna, forms 
an epoch in the Peninsular war. It was called disastrous^ and perhaps 
such is not altpgetlier an dndue epithet ; the blame was naturiuly Jaid 
to the chaine t>f the gallant chief ; considering, however, the circum- 
stances of the case, we cannot a^use the Government of speaking very 
stronglv on the subject.* The officers of the crown natufatly wished to 
shift the opprobrium from their own dioidders, where we candidly 
think it ou^t to rest ; but with tkis opinion tfe have no wish to accuse 
those ministers of high crimes ; they were mistaken ^ to the state of 
Spain } they mistook popular feeling for physical power ^ad warlike 
capability ; Uiey were not happy in their choice of poUtical agents ; 
from some of their military emissaries they received valuabm in-, 
formation which they disregarded j and this «ii^a8 to be expected, for 
having fixed upon Spain as a good field on which to oppose the over- 
whelming power of the French, in which they probably judged cor- 
rectly, and having determined to seize on the opportunity offered by 
the patriotic insurrection, they overrated the power of the patriots, and 
sought only the advice which a man wishes who has made up his mind 
— confirmation. The disasters of Gallicia have been greatly overrated ; 
the retreat was rapid, and the army, in some measure, disorganized ; 
but not more than might have been fairly expected with so young an 
army; perhaps not more than occurred in the retreat from Burgos, 
when our army had become accustomed to war. But taking a fair 
view of the subject, what was the loss ? what the sum and substance 
of the disaster ? The enemy could boast of no military trophy ; neither 
British gun nor standard fell into their hands ; no officer of distinction 
was taken. It is unnecessary to except Major Napier, who was left 
for dead on the field of battle. 

* In the pelile guerre, we were eminently successful ; the chosen 
^uadrons of the enemy had gallantly attacked and had been bravely 
repulsed, while in the numerous affairs of posts, the French could not 
boast of one favourable issue. During the course of retreat from As- 
torga to Lugo, when the rear was most closely pressed, the enemy never 
gained even tUb most Crifling advantage, and when the campaign was 
closed by the battle of Corunnji, the British army, suffering from sick- 
ness ana exhaustion, in great want of shoes and many other necessaries, 
victoriously repelled the attack of an ^rmy superior in every arm, 
especii^ly in that of artillery, the French having delayed the attack 
till the arrival of a numerous battery, which did great execution, and 
amoim its effects, was the immediate cause of the heavy loss we sus- 
tainea in the pliant Moore^ * * 

The fear of fatiguing the reader prevented us from commencing this 
i^etch of .pavalry attiona by an inquiiy into the comparative materiel 
of the British and JVefich cavalry. He must, however, submit to the 
ftifliction, and may, perhaps, find a mere statement of facts with which 
he is well acquainted. We also find a difficulty in speaking of the 
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French cavalry: we know something about ^ein> and perhaps overrate 
our knowledge; but we fedi assured that the majority pf British 
officers who ^ve opinions on this subject are not well informed. Some 
retain the good old English mode of despising all foreigners : we re- 
member our own boyish opinion^ that one Briton coul^ beat two 
Frenchmen at any time» and more on an emerg&cy* Most boys have 
a confused idea or little finical men^ with powdered heads and pigtails, 
when they think of French soldiers. We recollect, while at Marlow, 
speaking in .derision to a Frenchman Vho had served— his only answf.r 
was ''wait fill you meet Frenchmen.** ^ His words were soon recalled 
to our recollection on the field of Vlmeira, when the French at least 
made an attach, worthy of^ njen who meant to do or die. We have 
descended from our high ground ; but altiiough we cannot enjjy this 
paradise of fools, we heartily disagree with those worthies who see un- 
mixed excellence in the French horseman. ^ The French cavalry has 
proved itself a most efiicient body. It has been more left to the 
guidance of its own officers than is the case in our service ; and in the 
field of battle, detachments of cavalry have been more scattered 
throughout the different parts of the position than has been usual 
with us. 

The French cavalry enjoys the favourable opinion of their army, 
among whom the chasseurs and husards are preferred to the dragoons ; 
from our own experience we should be induced to dispute the justice 
of this preference. The dragoons appeared to perform all ^the duties 
usually allotted to horse soldiers, ana to share equally with the light 
cavalry, the duties of the outposts. There is perhaps a greater dif- 
ference between the heavy and light dragoons in the French than in 
our service. The dragoon horses are stronger and taller, and this >vas 
systematically arranged at the cavalry depots, and not left, as in our 
service, to the caprice of the Colonel. At one time the light dragoons 
were most esteemed in our own service ; military opinion has changed, 
and it is pretty generally believed that the success of charges depends 
principally on the weight of the horses; it may be so, although we 
have never witnessed any charge in which .the weight seemed to have 
mudi to do with the matter, nor do we think it has, always supposing 
that the dragoon has a sujfficienl horse under him, and feels confident 
that his steed can car^y him well into the frav and safely out of it, in 
case of repulse* It is also thpught by some tnat the heavy dragoon is 
not fitted for the outpost duty ; this opitiiqji is quite unfounded : for a 
long time the Royal dragoons were brigaded with a light r^ment, 
and shared equally with it iif all outpost duties, and in doing so with 
their black horses, acquired the name of ** Whitbread's Hussars.** The 
equipment of the French cavalry is in many respects preferable to that 
of our own. ^he Frenchman's horse-gear, though very homeiy, is* 
equally useful with ours, and much moA easily kept in order. In 
&eas there is no marked superiority on either side ; tiie*English dress 
is far more splendid and costly ; in point of use and comfoVt they afe 
pretty mucli on a level. In point of armament the French establish- 
ment is greatly simerior to.ours. To compare the several weapons 

Carbine. — Our Wyy^ dragoon carbine is pretty efficient; the FVench 
heavy dragoon carbine is too long. The chasseqr carbine is excellent, 
it is light; and will carry a ball ^t least twice as for as is necessary ; 
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our light dragoon carbine Is so decidedly bad in all respects^ that we 
have only patience to say; the sooner it is got rid of the MtOT. 

Pistol.— A pistol is usually considered as a necessary part of a horse 
soldier's armament : we . have not been informed wlw an old German 
writer (per/iaps Lloyd) says^ ** never fire a pistol nil you feel yoiir 
antagonist’s ribs with | the muzzle.” Why then not use the sword? 
Marshal Saxe«, in his reipbries^ of which we have only a translation^ 
says^ y Pistols are to be totally laid aside^ they are only a superfluous 
addition of weight and incuinbr^ce.” We never saw a pistol made 
uae of except to shoot a Slandered horse. *. 

Sword. — The main dependaiice of a horseman is the sabre ; as to its 
construction^ we prefer giving Marshal Saxe’s epinion^^ivith which our 
experience perfectly agrees. The swi>sd should be three square^ 
(f. e. bhyonet-shaped^) and carefully blunted on the edges, that the 
soldier may be enectually prevented cutting with it in action^ which 
metliod of using the swora never does execution. It should be four 
feet in length.” ^ * 

The French dragoon has a lon^ itraight sword^ the handle is heavy 
and the blade lights by which adjustments the point is naturally raised 
without effort^ while it fetis light and manageable in the hand. The 
chasseur sabre, although not quite so long, and slightly curved, is, in 
point of fact, much the same as the heavy dragoon sword, as it is 
equally applicable to the thrust and is emially handy. The sword of 
the Britisl^heavy dragoon is a lumbering, clumsy, ill-contrived machine. 
It is too heavy, too ^ort, too broad, too much like the sort of weapon 
with which we have seen Grimaldi cut off the heads of a line of urchins 
on the stage. The old light dragoon sabre (for we hear that they have 

f ot a new one) is constructed in utter defiance of Marshal Saxe and 
is reveries, and as nearly as possible the reverse of what he suggests. 
We can answer for its utility in making billets for the fire. We 
recollect congratulating a dragoon who at a rencontre, in our absence, 
had sacrificed a French officer : ** Yes, said my friend,” who, by-tbe- 
by, was a most gallant fellow, I had pot room to cut, so I ran him ' 
through.*’ IVbat would the Marshal have said to the education which 
had prompted such an apology. There can be no doubt that thrusting 
is the proper use to make of the sword ; it is a brutal operation ; that 
is not our business ; let those who make war look to this and much 
more. We only wish tb see our cavalry efficient when they are em- 
ployed, and we cun see no reason why a ‘heavy dragoon should have a 
straight sword and a light dragoon a curved one. 

The Lance.~Of this queen of weapons we know little ; in single 
combat, it is undoubtedly most formidable, and in squadrons, perhaps, 
it is most useful in the hands of a cuirassier. All the European powers 
conciv^ in having cuirassiers, dragoons, light dragoons, hussars, and 
fancers ; mrenfffiiers a cheval^may perhaps be added ; b&t in all armies 
there is virtua,)ly but two classes, cuirassiers i^nd dragoons, the former 
a]one being never employed on the outposts. 

We wiw that thp advantage of defensive armour was more foirly 
cbnsidered, as we feel convinced that its utility is underrated in our 
service. Instead of a tedious <j^uotation, we b^ to refer the reader to 
General R^niat’s work ** Considerations sur la Guerre.” 

The French cavalry appeared to ^ove more compactly ^han ours, 
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aild suck is" probably the ease. The saperior breeding of the English 
horses renders them mote unsteady than the half cart-horse of the 
I^eenchman. Let any one observe the^steady charge of a squadron of 
jeoBsanry ; oae half of the horses were but a few days before in the 
ploi^h, yet they keep their line^ and halt in as good ordei as a squa-^ 
dron of dragoons, whose horses have been trsineA to this work alone. 

Ihe account was closed at Corunna. The war was: commenced de 
naw> by augmenting the small force at Lis1x>n, which army was placed 
under the qommand of Sir A. Wellesley, who landed at Lisoon in 
April 1809.^ .That officer had been wisely chosen, on account of the 
talent he had shown ip the^ort eaOipaigu of the preceding year. 
Pity that the skme principle of selection had not been adopted with 
regard to Lord Paget. Tfid'T^valry of Sir Arthur's army apf^ears to 
have amounted' to about fifteen hundred swords, under command of 


Liettt.-Gen. Payne. The whole force was put in motion on Sir Arthur's 
arrival, and moved toq^ards the north, to dislodge Soult, whose head* 
quarters were at Oporto^, where he was surrounded by most part of his 
army. The French cavalry was greatly superior to ours in point of 
numbers, and the light hors^ under the dis^nguished Frunceschi, was 
actively employed against the Portuguese insurgents, or patriots. On 
the 4th of May, a post of the French was attacked, and 4000 men 
dislodged from a strong position at Grijon; on the retreat of the 
enemy, two British squadrons charged and secured many prisoners. 
On the following day, the brilliant passage of the Douro whs effected. 
Without entering into the detail of this most interesting operation, 
we shall merely notice that part of it which afforded an opportunity of 
employing cavalry. 

Brig.-Gen. Murray was ordered to cross the river five miles above 
Oporto, at Barca d'Avintas, with a view to intercept the retreat of the 
. French along the right bank, and also to prevent their crossing over to 
the province of Beira. This force came too late for the first of these 
objects, as the enemy had for the most part passed on, and when it 
came did nothing. We beg to cite the following passage from Colonel 
Napier's admirable work : ^ 


Major-Gen. Charles Stewart, and Major Hervey, 14th Light Dragoons, 
impaUent of this inactivity, char^red with two squadrons, rode over the 
enemy’s rear-guard, as it was puSiing through a narrow croad, to gain an 
open space beyond ; Laborde was unhorsed, and Foy badly wound^. On 
the English side. Major Hervey lost an arm^^aiid his gallant horsemen receiv- 
ing no support from Gen. Murray were obliged to fight'their way back with 
kwi.’’ 


It is difficult to imagine any thing more satisfactory than this little 
attack. The small fbirce of cavajyy, unsupported, was unable to hold 
tht ground it ^ad ^gained, far less could it s^ure prispners, which ig 
always a difficult task for cavalry. It is not proposed to give any .con- 
tinuous account of theenrar, this 4s not our (^ect— it is also unneces- 
it has been done, and is doing over and over again ; tfi those who 
wiw valuable information on the subject of the Peninsular war, es 
wdl 88 military instruction. Colonel Namer*s book is complete. At 
the battle of Talavera, we have to record the very g^lant conduct of 
the British cavalry, at least of one remment, and we do this with 
gitet plpesprp, as we consider ijfo servfoes of fhat ‘regiment to have 
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been neatly nndertated ; while it is some pledge of our candour that 
we bdieve we are unknown^ even by name^ to any <^cer who served 
with the 23rd Light Dragoons at the battle of Talavera. The French 
cavalry force on that occasion amounted to seven thousand swordi» 
under the command of a highly distinguished officer^ Latour Mm** 
bourgi « 

A division of dragoons under Milhaud, was employed to keep the 
Spwiards in check, another division was in reserve, the remainder was 
divided among the different columns formed for the attack on the Bri- 
tiBi position. » * 

A valley, which in accounts* of the ba^ttle is usually called " the 
Great Valley/* passed in front of the left and centre of Ae British line. 
On the^Bth of July, two diirisions of Ffehch infantry were marched 
*up this valley, threatening the left of the position sb much* as to in** 
duce Sir Arthur to send an order for the cavalry to charge : the order 
was transmitted to Gen. Anson, commanding s brigade composed of 
the 23rd Light Dragoons, and 1st Qerman Hussars. 

The ground was verv unfavourable for cavalry movements ; and had^ 
the Colonel of the 23rd been consulted as to the expediency of tlie mea^ 
sure, he would probably h&e explained the obstacles which were most 
manifest. ‘ Colonel Seymour received a simple order, and he at once 
obeyed it^ leading his regiment to almost certain destruction, over 
CTOund nearly impassable to a single horseman ; many fell in the 
descent into the vallev. Colonel Seymour among the number. The 
remainder were rapidly formed by Major Ponsonby,. and gallantly 
charged the French infantry, who threw themselves into squares to 
resist the 23rd. The original attack of the French, which had occa- 
sioned, the greatest alarm, was paralyzed, and ike attempt mas not rc- 
newed, even after the destruction of the 23rd, which proceeded to 
char^ a regiment of chasseurs, upset them, and was only repulsed by 
a brigade of fresh dragoons sent to the relief of their comrades, and 
who charged and nearly destroyed this gallant regiment. We shall 
no\v quote from three very high authorities ; first, »om Victoires et 
Conauetes*’ Resumes), which after giving an account of the repidse of 
the division La Jusse, continues : 


** Les divisions Villatte et Rufin re^urent ordres de se diriger la premiere 
dans le vallon, etda seconde par la chaine de montajpes de la Castille, et de 
chercher k faire une troude. Ces divisions dtoient suivies par lacavalerie, qui 
devait saisir le moment favorable pour ddboucher dans la plaine sur les der- 
ridres de Pennemi. ' 

" Deux rumens de cavalerie Anglaise ehafgerent alors^ les Fran^ais, 
passent sous le feu de Tinfanterie entre les divinons Villatte et Rufin, et 
vont attaquer le lOme et 26me Chasseurs^^heval. Le lOme r^ment^ irop 
fUble pour soutenir le dhocq, ouvrit sea range et laissa passer la cavalerie 
ehnemie, mais se reformaat sur-le-champ, il coupa la retra^ aux Aiwlaia, 
et prit ou tua presqu’en totalit^^le 23me de Dragons, qui etoit k leur tm/* 

The Frenchman fairly ayows, that the French brigade was too weak 
to withstand the charge of the two British regimenta, as he styles the 
dSm of the 23rd. We shall next quote CMonel Napier: 


. VlUatte’s divisions, Buppojrted by two n^^ents of cavaliTr wasseen ad- 
vand^ up thp great vslwy against the^letE^ and beyond vmatto, &ufin*s 
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divUoB waa diaoovared marehlng towarda the nuwntain* Sir A. Welleslejr 
ordered Anson’s brigade to chaige the head of the colunin. 

This brig^e coining on at a canter^ and increasing its speed as it ad- 
vanoedf rode neadlong aranst the enemy^ bat in a few moments came upon 
the bribJc of a hollow defIb, which was not perceptible at a distance ; the 
French throwing themselves into squares, openea their fire, « end Cmnel 
Arenchild commanding the Hussars, whom forty yeurs’ experience had made 
master of his art, promptly reined up, exclainung, * 1 will pot kill my young 
men V The JSogiish blood was hotter. iThe 23rd rode 'wildly down the 
hdlow, — ^men and horses fell over each other in dreadful confusion ; the 
survivors mounted the opposite bank b]^ twos and threes. Colonel Seynyivir 
was wounded f but Major Ponsonby, a hardy fioldier, rallying all who came 
up, paased throwh Rufin’p and \^llatte*8 dii^ision, and reckless of the musketry 
fiomeach side, with inexpressible violence on the chasseursin the rear: the 
combat was fierce but short. ’ \lctor had pcyrceived the first advanjje of the 
En^ish, vid detached his Polish lancers and Westphalian light horse to the 
support of Villatte ; these fresh troops coming up, when the 23rd was already 
overmatched, entirely broke tb»m, and they retired leaving nearly half their 
numbers.*’ • , 

We have next to refer to Colonel Jones, whose book, though only an 
outline of the wmr^ is highly esteemed for its accuracy and clearness ; 
after mentioning w charge of the 23rd, Gcdonel Jones adds, 

** The regiment w& tdmost entirely destrcwed, notwithstanding which, the 
enemy was so astonished at the boldness or the attempt, that the columns 
halted, and the division of Spaniards under Bassecouit, detached for that 
purpose, holding the light troops in check — thU imposing nwn‘*meni^ which 
threatened the dStiruetion qf the army^ produced no result whatever/^ 

Such is the cursory view of this gallant charge as it is given by three' 
very high authorities. Colonel Jones alone has given an opinion pretty 
generally held in the army, vix. that this charge not only checked 
Villatte'b movement, which of itself was a service of vital importance, 
by giving Sir Arthur time to manoeuvre his forces ; but farther, as fiur 
as could be judged, prevented a renewal of the attack in that quarter, 
which was not reputed. We think Colonel Napier has given short 
measure of praise to the 23rd ; indeed, justice demanded a more lauda- 
tory detail of the case. He again alludes to it in hk Observations.*’ 

** The whole of Villatte’s and half of Rufin’s divisions were paralyzed by 
the charge of a single regiment.” 

We are convinced that the writer of the " History of the Peninsular 
War” wishes to deal fairly with all, and faithfully to record the events 
of the war ; while writing the above we were mfbrmed that this j^rt 
of his work had been already attacked, and we sympathize with the 
gallant Coloilel on the many^ attacks he will receive from founded 
pride during the progress of his labours, and which may be some small 
offset against^ the satisfaction wfich he will experience in the /enjoy- 
ment of his well-earned fame. We hav^ read accounts of this cliarfe 
by several authors, in jnost of wliicb exceptions are talf:en a^nst l£e 
23rd ; one we remember is, that the cavalry had not recon||oitred thqir 
front, ^ another, that they had no reserve ; but these and many other 
objections are very idle qiecimens of the easy art of finding fault. Tt 
is not the province of an ofiSicer of cavabv in position to reconnoitre his 
front; at least, it is the especial duty of the stafiT or engineer officer who 
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takes xep the ground, topcnnt out anf peculiar features in the probable 
line of action ; and 'thb is evident^ when we consider that a corps^ 
and especially one of cavalry^ \is frequently nioved up and ordered to 
iidte part in a battle^ when no time can be allowed for reconnoissance^ 
gd where J:he best hopes of success would be lost by a moment’s delay. 
Had the Greys recomaoitied the around when they made that gallant 
and decisive c]iarge againk D'Erlon’s corps at Waterloo ? It is well 
known that they were ignoranf as to what they were charging, yet Pon« 
sonby’s brigade by their ^charge aVso contributed greatly to the security 
eBthe position. The petition at Talavera was, at least, equally threat- 
ened by two French corps, yet* the char^ which paralyze the attack 
has been judged ill-advised and rash. The 23rd had sso share in the 
motives whicn led to the or^er to ebar^ they received the order and 
. obeyed'^t ; Seymour aud Ponsonbv did their duty, and did it well ; 
theM officers had no desire to kill their young men,” but relying on 
tbs Gommander-in-Chief as to the expediency of his orders, they al- 
lowed no obstacles to impede them.' , We truly 4nink that the 23rd may 
diallciige the world to produce an instance of greater effect produced 
on a ww-disciplined enemy by so small a body of oup* 

The only pandlal which occurs to us is the of the Polish 

Lancers at Somosierra, which Napoleon probabljr^imared under a chi- 
valrous excitement, risking most unhiirly the brave lancers, who would 
have been destroyed had a single Spanibh regiment kept their ground ; 
and this dangerous measure was adopted most gratuitously, when there 
were large corps of in&ntry at hand. We hear nothing in the French 
accounts of ill-advised attacks. The Emperor did not consider such 
languwe likely to edify the chivalry of his dragoons ; he covered them 
with gmry. We pursued another course, ana the above and another 
instance of unjust censure had a very bad effect on the spirit of the 
British cavalry. We do not believe that Napoleon would have thanked 
Arenchild for the fruits of his forty years’ experience ; that officer pro- 
bably did what he considered his duty, and he had fnani/ other opjior- 
tknities of evincing his valour and skill. We would be among the last 
to derogate f'om the merit of that gallant veteran ; but on niis occa- 
sion, we must give undivided praise to Ponsonby and his people, who 
gave a different interpretation to the order. We have little hope of 
reclaiming any slanderer^ of the British cavalry, who, it appears, are 
generally reused of charing too much or too little.* In the arrange- 
ments of the army, it unfortunately happened that the 23rd was soon 
afterwards sent home. ^ 

* The Jfreiiich cavalry, although so vastly superior in number, appear to have 
taken no active sluure in the battle. • 


U. 8. Jotrair. No* 80. Mat^ 1831. 
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YACHT CLUBS AND RBOATTAS. 

Thb History of Naval Architectnrr^ has iiot« sifioa the commence- 
meat of our conunerdai ^eatness, manifested so many decisive proofs 
of masterly research as it has within the last half-century. It hat 
been allowed to occupy that distinguished place which it has so long 
and justly deserved, as a science of the utmost possible .importance to a 
maritime people, — while its principles have been studied and jirofeised 
by men well known in the naval circles for their scientific acquirements 
and their recondite learning. Within this limked period, not onljr hsC^ 
the most valuable improvements been effected in the construction, speed, 
and general equipment of Our naval force, but men, who from early life 
have been attaining, in actudl service, a, practical knowledge pf their 
profossionb have been encoura^d to communicate to tbeir country tibe 
result of their experience. The situation of England, the nnparaflded 
glory of her victories, (he su&ess and the extent of her commerce, aU 
tend to prove that the pride and t^e honour, the welfare and the pros- 
perity of the nation, depend materially on the practical efficiency of her 
navy. We have been led into these remarks on considering the pro- 
gress and prospeda^tf the Yacht Clubs, and as the time is not fat dis- 
tant when the sqtmrons of these little navies will be preparing for 
their annual expeditions, and for the great festivals connected with 
them, we propose to devote a few pages to a brief inquiry into the 
actual ments and utility of these institutions. There are/ we believe, 
few seamen of judgment and experience who have not admired the 
beautiful, vessels of the Experimental Squadron,** and no one, we> 
imagine, will say that those built subsequently on the plans of different 
officers, as well as those now constructing in the public yards under 
their superintendence, do not at the same time confer honour hn the 
service to which they belong, and hold out a cheering prospect of future 
and incalculable benefit. We sincerely trust, that the different *^naval 
administrations will readily encourage every such developement of 
talent,— that they will afford our heroes every possible opportonily 
of ascertaining in the dock-yards the comparative value 'and utility 
of any improvement that may suggest itself to their observation, and 
that they will promote the ends of science by honouring these mani- 
festations of research with their immediate sqpport aq^d patronage. * 

But while this laudable spirit of amendment has belti senidbly 
spreading in the public service, the .zealous superintendents of the 
private yards have evidently kept pace Uvith the progress of improve- 
ments. To .effect this object, the Yacht Clubs have afforded them 
abundant opportunities of acquiring knowledge, and of applying the 
results of their practice to the advancement of a great public cause ; 
for the improvement of naval architecture is unquestionably a^pul^lic 
cause of the utmost magnitude, and we Jknoi^ no measure so calculated 
to promote the enlightened views of the scientific members of our navy 
as the. establishment of Yacht Clubs. On theke grounds, espcdcilly, 
. dp we advocate their general encouragement. There are, we are con- 
vinced, few seamen irao are not femuiar with the splendid models of 
mpBy vessels of the Royal Yacht Club, and every succeeding year 
brings us fresb prooft of some important advantage ^ned eimer in 
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construction or in spe^. Tiie Royal Yacht ‘^uh is supported by 
noblemen and gantlmnen of -^t^ radjc and ^opulence, land con- 
sequently no expense is spared in the equipment of their Tessels. The 
pnde of the dub^ this year, may probably be beaten next season by a 
* new competitor^ built ]uirpo8el^ to oppose her; and what one gains at 
one pericm by superior speedy is done awa^ at the succeeding contest^ 
by another more* decisive and important improvement. Hence^ it must 
be evident that a continual emulation is excited among all classes^ from 
tli4 opulent predictor to*the practical artisan^— -and (hebimeficial re- 
sulta of this prmseworthy rivdry are feu; too obvious to require any 
comment. That these advantages were ftflly* foreseen by the pro- 
moters of Yacht Clubs, there can be little*douDt ; they*could not Imve^ 
been ignhrant that, in establishing on a permanent and regular scale m 
society so characteristic of this nation, they were effecting a gradnal 
but marked benefit for the country at lal'se. But this is neither a 
question of taste nor opiniony-^if we appeal to» mets which cannot be 
misunderstood, we see the measure supported by the first naval heroes 
of the day, by men who are regarded by the puWe as the brightest 
ornaments of our anna^ of maritime achievemenl^k^That these men 
are mme qualified than any other body to decide dia the advantages of' 
such institutions, is a proposition which it requires no reasoning 
demonstrate, — and their names would certainly not be enrolled on the 
list of the honorary Members of the Royal Yacht Club of Cowes, if 
they thought these clubs of no public utility. We have, however, the 
distinguished authority of one of our most experienced officers, who has 
served most actively in the fleet of this country ; who has shared the 

{ lerils of those whose home is on the waters ; who has given additional 
ustrei to that national banner under which he sailed, and whose name 
is identified with the British seaman we say it with pride— with 
that pride which the circumstance must ahvays excite in the mind of 
an JBnglishmaii, that the Royal Yacht Club of England is honoured 
with the exalted patronage of King William the Fourth. 

But it must pot be considered that the encouragement of naval archi- 
tecture is the onl^ advantage effected by the yacht clubs ; money, in 
consequence of their establishment, is extenmvely circulated in the 
commercial world: while trade, more especially that connected with 
shipb^dlng and Ae equipment of vessels, is excited and supported. 
In ^ ^nie of war also, the advantm^e of coifimanding the services of a 
w^-^ciplined and orderly bvdy of seamen, such as is employed in 
the clubs, must he allowed to be incalculable by all who understand 
the machinery of naval governments. We have, therefore, seen that 
the.iiuerits^of Yacht Clubs are jgreat an^ important, and that they are 
entitled {0 the cordud and consStent sup^rt of the Britislupeople. 

W&buv’e now td discuss Che i^iiity of Regattas. We are fully aware 
that o^^this subject there exists a great di verity of opinion the re- 
gatta has been ^decried bs an idle amusem^t, interesting only to those 
concerned, and it has been asserted that its observance is a waste of 
timetad of money. This certainly appears to us a very narrow view 
of the question; if regattas, were disoontinued> it U by no means pro- 
bable that the. proprietors id yachts would reject altogether the esta-' 
blishment of a contest among themselves^ d^ermine the comparative 

r a *■ . ' • ’ 
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mtnU of theic sieTeral aad to, exci|e.a degree of emulation 

f i|[-|beir seemen* /Now* wo Woi^idiak* wliy idiould not the public 
^ eart in the testival ? oottimercial; people withhold 

tribute of support from an amusement so charactwistic of the 
imnonal taste ? Wno is there who has witnossed a regakta* such as * 
that annually observed at Cowes* at Plymouth* at Belmst* or in the 
, Bay of Dublin* (for we speak only of those conducted*on a liberal* and 
extensive scale*)— who is there* we Repeat* who has witnessed that im- 
pressive sebi^ and not felt his heart expand* when the conquei^g 
hero of t|ie wavh returned* meted wjth the applauding chems of. the 
beholders* and welcomed* to the shore by music ? The competition 
of a boat-race & precisely ^diat is required to fulfil the intentions of 
the advopates of yacht clubs* and even If they were recommdnd^ by 
no other circumstance than the emulation and pleasure excited among 
the seamen of the vessels themselves* we should consider their daim 
on public notice fuUy«^stablished. Is^he sailor who has fought his 
countrv*s battles to have no seasbn of relaxation from toil ? Is the 
^ nursling of the storm'* to be denied even this gratification* so conge- 
nial to his feelings^land so appropriate to his calling ? We are not* on 
the other hand* unihindful that the measure has been condemned as 
inimical to the interests of morality* We despise such sophistry. Are 
labour and toil for ever to be the portions of the children of men } Is 
rational pleasure prohibited by the fundamental laws of n^oral philoso- 
phy ? Away*" to use the words of an doquent modern imter* 
** away with this sullen* this morose* this unnatural philosophy* if (t 
deserve the name* which would pluck every flower from the thorny 
wreath of mortal destiny ; which* with presumptuous hand* would tear 
from creation the resplendent robe with which the Deity Himself has 
invested her* and cry shame on the very sun as he pursues his course in 
triumph through the heavens/* 

In whatever point of view we examine the measure* either as the 
means of exciting emulation in the yacht clubs, as a national festuml* 
or as the grand holiday of the seamen* we are more and convinced 
of its public utility. We call* therefore, on the people* and on our 
naval heroes* to support these pursuits in every, possible wfw ; and 
we earnestly recommend them to establish regatta clubs in different 
parts of the kingdom* which will ensure i repetition of the festival* 
and provide the necessary funds by^a less fluctuating method than 
public^ subscription* which must cease \Kith the period prescribed and 
the object specified.* By Jthese means we may venture to affirm that 
the country will reap much and valuable benefit* and learn tq^ entertain 
a proper and legitimate value^ for the interests of that n^y* which 
numbers ampng its heroes the immes of Howe* Rodney* and i\ela^ * 

O. B* • 
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LAKCBAS AND LIGHT DRAGOONS. 

^ Tab (lANiervations on Light in the Fields by the officer who 

sime himself Vanguard in the United Serrice JouriuJ for April, are 
full of such good sense, and are written in such a candid and liWal 
spirit, that they have deservedly attracted the attention of all officers 
of*the cavalry who are readers of that well conducted publication. 
From several of his terms and eimressions, however, it may be inferred 
^at Vanguard is an inlantry officer, and though he seenp extremely 
^nversant with the nature of the duties of cavalry in the field, still he 
is in error as to some points, on which, io judge from^his candour, he 
will not disdain to be set right. In tl) 5 ^ first place, he really is quite 
mistakl^n in supposing that ahe fashion of mounting our light cavalry 
upon very slight horses any longer exists ; on the contrary, it has been, 
and is the earnest endeavou^f both the late and present Inspector, as 
well as of the Lieutenant- Cfflonels of the lig)^V cavalry, to obtain the 
strongest horses that the Governinent allowance can procure, which 
dlowance is the very same both in light and heavy cavalry. A good 
judge of horses would probably pronounce those of the 9th Lancers 
and 8th Hussars, for instance, to be as strong and serviceable animals 
as can be wanted for any description of service. 

Then, as to the fire-arms of the cavalry, it is very true that hitherto 
they have ,iiot been, until of late years, considered enough as to their 
quality or weight. The light-dragoon carbine was certainly an inefficient 
weapon, and had also the fault of a bore which admitted of no bullet 
except those expressly intended for it, a great disadvantage when em- 
ployed ill front of the army. The carbine of the heavy cavalry was 
again a still more inferior weapon, with a loose ramrod, not secured in 
any way to the piece, or to any part of the man*8 accoutrements, so 
that, at common field days, nothing was more common than for the sol- 
diers to drop and lose their ramrods altogether. There was also the 
^pendage of a bayonet to the heavy-dragoon carbine, than which a 
more usele**? accompaniment to a weapon already very weighty and 
awkward, could hardly have been imagined. As heavy cavalry, if 
strictly considered as such, are less liable to be employed at the out- 
posts than the light, one does not see either for what possible reason 
they were to hive a heavier carbine than the others, because it is na- 
tural to infer that the carbine^ which carries sufficiently far to be for- 
midable at the outposts, mrst^be equally fit for the very few occarions 
where cavalry coul]^ be liable to use it ^elsewhere. All these points, 
however, were brought under the consideration of the authorities more 
than a year ago. Several pattern carbines were made by the best gun- 
smiths ; a great many experienced officers, and even old private soldiers, 
(opinions nevdr to be despised,) were consulted upon nie details of all 
that regards the efficiency of the weqpon ; and a series of very satisfac- 
tory trials was made with the utmost exactness and patience, under the 
direction the Ojrdnonce Department, who decided upon a carbine 
li^Uch had the merit of carrying full as ffir as the French one, was 
mnch more handy and convenient, and was constructed upon superior 
principles, as regards the quality and durability of the lock. To have 
imned a complete supply of these new carbines to the cavalry in time 
of peace wbnld have been a needless waste of publib hiohey ; but 
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Vaiigaftrd will no doabt be banpy to learn tbat^ wbenerrer wanted, 
there is this weapon prepared wt the use of the cavalry, whidb must 
give them a great advant^ whenever^^ shall again appear at the 
wtposta Wore their Continental rivals. There is but one amendment 
wUm some officers would have preferred as r^^ds the ifew carbine, 
but which has been rejected, perhaps from some pardonable prejudice 
for (dd habits. It is the method used^by the French Chasseurs of 
wearing the ramrod, instead of having it fixed to the carbine by a 
swivd, through leather loops hewed about twelve inches ap^ 

upon the mnt of Ae pouch belt. By this arrangement, when the 
man is not usin^ it, he, puts it through the loops and it lies across his 
breast, with one « end elevated^ a line with his left shoulder, and the 
other depressed towards his right hip ; in short, following tho* direc- 
tion of the pouch belt. A sught leather thong hj which it hangs 
suspended from the pouch belt when skirmishing, effectually prevents 
the French Chasseur from losing it ; hffibas it always convenient and 
ready to his hand; and" the careine ia of course all the lighter and 
more simple in construction, from not having the ramrod permanently 
attached to the Wrel with a swivel and iron loops. It is said that 
even a still greater improvement^ if possible, than giving them an ex- 
cellent carbine, is contemplated by the authorities for the accoutrement 
of the cavalry, namely, the suppression of that most unnecessary of the 
dragoon's incumbrances, the hmster pistols ; so useless are these articles, 
indeed, that it is ten to one that Vanguard, if he is an infantry officer, 
scarcely knows of their existence ; at w events, he never can have seen 
them us^, except to shoot a lame or glandered horse, for it would be 
difficult to produce an instance of a cavalry soldier having on any one 
occasion fired his pistol at an enemy. 

There is but one more error in which Vanguard will, no doubt, allow 
himself to be set right, as regards the existing state of things in the 
cavalry. He observes, that the British army is incomplete as regards 
our having neglected to organize a certain number of our regiments 
Chasseurs ; now so far from this being the case, it has thought 
of so much importance for our cavalry to be able to act as light infantry, 
when occasion requires, that in the Book of Instructions and Move- 
ment, issued for trial early in 1829, and still in practice with the 
caval^, a chapter is entirely set apart for the service of dismmntifhg to 
act onjbot with carbines; and among the numerous officers of all ranks 
w^ were consulted upon all its detaiU bv the able and experienced 
general officer who compiled and issued tnat book, there were none 
who did not concur in the necessity of such a practiee being laid down 
in the most exnlidt manner. Experience had long since made*them 
wdl aware of tne absurdity of Dreidar’s directions for dtsmoutUino to 
form hatialum, un operation by which half the efficers were changed in 
their places and in their oommands, the bbrses were fisstened together 
in sumi a way as would be most ddwreus when in the presence of an 
enemy, and so much time was wasted in a complete new telling offranii 
olffier ceremonies, that, fbr any emergen^ of real service, the attempt 
wmild have been absolutely rioieulous. According to the new prtfeiiee, 
the centre man of each three holds the bridles of his 'two neighbours, 
Wvhidi means a squadron of sixty files will furnish fior^ files to act 
K Bght infantry ; ana being all rights and lefts of threes, MMlsmount- 
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ed mea f^quire no fresli idlings i^r moving bj while they remain 
on foot* Thu8» although a la^r. proporUon q(, light infantry is fur- 
nished hy each squadron thaH /Vanguard himself bontemplateSf the 
bones are left in a perfectly manageable state^ and each man who re- 
mains mounted^ haviim only a couple of horses to lead in their psofil 
places by threes, no onhculty whatever would occur in mardiing off 
the .whole of the horses either^ to the flank or rear, if it should be ad- 
visable to alter their position* in order to avoid cannon-shot or other 
^nger during the absence of th&t proportion of their riders who had 
msmounted to act as light infantry. Vanguard may4;l%n reassure 
himself as to the stren^h and *size of our light dragoon horses ; as to 
the certainty of an admirable carbine being reaSy in cash of a war ; and 
as to fihe attention now paid to the {ftTkctice of dismounting cavalry 
rapidly and easily, to act in the same way as the French Chasseur,— a 
practice which he is fully justified in considering of the very utmost 
importance. # * « 

^ As to that part of his judicious ^aper in which he speaks more par- 
ticularly about the disadvantage or Lancer regiments in the British 
service, many farther arguments may be adduced to show how correct 
and practical a view he has taken of his subject. The greatest of dl 
military authorities has frequently declared his opinion, that in our 
service all cavalry should be cavalry of the line, that is to say, fitted 
equally for all purposes of service- 

Is not tlfe reason obvious ? An English army takes the field with 
the smallest proportion of cavalry of any European power. How can 
it then be possiole to divide a force scarcely suflicient for the ordinary 
and necessary duties dependent on the infantry, and requisite for their 
security and safety, into the various separate departments, if such an 
expression is applicable, of first, the heavy ^dragoon or cuirassiers ; se- 
condly, the lancer ; and thirdly, the light dragoon or hussar ? out of 
these three descriptions of cavalry enumerated, only the latter can in 
H^ictuess, and supposing us in this respect to adhere to the customs of 
the other European cavalry, be called proper for out-post duty. Now 
let us eJKamine our disposable force, in which the regiments in India 
must not be reckoned of course. We have, including the Life Guards 
and Blues, thirteen regiments of heavy cavalry, three regiments of lan- 
cers, and six regiments* of hussars and light dragoons. If our army, 
when called upon to take the field, is to depend, for its outpost service 
on-the six last-namedi regiments, supposing them all ready for instant 
emWkation, it would, , as to numbm, be poorly provided, especially 
when their very week strength is considered. But the ^ct is, that the 
distiaetion of heavy and light dragoon in the British service is only in 
dress and equipment, and it is raA»a singular anomaly, that the heeyy 
dra^n, from* being lighter equipped, without ti^ sheepdein,. is 
rather of the two better fitted for outpost duty than the. light dragoon 
and hussar. In. the, late war, the Rtiyals and other heavy cavalry re-; 

nbcessarily took, their share* of outpost duty along with the 
oth^cavi^, and" gained well-merited praise for their activity in its 
petrimteaBce. 

The employment of lancers in the Continental armies is quite a 
friyu t oaae inning Britisb (iBgiinents in that manner. 'The Bus- 
Biini% Pcmailiiaia, and Auatrians, havnt plenty of light cav^Ity*^ all the 
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|eurpo8e8.of a great army ; U^y^can Bihri to aotlapart the enirassiers ibr 
the reserve, and to have their lancers held in readiness to complete the 
mfjcesses over in&ntry whidi may have been gamed by other troops ; 
iMiMre they ever obliged, by .want of other descriptions of cavalry; 
expose jUtneers in situations where the carbine yould be iteeessary for 
their efficiency or protection. 

, At Idle termination, however, of thp late war, when the f^nch 
armies were entirely reorganized under the Bourbon dynasty, it was 
decided by opinion of a Board, coinposed of some of the first cavajjjEy 
officers who* had been formed under the master-hand of Napoleon, that ^ 
it was not desirable to retain the systeih of lancer regiments ; and they 
recommended i&^tead, that pnch regiment of chasseurs should have one 
of its four squadrons armed diad trained an lancers, for which squadron 
the most suitable men and horses should be selected. This arrange- 
ment was accordingly adopted, one complete regiment only of lancers 
being still retained, and emb<raied as sucil in the royal guard. 

It was well known antong the superior officers of the French cavaliy, 
that; Napoleon had the intention of making an arrangement regarding 
lancers very much of the same sort. He proposed, instead of whole re- 
giments, to have independent lancer squadrons of about sixty files, one 
attached to each brigade or division of infiuitry, when on service. 
These squadrons were to furnish orderlies to the general officers to 
whose brigades or divisions they were attached ; they were also to take 
all letter parties and other duties required for the communication of 
orders, &c. between the stations or positions of the infantry corps ; 
they were, in short, to undertake all that kind of work in attendance 
upon the infantry, by which the regular cavalry regiments are so much 
weakened and harassed on service. The squadron, after furnishing 
the men necessary for the .performance of these duties, was to follow 
all movements of the infantry division to which it belonged ; it was to 
be emploved in protecting its retreats, in examining the roads by which 
it might iave to advance, and, above all, in following up its sucoessq^ 
a^iiiat an enemy’s infantry, upon which, when broken au^ thrown into 
disorder by musketry or the bayonet, these lancer squadrons were to be 
let loose, in order to complete their confusion and defeat. 

Independent of the high authority by 'which this plan was counte- 
nanced, it seems very obvious that great advantages must have resulted 
from its adoption in the French service, and it may admit of a question 
whether such an arrangement, notwitbstwding the smallness of our 
cavalry force, might not be followed witn much benefit by our own 
armies in the ,fiem. How often was the Duke of Wellington obUged 
to rjeiterate his orders in the Peninsula for limiting the nuiAfeer of 
orderlies, by whose absence, in attendance upon the stafiT of the mrmy, 
the cavalry regiments had become too ipiich weakened aand haras8ea > 
and yet how very necessary it is for the VtafiT to be well attended by 
mounted men for the circulation* of orders, and many 'other equally 
ipiportant purposes. Suppose these men then to be taken ftbm asmalt 
permanentlv attache to each division of infantry, their tervicea 
would be perfectly available .for the staff, and yet they might, at wy 
. mqment, join their squadrons for im attack* * ^ 

,0£ one point there can at all events be little, doubt, taz. that the 
tirnii^^jlieir tba lancer is most foi^uidable, is in the of broken in- 
fa]|^|^;trlieth<E^ their disorder has arisen from defeat or from a success 
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too rmhly followed ; and both an this ground and because lancers must 
rely so frequently on the fire*arms of the infantry for their protection, 
it- seems advisable that the laxfbe should never lie at any considerable 
distance from her beat friend the mdsket. 

As to thb notion that in ordinary charges the lancer has any ad- 
vance over the swordsman. Vanguard's remarks are absolutely con- 
clusive. Nobody but Dundac^ ever supposed the possibility of two 
lines of cavalry coming in positive and simultaneous contact ; one or 
c^er must either give way, turn about, and fly, or else,«frlling into 
disorder, be penetrated and passed through, so as to produce* a complete 
meiee, in which that party which first regain^ any degrep of order, will 
have the instant advantage. This is Jthe moment svhen the arme 
^blanche^ as the French call it; really comes into play, and by no means 
in the act of charging, when the strength of the horse's legj has a far 
greater effect than the vigour of the rideVs arm. Now, in this melie't 
let us consider which will be ‘^best off ; the lancer or the swordsman ? 
the long weapon or the short? opinions, and* good opinions, too, are 
much divided upon this point. It has been proved by several trials, 
that a single lancer on a very well-broke horse, is more than a match 
for a single swordsman, supposing them both expert at their respective 
arms, and fairly pitted one against the other, without the presence 
of other combatants, in a clear space, and on even ground, where the 
lancer can have the full beneBt of his horse's activity.' In these mock 
combats for’the sake of trial, the lancer has not, however, been allowed 
all those advantages which he would have had in the field of battle, 
because with the xoil-lance, used on such occasions, he cannot of course 
be permitted to strike his adversary's horse, but only that adversary 
himself. Now, there is hardly any horse that could be brought again 
to face the lancer, or even prevented from turning short round, dhd 
completely exposing his own rider to his attack, when once it has 
received^ upon the nose one of those tremendous blows which can be 
given with the staff of the lance by swinging it round with the whole . 
strength of tl^e arm, and by means of which men who are good masters 
of the weapon will actually strike a tnan clean off his horse if they get 
a fair stroke at him in this manner. 

Having now given fair credit to the lance as opposed to the sword, 
when both are wielded by skilful antagonists, let us consider the much 
more ordinary case of an indi^erent hinci&r opposed to an indifferent 
swordsman, both mounted en Worses hastily trained, as must often 
h^pen in time of war, per^ps equally fatigued with long marching 
aim out of heart by scanty forage and exposure to weather. A wide 
differende will be found in this case from that which we just sow 
proposed for consideration. A bad *lancer is a much more clumsy 
feltow*than a bad swordsman not only is his weapon by far the most 
dit&cult to manage, but his'*powers of horsemanship are materiallv 
affected by his kirawardness in attempting to wield^ it; and if in addf- 
tidu this, 1:he scene of the combat happens to be in deep and uneireri 
ground/ his chance of success against the swordsman, however indif- 
ferent inay be the skill of the latter, becomes morq than questionable. 

As to the Idea of lancers being at all more frurmiduble than anjr 
other cavalry to infantry in square; as long as that square maintains its 
formation, every officer of service or jujlgmeiit must at once sg'ree fully 
in Vanguard's observadon, as to the invincibility of a square' by ai^ 
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wniry we^pon^ whether long or short* If lanees could he . carried 
twice or even three times as long as at present, still the storm of ** iron 
dieet” issuing from the square, must reach the lancer before his, point 
can reach its ranks ; and even if he could pike one man m the kneel* 
ing rank, there are more behind to avenge ^eir comrade’s fadl, by 
returning lead for steel with ffo<^ interest. 

. But, TOsides the lancer and his infanj^^ antagonist, ithere is yet.ano* 
ther party concerned in the matter, who is of considerable importance. 
This is no.other than the lancer's ^orse,.who, though the fbrce^f 
halnt, and ihe nobleness of his docile, but undaunted spirit. He is rea* 
dily trained b}^^ gentle (reatnoent 

• • . « « Sub armis, 

Insultare solo, et gressus glombrare superbos,'* 

ifi the serried squadron, agaipst the ordinary array of war in almost all 
its’lbrms ; yet, when he m urged i^nst the terrible face of the in* 
ftotiiy square, more resembling a living volcano than anv phalanx of 
human invention, when his sight is obscured by clouds of rolling 
smoke, only broken by the qui& flash of the musket and the occa- 
sional gleam of the bayonet, the animal becomes bewildered with 
terror, and wheeling round, in spite of reign and spur, rushes from 
the unequal conflict, where he seems to knoyr almost by instinct that 
his destruction is instant and inevitable. Let any one, officer or sol- 
dier, who has ever charged a square, deny, if he can, the truth of this 
picture. Nay, let the experiment be tried of how near a squadron of 
cavalry can be brought to a square of the foot-guards, firing blank 
cartri^e in Hyde Park, and the thing will speak for itself, putting' 
out of the question the concentrated and incessant shower of bullets by 
wBich that square has before now taught the finest cavalry of France a 
severe and bloody lesson. 

By those few officers of either arm, who deny the invincibility of the 
square, the extraordinary and solitary instance is quoted of the charge 
of Bock's heavy Germans in Spain ; but be it recollected that, in that 
desperate affair, the French square, before it gave way, laid su^fy of 
its assailants upon the ground, and was itself under the discourage- 
ment of retreat, and attempting to continue its march towards the 
rear, so that its order was by no means perfect ; indeed, it is said, that 
the front rank could not induced to kneel by their officers, who 
used the strongest entreaties and threats ^ prevail upon them to do so. 

Tlie lance then, in ordinary hands, and^on ordinary occasions, cannot 
claim any advantage over the sword, either for the charge against 
cavalry, or for the attempt at breaking into the infimtiy square. 
Agednst broken and fugitive infantry, there can be no doubt, however, 
that it is the^most destructive of weapons. » But does this cdunter- 
balance, as regards the British cavalry service, the great evil of being 
widiout fire-arms? for the pistofis, as has been before dbserved, a very 
had substitute, or rather no substitute at all, for . the calbine. This 
q^tion would soon be decided by the officers themselves .of onr lancer 
jfOg^ents, after a very diort peri^ of continental war. .Mortified aa 
Would soon find themselves in being debarred by ihe nature of 
weapon carried by their men, from those active jduriea of the out* 
forming the young officer in the most essential 
of his profession, give him fr^uent opportunities of advan«> 
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t»i^Q8l3r disploving Iiis.zeal and iiitelligeiK:e» the officers ef die kncer 
cegimeiits would very soon ask/jss the greatest favour, to he allowed to 
linr aside the laiice for the cfuhkie, in order to cdRala an equal chance 
oi distmctioii with the rest of the cavalry. 

Now it miy, perhaps^ be answered that> as the lancer regiments are 
in all other respects admirably equipped as regards both man and hoi^ 
for the purposestof li^t eaval^, it will be tune enough, when the day 
of trial comes to exchange the mnce for the carbine, if the experience 
tf^ervice should prove the necessity of such an alteration^ But this 
is a danjlrous reasoning. The war in the Peninsula ^ve b very fair 
test of what is wanted of our cflvalry ; and woqld the Duke of Wel- 
lington at any period of that war have consented to e^^^hange a regi- 
ment of dragoons, either heavy or ligh^,*/or a regiment of lancers ? 
This is a proper opportunity, bjr the by, for calling the notice of our 
cavalry chiefs to a point which, in time of peace, is never sufficiently 
ctosidered — ^namely, the great importance of giving more time and at- 
tention in our dragoon and hussar regiments tcf the use of the carbine 
on horseback. . One of our hussar cmonels has invariably followed the 
judicious practice of making all his men act in their turn as skirmishers 
at field days ; but a great number of regiments content themselves 
with merely selecting in each troop a few of the most active men and 
horses as permanent skirmishers, to rush out from the ranks at Aill 
gallop for mere effect and display, and return, after firing off their car- 
bines half a dozen times in the air, at the same unnecessary speed with 
which they went out. This method of iddrmishing affords no instruc- 
tion whatever towards making even, the selected soldiers good shots 
with their fire-arms; and as in the riding-school the pistm alone is 
used in firing at a mark, the greater proportion of each troop may go 
on from one year's end to another without a single opportunity of even 
knowing whether they have any dexterity or not in the use of the car^ 
bine on horseback. There are, no doubt, a certain number of parades 
for ball-practice on foot, but a man who is a tolerably fair shot on his 
own legs, mav find himself as much puzzled upon a shy or hot-tem- 
pered horse, as a horse-artillery-man would be perplexed to take a good 
aim with an 18-pounder in a heavy sea on board of ship. 

At many of our cavalry stations there is no ground where, even on 
foot, this ball practice can take place ; but surely, wherever it is pos- 
siUe, the men should invariably fire at tl)e target from on horseback, 
instead of being dismounted ^or that purpose. 

Some of our officers, who are anything but deficient in either theory 
or experience, have answered these remarks upon making the men 
marksmen with the carbine, by saying that the horses soon get steady 
enough after undergoing a few of the latigueB and privations of serv}^,, 
and wb siddiers .learn tetter frqm the enemy how to skirmish, and lise 
their weapons, than they can possibly be taught at home ; but suirely 
it should not be forgotten that, from ofbr situation as an insular nation, 
th^ cam^ghs of our armies most frequently begin on the very beach 
where our armies disembark, and that the first success, however tr^ 
fling, is of the utmost moral value as regards its effect upon the troops 
in genml. Now the outpost cavalry are in all likdihooa the first who 
will be engaged; qnd to fipd themsdves possessed of a decided supe^ 
riority in mrmishing, from expertness previously acquireddm the use of 
their fire-arms, must naturally be of the greatest encouragement to 
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tlieitt ; while> on the other haad^ to find hj itai unpleasant sort of proofj^ 
that they have been neglecting a point of instruction upon'ishich they 
now discover that so much of uieir sufioess must depend^ cannot fail to 
produce a disheartening effect. *f Fm est et ah hoste docerW* is a very 
wise miaim^ no doubt ; but to learn to shoot by being shot, is a kind of 
instruction muiuel which can never be made at all ^atalile. To re- 
turn, from what it is hoped will be considered a pardonable digression, 
to the subject of lancer regiments, i\pd their utility for general purposes 
of service, may be well to notice, that suggestions have li^elv nr^n 
made, by *g(a)d authorities, of the propriety of suppljring the mncers 
with a certaii^ numben of .carbines to each troop, by which arran^ment 
those regiments would certaiply be rendered much more available than 
at present, and at all events would be* able to protect thenfsolves in 
marching through dilBSicult or enclosed country, unaccompanied by other 


troops. * 

Still this would not enable them to be as useful as dragoons or hus- 
sars, when forming part of an arofy in the field. It is not only n^s- 

E for cavalry to be able to take care of themselves, but their princi- 
use is, after all, to watch over the security of the infantry, who 
to the patrol and pic^uet of cavalry for relief from fatigue, and 
for repose from the harassing watchfulness which would otherwise be 
required of them, without any intermission, in the presence of an active 
and enterprising enemy. 

Before taking leave of a discussion which contains mu^ of interest 
for the cavalry officer, there is one great merit of the lance which must 
not be forgotten. Of all the means of making a man active and well? 
seated on horseback, the use of this weapon in the riding-school is be- 
yond comparison the best. A man who, without stirrups, and mounted 
on a horse with a fine mouth, can wield a lance with facility, and go 
through the exercise, without disturbing his bridle hand, or in any way 
agitating the animal by want of balance in his saddle, must of necessity 
be an excellent military rider ; and yet it requires no ver^ tedious pro- 
cess to bring a recruit to considerable proficiency in U(«ing the lance 
sufficiently well on horseback to make him derive great advantage from 
it in this respect. To alter this, or any other part, (except, perhaps, 
the slow canter,) of our present riding-school system, would he a great 
pity. Those officers who are either so prejildiced oiPso ignorant as to 
oespise the art of military horsemanship, are little aware of the asto- 
nishing improvements that have beeh produced hy its study of late 
years in the British cavalry ; improvements from which many excellent 
results may be anticipated whenever they again are summoned to the 
fidd, as well from a mild mode of treatment of the horse, w£ich must 


greatly tend to his duration, as fl'om the much greater steadiness in the 
raidks, and sfisceptibility of control, which isithe consequence of givihg 
the soldiers good hands and increased easb and readiness^ in the manage- 
itaent of their horses. Both to Vanguard and the lancers jome imology 
is, jperhaps, due, for the freedom with which the remarks of the forint, 
ana the arms of the latter, have been ^scussed; but a moment's ooflai- 


deaiElion will convince them that the views here offered to the military 
public, can only arise from a zeal of which they themselves so lamly 
|Mkrtake, for the advantage of one of the most important branches oAhe 

W. 



THB DRUMI^PBD LIGHT FOR ILLUMINATING 
L10HT*HbuSB8| fkCj . 

Lieut. Thomas DauKMoNbj of fli'e Royal Enffineers, has the laerit of 
having discoirered a eombinalioii by whic^ a light is produced, so intense 
and' pure as "to promise vthe most fortunate results in its application to the 
important object of light-houses. This valuable discoverjr has been .sub- 
miMed to the t&t of experiment wiUi complete sueceae ; its superiority to 
4%ht produced by any previously existing process, as well as its pracjucal 
e^V^BCts, having been triump^tly established. 

In a paper submitted to the ^yal Societv by Colonel Col^^, Mr. Drum- 
mond describes his invention, suggested by nis previous attempts to produce 
a Bght sufficiently brilliant to mark distant stations in surveys, first tracing 
the various clumsy modes of illuminating lighUhouses, down to the improved 
method*by MM. Arago and Ffesnel, recently introduced in France. The 
letter plan consists of an octagonal arrangement of powerful lenses round a 
large Argand lamp, of foiu* concentric wickg, the light of which, by means 
of a coping or roof of minor lenses in the form of trapezoids, inclining at 
angles tul they meet above, is thus completely enclosed. We must repeat 
by the way, the just animadversion of that officer upon the retention of a 
defective principle in the solitary instance of the North Foreland Light, where 
the expedient of a glass lens placed before a parabolic reflector (or rather vice 
vend, according to the original device,) is still suffered to mar the intended 
result, the effect of the reflector a/!one doubling that of the reflector and lens 
united. 

After detailing the two methods at present in use — viz. Ist, Parabolic 
reflectors, flluminated by an Argand lamp, the process being modified to 
meet the construction of the light, whether fixed or revolving ; and 2nd, 
the French mode of M. Arago, referred to abot’e, — Mr. Dnimmond observes: 


Such are the methods at pi^nt in use in the best light-houses of Great Bri- 
tain or France. The third and last method is that which I liave ventured to pro- 
pose, and in which the light is derived from a source altogether different from the 
preceding two ; a ball or cylinder of lime, intensely ignited,’* by directing upon it 
a stream of mingled oxygen and hydrogen gases, being substituted for the Argand 
lamps. 

^ ** Fig. 1. represents the lamp. The two gases, 1 ^ 

oxygen and hydrogen, proceeding from sejwrate f 

gasometers^ enter at o and h, but do not mix till f 1 

they arrive at the small chamber c, of which fig. V V 

2. is a section : into this chamber the oxygen ' ig, 2. 

gas from the inner tube is- projected horizontrily XX 

through aseries of very sow apertures, and the \|/ 

hydrogen gas rises vertically through a series of 
siq^ilar apertures at d. The united gues then W 

pass through two or three pieces of wirg^g^nze Y 

nlaced at e, and being thus ^oroughly mixed, ^*1' 
issue through the two jets against the ball b. To I 

prevent the wasting of tlie ball opposite the two I 

jets, and at the same time to diffuse the heat I 

equably, it is made to revolve once in a ■ 

‘ minute, by means of a movement placed under- ■ 

neatii ffie plate m, and with wnich the wire /, 
carrying the ball and passing through the stem, 

V comMotea. Notwithstanding, however, this 
Arrangement, the effect of the heat is such as 
gradually to cut a deep groove in the ball, so that ' 

at the end of about forty-five minutes it becomes 
necessary to change it. In a light-house, where 
it is essential oonaequence to maintain a con- 
stant li§^ it would be unsafe to entrust ghis io 
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w atMiidMiit, and benoe die BeeewC^efdevUogione nieeiu for remedying thii 
iaooiiTeiiienee.*’ 

This haa been done by eontrivanee. 

Having, described his 4WJ^atus» vi^luidl is accurately dewgned to combine 
the meclwical action of his plan, Lieute Drummohd next detaib the remits 
of ea^riments; made at the Trinity Housoa on the^ntrinsid intdnsily of the 
different lights. These highly favourabid r^ltSy— deduced^ from exact com- 
parative calculations, vhi& are (dven, an^ from which m learn thaff the 
i^t mniited by a lime-ball only thrempighths of an inch in diametw, heated 
by two jets, is equal to thirteen Argara«'l8mps^ • ^ 

** Were obddqed by scMuing the different lights, and then placing equal aper- 
tures opposite each, cha^ng tha apertures 'and taking the mean to destroy the 
effect of any inaqcumy mcsise. xhe intensity of the lime-ball being thcmore 
264 times that of the Argand hqw, a sin^e r^ector illuminated by tij^ former 
in^ll be equpl to 264 reflectors iuuminated by the latter j but the divergence of 
the reflect^ light, depending up^the sise of the luminous body in the focus, wiU 
be smaller with the ball thau wtm the lamp in the proportion of about three to 
eight : hepiie, in such a light-houds as that of Beachy Head, eight reflectors may ^ 
substituted for thirty, and^^t an effec|;Would be produced twenty-six times greater 
ilwn tliat of the present light, the most perfect, of its kind in this country. 

. By similar experiments it was found that the French lens was equal to 9.1 
• EcltMtors ; and if the effect of the additional, lenses and reflectors which ought to 
accompany it, and whicli has been estimated at one-seventh, be added, then the 
lens' is equal to 10.4 reflectors. In like manner, therefore, the effect of a single 
reiSeetor with a lime-ball would be equal to twenty-five times that of such a combi- 
nation of lenses. 


«« It' may now perhaps be ai^ed, at what expense can such a light be main- 
tained ? Can the gases by which the requisite 'heat is produced be procured at 
such a price as to compete with oil or coal gas ? The data I possess for forming 
an estimate of the expense of the gases are very scanty, but the quantity consumed 
was accurately determined ; at the same time tltf^^^^nsumption of the other lights 
tvas also tried, and the results are as follow ; — 

* . ^nsumption Expense 

in 3} hours. per hour. 

The same placed in a reflector • 1 j gill . . 0.83 penny 

The French lamp ... 2 qts. ipt. . If, 2j^d. 


The lime requires four cubic feet of hydrogen and two of oxygen per hour, and 
the' probable expense is 5d per hour. 

In a revolving light of the first class, containing thirty reflectors, the expense 
per hour would theirefore be about 2s. Id, If tbe Freq^ method were employed, 
die increase of light would be ^th, and the expense only Is. 2\d. per hour. If six 


refleotm illuminated with lime^balls were uBed,iwhich would probably be suifideilt, 
the pre^ble expense would be 2j. 6d. per hour, an& the increase of light twenty- 
shcjllp^ 

^ The experimcvits at the Trinity House being concluded, the whole of <he ap- 
parathii was removed to Purfleet, where on a knoll of chidk about 100 feet above 
the river e temporary Ught.house,had been erected, and being fitted with 
qai4tirihalhfn^,‘the different lights were made to revqlve in succession, anAtfhd ' 
. app^tirgflre v^hich they presented, al weU ^ the dusation of the light, were obsej^qd 
froi^!fpMt Trinity Whan at Bladiwall, a qistanoe in a straight line c^vlOJ miles. ’ 
^'The four faces of the revolving machine were thus occufSed : < ' 

1. A single reflector twenty-one inches diapieter, three indies focal dls- 

tata), with an Argand lamp; . x ' ' . ’ 

2. Seven reflectors, with ditto. 

3. Prendi lens, with its lamp. 

* • 4; Single reflector with liiherball. 

' -/^.'TiNfry^gg^tive lights were aocorately placed in fbeus. 

^.4,4he reflector lighted vMk the lime-ball, was turned toweftdk the 
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Wharf, the light was so gtw% that the shadow of the hand and fingers was dis- 
tinctly yisiUe even cm a dark htkk wall, while no sucdi effect was discernible when 
the other lights were turned In the same direction* 

In order more Justly to estimate their comparative effects. No* 4, was remm'od 
to a temporary tent about twenty-five yards to the right of the light house, as far 
as the eto of^e diff would fsrmit, and on the evenings of the 25th and dlbt 
May regultf smes of experenents were made* Being enpged at Furfleet, direct- 
^ , these ambitions, 1 never had an opportonity^ tntnessing their effects at 
Buidcwall ; bnt Captain Bassi. Haal, R.N., who fronLthe interest which he took 
in these enerunente was an attent?re o|>imrVer c»f all that occurred, has at my 
request kindly favoured me with the follosnng interesting account : — 

< My dear Sir, < 4, St. James’s Place, Ist Juiib^ 1830* 

* Yaa wished me to take particuhBr notice ofilast night’s experiments with the ' 
different kinds of lights exhibited at Purileet, and ollserfed at tho Trinity Wharf, 
Blackwallj but I have little to add to what yon respecting those on tlie 
evening m the 25th instant : indeed it Is not within ths compass of language to 
describe accurately the details of such experiments, for it is by owar evidence done 
that their meritb can be understood. ^ 

c Bssentially the experiments of last evening were file same as those of the 
25th, and their effects likewise. The decrees of darkness in the evenings how- 
ever were so different, that some particultw results were not the same. The moon 
last night, being nine or ten days old, lighted up the clouds So ihiich, that even 
when the moon herself was hid, thin'e was light enough to overpower any shed 
upon the spot where we stood by your distant illumination : whereas on the 25th, 
when the night was much darker, the light cast from the temporary light- house at 
Furfleet, in which your apparatus was fixed, was so great that a distinct shadow 
was thrown upon the wall by any object interposed. Not the slightest trace of any 
such shadow, however, could be perceived when your light was extinguished, and 
any of the other lights were expos^ in its place. 

< (( I^like niaimei; on the evening of the 25tlu it was remarked by all the psrty 
at the Trinity Wharf, that, in whatever direction your light was turned, an im- 
mense coma, or tail of rays, similer to that product by a beam of sun-light in a 
dusty room, l»iit extending several miles in tongth, was seen to stream off firom 
the spot where we knew the light tp be plated, although, owing to the reflector 
being turned too much on one side, the light Its)^ was not visible. 

< Now, last night there was none of singular appearance visible ; but whe- 
ther this was caused by the preseuce of the moonlight, or by the absence of the 
haze and dmriiiig rain which fdl during the evening of the 25tb, I cannot say. I 
had hoped that the appearance alluded to was to prove a constant arcompaAiment 
to your light, ir whidi case it might, perliaps, have been turned to account for the 
purposes 5 light-houses. If in hazy or foggy weather this curious effect of reflected 
light from the atmosphere be constant, it may help to point out the position of 
light-houses, even when the distance of the observer is so great that the curvature 
of the earth shall rqpder it ingKWsible for him to see the light itself. 

^ The fidlowing experimeots tried last night were the same as those of the 




Expehisiekt I. The first Jignt exposed was the single Argand burner with 
a reflector. This was quite distinctly seen, and all the party admitted it to be a 
goodl^t. After seve^ minutes this was put out. 

^ * fixe. II. The sbven Aigand buyers were next riiown, eadi in, its reflector i 
and this was manifestly superior to the first ; but how mudi so I cannot say, per* 
haps feeir times as esnspiouous. Both these liglita had an obvious tinge ef bfuem. 


** <fixp. HI. nbe third light t^ich was! exposed, (oh the seven Ar^ds being 
put out;,) was Unit behimA the Ffench leii| ; vmd I tmtik it was generallyindmitfeed 
by the party pleient, that this lig^t was whiter and more intense fimn that fmm 
tbp seven Argands, thoughtfib W appeared veiy much the same. 

" * BxP. I The fourth light was that which you have devised, and whidi, in- 
stead of the clumiy word « Lime,’ ou^t to bear tjie name of Its disoovdnr. The 
Drammond light, then, thq instant it was junMvSred, didted a son of shout of 
admiiwkm fn»n me \rhole party, jfui bring som^ldDg modi more brilliant than we 


THB l>RVBfMONII |ufQfiT. 

kid lopkid for. light wm not onb mocn «nd oonii^oui, but wa« pecu- 

UKrlftaQi^rkAbli frmd n« e»|ait)te drfiltindM geems no groat pre- 

mnptlodliiiOOinfiprUig lt$ gpleiidoilr tb tlmtiHL , «ud } fvc I »m not lure that the 

<^>Tiiiniat' aeries i6ttxpexklomUjnm)Sk6Wu^ en^ dediire of alL 

of 4he lijghtii .idiore enumeratdS; vip. the 'binglf TArgdod burner, the seven 
Awends, sfiid the Frenrii lens^ ^[ere efcppild^ dn#ae% time, in company with your 
^gar, in Qtfdas to^ their^lativebrilfiancy.% * t 

« First comparative Experiment.— sfotfe Avgand homer was drst exposed 
io this comparative ordeal, ahd nothli^kald be more pitiable than the figure It 
cdU ]Bany of the party conM not me the Argand|iigkt at all t* while others cdMd 
jouit deteet ft ^'away )m cwnet^f ad some one dsperil^ It* It was also of a dusky 
oreioga ringB, whftO your waa of the molt intense whiteness** 

«i ^ Semd.SDiapamtm Experlment.-~The seven jArgand burners were now 
substituted in {dae^ of the siiifi^d' light. All ^ty eould now see Ijplih lights, 
^t the awGieripri^ tinB nos mnofawlm obvious. >1 really cannot affix a proportion 
^[jdier fid to iiM <9 briUianqr i w 1 should net hesitate to say that your Bgbt was 
at Ibaite bigger eight tliM as tob^^ous; while |abi^Bnoy,or punty, or intenr 
fifty €i light^ (Sor 1 know not neasdy what word to use to describe me extreme 
^tfidtendiB,^ sdpexiority was bveu ipere repiarkable. All this which I have 
bean dssctroinll Iras ej^prpsMd, and sppdsred to be quite as strongly fdt by the rest 
tke.oompauy, jto Ike numb^ Ij^omdfppDpse, 6f fiverand-twenty tur thirty per- 
dotto^ whb were all closely on the watdu ^ ^ 

9 * Third iSemparative Experimelit. — ^The next ^xm^^aratlveT trial was between 
ih* French leas and yooh l%ht. The Sifikriorm here was equally undeniable t 
iho8gladlm»diiPereiicft'*ia die degristof whitAieii wds not so remarkable. 'The 
Ffanch light, hawpvei; is so nearly eunilar to that from the seven Argauds, that 
t^eoiw^son of eash of them with your light gave nearly the safne results, and 
aUlfiuUymthtfaictosy^^ the scdraof i^ur diseovesy. 

ir k fiiitX, Eiq^mero.--*The flakes with which -me experiments oonblu|pd were 
vary mrilritig, ipiA might, 1 think, be turned to great account in rendering light- 
Imuses distiifct psim one another. The revolgifions wem not effective, and, as I 
said before, there waS no ^appearance last- night of those enonaoiu cemets’ tails 
.which swept th{f hunason on die nteht of t)m Jmth, to the wopder of all who beheld 
thM * neither coiud there be delected the sli^test trace of any shadow firom the 
lignt thrown towards US, pud 1 piupect none will ever be seen, when the moon, 
wnether the night be douded oa^Uot, is of so great a magnitude 

of what 


* Sudi is the best account I can give oT what wU witnessed ; and^ need only 
ndd^ that there seemed to be amongst the company bui one Opinion of the immense 
sujperiority wf yopr light over all the others brought into ofjniparisda with it. 

^ “ BasiX Hall.* ** 

From the vivid and pervading quality of this light, it becomes a question 
Hbrtb Qpnsidqyatioii, whether it might not ba allied, in'a more permanent 
form, to the p^gipose so incompletely effected by fire*>balls in the defence of 
NMie%d fortresses. Might not {^mmmoipd ]antems or reflectors be so con- 
trtvw a« to search tha defences obliqudy, without exporing their disks to 
ipW aqd qjLm of W assailaSlits ? , 

is unnecessary to remark that thqpe experimente uid tesyimoniok are 


dOfioImiive asjio the, 

’^dteovfliy. To sni4 ' 
dtvedt mb jitoa iff -l 
Vlightsi^ly 

we hffiwreasdb to 

„ rious^rallcer^ Of^hsS. 

' oyy ^ula te upon lia^ 

*.'*;To^tiumy, the luys iffim Hm brighter li^dit appedred, when seen with the 
mgglei^msgtBi^^ Ilekt, tkon^ the pSDEpendiaf 



eifobts pf Lieut. Brummondk 
execution, reduce expense^ mid 
- “'^er the*supemtendenibe 

~ of a lamp," are dyeote 
the attention of iffiat 
no doubt^ and heartily 
a^moAt upon his country ajffi 
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PlJtl.D.MAE0HAL > count' VON JBtikBlf Eptl SABALlfANSKt. 

we Iwve gathsted from public tecords a^rtion'of the d«tiula 
traced in the fbUbwing ^riemoir^ wa^ ecknowledae aurselves etill more iiw 
debted to eommunicationa derived mm some of the nearest relatives of its 
snUect. * • 

tons CaARLBS Antony Vo»r Dzciyrtpsca and NardSn, is descended from 
amadcient and noble ^ilesida family^ and was bom on their estate at Gross- 
leippe> on jbke 13th of May 1795, His father^ Jbdn EhrmfiM eon IHebiUch 
and Narient had made the campaiprns of the 49eyen^Years’ War on the staff 
of Frederick the Greats and* after havings beeiij^moted b{%ls successor to 
the ranked lieutenant-colonel apd adjuf antsen hih staffs had retired to hie 
patrimonial estates^ when he was induced to accept the superintendence of 
the manufactory of arms at Toula^ from whidi appointment ho was subse- 
quently raised to the rank of major-general/ By a first he had 

two sons^ one of whom is at this day a colonel in fjid Russian service ; and 
by a second, three daughters, and a tiiird son^ the individual, with whose 
fortunes we dball proceed eicclu^vely to engage the reader’s attention. 

In bis earliest years, John Von Diebitsch displayed not only an ardent 
thirst for information, but so singularly retentive a memory, that, when but 
in bis fourth year, he was capabm of resolving arithmetics questions witS 
greater readiness than most adults. His Arst rudiments of knowledge were 
acquired from a village schoolmaster, whose capabilities soon proved insufE- 
dent for thejstripling's ardent intellect; his parent, therefore, a man of no 
mean attainments, w as compelled to undertake the duty of an instructor, 
and evmced his fitness for the office by guiduigthe mind of his pupil in those 
paths or geographical, historical, and mathematical knowledge, to which he 
sacrificed even the hours of daily recreation. No pursuit, however, so ex- 
cited young Diebitsch's ardour as that memorable episode in the annals of 
his native country — ^the Seven Years' War ; and hence undoubtedly arose 
his early predilection for a military life. It wRs natural that his teacher, 
himself a soldier, as wdl as a sharer in the exploits of the first soldier of 
his a^e, should foster this predilection, and avau himself of so auspicious an 
occytton for exhibiting the theories of physical and mathematical science in 
the perfection qf their practice. 

As he advanced in years, the youth felt anxious for a society more con- 

S nial with his favourite pursuits, and his father, at length yielding to his 
iportunities, removed him to Berlin, with a view to procure his admission 
into the corps of Ppdets. This occurred in 1797. His age, however, which 
was not nfhdi beyond twiuve years, threw such difficulties in the way, as 
nothing but the perseverance of the youth hinibelf, combined with his attain- 
ments, of Vrhich he gave Uie most unexpected proofs when under exami- 
nation, could have overcome. But the mere wearing of a sword and 
military frock, though it gratified his pride, had no value in* hiq; eyes ex- 
cept as tOe fii^ steptowards distinction : he li^voted himself with single- 
heaked asfdduity to an arduous course of regular study ; and raised hup^- 
81 ^ into notice qpiong his comrades by the rapidity of his progress m 
aoquiiing military knowledge, iqifi into with his superiors by 

exemplary regulgnty of his conduct sndlhb amiable dmiortitient. In thb 
oMme of tw(^ years he became a suh^ern officer in the efacya,mdf soon 
aflSnrwards, was honoured with an ensign's sword, 

Bi the mean time, father had ac<^ed a major-generals^ ou the staff 
of Faul of Russia, upon whose pexaond intercession, the King of Fra8ta|a 
allowed young Diebitsch to resign his *cemmi^n as a second-lieuteiiitot, m 
the early part of 1801. He had quitted thq corps of Cadets in the preceding 
year, and it is a curious fBot^ thaV on thlssoocasmu, hejdiould is^iM 
U, S. JouRN. No, 30. MaiT 1831. 
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the wdermentioned lines in the album of his favourite tutor, Bardeld^en, 
one of the council to his Russian Majesty. 

Ja^ vei^gehen muss« vergehen Yes I Papal Rome and Mahmoud's pride (!) 

Ffatfenthum und Mahomed ; Shall from this scene be swept away ; 

Rjiiifflieti warden ibre Triimmer And from their waste the smoke ascend' 

Wenn die Freundschaft noch besteht. Ere friendship’s ^low has lived its day ! 

Berlin. Anno 1800. 

His relinquishment of the Prussian serrice was accompanied by the* sin- 
cere regret of his superiors and tutors, apd he carried with him an honourable 
testimonial to his character and uncommon attainments, under the hand,;if 
Qen. Von Riichel, the commandant of the corps of Cadets. From Berlin, he 
proceeded to Stettin with his father, whodiad come to that city for the pur- 
pose of conveyLSf his sisfer and himself to Russia, and thence embarkea for 
St. Petersburgh, where they arirknd shortly after the accession of the jSmperor 
Alexandei;. The elder Diebitsdi's merits were not unknown to that sove- 
reign, and the best proof he cduld afford of his esteem, was the permitting 
his son to make choice of the ne^ment in which he would be posted. The 
result was an ensign's •commission in the Semenoff regiment of Grenadier 
Guards, which Alexander^had commanded wlien Grand-duke. Diebitsch at 
once determined upon becoming a Russian in word as well as in deeds, mas- 
tered the peculiar diificulties of the language so as to speak and write it like 
a native, and thus identified himself with his brother soldiers. His first 
active service was to attend the Emperor's coronation at Moscow, whence 
he returned with his regiment to garrison duty at St. Petersburgh ; here he 
devoted every leisure hour he could spare from military avocations to sci- 
entific and professional pursuits, until the war of 1805 called, him to the 
field of Wtle, and raised him to a lieutenancy. The sanguinary day of 
Austerlitz was the dawn of his martial feats ; but here he was do^icd to 
behold the Muscovite eagle laid prostrate ; aii untoward introducticm to so 
early a noviciate in arms. His own company was involved in the heat of 
the conflict, during which a spent ball lodged in the palm of his right hand ; 
he was observed to bind the wound quietly with his handkerchief, remove 
his sword into his left hand, and, regardless of pain and loss of blood, to 
rally his men, who had been bereft of their leaders by the fortunes' of the 
day, and lead them out of the field, upon general ordera being given for the 
army’s retreat. Diebitsch’s gallantry on this occasion was rewarded by 
Alexander with a sword of honour, bearing the words, Conferred for 
bravery.’^ The unfortunate issue of this battle brought the* campaign to a 
sudden close, and the disappointment of the soldier was rendered still more 
bitter by the affliction which he endured as a son, on learning that his mother 
had breathed her last shortly before his return to St. Petersburgh. 

. In 1807, the Russian hosts .were again in the field ; a new opportunity of 
distinguishing himself presented itself on the plains of Eylau and Friedland ; 
and in both actions his conduct was so exemplary, as ta induce the Emjmror 
to iraise him to a captaincy over the heads or his brother-officers, and honour 
him with the Qrder of St. George of the Third Class; to which the Friissimi 
Sovereign soon afterwards added the order of Merit.^^ . Thus had Diebitsch 
scarcely reached his twent;^-second year, when four distinct acknowledge- 
mdnta of mery^orious service had been conferred upon Jiim. Frocn this 

E eriod until the eventful year 1813. his chi€|^ employment consisted in sedu- 
msly prosecuting those studies which, conjointly with the, aptitude of his 
natural talent, were to form the corneivstone of his rimid advancement. 

Napoledn was already on the inarch witli his myriads towards the Russian 
fWmtier, when -young Dicdiitsch, resting his daim on his attainments mid 
formejr services, solicited a post on the general staff. This request was 
spAgdlMr and, with it, the rank of a lieutehant-coJonei, in which character 
fie was attached to the division under the orders of his old and esteemed 
friend (^n. Wittgenstein. From <.this point we may date the commence- 
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ment of his morO brilliant careerl fils station on the staff placed within his 
reach abundant opportunities of acquiring quick-sightedness^ caution, and 
experience ; qualiues, in the absence of which, the most consummate theoie* 
ticm acquirements are but of indifferent value and restricted usefulness. 

Wittgenstein's corps was pitted agiunst the superior force under Oudinot, 
and speedily constrained to fali back from Wilkomirz upon a position, in 
which it was enabled both to cover the Russian capital and obstruct the in- 
vestment of Riga. In this positipn he had to contend iwainst the combined 
eSorta of the Dukes of Tarentum and Reggio, with both of whom it was an 
Object of the deepest moment to possess themselves of the great northern 
iliet to St. Petersburgh. The Russian commander, however* ocilfuUy con- 
trived to interpose between the two lines of his adversaries’ movements, to 
maintain his ^ound .upon the Dwina, and* in the conflicts of Jacubowo, 
Obojarzina, and Kliastizza, to bridle the imnetuosity as effectually as he had 
baffled. the skill of his assailants. The fj%nch were driven back upon 
Polozk, and whilst honours were heaped upon the victor, Diebitsdh, the life 
and soul of his etat--maJor, was not forgotten., A major-generalship and the 
ribbons of more than one order were his reward. , 

Towards the close of October, Wit^enstein reoeived sufficient reinforce* 
ments to enable him, as a step towards forming a junction with the Finnish 
corps under Gen. Stringel, to act upon the offensive ; accordingly, he ad- 
vanced against Polozk, expelled the French, of whom Marshal St. Cyrhad 
taken the command, from that town, and obliged them to recross the Dwina, 
after a sanguinary action, in which Diebitsch, by gallantly forcing and 
maintaining a bridge at the head of 3000 raw peasantry, entirelv disconcert- 
ed the French plan of attack, and, by this service, is considered to have de- 
cided the issue in favour of the Russian arms; in fact, it was on this spot 
that he earned his commission of Major-General. The severe conflicts of 
Czasnioki and Smoliani subsequently contributed to the precipitate retreat 
of the enemy, who were pursued by Wittgenstein to Studzianka, and were 
unable to prevent Parthonneaux's division from falling into bis hands. The 
French and their Allies were now flying in all directions; the Prussian 
corps alone remained together to cover them in their retreat, and upon Gen. 
Diebitsch devolved the painful duty, not only of measuring weapons with 
his own countrymen, but of entering his native land as a victorious adver- 
sary. It is needless to say, that he acquitted himself in this trying circum- 
stance with a caution and delicacy to which his natural sovereign has since 
rendered ample justice ; indeed, they pointed him out soon afterwards as 
the fittest individual who could be selected to open and conduct a negotia- 
tion with the Prussian commander. Previously, however, Gen. D’York, 
whose force constituted the third column, or rear-guard, of the feeble rem- 
nant of the French army, had been driven out of Mietau, and on the 27th of 
December following, forced to evacuate Memei ; from this place Diebitsch 
kept close upon liis heels, having on Internal presentiment that the Prus- 
sian 'possessed secret instructic/hs, which would justify him in seeking the 
first mvourable opportunity of arresting any farther effusion of blood. The 
uncertainty, in ^is respect, called for the exercise of mubh discretion ; 
Diebitsen made bis dispositions accordingly, and, indeed, with so happy an 
effect, that, ^though at the head of no more than 1800 horse, he deceived 
El' York into an impression jthat, when he was signing the celebrated capitu- 
lation of the SOth of December >812, the^ whole corM of Wittgenstein stood 
before him. It .subsequently appeared that D' York had no instructions from 
hi| cabinet, but acted,* on this occasion, upon his individual res^nsibility, 
and a personal conviction that a close ailiance vri^h Russia would best con- 
cU&te the interests with the avowed prepossessions of their common country. 

For this seriace Diebitsch received the cordial thanks of the Emperor 
Alexander, accompanied by the insignia^ of the Order of St. Anne, of the 
• first class ; and he entered Berlin with the rank of Quarter-Mast'er-Gene- 
ral. Here was no slender proof, that if Re had been blessed with those qp- 
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portunities which a soldier covets, he had wanted neither the good sense 
nor ability to turn them to a rich account. Of eight-^nd-twentv years of a 
well-spent life, tj^irteen had elapsed sinqie he had visited the land of his 
birth; and under what stirring circumstances of delight and satisfaction 
with the fruits of his toil, must he not once more have trodden its soil ? 

In the year 1813, he replaced Gen. Dauvry as« chief of -Wittgenstein's 
staff ; the Russian army was, however, checked in its career by the loss of 
the battle of Bautzen, and a change in its organization, after it had Mien 
back upon Silesia, brouglit Dicbitsch under Barclay de Tolly’s ordei’s, as 
Quarter-Master-General of the first corps dUirm^e. But the armistice which 
ensued affoi^ed him full occupation in another sphere of action. It wiia 
required of the Emperor Francis to decide, whether he would persist in sup- 
porting his son-in-law, or makd' common ckiise with those who had confede- 
rated to rid themselves of the galling yoke of French domination ? Dieb- 
itsch's adroitness as a negotiatcffhad been tried and proven; he wasrcntrust- 
ed with full powers on the part of Alexander, repaired to Reichenbach, and, 
on the Uth of June 1813, was a subscribing party to the secret treaty 
between Austria, Russia, Great Britain, and Prussia, which was finally set- 
tled and ratified at Tracheriberg on the dtb, lOth, and 11th of July follow- 
ing. On the latter occasion, he was likewise instrumental in arranging the 

{ >lan of operations for the ensuing campaign ; and his merits were acknow- 
edged so liberally by the Austrian and Prussian courts, that on his return 
to head-quarters, no fewer than eleven Ordera glittered upon his breast. 

This peaceful scene of diplomatic triumphs was succeeded by the cares 
and tumults of war. Napoleon quietly waited the advance of the confede- 
rates upon Dresden; the hard-fought contests of the 2(>th and 27th of 
August revived his drooping hopes, and ridded him of a hated and powerful 
livm, — ^the huneiited Moreau. In this confiict, Diebltsch distinguished him- 
self by his usual gallantry ; after having had two horses killed under him 
and received a severe contusion, he continued at his post in the thickest of 
the fray, and took a conspicuous lead in superintending the retreat. At the 
subsequent battle of Culm, he was placed in the singularly-painful predica- 
ment of being checked in a charge at the head of some regiments of cavalry, 
by the murderous fire of a division of Prussian infantry, who mistook them 
for their French opponents ; and in the memorable struggle of nations," 
as our German neiglibours term it, which w'as held in the plains of Leipzig, 
the skill, precision, and intrepidity, with which he led the movements 
entrusted to him, were of so distinguished a character, as to iHiduce the Em- 
peror Alexander to name him one of his lieutenant-generals on the field of 
battle, and procure him additional marks of princely favour, amongst which 
was the Prussian Order of the Eagle of the first class. 

The war was now transferred into the bosom qf the oppressor’s dominions. 
In March 1814, the Allies had penetrated as far as Provins; but St. Priest 
had been worsted and Rhelmis retaken they retreated to Arcis-sur-Aube ; 
and here, in a moment of panic, Alexander £iid Frederic William consehted, 
in a council of war, that Schw'artzenberg should fall back upon Bar and be- 
hind the Aube. The head-quarters were consequently removed to Troyes, 
and the whole army had orders to follow on the ensuing day. TMebitsch 
was one of the very few who foresaw the inevitable perils of so precipitate a 
change from 'the offensive to the defensive ; to retreat was to thPow the 
whole mosal and physical resources of the country once more into the adver- 
sary’s scale. In vain had he urg<$d remonstrance after remonstrance upon 
the Generalissimo ; he sought his own Sovereign, and, with tlp^ eloquence of 
deep conviction, succeeded in persuading him that to fail before Paris 
would ^ be less costly in consequences than to retire behind the Rhine, %nd 
that, in the worst event, a retreat uimn the Dutch frontier remained at 
their command, where they would effect a junction with the unenfeebled 
forces under Bulow." A second council was called together, and in that 
eventful right, of which Alexander declared that "he thought his hair 
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would have grown half-grey,*' the retreat was countermanded, and orders 
for resuming the offensive were given. On the 31st of March, the Allied 
army marched through the gates of Paris, and on the summit of Mont 
Martre, the Emperor Alexander clasped Diebitsch in his arms, expressed 
his grateful acknowledgjnent of the eminent services he had rendered to 
the cc»mmon cause, and with his own hand invested him with the ribbon and 
insignia of St. Aiexander-Newsky,>— the highest distinction which Russian 
chivalry affords. ’ ■ 

As soon as peace was concluded, Diebitsch found his way back to Warsaw, 
ai^ on the 3lst of March* 1815, he married Jane Baroness de Tornau, a 
daughter of the Baron and Privy-Counsellor of that name, add niece to the 
lady of Prince Barclay de Tolly, under whose igimediatc;, eve the latter 
years of his bright career had been passed. Of this marriage there has been 
no issue ^ and he is at this moment in the htfit year of his widowhood. 

On Napoleon’s return from Elba, Alexander chilled him to his aide at the 
congress of Vienna, and then sent him to Join the fimt corps of the Russian 
army, as chief officer of the general stair. ‘After the battle of Waterloo, 
Count Woronzow's division being left to form pa]Bt*of the army of occupa- 
tion, the remainder of the Russians bhnt their way homewards, and Dieb- 
itsch proceeded with his corps to the Dnieper, where he remained in head- 
quarters at Mohilew, until the Emperor gave him a farther proof of his con- 
ndence by appointing him Adjutant-general. When the Spanish and Italian 
revolutions called the Sovereigns together at Laybach, Diebitsch was spe- 
cially summoned to accompany his Monarch to the congress, and w as one of 
his principal advisers throughout its proceedings. Upon their termination, 
he returned to Mohilew, where he remained stationed, until he was ordered 
to St. Petersburgh in the year 1820, and placed at the head of the Imperial 
staff. In this capacity, and as Adjutant-Creneral, he was attached to his 
Sovereign’s person in the strictest sense of the word, accompanied him on 
all his journeys, and was consulted upon every occasion where the army or 
military affairs w'ere concerned, llis iiidiience was also enhanced by his 
appointment to the Major-Generalsliip of the Russian forces. 

In the autumn of 1825, the Emperor Alexander set out upon a tour of in- 
spection through Podolia, W olhynia, and Bessarabia, and having joined the 
Empress at Taganrog, on the Sea of Asuph, thence made excursions into 
thet Crimea and several adjcicent provinces. Diebitsch was his favourite 
companion. Sqbastopol w'as one of the places they visited, and its rich and 
delightfully romantic scenery excited the Emperor’s admiration in so lively 
a degree, that he suddenly turned round to Gen. Diebitsch, and exchiimed 
— ** Should 1 ever withdraw from the cares of government 1 should wish to 
close my days on this spot^' He had not been long at this place before he 
comphiined of cold and general indisposition, returned in consequence to 
Tagsinrog, and, after some fourteep days’ illiitess, expired, on the 1st of De- 
cember, ill the arms of his exenaplary ctmsort. Diebitsch, having witnessed 
this scene with a sorrowing eye, and wept many a bitter tear over the last 
remains of a kind and beloved nnister, hastened back to the Russian capital. 

The faithful servants of the elder were welcome guests in the presence of 
the younger brother, and Diebitsch found in Niciiolas a patron who was 
cqpable^ of appreejating his merits and devotion. The young Prince was 
scarcely engaged in providihg for the conduct of the Governmei^ when he 
was called upon, to defend the throne agqinst a widely-ramided ^nspiracy, 
of which the f|peds had been laid so far back as the year 1821. It was, how- 
ever, averted ^ the resolute energy of the Regent, and Miloradovitsh, Go- 
veitior of St. Petersburgh, who fell its first and most distinguished victim. 
Among the numerous Bst of those who were thus rescued from its ven- 
geance, was Gen. Diebitsch, who seems to have sliared the hatred of Bestu- 
sheff and Murawiew, in common with the Imperial brothers and the most 
eminent of the Russian nobility. That this treasonable design was conceived 
in a purely selfish spirit, became abundantly manifest from the discordance 
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of views which prevailed amongst its orinnators ; some of whom were for 
establishing a rymblic, others a limited monarchy, some a regency, and 
others again a iflndle system between a 'monarchy and a republic ; whilst 
most were incapable of designating for what direct end they had conspired. 
Immediately previous to this explosion, Gen. Diebitsch had been dispatched 
to Warsaw to notify the demise of the late Sovereign to the Grand-Duke 
Constantine, he was accompanied by Prince Wolkonskl, spid returned in a 
short time with letters from the CesarowiCsh, in which he declared himself 
ready to take the first oath of allegiance to his brother Nichol^, as Auto- 
crat of all Russias ; thereby confirming the 'solemn renunciation whyi^i 
he had made on the 94th January 1822. 1^ activity and dexterous manage- 
ment in this negotiation, no lesc than zeal and resolution in suppressing the 
spirit of turbuldtce which at*^ that time manifested itself in the second corps, 
Diebitsch established himseirfivnily in- the favour of the new Sovereign, was 
confirmedjn the post of chief of the Imperial staff, and, in a generm order 
of the day issued by Nicholas, was distinguished by as honourable a mention 

as was ever conferred by a Monarch on his subject. 

« 

** Among the services, Which you h^ve rendered to your country,’* says the 
order, posterity will justly account among the most im^rtant, the decision and 
energy with which you conducted yourself at a time when we were weighed down 
by the great c^amity which had beTiillen the whole nation, and when you came 
forward 9%ngle-handM to meet the approach of danger. In the name of the coun- 
try at large, accept, through me, the tribute of our unmingled gratitude ^ and 
believe me to be, Your most iSectionate, 

“ Nicholas.’* 

It was no trifling pledge of his Sovereign’s esteem to be entrusted shortly 
after with the duty of receiving the remains of the late Emperor at Moscow, 
and conveying them to St. Petersburgh, where, upon the solemn obsequies 
which tooic pmce on tho 26th of March 1826, he followed, at the head of the 
general staff, ’immediately next to his Grace of Wellington. And again, in 
the September of the succeeding year, he had the high gratification of being 
chosen as the medium through whom his Imperial Majesty extended a free 
pardon to those, who, by reason of their participation in the late conspiracy, 
had been condemned to hard labour, or exiled to the more distant provinces. 

The connexion between Russia and Turkey had for years been gradually 
assuming a more unfriendly, if not a decide^y hostile ^araj^ter; the ne^- 
tialions, which had long been pending between both powers, involved points, 
whence either of them could readily derive a plausible pretext for bringing 
that connexion to a precipitate termination ; and it was unlikely that ad- 
vantage would not be taken of them, whenever it might be convenient to 
Russia to give farther effect to her favourite yeaniing for Aggrandizement in 
the South. On the 14th of April 1828, she therefore put forth a thundering 
manifesto of wrongs and outrages done ‘to Jher by the Ottoman, and forth- 
with set her armies in motion. The indifferent result of the first campaign 
received, howqver, some compensation from the capture of Varna; and this 
was abundantly needed to revive the sinking spirits of the Museovite sol- 
diery, aftet their sanguinary miscarriage before Brailow, and the discom-* 
fiture of theij: attempts upon the entrenchments of Shumla. Dicbitsch’a 
friends have invariably repudiated the plan of this campaign, so far as &e 
has been cmirged with having been its autlior; and this accusation bears its 
own refutation with it, if it be true, as it has been confidently alleged, that 
he had previously insisted upon the urgency of making Varim the basis' of 
any aggression upon Turkey. The experience of preceding campaigns 
must, indeed, have convinced so wary a soldier as Diebitsch, that Shumla 
and the Balkan are nothing less than the Thermopylae of tlie Turkish 
dominions on their northern side; and it is impossible but that he must 
nave feU, with a brother soldier^^ that after inspecting its natural and 
artificial jstreiigth, tho visitor will acknowledge he could not have set foot 
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^thin it, save and except by the permisaiofAf its custodians/** At all 
events, the fall of Varna was the work of General Diebitsch, and virtually 
acknowledg^ed as such by an eyo-witness— his own Sovesei^rf, in the Im- 
perial, rescript issued on the i9th of November, to which was added the 
grand-cross of the order of St. Andrew. His subsequent operations were 
confined to the establishing of the llusaian forces, which continued under 
the chief command of Count Wittgenstein, in safe and comfortable winter 
quarters on the^jaorthera side qf the Danube. Having effected this im- 
])ortant object, and consulted with his brother-officers on the subject of the 
campaign for the following year, he Tollowed the Emperor Nicholas to St • 
i^tersburgh; undf upon his ret^n to Jassjr, was appointed qorhmander-in- 
chief with uiijimited powers ; aiAionour wh^ch he intimated to the army by 
his General-order of the 27th of February 1829, wherein a respectful and 
affectionate testimony is borne to the servieggi \>f his predecessor. Between 
this tim#and the 20th of Marclf, ho was indefatigably occupied in the equip- 
ment, renovation, and reorganization of the Russian Wees, and, in the same 
interval, had removed his head-quarters from^^Jassy to Isaaktshn. In the 
following month the campaign opened with desperate, though unavailing, 
sallies on the part of the Turkish garrjsons in Widdin, Giurgewo, and Silis- 
tria, under the walls of which latter fortress their onset was so formidable as 
to impel him, though labouring under a severe fever, to animate his men to 
victo^ by Ills own presence, where the contest raged with greatest fury. 
May was signalized by an abortive assault upon the same stronghold; but, 
on the thirtieth of the month ensuing, the intrepid obstinacy of his oppo- 
nents gave way, and the Russian eagle replaced the crescent within its 
frowning battlements. 

This event left him with the unincumbered means of effecting an enter- 
prise, which has deservedly placed him on a level with the first captains of 
the present day. He knew that the Grand Vizier, in command of Shumla 
the inexpugnable,'* would concentrate his attention on the defence of that 
important stronghold, and foresaw, that if threatened in that quarter, he 
would leave every other point, especially that below ^Kamtsliik, uncovered, 
rather than expose it even to the remotest prospect of danger. Diebitsch, 
therefore, moved up the main body of his iiorces in front of Shumla; then 
directed Gen. Rudiger to advance to Kiuprikioi, on his right, and cover 
Roth’s division on his left, which had orders to force the pass over the lower 
Kamtshik ; both were to he supported by Count Pahlen with the reserve, 
and whilst this^peration was proceeding, Gen. Krassowski, at the head^of 
40,000 infantry and cavalry, had it in charge to keep the Grand Vizier in 
check, and defend the line of operations until the passage of the Balkan had 
been effected. The circumstances, however, of this bruliant and successful 
achievement are df so recCIit a date, as to render it unnecessary for us to 
dwell upon its details. It will be sufficient to observe, that Diebitsch, 
having mastered every obstacle, and given a signal overthrow to the Grand 
Vizier, who had issued from his entrenchments with 40,000 Turks on the 
road to ParaVadi, forced his way through the mountain-bulwarks of the 
Balkan, assaulted and carried Mesamhri and Burgas, repulshd the gallant 
attack made upon him before Aidos by Ibrahim Pasha, and on the 31st of 
July, hpued from that town a proclamation, which converted even Mussul* 
iiffin pr^udice inth respect and amity, by guaranteeing to all dntire safety of 
persons and property : an act of |;race unknown to the ferocious dharacter of 
Midiomedan warfare. Eleven days after this, the victor’s name was enrolled 
bvvhis Imperiftl Master’s band in the annals of Russian glory, under the title 
of V lufan IwanoufiM Sabalkansky,” (the forcer of the Balkan,) in per- 
petual remembrance of his lofty enterprise and splendid triumphs.” 

The difficulties of the ground between Aidos and Adrianople would have 
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required as many months, liHt occupied him days to compass them, had 
been called upon to encounter them in the presence of a less panic-struck 
antaf^onist. On the 19th of August, Eski^Sarai and the heights which com- 
mand the ancient and splendid city of Adrianople, were in the possession of 
the victors. There w'ere means of defence at hand ; regular troops and 
militia to the extent of nearly 30,000, and approaches rendered tenable by 
deep ditches, numerous gardens, and close-set hedges; but a. deputation of 
Turks presented themselves at the out]^)8ts to negotiate a capitulation, 
and Diebitsch required an unconditional surrender within the next fourteen 
hours. At five in the morning of the &0th, the columns of attack were 
the march, •*l^d two hours before the esmirdtion of tfee breathing-tinie 
allowed, the Russian commander was seeiHneading^ the right column within 
gun-shot of the avails. Another proposal h>r obtaining terms was summarily 
rejected — and the assailants w^e a^in in motion. At this sight, both sol- 
dier and citizen threw away their arms, add rushed out to welcome their 
invaders ;* whilst some of the Pashas advanced to offer greetings to Count 
Diebitsch, and others clapped spurs to their chargers that they might avoid 
taking a part in this sqene of national liumiliation. Fifty-six cannon^ve- 
und-twenty standards, aad five horse-tails, besides a rich booty in neces- 
saries and munitions of war, fell a prize to the victors. 

On the following day, Kirklissa, LulM-Burgos, and Iniadi having been 
entered, the Kiissian advance was pushed as far as Tshatal-Burgas on the 
road to Sili vria. Th us established in the very heart of European Turkey, where 
could Diebitsch have been placed in a more auspicious position for exacting 
what has passed into the nomenclature of diplomacy — indemnity for the 
past and security for the future The negotiations were opened by eni^ys 
.dispatched from Constantinople ; and, after they had spun them out until 
he threatened to break them off altogether, and dictate uarder tenns before 
the gates of Constantinople, a treaty of peace was ultimately signed at 
Adrianople on the lith of September, and on the 28th of October following 
the rutiheations by each Sovereign were exchanged on the same spot. 

Of this treaty we have only space to remark, that, in proportion as it 
crippled the power and independence of the Ottoman empire, it extended 
the dominion and cemented the preponderance of Russia, to a degree, in- 
deed, which has rendered her an object of new alarm and jealousy to every 
state in Europe. 

Since the close of the Turkish campaign, . Field-Marshal Diebitsch has 
bipn occupied in military avocations at St. Petersburgh, witn the exception 
of a few months in the autumn of last year, w'hich he has chiefly spent on a 
visit to his patrimonial estates in Silesia. His health had been much im- 
paired by tne toils of war, and it was generally believed that this circum- 
stance, combined with the undissemhled jealoiiby he waft ex))oscd to endure 
from many of the native officei's in the Russian service, had inspired him 
with a determination to retire from public life. But Poland has sounded 
the tocsin of independence, and he has b^en summoned to an inglorious 
task a task, in which whatever fame he may acquire, will be blotted out 
in abhorrence- of the means through which he will have purchased At. 

In personal appearance, Diebitsch is of diminutive stature ; his complexion 
is sunburnt, and he walks with his head bent downwards; his eye Js busy 
and full of ffi-e ; his forehead high ; and there is something about his lobk 
which forbids familiarity. His person exhibits the vivacity of an active and 
stirring temperament, and his manners betray the man of the world and 
warrior. « 

Sf. 
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ON THE MODE OF ARMING AND FIGHTING 
STEAM SHIPS UP WAR. 

Mr. Burke says, diat before a great change takes place, men’s 
minds must be prepared for it ; and the maxim holds good in war, as 
well as in politilM. Since the peace of 1815, the opinion seems to have 
been gradually gaining|ground, that a considerable change must take 
jjdace in naval^rarfure* by the application of steam power. The 
French and Ainncans have accordingly been preparing for* that event ; 
and the latter, it appears from the President’s jspeech, have suspended 
the building of line-of-battle ships for (he present Great Britain 
alone libs been resting upon her arms^ it having been a maxim of a 
late Board of Admiralty, that she owes her naval superiority to the 
yard-arm^and-yard-arm system, and that she ought not to be the first 
to introduce any change. • 

Now this policy, 1 am inclined to»think, willlippear somewhat proble- 
matical to most people, who naturally imagine that statesmen, as well 
as soldiers, ought never to be taken by surprise, but to see their way 
clear before them. If a change is to take place when war arises, it na- 
turally follows that large Sums of the public money have been expended 
since the peace in objects worse than useless. Far be it from me to wish 

detract from British courage in any way ; but at the same time I 
^nk it may be considered as a fundamental principle never to be lost 
sight of, that the nation which excels in fire will he nUimaiely vicio* 
rious in war. And I am very much mistaken if war will not become 
a much more mechanical operation than it has hitherto been, in which 
although personal courage may still be very influential, yet, at the 
same time, its relative importance will be greatly diminished. In 
other words, it will be expedient to trust more to science, and less to 
physical force. 

But to come to the matter more immediately at issue : How are 
steamers iojbe equipped and fought This becomes a question of 
some importance ; and under the existing circumstances, the Govern- 
ment can hardly be expected to be able to give an answer to it. Velo- 
city and efficiency will evidently be the principal things to attend to ; 
and it is in the«just combination of these two qualities that their ad- 
vantages will probably be found to consist. If two steamers came to 
close action, broadside to broadside, there can be little doubt that they 
would immediately disable the paddles of each other, and that they 
would then become the most helpless of all vessels. this reasoning 
be correct, it follows .that close action must be evaded, and accuracy of 
fire will then become an obiect of paramount importance. By a parity 
•of reasoning, L think it, will follow, that large steamers, independent 
of their enormous expense, will be a positive incumbrance ; as at a long 
range, the advantage of fire is on the side of tiie smaller vessel, from 
ffiaving a iftuch larger object to fire at. 

• Under these circumstances, the plan I beg leave to submit for the 
arming of steamers, will be with two short 24-pounders, working in 
‘ grooves on either side of the foremast, parallel to the keel of the vessel, 
so as to throw either shot or shells. Similar grooves to be placed indllie 
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stern of the ship^ fur the guns to be run aft if necessary. The vessel 
would thus be fought by the head and stern only. The laying of her 
guns would become a very simple operation^ and might easily be done 
bv a bombardier, from the opposite end to where they happened to be 
placed ; «while the gunners could give the elevation by quoins fitted for 
the different ranges. The bearing of the guns would, of course, be 
regulated by the helm, and the vessel \rould thus present the smallest 
possible front for an enemy to fire at. In ^dition to this, I would 
recommend, that a gun-barrel be attached to the boil^for the purpose 
of throwing musket-balls on Mr. Perkins's princijde /Bbr most of those 
who have witnessed that ^gentleman's experiments, will probably be 
satisfied that fbat invention will yet come into operation, whatever 
official reports may have stated to the contrary. It will at once be 
perceived; that the efiiciency of the proposed plan depends more upon 
an accurate than a heavy fire ; and although I am aware how difficult 
it is to procure that at,sea, from the roll of the vessel, yet I am by no 
means disposed to reckoia it impracticable. 

The Woolwich Committee has at last discovered that artillery may 
be fired by percussion, without which, I conceive, the object in view 
to be utterly hopeless. Perhaps that body may also in time find out 
that the best powder may be used at a cheaper rate, than what is now 
issued both to the army and navy, as half the quantity answers the 
purpose. Its other advantages are so apparent that it may be unjM- 
cessary here to enumerate them. It does not foul the gun huli^o 
much ; it does not produce ha^ the smoke in action, and it dimi- 
nishes the recoil more than a half. Coarse powder burns so slowly 
that the shot is half-way down the bore before it is all ignited. 
Hence the use of long guns arises. Fine powder, on the contrary, 
ignites instantaneously, and we accordingly find that thj barrels of 
fowling-pieces have been shortened, exactly in proportion as gun- 
powder has been improved; and it is upon this principle that I 
have recommended short guns instead of long ones, as being much 
easier worked, and much more handy in every respect. I have to 
apologise for stating this to any one acquainted with the first prin- 
ciples of gunnery : but it is by overlooking it, that the decks of our 
men-of-war are lumbered with many hundred tons of useless metal, 
and the tumbrils of our artillery with doublo the weight of powder 
that is necessary. 

The French, it appears, have fitted up some of their steamers with 
Paixhan's guns, ten and twelve inches *in the bore. We also are 
getting some of tolerable dimensions. There is one now at Woolwich, 
a cousin-german to the great Turkish gun which was fired at the siege 
of Constantinople in 1453. Its bore is amazing. Its weight is 90 cwt. 
besides the carriage, and that of its shell 112 Jbs. When once \fe see' 
this instrument in full operation on board of a steamer, we shall be 
able to determine whether it is* likely to prove jnore formidable to 
friends or foes. In the mean time prudence bids us to liuspend oul 
judgment. «. 


Ben Bojbstay. 
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CIGAR-SMOKING. 

• 

Ths Surgeon-General of the Forces has recently made public his 
belief, that never, till ndtliiii the last twenty years, did he see so many 
young men with pale faces and emaciated figures, and he attributes 
the existence of .the evil to th^ use of Cigars. The unreflecting ser- 
vility with which men ajiopt new and foreign practices, is fully exem-« 

* plified in the prgaent cas^ for it is notorious that the practice of cigar^ 
smoking, the uKffR'n fopplry from Regent-street to Chcaptiah and Corn- 
hill, was an importation of the Peninsulan War the imitation having 
been begun by the Spaniards, whose models are what usually called 
the savages of America. The dietetic tffischief, and consequent pale-^ 
ness of complexion and emaciiHion of muscle, which are attributable 
to the use of cigars, belong, no doubt, to an injury inflicted, perhaps, 
in more ways than one upon the aids and orgai^s of digestion ; nor is 
that hypothesis at all inconsi8tent*with whatVe hear from so many 
cigar-smokers, namely, that their cigar is their dependence for diges- 
tion ! That, after having impaired the organ, or weakened its tone, or 
dried up the salival menstruum, they should need a stimulant, even in 
the very form of the bane which injures them, is only of a piece with 
all that has been said of drinking, and especially of dram-drinking, 
w^ which latter debauch, the debauch of cigar-smoking has the 
closest possible alliance. We never pass one of those stifling rendezvous 
in the metropolisH-a cigar-shop, open till the latest hours — ^without 
mentally classing it with the gin-shops, its only compeers ! 

Exdusive of the low habit of imitation, a dullness and feebleness of 
understanding, an absence of intellectual resources, a vacuity of 
thought, is the great inducement to the use of this, as of all other 
drugs, whether from the cigar-shop, or the snuflf-shop, or the gin-shop, 
or the wine-cellar ; a truth by no means the less certain, because it 
happens that men of the highest powers of mind are drawn into the 
vice, and ma^e to reduce themselves, by their adoption and depen- 
dence upon it, to the lowest level of the vulgar ; hut, at the same 
time, it is not to he denied, that a great support in defence of cigar- 
smoking is found ill the medical opinions sometimes advanced as to its 
salutary influence. No\r, if we admit, broadly and at once, that there 
may be times and circumstances in which the inhaling the hot smoke 
of a powerful narcotic drug ij useful to the human body, must it follow 
that the habitual resort to such a practice, and this under all circum- 
stances, is useful also, and even free from the most serious inconve- 
niences^ , . . . , , 

It is the admitted maxim, that if smoking is accompanied by spit- 
tnng, injury results to tjie smoker ; and the reason assigned is, ^at 
the Bsdival fluid, which should assist digestion, is in this manner dissi- 
pated, and taken from its office. But may not the habitual application 
cif the nar&tic influence to the nervous system have its evils also? 
May it not weaken or deaden the nervous and muscular action which 
is needful to digestion ? And may not even the excessive quantity of 
the matter of heat, thus artificially conveyed into the body, tend to a 
deeiecalion. of the. system, as injurious under geue%l circumstances, 
it may be beneficial under particu\ar bnes> 



92 


NAVAL REMINISCBNCES. 


Smoking invites thirst j and there is little risk in advancing^ that 
'whatever superinduces an unnatural in^dulgence in the use of liquids is 
itself^ and without farther question^ injurious, even if the liquids re- 
sorted to are of the most innocent description ; but, in point of fact, the 
cigar-smoker will usually appease his thirst by means of liquors in 
themselves his enemies ! 

It is said, however, that the use of cigars is beneficial when we find 
ourselves in marshy situations, with jn high temperature, and generally, 
whenever tjie atmosphere inclines to the inl||toductioi^f putridity and 
fever into fhv system. We believe this ; ana perhs^ a useful theory 
of the alternate benefit, and mischief of cigar-smoking may be offered 
upon the basis'* of that proposition. When and wherever the body re- 
quires to be dried, cigar-smbking m^ *be salutary ; and when and 
wherever that drying, or desiccation, isfl^jurious, then and there cigar- 
smoking may be to be shunned. We know that, while surrounded by 
an atmosphere overcharged, or even only saturated with moisture, moist 
bodies remain moist, or uo not part with that excess of moisture from 
which a drier atmosphere woula relieve them ; and that living bodies, 
so circumstanced, are threatened with typhus and typhoid fever. It is 
highly probable, therefore, that narcotics, in such cases, may allay a 
morbid irritability of the nerves, or effect a salutary diminution of 
healthful sensibility ; under such circumstances, the desiccating and 
sedative effects of tobacco-smoking may prove beneficial ; while, in^gdl 
ordinary states of the system and of the atmosphere, the same desicca- 
tive and sedative influences may produce immediate evil consequences, 
more or less readily perceptible, and undermine, however gradually, 
the strength of the constitution. 

E. A. K. 


NAVAL KEMlNI^iOKNCES. 

NO. VIII. 

DINING OUT — AN ADYRNTURB IN PORTUGAL. 

At the close of 1810, 1 was a youngster iif an 80-gun ship lying in 
the Tagus, one of tlic squo^dron which formed a retreating point fur 
Lord Wellington, in case of need. Oifir k^ats, with those belonging to 
the rest of Uie ships, some of them carrying guns, were detacTiea up 
the river to aid the operations of the army, then, I believe, near Torres 
Vedras. They were occasionally employed in transporting, foraging, 
and skirmishing parties, and frequently conveyed large bo^es of 
troops ; at other times, they were firing upon and Clearing French 
redoubts, or conveying dispatches, or sick*' and wounded men down to 
Lisbon. Near both armies, we had a full view of what was going on, 
though we generally kept at a respectful distance from the enemy\- 
except when ordered to make a dash, at which times we w^ere occh- 
sionally saluted with a dropping fire of musketry. However, a per- 
fectly good understanding was kept up between the eiiemy^s picquets 
and ourselves, and ttthough a large squadron of English boats, a single 
French slentry would come dowh and drink, or offer his canteen wiA 
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the most perfect confidence^ close to the water side. We had often 
immense labour in pulling up against the stream, and at times carry- 
ing or dragging our boats, which) from our ignorance of the river, were 
constantly grounding over sand-banks and shoals, half-a-mile long, and 
scarcely was one of these obstacles overcome, when another of the same 
kind presented itself ; the current all the time running like a sluice. 

It sometimes occurred that we lay idle for days together, and during 
one of these cessations from wdtk, Lieut. E— , who commanded our 
•division of boats, received an invitation from an English general 
oiScer, to dine w^ him in his tent. Away went the ga)^ Lieutenant, 
a very fine young man, though somewhat, perhaps, too much of the 
beau. At this time the full dress of the navy, unlike the present com- 
modious jind really serviceable^ uniform, vpas the absurd* attire of tight 
white breeches and silk stockings, a fine open waistcoat, allowing a 
yard of frill, with a neckcloth tl!at took a particular man at least ten 
minutes to tie. Then there were brooches and buckles of all kinds, 
and I know not what other follies. Well, imagine Lieut. E— in 
full dress, having escaped from his boat with, perhaps, only one leg of 
his white pipe-clayed breeches dirtied by a muddy grapnel-rope, and 
not more than one of his silk stockings torn by the ragged tin on the 
blade of an oar ; or let him, an active fellow as he was, have sprung 
clear out of the boat, in perfect order, and fit for the Queen’s drawing- 
room. This, one would think, was but a bad dress for climbing trees ; 

however, Lieut. E having to walk some short distance before he 

could reach the English lines, felt thirsty, and seeing a most inviting 
fig-tree near, he ascended it, and regaled himself, till a thought pro- 
bably crossed him that he was spoiling his appetite for the general’s 
. dinner ; one, alas, that he was not destined to cat, for as he looked 
down from " his pride of place,” he espied the glitter of arms, and 
beheld the tree surrounded by a French picquet, who were much 
amused at finding an ofiicer so situated, en grande tenucy or as we 
might term it, in full fg. They invited him to join their party, and 
carried him to the commanding ofiicer on duty. He was then taken 
before Massefia, and he confessed having felt some apprehension of 
being shot as a s])y ; but the farce, so near becoming a tragedy, ended 
fortunately for him, in a much more agreeable manner. He was put 
on his parole, and handsomely entertained by the French Marshal for 
several days. I^urnished by him with horses and servants, supplied 
from his wardrobe, and commended to the care of a stafiT-oificcr, he 
was* allowed to ride over all parts of the camp, and even ^ to visit the 
adjacent country. At the expiration of a week he was dismissed, on 
giving his parole that he would not serve until duly exchanged, which 
did not happen for a month. In the mean time he remained on board 

the Tf 1, but did no duty, and was fortunate enough to escape 

all inquiry as to the causd of ]^is absence by the Admiral* 
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REVIEWS AND CRTTICAL NOTICES. 

ON TH£ CONSTITUTION AND PAAGTICE OF COURTS-MARTIAL.* 

Many causes have contributed to leave that portion of the public body, 
more immediately interested in this subject, destitute of adequate informa-* 
tion upon the laws by which their discipline is upheld. I'he habits of the 
lawyer and those of the military officer have our author justly remarks 
in. his preface) each their drawback, disqu^mfyinf?, to a certain extent, 
either the one or the other, from produciifg^ that perfect treatise on military 
law, which mij^ht be expected only inrthe supposed case of engrafting upon, 
a soldier of. observation and experience the kncTwledge ^sesaed by a gO^d 
legal practilioiier. Meanwhile, as this combination of character is not to be 
looked for, the think in part *of the army have had to drudge on with the 
aid of the noW pbsolete* treatise of Tytler, and the work (in some rejects 
more useful on account of itsB-ufficial infoipnation) of M*Arthur.« Of late 
years, indeed, several attempts have been made to supply the defect com- 

S laincd of; we have a collection of adjudged cases published by Major 
ames; a cumbersome volume by Mr. Samuel (rather on martial than on 
milUaryhkyr i) and the tre^atise,-— good so far as its object exteitds, — of Major 
Kennedy of the Company's service ; hut to say of these that they liavc fail- 
ed in conveying either in nature or extent the information required on the 
subject of courts-martial, is in no way to detract from the merits of the 
several authors by whom they have been compiled. 

The work now before us is intended to supply what has been so long 
wanting, viz. practical and tangible information, by which the young officer 
may be instructed, and those older in the service may be assisted, in forming 
their judgment on particular points. It is a gratifying duty to direct 
attention to any work having a tendency to advance the character of 
the profession; and this must be the effect of promoting the study of 
those laws and practices by which the discipline of the army is to be main- 
tained. We, therefore, notice, though for the present hastily, the work of 
Oapt. Simmons with much pleasure. It forms an octavo volume of nearly 500 ' 
pages, replete with useful matter, divided into thirteen chapters, to which is 
added an appendix, containing official documents and forms of warrants, 
some of which were never before brought under the public eye. Its leading 
divisions, as the title-page indicates, are the practice of courte^martUil, the 
law of evidence, which obtains or eliould obtain in such courts, and some no- 
tices on a branch of this subject little uiiderstoojl, we mean |bo XQ^nd ArtU 
cle of War, by which courts-7i»irttV// are, in certain cases, bound to adminis- 
ter justice ohroad, according to the criminal code in force in this country. 
The difficulties with which a ivriter on this subject has to contend are many. 
The frequent alteration of the Mutiny Act and Articles j;>f War is, in itself, 
a great discouragement to a commentator who w'ould hazard observations on 
the intent of tJie legislature, or the meaning affixed by II is Majesty to the 
articles framed pursuant to the legislative eict. Our author has, however, 
we feel hound to say, argued many obscure points in a calm, accurate, and 
perspicuous form, and many of his hints deserve to be acted on in Aiture 
provisions made for the regulation of the army. The most useful part of the 
work is, we think, found in that relating to evidence, and in the cases con- 
titiuallv brought forward, in which, upon the approval or revision of 'bourt«u 
martial, strong opinions have been expressed by the superior authorities. 
These are, indeed, to bo found in the general orders, but are only met with 
casually; it is, therefore, fortuiiaCe that a military man ha^ been foiiqd, 
who, in his leisure hours, has been indu ced condense, for the information 
of others, that which, from his compass of mind, education, and habits of re- 
flection, he was well qualiiicd to explain and illustrate ; whilst his reading, 

* Remarks on tlie Constitution and Practice of Courts-Mc'irtial, with a Summary 
of the lyaw of Evidence, as connected with such Courts ; also, some Notice of the 
Criminal Law of Englaiul, with reference to the 102nd Article of War. By Thomas 
Frederick Simmons, Esq. Captain, Uoyal Artillery. Kgerton, Whitehall, flvo. 1830. 
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and the experience which he ^idently possesses, have enabled him to brin^ 
forward much which is entirely new. We shall recur to this volume and 
the subject in genend as one of the^highest importance. 


bourienne’s life of napoleon.* 

In the by-gone times of Humphry Ravelin, economy was wont to revel at 
the mess, and be. quite at home over i»lack tea and dry toast at a sub’s 
breakfast-table, but in these ** pipihg times of Peace/' forsooth, she seems to 
have deserted the cloth, and flown mr^refuge to the Lihraries.” We have 
beik>re us an illustration. Three volumes, each consisting of between four 
and flve hundred Well-printed and closely-packed pages, substantially put 
together, and seventeen graphic embellishments, ^11 credibly executed, 
particularly the three portraits of the Emperor and his two Empresses, for 
the incomiderable amount of — r- as we were about to proceed, a friendly 
whisper in our ear, not unlike that of the Chief Baron of the Exchequer, 
recommended us to refer this point to the Publishers, or to our own advertis- 
ing columns. Sufiice it, therefore, that we have often sacrificed more at one 
night’s sitting than has here afforded us some nig^td’ entertainment, much 
food for reflection, and no inconsiderable quantity of new information. 

The biography of men who have played prominent parts on the stage of 
life, whether for good or for evil, teaches useful lessons, nor is it to be won- 
dered at, in this book-reading age, that one who may be said to have wield- 
ed the sceptres of many nations should have many biographers, or that each 
should have drawn a different picture, according to his own political bias. 
It is for posterity alone to determine. 

To perform the duties of a fiiithful chronicler, requires far more than an 
honest intention ; an intimate acquaintance with the tone of mind, private 
habits, and natural disposition, are also essentiaUy requisite, and with 
these Bourienne, it mi^t be admitted, had superior opportunities of ac- 
quainting himself, as he tells us in his preface — My long intimate con- 
nexion with Buonaparte from boyhood, my particular relations with him 
when General-Consul and Emperor, enabled me to see and appreciate all 
that was projected, and all that was done, during that considerable and mo- 
mentous period of time.'’ To obtain credence for the other quality, he 
siiys ill his introduction—^' 1 am confident that all 1 state is true. I have 
no interest in deceiving, no disgrace to fear, no reward to expect. 1 neither' 
wish to obscure.por embellish his glory, f lowever great Napoleon may have 
been, was he not also liable to pay nis tribute to the weakness of human 
nature ? 1 speak of Napoleon such as 1 have seen him, known him, f^- 

quently admired, and sometimes blamed him. 1 state what 1 saw, heard, 
wrote, and thought, at the time, under each circumstance that occurred. 1 
have not allowed myself to be carried away by the illusions of the imagina- 
tion, nor to be influenced by friendjship or hatred. 1 shall not insert a sin- 
gle reflection which did not occur to me at the very moment of the event 
which gave it birth.” 

In tne execution of his task we find no good reason to impeach these de- 
darationsf Substantiating, as he has done, most of the principal features by 
authentic documents, Bourienne has painted his hero neither as a demi-god 
nor a monster. 

This English translation, which has been very faithfully rendered, is stilly 
more valuable than the original work, as qpon all points where any obliquity * 
from other published rdcitai occurs, the translator has given the several ac- 
counts ; and ^us, in the fornrof notes, we are presented with the state- 
merits obtained from> Napoleon’s own dictation at St. Helena, from the 

The National Library, Vols. VII. VIll. and IX. The Life of Napoleon 
Buonaparte, by M. de Bourienne, bis IVh'ate ScM:retary, with Notes, now first 
added from the dictation of NaiMileon, at St< Helena, from the Memoirs of the 
Duke of Kovigo, of Gen. Rapp, of Constant, and of numei'oiis other auihciitlc sourceji. 
Colburn and Bentley. 
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Pilfer Rovigo^jDf Ri^p, of Constant^ from the writings 
of the'Marqiiieof Lmdonderry, &c.* 

It is tnmecessarv to give an analysis of this biography^ or to enter upOn 
a domparison of the publication in its present form^ with' others ; it h^ 
nothing to lose and much to gain from rivalry. These volumes are emi- 
nenrijy calculated' both to entertain and be consulted ; for the latter 
purpose the comprehensive index at the termination of the third volume will 
prove of considerable use. • « , , 

PLAN FOR THR EDUCATION OF THE SONS OF OFFICERS OF THE 
ROYAL NAVY AND MARINES. . . 

In a former number of this Journal, We inserted the Prospectus of a Pro- 
ject for the eduration, at a moderate expense and in . a systematic manner, 
of the sons of Naval and Marine officers We have now tho pleasure to 
notice the matured plan which7'bre the appearance of our present ^Number, 
will have 'been submitted to the approbation and adoption of a preliminary 
Meeting, presided over by Admiral Sir Joseph Yorke. 

The motives and general principles of such an establishment have been al- 
ready set forth in the Acspectiis alluded to. Its details and organization are 
embodied in a Pamphlet now before lis, proceeding from Commander Dixon, 
the author of the project, whose zeal and perseverance in so beneficial a 
cause, encouraged by the warm approval of many of the most distinguished 
officers of the Service, entitle him to the respect of his profession. 

We have only to suggest that, as the plan in question is equally appli- 
cable to the Army, a combination of the Services for its conjoint prosecution, 
mmht be attended with most advantageous results to both. 

We extract from Commander Dixon’s Pamphlet the general rules pro- 
posed foi^ the adoption of the Meeting, and ^all be happy to record the 
maugurution of so useful an Institution. 

‘‘ABSTRACT OF THE PRINCIPAL RULES TO BE «rUOPOS£D TO TH , 
OENERAL MEETING. 

That the King having been graciously pleased to signify his approval of tlie 
principle of this Xnstitutiou, and tliat it was deserving of the eiicour^emcnt it had 
experienced, his Majesty be most respectfully requested to take it under his Royal 
Patronage. 

“ That the Institution be designated the 

K « That its object be to afford to the Sons of Naval Officers, a sound elemeiitaiy 
Education, at a moderate expense, combined with religious and m^ral Instructnm, 
according to the principles of the Established Church ; and to give to the parents 
of the children a salutary voice in the apjaiiutmeut of their teachers, and in the 
coApaiiions of their studies. 

“ That those pupils who are intended for the navid or sea service, shall receive 
an efficient nautical education. * 

“ That the Masters shall receive liberal salaries ; and in the selection of indivi- 
duals to fill this highly responsibTe office, panticnlar attention shall be paid to their 
love for teaching, as well us to the depth of theif attainments. 

“ That a person be appointed under the name of “ Superintendent of the House,** 
who shall be a lialf-pay commissioned officer and a married man ; to him shall be 
intrusted the entire management of the establishment out of school hours ; he shall 
likewise keep the accounts, and in general do all the duties of a clerk ; — and that the 
wife of the Superintendent shall undertake the duties of housek^per. & ^ 

“ That if necessary, a naval Surgeon, with ^e use of a small dispensary, be at- 
tached to the Institution. 

“ That a drill Sergeant or Master of Gymnastics be attached to the Institution, 
for the purpose of accustoming the pupils to carry themselves erect, ^d to acquire 
ease of deportment. ^ 

That no pupil be admitted at an earlier age than 10 years, nor after the age of 
fourteen years. 

“ That the Head Master, who shall lie a Clergyman of the Church of England, 

. * We j>esceivc that these notes are'also inserted in the Freudi Edition of this 
M^ork, in Five Volumes, just issued by the same Publishers. 
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EDUCATION OF^THE SONS OF OFFICERS. 

Mid graduate of one of tlie three UniverritieHy ahall every Sunday perform mornins 
and evratng terrice, according to the rites of the EstaldSahed Church, and teal 
•Iso a short form of mornings and evcpiing prayer daily. 

“ That a Public Examination of the pupils shall take place previous to the Mid- 
summer vacation, as to their intellectuid and moral acq^uirements* 

“ That a Reward or Medal be conferred on those pupils who most distinguish 
themselves at these examinations. 

V. the parents, children may remain at the Institution during the 

half-yearly vacatidh, at a proportionate increase of expense. 

COMMITTEE. 

a That this Institution Iwii under th^ direction of a Committee of Management, 
dibcted annually by the members. *. 

^ « That this C:imniittee have the entire management of the affairs* of the Institu- 
tion, and nominate the J\dasters on testimonials, Audi afrpr public iplvertiscinenw 
“ That from among those members who may reside near tlia scliool visitors be 
nominated, who shall have authority to iiis|>ec#*every department of the Institu- 
tion, and to report its state to the Committee. • 

“ That in order to place the salaries of the Officers and Masters of the School on 
as economical a scale as possible, they will be allowed the privilege of the gratuit- 
ous board and education of one or more of their children.* 

“ That all Servants of the Institution be selected^ when practicable, from the 
naval service ; and that all fees he prohibited. 

That in the admission of pupils, preference shall be given to the sons of officers 
who may be made prisoners of war, or who may be slain or drowned, to whose 
comfort the attention of the Committee shall be especially directed. 

That admission be then given to the children of shareholders in rotation. 

^‘The Bfiii4DiKa (capable of enlargement) is to afford accommodation for the 
lodging, education, ana board of two huudreii students, and to be erected on a site 
which will unite tlic advantsiges of a clear and healthy atmosphere, with facility of 
communication with the capital and principal sea-ports. 

That application lie made to his Majesty's Government for a grant of any 
vacant ground that might appear adapted for the purpose. 

Tliat the funds l>c raised by donations, annual subscriptions, and 4()0 shares of 
2iil. eaeJi, to be taken by naval officers, two hundred of which shares shall bear 
interest at 4 per cent, per annum ; and the remaining two liundred shall entitle 
the holders to send one pupil to tlie school for each share so held by them. 

That the sliares he transferable with the sanction of the Committee. 

Tliat the annual charge for the 1>oard and education of esidi pupil, including 
ev 4 fr$/ ea'pensc^ as well as the cost of books, stationery, and washing, shall be 25<. 
subject to a rediictiuri in proportion to the accumulation of funds arising from be- 
quests, donations., or subscriptions. 

That when the annual charge for Inxird and education shall have been reduced 
to the surplus funds shall he appropriated to the redemption of the shares. 

“ Tliat when such redeinpyon sliall have lieeii aetjomplished, the annual surplus 
shall be appropriate?! to the support and enlarginnent of the orphan foundation. ^ 

“ That the treasurer, trustees, and auditors, bq appointed at the general meeting. 
“•That the treasurer be required t«5 deposit in tlie Bank of England from time to 
time, such monies as shall come into his hands in his own name, and those of the 
tnistees ; and that he bo empowered to draw checks on the same, such checks to 
be signed also by one or more of the trustees, and that he keep a regular account 
6f the funds of the Institution. - 

“ The work not to he commenced until the whole sum given or subscribed for 

amount to /. • , ... * . n 

“ That M flog offic.ers, geiierabi of marines, subscribing one guinea annually ; 
captains, colonels, and majors of marines, remmaiiilers, physicians, and secretaries 
to commandeg5-in-chief; subscribing half-a-giiinea, and all other officers (wardroom), 
subscribing five shillings and upward, Ih 5 mcmlicrs of the Institution, who shall 
hJve the privilege of, voting at all general meetings ; and that none but their chil- 
dren shall be eligible to the lienefits of this Institutjpn, or be placed on th^list of 
caudidpes for election for the oiqihan foundation. 

“ That all subscribers, to the amount of hall-a-guiiica annually, shall be entitled 
to one vote at elections on the orphan foundation ; and those subscribing one 
guinea, to two votes.” • 

U. S. JotniN. No. 30. May. ii • 



GENERAL CORUESPONDENCR. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE UNITED SERVICE JOURNAL. 

Mililarj/ Superannuation and Widows* Fund. 

Mb« Editor, — May I be permitted to bring under your notice the accom* 
panying copy of a letter, dated so far back as the month of April last, 
addressed by me to a distinguished officer, ^hen at the head of an important, 
military department. ^ 

You will perceive that it suggests the idea of forming a fund for tl]|^ ' 
benefit of the army, but more immediately for the benefit of the widows and 
orphans of military officers. I pm in possession of the answer which 1 had 
theiionour to receive from the officer already referred to ; but, not having 
applied for permission to give it jpiblicity, 1 do not feel myself at liberty to (io 
so without his previous sanction. I may, hoVever, add, without aii*j/ breach 
of Gourtesf, that the answer conveys an entire approval of the principle and 
advantages of such establishment, if carried into efiect. 

The (uyect is well worthy of the British army, — it is identified with its 
honour — it is associated f^ith its besl: and noblest feelings. The subject, 
too, has acquired an intense and fearful interest, from the regulations, 
recently issued by the War Office, relative to the Half- Pay, and Widows’ 
Pensions. 

1 cannot err in persuading myself that the suggestion will receive yonr 
best consideration. In your hands 1 place it, reiterating the hope tliat the 
army will see what honour and humanity demand. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

Chatham. A Retired Officer. 

(Copy.) 

Sir, — It has long been matter for deep reflection, — painful as it aflects the 
objects, — painful as it aflects the army,^ — that the widows and orphans i»i‘ 
military officers should be cast entirely upon the bounty of the country, and 
that not one single source of relief to mitigate the sorrows of those w ho have 
the most sacred claims to our sympathy, can he spared by the army. Every 
reflecting mind must feel this; and the army, jeidous of its bononr, iimst 
be anxious to redeem itself from a reproach too jus>tly attaching to it. 
While every profession,— the humble as well as the most ^ liberal, —con- 
siders it a sacred obligation to provide, out of its own resources, for its 
widows and orphans, it is painful to think that the army stands unmoved, 
and^ forms almost the only exception. It were difficult to share in that 
feeling, which is content to leave the dearest qnd most^ valued ties as a 
legacy upon the justice and gratitude of the nation. The country does its 
duty to the amiy, — let the army do its duty to itself. 

Those must, indeed, be little taught by pasi ing events, who do not foresee 
that we are verging towards that point when the reduced officer will be 
thrown upon his own resources, and the widow and orphan shielded t)nly by 
the united sympathies of the army. The Government, it is not questioned, 
seriously contemplate the regulation, by which no reduced officer, under a 
certain prescrihea length of service, shall he allowed half-pay, and no widm^ 
or orphan entitled to a pension, whose huslmnd or father, unleip killed in 
battle, had not served for a stated period of years. 'I'he imperative w’ants 
of a country may, perhaps, force sudh a measure upon *its Government ; but 
few minds will contemplate, without painful and mingled feelings the indi- 
vidual suffering, and even misery, which such a regulation is but too well 
calculated to spread throughout the service. To avert such a state of 
things, I would appeal to tne best feelings of the army,— 1 would awaken it 
to a sense of what it owes to itself— to its own honour ; I w'ould make the 
anny worthy of the country— I wou^d also make it no less worthy of itself. 
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Influenced by these considerations^ I am induced to propose that a Mili- 
tary Fund be established, to be founded and supported by the nrniy itself. 
The fund to bo called The Military Superannuation find’ Widows’ Fund/' 
and having the following objects in view : — 

1st. — To grant annuities to the widows of officers. The claimants under 
this head to consist of two classes — 1st. Widows having no pensions from 
the country; 2nd. Widows having pensions. 

2nd. — To gfant allowances, vi the shape of yearly income, to reduced and 
retired officers. The claimants ui^er tnis head to consist of three classes. 
^ 1st. Officers reduced, having no lialf-piiy. 2nd. Officers placed on half- 
pay by reduction, or from loss of health contracted in the* service. 3rd. 
Officers retired on full pay, from lengtli^ of service, or fi-oni total loss of 
health contracted in the service. • • • 

3rd. — To grant pensions to the orphan daughters of officers, and to found 
a milifary or)>han school for IToys. 

I would make the provision for the widow and orphan form the first and 
primary object of the fund; the other objects to be caiTied into effect as 
soon as the capital of the fund, and the monthly subscriptions, shall autho- 
rize tlie appropriation. , • 

To the principle of the measure every he.irt must arcedt ; it is founded 
in the best feelings of the human heart, and claims tho support and pro- 
tection of idl those who feel for suffering humanity, and who wish to alle- 
viate the anguish and distress of their less fortunate companions, ft uould 
be a monument to tho honour of the Ilritish army, as ilup('^^llable as ils 
laurels ; nor can any moment be more propitious tluiii a moment of profound 
peace. 

The principle, as far as regards the ^Vidows’ Pen don, lias been adopted 
by the Medical department of the army, and also, on a limited scale, by the 
officers of the Navy, under the express sanction of H. R. H. the Duke of 
Clarence, who felt all its inestimable advantages to that branch of the 
service; and the munificent provision which the Indian sirmy makes for it.s 
companions in arms, and for its widows and orphans, will only servo as a 
noble example for our ow^n army. 

If it is practicable then for detached branches of the service, it is practi- 
cable for the whole ; and few will think, in the face of some recent esta- 
blishments, — good in themselves, but certainly of minor and subordinate 
hitent, — that the army does not possess, mithin itself, abundant resources 
for founding^and supporting a Permanent Military Fund. 

My profession excludes the expectation that 1 should ho qualified to enter 
into all the niceties of arithmetical calculations connected with the plan : 
this part of tho duty essentially belongs to the professional accountant or 
actuary ; and I km persffiided the able actuary employed by the Government 
w'ould willingly give his aid in making the necessary calculations and tables. 
It appears to me that the Table of Rates* and Subscription, the mode of 
Management, and the Rules and Regulations of the Bengal Military Fund, 
might be adopted with great advantage,' subject, of course, to such modifi- 
cationsw as the difference between the two services might fender necessary, 
in the opinion of a special board of officers, to whom, under the sanction and 
autlmrity of the General Commanding in Chief, the details of the plan 
• would bereferllBd. • 

Such H the plan which, with all its imperfections, I take the liberty of 
submitting to your .deliberate consideration. 1 address myself to you, on 
•this occasicffi, less from regard for the high official situation which you hold 
gt head-quarters, than for the enlarged and benevolent feelings which attract 
your mind to all ahd every thing which can promote the honour and interest 
of His Majesty's service. 

The present feelings of the country, naturally anxious for every ]>ossiblo 
reduction of its expenditure, and the policy of a just and humane Govern- 
ment, (1 speak of no particular ministry,) must be intere'^tod in giving 

II 
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effect to a measure which, by its operation, may ultimately render a dimi- 
nution of what is called the Dead Weight less impracticable, and, I fear not 
to add, less incompatible with what the Nation and the Government owe to 
the army. I know the fact, that the Government contribute 10 per cent, 
out of the revenue of the Island of Ceylon, yearly, towards the Civil Super- 
annuation Fund of that colony ; and 1 am yet to learn that the services of 
the army etve it a less claim to an equally liberal and grateful consideration. 

Can 1 hope that the object 1 have in vipw will plead my apology for 
breaking in upon your time at so great a length ? When you are freed 
from the pressure of official duties, you Will, perhqps, not be unwilling to 
devote your attVsntion to its consideration ; and I shall feel honoured by tlic * 
expression of your opinion, and your views and sentiments. 

r ' 1 have the honour to be, 

Chatham, April 1830. ^ Yours, &cc. &c. &c. 

\* Some objections to such a provision as the foregoing mi^ht cef cainly 
be stated ; biit they are not of weight to counteract the beneficial principle 
of a plan which we recommend to.general consideration. — £d. 

•• .... 

J. M. m Duelling, in rcpl^ to his Critics. 

Mr. Editor. — Will you permit me to say a few words in reply to your 
Correspondent A. B. who, in the last number of the Journal, charges me 
with a marvellous confusion of ideas,” for having asserted, whilst attempt- 
ing to lay down some rules on the subject of Duelling, that a second in a 
duel “ is answerable to God and his country for any loss of life that by tem- 
perate, judicious, and conciliatory conduct might have been avoided;" 
arguing that this is sanctioning a breach of the Commandments, at the same 
time that we are acknowledging our responsibility to God, &c. &c. Such 
Bw*eepiog charges arc more easily made than proved. 

As self-defence for the protection of property as well as life is allowed by 
Scripture* and the law of England, on what principle shall we be prevented 
ffom defending our honour and character, that must be dearer to us than 
life itself? If a man is permitted to defend a little paltry gold at the risk 
of slaying the siggressor, on wliat ground can he be prevented from defend- 
ing the reputation of those whose fame must be ilearer to him than liis own ? 
Still, men must be nnsw'erable to God for any blood so shed, “ that, by tem- 
perate and judicious coiidu(!t, might have been avoided.” Dr. J^«|inson says, 

“ I do not see that fighting is forbidden in Scripture ; I see revenge f(>rbidden, 
but not self-defence. A man may shed the. blood of a man who invades his 
character, ns he may shoot him who attempts to break into his house.”! 
Lord Karnes, in the Sketches of Man, takes the saipc view*^ of the subject ; J 
so that I share the marvellous confusion of ideas” attributed to me not 
only with the great moralist himself, but also with a great judge and histo- 
rian — I am verily not fisliamed of the feIlowshji\, 

In consequence of the fatal termination of many duels, owing to the very 
improper manner in which they had been conducted, (I referred to an in- 
stance in which life had actually been tossed uj) for, and might have kdded 
the case of Philips and many others,) I thought it right, whilst writing on 
the subject, to pvppose a few common-place rules iii the avowed hops* of 
averting similar misfortunes for tiie future, and also* with a view of correct- 
ing a dangerous error, that a book, termed “ Tile British Code of Duel,” had 
tended to promulgate. This Sir Lucibs O’Trigger kind of ])edantry would, 
uerhaps, have exposed the writer to a little ridicule from those ^^ho know 
how peaceful and unwarlike are his own habits and pursuits, had not the • 
object, in some mciisure, sanctified the motive; but 1 certainly never ex- 

* xxii. 2. f Boswell’s Life of ~ 

t Sketches, yol. i. ^ 
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pected to have seen it made the subject of a grave charge ; for surely no 
one will seriously maintain that gentlemen are likely to go out and fight 
merely in order to practise thes^ rules; so that they can by no possibility do 
harm, but may perhaps, at a future time, do good. If a man cannot 
Suppress an evil, is he, therefore, prevented from striving to alleviate its 
effects? Nor were they principally intended, as supposed by A. B. for the 
Dnited Services : because, as far as my own observation goes, there is much 
less duelling in*the Army and Havy than in civil life:. a circumstance highly 
hcmourable to the services, as it shows that they are setting an exampm of 
l|that high and gentlemanlike conduct which sliould always form a, distin* 
giiishing mark of the professions. ^ *• 

It was the object of the article that has jed to tliis discussion, to check, as 
much as possible, tlie practice of duelling, by making tiitecunds, on whom 
much depends, iittentive to tlieir duty iind responsibility; by calling on 
society* so for at least to assdrt its own ujgriity, as not to allow the mere 
standing of a paltry sliot to constitute a proof of gentlemanlike doiiduct and 
sentiment ; and, above all, by divesting the duellist of any claim to courage 
which he could pretend t<i found even on the “ fighting of fifty duels.** Yet, 
in the face of this very sentence, aii^ mucli more to the same purpose, your 
('urrcspoiident A. Ik gc»es over the ground 1 had taken, proves, in a very 
able manner, that a duellist is not to be considered a man of courage, never 
states that I had taken the same view of the c,ase, but, as he has been at- 
tacking my opinions, leaves it to be inferred, as a matter of coni-se, that I 
bad attempted to class tlie gallantry of the duellist with that of the 
soldier,’* though exactly the reverse happens to be the case. 

I mention this without 4X>mmeut, for I cannot suspect of wilful misrepre- 
smitatuin a writer wliose general sentiments entitle him to respect, and who 
almost begins liis letter by a <piotatioii from that book which is the source of 
pure and unsophisticated truth alone. 

Another contributor, who, in the same Journal, signs himself C. O. says. 

To the remark of J. M. that ' it is onl^ by raising the standard o? polite- 
ness and moriil conduct, and insisting on its being acted up to by all parties, 
that the abolition of duelling can be effected it miglit be suggested that, 
to the standard to which lie refers, it is the object of Christian education to 
raise us,” &c. Yes, certainly, to raise us;*’ but the question is how for 
has it raised us? Are there no coarse, envious, licentious, and bad-hearted 
men ill the motst polite society ? Ls Favarm;, enjin, mere de tone Irs crimes, 
already bani^ied from the world? Do we not, on the contrary, behold the 
worship of Mamiiion ujieiily carried on, from the splendid salons where the 
high and the noble may be seen bartering independence and parliamentary 
votes for places to themselves, and preferment for their sous, and fortune- 
hunting mothers^parndin^ their daughters for sale to the highest bidders, 
down to filthy scenes lately e.\liibitcd in the streets of Liverpool, where men 
brought that liberty to market ‘wliich tho&saiids are now yelling out for, 
many of them Vith no other ^^ew than to have more of the same commodity 
to dispose of? At every ordinary dinner-party you may easily tell the rela- 
tive w'ealth and influence of the guests by the general aespect shown to 
them, as well as by the smiles of the ‘‘ courteous host " and hostess ; but 
where is the distinguishing mark that society sets upon worth and virtue ? 
•A fifty-power reflecting jaiiterii would hardly, in these dj^s, enable Dio- 
genes to discover an honest niaa, not so much for want of worth and honesty — 
for there is, after all^ perhaps, more virtue in the world than the world gets 
credit for •- but because vice is forward and presuming, and constantly 
tjirows virtue, wliich is humble and retiring, into the shade, and never 
scruples, in its greedy course of low ambition, to trample it down whenever 
it call be dune w'ith impunity. In such a state of society, which besides pu- 
nishes the presumed absence of homlur without rewarding the reality, repu- 
tation and character cannot ]>os8ibly be left unguarded ; for men of high and 
generous feelings have, after all, little*left to lose in this world when they 
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have once losjb even this world’s esteem. And what protection is there in 
many cases but what is aiFurded by the precarious and uncertain law of 
battle : itself avowedly an evil, rendered necessary by the evil passions of 
the human breast, that too often leave us nothing but a choice of evils. 

1 here close the subject. I have proposed the best remedy in my power * 
it was not very well timed, 1 idlow, for times of revolutionary tendency are 
not well adapted for the advancement of morality, but it leaves the held just 
as open as it was before, to the exertion of abler hands. As to ^our two 
correspondents, 1 caif only add that the seiAiments they express will ensure 
for them the respect of all wcil-tliinkit% men« even of those who may lament ^ 
that the ho^st views and wishes contained in the writings here replied 
to, cannot, in the present state of society, be carried into practical effect. 

Without again alluding to the writers above spoken of, for it would 
not he applicableji 1 may mention, m peuisant^ that to place any particular 
words or sentences of a modem vssay in opp(!sition to scriptural qiioliatioiis, 
is not a fair way of judging of its merit ; the entire must be looked at, as it 
is only by trying the object and tendency of the first by the spirit of the 
second, that justice cun be done. 

' , 1 am. Sir, your most obedient servant, 

’ J. M. 

It was our intention to have offered a few observations upon this 
subject, so sensibly and temperately handled by our several contributors ; 
but J. M., to whose opinions, and for the reasons he assigns above, w^e de- 
cidedly lean, has saved us the trouble. We claim, however, the merit of 
impartiality, in having fairly submitted both sides of the question to judg- 
ment.— Ed. 


Captain Cook and Sir Joseph Banks, 

Mr. Editor, — I ol>.scrvc your correspondent D., in his ^‘defence ’of 
Captain Cook/’ in your number for March last, is unacquainted with the 
true cause why Sir Joseph Banks did not iiccompany (Japtain Cook on his 
second voyage, which circumstance is readily accounted for, without refer- 
ence to the unhandsome niarin(?r in which the great navigator is mentioned 
in the Ilejjort of the Geographical Society of Baris. 

My infurniatioii is deri\ca from an individual who accompanied Cyouk in 
his first ami second voyages, and was otherwise intimately acquainted with 
his character in all its bearings. 

Sir Joseph Banks did fully intend to proceed on the second voyage — 
so much so, that all his prejuirations were completed, and every thing he 
considered essential for the voyage was actually on board the Resolution. 
At (yaptain Cook's particular desire, a pooj»-cabin\vas buift; on the Resolu- 
tion, which lie intended to occupy himself, giving up his proper cabin for 
the accommodation of Sir Jo.sepli Banks, aAd the other scientific men who 
were to have accompanied him. On the passage down the river Thames to 
the Nore, the Resolutipn was discovered to be so very crank, that it was 
deemed expedient to take the poop off her, thus obliging Captain Cook to 
resume his proper cabin. Sir Joseph Bank.s, In consequence of this arrange- 
ment, finding Himself deprived of the expected accommodation, finalli de- 
tei-mined on not proceeding; and this was the sole cause’ of Sir Joseph ' 

rSu accompanying Captain Cook on hW second vqj'age. 

Jhc borstersdid not join the Resolution till sliehad reached Plymouth 
sound, and their accommodations were not so comfortable as ivbuld have’ 
w the poop remained on the ship-they were, however, the 

afforded, under the circumstances.— Their complaints 
principally iq reference to the badness of their 
accomodation, and ^vhich it was out of his power to remedy. 

With reference to the ravages of disease, said to have been inflicted on the 
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natives of the South Sea Islands by the crew of Captain Cook, there is now in 
the possession of one of the Commissioners of Greenwich Hospital, an original 
order from Cook on this subject,«.strictly prohibiting every person diseased, 
or suspected to be so, from leaving the ship on any pretence whatever, or 
having any communication with the natives. This, though inefficient, 
clearly proves liis great anxiety to prevent the spread of that devastating 
n^lady among the natives. Can a similar order be produced from Bougain- 
ville, or any other of the French Navigators, who visited those Islands? 

That his crew entertsuned a mhst aimetionate regard^or their commander 
^ay be gathered from thc^ extreme anxiety they evinced at one period of 
rlioir voyage, when he was* seriously ill ; their first and constant query at 
the relief of each watch was after the health of their belovdd commander, 
whom they alwiiys co;isidered as their fathef ajid their friend : and finally, 
at his lamented death, so enraged and infuriated were they at the loss of 
their rflwered chief, that it was v/ith great* difficulty they were restrained 
within the bounds of subordination, because they were restricted, very pro- 
perly however, from proceeding on shore, and taking instant and ample 
revenge for their irreparable loss. 1 coidd add many anecdotes, from the 
very best authority, to prove his goodness of hea^'t^and benevolence of dis- 
position ; but as they were conimunioated in confidence, and without an 
idea of their being made jmblic, and would moreover be unpleasing to an 
amiable and venerable female closely connected with him, if seen by her, 
T will therefore abstain. Indeed, 1 consider his character established on so 
firm a basis, as to stand in no need of my weak vindication ; and 1 trust that 
it will not be affected by the unjust and illiberal remarks contained in the 
Report of the Geographical Society of Paris. 

1 will, however, add to the character of our navigator, quoted from Cap- 
tain King hy your correspondent D. (ami which,! think, conveys a just 
estimate <if it in a few words,) one from the pen of Dr. Reiiiholcl Forster, 
u ho certainly cannot be accused of partiality towards him, “ If we con- 
sider his extreme abilities, both natural and acquired, the firmness and 
constancy of his mind, his truly paternal care for the crew entrusted to 
him, tlie amiable inaniier with which he knew how to gain the frieiidsliip of all 
tlie s ivage and uncultivated nations, and even his conduct towards his 
friends and ac<pinintance, we must acknowledge him to have been one of 
the greatest men of his age, and that reason justifies the tear which friend- 
shij) pays to his memory. 

• 1 am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

Loudon, April 19. 1831. Q- 


C//9C of the Naval Architects, 

Mr. Editor, — I shall be obliged if you will allow me to call the atten- 
tion of the public, through th^niodium of your pages, to an act of extreme 
injustice committed against a certain class of the public servants by the 
present Naval Administration,— I mean those called Naval Architects; a 
short aoctmrit of the cause of whose institution, and presenir state, I gave in 
your number for February last. , . , 

Previous to Lord Melville's quitting the Admiralty, an order was issued 
\o the several dock-yards, that all new appointments to ^tuations below 
the rank of foremen of the yflrd, ^lould be held by persons who were to 
receive day pay, leaving those, howeve^^ in the present possession of thosT 
situations, nicir yearly salary as heretofore : so far, right ; any person re- 
ceiving such an appointment knew under what circumstances itwas^tobe 
held, and had the option of accepting or rejecting it. On the change in the 
Admiralty, this act, which was intended to be prospective, was made to in- 
clude those who had for many years been in the receipt of an annual income, 
and was^ven extended to those students who had from their entrance into 
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the service been on salary, and which was an express condition of their 
entering it. In a copy of the regulations established relative to the adinis- 
flion of students into the School of Naval »Architecture, now before me, the 
sixth article says, ^Hhey will be allowed the following salaries in quar- 
terly payments this refers to the seven years of study. The seventh 
article says, On the expiration of their apprenticeship the students will be 
eligible to all situations in the ship-building department of his Majcstf^s 
service, and in the event of there being no vacancy in any* of his Majesty's 
yards, they shall be emydoyed as supernuiA'eraries in the yards until vacant 
cies* do occur, and be allowed the yearly salaries recommended in the thirds 
report of the> Commissioners for revising the civil affairs of the Navy. TMb 
next and last^ regulation relates to a bond for 500/., entered into by two 
sureties for each student, that he should not quit the s^ervice under a period 
of seventeen yei^s, on pain of the forfeiture of the amount of this bond, in 
order that the expense of the education of those students might nut be lost 
to the Government. Here then there is a mutual agreement between the two 
parties, and the willingness of one party to give up his part does not free 
him from his responsibility to fulfil the other ; or in other words, the Ad- 
miralty, after cancelling tjus bond by which the students were tied to the 
service for a term of seventeen years, are n(»t at liberty, in justic>e and 
equity, to shake off that tie by which they bound themselves to the students, 
'rhose regulations I speak of were fonned by the King and (/ouncil, and 
upon the faith of them many persons entered the service, who never would 
have done so under the degrading terms now forced upon them. It may 
appear very fair to say, If you are dissatisfied with the present conditions, 
we are willing to free you from your bond, and you may then apply for 
your dismissal, wdiich will be granted to you,” — but after devoting nearly 
seventeen years of the best period of their lives (as some of those students 
who have not yet been appointed to situations have done), and having 
arrived at the age of thirty-three or thirty>four^ears, with families depend- 
ing on them for support, to have to submit to any terms which the caprice 
of this or any other Board of Admiralty may dictate, or the alternative of 
seeking at that time of life new means of subsistence, is, to say the least of 
it, hard indeed. If the alteration of circumstances, since the formation of 
this establishment, has rendered the number of tln>se admitted to it too 
great, and the Lords of the Admiralty .are desirous of reducing the number 
of claimants for situations, a fair and honourable way is Ofien to them to do 
so, by allowing those supernumeraf'y students to retain their present incomes 
(which are guaranteed to them by the regulations 1 have quoted above) 
and endeavour to provide fur themselves in private employment, under this 
condition, that if, when called on to accept of appointments in the dock- 
yards, they are unwilling to do so, they shall forfeit all, claim to a con- 
tinuance of their salary. By this means there would be no increase to the 
public burthen, but a constant tendency to its diminution. If it be lawful 
for one party to reverse the acts of their predecessors in office, and the 
Lords of the Admiralty thus to cancel the decisions of the King and Coun- 
cil, who will place reliance in public faith? who will enter that service, 
where, after having faithfully discharged his duty until old age approaches, 
he may be displaced without any cause as.signed but the will of those who 
have the power Jto act unjustly ? I would not wish it to ha understood that 
1 think the present Admiralty mean to go to, this bxtent, but every measure 
which tends, however remotely, to such an end, should be viewed with the 
greatest jealousy, and checked befoi'te it attains to too great a h^Jid. 

. lam Sir, your obedient servant, 

April 19, 1831. Philo-nauticos. * 

* Even the filling ilu»8c varaucies by persons not educated at the sdiouL is there- 
fore fk breach of llieir agruomcMit. 
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Yeomannj Cavalry. 

Mr. Editor^ — S ince you cnndeseend to notice a branch of military service 
so humble as the Yeomanry (.lavalry, I request the attention of th(»se among 
your readers, whom such subjects concern, to a few remarks upon one or 
two points which you have not touched ; at the same time tendering you 
my warmest thanks for the excellent observations contained in your last 
Number. • 

Jt is generally reported that some instructions are being drawn up by 
authority for the movements of Yeom&nry Cavalry; that these instructions 
^il be diifereiit from the elucidation of Sir David Diindas's fegulations ; 
and that the pructice recently adopted in the regular cavalry, will be en- 
joined in the yeornaiiry also. I do not presfitne tp offer ap opinion upon 
their propriety for regiments of the line ; but having an exptTience of twenty 
years to cmable me to form a judgment upon*fhcir advantage for regiments, 
or smaller corps of yeomanry, I venture to submit the reasons for Consider- 
ing them inapplicable to the latter service, in the hope that these observa- 
tions may meet the eyes of those who have it in their power to give them 
effect if found to be valid. • * 

The present practice of regular cavsflry places the officers in line in front 
of the men. The officers have nothing to do but to dress iheiiisclves: they 
do nut, ami cannot dress the men who are in their rear : these must he 
dressed hy the non-commissioned officei*s, or other ll.ink men of the divisions 
intc wlilch each troop has been told off. 

The objections to this for yeomanry are manifold. The horses of yeo- 
manry officers are not so steady as the liorscs of officers in regular cavalry ; 
from not being so well broke in the school, tliey selilom stand (piiet, and con- 
sequently do not preserve a correct line. This is, however, of minor import- 
ance. A more serious objection is, that the officers are thereby not in a 
situation to direct their men. It is possible that the commis!>:ioned officers 
of the regular cavalry may not be more efficient than the serjeants and cor- 
porals ; nay, it is possilde, that the non-coiniiiissioned officers in regular 
regiments may be more steady, and an JaU, at regimental movements than 
their superiors ; but I am qtiite certain that such is not tlic case in yeomanry 
regiments ; and tliat the commissioned officers take greater pains to acijuire 
a knowledge of their duties, and arc to all intents and purposes bettor sol- 
diej's, than their serjeants and corporals. In all movements from line into 
column, the correctness must depend upon the individuals on the flanks, both 
pivf»t and wheeling : and also the accuracy with which the proper wheeling 
‘distances are preserved between one division and another ; and it is of great 
importance to have officers on these flanks, because they are the most intel- 
ligent men of the, regiment ; so that, if 1 were to suggest any alteration 
from J>undas, it should be to place the aerreph officers on flanks of all divi- 
sions ill line, rather than in the rciy*. An officer, when abreast of his men, 
can preserve them in much better order than when in front of them. When 
a line is ordered to advance, some horses rush forward, and some hang back, 
so that for the first few paces the line is always irregular. An officer on a 
flank caif easily and quickly correct this irregularity ; but the men will not 
pay the same ready attention to a serjeant or corporal. It is useless to say 
t|}at tllby ought t 9 do so : wo must make use of a force as it is^ and as it can 
be used ; and not attempt to ma^e it according to an Utopian standard, that 
can never be attained. It is owdng to this irregularity in starting, that a 
good yeomanry officer is cauti<»us of executing his charges too quickly ; and 
therefore he will not give the order to trot or gallop, until he sees the line 
perfect at the slower, pace ; and hence, however well drilled a regiment of 
yeomanry may he, its movements are alw'uys slower than those of a regiment 
of the line. The Yorkshire Hussars of Lctrd (iraiithani, himI the Cheshire 
Yeomanry, which were as perfect as any regimeiits of the line, were never- 
theless slower in their evolutions, owing to this cause. 
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Another objection to placing? the officers in front is> that the line is there- 
by diminished. It is true that the diminution is very small ; but since troops 
of yeomanry seldom muster fur drills abo<re half their strength of privates^ 
after the novelty of the first year has subsided, even that sm9il diminution is 
iiiCionveniently felt, and no one advantage gained. 

Every description of military force possesses advantages and disadvan- 
tages peculiar to itself. Heavy cavalry cannot perform all that light cavalry 
can, and vice verm, as Lord Anglesey learned to his cost at Waterloo. Each 
must be made perfect in its kind. If yeomanry are inferior to regulars in 
some things, there is tbc greater neOcssity for rendering them perfect, av 
far as it is 'possible, in other things. One of the good ingredients in yw- 
manry, is tke*'iiitcliigencc from superior education in the men ; one of the 
bad ingredients is want of smartness and attention in small points of disci- 
pline. The great object to he obtained by a commander is precision ; quick- 
ness comes nextj arfd though*^rapidity is valuable, it is inferior t6 correct- 
ness. No word of command ought ever to be given to a yeoman, without 
his being made thoroughly acciuainted with the object which the commander 
wishes to attain by it. It is of cx>rnpar&tively little importance whether the 
commanding officer uft<y's one, or twenty sylliililes : the only point worth 
considering is, by which means he gets his commands most efficiently exe- 
cuted. In the new regulations, the words of command are much abbre- 
viated ; but 1 am perfectly certain, that those yeomanry corps which slialf 
adopt them, will not be so correct in the field as those which adhere to the 
ajiparently longer, but really more rapid orders of Duiidas. 

1 am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

^April 18th, 1831 A Field Officer of Yeomanry. 

We are not aware of any forthcoming instructions such as those 
alluded to bv our Correspondent ; indeed, till the revised movements for the 
cavalry shall liave been ofjieinfty adopted, no corresponding rules can be 
issued by authority for the guidance of the yeomanry. Meanwhile, ’the 
observations olferod in our last Number, will, we think, be found sufficient 
for all general piirposc.s. — Ed. 


Stale of I he Brlthh Artillery. 

Mr. Editor, — I have perused with considerable interest and attention, 
the able article under the signature of “ Mentor," in youw last Number, 

On the Organization of the British Artillery," and I rejoice that the sub- 
ject is taken up by so zealous and judicious a correspondent. I entirely 
concur witli liim in lamenting the nresent deplorable state of the British 
Artillery, and, let me add. Engineers department. Thoqgh myself in a dif- 
ferent branch of the service, yet as a British officer, and from having served 
much in conjunction with artiUery, I feel very forcibly the absolute and im- 
mediate necessity of some change being efA-cted respecting artillery pro- 
motion, and 1 feel as forcibly the absolute necessity of putting this right 
arm of w'ar” of one service on a footing to meet the hattle-storm, whose 
dusky clouds are now gathering fast over the horizon of Europe. The 
present inefficiency of this service is nuist glaring, both in number of men 
and practice. » I am the more led to offer these remarks from havinj^beeaa 
late witness to the excellent and worknpmlike state*" of the artillery of 
France. I allude et^ecially to the force in that branch that 1 saw embark at 
Toulon for the African expeditiort, and which force*' alone cipiiprised very 
nearly as many men and guns as England can now call ejjcctive in the saine 
branch ! No officer in the service is a better judge than* the gallant and his- 
tinguislied officer now at the head of the ordnance, of the vital importance 
of this peculiar arm of the service j he >vell remembers the cheers of his 
gallant brigade, at the splendid manner in wliicli the guns attached to it 
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were served at Waterloo; he well remembers the dying testimony of the 
glorious pLcton, (to the command of whoso division, he, Sir James, su(v- 
ceeded) as to good service done by those guns; and he will doubtless put tho 
ordnance department in such a state, that it may in future days again draw 
forth sucli words as these from a defeated enemy : “ The Imperial Guard 
made several charges, but was c^mstantly repulsed^ cruslied by a terrible 
artillery, that each minute seemed to inultijdy. These invincible, grenadiers 
beheld the grape-shot make day through their ranks/** 

I have the honour to be. Sir, yours, &c. &c. 

. * Dux. 


, Medical DeparlmehL, ^ 

Mr. Editor, — The last number of the Unitpd Service JoiArnal contains a 
letter fronfaiiold medical officer, *(Medicus Sencx,) with a schedule of pay 
and allowances, &c. as laid down, he says, by 11. M. Warrant, hlay sfe, 180-k 

With the obseiwations contained in that letter I fully coincide, and liold no- 
thing to he better established in hiw and in equity, tliapthe right of the me- 
dical officers of the Army to all the advsmtages hitherto enjoyed under that 
warrant. Of course 1 mean all officers in tho service previously to July 
1830; all who have entered, or who may enter subsequently to that period, 
must claim under the late warrants. Should any officer, however, of the 
former class, accept of any advantage wdiatsoever under the liite warrants, 
lie must be considered as thereby relinquishing all right to claim at any 
future period under the warrant of 1804% 

It is a painful thing to hud that any doubts or difficulties should havdi 
been started on these subjects, and that persons in subordinate situations 
should have been compelled to struggle individually, each in defence or 
vindication of his own just claims. But so it is, unfortunately, in our depart- 
ment, between the head of which and the inembci's no common feeling of 
confidence or cordiality seems to exist, — no eym^mthy, as we say. 

My object, however, at present, is not to discuss these matters, but to 
warn your readers not to place implicit reliance on the schedule given in 
tlic last Number, as some of the rates therein specifed are subject to deduce 
IhiiSy of which no notice is t«*iken by your Correspondent. 

I'lio gross full-pay of llogimental Surgeons also is overstated, the true 
rate under tlic warrant being and not 12s, (id. 

Should any of ^our Correspondents have in their possession copies of the 
schedule of iHlt,’ or of any circular or general order connected with it, or 
with the present subject generally, it w'ould be an act of kindness and 
Justice to the profession to give them publicity through your pages. 

April 10, 18.31. * ♦ Medicos. 


A Grievafice Males in Ihc Navy, 

Mr. Editor. — The warranted class of Males in the Navy have but of 
late years sprung up, and I make no doubt the iindcrinentioi^ied grievance 
must have been entirely overlooked, or certainly it could not have remained 
so long unheeded. 

It is tlTat second TOasters tpke precedence to mates ; on whaf principle, 1 
am at a loss to comprehend ; but it is a circumstance ^at creates much 
ill-will between the two, ranks, more particularly in vessels commanded by 
lieuj^enants, where mates are placed so frequently under the orders of the 
second master. The midshipman, previous to passing, is senior to the 
miister*s assistant, although but two years in the service. On his under- 
going the examination to qualify him for a lieutenant, he takes the name of 

• * Vide Relation hd^lc et detailk:e de la dernierc campagne de Buonaparte, par 

uii t^moiu ociilairc.’* Paris, 181 o. * 
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mate, and, if by good fortune he obtains his commission, he takes rank over 
both the second master and master. 

The examinations niidshipnien now*undergo both at the Naval College 
and before three captains, with the experience they obtain, fit them more 
particiilarlv for the situation of Commanding Officer : while many from the 
merchants^ service, undergoing an examination for a second master, are at 
once appointed to that rank. Fancy, then, a mate of ten years passed^ so 
situated, how can he perforin his duty with the least zoal or pleasure under 
the orders of one so new to the profession, and possessing so little knowledge 
of the sei;vice? It is a grievance, if once remedied, would call fortl^-'ie 
thanks of *n« large proportion of young officers, and ultimately prove of real 
benefit to tlie profession. « G. G. 

• * ' 

Radi<wl** and the Fool Guards. ^ 

Mr.*Edit()k, — 1 am induced to direct your attention to a letter in the 
Times newspaper of th^ 18th instant, signed ‘‘ Radical,'^ in w'hich, after 
much profession of being a brave *iuan,” the writer, who I hear is a Mr. 
Jones, states that he*wis driven from the profession, in which tliirty years 
of his life had been passed, and. as lie hopes, without a stain, in consequence 
of an order he had given for the maintenance of discipline, which order the 
Duke of York ilirected to be torn from the ordcrly-liook in the presence of 
his own officers and the field officers of the garrison of Dublin. 

Proud tcstiinonial to the memory of the illustrious Duke ! — 1 have never yet 
been so fortunate as to meet with a Radical who was not a tyrant ; and I there- 
ifore consider this act of his Royal Highness to be in accordance with all his 
otlier proceedings, in support of the rights of the soldier and of humanity, 
and which line of conduct so justly entitled him to the appellation of the 
“ Soldier s Friend.'* 

But frailmortals are liable to err — facts are stubborn things/’ and'*^ Radi- 
cal” promises to convince the public that he was right and the Duke wrong. 
Of Mr. Jones’s services 1 do not pretend to know any thing except from his 
own trumpeting : there arc men ol his name who reflect honour on the military 
profession, from whom our hero must he distinguished in future story, as Ra- 
dical Jones,” or Orderly Book Jones,” and thus, at least, enjoy an'iiiglorious 
immortality apart from his laiirelled.felluws. The Jones, in the shyness of his 
modest nature, ])roinises in his saiil letter, that at some future and be- 
fitting period” the Order shall be given to the public. Suwjly this “honour- 
able man” cannot consider any time so befitting as the present ; for (i^sar, 
or somebody else, says “ he is ambitious” — let him now prove to the world, 
* and especially to that portion of it classed as “ w'orthy and independent 
electors,'’ his own “ purity” as a soldier when in coipmand, and then his 
attacks upon all persons and characters will have greater weight : the pub- 
lication of this testimoiihil of “ discipline” and humanity would ensure him 
respect or contempt. 

1 am sure, Sir, you will not liesitate to do justice to Mr. Jones by insert- 
ing the Order, if he sends it to you. Your pages are required, 1 admit, for 
vsiliiable information, but recollect this Order has been torn from the Or- 
derly Book of the Guards ; and, therefore, it is something to put on record, 
and it is something that will do justice to the military career of so Penowied 
a “ Radical and Emancipator.” ^ 

I have already^bserved, that of the services of this said Mr. Jones 1 know 
nothing, but 1 hear that he was at Bergen-op-Zoom,<whick brings to, my 
recollection an anecdote 1 have heard connected with that unfortunate 
affair. At Hergen-op-Zoom an officer had to deliver a message t<» the 
enemy. Meeting with a French grenadier, he attempted to communicate 
his instructions, but not being understood, the grenadier took him by the 
shoulder, and, with a contemptuous — alles /outre, 

, “ Piiurcd his foot in thunder on his rear’' 

and thus sent liim forw ard on his errand. 


Akti-Rauical. 
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While the indiviilunl who is understood to scribble under the signa- 
ture of l^idicsil/* confined himself to the usual to|>ic9 of pot-house decla- 
mation, his i^otesque exhibitions (!l>ncerncd us not; but that ex-oflicer 
having thought proper, with edifying simplicity, to reveal the cause of liis 
own degradation, and, thereupon, to assail the memory of a Prince, who, by 
common consent of officer and soldier, was regarded as the truest friend of 
both, and is reverenced as such in his premature grave, we shall feel it to 
be our duty to exposit the exact prctqpsions of his slanderer. Ki>. 


Contagion and Malaria in cases of Fever, 

Mr. Editor, — 1 have this moment read the* very inter^ting article 
respecting the Gibraltar Epidemic contained in your Number ior February. 
I had never«|)revioiisly read one Jipe relative tpo the point at issue between 
the contagionisls and the non-contagionists, nor do 1 know aught f 3 f Hr. 
Smith, or of his pamphlet. 1 am not a medical person, but a humble Com- 
mander in the Iloyal Navy, and consequently have no other view than a de- 
sire to assist ill the investigation of truth, by statii\g*some circumstances 
which have occurred under my own expei’icnce, materially tending to exm- 
hrm the hypothesis of malaria, and not contayUm, being the cause of infection 
in cases of the West India yellow, or black vomit fever. The instances I 
shall adduce may be readily authenticated by documents registered at the 
Admiralty Office ; therefore, perhaps, 1 may he excused for not signing my 
name to this communication, particularly as 1 might by so diung incur the 
risk of giving offence to Dr. Pym, with whom 1 am slightly acquainted, and 
for whose character 1 entertain the highest respect. 

In the year 1801 or 1805, Ills Majesty’s sloop-of-w'ar the Kingfisher 
entered Demerara river on the coast of Guiana, with scarcely a sick person 
on board, and certainly without any cxise of fever. The vessel had not been 
long, however, at this anchorage before numbers fell ill, and the men began 
to die rapidly,— most of them exhibiting the black vomit symptom. VVe 
sailed almost immediately, and although most of those on the sick-list i»e- 
rished, — including the C'Omniander, (’apt. Cribh, tfie Carpenter, Mr. Su- 
therland, and a great number of the ship’s company, — ^yet the disease was 
instantly checked by leaving Demerara, and no Iresh case occurred after we 
got fairly out to sea. 

Now, if this Idq^k vomit fever had been propagated by contaywn alone, 
why should it nut have gone on spreading as rapidly at sea as in the river } 
ami if it did not originate in local malaria, why should mere chango of place 
have arrested its progress ? 

In 1808 or 1809, a^few frigates cruising off Guadaloupe summoned the 
small Island of Mariegalante to surrender ; and, quite unexpectedly 1 be- 
lieve, the Governor capitulated. The. place was»has^jly garrisoned by Ma- 
rines, who fell sick in vast nuntlicrs — men and officers dying rapidly. 
Nearly every case of this deadly distemper was characteriscil by the fatal 
symptom of black vomiting. ’I’he tem[»orary Governor, Capt. ljugh Pigot, 
Royal Navy,*now commanding II. M. Ship Talavera in the Downs, alarmed 
at the dreadful ravages of this fever, did all he could to <dieck its career. 
As it was* generally, thought that the disease proceeded principally from 
some lagoons, or small lakes, ^irrounded by trees and underwood, bodies of 
negro ^aves were 6mploycd to fell timber, ^biirn the bushes, and make a 
hreer passage for the wciitatioii of air. Whether these ))recautions had any 
effecror not, is, perhaps, immaterial, so far as relates to the question of con- 
tagion* or malaria : but one fact respecting this epidemic is remarkably 
applicable, namely, that in the instances of a few officers who were so ftirtu- 
nate as to get on board some of the ships-of-war, the fever was instantly 
checked, and they were almost the only cases of recovery. It should also 
be observed, that notwithstanding many of*these sufferers were taken on 
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board in nearly the last stage of the disease^ yet in no case did they com- 
municate the fever to the shipping. ^ One marine officer, Twhose name I 
cannot at this moment recollect, but which might easily be found by refer- 
ring to the ship's books at the Admiralty,) being very ill with the fever at 
a detached station called Vieux Fort, gave orders to his men to put him 
into a canoe, in which he was rowed on board the Ulysses, of it guns, com- 
manded by Capt. C. J. W. Nesham, who nOw commands the Melville. The 
patient declared that he began to revive while in the 4&noe, as he believed 
from the effects of sea air, and he r()covered rapidly after reaching the ship. 
Yet no ofj^ccr or seaman belonging to the Ulysses liad any attack of fev^'^ 
Where then was contagion ? The patients who remained on sliore nearly all 
perished, while those who vi^orc lucky enough to reach the shipping recover- 
ed invariably — Can any thing but malaria account'for this? 

In 1807 or ^808, 11. M. Slpp Ulysses, of it guns, Capt. Nesham, reached 
Barbaijoes with a convoy from EnglaiuT. One of the inidsliipnien named 
Thomas Wood, with whom I was most intimate, went on sliore to look at 
Bridge Town, and was immediately seized with yellow fever. The next 
morning I attended «him to the hospital. My poor friend w'as in a raging 
delirium, and as I held him parti in iny arms while in the boat, the black 
vomit came on, which he ejected over my hands and clothing. Yet I had no 
attack. Where then was the contagion ?— When ()ript. Bourchier coin- 
tnanded the Medina sloop-of-war in the lYest Indies, he anchored upon one 
occasion in Carlisle Bay, Barhadoes, close in under the land^ op])osite to tlie 
old naval dock-yard. Here his men fell sick so fast, that he was induced to 
move the vessel to another ancliurage at a considerable distance farther from 
the shore, when the^ fever immediately abated ! AVas it not, therefore, oc- 
casioned in the first instance by malaria, the influence of which ceased upon 
changing the ship's position ? or if the disease was propagated by contagion, 
why should it abate upon merely shifting the anchorage ? 

I remain, iS:c. . 

Sknk.x. 


The Band of Gentlemen Pensioner.^, 

^ Mu. Em TO a. — Some discussion having arisen lately as to the corps of 
Gentlemen Pensioners, allow me to observe that in *thq. present days of 
economy and retrenchment, it is really too had’' that the country should 
be put to a heavy expense in paying a party of London tradesmen for dieting 
ras Gifrdefi dn corps to his Majesty, whilst so many hundreds of veteran 
officers, who have spent the best part of theU* lives ip his service abroad, 
and therefore are his fittest guards at home, w'ould be proud and delighted 
to be allowed that priylego. Let the, vacancies, as they occur, be filled up 
in future by his Majesty in person from amongst the veteran hfdf-pay 
officers of the Line and Marines ; let none be appointed who have not been 
more than o;ice actually engaged with the enemy ; let them be officered by 
retired general ofiUcera, and, if it should be thought advisable, *iet them ho 
under the same restrictions as to personal appearance, height, &c. as tlie 
picked corps in the army; and then the Sovereign would be guarded by^the 
elile o£ his veteran soldiers, and we nced^not be ashamed of pointing out to 
foreigners our British Garden du corps for fear of exciting their lauglUer at 
such an awkward squad of respectable citizens asnawdo Jhat lionourahle 
duty. Our kind-hearted Monarch would be delighted to have it iil his 
power thus to reward those who have deserved so well of their country, 
whilst the people would see with ^pleasure that those who had done their 
duty in the camp were still distinguished at the court. IT. 
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Proposition for a United Service Medical Societij. 

Mn. Editoii,— Will you pormit' me to recommend, through the medium 
of your Journsil, the establishment of a societ^r consisting of the medical 
officers of the array on full and half-pay, which might be denominated, 
" The Medical and Physical Society of the British Army.” A similar 
society or association was established a few years since, viz. The Me- 
dical and Physical Society of (^lalcutta,” which comprehends a very con- 
siderable portion of the Medical l^epartment of Bengal, and several incm- 
^rs of the Madras and Bombay Presidencies, amounting altogether to from 
£^to 300 members. The society' is, 1 believe, patronized by the members 
of the Medical Board of Bengal, a patronage which does the Board much 
honour ; it evinces a liberal spirit, and a dispJsition^to encoiy'ugo measures 
which have a direct influence in promoting the improvemeirt of tlic officers 
under theig siiporintendeiice, and J:he advancesTient of medical science. The 
Medical and Physical Society of Calcutta has already published four %'oliinu's 
of Transactions. When so much has been effected in so short a time by the 
Medical Establishment of the Bengal Presidency, wliat may be expected 
from a society embracing the Medical Department of tVie British Army? 

The benefits of oixasional publication are in no ease more eviilcnt than in the 
science of medicine. Amidst tlie varied opportunities for observation u-hich its 
~ unbounded sphere of action dcvelopes, many circumstances of a peculiar character, 
many coueliisions of wide applicability must occur to individual pnictitioiiers. The; 
experience of its professors is the cointuoii property of the profession ; but iiicideiital 
reflections may be too brief for formal record — a solitary fact too unsafe a base for 
genenillzation, and therefore neither the one nor the other would be comiuimicated 
to the w’orld, unless tliere existed some uuproteuding repository in which they 
might be registered for farther verification or corri^ci ion. Periodicals are lo us 
what the tables in the temples of Esculapius were to his ministers, with all the 
advantages derivable from the improved nature of the medium, and the more justly 
grounded df»ctrines of modern practice.” — Preface lo the Is^ volume of the Transact 
lions of the Medical Society of Calcnlla* 

The primjiry purpose of medical societies Is professional imfirovcincut, viz. 
improvement or the individual members, and improvement of the science of 
medicine. The general amount of Improvement will, perhaps, depend more 
on the numbers tliat w'rite, than upon the ipiiintity written. Medical men, 
whether they belong to the army or not, shottld consider it an incumbent 
' duty to record vAiatcver remarkable facts may come under their observa- 
tion, wliicli they may think entitled to the attention of other members of 
the profession. Those who endeavour to improve themselves in this way, 
' capnot fail to promote the welfare of their patients, and advance medical 
science. Those who Record facts will carefully observe phenomena ; patients 
will be benefited in the first instance by assidpmis observation, and even- 
tually the advantages will extend vhc profession. 

The society might be so constituted as to include the medical officers of 
the Royal Navy, when it should be denominated ” The United Service 
Medical and Physical Society.” 

The following is an estimate of the probable number of medical officers 
entitled tp become members of the society, viz. — • 


Regimental Medical*Staff, full-pay . 350 

Ditto half-pay . 264 

General Medicid Staff, full-pay . . 140 

* Ditto half-pay . 251. 

Ordnance Medical Department, full-jiay . 38 

Ditto half-pay 54 

Medical Officers of the Royal Navy . . iloo 


2200 
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iliis is a very extensive field fbr a nuinsrous and efficient 

society. ; When we witndss^ a few medicai.pwlitifincn ifi provincial, towns 
siipporting respectable periodical publfcatip^'il^Ii •It be doubted that the 
combined exertions of the medical officers;^liftf^imy and navy* would pro- 
duce a body of transactions that might refl^ the* highest credit upoli the 
members oHhe departments to which they belong? The Uter^ and pro^' 
fessional attainments of the medical officera of me anny and navy are not 
inferior to the qualifications of practitioDei^^ln'’ci^^il li&f ' During peace 
they have commonly more time at command, and in many other respects 
they have infinitely better opportunfdes Ibr 'cqllai^ing anil communicating 
interesting*' information. Why should tENSBe«-excpllent, and ip some mea- 
sure, peculiar advantages, lie thrown away OTlillpuc^d tp'remain inoperative ? 

The leading object of the Society shoffid ^ t£e ^V^cenient of profes- 
sional knowlc^ei more especially iq regard to'^lKe tiieahs bf preserving the 
health of soldiers and sailors, **£iiKbbf trying fhe& upder diseasei Natural 
history Would, almost as a matter of Coimsd, rccelvC ,U( considerable degree of 
attention. Under these general "heads *hre ipcicEdi^,. MUBiCry and Naval 
Hygiene, the Meteorology and Medial Topography, of different countries, 
the diseases of parti&ibar races of mankind and climates, descriptions of 
animals and their diseases, See, &c. tkc. ^ < 

Our medical literature is remarkably deficient in'generfl practical in- 
structions regarding the initiation and conduct of young men who are 
entering upon the practice of the* medical profession* For example, we 
have no work which comprehends a full detail of the clutiesl of an assistant- 
surgeon in the army or navy, calculated to instnict a young medical officer 
upon entering either of the services to which ho rncay belong. To be more 
specific, — ^where will he find instructions respecting the duties of a medical 
officer upon a )>utiishmeiit parade,” or when a sailor is ** brought to the 
gangway.” 1 need not point out how important it is for a young medical 
officer to be instructed in the nature of those duties before he is called on to 
execute them — how apt he is to go wrong — and how culpable he may appear 
to he, when he is only uninformed. 

Essays or observations on these topics by Veterans of the army and navy 
are much w'anted, and w'ouhl perhaps appear upon the formation of a United 
Service Medical Society. 

A library and a museum might eventually form part of the establishment* 

Every facility should be afforded, not only for the publication of the. ela- 
borate conimuniccitions of members, but even for single fn^ts derived from 
eases, which in other respects may not be very remarkable, or detached ob- 
servations upon points of duty, more especially when communicated by 
officers of long experience. 

1 sincerely hope that the members of both eshthlishmcvits, w'ho are anxious 
for their own improyenierit, and the respectability of the service in which 
they are engaged, will bestir ^hcmselvev for the purpose of forming an asso- 
ciation, and I trust its |)romotcrs may reclfon on your assistance to circulate 
an address to the medicid officers of the army and navy in your excellent 
periodical. . 

As the object of a United Service Medical Society would he* intimately 
connected with the public good, perhaps the Secretary-at-War would grant 
permission ffir the communications of members being conveyed thVough his 
office, for the purpose of saving postage. There can be no harm, at least, in 
iiiliciting this boon, and a great ])Oon it would be. 

DuyoM Daka^. 



PORTFOLIO; 

OR 

NAVAL AND JVJILITARY REOISTER. 


Affatrs Af Homk AKb AurcTad. 
— Th» majority of the Hmtse^qf 
Commons^ liavjng persevered Vith 
success in maintaining whftt they 
con^entiously considered to be the 
rights and interests <of th'eir^^con*^ 
stitiients, ani^ the integrity of t|ie 
British Constitution^ the Parliament 
was precipitately^ on the part 
of the Ministers^ oppressively and 
insultingly dissolved. The predica- 
ment of His Majkstv, thus rashly 
and incapably advised, has awakened 
the fears ancl roused the vigilance of 
his loyal subjects. 

The truth appears to be, that a 
new phase of government exercises 
a direct influence upon the affairs 
of this moon-struck nation. The 
British People, of a noble but cre- 
dulous nature, has virtually passed 
under the domination of a trading 
Oligarchy, represented by the News- 
paper Press. Al/toad, this novel and 
absolute Power has been inaugu- 
rated as the Reign of Journalism : 
in England, our yiiirty Tyrants" 
are less royally inducted as the 
Printing House Parliament. • 

Irrlanii, more liberal thanTLi- 
beralism, is busily occupied with 
her own ‘^•Dissolution,'* both social 
and political. 

^RANtf E has at l^ast succeeded in 
discovering a perpetual inotion«in 
politics. Fresh emeules^ have been 
onljt $uppTess<id by military force, 
someprhat more vigorously applied 
than usual by the Perrier Ministry, 
tvho are also about to give a fresh 
impulse to the ** Moiwemenl,*' by 
dissolving the French' Parliament. 

V, S. JouBK. No. 30. May 1831. 


still blatant and blun- 
dering, has •thougl^t*to redeem her 
fbllie^, and console herself for re- 
jection where her affections were 
bestowed, by offering ber tinsel 
crown, as a pts-al/er^ to Prince 
- Leopold. • tV'hether His Royal 
THigl mess will consent to unite him- 
sejf to so ricketty a partner is not 
yet positively announced. 

The Italian insurgents have, in 
the lute, as in former instances, 
played the part of Punch with cha- 
racteristic felicity. They ran away, 
as a matter of course, from the 
Austrians, and now complain; with 
some shoiv of reason, that their 
Gallic neighbours, having first ex- 
cited them to revolt, left them at 
last ill the lurch. Italy, for the 
present, is appeased ; and the Pope 
promises to ameliorate the political 
condition of his States. His Holi- 
ness, we hope, will keep his word, 
however unworthy of the boon his 
recreant flock may be. 

Poland alone, sotting aside the 
proximate causes of her revolt, pre- 
sents it spectacle claiming unmixed 
admiration. To the soldier's glance, 
the attitude of her martial people is 
especially striking, aiM replete with 
interest. Proposing to give, from our 
own sources, a complete narrative 
of the illustrious transactions of this 
national war, divested of the absur- 
dities with which exaggeration and 
pi-ejudice obscure its passing details, 
jffe shall offer only a few general" 
remarks on a subject so fsUtniliar.. 

The breaking up of the frost, by 
which the roads and rivers of 
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Polalid were rendered difficult or 
im^as^ble; was a providential in- 
•terposition for its defenders, who, 
in the ardour of patriotism still ad- 
here to the spirit of Religion and 
the dictates of common sense. Its 
duration for another week would 
inevitably have put the Russians 
in possession of Warsaw, and de-* 
cided tlie subjection of Poland. 
The delay has been of incakulable 
benefit, in a moral sense, to t^t 
gallant People, although no efifons, 
however* heroic, on their part, can, 
we fear, ultimately arrest the mi- 
litary success of tlieir adversaries. 
It will be seen, by an original and 
authentic Memoir of Count Die- 
bitsch, given in our present Num- 
ber, of what stuff that General is 
made ; nor are we Justified in as- 
suming, that a commander, so prac- 
tised and endowed, should sudo^enljr 
cease to give proofs either of abi- 
lity or experience especially be- 
fore an antagonist, who, however 
brilliant in sudden action, and fa- 
voured by circumstances, is yet 
wholly unused to direct systemati- 
cally the great operations of his art. 

It appears that in the latter end 
of ]\Iarch, Count Diebitsch, foiled 
by the thaw, having made demon- 
strations of manoeuvring to his left 
upon the Upper Vistula, and de- 
tached, with that view, the First 
corps und^ Count Pahleii and 
the division of Guards of the Grand 
Duke Constantine, while his head- 
quarters remained at Zelichow and 
Ryki on the 29th ulr. and 3rd. 
April; the Polish Generalissimo, 
with equal enterprize and judg- 
ment, effected a forward night move- 
ment from Praga with great se- 
crecy, and succeeded on the 31st 
March in surprising and defeat- 
ing,^ the corps of General Geismar 
posted at Wawer. Following Uip 
hffi success, he also, after some 
prudent hesitation, fell upon the 
corps of General Rosen, occiipy- 


ing a' pdeitkm still fteother in the 
. rear, over which he also gained 
advantages' on the first of April at 
Dembt^Wielki. 

Since t^ose events,, a series of 
active operations have ensued, and 
an important diversion has at least 
bm secured by 'Zkrzynecki in the 
partial revolt of the Polish I^- 
vinbes in the rear of and around 
the Russian armies. In a military 
however, the advanced posi« 
tibq. of .the Polish Gener«^l, operat- 
ing on a line perpendicular to that 
of h^ opponent, his flanks exposed 
and his communications liable to 
be cut off, while " Warsaw is un- 
covered, cannot be considered other- 
wise than critical ; — assuming that 
his skilful adversary has not alto- 
gether lost his head, that he com- 
mands superior resources, that his 
principal masses are pnbroken and 
re-uniting, the first corps and 
Guards not having, in fact, been 
engaged, and that the season once 
more favours their concert • and 
offensive operations. General Ro- 
sen had fallen back on a fresh 
corps, taken post on the Lieviecz, 
and checked the farther advance of 
the chivalrous Pole. 

A decisive shoc]|^ of some 'kind 
between the contending parties 
must speedily take place, if the 
war be prosecuted. 

Royal Astronomical Societv. 
^April 8.— Francis Bail^, Esq. V.P. 
in the chair. — A communication from 
tho^’Astronomer Royal was read on the 
obliquity of the Ecliptic. The cor- 
rections hitherto used in the calcula- 
tions of the sun’s dedination, were by 
the tables drawn up by Bradley. Mr. 
Pond having found some tnnall.dif- 
feasnees, has constructed new tables, 
whi(^i were presented to the Society 
with the above communication. A 
paper was read on the construction of 
gl^ lenses for achromatic telescopes, 
communicated by a French artist. 
The progress made in this art, and 
the extent at which it has arrived, were 
detailed, as well as the desiderata 
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which were stHl required to render.it 
perfect. In idlnding .to the .works of 
the British manufacturers^ it was ob- 
served^ that our countrymen were too 
fond of aiming at being mathemati- 
cians^ instead of opticians^ and that 
the consequence was the backward 
state of art in this •country. A letter 
from M. Cauchoue lo Mr. R. Sheep- 
s|mnks^ was read, informing him of 
hi^having completed an aimromatic 
telescope, with an object glass of thir- 
teen inches and a fraction in dii^ 
meter. The focal length of this tele^i 
scope is twonty-four feet, exceeding by 
six feet that of Sir James South at 
■Kensington. It was also stated that 
it had been examined and approved by 
the French astronomers. Part of a 
paper was also read on La Cailld's 
Oatalogue of Stars, communicated by 
Mr. Bailv, — this gentleman having 
accidentally met with a co})y of this 
very scarce work, and aware of its 
value, presented it to the Societj^ with 
the above paper. The indefatigiible 
labours of this French astronomer 
were carried on at the Cajpe of Good 
Hope under no favourable circum- 
stances, about the middle of the last 
century ; and in consequence of his 
want of money, few copies of his work 
were given to the world. A general 
review was taken of his works by Mr. 
Baily, which will be concluded at the 
next meeting. 

RavAL Geographical Sociktv. 
-'At a meeting 9i this Society, Lord 
Goderich, president, ^ in the chair — 
Two very important intimations were 
read from the chair. 1. It having 
been suggested to the council, by se- 
veral members of the Society, that its 
objects would be materially advanced 
if committees were formed for the 
prosecution of particular branches of 
research, aqd the council highly ap- 
proving of this suggestion, resolved, 
that men^bers who may feol inclined 
to assist in carrying the plan into 
effect be invited to communicate udth 
the secretary r^arding,it. And, 2. 
That if any of the members present at 
the ordinary meetings of the Society, 
wish, mter the business of the evening 
is concluded, to make brief remarks, 
OP put inquiries, respecting the subject 
of the paper which hasibeen read, or 
are able to communicate further infor- 


mation regarding it, they are invited 
by the council to do so, and the meet- 
ing will be happy to attend to them. 
Both these measures are, we believe, 
close conies of what has been long 
practisea, and with excellent effect, in 
the Geological , Society. 'J'he Com- 
mittees, by bringing the working 
members of the Society together, have 
"given unity of purpose to their indi- 
vidual labours: and tl^eir viva voce 
communications with each other at 
the ordinary jneetings^ have both dis- 
seminated informatioA among the other 
members, and greatly extended the 
interest taken by them in t]!e general 
proceedings of the Society. Three 
Committees ifere afterwards men- 
tioned as at present more immediately 
Contemplated; and the utmost readi- 
ness was at the same time cxpress<'d 
to form others, if members would come 
forward to suggest and join tliom. L 
A statistical Committee, which should 
make the vast subject of statistics its 
especial object, and thus supply, in 
this country, the place of a statistical 
Society, as established in Paris. 2. A 
colonial Committee, which slnmld di- 
rect its attention eitliQi* to the British 
colonies alone, or to colonics generally, 
as might afterwards be agreed on. 
3. A Committee which should take 
up some one kingdom or province 
in the world, and compile a complete 
account of it in every respect, as an 
example on which others might he 
afterwards similarly proceeded with. 

Jpril 11. — W, R. Hamilton, Esq. 
V. P. in the chair. A letter addressed 
to tlie Society by Mr. Jones, was read, 
explaining the construction of a port- 
able barometer, lately invented by 
him, imide entindy of metal, conse- 
quently not so liable as the ordinary 
glass ones to be nccidentiilly injured 
or destroyed; and pos:?essing, at the 
same time, some other advantages. 
The height of the mercy ry, although 
enclosed in an opaque tube, is ascer- 
tained by means of a float on its .sur- 
faco, having a needle which rises 
through a small hole in the otherwise 
close cover of tlie tube ; and a double 
^op-cock nearly in the neck of' the 
siphon, either entirely cdoses in the 
mercury when the instrument is put 
aw:^, or more or less, at will, con- 
tracts its thread when ubaiit to be 
2 
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cdi!Hliu)t<^^’at sfea, and when, con$e- 
th« motion of the vessel may 
the use of the entire column in- 
convenient. The thanks of the Society 
were voted to Mr. Jones for his com- 
munication : and the invention appears 
ciilculated to he a real improvement in 
the equipment of scientinc travellers. 
A ])a|)er was then read, giving an in- 
teresting ac 9 ount of a visit to the city 
of Morocco and the Atlas mountains, 
with observations made diving a 
month's residence at the Jorhier place, 
in the winter of 1829-30, by,^Lieut. 
J. Waslijngton, R.N. Leaving the 
town of Tangier, after passing over a 
country witlf few signs of cultivation, 
and only varied by an cccasional Arab 
village, the party forming the einbassv 
which Mr. \Vashington accompanied, 
about dusk reached their first encam|}- 
nient, which they found already pre- 
pared for them. The tents were ar- 
ranged in the form of a circle, with 
the baggage idaced in the centre. 
Conspicuous above the rest was the 
tent of the Moorish leader, striped 
blue and wlilte, and surmounted by a 
gilt globe, — horses and mules were 
picketed around — here and there 
w'ere scattered groups of Moors, their 
swarthy faces lighted up by the watch- 
fires over which they were reclining, 
assisted by the light of the broad full 
muon, rising above the distant moun- 
tains ; and the scene completed by the 
moslems chanting their evening pray- 
er. The town of A1 Ksar, through 
which the embassy passed, is remarked 
by Lieut. W ashington us the only town 
in Barbnrv where houses have ridged 
roofs of tile. The population of Ma- 
rocco is estimated by Lieut, ^^ashing- 
ton at from 80,000 to 100,000, /iOOO of 
which are Jews. The vast plain on 
which it stands extends in an east and 
west direction^ between a low range of 
hills to the north, and the lofty Atlas 
to the Buuthp rising abruptly to the 
height of 11,000 feet, its sumniits co- 
vered with snow. This plain, which 
has no limit east and west as far the 
eye can reach, is 1500 feet above the 
level of the sea. The city is sur- 
rounded by a wall, and is about si|c 
miles in circuit. Nineteen mosques 
were observed, the principal one stand- 
ing In a deserted space of about twenty 


or thirty acres, and conspicuous alipye . 
all from^its lofty square tower, rising 
t6 the height of 220 feet. Being of 
the same dimensions from its.hase^.to 
its summit, it has a very peculiar eiSfect. 
It is divided into seven stories, and its 
height is about seven times its dia- 
meter. Traces w^re found of much 
greater population than the present; 
and the effects of the pla^e 
famine, by which Marocco was visited 
a few years since, are proved by the 
numerous nntenanted houses and va« 
cant spaces. Not more than half the 
spaee within the walls is ncTAr inhabited. 
The height of Mount Atlas, according 
to Lieut. Washington, is 11,400 feet 
above the level of the sea ; in which he 
differs widely from Jackson, who esti- 
mates it at more than double that 
height. In ascending this range, a 
race of people were found of a charac- 
ter very different from the Moors or 
Arabs. The contrast between these 
primitive mountaineers and the apa- 
thetic Moors is remarkable : tliey have 
an air of freedom about them, are well- 
formed athletic men, not tall, and with 
light-coloured complexions; they do 
not understand Arabic, and mix very 
little with the inhabitants of the plains. 
Their chief occupation is hunting, and 
they dwell in cottages built of stones 
and mud, with slated roofs. They 
are considered by Lieut. Washington 
as a very interesting race of men, of 
whom, like the recesses of the’ Atlas 
wherein they dwell, nothing is known. 
The party ascending the Atlas were 
disappointed in their hopes of reach- 
ing the summit ; for, having fairly at- 
tained the region of snow, the guides 
refused to attend them further, and 
thqy reluctantly halted, at an elevation 
of only 6400 feet. The geological 
formation of the Atlas is described as 
consisting of hard sandstone strata, 
lying in an east and west direction, 
di]>ping at an angle of to the 
southward. Limestone, schist, 'and 
sandstone were only seen, but with no 
traces of primitive rock, excepting a 
boulder of granite, or rather gnehis, in 
the valley below, and veins of fediated 
quartz in the schistose hills. The ten- 
dency of the . formation is to table land, 
ridges, and rounded sumtkiits, not to 
sharp peaks. ‘ No trace of volcanic 
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ageiicy was seen, nor any thing in the 
outlined of the Atlas indicating, the 
formation of a crater. The whole ex- 
tent of country^ from the foot of the 
Atlas range to the sea, is one vast 
plain, which it would be easy to cul- 
tivate. Mr. Washin^on observes, 
that if a proper direction were given 
to the water, wliich is not wanting on 
ite^^urface, abundance would spring 
up where weeds only prevail, affording 
food to millions uf inhabitants, lie is 
also strongly of opinion that attention 
should be dp*ected to opening a trade 
with this country, the effects of wlftch 
would be most beneficial to England. 
The thanks of the Society were voted 
for these very interesting papers. A 
map of Morocco, constructed hy Lieut. 
Washington from his ow'ii observa- 
tions and the best maps and charts 
extant, together witli panoramic views, 
taken during liis journey, of the coun- 
try through which lie passed, aa well 
as of Mount Atlas, were laid before 
the Society during the reading of the 
above paper. 

Circular Sterns.— It will doubt- 
lessly be a source of satisfaction to our 
naval readers to be informed, that after 
all the controversy, extensive altera- 
tions, and melancholy results, attending 
the attempts hitherto made, at an effi- 
cient and ship-shape circular stern, that 
great object is at length satisfactorily 
attained, and applied to the Chi- 
chester, 52, at ^^oolwich. The ad- 
vantages of the circular over the 
square stem aro, tliat in action it 
leaves no point of iniiiunity in attack 
or defence, and that the vessci’s frame 
is bound firmer together, thereby 
aiding force, with reference to thq 
guns, and strength, as regards aiwhi- 
tecture. The circular stern hitherto 
fitted to some of our best ships, has, 
in the opinion of good judges, iictually 
injured them, in consequence of taking 
froiQ theffr length, and exposing the 
rudder head ; as also being loarled vyith 
cumbrous stern walks. The stern of 
the Chichester Jias none'of these oh- 
jectilbns; she is more roomy than if 
fitted*with a square stern, houses her 
rudder head, works her stern guns 
e(|ually well with those on the broad- 
side, and has no heavy gingerbread 
nonsense in the sliape* of those mom 
than ridiculous stern wa]k.s, which, if 


not knocked aw-ay before firing tlie 
stern guns, are sure to take fire.— 
In short, the circular stern is now 
as it should be ; its pleasing simplicity 
excites admiration, and defies criti- 
cism, leaving us only to regret and 
wonder it had not been sooner adopted, 
to the saving of so muck lime, expense, 
^nd efficiency. 

Tub Officers of the East In- 
dia Company's Service, and the 
Junior^ United Service Club. — 
In conseqttense of no* less than six 
officei’^of the East India Company's 
Service having been black-balled at 
the Junior United Service Club, a re- 
quisition for a General IVIecting was 
sent to the Committee, and a Meet- 
ing to discuss the subject was held 
on the 12th of April. We subjoin 
the address of an old and gallant ve- 
teran officer. Colonel Nugent; as it 
was received with extraordinary en- 
thusiasm by the Meeting, and may be 

} )roductive of more cordiality for the 
iiture. 

Mr. Chairman, — Ido not believe any 
person can address you with more i>ro- 

B tliaii I can on the subject ot* this 
iig, having had the lionoiir to serve 
both liis Majesty and the East India 
1/Ompany, and bearing the must sincere 
regard and respect for both services. Se- 
venteen years of the early part of niy life 
were ]>assed in India, wlicre, for live 
years, I commanded what is nmv called a 
regiment, but was thou named a battalion 
of native troops. It Avas my lot during 
that period, on one memorable occasion, 
to serve with His Alajesty’s troops, Avith 
the 2d battalion of tliat glorious regiment 
the 42ud, now namixl the 7*h'd, and bear- 
ing on its colours the word Mangalore, 
as an honourable niemorial of their ser- 
vices. It >vas coiiunanded by Lieut.- Co- 
lonel John Cainpi>ell, who also command- 
ed the garrison, and whosp name deserves 
to he immortal, though he only survived 
for three weeks the extraordinary perils 
and fatigues he had und(«rgone, and his 
memory is dear to every ilritish soldier. 

(ientlemeri, we w'ere besieged, in a 
fort •scarcely defensible, by Tippoo, with 
1(M>,0(10 men and 100 pieces of cannon, 
assisted by a Frcncli regiment and French 
engineers, lie failed, by breaching and 
repeatedly storming, to take the place ; 
but w'C w'ere the victims of a treacherous 
cessation of anus during negotiations f<»r 
peadb, and were literally starved out of 
the place, when, of 2700 men', of wdiich 
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the gerriabii originally consisted, only 350 
memedont bearing their arms. Gen« 
tlemen, had you witnessed, as 1 did, the 
harmony and cordiality that existed not 
only between the King's and Company's 
officers, but also between the brave High* 
landers and tlie poor Sepoys; had you 
seen them fighting in the same battle, 
bleeding togeUier, and often buried in the 
same grave ; you would not refuse to thef 
Company's officer returning to this coun- 
try with a limited income, and often a 
shattered constitution, a happy Ifomejike 
this. And 1 ca7i, assert, ffrom my own 
personal knowledge, that there are many, 
a great many more ofli<‘ors in that service 
who would be etpially distinguished had 
they the same opportunities. 

I have heard it observofl that the Com- 
pany's officers have the Oiieutal Club to 
go to, and so. Gentlemen, have they the 
Albion tavern to go to, if their purses can 
uiFord it. But 1 am sure you will be glad 
to learn from me, wlio belong to the 
Oriental, tliat, by the good management 
of your officers, your annual subscription 
and coffiH3-rooin charges are at least fifty 
per cent. l>elow those of the Oriental. 

But there is another point of view. 
Gentlemen, in which I must beg you to 
consider this subject. 

“ By your Prospectus, and by your Re- 
gulations, you invite the officers of the 
Company’s army to join you. (several of 
them assisted in forming this Club, and 
some on your Committee have assisted to 
conduct it. Now I will only put it to 
your feelings whether it is just, or 1 might 
almost say honourable, to refuse them, in 
this pointed manner, admission to your So- 
ciety. Vour Anny l*ist will show you 
the proud list that have adorned that ser- 
vice, and 1 am certain there is not, in 
this room, one who has not heard of Sir 
Thomas Munro, Sir .Tohn Malcolm, 
Sir David Anchterlony, Sir Bar..'y Close, 
and many others equally distinguished. 

am therefore fully satisfied, that, on 
all future ballots, you will not make the 
smallest difference in your election be- 
tween the services, and prove to the Com- 
pany's officers that no hostile feeling to- 
wards them prevails in the United Service 
Club.” 

Dubi.in Bay Regatta. — Tho'in- 
liabitants of Dublin purpose giving a 
most splendid Regatta, towards the 
end of June, to compliment the Mar- 

? uis of Anglesey, on his return to 
reland. With so magnificent a Bay 
as that of Dublin — abounding with 
scenery, only inferior to that of Naples 


itself, and with an opulent and spi- 
riled city to back it with subscriptions 
to any amount, it is only ^tonshing 
that the most valuable prizes in the 
United Kingdom have not been of- 
fered to our nautical amateurs from 
that port. — Dublin Bay is a centre 
wherein vessels fi»m ^tland — the 
North of Ireland— Liverpool — ^the Isles 
of Man and Anglesea — ^the Wphh 
coast as far as Milford, and the South 
of Ireland, could conveniently meet 
and enter into honourable competition, 
to say nothing of vessels from the 
Soifth of England and the ‘^Roval 
Yacht Club,^' whose attendance has 
hitherto been numerous. It is fuller 
expected that his most gracious Ma- 
jesty, the Sailor King, will be pleased 
to present a most splendid challenge 
cup, to bo run for by vessels of all 
classes. 

Recruiting. — The standard of re- 
cruits of the Scotch National Regi- 
ments, the ^Ist, OSnd, and 93rd, has 
been reduced to five feet five inches 
and a half. • 

Strength and Organization or 
THE Russian Army. — The Emperor 
is the supreme chief of the Russian 
army, and he takes the command him- 
self of it in time of war. The Field 
Marshals are under his immediate 
orders. The allowances of the supe- 
rior ofiScers are very moderate ; they 
have, however, certain ex])en8es al- 
lowed them for a tal;lc, and some other 
emoluments, wliicli are augmented in 
various ways; for in Jlhis venal nation, 
a public functionary, whether military 
or civil, rarely lets slip an occasion of 
turning to account the opportunities 
afforded by his station. The pay of 
{he* subaltern officers is remarkably 
insufficient, and many must in some 
shape make a sacrifice to their coun- 
try in serving as lieutensfnts or cap- 
tains of cavalry, especially in the 
Guards. I n order to become an officer 
there nfust be proofs of nobility, and 
of having been previously admitted to 
a militf^ hristitiition ; but private 
soldiers, neverthelesit, may become 
officers, and even the higher military 
honours are not inaccessible to this 
class. The sub-officers of the Guard 
frequently pass into the army of the 
line with the rank of ensimi, and every 
officer of this rank may oecome a ge- 
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neral. The pay of a private soldier 
does not exceed 30 francs (1/. 65 ,) per 
annum, out of which there are sevei^ 
reductions. He receives, besides, some 
articles of food, and every year a uni- 
form. The Russian soldier, however, 
with his miserable pittance, is happier 
than if he had remdgied a slave. T^is 
^ieeling greatly facilitates the recruit- 
ir-j; of the army. 

The recruiting is carried on, gene- 
rally, every three years, amongst the 
artisans and peasants. •The iurmy is 
only composed of freemen, and every 
serf is emaAcipated by the simple4act 
of his entering into the service of the 
state. The yoke, however, is in re- 
ality not got rid of, but merely chang- 
ed from that of the glebe to a harass- 
ing, and frequently capriciously cruel 
discipline. The ordinances fur re- 
cruiting affect all men indiscriminately 
belonging to the two classes pointed 
out, if under forty years of age, wlic- 
ther married or not. Sometimes, how- 
ever, some of the tribes arc exempted 
from this operation, in consequence of 
their being either tc»o distant or too few 
to be exhausted by recruiting. 1 n or- 
dinary times one out of every 500 males 
is taken, but during war, two out of 
every 500, and, in ciusc of urgency, 
four out of the same number. The 
ordering these levies is regulated by 
the last census, which is sometimes 
that of eight or nine years ])revious. 

TH^ Cossacks, whoso obligations and 
privileges are regulated by treaties, 
place at the disposal of the Emperor 
the number of troops M’hich they un- 
dertake to furnish, and ar^ not iu- 
ciuded in the recruitment.* 

The German colonists in Russia are 
also, in geueral, exempted; and,«likb 
tlie privileged classes, only enter the 
service when it suits them. The males 
who furnish the new levies do not ex- 
ceed 24^,000,000, from which must be 
deducted»all those whom the Govern- 
ment send to their *lords, for*a sum of 
from 1,500 to 2,000 francs. A l6vy, 
therefore, of two in every 500 males, 
doril not proifuce more than about 
90.000 men. At any particular crisis 
the militia can be summoned under 
arms, which, in case of need, can be 
incrciised to 250,000 men. 

The following list gives the Russian 


army as it was In 1827. Since the 
Turkish war Russia has made the 
greatest efforts to repair its losses, and 
the army may be now considered as 
on the same tooting as at that epoch, 
its operations being directed by the 
same Generals-in-Chicf ; — 

1st, iMFGniAL Guards. 

8 regiments of infantry, each 
consisting of 3 battalions, 
comprising 2,400 • * . 19,200 

Battalions of sappera anci foot 
drtillery , . • . . 2,000 

8 regiments of cavahry, each 

SOif 6,400 

Cossacks and petards, 3 sqiia^ 
drons .... 800 

Pioneers and l^orse-artillery 800 

Total Imperial Guards 29,200 

2nd, Infantry of the Link. 

127 regiments of grenadiers, 
fusileers, and cltassours, 
each three b.*itt.'ilion8,2, I CO 
men .... 304,800 
36 battalions of garrison troops 7 7,000 

Total Infantry . 381,800 
3rd, Cavai.ry. . 

16 regiments of Cuirassiers, 
each 5 squadrons and 1,000 
men .... 16,000 

52 regiments of Dragoons, 

Hussars, Hulans, and Chas- 
seurs, each from 5 to 10 
squadrons and 1,000 men 52,000 
32 regiments of regular (.’os- 
sacks, 18 of C’ossncks of the 
Don, 10 of Cossacks of the 
Black Sea, 10 (»f Cossacks 
of the Ural, 3 of Cossacks 
of thjB Volga, and the Cos- 
sacks of Siberia, the Kal- 
mucks. the Tartars, the 
Bachkitis, and Caucasians 100,000 

Total Cavalry, regular and 
irregular . • . 168,000 

4th, Artillery. 

60 companies of artillery for 
sieges, 200 each . . 12,000 

60 companies of field artil- 
lery, 200 each . , 12,000 

22 companies of horse cirtil- 
lery, 200 eacli . . 4,400 

12 companies of pioneora, 200 
each .... 2.400 
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10 companies of pontoneers, 

SOOeach . ... 52,000 

13 companies and esartillery^ 
commands in interior gar- 
risons .... 11,500 

Total artillery 44,300 
Extra corps . 27,000 

Total of the Russian army 650,300 

It ' ' ■ 

Add to tljis number about <> 
20^000 officers' of all rasks,' 

Upves a general total of . 670,000 
This number was borne upon 
the registers of the army 
before the -extntordinary 
levies of 1927 and Mdm. 

The number was then fa- 
ther nominal than effective, 
but it was then carried on 
to its completion, and tlie 
Russian army was increas- 
ed by 200,000 men, making 
the whole . . . 870,000 

This immense number, which is at 
present under arms, is divided into 
eight armies, each consisting of three 
or more corps. That of the Imperial 
Guards are under the orders of the 
Grand Duke Michael ; the army of the 
south, quitted by Count Witgenstein, 
is commanded by Count Diebitsch; 
that of the west by Count Osten- 
Sachen ; the Lithuanian army by the 
Grand Duke Constantine; the sepa- 
rate corps of Caucasus by Count Pas- 
kewitch-Erivaiiski ; the army of the 
Grand Duchy of Finland by General 
Z^refski; the military colonies by 
Generri Tolostoi. There are also 
corps de reserve in the environs of 
Moscow and St. Petersburgh, ixi^^ase of 
emergency. From the whole amount 
must be deducted about 60,000 men, 
the contingent of the new kingdom of 
Poland now in arms against Russia, 
and also the Lithuanian army and the 
other troops levied in the ancient ter- 
ritories of the Polirii republic, which 
can now scarcely be included in tlie list. 

The military force of Russia, how- 
ever, is not near so great as it appears 
upon paper, it being a monstrous aggre- 
gation of conquered nations, a part of 
whom must necessarily be employed to 
keep the others in subjection. Russia, 
no ooubt, recruits in Poland, in Fin- 


land, amon^t the Tartar tribes of 
Casan and the Crimea, in Caucasus,- 
anh amongst the Nomades^ of Northern 
Asia, but the population in these ter- 
ritories must be kept down by corps 
of troops more or less considerable. 
In Asia detachments are stationed 
along an immense dine at two or three 
•leagues’ distance from each other, from 
Kasan to Kamschatka. Russia is, 
sides, obliged to watch her nq.ighbours 
^ means of great corps d’armee. 
Thus, for instance, the Russian Am- 
bassador at the Court of Teheran had, 
for ^ome time, the command of the 
military forces stationed on thefron-, 
tiers of Persia, in order that he might 
make an impression on that Power in 
his double character. 

Russia, therefore, notwithstanding 
the apparent number of her fighting 
men, can scarcely bring into the field 
so many soldiers as Prussia. In 1813., 
when she made the greatest efforts, 
she had not more than 300,000 men 
disposable, and even that was not ef- 
fected but by the aid of subsidies from 
Great Britain. 

The Russian officers, to eke out 
their pay, endeavour to raise money 
from merchants and travellers ; and it 
is not uncommon to see an old Co- 
lonel, with four decorations, receive 
from a traveller what our mere cus- 
tom-house-officers would reject witli 
indignation. The recruiting in Rus- 
sia is effected by means of throwing 
the responsibility of furnishing the 
men upon the landed proprietors, upon 
whom it becomes a serious burden. 
By paying from 1,500 to 2,000 francs 
per man, they can purchase an exemp- 
tion ; and in the Turkish war several 
courtiers made a traffic of these tick- 
ets of exemption, the price of which 
was then raised to nearly 3,000 francs. 

Extraordinary Length of Ser- 
vice.— The following letter has ap- 
peared in^a London Paper ” 

SiK, — On perusing a paragraph in your 
valuable paper a few days since, 1 per- 
ceive it is saicT that thsrt distinguiiyUed 
officer Sir George Don, now at Gibraltar, 
is about to be relieved by Sir William 
Houston, and that he will shortly return 
to England, after having been in actual 
employment sixty-two years, without any 
interval — a circumstance which has no 
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parallri in the records of the service of 
any general whose name is now to be 
found Jn the English Army List. In 
speaking of IciigtK of service, Jiowever, I 
beg leave to remark, that of the late In- 
spector-General of Fortifications (General 
Mann,) is much more extraordinary, as 
lie was actively employed, without any 
interval, for sixty-sevdii years ; and, wllat 
is remarkable, during that period never 
hai^ a month's leave of absence.. The 
General’s first commission was dated Feb. 
28, 1783, and he died on the 27 th March, 
1830. 

NortonJp Rifi.k Shell. — We were 
witness an experiment mad^ by 
Capt. Noi-ton, at Moore’s Shooting 
Ground, Notting-hill, with his Per- 
cussion Rifle Shell, on the 23rd ult. 
before the Mfistcr-General of the 
Ordnance, Major-General Sir Andrew 
Barnard, Major-General Norcott, Co- 
lonel Fox, and several other offi- 
cers. Tlie result was ipiite satisfac- 
tory as proving the utility of these 
projectiles. 'J'he object fired at was 
a small box, of about a foot square, 
its front being of oak,* one inch in 
thickness, and back of elm, of an inch 
and quarter ; between these was an 
indosed space of one inch, filled with 
powder. The shell was discharged 
from a military regulation rifle, hav- 
ing the head of its ramrod hollowed 
out, to prevent pressure on the ijer- 
cussioii cap; the distance about fifty 
yards. The first and second shots 
missed the object^ and the shells pass- 
ed dear through a broad iron-plate, 
which clamped together a three-inch 
boarded screeti, against which the ex- 
periments were made. The ^hird dis- 
charge carried the shell clear through 
the box, and caused an instant explo- 
sion. « 

Lightning Conductors. — Most 
satisfactory accounts have been re- 
ceived froiif His Majesty’s ship Dryad, 
on the coast of Africa, of a trial ^ of 
Harris's lightning conductors, in which 
their utility was manifested beyond a 
doubt. There had been a great deal 
of lightning omthe coast, and in one 
instarice, the Dryad encountered the 
furybf a tornado. .A heavy flasli of 
lightning struck the foremast, which 
was seen distinctly to pass down the 
conductor ; at the same time a whiz- 
zing noise was heard/ resembling the 


boiling of water. In a short time 
after, a second flash was seen, by the 
officers- on-the quarter-deck,' to strike 
upon the raizen-mast, which passed 
on safely, but attended as before with 
a similar whizzing noise. It does not 
amiear that the conductors sustained 
the slightest deterioration or marks 
^from the passage of the electrical fluid. 
This account h‘om the Dryad goes to 
prove, that the condiicttg^ do not draw 
down upon a ship any dangerous conse- 
quences, br attract, ifS' some persons 
imagif^e, more electric fluid than they 
can transmit. Of course, ii; the tor- 
nado mentioned above, there must 
necessarily have been plenty of elec- 
tric fluid present to be attracted ; so 
that cither Clio conductors discharged 
the w hole of it, or otherwise only a*; 
much as they attracted ; if they dis- 
charged the whole, with so little effect, 
there surely can he nothing to apjire- 
hend. There can be no question but 
that the Dryad's masts were saved by 
the rapidly equalizing power of the 
conductors, by wdiicli the dense, and 
otherwise overwhelming, stroke was 
passed. AV^o have only to reflect on 
the frightful electrical action of a tor- 
nado on tlie Coast of Africa, to con- 
clude that the ship, enveloped (as she 
must have been) in electric matter, 
was entirely protected from damage 
by the influence of her lightning con- 
ductors . — IlarnpisM re Telegraph . 

Chang KS in the Svations of 
Corps since oup last. — *4th Dra-. 
gooii Guards at Glasgow ; 5tli Dragoon 
Guards from Bath to Dublin; 
Hus.sars from AV^igan to Prescott ; 
17tli Lancers from Xew'bridge to Lim- 
erick; ^nd Battalion Grenadier Guards 
from the King's lAlews to Upiior Cas- 
tle; ‘tth Foot from Northampton to 
C/hatham ; 5th Foot from Butt^vant 
to Ennis; 11th Foot "from Corfu to 
Santa Maura ; I8th Foot from Corfu 
to Vido ; 18th Foot De|K)t from Stock- 
port to Bolton ; 19th Foot Depot from 
Gosport to AVeedon; 30th Foot from 
Manchester to Ashton and to Duhliti ; 
34th Foot Depot from Naas to C'lare 
C’astle and to Limerick ; 35th Foot 
Dep6t from Plymouth to Davenport ; 
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4Srd Foot from Portsmouth to Man- 
chester ; 49th Foot Depdt from Upnor 
Castle to Chatham; 51st Foot Dep6t 
from Weedon to Bolton and Stock- 
port ; 57th Foot from Nevr South 
Wales to Madras; 60th Foot 1st Bat- 
talion Dep6t from Clonmell to Dub- 
lin ; 76th Foot from Dublin to Lime- 
rick; 82nd Foot Dep6t from New-, 
castle-on-Tyne to Sunderland; 87th 
Foot on pasture to Mauritius; 87th 
Foot Dep6t Davenport ; 9Ut Foot 
Jamaica — on pabsagehom^ ; d7th Foot 
Depot from Charles Fort to Clonmell ; 
98th Foot Depot from Plymouth to 
Davenport; 99th Foot Depot from 
Clare Castle to Naas. 


ARRIVALS, SAILINGS, AND IN- 
CIDENTS IN THE FLEET. 

Portsmouth. — ]Man*li 27th. Arrived 
the Cracker cutter, from Jersey, and the 
Supply, naval transport, with stores, from 
Deptford. 

March 28th. Arrived the Quail cutter, 
from Dublin, and the Highflyer, from 
Newhaven ; sailed the Snipe cutter, to the 
Eastward. 

March 30th. Arrived the Starling and 
Ihiven, from Newhaven; sailed the Quail, 
for Dublin. 

Mardi Slst. Arrived the Royalist, 
10, from Plymouth, and returned on tlie 
same day ; sailed the Cracker, for Guern- 
sey. 

April 2 nd. Sailed the Highflyer. 

April 3rd. Arrived H. M. S. Rattle- 
snake, 28, Capt. Graham, from Malta, 
and the Raven tender, from Newhaven. 

April 4 th. Arrived H. M. gun-brig 
Manly, Lieut. John Wheatley, from Ber- 
muda, after four years* service in North 
America and the West Indies ; sailed the 
Starling cutter, on a cruise. 

April 6 th. Arrived the Pearl, 18, 
Commander Blake, from Cork, to be paid 
off. 

April 7th. S|iiled the Meteor steamer, 
for Plymouth. 

April 8 th. Arrived the Linnet cutter, 
from Jei-sey. 

April 9th. Sailed the Belvidera, 42, 
Capt. lion. R. S, Dundas, with the Con- 
sul for Smyrna on hoard!^ for Malta. 

April 1 1 th. A^ived the Highflyer and 
Raven cutters, from Newhaven. 

April 12th. Arrived tlie Meteor 
Steam-Vessel, from Plymouth. « 


April 13. Arrived the Starling cutter, 
from Plymouth. 

April 16th. Sailed the Highflyer and 
Raven, for Newhaven. 

April 16th. Sailed the Ariadne, 28, 
Capt. Phillips ; Dispatch, 18, Commander 
Fraiikland ; Nautilus, 10, Commander 
Lord Goo. Paulet ; and Savage, 10, Com- 
mAider Lord Edward Russell, with sealed 
orders, which are to be opened off the 
Lizard. The Starling cutter to the East- 
ward. The Act»on, 28, Capt. Hon. F. 
W. Grey, went out of harbour. 

April 17 th. Arrived the Highflyer and 
Raven cutters, from Newhaven. 

April 18th. Sailed the Limiet cutter, 
and Meteor steam-vessel, for the eastward. 

April 19th. Sailed the Highflyer and 
Raven cutters, for Newhaven. 

April 20th. Arrived the Meteor steam- 
vessel ; sailed H. M. S, Actseoi), Capt. 
Hon. F. W. Grey, for the 'Alediterrnncaii ; 
also H. M. S. Samarang, Capt. W. F. 
Martin, with a party of 84 Marines, for 
Tynemouth Castle. 

April 22nc1. Arrived the Highflyer and 
Raven cutters, from Newhaven, and the 
Snipe cutter, from a cruise. 

April 23nl. Sailed the Highflyer and 
Raven cutters, for Newheaven. 

In the Harbour— Asia, Royal George, 
St. Vincent, Wellesley, Pallas, ‘RatUc- 
snnke, Pearl, Brisk, Recruit, Meteor. 

Plymouth.-^ March 24th. Sailed the 
Ganiiet, 18, Commander Sweney, for 
Bermuda. 

March 26th. Arrived the Royalist, 
tender to the ('aledonia, from Poi'tsmouth, 
w'ith the marines lately belonging to the 
Thetis. 

March 27th. Sailed the Briseis packet 
for Falmouth. 

March 29tli. Arrived the Triiiculo 
from Cork, and came into harbour to be 
paid off, having been on shore, and 
damaged her hidl, &c. Also tbe Co- 
luiuhki, Lieut. Ede, from Falmouth. 

April 2n(L Arrived the Martial, gun- 
brig, Lieut M‘Kirdy, from the Coast of 
Scotland ; and sailed oli the 3id for Sheer- 
ucss. 

April 3i'd. Arrived the African steam- 
vessel, Lieut. Harvey, from Woolwich ; 
and sailed on the 4th for Falmouth. 

April 8 th. Sailed the Sandirich Packet 
for Falmouth. » r 

April 7th. Arrived the Meteor, s(eam- 
vessel, Lieut. Symons ; and Stai'ling ten- 
der, from Portsmouth. 

April 17 th. Sailed H. M. steam-vessel, 
Can on, Lieut. W. F. Lapidge, for Lisbon. 

< April 19th. Arrived the Royalist, 10 , 
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(tender to the Caledonia,) from Fal* 
mouth* 

Remaining in Hamoaze — Caledonia, 
Revenge, Dublin, Druid, Stag, Orestes, 
and Columbia steam-vessel. 

At the Island— Royalist. 

Falmouth. — Mardi26th. Arrived Hope 
packet, Lieut. Wright, from Tampico — 
sailed 25th tfan. ; Vera Cruz, 2nd Feb* ; 
and from the Havaniiah, 23rd Feb. 

'2Iarch 27th. Arrived the Briseis, 
Lieut. Downey, fmm Plymouth. Sailed 
H. M. Ketch, Vigilant, Lieut. lioney, for 
Lisbon, with a mail. • 

Mandi 2Ath. Arrived II. AI. Steamer 
Columbia, iJieiit. £de, from the Mediter> 

raiiean sailed from Corfu, Cth Alarch; 

AlaJta, Pith ; OibralUir, 2ist ; and from 
Cadiz, 22nd. 

Alaruh 23th. Sailed II. Af. Steamer 
Columbia, Lieut. £de. for Plymouth. 

April (jtli. Arrived the Bmiilous pack- 
et, Lieut. Croke, from Cartbagena — sailed 
the 1st Feb. ; Jamaica 22nd ; and from 
Crooked Island, the 3rd of March. Also 
II. Al. Steamer African, from Plymouth. 

April 8th. Sailed the African Steam- 
er, Lieut. Harvey, with mails for the 
Alediterranean. 

April 0th. Sailed the Hope, Lieut. 
Wright, for Jamaica and Cartbagena; 
and Briseis, Lieut. Downey, for Halifax 
and Bermuda. 

Foreign. — The Britannia (with the 
flag of Sir Pulteney Alalcolm), Alelvillc, 
ocylla. Ferret, and Rapid were at Alalta 
OIL the 12th of Alarch. Tlie Raleigh sail- 
ed oil that day (or Tunis and Naples. 
The Procris was at Corfu. The Pelican 
sailed from MalU^ on the 28th of March, 
with dispatches. The Rapid, from Archi- 
pelago to Alalta, experienced a lieavy gale 
of wind, lasting five days, under storm 
tO}»-sails. The Alligator, and Aleteor 
(surveying-ship) were at Smyrna. 

The Tyrian arrived at Honduras from 
Falmouth 24tli January. The Hojm ar- 
rived at Tampico from Falmouth and Vera 
Cruz I2th January. 

The Dr^ad, 42 guns, Commodore 
Hayes, and the Favourite, 18 guns, Com- 
mander Harrison, were at Sierra Leone 
on the 20th Jaunty. The. Plumper, 
gun-brig, had aifrivcd there with a Por- 
tuguese slaver, having on ^oard 500 slaves 
andedO Portugufse. At the time of the 
capti||re, the Plumper had only six white 
men on board. 

The Lyra arrived at Aladeira from 
Falmouth, 22nd of February, and sailed 
on the 23rd for Brazil^. The Hind ar- 
rived at Constantinople from Napoli di 


Romania, 14th of February. The Echo 
steamer, arrived at Gibraltar from Fal- 
mouth and Cadiz, 17tli of Alarch, and 
sailed on the lOtli for Alalta. The Ale- 
teor, Alastiff, and Philomel, were at 
Smyrna 19th of February ; the Alligator 
had sailed for the Dardanelles. 

The Cordelia arrived at Bermuda froui 
England 28th of February. The Galatea 
•sailed from Jamaica for Vera Cruz 24th 
of January. The Childgrs arrived at 
Lisbon from Portsmoiit1i,^0th of Alurcli ; 
and this Cygnet from Falmouth, 25th of 
Alarch. ' . • 


The Gloucester, 74, Capt. Coffin, was 
paid off at (Chatham on the 28th of Alarch. 

Letters frani*Barbudoes to the middle 
bf Fobriiary state that a court-martial 
liad been lield on board his Alajesty s 
ship Shannon, 48, Capt. B. Clement, by 
order of Vice-Admiral Colpoys, to try 
Commander Charles II. Williams, of his 
A'lajesty’s ship Racehorse, 18, on riiarges 
preferred against him by supernumerary 
Commander William Oldrey, who was 
ordered a passage in the Racehorse, to 
join his Alajesty *h ship Winchester, at 
Jamaica, for conduct towards Commander 
Oldrey, having a tendency to bring him 
into disrespect as an officer of his Ala- 
jesty’s navy. Several of the officei-s of 
the Romdiorse were examined by the 
court, whicli, after sitting four days, ad- 
judged Commander Williams to be fully 
acquitted. 

The Revenge, 78, was undocked at 
Plymouth on the 20tb Alarch, having 
undergone a thorough repair. 

The captain and Officers of his Ala- 
jesty’s late ship Thetis have presented to 
Mr. Jacob Geacb, boatswain, a very ele- 
gant silver cup; and to John Langley, 
Captaiy of the Foretop, a handsome silver 
tobacco box, for their manly and intrepid 
conduct on the night of the 5th of De- 
cember. Tlie petty officers and seamen 
of the Thetis also preseftted a gold chain, 
call, and plate with an inscription ex- 
pressive of their gratitudy to Air. Geach, 
for his exertions iii saving the lives of the 
crew on the occasion. 

Xhe Grand Cross of the Guelph has 
been conferred by his Majesty, on Ad- 
miisd Sir Willisim Hurgood, and that of 
Knight Commander of the same order, on 
Gapts. Usher, and George Seymour, C. B. 

The following order has issued from 
the Royal Alariiie Office, to the severe 
commandants of that corps 
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Royal Marine Office, Slst Mardi, 1^1. 

Brigade Order. — His Majesty having 
been pleased to appoint Major<*Oenei'al 
Sir James Cockburn, Bart, to be Inspec- 
tor* General, and to command the brigade 
of Royal Marines, the Major-General 
cannot assume the command without ex- 
pressing to the several divisions of Marines 
and Royal Marine Artillery thb Ratifi- 
cation wliidi he feels in having his^ con-* 
iiexion tlms strengthened and continued 
with a corps of tvhose merit he has already 
had such long and satisfactory experience. 
He begs they will collectively and indivi- 
dually be assured of his earnest disposi- 
tion, upon, all occasions, to promote their 
interest and welfai'e, and to direct the 
discharge of the high duties with which 
his Majesty has been graciously pleased to 
honour him, to the uudiitetianco and ex- 
tension of the honourable fame which tlie 
corps of Royal Marines have so invariably 
and eminently estal)Hshed. 

By command of the Major-General, 
Joiiif Will GUT, Ass. Adjt. -General. 

To the Commandants. 

Sir James Graham, Bart. Admirals Sir 
Thomas Hardy and Dundas, aceompanieil 
by the Hon. Capt. Klliot, embarked at 
Woolwich on the 4tli ult. to inspect the 
dock -yard ait Sheeniess. 

H. Jlf . S. Dublin was commissioned at 
Plymouth mi the I5th ult. by Lieut. 
Mure, for Capt. Henry Hope. CJapt. 
Giles, Second liieut. William F. Hopkins, 
H. M. and forty marines, embarked on 
board this ship on the 19tli. 

Tlie Pear], 18, Commander Blake, was 
paid oiT at Portsmouth on tlic 16th ult. 
and re-commissioned by Cumroaudor 
Broughton. 

The Brisk gun bng was commissioned 
at Portsmouth on the 16th nit. by Lieut. 
K. H. Butterfield, late First Lieut, of the 
Primrose. 

H. M. S. Stag was commissioned at 
Plymouth on the 18th nit. by Lieut. 
F. D. Hastings, for the broad pendant 
of Commodore Sir Thomas Truubridge, 
Bart. She is to relieve the Semiramis, 
Rear-Admiral the Hon. Sir C. Paget, at 
Cork. 

II. M. S. Pylades, 18, Commander P. 
D. H. Huy, ran on the rocks at Boniia 
Point, about five miles lieyond Old Head, 
about nine o’clock on the morning of the 
13th of April, and, by the last accounts, 
was high and dry upon the reef,^ lying 
upon her side. 

The Trinculo. 18, Commander S. Price, 
was paid off at Plymouth on the 20th uU. 


H. M. S. Rattlesnake, 28, Capt. 'Gra- 
ham, and the Manly, 10, Lieut. Wheat- 
Idy, were paid off at Portsmouth on the 
20th ult. The former was recommis- 
sioned by Capt. Graham, and taken into 
dock on the 22nd, and the latter placed in 
Ordinary. 

Captain Thomas Huskisson is appointed 
to^uperin'tend the lower school in Greeii- 
widi Hospital, in the room of the late 
Captain Donald McLeod ; and it is Un- 
derstood that the vacancy as Captain of 
that establishment, vacant by the death 
of the latter officer, will not he filled up. 

The Lords of the Admiralty have taken 
undihr their patronage the appointment 
of all surgeons and assistant-sni^^Mns to 
His Majesty’s ships. 

The Queen has nppoiutdT Captain 
Pechell, U.N. to he one of her filajesty’s 
Equerries. Vice Capt. T. Usher, C. B. 
resigned. 


PRIZE MONEY. 

nii/ps ;ti>VMrrisi-i> jon in the 

LONDON 0-\ZK'lT|.H, Ab ULVOltll U TO 'IIIE 
THKASURLIt OF THE KAVY, DOWN TO 'JIIE 
19 t1I of MAlvCTl 1831. 

WAIl OF 179.3. 

l\tontague, for L’Avibo I^a Dorado, 
capt. 3rd Juno 1799. — Pay, 27th Jan. 
1831. — Agt. John Copland, 23, fciiirrey- 
street, Strand. 

Pluiuiix, fin* Piirissima Conception, capt. 
9th 3Iarch 181)6.— Pay. 6th Jan. 1831.-- 
Agt. John Hiiixmau, 72, Great Russell- 
street, Bloomsbury. 

Ditto, for lie Revanche, capt. 17th 
June 1801). — Pay. 6th Jan. 1831, — Agt. 
John lliuynan, 72, Great Russell- street, 
Bloomsbui’y. 

WAR OF 1803. 

AtVpve, for Three Gun-Boats, capt. 27tli 
July 1811.— Pay. 27th Jan. 1831.— Agt. 
John Copland, 23, Surrey-street, Strand. 
Ditto, for Madona D’ldra^ capt. 1st. 

April 1807 — Pay. 27th Jan. 1831 Agt. 

J. Dufaiir, 13, Cleinent's-Iiin. „ 

Gleaner^ (Hired Armed Ketch), for 
Adelaide, capt. 27th March 1813.— Pay. 
24th Jan. 1831.— Agt. J. M'uodliead, 1, 
James-street, Adelphi. « , 

Grasshopper, for Xerxes, capt. 27th 
June 1828; and II Firme, capt. ^J2nd 
Nov, 1828 — Pay. 2iid March 1831.— Agt. 
John Copland, 23, Siirrey-sireef, Strand. 

Moselle, for Yiiez, enpt. 11th April 
1808. — Pay. 27th Dec. 1830. — Agts. 
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Maudes and Co. Great Geoiige-street, 
VTeBtminster. 

Monkey, for. Midas, capt. 27th June 
1829 ; and Josefa, capt. 7th April 1 829. — 
Pay. 21st Feb. 1831. — Agt. John Cop- 
land, 23, Surrey-street, Strand. 

Nimble, for Gallito, capt. 16th Nor. 
1829. — Pay. 2l8t Feb. 1831.— Agt. John 
Copland, 23, Surrey-street, Strand. « 

Plumper, for Ceres, capt. 6th Aug. 1829. 
— ^ay. 6tli Jan. 1831. — ^Agt. John Hinx- 
man, 72, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury. 

Redwing, for \nita and Teresa, capt. 
6th and llth Oct. 1825.-rPay. 9th April 
1831. — Agt. F. M. Ommanney, 22, Nor- 
folk-street, Ctrand. « 

Salsctte, for La Comete, capt. 2l8t 
April 1812. — Pay. 15th March 1831. — 
Agts. Cooke, Halford, and Sou, 41, Nor- 
folk-strect. Strand. 

Topa'/n, for La Centinelle, capt. 24th 
Ang. 1810. — Pay. IStli March 1831, — 
Agts. Cooke, Halford, and Son, 41, Nor- 
folk-street, Strand. 

raiZES AnjlIDICATED IN THE IllCill COURT 

OF ADMIRALTY, AS REPORTED 10 'Jllli 

TREASURER OF 'IHK NAVY, DOWN TO THE 

19'Jll OF MARCH 1831. 

Castor, for Le Minuit, capt. 22nd Jan. 
1814. — Coiid. 21st Jan. 1831. Head 
Money pronounced for 25 men. 

Fairy, for Na Sa del Pont St. Bonaven- 
ta, capt. llth Feb. 1799.~Cond. I2th 
Nov. 1830. Head Money pronounced for 
40 men. 

lianra (Cutter), for Rhone, capt. 4th 
Aiig. 1807* — Cond. 12th Nov. 1830. 
Head-Money pronoiinceil for 26 men. 

Magicienne, foP Adeline, capt. 14th 
March 1814. — Cond. 2nd March 1831. 
Head jMoney pronounced for 3^1 men. 


ABSTRACT OF PARLIAMENTARY 
PROCEEDINGS CONNECTEf) 
WITH THE NAVY AND ARMY. 
House 6f Commons, April 13. 

Ordnance Estimates. — Mr. Tennyson 
said, that the perusal iof the printed esti- 
mates would preclude the necessity of his 
going at much length into the details. 
The sum to bcu expeIldc(^ this year was 
1,7A,999/. from which was to he deduct- 
ed, for the value of stores, 296,182/. leav- 
ing only Uie sum of 1,418,817/* to pro- 
vided for. Last year the amount was 
1,689,444/. so that between the estimates 
of the last and the present year, there was 
a difference of 270,627/* less charge on the 


public. Deducting, however, the balance 
In hand, the actual i^uction was 166,000/. 
Respecting the college at Sandhurst, he 
stat^ that Government contemplated some 
alterations. It was intended to admit pu- 
pils into the academy at Woolwich on 
their paying a certain sum. There was 
every disposition on the part of the Mas- 
ter-General of the Ordnance to pay as 
^ much attention to economy as possible : 
much had been done in that way i>y the 
late Government, and he Hoped the pre- 
sent admjnistration woulH receive credit 
for following the examQ}e of their prede- 
cessors. He {Ken moved that a sum not 
exceeding 80,649/. be granted to His Ma- 
jesty for salaries of the Master-General 
and principal officers and clerks of the 
Ordnance Departments at the Tower, 
Pall-Mall, ai|d Otiblin, for the year 1831. 
« Sir Henry Fane declared his satisfac- 
tion at the candid and honoiii-alde manner 
in which the hon. gentleman had express- 
ed himself with respect to the conduct of 
the late Board of Ordnance under tlio 
head of e(M)uomy. 

Sir 11. llardiiige thought the present 
arrangement of the estimates a very good 
one upon the whole, and was disposed to 
admit that some of the alterations were 
likely to be heneticiul. He contended, 
however, that tlie real saving .to the pub- 
lie on the present estimate, would be only 
about 3000/. and that all the rest of the 
diminution of charge arose from the post- 
ponement of works to be performed, or 
from allowances on account of balances of 
stores. Hu did not approve of the aboli- 
tioii of the offee of liieiitenaiit-General of 
the Ordnance ; and argued, that with re- 
spect to the Marines and the Navy Board, 
the present OovoriiTiient hail pursued a 
course similar to that which they censured 
their predecessors for adopting in reference 
to the Ordnance. 8o much for the differ- 
ence between the professions of gentlemen 
when oht of offee, and their practice when 
in the possession of power. 

Mr. 'rennysoii denied that the right 
honourable and gallant jnember was cor- 
rect in describing the saving as being only 
3000/.— the right hononralde gentleman 
might just as well have Asserted that it 
did not exceed 3/. He (Mr. Tennyson) 
thought that the details into which he 
had before entered, must have satisfied 
the Cfimmittoo that the actual saving 
would be, stating it at the lowest, 100,000/. 
if not 166,000/. 

Sir U. Uardinge contended that a dimi- 
nution, on account of money not drawn for 
u'Ci^kb, the progress of which was suspend- 
ed, could not be considered as a real saving 
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of ezponditaro. With respect to the mili- 
tary Bchoolsy those establishments were all 
of a military nature, and if tliey were 
once let down, Ministers, he was sure, 
would nof be able easily to raise them up 
ognin. 

Sir H. Fane said, that 63,0001. was 
called for on account of repairs. Now he 
doubted the adequacy of that sum, because 
he understood tliat a most experienced^ 
and intelligent officer had stated, that 
there were at present, no less than 10,000 
gun-carriages ofit of repair, and fqjt* which 
he could not answer. Situated as Europe 
was at present, thi& was a matter of most 
serious ini{)ortance. * 

Mr. llume censured the plan w'hich 
Government had long adopted, of collect- 
ing large quantities of stores to perish and 
decay. Here it appeared, the state- 
ment of the honourable baronet, that there 
were 10,000 rotten gun-carriages in stpre. 
The saving proposed in these estimates by 
His Majesty's Government were very 
trifling, but ne trusted that they would be 
greater hereafter. 

Sir H. Fane denied that he had spoken 
of rotten ran-carriages. Ho said it was 
reported that a most experienced officer 
had represented that there were 10,000 
gun-carriages which were out of repair. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer con- 
tended, tliat a very considerable saving 
had been really effected in these estimates. 
He considered the not calling for a grant, 
on account of certain works, as a saving. 
Some of those works might hereafter be 
deemed unnecessary. 

Sir H. IJardiiige maintained that a great 
saving had been made under the Duke of 
Wellington. In the salaries of cj^vil offi- 
cers alone, it was 47,000/. The numl)er 
of stations now was one or two more than 
in 1702 , though we had now seven or 
eight powder-magazines included amongst 
them. 

Mr. Malierly said, that the late Govern- 
ment had acted in the teeth of the report 
of the Committee of Finance, which had 
recommended tho abolition of the office 
of Lieutenant General of the Ordnance. 
The present Government immediately 
abolished the office, and yet it was ad- 
mitted the service was as well carried on 
without that office. 

Sir II. Ilardinge said the igsppmmeifda- 
tiou of the committee was contrary to the 
evidence given liefore them. 

Sir G. Warrender admitted and praised 
the economy of the present Government, 
and said tliat the conduct of the late ad- 
ministration, in resisting reductions wl|ich 
had been recommended to them, brought 


about tliat measure of reform which he so 
much deprecated. 

JHr. Tennyson said that the present 
Government had not begun the oi^nance 
estimates, theyliad only reviewed them. 
When Uiey should have an opportunity of 
forming estimates of their own, a greater 
reduction might be expected. 

cTho motion was then agreed to. 

The other items were agreed to without 
observation. 

April 20tu. 

Ordnance Estimates. — Mr. Tennyson 
moved various items of the ordnance esii- 
mates, which were agreed toewithout any 
observation. At length 

Mr. Hume said that he would "not 
oppose any of the items of these estimates, 
because, after the vote of the previous 
night on the Refoim Bill, he was anxious 
to assist Ministers in getting through the 
necessary business, in order that a dissolu- 
tion might t«*ike place. Running nerk and 
neck as parties were in the house, it was 
delusion to suppose that the Refonn Bill 
could pass in the present Parliament. For 
these reasons he gave his hearty concur- 
rence to the estimates proposed by Govern- 
ment for the flrst time in his life. 

Colonel Trench observed, that the last 
Administration had effected a reduction 
of 47 , 000 /. per annum in this department, 
whilst the present Administration had 
retrenched only to the extent of 4,000/. 
or 5,000/. 

Mr. Tennyson said that he hoped to be 
able to effect a much greater reduction 
next year. 

The remaining iteqis were agreed to, 
and the House resumed. 


PROMOTIONS & APPOINTMENTS. 

, NAVY. 

PROMOTIONS. 

COMXANDKHS — W. Oibbons (retiix'fl); AV. 
Gilchrist (retired). 

Lirutknants — Mr. J. O. Dick; J. H. Wiml- 
haat. ^ 

Master — ^W. E. King. 

Surgeon Dobbs. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Captains — Henry Hope, to the Dnbliii ;‘David: 
Dnnn, to tho Gora^-oa ; John Clavel, to the Ordl* 
nary at Shecrnoiis. 

C0MUANDEKS->W. Broiighton, to the Peari* 
John Shephard (b)', to the Doneg.il; Williairt, 
Smith, to the Philomel ; Powney, to the Pr^ ^ 
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ventlve Service, Aldborough, Norfolk; Robert 
M*Coy, to ditto, Poole ; Renben Paine, to ditto; 

Donglaa to ditto ; J. Palled, to ditto;, W. Allen, 

to ditto ; Hcllard, to ditto ; HntcblnBod, 

Inspector of the Coast Guard Service at Plymondi ; 
— Ferris, ditto, at the Pendennis station ; Tho- 
mas Mansei and Richard Barton, to the Prevent- 
ive Service on the Coast of Kent 

Li£UTbnant 8-» ^P. Stirling (1834) Flag 

Lieut, to Vice-Admiral Sia Henry Hotham, the 
Commandcr-in-Cbief for the Mediterranean; 6. 
Caswell, flrom the Asia to the Pallas ; C. Walcott, 
to the Asia; N. W. Chambers, to the Prince 
Regent; J. R. R. Lilburn, to the Savage; T. 
Henderson, John Wise, and John Steane, to the 
Preventive Service ; T. Renon, to tlie Wickham ; 
W. Prowse, to the Rose; R. Butcher, to the 
Tartar; C. Byift, to the Sprightly; G. Hales, t6 
the Eagle Revenue Cruiser ; W. H. U. Caiew, to 
the Barham ; Hon. C. B. Carey, to the Dublin ; 
A. C. Duncan, to the Prince Regent; R. B. Bea- 
chy (sup.) to the Bclvidera, to join the Blonde ; 
Edward Dixon, to the Ciiracoa ; T. L. Mnssie, to 
the Prince Regent ; J. P. Piitchard, to the Done- 
gal; W. Sturgess, to the Ordinary at Sheerness; 
George Williams, to the Ordinal y at Chatham; 
E. Medley and Jolin Goldie, to the Ordinary at 
.‘'hecruess ; G. Goldfinch, to the Pearl ; J. P. 
Baker, to the Coast Guard Service; E. H. But- 
terfield, from the Pallas to the Brisk; F. D. 
Hastings and William O’Brien Hoare, to the Stag; 
T. E. Smith and W. J. Williams, of the Trinrnlo, 
to the Druid ; James Mure, of the Caletlonia, to 
the Dublin ; B. Watson, to the Caledonia, vice 
Mure. The following Lieutenants are appointed 
to the Preventive Service on tlic Sussex Coast, 
via. F. Phillips, A. Kortright, T. M. Williams, 
G. Howes, Janies Pratt, W. Maxwell, T. Evers- 
ficld, E. G. Earle, J. M. Motley, K. Juacliim, W. 
W'uiiiett, J. Rawstone, H, J. Carr, W. A. Ferrar, 
A. MTavish, J. Pratlcnt, H. Courtnay, J. Conjult, 
J. O'Rrilly, G. J. Smyth, J. G. Raymond, F. 
Hire, J. J. Nlcholls, 11. J. Woolver, J. Hills, F. 
Collins,* H. Leeworthy, S. Connor, T. Pennington, 
G. Palmer, C. M. M. Wright, E. Franklin, C. A. 
Fetch, J. Bowden, C. Sei vantc, J. W. Crisiie, W. 
Stone, J. W. Tomlinson, 11. D. Foster, W. Ball, 
G. Mason, J. Stewart, T. Carey, and C.F. Walker. 

Masters — W. B. King, to the "Victor; W. 
Aykbonc, to the Dnblin ; G. B. Hofiniaisler, to 
the Cura^:oa ; John Ihomas, to the Stag. ^ 

SiiRGRONs — J. Isatt, to the Barham; ——•8 St. 
Irvine, M.l)., to tho St* Vincent; Thomas Miller, 
to the Dublin ; John Drummond, to the Curav'OR ; 

Dobbs, toslbc Lightning. 

Assistant-Surgeons — ^barlcs Smith and 
John Christie, to the Dnblin : H. Arnot, to tbe 

MesKngcr, Steamer ; *■ Elliott, to ^he Prince 

Regent ; William Macauley, to the Sylvia ; David 
Jardine, to the Stag. ’ 

Pursers — T. GRes, to the* Orestes; John 
Chimffio, to the Dublin ; T. Jessopp and Thomas 
Stones,* to the Onliiiary at Sheerness ; John 
Richards, to tbe Ordinal y* at Portsmontb ; W. 
Williams, to the Ctira^oa ; James Wise, to the 
Stag. 

CnAPLAiMS— The Rev. James Surridge, to the 
Rtuid ; the Rev. John Baker, to the Dnblin ; the 


Rev. T. Ferris, to tho Astrea ; tlio Rev. Jolin 
Marshall, to the Barham. 

ROYAL MARINES. 

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 

The following removals and exchanges in the 
Royal Marines have taken place, consequent on 
the promotion in that corps: — 

Captains — J. G. Richardson, rc-appolmcd to 
Woolwich on bis promotion ; Charles Morgan, to 
Plymotilh, on his promotion; J. Husband, ap- 
pointed to Chatham Division'on proniotioii. 

FiRST-LiKOTXNANrs — Ralph Carr, to Chat- 
ham on liiif promotion, vice F. Hamilton, removed 
to the Plymouth* Division, ill the room of First- 
Lieut. Henry Savage, (late*of tlic Royal Marine 
Artillery^ whose appointment there has been 
cancelled in favour of the WoolwiiA Division ; 
Edmund Nepean, of the Portsmouth Division of 
Royal Marinos, to the Plymouth Division, vice 
Charles Bobiusun Miller, whose appointment to 
t^e Plymouth ifivision from the Iloyal Marine 
Artillery has been rancelled in favour of Poils- 

montli Division ; Farraiit, R. M. A. Co the 

Excellent. 

Second- Lieutenant — I'lioinas Fraser, to the 
Wellesley. ■ 


ARMY. 

WAR OFFICE, March 12. 

I3th Hegt. Light Drs. — Llent. Thomas Earle 
Welby, from 2Gth Foot, to be Llent. vice Neville, 
who exc. 

3rd Regt Foot Gds. — Ens. and Lieut. Beresfotd 
B. M’Mahon, to be lieut. and Capt. by p. vice 
Hood, who ret.; Guiironl James Uillicr Onslow, 
gent, to be Ens. and Lieut, by p, vice,M'Mahon. 

1st Bcgt. Foot. — Capt. Charles Cbidiey Cootc, 
from 401 Ii Foot, to be Capt. vice Paslcy, who exc. 

.3rd Ditto. — Erie Mackay Clarke, gent, to be 
Ens. without p. vice Ludlicy, wlio res. 

13tb Ditto. — Bus. Hamlet Wade, to be Lieut, 
without ^ vice Chambre, dec. * 

To be Ensigns. — Ens. Ifcnry Tliotnas Hutchins, 
from 14lh Foot, vice Spread, who exc. ; Iliomas 
Sewell, gent, vice White, whose app. has not 
taken place; George King,, gent, vice Wade, 
pruni. 

14tli D^to.— Ens. Robert Deane Spread, from 
13lh Foot, to be Ens. vice Htitchiiis, who exc. 

loth Ditto,— To be Lieiits. witliniit p.— -Ens. 
Francis Fairtlough, vice O'Dwyer, dec.; Ens. 
John Bruce, vice W'hitaker, wlio ret. 

To be Ensigns without p.— -Sir William Ggilvie, 
Bart, vice Prquhart, dec. ; William Robert Lyon 
Bennett, gent, vice Brnec. * 

26th Ditto.— -Lieut. Parke Percy Neville, from 
13Ui Light Drs. to be Lieut, vice Welby, who 

CXC.t 

Slst Di(to.'€|%ns. Tlioffias Fender, to be Liciit. 
without p. vice Booth, dec. ; Patrick Tlionias 
Ramsay White, gent, to he Ens. vice Pender. 

3.3rd Ditto. — Ens. George Augustus Vernon 
Graham, to be Lieut, by p. vice Paterson, prom. 

35th Ditto. — Major George Tculon, to be Liciir.- 
Col. by p.\ice Macdonald, who ret.; Capt. Ilciiry 
Sci4)1c, to be MiOor, by p. vice Tculon. 
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' 40th Pool.— 4olin Stewart Wood, gent, to he 
Elia, without p. vice Alaop, doc. 

4l8t Ditto. <7- Ucut. Percival Browne, to be 
' Gnpt. vice Dawson, dec. 

To be Uenta. wlthont p — Ens. William Morris, 
vice Boulibcc, dee.; £ns. Amelins Fry, vice 
Smith, dec. ; F.ns. William May, vice Browne, 
prom. 

To be Ensigns, without p.— John Lawrle, gent, 
vice Morris; George Montizambert, gent, vice 
Fry ; Hobcrt Bntler, gent, vice May. 

To be Snrgcon. — Stalf-Surg. Alexander Hainif- 
ton, M.D. from h. p. to be Siirg. vice Thomas 
Montgomery Perfott, who exc. 

44th Ditto. — Licnt. William Boxall 2&cott, to be 
Capt. withont p. vfee Anrirewo di'C. 

48th Ditto. — William George White, gent, to be 
Eds. without p. vice Camphell, app. to Hitli Foot. 

49lh Dittb. — To be Captains. — Capt. Gilbert 
Pasley, from Ist Foot, vice Coote, who exc.; 
Lieut. William Pitman, from 59th Foot, withont 
p. vice l^eith, dec. • 

To be Ueuts. without p. — £;ns. John Ticslic 
Dennis, vice Fleming, dec. ; i^s. John Malcolm, 
vice Mathew, dec. 

To be Ensigns, without p. — Ens. Colin Camp* 
bell, from 48ih Foot, vice Dennis ; Henry Rainey, 
gent, vice Malcolm. 

.Will Ditto.— Major Humphrey Robert Hartley, 
to be lJeut.-Cul. by p. vice Shadfortli, who ret. ; 
Capt. Philip Allbin, to be Major, by p. vice 
Hartley; lient. Thomas Shadfortli, to be Capt. 
byp. vice Anbin ; Ens. Williain Tranter, to be 
•lieut. by p. vice Shadfortli. 

99th Ditto. — Gent. Cadet Adam John T^ing 
Pe4;bfes, from Rl. Mil. Col. to be Ens. without p. 

COth Ditto. — Capt. Joseph Cluvell Sladdon Sly- 
field, to be Major, by p. vice Macfihersoii, who 
ret. ; Lieut. Francis Marlton, to be Capt. by p. 
vice Slyfield ; Sec - [.lent. Charles Oi-gell Ijciiian, 
to be First-Liciit. by p. vice Marlton; Richard 
Byrd Levett, gent, to be Sec.-Licut. by p. vice 
Leman. 

01st Ditto. — Ens. Henry Vicars, to be Lieut, by 
p. vice He>land, protii. ; Charles Frederick Ma3'iie, 
gent, to be Ens. by p. vice Vicars. 

fi.'ith Ditto. — Qnar.-niast. James Elliott, fiom 
h. p. •Klrd Foot, to be Quar.-inast. vice Colcnian, 
ret. with a com. allow. 

82nd Ditto. — Capt. Edward Grant Stokes, from 
h. p. to be Capt. vice Charles Mortimer, who 
exc. 

87th Ditto. — A8s.-Surg. James Walsh, fioin89lli 
Foot, to be A88.-Snrg. 

90th Ditto. — BeUingham George Fenton Gra- 
ham, gent, to be I^ns. by p. vice Hobart, who ret. 

2nd West tniiia Regt. — Robert Hunter, gent, to 
be Ens. without p. vice Crompton, dec. 

Cnattached. — -\ieut. John Royley Hcyland, 
from Gist Foot, to be Capt. of Inf. by p. 

Meinoianda. — The Christian names of Ens. 
F.lliot, of 7!llh Foot, are Edmund ^4^ne8, and not 
Edmund John, as formerly stated. 

Capt. Edwaid Fowell,iipon h. p. niiat. has been 
allowed to retire from the service, by the sale of 
an nnat. com. 

The app. of Brevet Lient.-Col. Robert Jones, 
from h. p. 1st Gar. Hat. to be Major in the <{9tb 
Foot, as stated in the Gazette of the 5th inV* has 
not taken place. 


ST. JAMES'S PALACE, Margb 29. 

The King ^ was this day pleased to confer the 
honour of Knighthood upon Capt. George Francis' 
Seymour, of the Royal Navy, K'nigbt Com« pf the 
Royal Hanoverian Gnelphlc-Order. ^ . 


OFFICE OF THE MASTER OF THE HORSE 
TO THE QUE^N, March 24. 

4I1C Queen has been plcaseil to appoint Capt. 
the Hon. S. Hay, Royal Fnaileers, to be one of 
Her Majesty's Equerries, vice Lieut.-Cel. Pox, 
app. to tiic King's Household. 


W^ARtOPPICB, March 24. 
Mcnioraudiiin. — His Majesty has been pleased 
to nominate Lient.-Col. Thomas diiord Grantham, 
of t^ic Yorkshire Hussar Yeomanry Cavalry, and 
Licut.-Col. Edward Baker, of the Royal Wiltshire 
Yeomanry Cavalry, to be His Majesty's Aides-dc- 
Cainp for the service of his Yeomanry Cavalry. 

Mauch 29. 

m 

Meiiiorandnin. — The h. p. of the under-men- 
tioned otiicers has been cancelled from the 2!)lli 
Inst, inclusive, upon their receiving a commiiied 
allowance for their coiiiiiiissions : — 

Ens. Dudley Costello, h. p. unat.; Ens, Williain 
Wade Leslie, h. p. .59th Foot ; Ass.-Surg. Rfale- 
rick Macieorl, h. p. 100th Foot; Ens. James Kir- 
ney, h. p. 40tli Foot ; As8.-Snrg. Thomas Howell, 
h. p. llosp. Stall'; Lieut. Richard Gregory, h. p. 
40th Foot; Lieut. Edward Lewis, h. p. unat.; 
Ens. Thomas WoodrofTe Craig, h. p. .lOtb Ffx>t ; 
Ens. J.'imes Atkinson, h. p. unat. ; Lieut. Jona- 
than Warner, late of the New South Wales Vet. 
Corns. ; Lieut. Maurice FitzGerald, h. p. nnat. ; 
Ens. Thomas Knox Holmes, h. p. unat.; Surg. 
James George Playfair, h. p. Hosp. Staff; Lieut. 
Elliot Armstrong, h. p. Gih Drs.; Ens. Hercules 
Henry Slade, h. p. 4.'{r(l Foot; Lieut. Williain 
Warren, h. p. Wth Foot; Licnt. John Currie, h. 
p. 60th Foot ; Lieut. Arthur Gambeli Lewis, h. p. 
68lh Foot ; Lieut. John I inkcy Kelly, b. p. 4th 
Foot; Lieut. Alexander Mapfarlanc, h. p. 57tli 
Foot ; Licnt. Charles Irwin, I1. p. Rl. Wag. Train ; 
Lieut. Charles de Merwede, ii. p. 2nd Light Inf. 
Bat. King's Gcr. Leg. ; Ass.-Siirg Robert Moor- 
head, b. p. 23rd Light Drs. ; Ass.-Snrg. John Ni- 
cholls Ashwoofl, h. p. 28th Foot; Ens. Frederick 
/Ic Rbnne, h. p. 3rd Line Bat. King's Ger. Leg. ; 
Liet.t. Alfred William llonne, h. p. 1st Foot; Ens. 
William Constantine, h. p. 8th Foot; A8s..SDrg. 
David Browne, h. p. 1st West India Regt.; Lieut. 
Robert Henry Dwyer, h. p. iinrt.; Licnt. Hon. 
Edmimd Sexton Pery, h. p. 7th Light Drs. ; Cornet 
James Sparrow', h. 17th Liglit Drs. ; Ens. and 
Lieut. Sir Thomas Elnsley Croft, Bart. li. p. Ist 
Foot Gds.; Licnt. John Francis Sabin' L'Ecblier, 
b. p. Bourbon Regt.; Ass.- Surg. William Moffatt, 
li. p. 48lh Foot ;. Lieut. Robert Stephenson Amiel, 
h. p. 25th Foot; Ens. Rob.rt Blake, h. ip. 4lh 
West India Regt.; Lieut. Robert Dering,' b. p. 
Rl. York Rangers; Ens. John Carysfort* Proby, 
h. p. 24th Foot; Staff- Surg,.^ James Beresford, b. 
p. Hosp-Staff ; Ens. Justin Dc Courcy, h. p. 2iid 
Greek Light Inf. ; Ens. Sir George Rich, h. p. 
5th Gar. Bat.; LieuL John Canny, h. p. 30tk 
Foot ; Ens. George Arundel Hill, h. p. 27(h Foot. 
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April 1. 

^ OFFICE OF THE MASTER OF THE HORSE 
' TO THE KINO, March 24. 

King has been pluaKd to appoint Lieut.. 
Col. Fox, to he one of His Majesty’s Equerries in 
tlic room of the Hon. /. Kennedy Eraklne, dec. 


WHITEHALL, April 4. 

The King has been pleased to constitutes and 
appoint Sir Henry Jlrook Farnell, Bart, to be, 
His Majesty’s Sec.-at-\Var. 

WAR OFnCE, April 1. 

Snd Begt. Dr. Ods. — Lieiit^ Frederick Cliailes 
Griffiths, to be Capt. by p. vice Davies, who ret. ; 
Cornet Willi-yn Brandling, to be Licni. hy p. vice 
Griffiths; Richard Dann, gent, to he Coriief, by p. 
vice JiraAdliug. 

2nd Kegt. Drs. — Cornet St. Vincent \Vitli«im 
Ricketts, to be Lieut, by p. vice Or.inriird, pioiii. 

4th Uegt. Light Drs. — Ass.-Surg. John Graves, 
ftoiii :mth Fool, to be Ass.-Siirg. vice Francis 
George Walbram, who ret upon Ii. p. dHtli Foot. 

9th Ditto. — Cornet and Adjt. Robeit Cooke, to 
h.ive the rank of Lieut. < 

17th Ditto. — Frederick James Farr>,geiit. to 
be Cor. by p. vice Walker, who ret. 

l*2th Regt. Foot. — Lieut. Henry Yarbiirgli Gold, 
to be Capt. by p. vice Frtdeaux, prom. ; Eiis. 
Frederick Bell, to be Lieut, by p. vice (Jold ; 
James Lloyd Fbillips, gent, to be Kiis. by p. vice 
Bell. 

2,51h Ditto. — Gent. Cadet Charles R. Kiiiglit, 
from lil. Mil. Col. to be Kns. without p. vice 
Lomax, who iX'S. 

S/itb Ditto. -Ens. John Cordon, lobe Lieut, by 
p. vice Best, who let. ; Eiis. Henry Edward Reii< 
wlek, from h. p. 73i'd Foot, to be Eus. without p. ; 
James Fraser, gent, to be Eiis. by p. vice Gordon. 

:{Slii Ditto. — Ass.-Siirg. James Robertson, fioiii 
fa. p. 45th Foot, to be Ass. Burg, vice Cleaves, 
app. 4th Light Drs. 

39th Ditto. — Goiit.^Cadvt Martnadnke Ceoige 
Nixon, from Rl. Mil. Col. to be Kiis. without p. 

40th Ditto. — BtafT As.<».-Surg. John Archlbahl, to 
he Ass.-Surg. vice John Lollus Hartwell, whose 
app. has not taken place. 

43nl Ditto. — Lieut, the Hon. WiMam Sydney 
Clements, to be Capt. by p. vice Wroltesley, 
prom. ; Lieut, the Iloii. Aimu.slus Aliueric Spen- 
cer, to be Capt. by p. vice Harris, wh<2 ret. ; 
Ktis. Wiiliam Frederick Campbell, to be Lieut, by 
p. vice Clements ; Riis. Jonathan Alderson, to be 
Lieut, by p. ^vicc Spencer; Eiis. Hon. Henry 
^Cavendish Grey, from UOlli Foot, to be Ens, vice 
Campbell; William DixwelLOxciiden, gonl. to be 
Ens. by p. vice Alderson. 

45th DJtto. — Lieut. William Henry Butler, to 
be Capt. witlioot p. yice Archer, prom. 

55lh Ditto. — Ens, John Horner, to be Lieut, by 
p« ^cc Logan, i^goni. ; Eus. Thomas Ann uni 
Her&t, to be Lieut, by p. vice Palmer, prom. ; 
Thomas De Haviland, gent, to be Ens. by p. vice 
Horner; George Greene, gent, to be Eos. by p. 
vice Herk-t. 

60th Ditto. — Brev. Lieiit.-Col. Ab'x.iiidcr Mac- 
pherson, from h. p. giltl^ovl, to be Major, vice 
Shee, prom. ^ ^ 
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02iid F<^.— £i». Henry Ctiopcr, to be Lieut, 
by p. vice Baynes, who rot.; Henry Jackson, 
gent, to be Ena. by p. vice Cooper. 

GOth Ditto. — George Lpiugvvorth Dames, gent, 
to foe Eiis. by p. vice Dickinson, who ret. 

09tb Ditto. — Brev'ot IJeut.-Col. Robert Johns, 
from h. p. 1st Gar. Bat. to be Major, vice 1x>id 
EdwHid liay,proiii. 

79th Ditto. — Lieut. Andrew Brown, to bo Capt. 
by p. vice Maule, who ret.; Ens. Tliomas Iriiaui, 
to be Lieut, by p. vice Brown ; Ediniuid John 
Elliott, gent, to be Kns. by p. vice lahain. 

83nl Ditto. — Liout, Henry Vraiiris Aiiislio, to 
be Capt. by p. vice UcnvvjKk, who ret. ; Eus. 
CharlesA Truubridge Egerton, to be Lieut, by p. 
vice Aiiislie ; IJciiry LIo;^d7 gent, to be Eus. by 
p. vice Egerton. 

85tlf Ditto. — Lieut. Geoigc Brot'knuu, to be 
Capt. by p. vice Hopwoial, who ri*l.; Eus. Miles 
Charles Setoii, to pe Lieut, by p. vice Broikiiiaii ; 
George Cochrane Dickson, gent, to be Kns. by p. 
vice Set oil. s 

^ 90(h Ditto. *Lord Charles Lennox Kerr, to be 

Eus. b\ p. vice Grey, app. 43i(l Foot. 

CVyloii Regt. — Lieut. Jtdiii Hewitt, from h. p. 
of Dillon’s Regt. to be Lieut, vice Keogh, prom. 

Cnattached. — he Lient.-Col. of luf. by p. — 
Major Charles Sliei‘, from fiblh Fiuit. 

To bo Majois of luf. by p. — Capt. Ediniinfl 
Saiiudersoii Fiideatix, fruiti I2lh Font; Capt. 
Charles Alexander Wroltesley, from 43nl Foot. 

Tube Major of Inf, without p. — Brevet Major 
Edwaid CanlAeid Areher, from -ISth Foot. 

'lo be O.ipts. of Inf. by p. — Lieut. Robert tlre- 
gan Craufiird, from 2ud Drs. ; Lieut. John I’al- 
mer, from .5.'>th Foot ; Lieut. James Faltersod, 
from ,331^1 Fool ; Tacut. Robert Logan, ftom .35th 
Foot. 

Bievet. — To be Majors in the Army.— Capt., 
Walter Sweetinaii, Rl. New. Vet. Coins. ; Capt. 
Anthony Alexander O’Beiily, Riig.-Major to llie 
Forees; l-apt. Denis Mahon, 4tli Fool. 

Meiuoraiidii. — The exchange between Ass.-Sing. 
Collis, of ir>tli Foot; and Ass.-Siiig. Caldwell, mi 
h. p. 31st Foot, was dated 2.3lh September IS39, 
and not the 9>li of July 1839, a.s furmeily hbUed. 

Tlic niider-meiilioiied otlicers have been allow'cd 
to r*’tiie friiin the seivi«‘o by the salo'of unat- 
tached roiuniis^ioiis : — 

Major-Geu. William Stew-ait (Dt,) larc 40{h 
Poof; (!apt. Malcolm Rosa, li. p. iinat.; Capt. 
John Fi^isei, li. p. 74itii Fool; Bn*vet Lieiit.-C**!. 
Hie Duke of Uirhmond, Capt. h. p. 52iul Foot ; 
Major William .Sianhope Tsijloi, li. p. uiial. ; 
Gapf. Robert Kewlaiid, h. p^ Rl. Ait. 


LORD CHAMBERLAIN’S OFFICE, \i'kii.15. 

The laird CliuiiibeiUin ha&*appoiiiled Willi.im 
Attrec, Esq. Siiige*ui Kxtraoiiliiiary to His Ma- 
jesty’s Establishment at Brigliton. 

• 

aVar office, April 19. 

4tb Regt. Dr. Gds. — Major Henry Pr.itt, Iroin 
h. p. lo be Major, vice Thomas Hutton, w'ho oxc. 
rec. ‘he diff. 

13lh Begt. Light Dis. — Lieut. Jnnica Boaltli, 
from h. p. 22iid Light Drs. to l^c Lieut, vice 
HAry Ellon, who exc. ' ,, 

K 
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 


5tli Regt. Foot.— Livnt. Gilbert Cham pain, to 
be Capt. by p. vice Bent, who rat.; Eus. Berea* 
ford William Shawe, to be Lieut, by p. vice 
Ghami>ain; Samuel George BcaniiMi, gent, to be 
Ena. by p. vice Shawe. 

0th Ditto. — Eua. Stndholine Henry Metcalfe, to 
be Lieut, by p. vice Hilton, who rat. ; Mordaunt 
Glasae, gent, to be Ena. by p. vice Metcalfe. 

37t]i Ditto. — Gent. Cadet John Richard Slicp- 
pani Wilson, from Rl. Mil. Col. to be Ena. by p. 
vice Waid, who ret. < 

70tli JDitto. — IJeut. George B. Mathew, to be 
Capt. by p. vice Kp-k, who ret. ; Lieut. Frederick 
Beclier Rocke, (tom h. p. 24lli Light l^rs. to lie 
Lient. vice Bo:illb,c whose app. hac nut taken 
place; F.iis. John <*. Curry, to* be Lient. by p. 
vice Mathew ; William Matthew' Bigge, ^;Mit. to 
be Kns. by p. vice Curry. 

68th Ditto. ->Serj.-MaJor Thomaa Mills, to be 
Qnar. mast, vice Stewart, dec. 

Rl. Staff Corpa. — ^To be Majors, without p. — 
Capt. Thomas George Harriott) Capt. Henry 
Piers. ' 

To be Capts. without p. — Lient. William Dil- 
lon ; Lieut. Edmund Martindale ; Lient. Thomas 
Wjlliatii Coleton; Lieut. Ernest Christian AVil- 
fonl. 

Memoranda. — The names of the Ens. app. to 
the •tSrd Foot on the 5tli inst. are Hon. Harry 
Cavendish Grey. 

The iiairic of the Ens. app. to the .'S.'ith Foot, on 
the 5th inst. is Thomas Dc; Havilland, and nut 
Thomas Dc Haviland. 

The Christian names of Cornet Parry, of the 
17th light Dis. are Frederick John, and not 
Frederick James, as before stated. 

His Majesty has been pleased lo approve of the 
0(b Regt. Foot resinning tlic motto, ** Quo tata 
vocant,** formerly borne on its eolonrs and ap- 
pointments, in addition to its ancient badge of 
** St. George and tiie Dragon.'' 

WAR OFFICE, Avril 22. 

31st Regt. Foot. — Gen. Sir Henry Wardc, 
K.C.B. firom 08ib Foot, to be Col. vice Gen. the 
Earl of Miilgrave, dec. 

G8tb Ditto. — Licut..Gen. Sir John Keane, 
K.G.B. from 04tb Foot, to be Col. vice Sir Henry 
Wardc, app. to the com. 31 st Foot. 

04ih Ditto — Major-Gen. Sir James , Campbell, 
K.C.B. to be Col. vice Sir John Keane, app. to 
the com. 68th Foot. 

Garrisons — Gen. Sir George Don, G.C.B. to 
be Gov. of Scarboroiigli Castle, vice the Earl of 
Muigrave, dec. 

DOWNING-STREET, April 23. 

The King has been pleased to appoint Colonel 
Stephen Remnant Chapman, C.B. to be Governor 
and Comniander-in-Chief of tlie ^^ermiidJs or 
Somers Islands. 

WAR-OFFICE, April 26 . 

2nd Regt. of Life Gds. — Cor. John Eden Spahl- 
Ing, from 0th Li»ht Drs. to be Cor. by p. vice 
Vansittart, ^o ret. 

01h Regt. Dr. Gds. — Lient. Joseph Bcanb.- 
Browne, to be CapL by p. vice Porter, who ret. 


Cor. Thomas Edward Taylor, to be Lieut, by p. 
vice Browne; Hon. Angnstos George Frederick 
Jocelyn, to be Cor. by p. vice Taylor. 

2nd Regt. of Drs. — Ens. Lachlan Macquaire, 
from 42iul Foot, to be Cor. by p. vice Ricketts, 
prom. 

0th Regt. Liglit Drs.— Charles Joseph Trueman, 
gent, to be Cor. by p. vice Spalding, app. to the 
'2nd Regt. of Life Gda. 

2ln(l Regt. Foot. — LIbnt. David Rea Smith, to 
he Capt. by p. vice Jessopp, who ret.; Ens. 
Thomas Sydenham Conway, to be Lient. by p. 
vice Smith ; \V illiani George Ansten, gent, to be 
Eus. by p. vice Conway. 

351h Foot. — Liqut. Edward Davis, to be Capt. 
by p. vice Semple, prom. ; Eus. John Hildebrand 
Oakes Moon*, to be Lieut, by p. vV;e Davis. 

To* be Ensigns by p. — Charles Beamish, gent, 
vice Moore ; Charles Milbank Peirse, gent, vice 
Alle>ne, who ret. 

4‘2nd Ditto. — Andrew David Alston Steward, 
gent, to be Ens. by p. vice Macquairo, app. to 
2n(l Drs. 

45th Ditto. — Eds. Magens Mello, to be Lient. 
by p. vice Bntler, prom. ; Jodblyn Ingram Oak- 
ley, gent, to be Ens. by p. vice Mello. 

4Gth Ditto. — Lieut. Donald Stuart, lo be Capt. 
without p. vice Edwards, dec.; Ens. James 
Campbell, to be Lient. vice Stuart. 

4dlh Ditto. — Lieut- Thomas Scott Beignolds, to 
be Capt. by p. vice Ball, prom. ; Ens. Allen 
Mai-sliall, to be Lient. by p. vice Reignolds; 
Henry Roiith, gent, to be Ens. by p. vice Marshall. 

5Glh Ditto. — Migor How'ell Harris Prichard, 
to be Licnt.-Col. by p. vice Barclay, who ret. ; ' 
Capt. William Mitchell, to be Major, by p. vice 
Prichard ; Lient. Charles John Henry, to be Capt. 
by p. vice Mitchell; Ens. Francis Thomas Mcecli, 
to be Lient. by p. vice Henry ; Lewes Fraser, 
gent, to be Ens. by p. vice Mecch. 

OUtli Ditto. — Brevet Liciit.-Col. Robert Johns, 
from h. p. of 1st Gar. Bat. to be Major, vice Lord 
Edward Hay, prom. 

7l8t Ditto. — Ens. Henr;; Tristam Rcresford, to 
be Lieut, by p. vice Dalton, prom; Richard 
Thomas William Lambart Brickenden, gent, to bo 
Eus. by p. vice Beresford. 

Rifle Brigade.— Staff-Ass.-Snrg. William Par- 
dey, to b«||^8s.-Surg. vice William Henry Fryer, 
who ret. on%. p. 

Rl. African Colonial Corps. — Eus. William 
Shat,.', to be Lient. without p. ; Ens. John llodsoii 
Fearon, from h. p. to be Kns. vice Shaw. 

Uuatt. — Major I>onl Edward Hay, from 69th 
Foot, to be Lient.-Col. of Inf. by p. ; Brev. Lient.- 
Col. John William O’Donoghiie, from 47tii Foot, 
to be Lieut.-Col. of Inf. without p. ; Capt. Wil- 
liam Hawkins Ball, fqmi 49th Foot, to be Major 
of liif. by'p. ; Lient. Williaiii Serjeantson Dalton, 
from 71st Foot, to be Capt. of Jiif. by p. 

Staff. — Ilirhadit Armiltrong, gent, to be Adjt. of 
a Recruiting 'District, with fVc raukof Lic^. vice 
Moss, dec, 

Mem. — The undermentioned Oilicers huve been 
allowed to ret. (Vom the sepice, by the sale of 
iinat. corns. : —Gen. John I^ra Crewe ; Capt. Alex- 
aiMler Roxburgh, h. p. Glcngary Feiicible Inf. 

%* Lient.-Gen. HUhcer, although not yet Ga- 
setted, has been app. Col. of the 3rd Dr. Gds. 
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ANNALS OF TjlE BRITISfl FLRRT. 

Lords Goininissioncrs of the Adjnirahy. | Principal Coininanders in-Chief. i 


First IjOi-d — Viscount Mclville.f 

Lord Barhaill. 

Sir Philip Stephens, Part. 


1805 * 


James Gambler. 


W.rwith Fr.«co. gir John tfolpoy., K. B. 
llonaiid, and 

Spain. • Philip Patton. • 


Williatu Dickinson, Jiin. 

Sir Evan Nepean, Bart. 

Lord Garlics fi om July vice Sir Joliii Col* 
poys, K. B. 


Channel. — Adin. Hon. W. Corn 
ivallis. 

PortsuionUi. — Adin. Montagu. 
Plymouth. — Vice-Admiral Young. 
Cork. — Adin. IjonI Gardner. 

North Sea and ) ... , , .. ... ' 

Down.. 

Halifax. — Vice* Admiral Sir 
, Andrew Mitchell, 

• . •p". Adin. P. Rai- 

nier, R. Adin. 
Sir E. Pcilcw, 
I5ast Indies.---; Rear*Admiral Sir 
Thos. 'JVoubridge, 
Rear-Admiral 
^ • l^Daci-es. 

Jamaica. — Adm. Sir J. T. Duck- 

WOi til. 

r V. Adm. I^rd 

iMitomwan— J „ 

I V. Adm. Sir 
R. ilirkcitoil. 


DisTRiBuriov or the BRrri.sH Navai. FoaoK in e\ch Month op 



In Port and fitting 
In the Englisii and Irish Channels 
In the Downs and Noith Seas 
Wesb Indies and on tlie passage . 
At Jamaica . . ^ . 

In America and at Newfoundland 
East Indies, and on tlie pa.s.sagc . 
(!oast.of Africa .... 
Spain, Portugal, and Gibraltar 
In the Mediterranean . 

With Sealed Orders 
Hospital and Prison Sliips . 

In pursuit of a French squadron . 
Scei'ct Expedition 
Guard Ships . . - 

• 

Total Ships in Commission 
Rccc-.ving Ships .... 
Serviceable and repairing for Servici 
In Ordinary .... 
Building . . ' . 


28 *28 31 

3 3 4 

24 25 2« 

38 41 44 

3 3 *2 


. No.' No,' No. 
150 173 140 
J73 157 157 
IGI 1.50 103 
53 48 ■ 4-1 

43 38 32 

10 23 ' 33 

31 .13 ' 3'2 

4—2 
10 11 1 
22 26 Jf5 

10 I 17 ; 20 


— .5 5 — 

14 14 10 12 11 11 0 I 11 8 14 14 13 

I • 

682 004 '005 078 084 702 082 700 OtlO (i08 710 73.5 

12 1.5 I 15 17 10 15 18 12 I 15 20 lU 17 

37 35 34 37 31 50 5.5 48 40 40 55 44 

112 no 108 iOl 91 71 00 02 02 71 70 81 

01 51 I 60 07 73 55 58 51 I 58 08 72 77 

' • _ _ - 

007 ms 018 000 8{t5 800 870 870 874 903 0*28 057 

1 I 


• For the year 1804, see p. 374, vol. 4. 

+ Resigned In April, in consequence of the charges prcft'ired against him in the House of Comiiioiis, 
by Mr. Whitbread, on the 6th April, and the resolutions of the House diercnpon. 

t Exclusive of the hircdlikidcd vessels chiefly employed in protecting the coasting trailc of Gieai 
Britain. 

• K 2 




132 ANNALS OF THE BRITISH FLEET: 


Number of ships of the line from 60 to ISO gnus, ships from 44 to SO, frigates, sloops, &e. on the 
1st of January and 1st of Jnlyi 1805. 


January 1st 1805. 


July Ist 1805. 

60 

44 

•s 



Stations of the British Navy in two months 


^ . 

qS 

44 

mi 

to 

to 

it 



of 1805. viz : — 




to 

to 

120 

Inil 

S) 

8 

i 


CO 

8 

Si 

50 

120 

guns 

guus 


1 

o 

H 



3S ' 


guns 

guns 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No.| No. 


So. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

17 

7 

31 


14» 

In Port and fitting. 

120 

80 1 

21 

5 

14 

26 

3 

28 

97 

154 

Ill the English and Irish Channels. 

178 

III 1 

30 

1 

30 

7 

6 

12 

N7 

172 

Ill the Downs and North Seas. , 

159 

132 

13 

7 

8 

1 

— 

14 

27 

42 

West India Islands, and on the passage. 

65 

29 

10 

— 

17 

3 

— 

11 

26 

34 

r At Jamaica. 

37 

25, 

10 

— 

2 

— 

1 

5 

2 

8 

In America and at Newfoundland. 

21 

16 

C 

2 

— 

8 

3 

8 

0 

28 

East India Ihlauds, and on the passage. 

28 

7 

10 

3 

8 

— 


2 

1 

3 

Coast of Afi ica. 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

15 


3 

6 

24 

, Spain, Poitiig.al, and Gibraltar. 

16 

5 

4 


7 

11 

— 

14 

11 

36 

• 111 the Mcditcrr.iiieaii. 

26 

12 

13 

— 

I 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

With staled Orders. 


— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

1 

1 

— 

15 

Hospital and Prison Ships. 

J7 

— 

1 

1 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ill pursuit of a Freifcli Squadron. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

Secret Expetlitiuu. 

— 

— * 

— 

— 

— 

4 

I 

7 

2 

14 

(luard Ships. 

0 

— 

4 

2 

3 

105 

22 

137 

418 

082 

Total Ships in Commission. 

682 

I418 

132 

21 

111 

5 

3 

4 

— 

12 

Receiving Ships. 

IS 


7 

4 

6 

17 

1 

17 

2 

37 

Serviceable and lepairiug fur Service. 

55 


21 

5 

23 

42 

12 : 

! 37 

21 

112 

lu Ordinary. 

66 

! 

20 

10 

21 

15 

— 1 

1 

28 

(44 

BiiUdiug. 

.58 

■ 27 

15 

— 

IG 

184 

38 

210 

m 

.007 

Grand Total. 

879 

‘467 

195 

40 |l7r 




State of the Ordinary at each Port, included in the above statement. 




21 

1 

16 

5 

43 

Portsmouth. 

39 

5 

15 

2 

17 

111 

14 

13 

3 

;i9 

PlyiiioiUb. 

37 

5 

IS 

3 

14 

Id 

6 

5 

4 

31 

Chatham. 

23 

3 

4 

8 

8 

1 

1 

1 

6 

12 

Sheerness. 

10 

4 

3 

1 

2 

7 

4 

20 

5 

30 

River Thames. 

^30 

5 

11 

5 

0 


ACTIONS AND OCCURHENCISS AND CliRONOLOCICAL EVENTS OP THE 
BKlTiaSH NAVY. • 

Janiiaiy — . Mungo Park sailed {rain Portsmouth on his second expedition into the interior of 
Africa.* — 11. Ordois issiiMl by Orcat Britain for' nn^Mue general reprisals agaiiit Spain.--18. Le 
Vimereux (French logger), 15 guns, dft men, captured by the Greyhound, 32, C. ElpLinstorie, in the 
Channel.*— 31. The Doris, P. Campbell, 36, 11. 17U5, struck in the night on a siinkcii rock, and de- 
stroyed, in Quibccon Bay, crew saved. — 33. A French felucca, 1 gun, I swivel, 27 men, taken by 
the Pctcrell (sloop), 18, J. Lambert, Jamaica Station. — 26. L* Elizabeth, French setiooner, 4 guns, 34 
men, taken by the Epervicr (brig). It), John Impey, Leeward Island Station. Flip, 18 men, (Dutch) 
taken by the Swon (hired cntlcr), Lieut, W. R. Wallace.— >29. The Raven (brig), William Layman, 
18, B. LS04, wrecked in Cadiz Bay, two of the crew lost. D«ux Amis (Kench privateer) 6 guns, 40 
men, taken by the King Fisher (sloi)p), 18, U. W. Crabb, Jun. — .30. Tlic London Docks oiiened. 

Febiiiaiy. Tlie Arthur (formerly Venus) cutter, Lieut. R. Cooban, 0, hired, taken by a French 
squadron in the Mediterranean. A French squadron of three sliips i>f the l^e, and some frigates, 
made an attack on the town of Rosseaii, Dominica, and after a gallant defence by Geo. Pretfost, the 
town capilnlated, but in a few days the French abandoned their conquest.*— See Military Annals.*— 
4. The Arrow (sloop), of twenty-eight 33-ponndcr carroiiadcs, and 125 men, Capt. R. B. Vincent, 


* The plan of the cxfiediiion was that Park, with a detachment of joldiers, an adequate store of 
merchandize, and a few M>amcn and carpenters should construct vesdiH for the navigation of the 
Niger. 
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Hittl lh« Acheron (bomb), of eight carronadesi two bombs, and tfr men, A. Farquiiar, having charge of 
convoy fh>m Malta, bound to England, were captured by the French frigates Hurtcusc, of 4B guns and 
340 men, and Incorruptible, of 42 guns and 320 men, off Gape Caxine.* El Fuerte de Gibraltar, -l, 
Spanish, taken by the Mercuiy, U. P. Bouverie. — 7. Madame Ernouf (French), 10 guns, 120 men, 
taken by IjC Curieux (sloop), 10, G.d. B. Beltcsworth, Lcuwai-d Island Station.-- 8. Ganucrara 
(Spanish) schooner, 10 guns, taken by the Lark (sloop), 18, Frederick Langford, Bay of Senegal. 
Orqnlio,! 18, (Spanish) taken by the Peque, 3G, C. 11. B. Boss, off the Havanna.— 13. The Melain- 
pus, :iU, S. PointK, captured near the Passage dn Raz, two gun brigs, eanyiiig two 24 and one 18- 
pounder each ; and four luggers mounting one 18-ponnder each. Ilic Ulioda and Faith armed cutters, 
the latter commanded b^ Lieut. J. Nicholso^ captured two luggers also of the same description. 
General Augerean (French), 14 guns, 88 men, taken by the Topaze, 38, W. T. Lake, Irish Channel. — 
14. La Psyche, 30, (Fmjch) taken by the St. Pio^euzo, 30, II. Lambert, East Indies, after a very 
spirited resistance of turec hours and a half. — 2.3. Yille de Milaii,^ 48, (French) taken by the Lean- 
der, 50, John Talbot, on the Halifax Station. The Bomicur (gun brig), Lieut. S. B»ssan, 14, B. 1804, 
wrecked off Dieppe, amt crew made prisoners. • 

March 1. La Farina (Spanish) schooner, 4 guns, 62 men, talseii Ify the Cirdb, 32, J. Hose, off 
Opoito. linugeue (sloop), H. Vaughan, 18 Fr. P. 1804; foundered on her jilissage from liceward 
Islands, crew Aved. Redbridge (schooner)^, B. 1801, losi^at Jatiiaiea, crew saved. — 7. Santa Ro- 
salia Galiiudriiia (Spanish), 57 men, taken by the Rein Deer, 16, J. F>ffe, Jamaica Station. El In- 
trepide, corvette (Spanish), 14 guns, 00 men, taken by the Immurtalite, 30, E. W. C. B. Owen, at 
sea. — 10. Mr. Thomas Musgrave, Coimnander of tlic Kitty, piivate 8lot>p of war, after an action of 
one hour and a half, captured the Spanish private ship ot war, Fclicitys of 20 gnus and 170 men ; one 
ot the Kitty's men was killed and two dangerously* wounded. 'J'lfts action was highly creditable to 
British valour, as not 20 cf the Kitty's crew ever saw a gun tired before, and not twice tliat iiimiber 
wore ever at sea before, leaving the Downs o^thc Srd of the month. — 10. L'lnirepid (schooner), 4 
guns, 02 men, taken by the Grenada (schooner), 10, Lieut. John Barker, Leewaixi Island Station.— 
23. Antelope (Dutch), 5 guns, 5 1 men, taken by the Stiuk (sloop), 18, G. 1^' Geyle, Jamaica Stafiou. 

April 2. Eiiipcreiii (French), 1 1 guns, H2 men, taken the Eagle, 14, David Golliy, L‘evi'.ird 
Island Station.— 3. L'Elizaliotli, 10, (Spanish), taken by the Ban-h.'iute, 20, Chat les Dash wiaxl, off 
the Ilavaiiiiali. Gapt. DashwocMi after this captiiixs having iuforniatiuji that there were three French 
Privateers in the harbour of lilaricl, determined to rout them. Lieuts. Oliver and Ganipbell voliiii-. 
teered their services, and w'ere di8p.Htchetl on the evening of the 5th in two boats ; anti as ii was ab- 
solutely ncecssiiry to g.uii possession of a louiul tower, near 40 feet high, on the top of which were 
three long 21-pouiidet's, with loop holes louml its circniiifereiiee for muskeliy, and well munued, they 


* The noble defence made by this sloop and bomb-vessel, enabled thirty-one out of thirty-four iner- 
cliaiitinuii to escape. At a qnaiter past tour a.m. the Horteiise, after hailing, opened a fire of round 
and grape on the Acheron, which she rctiiiiied with her starboard guns, then tacked and discharged 
her opposite ones. The Arrow, which had in the mean time bore up, raked the Ilorteuse. Daylight 
showed to the British the force witli which they had to cuuleutl. The Arrow made signals to the 
convoy, and hauled the wind, followed in close order by the Acheron, About live niiuiitcs after 
seven, being abreast of flic Arrow, and within lialf-mosket shot distance, the Tiicoiinptible opened her 
broadside, and received that of the Arrow in return. In a few minutes more this frigate arrived up 
with, and began enga^ng the Acheron; and the Uorteiise having closed with the Airuw, the action 
then became general. From being exposed to the fire of both frigates, the Arrew became iiuiiianage- 
able, and in this state was warmly engaged with the Incorruptible. At length, having four of her 
guns disiiioiiiiteil, her rudder iiiaehiiK'iy <lis<tblcd, her lower masts and yai'ds b.*idly woiiiideil, several 
siKit between wind aiul water, 13 of her crew kiJleil, and 27 woiiiHlcd, tin* colours wen* hauled dow'n, 
after being engaged more than an lioi?!*. In twenty minutes alter, the Acheron, who, on the Anow's 
surremler, had made all sail to the southward, having also been much disabled in iiuists, ^.'lils, and rig- 
ging, struck her colours to the Iforieiise. Scars:ely had the surviving cicav been ix-iiiovitl from the 
Arrow, than she sank ; and the shattered staft* of the Acheron iiuliired the captois to set her on lire. 
The French frigates had each about 300 troops, exclusive of their crews. 

t Afterwards foiiiiilered, sec October. 

X The Yille tie Milan had previously taken the Cleopatra, 32, Sir Robert Lawric, after a long and 
most detci mined resistance, which latter was also ictaken l*y the 1 zander. Sir Robert Lawric did not 
surrender until he had so completely disabled his huge opponent, as to reiidei both vessels (now brench) 
an easy capture to the Letinder, Gapt. Talbot, one of the most proiniringjouiig ofiiA-rs in the sei-vice, 
who, by this means, and scarcely firing a gun, had the cpliun of coinmandiiig one of the finest frigates 
in the French Navy ;« but with that gcueiuiis spirit, the characteristic of a brave oflicer, he deferred 
tins malerial object to Sir Robest Liwric,to wlnm* spirit, bravery, ami perseverance alone, he genc- 
lousV aacrilHil the ffoiible capture of the Ville de Milan and her prize the Cleopatra, as, if the French- 
inau had not bt'en so beaten, she certainly would not have proved so easy a prize. Sir Robert in his 
dispatAi observed, that immediately after the surrender ot the Gleopatra, ** she became a |ierfect 
wrc-ck, not a spar standing but the inizeii-rnast, the bowsprit, and other masts gone by the boaril, and 
I fully expected she would have foiiudereii before b«iUi ships could get clear of each other."—** Moie 
gallantry and bravery could not have been displayed than by both oifieers and men of so joiing .i ship’s 
compaii>, many being niitibur twenty jeais of age, and qply three inartnes who had joiiietl that corps 
more than two weeks before they eiiibaiked.”— Dispatch, 
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had carry the fort previoas to their entering the harbour, so as to secure a safe retreat. lieut. 
Oliver being in the headmost boat, finding himself discovered, and as not a moment was to be lost at 
sneb a critical period, ** most nobly advance<l, without ;virailing for his friend, landed In t|ie face of, 
and in oppofdtion to, a most tremendous fire, without coudesc^ding to return the salutation, mounted 
the fort by a ladder, and Airly carried It by a coup-dc main.^ " Having been rejoined by Lieut. 
Campbell, he dashed on to attack the privateers, but found tliey had sailed the day previous on a 
cruise. He was therefore obliged to be content with taking possessimi of two schooners laden witli 
sugar.*' — Dispatch.— 4. La Haaard (French) schooner, 6 guns, 80 men, taken by the Blanche, 36, 
Zelludge, Jamaica Station. — 6. Mr. Whitbread, in the House of Commons, Jl)ronght forward charges 
against Lord Melville, for misapplication of the pnblU money, when Treacnrer of the Navy, and In 
consequence of the resolntions of the House, bia,,Lordshlpf resigned the office of First Lord of the 
Admiialty.; — 8. La Desiree (French) schooner 14 gnns, 71 men, taken by the Barbadoes, 38, Joseph 
Nourse, at sea.— *0. French schooner, name unknown, 7, sunk by the Cracieuse, 14, T. B. Smith, 
Jamaica Station.-'-ll. Treaty of Concert concluded between Great Britain and Russia against 
France : Austria, and Sweden, shortly Iftcr joined in the league. — 13. L’Alert, (French) 4 gnns, 
33 men, taken by the (pflexible^l, T. Bayley, at sea. — 13. Capl. P.* Carteret of the Scorpion brig, 
(18) ill company with the Piovidciice, (16) Capt. Kye, captured L*Uonnenr,$ Dutch ^hooncr of 12 
gnus. — 14. Orestes, 1 gun, 6 swivels, 36 men, and Pyladt:s, same force, (both French) taken by the 
Musquito sloop, 16, S. Jackson, in the Channel. — 15. Conception, (Spanish) felucca, 1 gun, 20 men, 
taken by the Papilloii, 10, W. Woolscy, Savannah La Mar. — 34. Seven Dutch Sclinyts taken by 

Rear-Admiral Douglm's squadron off Cape Grisnea. — 37. General — ^ , (French) taken by the 

Rcnaitl sloop, 14, Jeremiah Chgl)laii, Jamaica. — 2!t. Tlie Commons of England iinpt^ach LortI Mel- 
ville at the Bar of the House fur inalversatioiis during his tenure of the Offitai of Treasurer of the 
Navy. — 30. I^a Perseverance (French) schooner, 3 guns, 84 iiieii, taken by the Seine, 36, D. Atkins, 
Jamaica Station. # 

May 4. Le Tciiiprcbort (French) cutter, 4 guns, 35 men, t.ikcn by the Unicorn, 33, L. Haidyinan. 
— 6 and 7. La lleiiuuiec (French) 3 gnns, 56 men. La Rencontre (Frcncli) 3 guns, 43 men, and 
Venus (French) 1 gun, 35 men, taken by the Sandwich cutter, 10, Lieut. Bciiaidincy, Bahama Banks. 
Les Amis Reunis, (French) 3 guns, 3S men, taken by the Victor sloop, 18, Licnt. Bell, at the entrance 
of the Persian Gulf. Santa Rosa (Spanish) schooner, 3 gnns, R7 men, taken by the Hunter, 18, S. 11. 
lugleficld. — 7. Napoleon, (Spanish) 20 guns, 108 men, taken by the Topa7.c, 36, W. J. Lake, at Sea. 
—8. Capt. C. Bo>lc, of the Seahorse, 38, having observed a Spanish convoy go Into the anchorage 
of St. Pedro, to the eastward of Cape dc Gatt, where they were pii>ucted by a fort, two armed 
acbooiiers, and three gnu and mortir launches, determined to attempt their destruction. The vessel of 
greatest consequence to get out was an ordnance brig, laden with 1170 quintals of powder, and vari- 
ous other stores for (he gun boats on the coast, which was effected by I.ieiit. Downie, in a rfix-oared 
cutter, assisted by Mr. T. Napper, Jiiidshipiiiaii, in a four oared boat. The Seahorse during the time 
kept up a well-directed fire ou the fort, gun vessels, and convoy, and having sunk one of the gun- 
launches, and damaged and sunk several others of the convoy, night coining on, witli light winds, the 
main-top galLant masts, sails, braces, and bowlines shot away hy the fiie of the giin-launches, she 
hauled off. — 0. La Travela (Spanish) Inggcr, 3 gnns, 40 ini.*ii, taken by the Milihrook, schooner, 14, 
John C. Carpenter, Bayonne Islands. — 11. Damas, (Spanish) 4 guns. 57 men, taken by the King, 
fislicr, sloop, 18, W. R. Cribb, off Cape St. Julah. Hawke, sloop, J. Tippet, 18, P. P. 1803, missing 
since May, supposed to have foundered in the channel. Sea Gull, brig, H. Bf rke, 18, B. 1795, and 
Mary, (hired) Lieut. T. S. Pac> , fuiiudered in a cruise, with all the crewn, time unknown. Fly, 
sloop, T. B. Pellew, 18, B. 1804, lost ou the Carysfort Reef in tlie Gulf of Florida, crew savcil. — 
12. Cyaiie,|| sloop, 18, Hon. G. (.'adogan, B. 1796, (since Cerf) taken by the French frigates Hor- 
tense and Ucrinione, near Martinique. Oiestcs, sloop, T. Browne, 10, P. 1803, ran aground on a 
sand-bank near Graveliiies, and alterwards burnt, to prevent capi^ure ; crew saved. — 13. Santa ‘Anna 
(Spanish) schooner, 5 guns, 108 incn, taken by the Peferell, 18, J. Larnborn, off Cuba. — 14. Orestes 
(French) 1 gun, 0 swivels, 31 men, taken by the lns|)cctor, sloop, 16, K. J. Mitchell, Channel. I^e 
I*\‘lix (Spanish) schooner, 6 guns, <12 men, taken by' thc^ Bacchante, 20, C. Dasbwood, off the Ha- 
vana. — 10. Justicia (Spanish) schooner, 4 guns, 95 men, taken by the Cyauc, 18, G. Cado« 4 an. — 
17. Le Teazer (Fivnrii) 7 guns, 51 men, taken by the Osprey sloop, 18, T. Clinch, l.ceward Island 
Sution.— 20. K1 F^nix (Spanish) biig, 14 guns, 85 moii, taken by Topaze, 30, W. T. Lake, at sea. 

* ** I wish to mark my admiration of the noble conduct of Lieut. Oliver in so gallantly attacking and 
cairying a fort which, with the men it contained, ought to have maintained its position against fifty 
times the number that were opposed ; but nothing could withstand the prompt and manly steps taken 
by th.it officer and his gallant crew on this occasion.*' — Dispatch. 

t On the 6th May, the Chancellor of the lixcbequur acquainted tlie House that His 
erased IaikI Melville's name from the list of the Privy Conficil. ' 

+ Loi-d Melville was succeeded by Sir Charles Middleton, newly created a Baron of the Realm by 
the title of Lord Barham. 

5 She had on board 1000 stand of arms, a complete set of clotliing for that number of men, and a 
considerable quantity of wailikc stores ; she had besides, two field pieces, and two mortars, tents, &c. 
for troops. Jean Saint Faust, noted for Ids successftil depredations on the British commerce, was a 
passenger on board of her. ^ 

H Retaken by the Princess Cbarloite, see October 5. 
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— ae. San FcBx El Socoro (Spanish) felucca, 1 gun, 40 men, taken by Racoon, 18, £. Groftoo, off 
Jamaica.— S7. Conception (Spanish) felucca, 2 guns, 10 men, taken by Seine, 30, D. Atkins,* off 
Puerto Ri<to. — 28. De Zeono (Dutch) 13 men, taken by the Charger, brig, 14, J. A. Blow. North 
Sea Statiott?— 31. French Privateer, name iinkAown, 1 gun, 25 men, taken by the Trinidad, schooner, 

10, Lieut. Stout. La Desiree (French) felucca, 1 gun, 40 men, taken by the Hcureuz, 24, G. Young- 
husband, West Indies. 

June 2. Capt. Maitland, of the Ixtire (40), sent the launch and ttro cotters, under his first lieu- 
tenant, Yeo, to bring out a small vessel which was discovered standing in the Bay of Cainarinas, to 
the eastward of Cape Fioisterre ; from the intricacy of Uie passage, the boats did nut get up till break 
of day, when they found 'tjvo small privateer^ moored under a battery of 10 guns. Lieut. Yeo, un- 
daunted by a circumstance so little expected, ordered the launch, commanded by Mr. Charles 
t'linch. Master's Mate, to board the smallest, wliilst*lic with tfic two cutters attacked and carried the 
laig;est, the Ksperansa, alias 8aii Pedro, a I'eiiicca of 3 guns, 4 swivels, and 50 men the launch had 
the same success, the fort opening a fire so ill-directetl as to ilo little damage. Beiyg perfectly calm, 
close under the guns of the enemy's battery, and no possibility^f receiving assistance fioui the Loire, 
Lieut. Yeo was compelled to abandon Uic sinaliest vessel, a lugger 2 gnus, and 32 men, to secure 
the felucca.* — 3. Capt. Maitland being informed there was a French Privatee.^ of 20 guns fitting out 
at Elburos, a pointed Liciit. Yeo to head th(^ boarders, ainojnling, officers included, to 50 men. On 
hauling round the point of the road, a small battery of 2 guns opened a fire on the sliip» which was 
returned ; but perceiving it would be a considerable annoyance, Lieut. Yeo pushcil on sliore and 
spiked the guns. As the ship drew iu, and more fully opened the bay, Capt. Maitland perceived a 
very large coivelte, (the Contiaiice of 20 pints) and a large brig (la: Qelier of 20 ports), but ucitlier 
of them firing, he concluded they had not their guns on boanl. llie^iolc object of his attention there- 
fore WHS the fort, which bigaii a well-directed fire, o^eiy shot taking place on the hull. The fire was 
returned with givat eflfcc't, and the fort would have been soon silenced, notwithstanding its spirited 
defence, had it not been completely erabraxured. Ueiit. Yeo soon put an end to their file ; after 
taking the siirtll biittery on the point, he perceived at the distance of a quarter of a mile a regular 
fort, ditched, and with a gate, which the enemy (not suspecting his landing) had iiegicctcil to secure, 
and which was firing upon the ship. Without waiting for oiders he pushed forward, was the first in, 
and after a dreadful slaughter on the part of the enemy, the remainder surrendered, and the British 
colours were lininediately hoisted.f— -1. Confiance (Fn*nch) 20 guns, and Belier (French) brig, taken 
by Loire, 40, F. Maitland, Elluuos. The British fleet under Admiral Lord Nelson, arrived at 
Karbadoes in pursuit of (he Toutoii French fleet, which after being joined by the Spanish fleet at 
Cadix, had sailed from the latter place for the West Indies. His Lordship, on first learning that the 
Toulon fleet had put to sea, conjectured tb.it the destination was Egypt, and lie immediately sailed for 
Alexandria ; but on his return, learning their true destination, and having hastily provisioned at Pa- 
lermo, hi: again departerl in pursuit.; — 5. Santa Leocadia (.Spanish) 14 guns, 114 men, taken by the 
Ifelciia, 18, Woodley Losack, at sea. — 10. L'Aniitie, 14, (French) schooner, taken by the Blanche, 
36, Z. Muiige, Jamaica 8t.*ition. — II. The House of Cominons agree to a criminal prosecution of 
liord Viscount Melville. — 13. Maria (Bpauisli) schooner, 14 gnus, 6<) men, taken by the C.im- 
brian, 38, J. P. Beresfonl, at sea. — 18, T.ia Colombia, 10, (French) cm-vette, taken by tlic Kn- 
dymion, 44, Hon. C. Paget. — ^21. Constance, (Fieiich) 10 guns, 75 men, taken by the Circe, 32, 
Jonas Bine. — 2.5. Valiant (French) 30 guns, taken by the Loire, 40, F. Maitland, at sea. llic 
llonsd of Commons change their inode of proceeding, and n'solve on impeaching Loid Melville. — 
20. Ainutellan (Dntcff) 12 guns, 60 men, taken by the Rosamond sloop, Jl. Walker, Home Station. 

July 3. Matilda (French) schooner, 20 guns, 95 men, taken by the Cambrian, ,38, J. P. Beresford, 
at sea. — 7 Josefiiic, (French,) 2 guns, 35 men, taken by the Bamilles, 74, F. Pcckniore, and Illus- 
trious, 74, W. Shield. — 10. f^a Hiroiidelle (French) brig, 16 gnus, tN) ineit, taken by the Venus, 32, 

11. Matson, otf Ireland. — II. In the House of Commons an address to His >fajesty was resolved 
upon for copies of the correspondence* between the British and Freneb Goveinmeiits i dative ** to the 

* When the crew ot tlic fidncca weie innstereiL 19 out of 5t>wcre missing, some of them had jumped 
overboard ; but the greater part were kille<i*by the pike, there being no weapon used but that and tho 
sabre. The Loire's men, inclndiug oflicera, only amounted to 35 opposed to 80 Spauiaids, wiUi their 
vessels moored to the walls of a heavy battery. 

t The Britiift had 15 wounded ; the Governor of the fort, and a Spanish geutictnaii who had volun- 
teered, the second captain of the Confiance, and nine others of the Spatiiards, were killed ; thirty, 
amongst whom were most of the officers of the Confiance, wcie wounded. Tlie enemy's force at the 
commencement of the action was a fori of 12 guns, 22 soldiers, several Spanish gefitleinen and towns- 
men volunteers, anil about 100 of the* ships' coiniiaiiy of the Confiance. Capt. Maitland and bis crew 
manifested so niuch'hninanity to the inhabitants, as to call forUi the personal thanks of the Bishop of 
the Diorese, conduct which mast have inipresaed the •Spanianls with the most exalted ideas of the 
nobfeness of cliara^*r and heroism of British seamen. 

X lie combined fleets of France and Spain, on the arrival of Lord Nelson in the West Indies, not- 
withstanding their numerical superiority. Immediately sailed for Europe ; a transaction which, while 
it stamps the highest reputation upon tlie British name and arms, coveis with indelible disgrace the 
naval character of the enemy. The unceasing activity of Nelson compelled him to, what even his 
modesty could not refuse the term of, a pursuit, and the novel scene presented itself to an admiring 
world of 17 sail of French ahd Spanish ships of the litip, flying before a force of the same class bear- 
ing the British ensigns. 
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treatment or exchange of Capt. Wriglit,* of 'Hii Majcsty*i sloop Vicenzo,” and now a prisoner of war 
in close confinement in t’rancc. — 13. Hydra (Spanisli) schooner, 28 guns, 102 men, taken by the 
Afclanipus, 36,^8. Pointz, at sea. — 17. Hanger, sloop^^ Charles Coote, IG, B. 179tf, captn||d by the 
Uocbfort squadron, being pn'.vioiisly so damaged by her crew tbq|athe enemy were obliged to burn 
her. — 19. Blanche, Z. kludge, 30, B.- 1801, taken and afterwards burned in lat. 20 deg,'N. 16ng. 66 
deg. W. after a most gallant resislfince against a French squadron, consisting of two frigates, and two 
sloops. — ^22. Yic^Adniiral Sir Kobcrl Calder, witlt a detachment of the Channel fl^t, consistin >.of 
15 sail of the line, 2 frigates, and a lugger, defeated t off Ferrol the combined fleets of France and 
Spain, 20 sail of the line, 3 filly gun ships, 5 frigates, and 3 brigs, captariiig two Spanish ships of the 
line, vl/. the Sail Rafael, 84, and El Firnec, 74. The action lasted four hovrs. llie fleets remained 
ill sight till the 2'tth, when the French got into Ferrol, and from thence some time after tlicy put into 
Cadiz.;]:*^^* Petite Ariccrc, (French) 4 guns, ^ men, taken^by the Crenada brig, 10 guns, Lieiil. 

J. Burke. £1 Sa^ta Maria AKigdalena (Spanish) felucca, 1 guii, taken by tlie Snperibiire, schooner,' 12', 
IV. C. Fromow, West Indies. 

August 5. Hove cutter, A Boyack, G,'4aken by the Hochfort squadron. Shcerncss, Lord 6. Stuart, 
44, B. 1787, lost in « galoofwin4ioff IVincoinalee Bay, Ceylon, crew safed. — 11. L*llazard (Frendi) 
gun boat, 14 men, taken by the Dominica sloop, 11. Pett>r, Leeward Island Station.-rJi3. La Carl- 
d.<id Perfecta, 12, (Spanish) schooner, takiTii by the Marianne schooner, Lieut. James niiiith. Under 
the batteries of Truxilio, after sustaining a very heavy and Constant fire from the fort, in addition to 
the resistance of La Caridad. — 1.1. La Fanne, 16, (French) corvette, taken by the Guliah, H. Bar- 
ton, and Camilla, B. W. Taylor, Channel. — 16.' La Touche, IS, (French) corvette, takefi by tho 
Coiiah, 74, U. Barton, Cliaunel. Plumber, gun brig, Lieut. II. C.*irrety, 14, B. 180<t, and Tca'/i*r,gan 
brig, liieut. G. L. Kcr, 14, B. 18(/4, taken oil St.,Malocs by five French gnn brigs. Pigmy, laept. 
W. Smith, (2) ] 4, T. 1770, wrecked in St. Aubiu's Bay, Jersey, crew saved. Altiioi‘|)e cutter, Lieut. 
W. Scott, 16, (hired) foundered in the Channel.-— 10. Capt. Baker of the Phmnix, (36), captured the 
La Didon, of 44 gtius and 330 men, a reiiiaikably fine frigate, and tlic fastest s.Ti1er in the FKmch 
navy. The action commenced at a quarter past nine in tlie morning, and lastetL three hours, within * 
pistol shot, during which all the ropes of the Piiucnix were cut to pieces, her niain-topsail .yard shot 
away, ami most of her masts and yards si'vcrely wounded. The necessity for Capt. Maker engaging - 
to leeward, in order to prevent the possibility of the enemy's escape, exposed the Phccnf!x> to' several 
raking broadsides before it was prudent to return the fire ; and the superiority of La Dldon's hailing, 
added to tlie adroit Jiiiiiio'iivres of licr Captain, Milins, showed the skill and gallantry ‘with, which 
Capt. Baker had to contend. Owing to the liglitness of the wind, and Lii DidoiiN attempt to board,i 
the stai board quarter of the Pha'iiix was btoiight in contact with her larboard dow, in wlilch position 
she remained full throe quarters of an hour, subject to a galling fire of innsketry, which robbed Cqpt. 
Baker of such support of ofiieerH and men as could not lie compensated but by tlie comph'td victory 
which crowned this bloody cniiilict.$ — *i!i* Sir Sldin'y Smith attempted to burn tin* Boulogne flotilla, 
by means of fire machiue.H, called Cai cases or Catamarans. La Havauche, (French) row boat, 1-1^ 
men, taken by the Dominica sloop, R. Peter, Lcewaiil Island Station. ^ \ 

September. T/Dypolite, 4, (French) corvette, and armed with 8 swivels, run ashore and destroyed 
on the l?jle ofBniiibon, by the Duncan, 18, Lieut. Sliced (acting). — 2. La Prudeule, (French) 
row boat, taken by liic Doiniiiica sloop, U. Peter, Lccw.aril Island Station. — 12. Capt. 
Parke, of tiie Amazon, (38,) captiircil the Princi'pi’; de la Paz,!] a Spanish corvetli* Privateer of 24 

• Sir iSidtiey Smith, a friend of Capt. Wright, rea<l a letter descriptive not olily of the situation of 
Capt. Wrigiil, aud also of the engagement in which tlie Vicenzo was captnml, but likewise of the 
subsequent liardships the gallant captain and his brave oSlicers and c.n>w Iiarl sniTcnMl, and were then* 
siillVring ; towards tlie eonclnsioii of bis speech. Sir Sidney was so overcome by his feelings that lie 
was at times deprived of articulation, aud in the end obliged to lycak off abruptly. 

t See ifotc to Dcecinber 23. ' ' ' 

X The folhiwing are the names of the ships which composed the British of battle on tliis'occa- 
sion, with the niines of their coininaiulV'rs, and the hinnber of killer] and wounded in each, vi;: — 
Hero, 74, Hoti. A. II. Ganliier, I killed, 4 wounded ; Ajax, 80, W. Brown, 2 killed, 10 wruinded’-; 
Trinuiph, 74, H. Inman, 5 killed, 6 wounded ; Barflenr, 08, G. Martin, 3 killed, 7 woutirled'; Aga-\ 
meranon,64, J.* Harvey, 3 woundetl ; Windsor Castle, OK, C. Bodies, 10 killed, 3.1 wounded ; Hefiitnce,. 
74, P. C. Durham, 1 killed, 7 wounded ; Prince of Wales, 08, Vice-Admiral Sir R. Cafder, Capt.’w.. ■ 
Cuming, 3 killed, 20 wonnderl ; Repulse, 74, Upq. A. &. Tjegge, 4 wounded; Raisonable, 64,. J. 
ley, 1 killed, 1 wOun<le(l; Dragon, 74, E. GrifRths, none ; Glory, 08, Rear-Admiral C. Stirling^Capt. 
S. Warren, 1 killeVi, 1 wounded; Warrior, 74, S. H. Linzee, jfioiie ; Tlniiillcrcr, 74, W. Lecliincre,, 
7 killed, 11 nvonbded ; Malta, 81, E. Bnller, 5 killed, 40 wonnderl ; frigates, Egyptierme, 40, lion. O. ' 
K. Fleining.i Sirius, 36, W. Prowse, 2 killed, 3 wounded; Brisk cutter, JLiciit. J. Niclfolson, none ; 
and Mlu lugger, G. Fennel^ none. Total 41 killed, 1.18 W'Oiiniled. Vlic enrmy’^ 4cet consisliKl of 
thirteen French and seven Spanish ships of the line: of the former tiiere wen; one t>f tD gnus, fonr of 
80, ainl nine of 71 guns ; the latter, one of 81 guns, four of 80, two of 74, and two of 04 ; besides 
the three ships anncti cn flute, five frigates, and three brigs, above nientioncd. • ' ' ' 

^ The Phceiiix had 12 killed and 28 wunnrlcd, amongst the former were Lieut.- Borintpn, George. 
DoneDnv Master'^ Master, and John Powers, Quarter Master. La Didon had 47 killed, and 44 
wonnderl. 

II This ship had t^koii the Prince of Wales Packet, and tlie Lad> Nelson, Letter of Marque ; jKirt 
of the crew of the latter was fopnd on board the privateer, and a considerable sum* in specie. 
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guns and 4 brass swiveb, with 100 men on board, chiefly French. — 13. Renom^c, (French,) o guns, 
40 men, taken by the Kviu peer sloop, 1«, J. F>ffe,Wi‘8t Indies. — 18.*~26. Calcutta, Raiiiel 
Woodrifle, 50, P. 1793, taken, after a determined n^siatance, by a French squadron on passage as 
convoy, from St. Helena, near SciUy. — 30. El Galgo, pierced for 11, (Spanish) schooner, taken by 
the Port Mahon, 18, S. Chambers. . « 

October 2.— L'Actseon, 10, (French,) taken by the Figyptieiine, dO* Hoii. C. E. Fleming, off 
Rochfurt. Jlaracouta, schooner, Lient. J. Ot chard, 4, B. 1804, wrecked on the ilordan Kay, off 
Cuba, crew saved, bni maile prisoners. Gen. Ferraiid, (French,) felncca, 1 gnn, 2 swivels, taken by 
tlic Franchise, 30, Capt. Macdoiinell, Lucw'ard Island Station. — 4. San Beiiitc, (French,) 1 gnn, 18 
men, taken by the Netley, schoojicr, 14, Li«iit. Carr. — 5. Cyane,t 84, (French,) corvette, taken 
near Tobago, by the Princess Charlotte, 38, C. Toyin, and carried into Grenada. — 0. Mestno la 
Solidad, (Spanish,)’ 0 gnus, taken by t^e Kurydice, *21, W. Hoste. — 11. A Spanish gnn-boat. No. 4, 
taken by the Dexterous gun-brig, 14, Lieut. 11. Tomlinson, off Gibraltar. Squib, (FnV.) 4, (hired,) 
driven on shore and bbeed near Deal, crew saved. — 13. Naiadc, 22, (French, >corvettc, (since 
Melville,) taken by the Jason, 32, W. Chatnpain, Inward Isliflid^ Station. Orqiiliox (S.) C. Balder- 
son, 18, fooiidered in a gale, Jamaica Station; 95 of her crew lost.-rlO. La PrScieiisa, (Spanish,) 
cutter, 3 guns, 27 men, taken by the Wolf, 18, C. C. Mackenzie, Jamaica Station. — 21. The grc.'itest 
Naval -Victory oli record obtained by the Baitiall fleet, of 2t wiil-of. the- line, including 3 sixty-fours, 
Coiriniauded by Vice-Admiral Lord Viscount Nelson, off Cape Trafalgar, near Cadiz, overihe Gnited 
French and S|ianish squadrons, consisting of .13 ships, (of uhicli 18 were French, and 15 Spanish,) 
cuminatided by Admiral Yilleueuve. Tlie Spaniards, niider the direction of Graviiia, wore, with 
tlieir liea<ls to^thc iiorthwarfl, awl formed their line of battle with ^rcjkt closeness anri correctness ; 
but as the mode of attack was unusual, so the stiiicjtire of their line was new — Ittriniiig a crescent 
convcxiiig to Icewaivl, so that in leading down to tlieir centre, Vice-Admiral CulliiigwtM>d, the second 
ill command, had both their \aii and rear abaft the beam. Before tiie fire opened, every alternate 
ship wqs about a cable's Iciigtli to windwai-d of brr second ahead and stern, forming a kind of double 
line, and appeared, wlien uii tlieir beam, to leave a very little interval between them, and this widioiit 
crowding tlieir ships. Admiral Villem live was in the Biicentaurc, in the centi-e, anil the Piince of 
Astiiriali bore Graviiia's flag in the rear ; but the French and Spanish ships w'ere mixed, without any 
apparent regard to onler of national squadron. I^ord Nelson, in the Victory, led the weather column ; 
and Admiral Collingwood, in the Royal Sovereign, the lee. The aclion^ began at twelve o'clock, by 
the leAdittg ships of the columns breaking tliixingh the enemy's line, laud Nelson about the tenth ship 
front -tlic. van, Admiral CullingwoiMl about the twelfth from the rear, leaving the van of the enemy 
unoccupied, 'the succeeding ships bieakiiig through in all parts astern of their leaders, and engaging 
the enemy at the mu’/7.lcs of their guns : the conflict was severe ; the enemy's ships were fought with 
a gallantry highly honourable to their oflicers ; but the attack on them was Irresistible, and ended 
in a complete and glorious victory.H About three p.w., many of the enemy's ships having slnirk 

This Cap^qrc was the mure satisfactory, as her Captain, Fram^ois Beck, was an experienced ciniser, 
who cmiiinanded the French privateer Lc Brave, during the late war, greatly to the annoyance of 
the -trade. 

* An action which Admiral Rainier, cominaiiiling in the Indian Seas, characterized as ranking 
with tin. most taiiious of the defensive kind ever nuonlvd in the AiiiiaN of the British Navy," should 
have appeared under date 18th 8cpt. in onr Annals of 1804, but we were misled, it having been 
noticed-as occurring in^8U5, in a record to which we referred. It was fought by the Centurion, 50 
guns, Capt. Jami'.s Lind, acting commander, in \ izagnpatam Road, in charge of a convoy, with the 
Marengo, 94, Admiral Liiiois, and two frigates. After two lioiirs cannonading, vigorously contiiiiied 
ou'bultr sides, the Maiengo, with the frigati'S and prize Indiiimaii, stood to sea. The Centurion was 
iriiicli damaged in her masts, yanls, aiyl rigging, but no imm were killed, and only nine wounded, one 
of whom died soon after, the g.illaut Capl. Lind received the honour of Knighthood on his rctnrn to 
England in the spring of 110.5 ; was made a K. C. B. in 181.5 ; and died 12ih Juno 1823. 

■ t Formerly British. See May 1*2. ^ • * 

X Takeb by the Pique. Set* February 8. 

^ The oi-di:r in which the British tajuadron attacked the combined fleets was as follows ; — The ships 
wiiicfi composed the van were the Victory, 100, Vice-Admiral Viscount Nelson, ^apt. T. M. Harrly ; 
Temeraire, 98,*E. Harvey; Neptune, 08, T. Fremantle; Conqueror, 74, J. IVliew; Leviathan, 74, 
H..W, Bayutiin; Ajax, 74, Lieut. J. Pilfold (acliiig>|'j£>rion, 74, Edward Codriiigton; Agamemnon, 
IH, Sir E. Berry Minotaur, 74, C. J.. M. MaoMl^; Spartiate, 74, Sir F. ^afordy, Baronet; 
Brihuittia, 100, Rear-Admiral Earl qf Nortliesk, Capt. C. Bnllcn; Africa, M, Henry Digby. The 
frigates, &c. were the Euryalus, 30, Hon. H. Blackwood ; Sirius, .30, W. Prowse ; Thar^bc, 30, Hon. 
T. B. Capel; Naiad, 38, T. Dundas; Pickle (sell.), 10, Lient. /. R. Lapcnotiejre; Entreprenante 
(cut.), -Lieut, .'oljm Pnver. Tiff' rear was cuin))Oscd of the Royal Sovereign, 100, Vice-Admiral 
Collibgwoo'l, Capt?E. Rotherham ; Mars, 71, G. Duff; Bclleisle, 74, W. Hargood ; Toimant, 80, C. 
Tiler ; Bellerophon, 74, J. Cooke; Colossus, 74, J. N. Morris; Acbllle, 74^ R. King; Polyphumus, 
Hi, R.Reduiill; Revenge, 74, R. Moorsoin; Swiflsore, 74, W. O. Rutherford; Defence, 74, G. 
HoIMj.; Tliqndercr,- 74, Lieut. J. Stockhain (acting) ; Defiance, 74, P. C. Dnrham; Prince, 08, R. 
Grindall ; Dreadnought, 98, J. Conn. 

II T^e battle of Traf ilgar is justly ranked as the most glorious, whether »» rcaipect to the science 
and jadgmeni with which it was coiidiicted, the braveiy and spirit with which it was lought, or its 
fOKiuiiiie add brllUaiit result to the conquerors, ever recorded in the naval annals of- our country. 
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Disposition of the British anil Cunihinccl FIcots 
iJiiiiivdutvly boforu thu Baltic oft Cape Trafalgar. 


K l.e Kcilontabic. 1 L'lntrupicle. 

I Victory, 100, Ijoril Nrhoii. 

11 Britannia, 100, llcar-iVcim. Earl of Northesk. 
13 Itoyal Sovereign, 100, \icc>A(lm. Earl of 
CoUiiigwood. 


their colours, their line gave vray ; Admiral Gravina, with ten ships, joining their frigates to leeward, 
stood towards Cadiz.* The five headmost ships in their van tacked, and stan^ng to the southward, 
to windward of the British line, were engaged, and the stermnost of them taken; tiie others t went 
off, leaving to His Majesty’s squadron 10 sliips oMbe-litie, (of which two were first rates, the Santis- 
Bima Trinidad, and the Santa Anna,) with three flag officers, viz. Admiral Villeneuve, i)on Jgnatio 
Maria D’Aliva, Vice-Admiral, and thu Spanish Rear- Admiral Don Baltazar Hidalgo Cisneros. Sncli 
a battle conki not be fouglit without a great loss of men. Tiw Comiiiaiider-in-Chief, Lord Nelson, 
received a uiusket-ball in his left breast, and soon alter expired.;!; Capts. Duff, of the Mars, and Cooke, 


The enemy had a superiority of 6 sail-of thc-line, were fresh from port, and in the most perfect ^tate 
of equipment, aufl against such odds, this splendid victory was gained through the transcendant 
abilities of Nelson,, and the bravery of his ofiicei-s and meu, and which would probably have been 
extended to the capture or destruction of every vessel of the enemy, b.ad not the wind ^een so dull as 
to prevent the rear ol the British fleet from ctnning up in proper time. The coolness, intrepidity, 
and bravery of lh% British seamen on this occali^oii, exceed all praise ; the result of the admirable 
discipline which prevailed In the fleet, and which, combined v^th their naftve courage, gave them a 
decided and terrible superiority over their adversaries during the conflict, who nevertheless evinced 
uncommon resolution and firmness: indeed, the sliattercd condition of the captured ships, and their 
dreadful loss in kilhal and wounded, suflicientfy prove tliis fact. * 

* On the retnrn of Gravina to Cadiz, he was immediately ordered to sea a^in, and came*oiit, 
which made it necessary fur Admiral Gollingwood to form a line, to cover the disabled liul|ji ; but 
blowing hard at night, Gravina’s ship, the Prince of Asturias, was dismasted, and he returned into 
port. 

t See November 3rd. 

t At about 15 minutes after one, standi i g on the quarter-deck, moving, as was his custom when- 
ever he was much pleased, the shoulder or rather sleeve of his ri^t arm'" up and down with great ra- 
pidity, he received a wound fimii a musket ball discharged by a marksman on the poop^f the 
Bucentaiirc, which entered his left breast, ami which lie imniediatcly declared to lie mortal. To the 
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of the Bclleiv|ihoa, were Hlnirise tmoogat tbe ilaln. " After neb a vietoiyt U nay appear unne- 
ceisary to enter into encomiums on (he particuler parts taken by the several Commanders ; the 
cosiclndon says more on the subject than 1 have language to express ; the spirit which animated all 
was the same ; when all exert themselves xealously in their country’s servicep all deserve that their 
high merits should stand recorded ; and never was high merit more conspicuous than in tbe battle 1 
have described.” — Auxiral Colling wood’s DisrATCH. The weather became so boisterous on 
tbe 2211(1 and 23rd « two days after the battle, as exposed the fleet to great danger; many of the prises 
<13 or 14 in number) broke the tow-rope, and drifted fhr to leeward before they were got hold of 
again ; and some of them drifted upon tbe aliore and sank. Admiral GoUingwood, in these cirenm* 
stances, determined to destroy all the captured mliips that could be cleared of the men, considering 
(hat keeping possession of them was a matter of little^confeeqnencc, compared with the chance of their 
falling again into the enemy’s hands. This wus accordingly elfccted. Four ships only of the many 
captured were brouglii into port.* There were 40U0 troops embaiked, under tbe command of Gen. 


last moment of bis life, which now ebbed fast, his solicitude for^e event of the action never ceased ; 
every consideration, save tbe ansCious wish for the glory of his countiiy, being doAnaut in him. He 
constantly, wliil| below, demanded the iiew.s of the battle, and expressed the most lively satisfaction 
ou being told it went well. About four his amciidy became lActreine, and he repeatedly sent for Capt. 
Hardy, who funglit his ship. This officer, iiowevcr, could not consistently witlt prudeneef then quit 
the deck ; at length, however, seeing the enemy s riking their colours ou every side, or flying the 
scene of action in confusion, assured of victory, Capt. Hardy carried the glad tidings to the dying 
hero, wlio after thanking God most fervently for the event, that he had tiirvived long enough to have 
it made known to him, and that he had been enable|l once more to do bis duty to his country,— 
shoitly after expiretl without a groan I 

In this place we consider the prayer of the Immortal Nelson, on going to battle, may be most ap- 
propriatcly imroduccti. A beautirnl letter written by the late King, when Prince Regent, on the death 
of this hero, is given in our last volume, p. 132. 

“ May the great God whom I worship, grant to my country, and for Uic benefit of Europe In 
general, a great and glorious victory f and may no misconduct in any one tarnish it 1 and may 
humanity, after victory, be the permanent feature in the Jliitish fleet. For myself, individually, 1 
i’oininit iny life to Him w'lio made me, and may his blessing light upon niy endeavours for serving 
my king and country faithfully. To Him 1 resign in>sell, and the Just cause which is entrusted to 
me to defend.— *Ainun.” 

** All tlie virtues which could adorn human nature were to be found in the illnstrions Nelson. The 
attiibnte of mercy yas what most eminently distinguished him. In the language of the poet, It was 
not his wish to 

’ Wade through slaughter to a throne, 

Or shut the gates of mercy on mankind.’ 

It wes impossible the glorious example of such a man could be without a corresponding effect on the 
rliaractcr of others, lii this way was to be considered the conduct of many of those wh (4 were placed 
under his command.*’— Lord Haw kesbiiry'.s Speech, Parliamentary Debates, Vol. 0, 1800* “The 
life and achicvenicnts of Ij«ird Nelson would continue to animate the British Navy to tbe end of 
time." — Lord Castleroa^h’s Speech, Ib. 

* Abstract, showing Ifjw the combined fleet was disposed of: — Sent to Gibraltar 4 ; destroyed 15; 
in Cadi/, wrecks fl ; ditto serviceable 4 ; escaped 4; total 33. Names and Rank of the flag-officers of 
the combined fleets: — Admiral ViII(:iieiive,t Coiiiroander-fn.Cbief, Buceiitaurc, taken; Admiral Don 
Frodcrico Gravimi, Principe de Asturias, escaped into Cadis, wounded in the arm ; Vice-ildmiral 
Don Igiiafio Maria D’Aliva, Santa Ana, severely wouiKled in the bead, taken, but was driven into 
Cadix; Rear-Admiral Don Baltaxar lAdalgo Cisneros, Sautissima Trinidada, taken; Rear-Admiral 
Miigoii, Algesiras, killed ; Rear Admiral Diiinaiioir, Formidable, escaped. 

SHIPS T.«KKN«OR DXSTROfSU. 

French. • Spanish. 


Swiftsure, 71, (formerly British). 

Fougeux, 74. 'j 

Indoiiiptable, 8^. | 

Biiccntaure,,80. ^Afterwards wrecked. 
Berwick, 74. I 

L’Aigle, 74. J • 

L’Altnlle, 74. Blew up during the action. 
Redoubtable, 74. Sunk after Uie aclioiu 
liitrepidc, 74. Burned. • 


San Ildefonso, 74. 

San Juan Ncpomaceiio, 74. 
B.ahama, 74. 

Monarca, 74. ^ 

San Francisco de Asls, 74. ] 
£1 Kayo, 100. | 

Neptuno, 84. J 

San Augustin, 74. Burned. 
Saiitiksiina Trinidada, 138. ) 
Argonaiita, 80. $ 


'Afterwards wrecked. 


Sunk after the 
action. 


t On Admiral Villeiienve’s return from tbe West Indies, the French official paper, the Moniteur, 
had seveiely glanced at his conduct. Buonaparte had .ilso spoken sarcastically of him, and it was 
generally understood that his command was about to be taken from him. Stung and mortified by 
these clieninstaiices, he determined, contrary to tiie wish of tbe Spaniards, to give battle to Loid 
Nelson, who anxiously awaite'd him. He considered that a victory over the graatest naval hero 
cif the age would have redeemed his character and covered him with glory, while a defeat could have 
Hotted but little additional disgrace to liis state of liuuiUiatiou. 
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CoDUinta^ who was tokoiHwUh Admiral VlUcncuve, in the Bacea(ftui*c. The low on board the 
Victory, liord Nelson’s flap-ship, was more severe than that of any other ship ; Vice-Admiral C<rt- 
lingwooil's ship was the next greatest sufl'erer. The total loss of the English in this dn*adful battle 
was:-»officers 30 killed, OS wounded; seamen, &c. 387 killed, 1090 wounded; making 423 killed, 
and 1194 wounded ; Total 1587, The number of killed, wounded, and drowneti of the combined fleets 
is. not known, but roust have been immense. Admiral CoUingwoiNl issued a General Order for a 
Thanksgiving Day on account of this glorious victory.* — St. Pedro, (Spanish,) corvette, 10 guns, 70 
ipcn, taken by the Iris, 32, T. Lavro, at sea. — 22. Amphion, (Spanish,) ketch, 12 guns, 70 men, 
taken by- Latona, 38, T. L. M. Gosselin, at sea. — 29. Le President, (French,) brig, 4 guns, 70 men, 
taken by the Narcissus, 32, R. Donnelly, coast of Afrian. 

November 3.-— Tlie four French ahips-of-tlic-line which had escaped from the battle of Trafalgar, 
taken by Commodore Sir Richanl Strachan, off Cape Ortegai.f ** At half-past three the action 
ceased, the enensy having fought to admiration, ami not surremlering till their sliipS were unmanage- 
able.” ** If any thing could add to the good opinion I liad already formed of the officers ami crew 
of the Caesar, it is their gallant conduA in this day’s battle.” ” Tlte Captains of the sbips-of the-liiie 
and ftigates speaff in high terms of their officers and ship's coMpauics.” — Dispatch. — 5. A 
Thanksgiving-day was* onlered for the victory of Tr.Hfalgar. Golondrina, (Spanish,) Jugger, 4 guns, 
90 men, teken by the Poinonc, 38, W. A. Lobb, cubist rof Spain. — 10. Uitcr, gun-orig, Lieut. T. 
Wingate, 14 B. 1801, run aground and desti'oycd near Calais, crew saved. — 13. Tlie Vengeur, 
(French,) brig, 14 guns, 56 men, taken by the Crniser, sloop, 18, J. Hancock, CbaiineL — 18. Wood- 
lark, gun-brig, Lieut. Thomas limes, 14 B. 1768, run aground and destroyed near St. Valery ; crew 
saved. Les Dos Aaares, (Spanish,) schooner, 2 guns, 36 men, taken by the Bacchante, 20, R. 
Alacdonnell, Jamaica Station. — ^21. Bcllona, (Freiirh,) schooner, 4 gnns, 50 men, taken by tlie 
Reiiard, sloop, 18, Jeremiah Coghlan. — ^25. Brilliano, (Spanish,) lugger, 5 guns, 55 men, taken by 
the Atirieiiz, 18, J. iohnstoue, otf Portugal. 

December. — Pigeon, schooner, J. S. Bnckraft, 4 P. 1805, lost off the Texcl; crew saved, but 
made prisoners. — 10. Andromeda, (French,) 4 guns, 43 men, taken by the Spider, schooner, 14, 
lieiit. H. Shaw, Meiliterranean. — 16. L’Eliaabeth, (French,) 14 guns, 102 men, taken by the 
Kingfisher, sloop, 18, N. D. Cochrane, Leeward Islands. — 23. Sir Robert Calder tried by court- 
martial for not bringing the French fleet a second time to action.^-— 24. La Febre, 40, (Frencli,) 
taken by La Loire, 40, F. L. Maitland, and L’Rgyptienne, 40, Lieut. P. C. Haiultield, (acting,) otf 
Ruchfort. Napoleon, (French,) sliip, 32 guns, 2<'>0 men, driven on shore and wrecked near the Cape 


* Tlie honour of an Earldcmi to the representatives of the revered Nelson, with the accompaniment 
of a national residence and the means of due dignity, and a liberal provision to Lady Nelson, were 
quickly acconled by tbc King and Parliaineiu. An annuity of 20001. per annum, ami a Peerage, 
were awarded to Admiral Cuilingwood, w'hich the duration of a life worn out in the service did not 
permit him to enjoy ; and the Onlcr of the Bath to the thiid in cuimiiand, who, already ennobled by 
birth, now doubly scaled it in glory. The City of London voted its freedom gnd a swortl of 200 
guineas value to Adniiral Collingwood, and the freedom and a sword of 100 guineas value to Ixinl 
Nortiicsk. 

t Sir Richard Strachan’s sqimdron condsted of the Csesar, 80 gnns; Hero, 71, Hon. A. H. Ganli- 
ner; Courageux, 74, Richard Lee; .iiid Narniir, 74, L. W. Halsted ; accompanied by the Santa 
Margarita, 36, W, Rathbonc; yEolus, 32, fxnri William Fitzroy ; Phwiiix, 3^, Thomas Baker; and 
Revolntionairc, 36, H. Hothain. The French consisted of the Dugnay Troiiin, 74, (since Implacable,) 
Capt. Toufllct ; Formidable, 80, (since Braavc,) Rear-Admiral Dninanoir ; Mont Blanc, 74, Capt. 
Viiiegrcy ; and Scipion, 74, Capt. Baronger. The action began abont noon, and ended at half- past 
three o’clock. Tlie British had only 24 killed and 111 woimde^ This small loss arose, as explained 
In tlie dispatches, fiom the enemy having (a usual fault with Frencli sailors) « fired high,” and the 
English (a corresponding virtue in our seamen) having ” quickly closed.” The thanks of Parliament 
were given for this service; also a pension of 1000/. «to Sir Richard ; and the City of London voted 
him its freedom and a sword of 100 gnineaa value. * 

I That 15 sail-of-thc-line (Sec July 22nd), sliould not only withstand 20 of those of the enemy, and 
three large 50 gnn ships, but also capture two of their largest vessels, was an event certainly well 
calculated to maintftin the character of supf.*rioiity which the Navy of England so JiAtly challenges. 
It had happened, unfortunately, that the Admiral’s dispatches, as well as the verbal report of the 
ofiicer who brought them home, gave the strongest foundation for the belief tliat the action would be 
renewed upon the following day ; the result of which, to an epemy already beaten, must be deemed 
almost total destruction. The public disa{ip>>intiiient was, therefore, extreme, when intelligence 
arrived which put an end to all hopes of the kind, and led to the belief that the shattered squadrons 
of the enemy liad gained, without farllier mbiestation, a Spanish port. The murmurs of disapproba- 
tion at the conduct of the British Admiral were so little restrained, that Sir Rol&rt CaMer retifrned 
to England to demand an investigation of his proceedings. He was accordingly tried by« court- 
martial, and the Court decided that the Adniiral had not done his ntmost to take or destroy every 
ship of Uic enemy wiiich it was his duty to engage, but at the same time ascribed such conduct to 
error in judgment, and sentenced him to be severely reprimanded. Sir Robert had at tliis time 
meritorlonsly served for forty years, and was Captain to Earl St. Vincent on the proud day which 
gave that brave officer his title. «. 
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of Good Hope by the Narcissus, M, R. Donnelly. — ^28. Lc General Blanchard, (French,) 16 gnns, 
130 men, taken by tkcTavonrlte, sloop, 18, J. Davie, Coast of Africa. 

Durlne this year Buonaparte had vigorously pursued his plans for the invasion of Great Britain, 
having 160,000 men encamped on the French coast, while bis Ootilla* was assembled at Boulogne. 
The whole was, however, broken up on the commencement of the war with Russia and Austria. 


OBITUARY. 1805. 

October 23. Rear-Admiral R. Palliser Cooper, on the Superannuated List. 

November 23. At his seat at Sidmonton, Hants, Admiral Sir Richard Kingsroill, Bart, aged 74. 

COXMANDING UPFICEIIS WHQ LOSt THEIS LIVES IN THE SERVICE. 

Vice-Admiral Right Hon. T.ord Visrounl Nelson, Victory, 100, killed* « 

Post-Captain William Henry Jervis, Toniiant, 80, drowned.t 
Post-Captain George Dutf, Mara, 74, killed. * 

Post-Captaiii John Cook, BhUcrophon, 74, kilted. 

Commaude^ William Temple, Gcolan sloop, 16, drowned. 

Comiuamler Henry Burke, Seagull brig,e18,*drow'ne<l. * 

Commander James Toppel, Hawke sloop, 18, drowned. 

Commander William Woolsoy, Papellon sloop, 18, drow'iied. 

Lieutenant J. Eddes Baker, Winchelsca, 32, drowned 12Ui April, in endeavouring to join his 
ship from New Southend, Essex, the jolly boat ufMetting. ^ • 

Lieutenant James Marshall, j; Watchful gun- brig, JL4, drowned. 

Lieutenant William Scott, Alihorpc, (hired entter) 10, drowned. 

Lieutenant T. S. Pacey, Mary, (hired cutter) drowned. 


* State of the French Flotilla at the diflfei'ent Ports of France on the 20th July 1805, with the num- 
ber of men and borses it was destined to can-y. 
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Twelve regiments of cavalry and twenty-three of infantry were ordered to be stationed on the 
coasts of France, and noncare included in the above statement, and also the ditterent vessels bought, 
bnilt, and the great number of fishing-boats ordered to be ready to embark trOops, &c. to Dieppe, 
Havre de-Grace, Rochelle, Rochfort, St. Malu^ all not included in the preceding account ; according 
to the French inforniatiun received by the French Govcriiinciit, the military t'oixe of Great Britain 
was ascerialned to be, vi*. 351,000 volunteers, 00,000*regiilar troops, 87,000 militia, 75,000 Iiisli vo 
liinteers, and 28,(100 sea fencibles. 

+ By the upsetting of his^barge as he was proceeding to Sir Charles Cotton (who commanded be-* 
fore Brest in the absence of Admiral Cornwallis) with intelligence respecting the enemy’s squadron. 
He was nephew and heir to Earl St. Vincent. 

; He was killed by a cannon-ball off the coast of Boulogne, at the moment he was ordering his moii 
to cheer. The shot entered his rigid side, just above the iiip-boiic, carrying a w.!i> bis bowels and 
some of the lower ribs. He was a brave ami meritoripns oliiccr, liad been 23 years a Lieideiiant, ami 
engaged in niimeioiis actions. 
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BIRTirS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 


BIRTHS. 

March S5Ui. At Noyadd Trefawr, in the coonty 
jMOf Cardigtiiit the liady of CapC. Charles Hope, of 
Jl. M. S. Tync/of a daughter. 

March 87th. The Lady of Llent. W. H. lAayd, 
R. N; of a daafthter. 

' Itfai^ 89th. The My of Capt. Scijeantson^ 
50th Regiment, of a daughter. 

At Stoke, tlje Lady of Charles BroWiu, Esq. 
Master of H. Caledonia, of a son. 

The Lady of the Hmi. Capt. Maude, R.N. 
of a daughter. ' ^ 

April 2nd. At Knbwhead Cottage, Airshire, the 
Lady of Llent W. Rowley Wynyard, R.Ncof ason. 

April loth. At Edinburghi the Lady of Rear- 
Admiral Campbell, of a son. 

April loth. At Brighton, the Lady of Capt. 
Towndiend, late of H. M. S. Columbia, of Ball's 
Park, Hertfordshiren of a son arid heir. 

April 18tb. The Lady of Capt Wliylock, R. M . 
of a daughter. 

April loth* The LB4y of Lieut EUis, of v 
daughter. 

April 19th. At Eastbourn, the Lady of D. B. 
Conway, Esq. Surgeon, R.N. of a sou. 

- April 10th. At Plymouth, the Lady of Lieut. 
Edward Tyndall, U.N. of a daughter. 

April 23qd. The Lady of Capt Parke, late Pay- 
master, R. M. of a son. 

April 83 i|mI. At Elm Grove, Sonthsea, the Lady 
of Lieut, ^f^uartermaster Hewett, R. M. of a 
daughter. 

MARRIED. 

March aoth. At Up Marden, Artliur Vansit- 
tari. Esq. of the 8nd Life Guards, sou of Lord 
Bexley, Co Dianh Sarah, third daughter of Gen. 
Crosbie, of Watergate Park. 

At Bath, Lieut. John Tylden, of the Royal Ar- 
tillery, to Catherine, eldest daughter of the late 
Colonel F- Willliims, of the Royal Marines. 

AprllSnd. At Manchester, Capt. W. D. Davies, 
of the Queen's Bays, to Susan Jane Forbes, only 
daughter of the l^te' John Abernetbie, Esq. 

Capt. Fox Maide, late of Che 79th Cameron 
Highlanders, eldest son of the Hon. William Ram- 
sey Manle, M.P. and nephew to the Earl of Dal- 
honsie, to the Hon. Miss Abercromby, eldest ' 
daughter of Lord and Lady Abcrcromby, and 
niece to Viscount Melville. 

April 5Ui. At Blatlierwyeke Park, Northamp- 
tonshire, by the Rev. J. Irvine Irvine, Com. John 
King,. K. N. to MargUfbt, daughter of the late 
JosefA'' Hajrisson, Esq. oL Tidd Mansion, Cam- 
bridge', and dster Co Everson Harrlsson, Esq. of 
Tolethorpe Hall, Rutlandshire. 

April 6(li. A‘t I’ly month, H. Gaswell, Esq. Sur- 
geon, of H. M. Druid, to Miss Susan Truman. 

April 9th. At St. Martin-in-thc-Pields, Lieut,' 

' R* P^^UbyA, Queen's Royal Regiment, son of 
Qapt. William Lloyd, R.N. to* 'Dorothea Maria, 
seemid daughter of the late Lieut.-Gen, Sir Henry 
Oakes, Bart. Mitcham Hall, Surrey. 

At Youghal, Capt. T. O. Partridge. 77th Regi- 
ment, to Mary Ann, youngest daughter of the 
late J. Bateman, Esq. of tliat town. 

lient. Kelsall, 83rd Regiment, to Arabella, only 
daughter of Joscpli Upsett, Esq. of Bally shanun. 


In Wexford, Lieut. Henry Lyster, -R* N. to 
Ellubeth, second daughter of the late Gen. Hatton. 

April 14th. At Richmond, Capt, Henry Jelf, 
adth Regiment, third son of Sir James Jelf, to 
Miss Clarissa Amelia Sharp, of KIncarrorhy, 
Perthshire, daui^ter of the late Major Sharp, of 
that place. 

April 16th. At Stonehonse Chapel, Lieut. R. 
W. Tracey, R.N. to Elizabeth, eldest daughter of 
W. Powand, Esq. of Cork. 

April IStli. Ac Athlonc, Capt. Thomas Walsh, 
of the 5tlr Regiment, to Aune, eldest daughter of 
William Spread/ Rsq* of that town. 

. ^ DEATHS. « 

March 34tli, 1831. At Wexham Lodge, Bucks, 
Lieiit.-Gen. Bioberts, East India Compioj's Ser- 
vice. 

Jan. lOtb. At Dublin, lient.-Golonel Tucker, 
late Royal Irish Artillery. 

Cai'TAINS. 

Sept.801h, 1830. Peers, li. p. 08od Foot. 

Sept. 25th. At Canada, Urievre, b. p. New- 
foundland Fencibles. 

Nov. 24th. Vassar, li. jj^ Igt Provisional Batta- 
lion of Militia. 

Feb. 18th, 1831. At Liverpool, Ridgeway, li. p. 
36tli Foot. 

March 6th. At Dungannon, Speer, h. p. 1st 
Foot. 

Oct. 16th, 1830. At Kirkee, Bombay, Thomp- 
son, Surgeon, 4th Dragoons. 

LIEUTli1«ANTS. 

August 15th, 1830. At Dominica, De Ravariure, 
li. p. doth Foot. 

Sept. 2l8t. At Berfaampore, Bengal, Fleming, 
40tli Foot. 

Sept. 20tli. At Bcriiaropore, Bengal, Mathew, 
4pili Foot, 

Oct. 22nd. At York, Upper Canada, Brooke, 
late 5th Royal Veteran Battalion. 

Oct. Mst. At Quebec^ Wcatberstone, h. p. 
Canadian Fencibles. 

Jail. 17th, 1831. Moorhead, h. p. 08th Foot. 

M'Kay, h. p. Srd West India Regiment. 

Feb. 7tli. Hoggiip, h. p. 7th Foot. 

Feb. 9th.* At Bonrdeaux, Walker, b. p. 7Ui 
Foot. 

• March 2iid. Raymond, li. p. 67th Foot. 

Mircli Ctli. At Leeds, Moss, ( Ak0Jiitaut of Leeds 
Rermltlng District.) 

March 7th. Bntler, 30tli Foot, on passage feoui 
New South Wales. 

Champion, h. p. 12th West India Regiment. 

August IHN. At Jersey, Cornet Griffiths, h. p. 
Waggon Train. 

^July 8^.* Armstrong, h. p. 2l8t Foot. 
quartkr-mastbks. 

Feb. 1831. Darenport, h. p. IGth Dragoons. 

Feb. 8tb.' Kenny, h. p. 32iHl Dragoons. 

March 1st. Hayes h. p. 2nd Fencilde Cavaliy. 

March lltli. Christian, h. p. 2nd Manx*Fenc. 

COMMISSARIAT DBPARTHBNT. 

Jan. 2lBt.'.1831. At Corfu, Assistant-Commis- 
sary Pccco, )i. p. 

Jan. 28th. At Gubrnscy, Assistant Commissary 
Gen. Corbin, li. p. , 

Capt. John Hamilton Edwards, 46th Reg. 
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Ipwch Mth. At BHdlnti near KnU*. Inland, 

1 Amt. Henry Fttcmanrlec, H.N. of the Frerei^ni<' 
^ervlGe. 

At Soathaea, Lieut. Nelson CoULngwood Sim- 
iiionds. R.N, 

At Corky Mr. Gun, Faner B.N. 

At Boihray Idieut. Cook, R.N. . 

Maroh dUt. Lost in a Steam-Packet off 
Savanwa, M^or-General M'Leod, CiB. Ap- 
|K>lnted Ensign in the 78th Boot in 1793, and Lie >- 
tenant in 1704. He served at the .Cape of Good 
Hope in 1795, and waapresentT tiie three ac- 
tions, and at many skirmishes : he wasjslso present 
at the capture of the ilntch aquadroii in Saldan- 
ha Bay. He whs a||>poiated to a company in 
the 06th Foot, and suhsequently Mturnetl to Eng- 
land ; the regimwt being drafted, and the olfic<^ 
placed on half pay, and from thence appoinual id 
1700 to the 4th Foot. He served on the staff Jn 
England and Ireland; afterwards )n the 'Helidfer 
expedition ; and was in the actions of the Opd and 
6th of October in Holland. liM803, he obtained 
a majority in the 4th Foot, and waa placed on 
half-pay at the peaces In 1803, he was restored 
to full-pay, and employed on the staff In England, 
till June 1604, when he wasnptraintcd to the 96th 
Foot. He next served in the exfiOdition to'Bonth 
America, and was engaged in the attack upon • 
Buenos Ayres. He aflerwwis served ill Spain 
an4 Portugal, and was present at the battle of 
Cotnnna. In 1809, he received the Brevet of 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; In 1810, waa appoiiltcd Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of the Hoyals ; in I8i9, Colonel in 
the army ; and in 1830, Major-Generdl. 

April Ist. At Plymouth, Com/Thopias Bond,. 
R.N. (retired.) 

April 3rd. Capt. Mndie, R.N. in the 76ih year 
of his age. 

April 4lh. At his apartments in the ^slum at 
Greenwich Hospital, Capt. Donald M*lif0d, R.N. 
C.B., aged 54 years. This officer entcrerl the 
Navy at an early age, and.arter having served the 
usual period, passed his examination for Liciite. 
nant, to which rank he was promoted Jan. Snd, 
1794. He subsequently served iii.4lie Namur and 
several other ships ; and on the 29lh April, 1802, 
was promoted to iBe raiUk of Commander. At the 
renewal of hostUiUds in 1803, He was in May of 
that year, appointed, to cpintnand the Sulphur 
Bomb-vessel, in which behMlsted at the attack on 
B>e gun-vessels and other cruft and batteries on* 
the pier of GranVilfe; by Sirlames SauroareB, iff 
the Ceiterua, Capt* Selby, on the 13th Sept. 1815. 
In the Catamaran expedllloni'^(as it was tetStted,) 
against the Boutogne flotilla, ke was the senior 
commander, artH althongh #the attempt was not 
attended with any favourable results, it afford- 
ed Capt. M*Leod an opportniAy 
much abiUty, Capt. M-Wod ^s next «jpp»ifited 
to command the 'Cygnet ; 'hud ton ^ 9^d Jaq, 
1806, he was proAiotcd to the.jfank Of Captain. 
During the expedition agalust^^penhagen. In 
'1807, he corotnanden tBa Supafb,'^4,) bearing the 
pendant of Commodore (now Sir Richard) Keats; 
and he afterwards oerved, on thq prom^lon 
that gallant officer to the rank of Repr-AdmirW, 
as his Flag-Captain, and also to ROar-AdmirG 
William A. Otway, and to .Vice-Admiral John 
Holloway, when the latter commanded at Jfew- 
foundiand. In 1810, Capt. M'Leod snperintend^ 


the impress service at Liverpool, where he re- 
mained until the termination of hostilities.'^ On 
the escape of Buonaparte from Elba, Uear-Adinl. 
ml W. H. Scott hoisted Ids flag as Commander- 
itt-Chief in the Downs, and Capt. M*Lcod became 
his Flag-captain ; and in Dec. 1815, after the ex- 
tension of the Order of the Bath, Capt. M*l«od 
was nominated one of the Companions. After 
Admiral Sedtt sfriick Ills flag, Capt. M'Leod was 
net employed until 1810, When he was apdoiuted 
to topMntend the sUpe' in utdinary at Chatham, 
where he rcmained'iintfl IftS ; and on the ipth 
Aprils 162!^ was apjMttnted owe. pf ihe Oaptaihlt of 
Greenwich’ HospltU»''wb^ on promotion last 
yeaPofOapt. M^KIeddy to >liie iNtok of Rear-Ad- 
nilral, be aueccedfd 'that olBc^ as sopeiintendant 
of the boys in the lower scwbl of that establish- 
Uient.' Bapt. M*Ledd bus left fewidow and family . 
to laitient his loss, y " * 

Afhis residence ncarGllfton,Capt.Walton,R,N. 
Mr. Si Gpqbe. Muster, R.N1 
April Oflii ' Mr. lames,. B; Sandercomb, tatc 
Purser,' of- fi<. M.'^S. Chanticl^r.' 

April 6tb.< At Whitchill; near Glas^dfr, in con- 
sequence of the- wounds which hu received at the 
-'battle of Rrganitt,- ih the East'Tudlet, in 1803, 
James Donald, Rsq. fonneriy Captain and Pay- 
master of Hi^MaJesty^s p4tb''Regiinent. 

April 7th. ‘Geherjd the of Mnigrave, 

6.C.B. His Lurdsblp'a mmtory career com- 
menced during the Araerieiln'’HVar : be a]Tived.'at 
toe rank of LientenanbColonurin 1780; and in 
1809, became a fullOneral. |1 p served in Ame- 
rica f^om early in 1776 tothq eiid of iTTB ; in the 
Westlndies In fraO ; and in ItOO, commanded at 
Tonlon. In the following year, he served in Zea- 
land ; and in 1709, he was employed on a mili- 
tary mission to the Archduke Charles and Marshal 
Siiwarruff. He was a principal member of thp 
Pitt, Perceval, and UverpooV Administrations, 
filling in succession the offices of Chancellor of 
the Dnchy of Lancaster, Secretary of^State for 
Foreign Affairs, Fint Lord of the Admiralty, and 
Master-General of the Ordnance, the last he re- 
signed in 1818, when he wait succeeded by the 
Duke of Wellington. Hiif^rdship had been for 
some years in a declining state of health, and at 
Iqpgili closed a roeriioriods life Ih ills 77th year, 
at his scat, Mnigrave Castle, Yorkshire. Lord 
Mulgrave, at the time of his death, Was Colonel of 
toe 3 1 St Foot«7Ui(l Govefbor of SfaPborongh Cas- 
He it: sncctf ded in his title and estates by 
his eldest soffViwbnnt Normanby. 

Apriflltli. C^ncl flobert Murray Maegregor, 
late of the East India Company’s Service. 

April 14th. At Hasla^Hqlpital, Lieut. C. Ro- 
bertson, R.M. to " ‘ 

April loth. At lils^onse in Wigmvc4tre^t, 
Lieat.-Gen. Sir Wiliiam^^Paybe Galltyey, Bart. 
Colonel of the Dragoon Gdqgds*— wbituary 
next month. ^ ^ 

, A|lrll 22nd. Capt. Thomas C. Wilson, late of 
the 3rd King's Own Light DragoonUii ^gi^jW . 

April 22nd. A^^Is rcsltace. In ^ilqfining, 
Uent-Golonel Fietdcr King, m hli fSth year. 

April 23rd. At Portsmouth, Lieut. John Derby, 
fl70d) Warden ef that Dock-yard. 

April 20tbii In Harley street, Lieut.-6eneral 
Lord Walsinghara, UenU -Colonel of the lat Dra- 
goons. (An Obituary in our next.) 
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NAVAL BATTLES. 

« 

Palmate qui meruit terat.** ^ 

« 

Wk have just sctutinized a sound Kttle volokne* of inquiry into 
thte deduct of .Byrouj Oraves^ Hood, and Rodney^^hose gallant 
chiefthins of the g^ old school,^ which Nelson justly boasted to have 
been nursed in. Capt. White wntes jirith a manly firmness, yet so free 
from egotism, that We sou^ely perceive him to have been an 
witness of what he describes and althpngh we are hot absolufely taken 
in tow bjr him, yet^we cordially approvq of the clear and tactim course 
of reasoning by wbicb he has divestqd some gei^eteUy recqi^d (q^inions# . 
on certain naval movements, of |ha intricacies aiid contradictions wbidi 
have hitherto enveloped^ them, xhe firsfr duty which devolved upon 
the author, was a serious" oni,t*^np less thqn to hdute the statements of 
Ekins, Cleije, and othm,Vho have, fought tbo bafjklea of those brave 
leaders upon oonceptions of their own : and in this lie has completely suc- 
ceeded. Nay morOt-^he has exp&ed, oy positive proof^ that garbled do- 
cuments have been imposed on the public ; and it must make the gallant 
Admiral ride rather uneasy at hjs moorings, on discovering how Impli-, 
citly he has steered by a false light, and thereby been the involuntary 
means of scattering unmerited obloquy on oificers, whose memory should 
be embalmed in their country's pride and gratitude. Nor is this the 
only objection we have to *ltir desultory quarip on ^ Navul Battles/* A 
work which is likely to be studied gs a pilot by tho^ nUYsl youths who 
arc preparing for the momentous duties which await them, shonld bear 
fewer marks of negligence iU detail, and obscurity in deduction, than 
unfortunately it now possesses. As an instance, we would *^demand 
who could, upon that evidence alone, estimate the disparity between 
the glorious uattle of the Nlle,''and the destruction of the Turks at 
Navarino ? But we trust the able and gallant author may yet give the 
Service a revised edition. 

We consider t|ie ** Naval Researches" as a remarkably useful pub- 
lication, b^use,*there buing always many more readers than rea^ners, 
prejudices’may, unless such pertinent criticisms are hove itt> easily be- 
come so rooted as to baffle the ardour o€ inquiry. Now We have always 
deemed the extravagant olaims set forth by the crafty scribes of the 
north, to their technical Mamus Ajfillo having caused the maritime 
greatness of thesc^xicalms, toTe | conspiracy *against« naval taljsut ; or, 
as Mr. BurchqU would have ^elegantly expressed it — "downright 
fudge.** With eq^ assumption might the hint in our last number be 
grappled a(f, anwikmw future " Heathen" declare to th^ World the 
obugatioQS wliich«\^llinglcp^Picton, and Ax^lesea, to the m^ 
tary ^hins pf Hqgg Nor^. find '^ir Walter ocott ! The Work which 
form tie bqsisf oflmpir adnlaflMon has acknowledged merits ; but they 
usually oved^k tlmt it assumes an enemy incapable of ^exertion, and 
disca^ the egtne^f tfmumstance add seamanship : for Such a 
the manageafaltl smps wliich Mr. Cferk was wont to carry in his pecUlt, 
and absolute control over tie evolutions of both fleets, are requisite » 

* Naval Beaeuches $# oc a dmdid inquiry into the conduct of Admirala«Byroii, 
Orsves, Hood, and Bodney.*’ By Oapt. T. VnRte, B. N. 1830. 

U. g. JOURN. No. 31. Jittix **> ** L 
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Sad^lilie, battUii*inuat first be fouht, is order to be dilated in 

^ Ae style of anticjnated damsels ^duHo^ tbe deal at whist, doling out 
reasons for trumping in the previous hand. 

Without refusii^ a just proportibn of approbation to Mr. Clerk, we 
own to the soft impeachment’* or differing from his indiscreet friends, 
rad ttitorty disbelieving that his book has been the means of working 
iu^dbange in naval taotics. Our scepticism is grounded upon some 
"'ttil|BaintaBce .with sea*life and eddies. We canndt credit its niarvel- 
iM influence, bedausO wejpersonliiy'know that so far from having be- 
SOilie a ^'^aniial? in the witisff Navy;"^ it Kos been but little read by 
(Ntilors >-^-oboause ild firsVeditioh floes fiot dbnvey the slightest concept 
lion of the^d^i^tic^dfl quotum i-^b^use its twaddle upon Rodney's 
viotoiy was writ^ for k'^ib^nd'impressicin, after the fight was fought ; 
because it wa0'abs^t4y'kn^silfle''fof so old b manceuyre as breaking 
the ^line^ to have'bew tO|^%'t[uknown^in'^ 1782 ;-^beeause we do not 
peroeiVe diet any b^ttlejoi^r time has been joined according to Mr. 
Clerks syiitein,' at ^mra'jn l4t@ editiOh of 17w;*uuless the accidental 
lenity dfi iklt Of Sr'^ofaii' Jervis, whfeh arose from wind, and weather, 
beAdau^ j-^bdcautb the imildu^ouy prcSfhce to^ the Tactics, reported 
to be t^tten«>by 4 Naval dwcer, contains' mertiofls which are not 
' Mme out b^ nacval testifiiony ; an^finally, because the candid exposi- 
tion of Sir Howard Douglas, is equally unshaken by the flippancy of 
the Quarterly il^view, and the insidious sophisms of the 'Edinburgh. 

Many iUuOTrious commaoders were indUCdd by entreaty to read the 
book, and every encomium which pi^tenesr dictated was duly display- 
ed, while the animadversions of candour were as duly suppressed. 

After studying the whole work,” says theveteiUu Howe, 1 think it 
Very ingenious ; but for my part, when 1 meet with an enemy, 1 am 
stUi resolved to fight him in the old way.” And in, this his lordship 
uttered the sentiments of every British' Seaman ; for with whatever 
advantage the Man of Eldin may be consulted, every contest must con- 
tinue to be regulated, in the old'way,” according to wind, wave, force, 
and all fhe train of accidents which prevent sea-hgfits from being re- 
duced to dynamic dreamiiigs. ^ 

It is due to this greatly agitated question t ojpy e, that Sir Gilbert 
Blane positively declares,’ though he spent a gni|f part of Us time in 
the Aamiral's c^oin, that neither in the course of the voyage, nor at 
any subsequent time, did Jbe evmr hear the' name of Mr. Clerk pru- 
nounced, either by Lord« Rodney,* oir^ Sif Charles jpouglas ; that he 
never saw his book in their possession ; and that he never heard of it 
till his return to Ehgland. And the gallant Admiral tmust also speak 
for himseW.* ^t the reouest^f the late Gen. R. Clbrk, who asked his 
opinion on the " Naval Tactics,” his Lordshi^^rote the following note, 
anioiigst oldiers . 

y And^ it is well known, that attempting to bring tu^a^ion the enemy, 
diip to ship, is contrary to comjnon sense, and a proof that that Admir^ is 
not an officer, whose duty is to takr advantage of an enemy^iand to bring, if 
possible, the whole fledi under his cqmfliand to attack half or part of that of 
th^ enemy, by which he will be sure of defeating the enemy; and taking the 
part attacked, and likewise defeating the other part by detail, unless they 
make^ a timely retreat. During all the commands Admiral Rodney had 
been intrusted with, he made it a rule to brinff Ais.wioie fwce against part qf 
*ihe enemj^s, and never was so absurd as to bring ship against ship, when the 
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enemy gave him an opportunity of acting otherwise ; and, as he told the 
King, before any of his actions took place, that he would always take the 
lee-gage ; iirst, because it prevented tfie enemy’s retreat ; secondly, because 
if any of his ships were disabled, by putting their helm a-weather, the next 
ship closed the line, and secured the disabled ship/' 

Capt. White’s Researches’* open with a disquisition on the en- 
gagement between Byron and D’Kstaing, oif Grenada; and he warmly 
controverts the sarcasm in AdnfSral Ekins’ work, that with Britisn 
intrepidit)r it might have ended ptoriously,” by demonstrating, diet 
neither skill nor energy were wanting. He then jua$ifies aH the steps 
which were adopted ; shows that both Clerk and Ekinif have mis- 
conceived the mode and intention of the madoeiyrres of.Olir fleet ; and 
proves th^ the conduct displayed^ bjr its excellent cpmmander-in-chief 
•—though ne fought with mor^her^m tfian fortune— was entitled to 
admiration. With respect tp the plan of attack proposed by the author 
of ** Naval Battles/’ it is only necessary tp observe that, as the two 
fleets were never situated as the proposer assumed, refutation is unne- 
cessary : nor indeed need a moment Be lost in considering a plan which 
suggests no proceedings ulterior to assault, in case of mfflculty or re- 

K ^se: and which supposes the adversary to be unversed in tactics. 

e sketch is concluded by an exposition of the art by which the mis- 
representations relative to this affair have been supported ; and as Capt. 
White’s pages may not fall into all naval hands, which by the by they 
ought to do, we subjoin the ^hole ppsaage^^ with a view of pointing out 
the injurious tendency of the curtailments.' 

la order to place the subject fairly before the reader, I will subjoin 
those parts of Admiral Byron’s public letter which have been so unceremo- 
niously abridged, distinguishing those passages which Rear-Admiral Ekins 
has omitted, by printing them between brackets thus [ ]. 

" Extracts, with observations thereon. 

‘ The signal was made for a general chase [in that quarter,* — as well as 
for Rear-Admiral Rowley to leave the convoy i\ and [as not more than four- 
teen or fifteen of the enemy's ships appeared to be of the lineyfrom the position 
they were in, the signal was made] to form and engage as they could get iip.'f 

** The enemy ap pe i w^n g not to exceed, at that time, fourteen or fifteen 
ships of the line, l^^piot but think that the signals to chase, to form as 
convenient, and to dfgi^e as the ^ips could get up wuth the enemy, were 
decidedly the most judicioml that could have been made, under the above 
circumstances ; even if it had been thft Commander-in-Chief *s intention to 
attack the enemy’s van — which it^wos riot /--bat 'which both Mr. Clerk and 
Rear-Admiral Ekins seem determined to maintain as au incontrovertible 
fact,:^ or else, why was the above passage rejected by the latter writer ?,’ 

# extract. 

* But the enemy getting, the breeze [of wind about that ^tmc,§l drew out 
their line [from the cluster they were f»,J by bearing away and forming to 
leeward on the starboard tack, [which shewoi their strength to be very dtffb- 
rent from our Grenada intelligence ;\\ for] it was plainly discovered they had 


• The S.Mh quarter, doubtless.” 

+ Clerk's Tactics.” , 

$ ** See the first ‘ Observation' in page 78 of ‘ Naval Battles. * 

§ The time alluded to was when the weather ships of the enemy’s fleet bqgan 
tp,fire at the Sultan, Prince of Wales, and Boyne t the Three Spips that led into 

Xhis intelligence, 'as before described, wils communicated by the two schoou- 
• I. 2 
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thSrty-firar ghips-of-war, [ttoeniy'^ or twmty^sevm qf wtidiWre 0/ the line^ 
md many cftheee appeared of great force. Howbvbe] tbe general chase was 
continued^ and the signal was made' for clos^ engagement; \but our utmost 
^j^rts could not effect that;'] the enemy indiistrioosly avoided- it^ by always 
hearing up when our ships got near them ; [andJ was sos^ to observe^ tl^ 
their superiority over us in sailing, gave them ihe option of distance, which 
dkey availed themselves of, so as to prevent our rear, from ever getting into 
action/*] - c - 

As the importance or non-impertance of the omitted passages^ given 
above speak for themselves, they stand in need of no observation to 
strengthen ^eir claim to the reader’s attention, except to notice the gallant, 
though prosc^bed * however* 

• EXTRACT. 

** * The 8hii>8 that suffered most .ware the ships the action began with,t 
fANo] the Grifton, Capt. GoUiugwood^ Cornwall, Capt. Edwards^ and Lion, 
Gapt. Cornwallis. The spirited example of Vice-Admiral BarringtQjQH[wi/h 
the former three] exposed them to a severe ffre in making the attack ; \and 
the latter three mppeniny to be to leeward, sustained the fire of the enemy* s 
whole line, as it parsed on the starboard taek/X\ 


** As some of my readers may not have it in their power to refer to the 
R'ork entitled ' Naval Battles,' &c. I shall take the liberty of transcribing 
the above extract as it is given by Rear-Admiral Ekins, to enable them to 
form a comparison. 

** ' The ships that suffered, moat were those the action began with; the 
ships of Captains Collingwood, Edwards, and Cornwallis: the spirited 
example of Admiral Barringtoh exposed them to a severe fire in making tho 
attack.'§ 


How could that be the case when Captain Collinipvood's ship was hext ‘ 
to the Princess Ro^al in the centre, and Captains Edwards and Cornwallis 
were in the rear with Rear-Admiral Parker ? That these ships sustained 
injury in making the morning attack is very certain, but from very different 
causes than those assigned by the above extract ; unless it were possible for 
them to be in the van, centre, and reer at the same moment of time. 

Mr. Clerk speaking of this action says, * the ships in the van were 
exposed, for a long time, to a heavy fire, they could not return.* 

** Admiral Barrington could have immediately the fire of tho 

enemy, but as it would have been throwing Bway|||Hbr^and ball, he very 
wisely delayed doing so for ten or twelve minutes, rajBpving got doser, he 
opened a destructive fire on the French oentre,JJ an^^nUl more destructive 


ers that escaped from Orenadw on the apprcmcli of the French fleet ; which intel- 
ligence at the time they left the island might have been correct, as the vessel sent 
to reconnoitre Fort Ro;^ Bay, Martinique, on the Ist or 2nd of July, reported to 
Admiral Byrop that thirteen laige ships were seen there, with a flag if the fore on 
board one of them ; . no doubt to deceive. These ships might have been De la 
Motte Piquet’s squadron, who had only arrived there three days l)efore B’Estaing 
sailed for GrCUad^ and might have remained for a day or twe after.'* 

* “ Cl^^ Tactics.” * 

+ Viz. the Sultan, Prince of Wales, and Boyne. By the omission of the 
conjunction — and, — the laurels these ships acquired are transferred to the Onifton, 
Cornwall, and Lion.” ** 

$ “ Qerk’s Tactics.” 

It « ‘ Naval Battles,’ Ac. Ac. Ac.” 

]| Forty minutes only elapsed between the time of the French beginning to 
fire, at the greatest possible distance a shot would go^ and the Sultan passing close 
a-stem of the last viip in their line, _ during thirty of whi^ the British van were 
chM^y engy^ while crossing.''^ 
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one on thehr near;- Bla, line of inarch taking him very close to them. How . 
long Mr. Clerk’s. .‘ 4^. lasted he not eonciescended to inform his 
reader. Had the aita<^ ,heen in the manner he supj^osed it to have been, 
doubtless a * hng ^A^'would haVe elapsed ere .Admiral Barrington could 
have returned thaeiietny’s fire* 

** Had Admiral &yron,^ as Mr/ Clerk represents him to have done^ chased 
N.W. in order to brmg on tfie efigago^ent/when the French fleet were first 
seen^ he would have been runningiiaway fromj instead of advancing towards 
the enemy. . ' . • 

'As Mr. Clerk's remaining observations on this action, are founded on 
the erroneous idea that Admiral Byron brought on the en^agemdnt bjr mak- 
ing ah attack on the enemy’s van, when he intact bpgan it o/ assailing the 
enemy’s rear, it would, be a waste of time to ai'tempt to refute arguments 
grounded ^on such false data. I cannot, however, but remark, that he has 
shown so muck ingenuity in the» eifection of a superstructure on so sandy a 
foundation, that none but those who have Uie opportunity to obtain better 
information than fell to his lot to be furnished with, could doubt of its 
authenticity, or question its correctness.” • 

The action off the Chesapeak is then critically investigated ; and the 
writer, in a fair and impartial analysis, completely exonerates Sir 
Samuel Hood from the charge of dilatoriness in obeying the signals of 
his commanding oflicer,*— <i8 also Admiral Graves from that of not 
having exerted himself in aid of the British army. And here, besides 
exposing the mutilation of the official report, he has to reprove Admiral 
Ekins for quoti^ that part^-pander, the Political Magazine,” as 
sufficient authority for censuring the conduct of a commander, who was 
expected to refit where no resources existed, and who, to catch the 
enemy at anchor, must have rendered himself invisible. By a conve- 
nient mode of argument, this writer assumes, as incontrovertible posi- 
tions, that which nobody else admits, and then boldly deduces such 
conclusions from them, as will best accord with, and establish his state- 
ments. 

It should be remembered that Admiral Graves, in taking up Ar- 
biithnot’s command, did not find it a bed of roses : the au^ices were 
unfavourable ifi oi|f land operations ; and the fleet of De Grasse was 
hourly expectedJBj^operate with that of Count de Barras, at Rhode 
Island. Aware jraKbuch an overwhelming superiority would defy 
opposition, the HPmsh Admi^, with only nineteen sail of the line, 
put to sea, in hopes of preventing the junction of the enemy’s two 
divisions, and even of effecting their discomfiture in succession. Steer- 
ing for the mouth of the Che&Apeak, the &e was seen on the morning 
of the 5th of September 1781^ and Admiral Graves, with the cool gal- 
lantry w]|^ich always distinguished him, stood onwards, under courses, 
top-sails, and top-gallant-sails, with a fresh steady breeze. In the 
afternoon, when the tide served, the enemy got under v^ay, and ran 
to leeward of the* British 41eet, forming the line of battle as they drew 
from the luhd. They were now discerned to consist of twenty-four 
heavy men-of- war, a* circumstance which first convinced the English 
that Count 9e Grasse was actually arrived. Meantime, our fleet boldly 
advanced, until its van had passed so far on the contrary tack t< 4 that 
of the French, that the enemy’s headmost vessel was almost abreast of 
sOur flag-ship, the London. The signal was then ,m«de to wear ; and 
:the English fleet approached that or the enemy a^lfltot as Be Grasse, 
who repeatedly edged away, would permit it'. At a quarter past four 
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d'dock a eanflonadlns begaki between tbe van of each fleet« and extend- 
ed progressively. l%e contest continued till sunsets when the French^ 
though not absolutely defeated, sheered off, and left us in possession of 
the Jield. The rival fleets continued flve days in sight of each other, 
repairing their damages, and manoeuvring, until Count de Grasse had 
obtained his object, by covering the arrival of M. de Barras, when he 
retired with liis fleet into the Chesapeak, and anchored across that 
river, so as to block up the passage^ No want of skill or gallantry was 
imputable j but the mortifying surrender of Earl Cornwallis, with 4017 
tnen, to an grmy of 21,000, gave this event all the inconvenience of a 
d{Scomflture,-^though claniour even could not colour it with disgrace. 
We are of opiaion that the manner in which Admiral Graves led his 
fleet into action, was one of very doubtful merit; and the^too early 
lasking hway of some of the .van ships, was an adverse circumstance. 
He had however a very superior foe to contend with ; and the critical 
pressure of the timescwas such, os permitted but little exercise of dis- 
cretion whether to flghi. or avoid i/;. Aware that on him depended the 
fate of the American Colonies, his card was a diflicult and perplexing 
one to play ; had he decided upon attempting to intercept the Rhode 
island squadron, instead of running direct for the Chesapeak, more ad- 
vantage to tlie cause might have resulted, — but as it was, he acquitted 
liimsdf like a gallant and skilful oflicerf Yet the tavern politicians of 
London were loud in their invectives, that nineteen indilferent ships, 
did not sink, burn, capture, or destroy, twenty-four of the flnest ships 
that had ever sailed from the ports of France ! 

In the diatribes of the day it was asserted, that Sir Samuel I^ood, 
and his gallant division, had been tardy in coming into action ; this 
our author indignantly refutes, and demands where Rear Admiral 
Ekins got his information : Bid that writer ever consult the Lon- 
don’s Log lodged in the Navy Office ? and will that Log, or the Log 
of any other individual ship in the fleet, confirm the statement thus 
published to the world ? If they do, 1 shall be induced to fancy that 
what 1 that day saw and heard, was a mere chimera of^the brain, and, 
that what I believed to be the signal for the lingi^as not a Union- 
jack, but an ignis^fatuus conjured up to mock me^^* 

Capt. White next proceeds to discuss^, the unusniffy bold measure by 
which Sir Samuel Hood attempted to preserve the valuable island of 
St. Christopher's from its beleaguers. This was a proud epoch in our 
naval annals, and equally iiidependehtrof Mr. Clerk and his system. 
The act of compelling an enemy of vastly superior force to quit an 
advantageous anchorage, dexterously 8iia|>ping up his berth, and intre- 
pidly defeating every attempt to force him from it, was an admirable 
lesson in tactics; and in studying the details, our admiration is 
divided, between the skill displayed by Sir Samuel in directing this 
masterly manoeuvre, and the bravery and precision with which it was 
executed by those under his orders. > 

When Count de Grasse had accomplished his intended 'operations in 
the Chesapeak, he proceeded to the West Indies ; though previous to 
atta&ing our interests in that quarter, he detached seven or eight sail 
of the line to escort a convoy to Europe, which had been detained at 
Cape Fran 9 ois, et^ since the preceding July, in order that he might 
keep his fleet entire. If tfie British Government," says Capt. 
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Whites " had sanctioned^ or a British Admiral had adopted such a 
measure^ however necessary to carry on an important political opera-* 
tion^ the one would have been turned out, and the other would have 
been hung : no wonder that they succeeded, and we failed/' 

De Grasse was speedilv followed by Sir Samuel Hood, who imme- 
diately repaired to Barbaaoes, and moored in order of battle^ in daily 
expectation of a hostile visit.* But the opportune arrived of this 
squadron, small as it was, frustrated the designs of the French,, who 
thereupon stood for St. Kitts, and there landed a force of 8,000 men. 
Hood having received intelligence that Gen. Fraser, with* his small 
garrison of 000 men, had retreated before^ the invaders, and were 
closely pressed in thb fortress at Brimstone-lrll, determined upon a 
casting d!e for their preservation. Instead therefore of awaiting the 
approach of an enemy, rendered arrogant by a successful warfare of 
four years, he resolved to confound his powerful antagonists by attack*- 
ing tliem as they rode at their anchors. For thi^ purpose, he put to 
sea, on the 14th of January 1782, apd having dmbarked Gen. Prescott 
and 700 soldiers — ^all tliat could spared from Antigua — expedi- 
uously bent his way, Avith a force of twenty-two sail of the line ; of 
these several were crazy, and six were of 64 guns, mounting only 24- 
pounders on their lower decks. 

On the night of the 23rd, as the fleet Avas sailing before the wind, 
the Nymph frigate most improperly hove-to, right a-head of the star- 
board division. The Alfred, Avhich Avas the leading ship, not perceiv- 
ing or expecting such a lubberly proceeding on the part of the frigate, 
had almost cut her in two before any preventive measures could be 
adopted. This accident sorely galled the ardent feelings of Sir Sa- 
muel ; but it is more than probable, that like the shower on the bow 
of the robber, in the fable, it was a providential mischance ; for an 
engagement Avith the French fleet at anchor, might have produced a 
disastrous result. At day-break, on the 24th, the signal Avas throAvn 
out, to form the line ; but the squadron Avas obliged to lie-to, through- 
out the day, tc^ effect the repairs of the Alfred. This delay induced 
the Count de ^ho Avas nowise deficient in courage, coolness, 

or conduct, to qaS^fs anchorage towards evening, and stand into the 
ofBng, that his sUpf might have full room to act, and thus secure the 
adArantages of their superfority in point of numbers. His force Avas no 
less than tAventy-nine sail of the line, of which the majority were the 
finest vessels in the Avorld. • * * 

Early on the 25th, the French fleet were formed in close order of 
battle, on the larboard tack, and about three leagues to leeward. 
Hood, wnose promptitude always equalled the urgency of the occa- 
sion, instantly perceived the advantage he could take of this mover 
ment ; and in order to ensure it, made every demonstratfon for imme- 
diate encouid^er, by sever^ baffling evolutions, Avhich had the effect of 
perplexing the enemy, and driving him still farther to leeward. Yet 
& was an aidcious suspense for Sir Samuel, between the hope of being 
able to gain the anchorage, and the probability of a compulsory battle, 
on very unequal terms, under sail. But the consummate spirit of the 
hero, and his reliance on his companions in arms, supported his firm- 
ness ; and his high feelings cannot be better pouiiitayed than in his 
official report. Would the event ora battle," he writes, determine 
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of the island/ 1 would without hesitation havO attacked the 
eheli^^ from a knowledge of how much was to be expected from an 
Bnglisir squadron^ commanded by rneiL among whom there is no other 
contention^ than who should be most forward in rendering service to 
his King and country ; herein I placed the utmost confidence^ and 
should not> I trust> have been disappointed/' 

About one o'clock in the afternooi^ the French had dropped to a 
considerable distancci in hop^ of profiting by the usual raange of 
wind^ when, watching the decisive moment, the British Admiral filled, 
rounded -l?qyis so closely, that the enemy could not get within him, 
and pushed at once for .Basseterre roads. It ^s not appear that 
Count de Orasee, wary as he was, had the slightl^ . conception that so 
inferior a force would attempt to oocupy his filiation ; bifc quickly 
perceiving the excellent feint which had been practised, and appre- 
hensive that all communication with his army would thereby be cut 
off, he adroitly tacked the whole fleet together, and made a most furi- 
ous assault on his saghcious opponent. Not at all disconcerted, the 
English ships anchored in their proper stations in Frigate Bay, with 
the sailor-like precauj^ion of dropping their anchors so close to the edge 
of the bank by which the road is formed, that the French could not 
bring up qutside of them. We cannot but here submit Capt. White’s 
delineation of the affair. 

Their van ship boldly advanced towards the Barfleur, who reserved her 
Are until the brave Frenchman approached within musket-shot, when she 
opened such a well-directed and quickly repeated fire, that in a few minutes, 
the French ship had her jib-boom shot sway, her sails nearly cut into 
ribands, and her rigging so cut up, that slie quickly put her helm a- weather, 
and bore away from her redoubted anta^nist.* 

De Grasse, perceiving an opening in our line between the Canaila and 
Pinident, in consequence of the inferior sailing of the latter ship, boldly 
attempted to sever it, and thereby cut off the Prudent, Montagu, Alfred, 
and America ; but Cornwallis, with his accustomed promptitude, threw his 
after sails a-back, and thereby placed him in the breach, which he so nobly 
defended, that his gigantic opponent was glad to relinquish the hazardous 
enterprise, either through apprehension of himself b^g cut off, or of the 
Ville de Paris getting a-ground, should the attempt bq-^rsevere^ in.f 

The gallant conduct of Capt. Cornwallis was Immediately followed by 
Commodore Affleck in the Bedford, and Lord Robert Manners in the Reso- 
lution, who €*ilso threw all a-back, by which, time was given to the Prudent 
and Alfred, &c. to recover their relative position in the line, and other ships 
of the enemy, of easier draft of water th^ the Ville de Paris, were pre- 
vented from attempting to break through the interval occasioned by the 
Prudent’s bad sailing. Sir Samuel Ho^ looked on undismayed at this 
attack upon his rear, knowing that he could cor^ide in every individual Cap- 
tain ; and very coolly ordered the signal to be made for the ships arhead to 
make more sail, in order to hasten their anchoring as much as possible. In 

* ‘‘.A tolerable proof of the dexterity of our seamen iirthe use of the great gun, 
although then unassisted by locks or sights, to aid their aim or accelerate their 
Gyration.** 

’f’ 1 liave been informed by a brother officer who was in one of the ships that 

had just anchored, that for a moment he could perceive the Ville de Paris's jib on 
the inside of the British lino. Had our fleet ta^eii situated as represented by Mr. 

Admiral Ekins, in ^their extraordinary plktes of this action, the 
all ove four ships would have been cut 
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tlie mean time the* St. Alban’e had taken up her atatlon, and anchored at 3 
r.M. just within Green-point« but not quite so near to it as was intended^ 
and the other ships did the same in succession^ while the centie and rear 
were closely engird with the enemv^ who pressed them dose until every 
ship vffnB anchored^* when the Fren<m wore in succession and stood out to 
sea, where 'we will lelave them to their own reflections for the present, that 
the true position of the British fleet may be exhibited to the view of the 
reader, who, if knowledge of it has been only obtained from the works 
and plates of Mr. Clerk and ReaivAdmiral Ekins, can have no idea what- 
ever of its actual position. 

** In the first place, instead of anchoring nineteen ships in a straight line, 
as by these writers ^ey are most unaccountably represented* having the 
Alfred, Canada, and ||j^lution, placed at a right angle therete, and sr-breast 
of the eeq^re ship id^&e Britiui line, where they could nave been of no 
eartMy use, and would'" have been exposed tb the enemy’s fire without the 
possibility of returning a shot, and could not have contributed to prevent the 
French fleet from anchoring close to the town of Basseterre, Sir Samuel 
Hood in the most judicious and seaman^like manner^ anchored his ships in 
an irregular curve from the head-moj^t ship to fiie twelfth in the line, 
whence, in conformity with the edge of the bank, the line assumed the form 
of a semi-crescent, without the slightest interruption from the first to the 
last sliip in the whole line. 

But before 1 proceed further, it will be necessary to observe that the 
Admiral, perceiving the St. Alban’s had not anchored near enough to the 
shore, ordered the Bedford, RusSel, and Montagu, from the rear to anchor 
a-head of that ship, which effectually riiut out the approach of the French 
fleet in that direction.” 

By these tactical developements the British line was effectually pre- 
vented from being doubled with impunity, at either extreme; nor 
could the enemy assail it, except while under canvass, when our ships, 
from having springs upon their cables, could concentrate or diffuse 
their Are according to exigencies : a mortifying lesson to De Grasse. 
Several of our men-of-war were considerably cut up by the incessant 
Are of the French, particularly the Prudent, whose wheel was shot 
away, and rudder choked by a shot which had lodged between it and 
the stern-post, whence her loss exceeded that of any of her companions. 
A judicious order pros then promulgated, which was, for every ship to 
repair her dania^dlln the night, that the enemy might remain ignorant 
of the extent of injury sustained. 

Not yet discouraged, though astonished and mortiAed, De Grasse 
ventured two more desperate bqt ineffectual attempts to make an 
impression : and here again wef are happy to quote a spectator. 

On the morning of the 96th, at half-past eight, the French fleet was 
seen coming, as dose as possible, round Nevis Point, in compact and re^lar 
order, intending to attempt a passage between Green Point and the Bed- 
ford, now the headmost ship in the British line. But, so singplarly felicit- 
ous was the positidn taken up by the British Admiral, that when the ene- 
my’s leading shipt approached Green Point, the wind headed her, so that 
she could not fetch abqve the third ship.in our line. The springs of our 
van ships were so admirably attended to, that the broadsides oi four of them 
were brought to bear at the same time upon the unfortunate Frenchman, 


• “ The moment each ship struck soundings on the edge of the bank, she imme- 
diately anchored— how then could the French fleet have anchored without them ?” 

+ “ Supposed to be the Pluton, whose Captain gave during the war repeated 
proofs of valour.*' • 
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and were opened with tremendous effect, when the wind headed him, which 
it did when he got the len^h of Green Point. 

" The crash occasioned by their destructive broadsides was so tremendous 
on board the Pluton, that whole pieces of plank were seen fiying from her 
off-side, ere she could escape the cool concentrated fire of her determined 
adversaries. This ship being more distinctly marked as dm proceeded along 
the BritU line, received the Brat fire of every ship in passing. She was, 
indeed, in so shattered a state, as to be eompelled to bear away for St. Eus- 
tatius ; it was even asserted that she^ struck her colours, but that was denied 
on their part. The French ships generally approached the British van 
with more' caution, and bore away sooner than their leader had done, with 
the exception of a few, among whom the Ville de Paris was one. De Grasse, 
in order to pro^ng the individual encounter as much ^ possible, counter- 
braced his after-yards, in order to retard his sliip’s'way through the water 
while running with the wind ''on the starboard quarter, along the British 
line, liut as he hauled to the wind in rounding the British rear, where it 
formed the inner horn of the crescent, these sails, irom becoming more 
a-back, detained the«French Admiral a considerable time a-breast of the 
Resolution, Prudent, Canada, and Alfred, in succession, as the Ville de Paris 
slowly forged a-head, and fired upon them : in this De Grasse was supported 
by those ships w'hich were a-stern, or immediately a-head of him. During 
this short but tremendous conflict between the respective combatants, in that 
part of the Jield of battle, nothing whatever could be seen of them for up- 
wards of twenty minutes, save De Grasse's white flag at the main-top gm- 
lant-mast-head of the Ville de Paris, gra^fuUy fioating above the immense 
volume of smoke that enveloped them, or the pendants of those ships which 
were occasionally perceptible when an increase of breeze would waft away 
the smoke that haa screened them from our ardent gaze. 

In the afternoon of the same day, the French made a second attack on 
our line. It commenced at fifty minutes past two, and was principally 
directed against the centre and rear — the morning attack having convinced 
them that the British van was not to be assailed with impunity. 

“ The damage sustained by the enemy’s fleet was of that nature, that 
when they stood towards us the next day, men were seen over very many of 
their ship’s sides, for the purpose of stopping the numerous shot-holes that 
were very visible. And the Ville de Pans had received some between wind 
and water, so low as to be obliged to be heeled at least^three streaks to 
windward when standing off on the larboard tack, she having engaged on 
the starboard side in the three attacks, above described.’’ 

The enemy’s fleet, which received a qtrong reinforcement from 
France, under the Marquis de Vaudrevil, made frequent demonstra- 
tions of attacking, but neyer went, near enough to engage. Mean- 
time every attempt was made to relievfi the fortress of Brimstone-hill, 
but without success. The enemy prosecuted the siege, with unabating 
vigour, till the 13th of February, when a practicable breach being 
made in the works, and no hopes of succour remaining, Brig.-Gen. 
Fraseir reluctantly consented to capitulate. 

From this misfortune, the situation of the British*' squadron became 
useless and dangerous; not only from the vast superiority of De 
Grasse, but also because the' French army were coni|tructing gun 
and mortar batteries on a hill commanding the anchorage. In this 
dilemma Sir Samuel displayed his usual tact, by issuing orders to 
the respective captains to slip or cut their cables, without signal, at 
1 1 p.M. on the 14th, the sternmost and leeward most ships first, and 
so on in succession ; then to proceed under easy sail, till otherwise 
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directed. That this order might be punctually obeyed, the captains 
were desired to set their watches by the admiral’s time-piece. The 
whole was performed with the utmost silence and regularity; nor 
were they molested by the French fleet, which was^ying within five 
miles, and must have witnessed the manceuvre. 

In these recitals, we have merely intended to mark our dissent from 
the arrogant pretensions, and special quibbling, of the so called Athe- 
nians’— marshalled under the learned and logical Dean of the Fn- 
Gultjf: but lest what we have uttered of Mr. Clerk should be mis- 
construed into undue disrespect for his actual judicious qualities, we 
subjoin with real pleasure, the following candid eulogiuqi on Hood’s 
measure, from his E&say on Naval Tactics.” * ” 

Sir Samuel, disappointed in his’intendedP attack, but confident that the ' 
obtaining a communication with, and supporting the same, was the only 
chance left him of saving the island, by a danng stroke in seamanship, 
seldom before this time attempted, in the face of this enemy, and even 
while in the act of sustaining a furious, attack froifi the enemy, brings his 
fleet to an anchor, in the self-same position, or station, which tliey but a 
little before, and with a fleet so very much superior, had quitted, as thinking 
it untenable. 

On the part of the enemy there were here no accidents, which, as in 
all other former cases, might be laid hold of, and held up as an excuse for 
want of success; nothing from winds, tides, or blowing up of particular 
ships ; not the loss of a single mast or yard ; to furnish the shadow of an 
excuse, either for quitting their anchorage, or, after they had, for not over- 
powering with their numbers so inferior a fleet, occupying and even fixed to 
an anchorage, and affording an equal opportunity of being attacked for 
twelve successive days. 

On no occasion whatever has one, and the same fleet, been so fortunate, 
as in this of Sir Samuel Hood forcing their o;)ponents to so complete and 
unequivocal acknowledgment of their superiority in both cases, whether we 
shall consider their courage and perseverance, or their skill and seamanship." 

We now approach the close of our Author’s work, where the ex- 
ploits of Rodney are related — exploits which have been so frequently 
fought and refcflight, that we should have had some doubt as to the 
necessity of our proceeding further, but that the authoritative and illu- 
sory tone of the ^Meading Journal” prompts us to show that, however 
it may preach to the iqprines,” — its splashing and floundering are 
laughed at by sailors. We also object to the invidious strain in which 
the '' blue and yellow squad” mention the qjaims of their clans-men in 
general, as tending to make a distinction where there is scarcely a dif- 
ference. For ourselves, and we believe we may add for the majority 
of the ITni^ed Service, we trust that England and Scotland may row 
together, with a long and strong pull, to the end of time ; and we see 
with gratifying pride, that this opulent and potent country is capable 
of having such numbers of* her Northern brethren billeted upon her. 
With Newton, Bacon, Locke, Shakspeare, Milton, Nelson, Marl- 
borough, and other first-rates in abstract science, knowledge of naturo, 
and eminence in arms, she can easily permit the stars of ** Athens” to 
fall into the British line of second and third rates ;-*-nay more, we can 
even make accommodation for most of the heavy transports, repeaters, 
and small craft, composing the absolute wisdom" of the North ; nor 
need the proudest nflmes which blazon jthe Caledonian annals blush to 
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be coupled with our Halley, Flamstead, Young/ or DavV ; our 
Pope> Addison, Fielding, or Byron; our Talbot/ CliVi?,* or Petei^ 
borough ; our DnS^ Blake, Raleigh, Hawke, or Hbwe-^. 
had not such a kftdly feeling been extensive amongst us, ** Athenian^ 
talent could not have flourished so luxuriantly ; for trKat wtivuld the 
immaculate Review have been/biit for English purchasers and EnghA 
writers? — or what would have rewarded Athenian*' labourers in geii^ral 
literature, had they gained no readers south of the Tweed ? With 
such palpably liberal ideas on the score of nationality, we entertiedn* no 
doubt or bfing heard with complacency, by all hands. ' We therefore 
beg to avou^, that, looking upon breaking the line'* as an evolution 
which has ever been practisea where it should bb, we cannot but smile 
at the gravity with which tPlayfaii^ Jleffry, Walter Scott, ^ and other 
redoubtable civil land-^d •cake-^meny claim the naval glories of the na- 
tion, for an abstract book of t’other day. On the contrary, from every 
testimony gathered « together in a life mostly passed at sea, we verily 
believe that on the memorable 12th of April, this '' magnificent in-- 
mniimC* was put into practice at the suggestion of Sir Charles 
Douglas ; though we are also free to confess,” that the occasion re- 
sulted from mere accident. And we do further declare,” that, in 
our opinion, there is little merit in breaking the enemy's line, nn- 
less circumstances both detnand and favour it, as in that successful in- 
stance. With this preliminary explanation, we shall proceed to give a 
general view of the Importance of the contests, and afterwards cite the 
evidence of Capt. White, he having been an actor in the scenes which 
he describes. 

After the fall of St. Kitt’s, Great Britain retained, of all her former 
West India possessions, only the islands of Jamaica, Barbadoes, St. 
Lucia, and Antigua ; and of the p^sibility of preserving these, great 
dpubts were entertained. Jamaica in particular, which had been fre- 
quently threatened, now appeared .to be in greater danger than ever : 
for, whilst the Count de Grasse was riding superior in the Caribbean 
Sea, the Spaniards were in great strength at Cuba pnd Hispaniola; 
and the fleets of the two nations, if combined, would have consisted of 
no less than sixty ships of the line ; while their land forces would have 
constituted a powerful army. 

It now only remained for us to force a &ttle with the French, be- 
fore they should form a junction with the Spaniards at Hispaniola. 
Our fleet accordingly laid in wait at* Sc. Lucia, having stationed active 
out-scouts to report the enemy’s movements in Port Royal Bay. On 
the 8th of April, 1782, the glad tidings were signalized, that thirty- 
four .sail-of*the-liiie, two fifties, several frigates, and a large convoy, 
werq^ sailing close under the islands tidings which were received 
with the most animating cheers. In fact, so prompt were our zealous 
tars, that the Count was overtaken that very night, off Dominica. 
Such a sudden attention was as little expected the FVench Admiral, 
as it was unwelcome ; but he lost no time in accommoUating himself 
to the emergency ; and early on the morning of the 9th, formed tl^e 

** It is a singular fact that all the Flag Officers, in the battles alluded tO, were 
..Englishmen. ^ * 
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Kno.of.battlp windward^ to afford bis conv<^ an opportunity of pro- 
c^odnig itS|(Course. - , 

: jtfeantime^^our 4eet ivas becalmed under tbe jto d« till about lialf- 
pa^V when tbe . division caught the^reeze^ and though 

the centre , and rear continued without wind^ Sir Samuel Hood 
piivaued fourteen of the enemy’s ship%with only eight of his own divi- 
sioi};^ A French/Atraggler which got the breeze at the same time^ 
boidfy stood for^ and endeavoured to weather the British advance^ as 
the only means of regaining her own fleet. To such a length did she 
carry her audacity, that she compeUed the Alfred to bear up out of 
her way ! As soon as ^e had got beyond Ahe reach of thb Barfleur’s 
guns, ^e hoisted he» colours, and hauled up low^e/-deck ports. 
Every eyowas fixed on the gall^pt Frenchman, and each of the ships 
she passed were ready to let l^llp the dogs of war but such was the 
discipline in the fleet, that, as Rodney made no signal to engage, not a 
shot was fired at her. 

At half-past nine, De Grasse impetuously attacked our dasliing divi- 
sion, which sustained the disproportionate encounter with inflexible 
resolution, for upwards of an hour ; during which the Barfleur, Sir 
Samuel’s own ship, had at one time seven, and generally three ships, 
pouring in their tire at once. His captains crowded under a press of 
sail to support him ; amongst the rest was the Royal Oak, whose crew, 
while passing under his lee, filled the lower, topmast, and top-gallant 
rigging, to give their Admiral three hearty cneers. These are the 
bursts of feeling which attach us to the Service ! 

The wind now gradually reaching the centre. Sir G. Rodney, in the 
Formidable, followed by his two seconds, the Namur, and Duke, all of 
ninety guns, opened a tremendous discharge ; when De Grasse, to pre- 
vent the fight from becoming decisive, availed himself of his command 
of the wind, to retreat to his usual long-shot distance. The rear ^vas 
coining up fisst, but the cautious Frenchman had withdrawn his fleet, 
and eluded all the efforts of the English commander to renew the ac- 
tion. The enemy appear to have received much more damage than 
they produced & their opponents, and two large ships were so much 
disabled, that they were obliged to run for Guadeloupe. On our side, 
the effect of the fire was serious, and amongst others, Capt. Bayne, of 
the Alfred, gallantly lost his life, in this, his sixth encounter with the 
same anti^onist. 

Capt. White, after giving De Grasse great credit for his seamanlike 
attack, of which it seems neither Clerk, nor Rear-Admiral Ekins had 
had a clear conception, remarks, 

** From what has been said, the reader cannot, I should think, arrive at 
any o^er conclusion than this — that no advantage was offered^in that day’s 
l»ttle, to either the centre.or rear division of the British fleet, that they 
did not avail themselves of to the utmost of their power; and it is beyond a 
question that Sir George Rodney, had his, wily enemy given him the impor- 
tunity, would liave cut fn between the ships engaged with Sir Samuel Hood’s 
division, and the rest of the French fleet, which but for his approach would 
have continued to make the circular attack on the Britidi van division. 

It is too frequently the case in the accounts given of naval transactions 
whidi are compiled by landsmen, and perhaps naval author^ themselves are 
not altogether exempt from the defect, that sufficient allowance is not made 
for the difference existing between different ships of the same class, and 
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CjMiseqaenUy one ship is considered by tbeir readers as good m another. 
This relative difference between the ships composing the fleets of France 
and England seems to have been completely overlooked in all the narratives 
which have reached us of the events in question, although a due considera* 
tion of it is so necessary to a correct view of the movements of the respective 
fleets. The French naval architecture had attained a degree of excellence 
in the construction and capacity of the ships of that nation, which gave 
them serious advantages over us in point of sailing, either on a wind, or 
going large; and from their having a greater depth of hold, they possessed 
a decided superiority in the mo^ essential point of keeping a better wind. 
The fineness of their construction jg;ave them important lacUi^ies Jn -smooth 
water ; hen^p in a fine weather climate, where nautical skill is not so fre- 
quently requirad as under 6ur inconstant sky, and on our mo^ boistei^ous 
ocean, they could at alk times either coknmence or avoid close action at plea- 
sure ; hence also the facility ^ith which they got away to windiitard or our 
fleets when they no longer wished to enj^Sge; and most likely had it not 
been for the accidents which^ happened to some of their ships, in conse- 
quence of the battle of the ninth. Sir George Rodney might not have been 
^le to overtake the^' fleet of the enemy, even had botliL been equally in 
possession of the breeze.^’ i 

Both parties had full employment that night, and the following day, 
in repairing their damages; yet our ships neglected no endeavour, not- 
withstanding their inferior knowledge of the locality in which they 
were working, to get to windward of the enemy,' but without success ; 
so determined was the latter to avoid a renewal of the contest. Mean- 
time, most of the disabled vessels got tolerably refitted : and to promote 
efficiency, tbe order of the line was inverted, by which the rear under 
Admiral Drake, which had no share in the action of the 9th, became 
tbe van. 

On the 11 til, the enemy hod gained such a distance, that the body 
of the fleet could only be discerned from the mast-head of the British 
centre, when two of their damaged ships were perceived to fall off from- 
the rest to leeward. A detachment now pursued them so vigorously, 
that they would necessarily have been cut off, had nut De Grasse borne 
down with his whole force, to their rescue ; but having perceived that 
their retreat into Basseterre roads was effected, he again hauled his 
wind. This accident, however, had scarcely been eluded, when another 
occurred, whicli proved more eflectual, for during the night the Zele, 
a Frqpch seventy-four, lost her foremast and bowsprit, a circumstance 
which impeded the progress of their fleet, and was the immediate cause 
of the general engagement Jthat ensued. 

On the morning of the glorious 12th if April, four ships having been 
sent in chase of the Zele and the frigate which was towing her, De 
Grasse edged away to induce their recall. But Rodney, who always 
acted upon the decision of the understanding, and not from impulse, 
formed hisjiiie, and having met the hostile fleet qn opposite tacks, 
threw out the signal for a close action — a*lsignal which every vessel 
obeyed witli scrupulous alacrity. The scene was an extensive basin, 
bounded by the islands of Guaaaloupe, the Saintes, and ]V(arie Galante, 
with dangerous shores, both to windward and to leeward. The British 
line, instead of the usual interval of two cables’ length between every 
ship, was formed at the distance of only one. As each came np, she 
ranged close under her opponent's lee, giving and receiving, while 
thus taking her station, a most, tremendous cannonade. Drake's divi- 
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sion forming the van« was led by the Marlborough^ which vessel mira- 
culously received and answered the broadsides of twenty-three men-of- 
war^ at the nearest distancesj with the loss of only three killed^ and 
sixteen wounded. As the Hercules ran alongside of an antagonist, of 
far superior force> her captain coolly jumped on an arm chest, and 
cheered up his men by gaily singing a few lines of 

O what a charming thing’s a battle T’* 

The action was thus commenced* at half-past seven o’clock, and in 
about two hours the whole of our fleet, from van to rear, waS engaged. 
The fight was most obstinately maintainedi on both sides'*; and ftom 
the number of troops .crowded into the French •ships, (hb carnage in 
them wasbprodigious. , 

We now approach a perplexing moment— one which is really the 
very pons asinorum of naval battles ; viz. “ on what manoeuvre the fate 
of the day turned?” Our own judgment rather^ cuts than disentan- 
gles the knot : it bears strongly to the simple •statements made long 
ago by Beatson and Matthews, confirmed by Capt. White, and corro- 
borated by oral evidence, of frequent recurrence in sea life. PVom 
such testimony it appears, that the derangement in both lines, and the 
opening which Rodney found his ship in at ten o’clock, were occasioned 
by change of wind alone — this it was that broke both fleets into three 
unequal portions, instead of being cut in twain according to Clerk’s sys- 
tem ; and all things considered, it may even be doubted whether availing 
himself of it was a really fortunate occurrence. But we differ from Capt. 
White ill its being a heinous offence for so confidential an officer as toe 
Captain of the fleet to advise his Admiral on points of service, it being 
his express duty so to do ; or that expostulation between such official 
friends need be under the terror of the Articles of War. We have 
constantly heard in the navy, that the prompt and murderous use which 
the Formidable made of her position, however gained, was owing to the 
advice of Sir Charles Douglas on the spur of the moment and we 
certainly see nothing inconsistent, disrespectful, or derogatory to the 
Admiral in the^transaction. We can also assert without fear of con- 
tradiction, that they were both men, whose heads were rather replete 
with profound professional knowledge, than turgid with visionary, 
theories. We beg moreover to repeat, that we have never heard any 
sound seaman advocate the Eldin story : — as well miglit Dr. Eady, or 
any other notorious quack, clajm*the improved health of the British 
metropolis, as owing to his advertisements. 

Whatever created the disorder and confusion, victory was not the 
immediate consequence. On the contrary, the action continued till 
dark, and the enemy fought with courageous firmness ; each of the 
ships which strupk, had been defended to desperation, *nor did De 
Grasse lower bis flag, tilf 400 of his crew had perished, and only two 


* The highly exhilarating effect of incidents of this nature, at such a moment, 
and the additional coi^dencc reposed in the commander, can scarcely be imagined 
but by those who have felt the proud glow. It is said that when Admiral Be Win- 
ter*s fleet was being closed, off Camperdown, Buncan laconijpilly addressed those 
around him with, “ Gentlemen, you see a severe Winter fast approaching ; 1 have 
only to advise you to keep a good fire a pleasantry which spread over the 
Venerable like wild-fire. * 
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men besides himself were left unhurt on his quarter-d^k : a different 
comksii to^0e piff-poff predicted by M. Maurepas.^ ^ * 

Record it in the fairest }ight 
Of faithful history's page ; ^ 

Th^ only triumphM whust they shunn’d the fight, 
when we forced them to engage/' 

We would fieun dwell longer upon the details of this brilliant action, 
but that Capt. White's clear statement ought to be universally read ; 
and that we hope a full account at the battle will be produced by Sir 
Howard Douglas, whose talent and competent knowledge of the sub- 
ject can furnish a full exposition of its merits, and give a quiettis to 
the question/ •Though we wish not to spoil the interest of the Cap- 
tain^s j^earches," by making copipus extracts, we cannot but sub- 
join the following pointed reflections. 

1 have also, 1 trust, satisfactorily shown that the battle of the 12th was 
broi^ht on Iw the Freac^ Admiral having borne up before the wind for the 

E urpose of affording protection to thp disabled French ship Le Zdld, and not 
y Qke British fleet having stood to the southward till two in the morning, 
as is most unaccountably stated in Sir Geor^ Rodney's public letter, and 
repeated by Mr. Clerk and Rear Admiral Ekins in their description of this 
engagement. 

I have not allowed myself to be biassed by any consideration liut facts, 
in bringing forward the statements 1 have ventured to lay before the public. 
On this principle also 1 have endeavoured to place in its due light, the so 
much vaunted measure of breaking the enemy's line. The boldest assertors 
of the claims of Mr. Clerk to thenonour of this celebrated discovery, have 
not yet presumed to enumerate Commodore Affleck, of the Bedford, among 
his pupils, and yet it is true, that the Bedford, as well as the Formidable, 
made her way between two of the enemy’s ships, but in a different part of 
what is called their line of battle. Owing to this circumstance the French 
fleet was, as has been already observed, broken into three parts instead of 
two as is common^ imapned, though we do not find that the gdlant Affleck 
took any share of merit for achieving an exploit precisely similar to that 
which has been bruited with so much industry from John o' Groat’s bouse to 
the Land’s End. The victory of the 12th of April, however, was so far from 
arising from this movement either of the Formidable or the Bedford, that 
the circumstance of the diqointed parts of the British line getting between 
equal portions of thp enemy’s fleet, produced only the effect of allowing 
seventeen or eighteen sail, to avoid the cannonade they must have encoun- 
tered in weathering the ^ips of the British rear, which they must have 
done had they had to pass our whole line. How far they would have suc- 
ceeded in doing so is another question, kit the strong probability is, that 
had they, in the state in which they then were, been exposed to tnis addi- 
tional ordeal, they would have shared the fate of their five captured com-? 
ndes. It seems evident then that we must ascribe the victory, finder Pro- 
vidence, to the circumstance of the contending fleets being brought into 
close combat*by Sir George Rodney tacking at the preejse moment he did, 
and by a subsequent change of wind. This position ^ve to our brave coun- 
trymen an opportunity of exeitiag those qualities which are the result of 
firmer nerve and cooler courage, while it deprived their enemy of tlie 
advantage he was generally so fond of deriving from his Superiority in 
sailing, and consequently in manoeuvring, of which he availed himself when- 
ever he could fight at long-shot d^^itance." 

It were unjust to dismiss this aiticle without a parting word. In 
studying these encounters, it is impossible to overl^k the admirable 
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disdpline and figlitinjg order' which must have pervaded fleets^ 'to 
enable them to suStam so harassing a warfare ; while the ' destructive 
havoc dealt to the enemy, proves' that naval gunnery was more effect- 
ively plied then,, thap it has been latterly; owing, perhaps, to the 
remissness arising from Constant success. On the other hand, the very 
defective state of pur ships in those days, is frequently dwelt umin in 
the Researches," an evidence of what kind of tools the British 
Admirals had to wmrk with ; and to enable the tyro to form a more 
correct judgment oh the exertions of the officers of that day— ^the old^ 
school" of our Bobadils — than other productions afford hin^ the means 
of doing. Through the misconduct of our Ministers, thew advantages . 
we gained were isolated, and the result of theVar uilfortunatei.for 
they did n%t seem to be aware, Ah&t to attempt an object with smaller . 
means than we can command, is a proiligate waste of life and treasure. 
Thus, though it was well known that the French were about to make 
the West Indies the theatre of war, they were glways alloi^ed to out- 
number us ; and the best ships we Iiad, were carefully preserved in 
England. We therefore esteem it as one of the grand causes of Rod- 
ney's glorious success,* that he had more efficient means at his dis- 
])osal than his predecessors. Another inference we gather is, that a 
true-bred tar was then, as now, and we liopc for ages to come will con- 
tinue to be, the merry, dare-devil, happy-go-lucky being, we have 
always found him when, as he says, ** there *s any thing for a fel- 
low to do." Of the gallant recklessness of sailors, in the proud mo-> 
ment when the flag of their country is displayed to an enemy, the tes- 
timonies are universal : Nelson was wont to say, They mind shot no 
more* than peas and to their intrepidity Lord Howe attributed all his 
success. But for their unwearied zeal, whether braving the Pole or the 
Equator, England must inevitably have tasted of the horrors of war at 
homo, instead of participating in every domestic comfort, while scenes 
of blood and terror were afflicting all the surrounding nations. 

French sailors are also unquestionably brave ; but their bravery 
being an affair ofrmere impulse, is more frequently manifested by im- 
petuosity of attack than fortitude in defence. We wish to avoid the 
charge of prejudice, but from closely studying their own reports of bat- 
tles, breezes, and wrecks, can pronounce that, though Crapaadjs 
more buoyant in success than Jack, he is more dejected under reverses.; 
and he altogether yields to the Briton in thj^t resolute courage which 
instantly applies resources againft impending danger. 

Futurity is inscrutable— *but is such a matchless display of human 
art as a Grgnd Fleet, in line-of-battle, together with all the patriotic ' 
daring ahcl practical energv of British sailors, doomed to succumb tq 
some gigantic wedge, propelled, under the direction of a dozeu stoakers^ 
by a few chaldron of coals? • Ohe ! 

- - ~ .. mm... .... ‘ ^ , >.^ 4 ^ 

* In commentuig upon tliis memorable battle,*#ii1iave felt, as we hinted abOVe; '' 
the want of more positive dafa respecting the most important feature of the con- 
test, viz. the real cause of the opening in the ^Smy’s line, and its direct conici-' 
quenoes. We understand, however, that Sir,-^|^Ward l^iiglas is jhimUhed With 
tangible evidence on this head, and we sliall to the final stdtement of that ac- 
complished and patriotic officer for if such exist, to influence our decision 

upon a point still susceptible of doubt. • 

U»S. JouRN. No. 31. Jure 1831.. 
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SY A CRUISER. 

It was at the commencement of the mouth of January 1815, that a 
squadron of frigates and smaller vessels, with a line-of-battle ship, (the 
Dragon of 74 guns^) were assembled off Amelia Island^ situated at the 
entrance of the river St. Mary’sf.in South Carolina, for the avowed 
purpose gf capturing the town, and merchant- vessels lying off it, nearly 
thirty miles ^stant from the sea. Capt. Somerville, of the Rota 
frigate, waa the senior o^cer of the squadron, but in consequence of 
having been Confined to his cot for several months by severe illness, he 
delegated the command of the expedition to Capt. Barrie of the Dragon. 
The ships' boats, manned and armed, (with a party of marines in each,) 
were dispatched to the rendezvous at Amelia Island, where several 
companies of the Wes{| India Rangers (who are all blacks) were already 
assembled. Point Petre, which forms the starboard entrance of St. 
Mary's river, was distant from us about four miles, and was very 
strongly defended by a battery mounting six long thirty-six pounders ; 
added to which a strong and rapid current constantly prevailed, setting 
from this point toward Amelia Island, at the rate of more than two 
knots ail hour. 

We remained several days encamped upon the island, making every 
preparation to storm the fort, (if necessary,) and also with a lingering 
nope, that the wind which had hitherto blown dead in our teeth, would 
shift to a favourable quarter : in fact the weather was occasionally so 
rough and sij^ually, that it was with considerable difficulty the •boats 
could maintain their position at anchor during the night, their light 
grapnels being insufficient to prevent their drifting, and consequently 
every expedient was resorted to, by sinking heavy iron kettles laden 
with stones, &c. to effect this- purpose ; but notwithstanding these 
efforts, our Lilliputian fleet, amounting to upwards of fifty sail of 
" small craft," would on the morrow's dawn frequently present rather 
a confused and scattered line. Our launch, which pulled eighteen 
oars, and mounted an eighteen-pound carronade forward, a brass four- 
pounder abaft, with two swivels on each sjde her gunwale, cut rather 
a formidable appearance among the host of pigmy satellites by 
which we were, surrounded ; and it was laughable to observe how fre- 
quently the pressing colls of hungef would relax the haughty bear- 
ing of military rank, for we had the advantage of possessing a very 
compact set of coppers and cooking apparatus that had been taken out 
^ a small schooner we had captured and burnt a few days prior to oiir 
arrival, which of course enabled us to provide a sumptuous meal in 
i^mparison to our less favoured brethren. « From tliis circumstance it 
may be surmised, we had generally a pretty strong muster at our din- 
ner hour, and many a gallant' captain, when pulling past us in his gig, 
could not resist the temptation of the savoury steams a!6ting upon his 
dfactoiy nerves. He would lie upon his oars, and hailing our luff," 
demand what we had for di£|^r, tnen without ceremony step into our 
boat, sit down/ and with as much got2f as if in a clubhouse at St. 
James's, help to demolish a hpge assemblage of lobakous, composed of 
stewed geese, fowls, salt junk, &c., the feathered part of the re- 
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past being neither very delicately drawn nor plucked ; however, hard 
service created a good appetite, and a glass of grog, with agreeable 
companions, served to render a meal truly delicious and acceptable, 
that under other circumstances an epicure would have turned from in 
disgust. 

In after-years, when fondly dwelling upon the early scenes of my 
boyish days, how often have I reflected into what artificial beings the 
habit of luxury has moulded us — ^vhen tossing, wearied, and feverish 
on a bed of down, how often have I brought to mind the« delicious 
slumber I have experienced in the bottom of a boat, with nought save 
the canopy of heaven for a covering, even when the w'arring elements 
were pouring down a deluge of rain upon my weakly fraitic : — so true it 
is, that thS real comforts of this ^v^^ld canaoiily be felt and duly appre- 
ciated by those who have been enabled to form a just comparison be- 
tween the superfiuity of wealth, and the miseries of deprivation ! 

The evening before the intended attack displayed a most imposing 
and enthusiastic scene ; the arms of the marines and soldiers were piled 
in fiaiiciful groups, whilst their gallant owners, indiscriniiiiately mixed 
with the seamen, were reclining around the large fires which were kin- 
dled at various distances, (they having taken the liberty of cutting 
down sundry huge trees to make a blaze,) and all hands were drinking 
their grog, and singing in full chorus the burthen of our beautiful na- 
tional airs, Kule Britannia, &c. until the very woods reverberated the 
echoes which rung from the iron but loyal throats of tlie assembled 
throng. The splendour and beauty of the passing scene, might even 
have tended to inspire the veriest craven upon earth, ** to screw his 
couruge to the sticking point,” and at least become a hero in imagination. 

At length it was fully determined to wait no longer than the mor- 
row*s dawn for the destined attack of the fort, which commanded the 
entrance of the river. Still, as the wind continued to blow very hard, 
it was doubtless rather a perilous enterprise ; however, by eiglit o'clock 
in the morning, the boats were formed into three divisions : the van 
being composed •f a very large barge, pulling twenty -six oars, (named 
the Snap Dragon,) bearing the Commodore's pendant, the Dragon's 
launch, and our own, whose force 1 liavc previously stated : then came 
all the barges which mounted carronades, and the remaining cutters, 

a -boats, &c. brought up the rear. The whole of this force was 
ed by those distinguished officers Captains Barrie and Jackson (of 
the Lacedosmonian,) in their respective gigsr The West India Rangers 
and a party of marines had been already landed to attack a portion of 
militia tha( had been stationed in a wood for the defence of the fort on 
shore. I need scarcely state, that when the arrangements were com* 
pleted,and the wished-for orders given to start, every nerve ^as strain* 
ed, every sinew pdt in requisition, to endeavour to reach the wished- 
for goal as speedily as possible. But still our progress was tedious and^ 
disheartening in the extreme — the breese was strong, and the current 
rapid ; when Sowever, by dint of incredible exertion, our three head- 
most boats approached within point-blank range of the battery, they 
opened upon us with their heavy artillery, and ns the men responded 
with a hearty and deafening cheer to the well-known salutation of their 
officers, Give way, my lads !” the shoj: whistled over our heads, or 
splodied our faces with the spray of the sea as they fell into the water. 
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In this pleasant predicament^ we continued several minutes^ and had 
the Americans persevered^ they must inevitably have sunk one half of 
the invading force ; but when we approached within half a mile^ vol- 
leys of musketry were heard in the direction of our troops, and the 
enemy^ no longer waiting to be assailed in their strong hold^ hauled 
down their star-spangled banner^ and fairly took to their heels. A 
general cheer was now given by our seamen, who made a simultaneous 
effort to be foremost in getting ashore to plant the Union Jack on their 
fort. The guns were quickly spiked and dismounted, whilst orders 
were issued to make the best of our way up to the town. In the mean 
time, our soldiers and marines had a smart skirmish with the Ameri- 
can militia, ii^ho w4re speedily routed ; but t was informed, that it 
was with the greatest difK<9ulty the"* odicers of the West fndia Ran- 
gers could curb the rancour and animosity their men bore to the name 
of an American : they did not exactly comprehend the system of giving 
quarter to a conquered foe, especially as numbers of them had been held 
in bondage from infancy in thit country, and many an unfortunate 
Yankee that fell into their hands in the woods narrowly escaped being 
butchered in cold blood. 

Notwithstanding every exertion, we did not reach the town until 
past midnight, and found that it had been taken possession of with- 
out striking a blow ; most of the inhabitants had quittted their resi- 
dences for the country, taking with them their most available effects, 
and in the morning it bore a melaiiclioly aspect. Valuable furniture 
of all description was scattered about the streets in profusion ; the 
majority of tnc doors were left standing open, while occasionally a few 
stray citizens might be discerned, whose habitual anxiety for the riches 
of this world overcame the fear which was strongly depicted in the coun- 
tenances of those who remained to guard them. Heaven be praised ! 
the inhabitants of our happy nation are ignorant of the desolation and 
horror of warfare carried into the heart of a peaceful country : they 
cannot appreciate the riven feeling of him who is driven from his 
home a wretched wanderer upon the face of the e&rth. The Com- 
modore was most anxious that private property of every description 
might be respected, and held sacred from depredation ; but he had a 
bouuden duty to perform, which was to tali^je possession, in the name of 
his Majesty, of every store containing merchandize, and a broad arrow 
was legibly impressed uppn all si^ch that had the misfortune to fall 
under that class : we also captured teft or twelve merchant vessels, one 
of them an East Indiaman of nearly six hundred tons. It may not be 
generally known, that the town of 8t< Mary's is situate on the north 
bank of the river, and that the southern shore is in the dominions of 
the King of Spain, consequently, many vessels had^ succeeded in gain- 
ing the neutral side of the river, (which is very narrow in this position,) 
and their crews, not a little elated with the success of their expedient, 
frequently taunted our men a'b they passed in the boats^with the most 
elegant sneers and witticisms to be found in the Yankee vocabulary. 

Although terms were entered into ^vith the proper authorities 
for the peaceable occupation of the town until the vessels were laden, 
very few of the inhabitants could be induced to return to their dwell- 
ings ; in deep and striking contrast to the melancholy gloom which per- 
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vaded the streets^ oa the quay all was life, soul, spirit, and activity. 
Jack was really and truly in his element, lading American ships with 
American property in the heart of their own country, and it would 
have provoked the risible faculties of the most saturnine philosopher to 
have observed our seamen at the conclusion of each meal, with the 
characteristic thoughtlessness of their profession and general aptitude 
for a lark, toss the fine china plqjtes and dishes into the river with the 
most provoking wantonness and nonchalance, not caring for the trouble 
of cleaning their culinary articles, when so many large china stores 
stood most invitingly open to furnish a fresh supply : during the por« 
tion of time allotted to our meals, I frequently wandered through this 
beautiful little town, and boy as I then was, could not.hblp feeling a 
coinpuiictfous twinge of conscience; in aiding and assisting to carry the 
desolation of warfare into the bosom of a district so remote from the 
strife and contention of the great world. One morning, taking advan- 
tage of the stowage of the vessel that 1 was ordered to superintend 
being completed, I went down to our launcli atid pulled off my shirt, 
that the boat-keeper might wash it, and whilst he was performing the 
process of ablution, I reposed myself quietly in the bottom of the boat, 
anticipating in imagination the comfort of once more enjoying the luxury 
of clean linen ; but 1 had only settled myself a few minutes in this 
dream of enjoyment, when I was disturbed in my reverie by the Com- 
modore hailing our boat, requesting to know where the Midshipman 
was ; up I started like a culprit, and buttoning * up to my throat to 
conceal mv shirtless appearance, hastened to receive bis orders. My 
pride would not suffer me to reveal the truth, so 1 made a lame ex- 
cuse by stating I was rather unwell ; he desired me to take a few 
hands and fill the launch with oranges from a lovely grove that stood 
to the southward of the town. Our men clambered the trees like 
monkeys, and showered down the delicious fruit in abundance, whilst 1 
stood discomfited and shivering (although unable to repress a hearty 
laugh) until the sun's rays had enabled me to resume my inner gar- 
ment. This lifjfle anecdote serves to show the hard rubs all ranks on 
service are occasionally subject to, for on quitting our ship 1 had not 
five minutes preparation to proceed on the expedition. 

£very vessel being nearly comydeted with the motley description of 
merchandize found in the Several stores, we received orders to make the 
best of our way down the river and join our ship, where, on our ar- 
rival, we found the Albion, 74, avllSch had jftined tlie squadron, bearing 
the flag of Rear-Admiral George Cockburn. Not having been in bed 
for more than a fortnight, I need not state that I slept for twelve 
hours witfiout rocking, and heartily wished the quarter-master in the 
Styx when he aroused me in the morning with the unwelcome tidings 
that six bells had*struck. , To our groat surprise, in a coifple of days, 
we received forty or fifty American prisoners on board, the Commodore 
having detained the wjiole of the inhabUarits who had returned to their 
dwellings (sA hostages) in consequence of the enemy having broken 
the armistice by marching various bodies of troops to the relief of 
St. Mary's ; and late in the evening we received^ orders to weigh and 
cruise between Charleston and Savannah. At this period we were ex- 
cessively j^ort of water, but acting on the maxim of old Sari St* Vincent, 
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Never make a difficalty/* our captain put to sea and proceeded tehis 
destination. We soon found that no American vessels dared attempt 
to enter these ports, consequently there was little hope of making 
prises by merely standing on and on shore ; we therefore pursued the 
dttring plan of remaining out of sight of land during the day, then at 
night running the ship close in, and dispatching our boats with orders 
to cut out any vessels that might b^ running down in shore of the 
numerous islands that skirt the coast in this part of the country. Our 
first essay was crowned with complete success, by capturing a flat- 
bottomed Ichooner, laden with three hundred bales of cotton and thirty 
hogsheads of tobacco. Emboldened by this stroke of luck, we prevailed 
upon the skipper of a schooner, whose vessel we Lad destroyed, (taking 
out the crew) to pilot oiir boats into Savannah. They reacneJ the har- 
bour (favoured by the darkness of the night) in perfect safety, and had 
succe^ed in carrying a very large schooner with a cargo of five hundred 
bales of cotton and. tobacco ; the wind was very light, the oars were 
muflled, and their splash was scarcely discernible as they towed the 
vessel towards Tybec Lighthouse ; every thing promised complete suc- 
cess, when the envious streaks of light that chequered the grey dawn 
in the East, betrayed our mancBuvres to a large cutter lying in the 
harbour. The report of a gun soon alarmed all the vessels in the port, 
and four large gun-boats, in conjunction with the cutter, soon made all 
sail in chase ; our prize was speedily relinquished, and our men pulled 
for life or death. h\)rtunately the wind dropped to a perfect calm and 
the boats soon got out of gun-shot of the enemy ; but the poor Yankee 
Skipper did not easily forget the fright that electrified his whole frame ; 
death stared him in the face ; he declared he expected they would hang 
him upon the spot, and most earnestly conjured our lieutenant to state, 
in his justification, that he was forced to enter the boat through the 
terror of a loaded musket. 

During this cruise we had to undergo the most severe privation for 
want of water, and at length were reduced to the pressing necessity of 
putting all hands iipon a pint per diem, and even this yras only accom- 
plished by breaking up our hold and starting the small portion that 
remained in the bottom of the tanks, which of course was mixed with 
a considerable quantity of mud and dirt. For several days we continued 
in this wretched situation ; the miserable quantum of water used to be 
served out to each individual in the middle watch, and frcMpient 
instances occurred of the mbn saving tkieir rum, which they ofiered to 
exchange for an equal quantity of this unpurified liquid, and a seaman 
miist be hard up indeed when he will voluntarily part with his grog. 
Of course in this extremity the ofiicers shared equally mth^ the men, 
and it was truly heart-rending to observe with what avidity and eager- 
ness the poor fellows seized their allowance and quaired it off at a 
draught ; with what anxiety we were accustomed to watch the revolv- 
ing circle of time that would* again present to our parched lips one 
solitary pint of water. Never until this period did I fully appreciate 
the value of a draught of that pure element which constitutes the 
primary support of every species in the animated creation. We began 
to despair of falling in with any of our cruisers to gain a supply, and 
therefore turned our wits to work. In every relation of life what will 
not resolution and perseverance effect.^ We dis])atchcd the launch. 
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bargej and cattery well«xnaniied and armed (under the command of 
Lieut. Wentworth) on shore to the Hunting Islands^ with implements' 
to dig wells on the beach^ in- the ardent hope of discovering fresh water ; 
nor were we disappointed : after much toil and trouble we succeeded 
ill two or three places where it flowed pretty freely^ although rather 
brackish. The cutter was immediately dispatched to the frigate with 
the joyful Intelligence ; in the mean time we anxiously reconnoitred the 
adjacent coasts and destroyed a small battery of two guns that iired upon 
us. At night we came to an anchor^ surprised to And that two of our 
marines had deserted/ and^ as subsequent circumstances proved; had pro- 
ceeded to Charleston^ aiid^ in the hopes of gaining a large reward^ had 
given exact intelligence of our force. This circuiq^taiice piftde all hands 
rather iincmsy, and tended to damp the flow of spirits which otherwise 
prevailed during each nighty for sleep washout of the question^ situated 
as we were on the coast of an enemy, with the broad Atlantic ocean 
staring us in the face. As the kannikin of grog flowed freely round, 
many a song and tale of by-gone deeds of glory aeiAi veiled our hours of 
darkness until the morning’s dawn nfade us prepare for the duty of the 
coming day. 

We were speedily rejoined by the cutter and our flat-bottomed 
prize, laden with tanks and water-casks in lieu of her cargo which 
had been taken out. She was armed with a long nine-pounder, and 
placed under the cuuiinand of a very gallant young master’s mate, Mr. 
James Creagh. To avoid incurring the slightest susjiicion, our frigate 
kept at a considerable distance in the ofling, so that her hull was 
not discernible from the shore ; and we all turned to with a good will 
to All the water casks, that our poor shipmates might once more enjoy 
the luxury of quenching their biiriiiiig thirst. Every circumstance 
seemed to augur success ; we had just completed the stowage of the 
casks ill the - launch, and were actually parbuckling the last cask on 
board, when unfortunately she grounded in a hollow of the beach. The 
tide, which was ebbing very fast, left her higli and dry in the space of a 
few minutes, aii^ notwithstanding the united efforts of the 'whole body of 
our seamen, we could not succeed in launching her. This was mortify- 
ing enough ; but in our case the old adage was com])letely verified of 
jilisfort lilies never coming single,” for at tliis critical juncture, four 
large guii-boats, (each |)uHiug from thirty to forty oars,) and a row- 
boat, were discovered standing out of North Eddisto Inlet, sitnute at 
the northern point of the isiand^^aml about Uiree miles distant from the 
position we occupied ; large parties of horse and foot, composed of 
militia, now rapidly advanced along the beach. All hands Avere instantly 
on the aleft, our men waded through the surf into the boats, the barge 
received all our launch’s crew, and immediately ])ulled on board the 
schooner, then about one .mile to the southward and dead to leeward of 
us, Avliilst the cutter remained to spike the guns and drown the maga- 
zine ; but the gnu-bouts advanced so rapidly that Ave thought it high 
time to regard our own safety. Fearful of our cutter grounding, Lieut. 
Morgan was very cautious how she came in-shore, and it Avas Avith con- 
siderable difliculty I reached her, Avading up to the chin and holding a 
short musket in one hand and a cutlass in the other, and in this con- 
dition Avas hauled into the stern sheets by our cocksAVuixi. 

AAvay we pulled right athAvart the guii-boats, (noAv Avithiu tliree 
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QUigpteiB of a mile) ; they immediately opened a lieaYv and well-directed 
Are upon us^and made every exertion to cut us off. The barge perceiving 
. our imminent danger hastened to rejoin us, and the schooner (for wh^ 
safety not the slightest apprehension was felt) saluted the enemy with 
her nine-pounder^ firing over our heads and at the same time making 
all sail to join our frigate, that was now observed standing in under a 
heavy press of canvass, with the general recall up. In this position we 
continued several minutes, doubtful whether we should escape, but our 
gallant fellows laughed and joked as if they were engap:ed in a simple 
rowing match, or pulling ashore at Point to enjoy a glorious cruise. As 
the enemy ifhared us, and each shot that they fired either whistled over 
our heads or fajliiig b^, tween our boats splashed each individual, it only 
gave rise to fresh mirth and a new iest at the Yankees' expense, for 
being such bad marksmen. At length, perceiving that we had succeeded 
in crossing their hawse and that our frigate was closing fast, they 
dropped the chase and turned their attention to our schooner, which 
had been strenuously endeavouring to gain protection of the ship ; but 
as fortune would have it, the wind now fell calm and she had no alter- 
native but to engage the whole of this unequal force, having made 
an impregnable barrier with some bales of cotton. At this period 
the scene was vivid and imposing in the highest d^egree ; our frigate 
having stood into four fathoms water, hove-to and fired whole broad- 
sides over our heads at the gun-boats, which unfortunately were just 
out of range of her artillery. The captain , perceiving the unequal contest 
to which the schooner was exposed, hauled down the recall and dis- 
patched the first lieutenant with the remaining boats to her assistance. 
Immediately we perceived this manoeuvre, every nerve was strained, 
every faculty was roused to reach the gun-boats before they should suc- 
ceed in boarding our prize. We were coming up with them fast, and 
congratulating each other upon carrying the enemy and rescuing our 
shipmates, Avhen, to our extreme mortification, the breeze freshened and 
we perceived our gallant young officer* under the humiliating necessity 
of striking his colours, having expended all bis ammunition, and, as he 
subsequently informed us, committed his gun to the' deep with the 
usual ceremonies. A fine steady breeze had now succeeded, and in spite 
of every exertion the gun-boats towed our schooner trium])]iantly into 
South £ddisto Inlet, amid the gratulations'of their countrymen who 
had assembled on the beacli to witness the engagement, while with the 
deepest silence and regret we pulled jn^board not only with the loss of 
our launch, schooner, assistant-surgeon, master's mate, and thirty-two 
men, but what was of infinite consequence, we had to regret the cap- 
ture of all the water which had cost us such vast pains to procure. All 
this, as we subsequently learnt, was the consequence of the treacherous 
desertion of bur two marines, the gun-boats haying been sent expressly 
from Charleston to capture our watering party. 

Notwithstanding we had now been upon this extremely short allow- 
ance upwards of a fortnight, our captain was unwilling, to quit his 

* Mr. Jamos Creagh elicited the most eiithvstastic praise from every officer and 
man who behpld his cool and determined conduct upon this occasion. It is gratify-, 
ing to state that his gallantry met with duo reward ; he served on board the same 
frigate at Al^fiers, and at the captain’s particular recitmmeiidatioii was promoted to 
the rank of lieutenant, and is now vety deservedly on the list of commanders. 
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cruising-gronnd without ordera^ especially as we were not without a 
lingering hope of falling in with an American frigate^ an idea being 
prevalent both among the officers and men that it was expected one 
would cross this track, and spite of our previous loss, we stiU imagined 
we might be enabled to maintain the honour of our country in the en- 
counter; and I am confident that our gallant first lieutenant* was 
haunted night and dav with the spirit-stirring idea ; himself a most 
scientific and accomplished officer, ^ had trained our crew to a degree 
of skill and precision in the use of the great guns and small arms, 
which was rarely to be equalled, perhaps never to be ej:celled ; the 
result of which was mutual confidence to afi unlimited ei^^ent between 
the officers and crew.* At length every soul ohf board *really began to 
be seriouilly alarmed for the wfiiiit of wat^ ; we had not more than one 
ton remaining in the ship, which, as 1 have previously stated, was the 
drainings of the tanks and casks. However, Providence befriended us. 

One morning a large ship hove iu sight, which ave chased under all 
sail. When her hull became visible^it was fully apparent that she was 
a frigate of the largest class ; the private signal was made, to which no 
answer was returned, consequently we immediately cleared ship for 
action, knocked down the hulk heads, took in our small sails, and stood 
under easy sail for the chase, which neared us very fast. At this period 
of the war it was confidently surmised that the Americans had gained 
possession of our signals ; the telegraphic code had been already changed, 
and little reliance was placed even on the exchange of private signals ; 
circumstances at all events rendered it very suspicious that the chase 
did not answer us, and, as a ruse de guerre, we hoisted a large American 
ensign ; the frigate did the same. Our officers and crew were now iu 
that highly wrought state of excitement, which even the oldest veterans 
experience, " when the blast of war once more blows in their ears 
both vessels steered direct for each other, and it was apparent that our 
antagonist was a frigate of the heaviest description : our long sought for 
opportunity seemed within our grasp, the guns were primed, the locks 
were cocked, nqf; the slightest whisper was audible among the crew, 
whose steady and determined looks augured well for the object in 
view. Stand by, my lads,” echoed along the deck in the well-known 
deep-toned voice of the first lieutenant, while the practised eye of the 
captain eagerly sought a ^confirmation of his wishes, as he glanced 
through a telescope at the hull and rigging of the stranger. It was a 
period of the deepest interest^ d few moments and the battle’s din 
might succeed to this picture of repose. As if by magic, the American 
ensigns at the peak of each vessel vanished, and the proud colours of 
Britain waved in their place. Our yard-arms nearly touched ; both 
captains hailed in breathless expectation, What ship is th^t mutual 
recognition and a friendly salutation followed. By what a frail thread 
is our destiny in this strange world suspended ! the slightest error or 
mistake, and the blopd of a hundred gallant hearts would instantly 
have flowed.* The guns were secured, and the stately fabric in the 

* The late Commander Robert Pearce, who died in the arms of Capt. Clapper- 
ton, whom he accompanied to Africa, where lie fell a victim to the insidious climate, 
whilst endeavouring to penetrate the interior and readi the far-famed city of Tim- 
bnetoo. In every branch of his profession l^e was a most scientific, zealous, and 
accomplished officer, and truly an ornament to the service. 
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space of five minutes was lying in os quiet and deep repose> with her< 
maintop-sail to the mast^ as if the preceding scene had been an illusion 
of the senses; our gallant tars consoled themselves under their disap- 
pointment, that at least they should be enabled to have a good blow* 
out" of water. Our captain proceed^id on board the stranger, II. M. S. 
Severn, of fifty guns, and returned with the gratifying intelligence 
that she would supply us with eight tons. It is impossible to paint the 
lively and extravagant joy demonstrated hy every individual in the 
ship ; they all litcridly danced and capered at the welcome news, and 
during this efternoon many a parched and burning throat was plenti- 
fully moistened ; hunger may be borne fur days without exciting a 
murmur, but thirst is 'excruciating, especially wfen heightened by the 
stimulating auxiliaries of salt junk and pork. ^ 

In the afternoon we parted company with the gallant vessel that 
came so opportunely to our relief, and in the course of a few days 
boarded a Swedish schooner, which had an English newspaper on 
board stating that peace had been signed at Ghent on the 24th of De- 
cember. It was now approaching to the close of February, and we dis- 
patched our third lieutenant in the vessel to apprise Rear-Admiral 
Cockburn of the fact. On his return we received orders to proceed to 
Bermuda and refit, prior to sailing for England ; our prisoners were 
naturally rejoiced at the news, and in our berth, where a dozen of the 
most respectable took up their quarters, their return to the laud of 
their nativity, was the constant and unremitting theme. Poor fellows ! 
during the whole cruise, we endeavoured, to the utmost, to render their 
lot as comfortable as circumstances would permit : they seemed fully to 
appreciate our kindness, especially when they observed the luxury they 
enjoyed in comparison with their less favoured brethren, who at night 
were constantly confined in the fore-hold ; it was an act of necessity, 
but their fate really excited the deepest commiseration, not being 
used to the hardships and vicissitudes consequent on u maritime life. 
They repeatedly declared, that every soul in America had long been 
tired of the war and most ardently prayed for the bli?ssings of peace. 
On our passage we recaptured a prize brig called the Hope; we 
boarded her under American colours, and it was with considerable 
difficulty the prize master could be made to comprehend that the whole 
affair was not a joke, as he strenuously insisted that our frigate was 
the Macedonian. When he came up the side, lie advanced with an air 
of the most consummate gravity towards the captain, saying, I guess, 
captain, if the Warrior privateer had been here, we should have shown 
you a little play for it ; I calculate as how we should have knocked 
away a few of yoi!r fine spars and flying kites ; but, however, captain, 

I surrender .my sword," at the same time suiting the action to the word 
with a most ridiculous mock-heroic bow. The captain coolly ordered 
the quarter-master to take possession of it, and the discomfited prize** 
master retreated over to the lee-side of Uie quarter-deck amidst the 
general titter of the assembled Mids, whilst the crest-fiillen Yankee, 
conceived himself treated with the grossest indignity and contempt. 

In the beginning of March, we arrived at Bermuda, which is one of, 
the loveliest spots in the creation to behold from the sea, but the mo- 
ment you step on terrib*firnia the illusioii vauibhe&— barrenness predo- . 
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minates amidst picturesque scenery^ and the grwsest imposition of 
every description supersedes the benevolent hospitality one is led to 
expect in a British colony^ which has attained a high degree of cele- 
brity from the supposition of its being the spot where Shakspeare has 
laid the scene of his immortal Tempest ; and although Prospero no 
longer waived his magic wand/ yet at this period the^ island was enli- 
vened by the presence of the Resident, American frigate^ which had 
been captured by the Endymiohj im company with a squadron of fri- 
gates under the command of Capt. Hayes. Onl;^ having once previously 
visited an American frigate^ (the Chesapeak in Halifax Jiarbour^) of 
course I very soon took an opportunity of gratifying mjs curiosity by 
inspecting tne President. She was certainly % noblb ship^ having 
beams and scantling fully equal to those of a 74 ; her store-rooms were 
magnificent^ and herjower yards and masts were on equally as grand a 
scale ; she had been (Ireadfully cut up in her hulb while her antagonist 
chiefly suffered in the rigging. Of course tlm American pride was 
deeply hurt at the result of this aotihn, but tney strenuously denied 
being defeated by the Endymion singly^ and said they had not struck 
until the Pomone had fired two broadsides into them ; however, this 
point might be disputed. 1 happened to be on board the Endymion all 
night on duty, and in the gun-room heard the whole account of the 
action related to our surgeon, whose brother, Mr. Boyter, was serving 
on board as a niaster*s-mate, by which it clearly appeared that if she 
had not already struck to the Endymion, the superior fire and dis- 
cipline of the British frigate over the American was fully apparent, 
as well by instituting a comparison of the loss each ship incurred, as 
from the circumstance of the Endymion bending a new suit of sails in 
little more than half an hour, and this too, accomplished in the dark- 
ness of night, immediately after a severe action ; however, every officer 
on board the British frigate fully concurred in o[)inion, that the Ame- 
rican had already struck, })rior to the arrival of the Pomoiie. Among 
the President’s crew were several Englishmen, who made no mystery 
of having even served on board our men-of-wur, for when lying along- 
side the Guard-ship, I heard frequent conversations carried on between 
oiir boat’s crow and the ])risoncrs at the grated ports. 

We were now gladdenq;! by the arrival of our gallant fellows who 
had been captured by the gun-boats; they had been conveyed to 
Charlcsttwi, and had been exceedingly well^ treated, the master's-mate 
and assistant-surgeon being all<hved their parole, and were invited to 
the houses of many of the principal inhabitants, where they had balls 
and evenigg parties. The Americans were excessively proud of the 
capture they had made, and christened our launch the II— —junior; 
every expedient was resorted to, every temptation held out. to our men 
to induce them to ’enter, but it is gratifying to record, that every soul 
was loyal to his country. They were frequently visited in their con- 
finement by an old Irisli lady, who constantly exhorted them^to be true 
to their Kin^ and the land of their birth. She frequently furnished 
them with various'necessarics and comforts, of which they stood much 
in need. 

I cannot refrain from mentioning one act of grateful recollection 
that does honour to the human heart. ,After the battle and bombard- 
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meat of the city of Baltimore, among several other prisoners who were 
confined on board our frigate^ was a gentleman named Wills ; he was 
a respectable stationer^ and had been captured while serving in the 
National Militia ; he messed in our berth, and partook with several 
others of such homely fare as the mids of a cruising frigate were ac- 
customed to provide. After being conveyed to Bermuda, he had been 
sent home in a cartel to Baltimore. • I'he moment the newspapers 
informed him of the capture of our officers and men, he addressed a 
letter to |^fr. James Creagh, regretting that the fortune of war had 
made him a,prisoner, and requesting him to draw hpon him for any 
sums of money that he mi^nt require, and stating that he should never 
forget the kindness he had experienced on board our ship, and as a 
feeble return he might depend upon being furnished with evlry neces- 
sary his situation demanded. However the peace might have neu- 
tralized this worthy Aiaii’s intentions, these are Valuable traits, and 
tend to soften the asperities of war. Being ready for sea, the body of 
the late Capt. Sir Peter Parker, Bart.* was disinterred from a vault 
in St. George’s town, and once more transferred to the custody of our 
gallant captain, (who had been his friend and messmate in early 
^outh,) that the mortal remains of this lamented officer might slumber 
in his native land, honoured by his friends, his country, and the pro- 
fession to which he was so bright an ornament. As a tribute of re- 
spect to the manes of this young hero, our ship was put into mourning 
by minting her sides a deep grey, and all her masts black. 

Elate at the idea of once more revisiting the white cliffs of Britain, 
our anchors were weighed, the fluttering canvas swelled proudly to the 
breeze, whilst the gallant vessel ploughed the bosom of the main, until 
the Mudian shore sank beneath the glittering horizon. Joy was in 
every eye — ^for our destined haven was Old England. 

R. J. B. 


* Capt. Sir P. Parker, Bart, commanded the Menelaus frigate in August 1814, 
when he was ordered up the Patapsco River, near Bdtimore.r He landed at the 
head of a division of seamen and marines in the night, to attack a portion of the 
enemy that had assembled a few miles from the beach. Whilst traversing a wochI to 
gain their position, the enemy, in treble the force he had been led to expect, sud- 
denly opened a tremendous fire ; the gallant and heroic Parker received a buck-shot 
in the thigh which pierced the femoral artery, but still continued to cheer on his 
men ; in five minutes he fell faint and exliausted in the anns of Lieut. Robert 
Pearce, and in the space of few minutes mose the vital spark had fled. He had 
bled to death. His gallant seamen and marines fought like tigers : they succeeded in 
carrying off all their killed and wounded. The body of Sir Peter was embalmed, 
and when he was removed on board our ship, the rugged countenances of liis gal- 
lant crew betrayed manly grief fur their heroic Captain, who fell at the early age 
of 29. We conveyed him to Bermuda preserved in spirits, where he was interred 
with all the honouils due to his rank, and on being conveyed to England a party of 
seamen and marines, attended by the officers of our ship, followed his second funeral 
to St. Margaret*s, Westminster. 
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ON THR DEFENCE OF JERSEY. 

In the event of a War with France^ which sooner or later must be 
deemed unavoidable^ an attack upon the Norman Isles is highly proba- 
ble. That the defence of these islands has been thought of before 
can be no matter of doubts when the importance of their possession to 
Great Britain and their vicinity t^ France are considered ; and that 
characters of high military talent and reputation have also presided at 
thosccouncils which devised the meansresorted to for their protection^ can 
no less be questioned when reference is made to the litt df the Lieut.- 
Governors of those Isles^ as well as to the navies of JiBe officers who 
have been successively attached to their Staffs^ or again occasionally 
sent over by the Governmenf for the immediate purpose of securing 
those islands from foreign aggression. 

But let not the soldier be hereby deterred ^rom investigation^ or 
from delivering his sentiments on an object at snce so important to the 
country^ and of so general an intercut to the military Art« since^ while 
he is attempting to trace a proper mode of defence for Jersey^ his en- 
deavours will serve equally to illustrate the defence of small islands in 
general ; besides the means suggested, if differing from those already 
recommended miw lead to disquisition, and this disquisition tend either 
to modify or confirm the measures previously determined on. . 

Without farther remarks, we shall, therefore, at once proceed to our 
design, by establishing, that the defence of Jersey, like that of all 
smajl islands, consists — on the principle of the defence of great river&— 
first in preventing the cnemy^from landing ; and secondly, should he 
succeed in landing, in preventing the troops, as they successively 
arrive on shore, from forming. 

It is to the batteries erected along the shore we have principally to 
look for the attainment of the first ol^ect. They are to be so situated, 
after a careful survey of the coast and sounding along the sam.e, that 
by their cross fire they may baffle approach to any place accessible to 
ail enemy, as Veil as injure the enemy's shipping. The erecting of 
these batteries, and the selection of the spots where their effects will 
be most destructive, becomes a province of the artillery officer and 
engineer, assisted by the* Naval department, which latter is to point 
out the several landing-places, together with the courses necessarily to 
be pursued for disembarkatiqp. • The as»stance which would be de- 
rived here from the Light Brigade of Artillery will clearly appear ; 
while the reflection, how desirable the presence of a British fleet would 
be at the^ime, will naturally suggest the advantage that would result 
from a harbour capable of containing a naval force (and which that of 
Boulay at a moderate expense would afford,) particularly tvhen the ex- 
tensive works, erected at clierbourg — calculated to shelter, I believe, the 
entire French Beet — arc taken into co;isideration, as well as the num- 
berless worliip in progress at the various harbours lying along the Bay 
of Cancale. 

The second object, that of preventing the enemy from forming while 
landing, by driving the men back into the sea as they successively 
reach uie shore, must depend on the united efforts of the Light Brigade 
of Artillery, a rapid fire of musketry, and brisk charges of a body of 
Cavalry or Infontry. 
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It becomes^ therefore, obvjoua that the instruction of the Militia of 
the Norman Isles. should be directed to the few evolutions which, in con- 
formity with the above premises, it may be called upon to perform. The 
existing system of warfare scarcely leaves a doubt, that a hostile enter- 
prise against Jersey by t^e Frencn will never be ventured on. except 
by a considerable and overwhelming force, which if landed and formed 
would preclude resistance, unless m the instance of Fort Regent, to 
which the defending trocqMkiuustA fu that; case, immediately withdraw. 
The small^ ftactgnfc, of the islmid and its high state of cultivation com- 
bine to negative any attempt at warlike operations'. It is true that 
the bold sceoeiy of some of the Small Bays might, at first sight, favour 
the martial sentimenw of a protracted warfare; but the idea is soon 
abandoned when it is observed that this favourable state oPlocality is 
of no extent, and that, seldom continuing for the space of a mile, it 
sinks, after two or three hillocks have been passed, into a rich and cul- 
tivated country, the general aspect of Jersey. ,, 

Assuming this mode^of defence to be adopted, the expediency of the 
Light Brigade of Artillery, as farmed by Major General Sir Colin 
Halhett. will be clearly seen. It consists at present of 24 Six- 
pounders ; were it increased in number, and the pieces, at least partly, 
of a heavier .metal, still greater benefit would most likely result from 
this salutary measure. 

Tlie next object" for consideration is the body of Cavalry, which the 
raising of a corps'* of ¥eomanry. from three to four hundred strong, will 
eifcctually supply. The necessity on the part of each man for keeping 
a horse wonla naturally render the composition of this corps respecta- 
ble, and of that valuable class of men, who cannot well be provided 
with commissions in the JMilitia, yet who. from their state of indepen- 
dence. bold a certain rank in their parishes. 

The expected duty of this body of Cavalry would be. by repeated 
charges, to prevent the enemy frpm forming as they successively reach 
the shore, and to drive them back into their boats or the sea ; it might 
likewise, as well os the Light Brigade of Artillery, be^of great advan- 
tage in covering th,e retreat by checking the enemy's advance as much 
as possible. These corps, the Light Artillery and Cavalry, should be 
severally divided into three bodies, which^ in the event of alarm, 
should repair, each to its appropriate station, namely, the three prin- 
cipal landing-places. St. Oiien, Granville, and St. Aubin Bays : and 
here, the^ advantage of disphtch whicli vould immediately result from 
the suggestion of Sir Colin Halke^t to erect the sheds or stores for 
the use of the A:^til]erv, and to keep the pieces, at these three 
principal points at which attack may be apprehended, is manifest. 
Were, in war time, a few large waggons also, kept in readiness within 
' these stores or shedk, capable of coQ^yeying bodies of -Infantry from one 
Bay to another, as circumstances may render urgent, additional benefit 
would accrue, while the appropriate situation of these warlike stores 
at the thtee chief ^ints of assault, would become still more con- 
spicuons. 

It will be evident that the proximity of the inhabitants to St. Ouen, 
Granville, or St. Aubin's Bay. and the local situations of their abodes. 

. must chiefiy infiuence their appointments to the particular division of 
"4lie corps of Light Artillery and Horse to which they belong ; and 
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that Ae same principle should be acted on in directing the individuals 
to their respective batteries. 

The Brigade of Light Artillery^ and corps of Yeomanry Cavalry 
being filled up, and the persons to be attached to the several batteries 
along the coast appointed — these principal objects of defence provided 
-for^the remaining part of the inhabitants may be distributed into 
four regiments of infantry, of «vhiclt one would likewise, in case of 
alarm, assemble at St. Oue% one»at Granville Bay, and one at St. 
Aubin’s Bay and the town. The fourth, destined to the defence of 
the smaller accessible harbours, — Greye de Lecq, Bemuit, Boulay Bay, 
Roselle, and St. Catharine, and to rd^thforch the detadinvents of regu- 
lars stationedat thosO^posts, might, by companies? repairlto the churches 
of St. Mdiry, St. John, Trinit js o^d St. Martin, to proceed from thence 
to their respective destination, or wherever their services may be re* 
quired. 

The same precautions should be taken to provide for the defence of 
St. Brelade's Bay, and the eastern ,00081 of St. Clement, by directing 
thither detachments of the^ Granville, and St. Aubin regiments, or ap- 
pointing those posts as rendezvous for one or two companies of those 
regiments. 

That such an arrangement, though deemed fundamental, should un- 
dergo occasional alteration, and, that in the case of invasion, the seve- 
ral corps once assembled, should be liable to leave their stations to re- 
pair to the points attacked, need scarcely be observed ; but this be- 
comes the province of the General commanding, wlio, ])repared against 
surprise, and knowing where, his forces lie, will direct them where 
threatened, so as to act in mass against the assailant. 

The distribution of the inhabitants into the foot regiments again, 
should be chiefly determined by their proximity to the assembling 
posts, witliout any attention beii^ paid to the boundaries of the pa- 
rishes, or in fact, any other consideration whatever, but that which 
promotes the defence of the island, ;^e great^ and indeed, the sole ob- 
ject, to which Qfrery other must give way. 

It may not be altogether inappropriate here to say a few words re- 
specting the movements to whloli the Militia of the Norman Isles 
might TO trained, according to the view we hhve taken of the defence 
of the island ; namely, to prevent the hostile troops, while landing, 
from forming, and to repel them ^ from the shore. These movements 
we shall readily find to be the^barge in line, and the charge of a line 
of central double columns, as practised by the Russians ; the instruc- 
tion of th^ Militia should accordingly be principally cmifined to the 
advance and charge in line, to the formation of the close column in 
rear of the right division, and that in front of the left company ; and, 
while in mass, to inarching to the ftont, to the rear, to either flank, and 
wheeling in all directions ; and they should particularly be . rendered 
ftmiliar with the centre double cofunom^ which, formed by tbe com- 
panies of theP right wing moving rapidly behind right centre com- 
pany, and companies of the left wing behind tfie left centre company, 
is immediately to be advanced to the charge"*, which is here effected on 
the front of a grand division. The instant preceding collision, a dis- 
charge of the two front ranks may be djrected ; and while rushing for- 
ward to the shock, the two companies in rear may file out, to act as 
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tirailleurs, or form in line on each flank. The latter are to pnrsue the 
flying enemy^ while the double column^ after its successful charge^ 
halts* rapidly deploys into line, to fire by half battalions* or to give a 
volley as soon as extended. 

The firings in which the militia-men are to be practised* might be 
reduced to the volley* the firing by half battalions, and that by alter- 
nate companies* in which two companies acting independently and to- 
gether* the one fires as Boofi as the«otheris loaded. 

In condusion* we shall venture a few remarks rqi^pecting the roads* 
Avhich* as tlv*y were established by General Don* as a means of defence* 
(by facilitating the rapid mm^ch of the troops, and conveying the artil- 
lery to the points of alltaek*) cannot well be left unnoticed. Without 
entering into tactical discussions respec^ing their military advantages* 
or balancing the benefits they procure by promoting the conveyance of 
troops to the threatened points* against the disadvantages they present* 
by favouring the advance of an enemy* after he has efiected a landing; 
and admitting such roads to be of general utility to the island* it is 
impossible to forbear remarking how much the object of facilitating the 
prepress of troops might have l^en promoted* had a more regular sys- 
tem been pursued in the cutting of the roads. For instance, had a 
main road been constructed in as straight a line as circumstances would 
permit* from St. Ouen'a Bay to Granville Bay* it would have accele- 
rated the removal of troops from one of the principal points of attack 
to the other ; and this road* by dividing the island* would have admit- 
ted of se^ral cross roads to the churches of l^t. Mary* St. John* Tri- 
nity* and St. Martin* and from thence continuing to the harbours of 
Greve de Lecq, Bonuit* Boulay* Roselle* and St. Catharine ; as well 
as allowed on the southern side a cross road to St. Brelade* and two 
broader ones* the one to St. Aubin's Bay, the other to St. Helier : the 
latter would have joined the main road* about half a mile or a mile be- 
yond St. Saviour’s church. The road frofti St. Ouen’s* round the island* 
and passing through St.7U[ary* St. John* Trinity* St. Martin* Ghran- 
ville* St. Clement* to town, might have been preserved* as well as the 
road along the shmre from St. Helier’s to St. Brelade. 

On the roads leading to St. Helier^s* from the main road* at about a 
mile or a mile and a half from town* slight ^vorks* capable of arresting 
the enemy for a while, might have been erected, and this might have 
been likewise repeated on the St. Brelade road leading to town. The 
advantages which would aeWe from thNis delaying the enemy* were it 
even but for half an hour* would be exceedingly great ; as whatever 
might be the precautionary measures taken to put Fort Rjegcnt into 
a state of defence, the influx of troops and inhabitants pouring towfurd 
the town* most lead to some disorder* which the temporary retardment 
the assailant experiences in his pcopess* by the necessity of carrying 
these works* might afibrd time to repair. 


Lupus. 
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REMINISCBNCBS OF A SUBALTERN. 

NO* V. 

We occupied our old quafters at Nave-d-Aver^ and were ^ell 
received by tlie inhabitants^ who preferred taking .a quiet view of the 
combats of the 3rd and 5th to teking a part in Xoth or either; dieir 
plan of operations was of a far diffeaent sort» and, although unattended 
with any danger tq themselves, was fraught with the most jdisastrous 
consequences to their foes, which is, no matter what m^y be urged 
against it, the very essence of the art of waf. 

It may perhaps be "asked what their method was ^ oi* why I, a mere 
subalterii,*8hould take upon myself the censorship, of the art of war ? 
My answer to the former shall be plain and J hope conclusive. To 
the latter, that having served during part of the year 1809, the entire 
of 1810, 11, 12, and part of 13, in the third division (commonly desig- 
nated the Jtghthig divisio7i) of the V^ninsubr army — and the division 
never having, during the period alluded to, squibbed off as, much as one 
cartridge without my being in my place— 1 had opportunities of gain* 
iiig, and I think 1 did gain, a little insight into military tactics. If, 
however, the view 1 have taken of the subject upon which 1 am speak- 
ing, be an erroneous one, I fear my readers will come to the conclusion 
that 1 have lost some time which might have been better employ- 
ed, or to speak more plainly, that I. have mistaken my , profession. 
Marshal Saxe used to say, that a miite which had made twenty cam- 
paigns under Cwsar would still be but a mule. • 

1 have digressed thus far before touching on a subject that no doubt 
(although 1 have not seen any work of the kind) has been written upon, 
and upon which ihuch diversity of opinion did exist at one time in 
England ; whether it still exists or no. 1 shall nut pretend to say, not 
having been in the United Kingd6m for so^ years ; but certain it is 
that a very general opinion was prc#lent ' war in the Penin- 

sula was carriedion, on the part of the peasantry, spirit bordering 
more on a crusade, than the ordinary exertions of a.l^rave people strug- 
gling for liberty; and that those heroes foughjynoce Jike a parcel of 
devils incarnate than mor{al men. Indeed the' engravings struck off 
at Lisbon in commemoration of those days, certainly 'represented them 
as a gigantic, ferocious people, while the few Britis]y'.that;,wc^n thibwn 
into the back-ground, looked iilBa so many Hwarfs, who were afraid to 
come to close quarters the Frehch. I have ever combated, this 
mistaken ppiiiioii, nor does the recollection of the hundreds of those 
heroes that I have seen marched to the different depots, handcuffed, 
like a parcel of criminals, weaken the view 1 have taken qf the volun* * 
tury part the Penibsular Picople in the contest. In a ti'ord, their 
plan was this. ' 

The moment our 4;roops had completely routed a parcel of the 
enemy*s iiifaAtry, strewing the ground with dead nn^d wounded, dis- 
organized a park of artillery, or unhorsed some^^squadrons of dragoons, 
then, and then onlv would these gallant fettbf»s saHy forth from their 
lurking-places, and, first taking the precaution put a stop to any sort 
of parley from their unfortunate victims^by knocking them on the head, 
completely rifle them of eyery thing they possessed. On the contrary, 

U. S, JoURN. ^o. 31. JlTKE 1831. 
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if <mr Jbreaps met with any reverse, as in the case of Don Julian San- 
chez and his rag^d band, our aUies would take advantage of every 
aeeident of ground, and make one of those rapid retrograde movements, 
sufficient to baiBe the evolutions of the most redoubtable regi- 
mi^t in the French army. This, I s^, is the true harassing sys-* 
tein» and the one suited to the genius of the Peninsular nations. -Tt 
weakens your enemy, and is attended with no risk to yourselves or 
your friends, which is the same thing ; for in England many think that 
the Portuguese and Spaniards did as much, if not more, during the 
Peninsular contest, than the British army. 

I rememf}|^r once, upon'" my r^urn home in the year 1813, getting 
myself closely cross-examined by an old lawyer, because 1 said 1 thought 
the Portuguese troops inferiotr to the ^ri^nch, still more to the British. 
** Inferior to the British> Bir! 1 have read Lord Wellington's last dis- 
patch, and he says the Portuguese fought as well as the British, and I 
suppose you w'on*t contradict him /” I saw it was vain to convince 
tins pugnacious old man of .the necfssiiy for saying those complimentary 
things, and we parted mutually dissatisfied with each other ; he taking 
me, no doubt, for a forward young ignorant puppy, and I looking upon 
him as a monstrous old toe. 

After the affair of Pombal; >Oen. Beresforf was detached with the 
second division to the.;province of Alentejo. He passed the Tagus at 
Villa Velha, and reached Portalegre on the 20th of March. On the 
24th he advanced to Gampo-Mayor ; this town was occupied by three 
thousand French troops, under the command of Gen. Latour Maubonrg. 
On perceiving the advanced guard of Gen. Beresford's^ army, he quitted 
the town, and established his troops on the heightsr in its rear. The 
13th regiment of light dragoons gallantly charged the cavalry of Lsttour 
Maubourg and overthrew them at the first onset, but the French infantry, 
which were posted behind their cavalfiy, formed into square, and not only 
protected their. own l^oragbut drov’e back ours with considerable loss. 
The hrave^ of'thgjJ!i||jH their cavalry from total defeat and 

disgrace, am reform and advance again to the com- 
bat. Tlie^iibt^j^ that promptitude which characterizes French 

this change in their favour, and continued 
their Repeatedly performing this fine manceuvre, 

111^4 reaching the Guadiana unbroken, and un- 
queadloflab l^iy ith^e honours of the day on their side. They neither 
mst hagga^ or clKiou, and not more »than twenty prisoners fell into 
our hands. The conduct of the 13th Light Dragoons in this affair 
was particularly djpishing. 

Gen. Beresford quartered his army in the neighbourhood of ISlvas, and 
made preparations to act on the left bank of the Guadiana. On thq 
4th of Apm he passed that river wi^ little •opposition. He reconnoH 
tred Olivenza, add was informed by His spies that the garrison consist- 
edvof only iivediundred in&ntry. This was doubtless an oversight on 
the part of the Duke of Dalmatia, because a town of sudh extent re- 
quired a force of at least three thousand men. No time was lost in in- 
vesting it; the first parallel was 'completed on the 12th of April; 
on the 15th the batteries opened, and on the same day Olivenza sur- 
rendered; but the power of thq^ enemy was still unshaken; the sur- 
prise of a single garrison, thdhgh a distinguished^ evidence of what 
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might be done by our troops^ was trivial in the scale of a war to be 
conducted against the whole power of France. 

Matters remained- thus in this quarter^ and Lord Wellington, after 
the battle of Fuentes-de-Onore, and the retreat of the army of Portu- 
gal across the A^eda, employed himself in giving directions for the 
repairs of the injury inflicted by Brennier upon Almeida previous to his 
evacuation of that fortress. • 

The troops had recovered from their fatigues and were fresh again, 
and ready for any thing, when accounts reached us from thq Alentejo 
that Gen. Beresford was carrying on the siege of Bad^oz, in which ope- 
ration he was likely to be disturbed by Mafshal Souk, wjio was on his 
march from Seville. • Our division broke up from its Cantonments on 
the 16th *of May, and Lord Wellington, who rode at a rapid pace, 
reached Elvas in three days. There he received the report of the battle 
of Albuera. 

The weather was fine and we continued our route without any forced 
marches, taking the* old beaten traqk through t^astello Branco, Niza, 
and Portalegre. Our march was uninterrupted by any particular 
incident ; we had no enemy near us, and were therefore left to 
ourselves. The soldiers were gay as was usual, full of that humour 
and anecdote which hope but those who have served with an Irish 
regiment can estimate ; and the dead Frenchman on the banks of the 
Duos Casas still afforded amusement to the women. Well, yees 
may all be talking,” said Mrs. Murphy of the grenadier company : 

Yees may all say what yees like, but he was. the boy after all ; 
Och ! kwas he, when he was alive, (the Lord be marciful to his soul !) 
it was he that wouldn’t be long coaxing a girl out of her sarvice.” 
“ Well, a’tanny rate, Mrs, Murphy,” said Tim Muldoon, the tailor of 
the company, he had a mighty ugly big head.” A big head ! faith 
and every thing about him was big/' rejoined she ; ** but what the devil 
are you but a tailor, and that's the ninth mrt of a ipan/’ A shout 
followed this hit of Mrs. Murphy's, and mum for 

the remainder qf the day. ’ 

L pressed Bell, our staff-surgeon, to prese#^^Mi^e;siS|m% ^f this 
herculean figure, but he said it was too cumbr^^||id he 

had enough of living subjqpts to occupy him, 

ones. The Turk that assassinated Kleber at Cailli^HL wj^ec^elehr 
ton they show in the Museum at the Garden of ig^aris/' Was a 
large man, but he was a mere pigmy as coiflpared wRi this fellow. ' 

The French army have the character of being the best marchers in 
Europe, and I know from experience that no men, to use a phrase of 
the Fancy," understand better than they dp, how to hit and 
away /' nevertheless, 1 would say, that an army compose^ exclusively 
of Irishmen would outmarch anyt French army, as much as 1 kn^w 
they would outflght them. The quality which carHes a Frenchipon 
through, and enables him to overcome obstacles^ truly formicl^e 
in themselvSs, is his gaiety, and his facility of accommodating not 
only his demeanour but his stomach also, to circumstances as tl^y 
require it. An Irishman is to the foil as gay as a Frenchman ; if he 
does not pBssess his piquaiU wit,— * and 1 don't say that he does 
not, — ^he has in a paramount degree, the rich humour qf his own coun- 
try, which is no where else to be found. . He can live on as little 
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nourishment as a Frenchman ; give him his pipe of tobacco, and he will 
march for two days without food and without grumbling — ^give him, in 
addition, a little spirits and a biscuit, and he will work for a week. 
This will not be a task so easy of accomplishment to the English sol- 
dier ; early habits have given him a relish for good eating, and plenty of 
it too : if he has not a regular allowance of solid food, it is certain he 
will not do his work well for any ^reot length of time. But an Irish 
fellow has been accustomed all kis life to be what an Englishman 
would consider half-starved; therefore cpantity or quality is no 
great consideration with him ; his stomach is like a corner cupboard-— 
you might th^ow any ihing'^into it ! Neither do you find elsewhere the 
lively thought,* the cheerful song, or pleasant story to be met only 
in an Irish regiment. We h‘id a few Englishmen in my corps, and I 
do not remember ever to have heard one of them attempt a joke. But 
there are those who think an Irish regiment more difficult to manage 
than that of any other nation. Never was there a more erroneous idea. 
The English soldier is to the full as drunken as the Irish, and not 
half so pleasant in his liquor. 

The§e opinions are, however, mere matter of fancy. Some of our 
best regiments were English, and one, to please me, decidedly the 
finest ill the Peninsular army, the ^rd^. was^incipally composed of 
Englisligieii. Then there was that first-ral^ tattle regiment, the 4.5th, 
a parcel of Nottingham weavers, whose sedentary habits would lead 
you to suppose they could not be prime marcherf, but the contrary was 
the fact, and they marched to the full as well as my own corps, which 
were all Irish save three or four. But if it come to a hard tug, and 
that we had neither rations or shoes, then, indeed, the Connaught 
Rangers would be in their element, and outmarch almost any battalion 
in the service ; and for this plain reason, that scarcely one of them wore 
many pair of shoes prior to the date of his enlistment, and as to the 
rations, (the most part of them at all events) a dozen times had 
been in all^probability t^^ outside oi their acquaintance with such a 
delicacy. " 

But the pand sem'et, in a good marching, good fighting, or loyal 
regiment,., one not to a habit of deserting, is being well command^ 
ed ; becav[^e tbf Meat liody of men may bo ruined, the efforts of the 
bravest xegini^t^' l&ralyzed, and the best ilisposed corps become ma- 
raudefrs ahd^eserj^s, from having an inefficient man at their head. 

At a period laWr than *the one i am touching upon, my regiment 
was placed in a situation where the greatest facilities were afforded, 
and the strongest temptation made use of, to induce the men to desert. 
Several regiments lost from one to three liundred men each ! but not- 
withstanding that we were stationed on the bank of a river, within a 
few hours' sail of the American territory-r-notwitlnstanding that the 
fivj^T was crowded with their trading vessels, and that more than one 
third of the battalion were allowed a&ily to work on board those ships, 
which were hourly arriving and departing, — and notwitlfstandiiig that 
we had no possible means of preventing the desertion of the entire 
regiment in a night if they chose it— we never lost one man ! 

This is a fact that I take the greatest pride in recording of my old 
, flfenfirades, and a point that in my opinion is worthy the attention of 
at the head of regiments. It may not be amiss to add that the 
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men^ generally speaking, were in debt in consequence of the arrival of 
a detachment from Ireland ; the company I paid owed about fifty pounds, 
and the other companies averaged the same amount. But by a good 
commanding officer, 1 do not mean one too fond of quackerj ^ — quite 
the contrary. Too much training is as bad as too little ; we had no 
fuss with our men-— no chocolate breakfast, and we had but few, as com- 
pared with others, on the sick list. We generally turned out half as 
strong again as other regimentsf; but ours was no rule to go by^ be- 
cause the soldiers were too hardy* to bo overcome by any ordinary 
fatigue, and too good-humoured, if they were, to let thoir officers 
know it. Poor Joe Kelly used to call us th^ united Irishiren, 

Colonel Alexander Wallace, who commanded us for s» many years, 
and unde^ whom the regiment repeatedly coveted itself witH glory, 
was the very kind of man we Vanted. Although a Scotsman himself, 
he was intimately acquainted with the sort of men he had under him, 
and he dealt with them, and addressed their feelings, in a way that was 
peculiar to himself, and suited to them. In aciiofl he was the same as 
on parade, and in either case he was as he should be. If .we were 
])laced (as we often were) in any critical situation, he would explain 
to the soldiers what he expected them to do ; if in danger of being 
charged by cavnlry^^J^ would say, JVIind the square; you know 1 
often told you that iTs^exl^ou had to form it from line, in face of an 
enemy, you'd be in a d ugly way, and have plenty of noise about 
you ; mind the tellingd'qff, and don't give the false touch to your right 
or left hand man; £5®# by G — d, if you arc once broken, you'll be 
running here and there like a parcel of frightened pullets T But 
Colonel Wallace was out of his place as a mere commander of a 
regiment; he was eminently calculated to head a division, because 
he not only possessed that intrepidity of mind which would brave 
any danger, but genius to discover the means of overcoming it. 
It was by his foresight that our brave companions, the 45th, were 
sustained in their uujequal contest with Reignier s division at Bii- 
sacco; and Lord Wellington who saw, and fully appreciated the ma- 
nmuvre, rode if^) to the 88th Regiment, and seizing Colonel Wallace 
by the hand said — Upon my honour, Wallace, I never witnessed a 
more gallant charge tlian that just now made by your battalion." The 
dead and wounded of tlie 2nd, 4th, 36th, and Irish brigade, (four 
French regiments which were opposed to the 88th singly,) lay thick on 
the face of the hill, and their numbers gaye ample testimony that we 
deserved the praises bestowed upon us by our General. The ^th 
also came in for their share of praise, and no battalion ever merited 
it better than they did,— at one time they were engaged with nearly 
ten times their own numbers. 

It was the fashion with some to think that the 88th weie a parcel of 
wild, rattling, rascals, re&dy for a row — but loosely ^officered. The 
direct contrary was the fact. Perhaps in the whole British army there 
was not one^ regimeift so severely drilled. If a man coughed in the 
ranks, he was punished ; if the sling of the firelock, for an instant, left 
the hollow of the shoulder when it should not, he was punished ; and 
if he moved his knapsack when standing at ease, he was punished, more 
or less, of course, according to the offence. The consequence of this 
system, exclusively Colonel Wallace's,® was that the men never had the 
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appearance ef being fatigued upon a inarch, and when they halted, you 
did not see them thrusting their hrelocks against their packs to support 
them* Poor Bob Hardiman of the 45th said, the reason the Con- 
naught Rangers carried their packs better than any other regiment 
was, that ih&f never had any thing in them ! and, to speak candidly, 
wig never had more than was necessary, and in truth it was very little 
that satisfied our fellows. A writer of celebrity so strongly bears me 
out in what 1 have been saying, that T shall take leave to quote a few 
lines of his opinion of my old corpl. 

Our division continued to march in pursuit of the enemy till near dark, 
when we tool: up our quarters in some villages and farm-houses. In one of 
these latter, where 1 was proceeding to quarter some of my company, 1 
found a party o/ the light company 4>f the 8Bth or Connaught RsoigeFS, who 
after the pursuit of the euemy-had brought up there for the ni^t. They 
were all tolerably fresh, as may be supposed, and were seated round the the 
cutting their jokes, as they contemplated with greedy looks the culinary 
process which was taking place in a targe cauldron depending from the roof 
of a kitchen chimney. ‘The first salutation I received on entering wsts, 
* Plase your honour, you will be after taking some of oiir sapper; we have 
got a couple of geese boiled in wine V This invitation, however my curio- 
sity might have disposed me to taste of so novel a dish, 1 could tioi accept ; 
hut 1 left a party of my soldiers to iissist thexq ^ di^ussing the banquet, 
which 1 have no doubt was highly ftftth, although from 

their one would suppose them to bo a ^B||)nng set, was a very good 
regiment and in excellent order. They had almyaa soldier-like look, and 
they carried their packs well, which, trifling circumstance may 
appear, is a sure sign of a good service regiment.'*^^ 

At drill our maiiccuvres were chiefly confined to line marcliing, 
echellon movements and formation of the square in every possible 
way ; and in all those we excelled. Colonel Wallace was very unlike 
on old Major, who having once got his battalion into square, totally 
forgot bow to get it out of iV. Having tried several ways, each time 
more effectually clubbing the sections, he thus addressed his officers 
and soldiers. ** Gentlemen ! 1 can clearly diswrn that there is a 
something wanting^ and I strongly recommencf you, Tvhen you reach 
your barracks, to peruse Dundas ! — IVIen, you may go home” — and he 
thus dismissed them. 

1 never remember our having as much as one adjutant’s drill ; all 
was done by the commanding officer himself. Our adjutant was left ill 
at Lisbon, and he that acted, was more of a good pen-man (an essential 
point) than a drill. 1 forget now li6w<the circumstance of our having 
been sent an adjutant from the Guards occurred ; but one of their ser- 
jeant-majors did reach us in the capacity of adjutant : on his arrivd at 
liead-quarters he dined with the Colonel, who Invited him to attend 
parade the next morning. We were under arms at ten, and never 
once ordered arms until two ! not a man fell out of the ranks, not a 
man coughed, and not a man moved his pack. When the drill was 
over, "Well,” said Colonel Wallace, " what do you think of the state 
of the battalion?” “ Very steady indeed. Sir,” replied '‘the guards- 
man. He left us that night, and we never saw him afterwards! no 
one knew where he went, but it was conjectured that he was unused 
to the inode of discipline he had just witnessed, and that he was un- 

— — 

' • Twelve Years* Military Adventui'e, Vol. II. p. S30. 
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willing to embark in an undertaking that most unquestionably would 
be no sinecure. I was not sorry for this^ because I always liad> and 
iiave^ an aversion to adjutants raised from the ranks. An adjutant is« 
properly speaking, the mouth-piece of his commanding oticer, and 
should be a gentleman capable of writing a good official letter ; and 
surely this cannot be expected or looked for in a man raised from the 
station of a private soldier. 

I knew two persons of this description : one commenced an ^official 
letter, and concluded with stating ^at his wife and children were 
quite hearty. The other, one evening in a large company, hearing an 
argument carried on as to the diffierent merits of Virgil nnd Homer, 
said, They might \ie fine fellows for aught he either knew or cared, 
but that he would lay a bet neither of them powder” and he 

would, without doubt, have won his wagSr. 

On the 22nd of May, our division reached Niza. Any person who 
has ever had tlie misfortune to remain an hour in that filthy place, 
must, no doubt, remember the squalid appearanc^h of its inhabitants ; 
perhaps the world does not contaift a more wretched race than those 
beings. The Portuguese nation are at best rather a dirty race, but 
Niza as compared withother towns, is like a filthy puddle, in compa- 
rison to a clear strea|^J[t is one of those antiquated, fortified, and 
neglected towns, whiim^J&^ Aronches, Portalegre, and Campo-Mayor, 
was once of some imporra^. At presents it is remarkable but for 
two things — the dirjuofjjis. inhabitants, and the number of storks that 
inhabit an old Moon^^^^castle which stands in the centre of the town. 
Notwithstanding the countless number of those birds, and the vo- 
racious attacks which they make upon frogs, toads, serpents, and 
other reptiles, (I wish they would attack the people !) the ditches 
were filled with the latter. Several of the soldiers w-ere stung by 
vipers and centipedes, and although 1 escaped both, I was frightfully 
bitten by fleas. 

On marching out t|ie following morning, we had not proceeded more 
than a league the Portalegre road, when Mrs. Howley, the black 
cymbal-man’s wife, ran up to our Assistant-Surgeon, w^ho was walking 
with me, and accosted him thus: Och ! Doctor Jewel, what will 
become of me ? a great baste of a sanlepelrc (the woman meant a cen- 
tipede!) has bit my pool* infant ’in the ” The screams of young 

Sambo effectually dirowned the last word delivered by Mrs. Howley; 
but it was too evident, from ajj^pearances, Jthat the part she alluded to 
was high up on the back of the thigh, where a large protuberance was 
visible. The colour of the skin was much altered ; it could scarcely 
-be said iCSa be for the worse j but black as the little creature's hide 
was, it was manifest that Mrs. Howley, as well as her infant,” had 
ample cause for complaint. * 

On the 24tli of May, we reached Campo-Mayor, and here 1 became 
acquainted with Maurice Quill. It would be quite idle in me to attempt 
giving any irery detsuled account of a character so well known ; one, 
who whenever he opened his mouth was sure to raise a laugh, and 
often before he had time to speak ; and he by whom I was introduced 
(Dr. O’Reily) was little, if any thing, inferior to Quill in either eccen- 
tricity or humour. 

The first question Quill asked O'Beily was, if we all slept soundly 
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the night Brennier got away from Almeida. O'Beily replied, that 
some of out army certainly slept sounder than was desirable ; but that 
in their afTair at Albucra, they did seem to have had their eyes per- 
fectly open, not only during the action, but after it -at this mo- 
ment, a couple of hundred of those troops that had been broken by the 
Polish horse, having escaped from the enemy, passed us. 

During our conversation, O’lieily, as .was customary with him, be- 
came quite abstracted, and apparently absorbed in his own reflections, 
and upon our turning round, we* discovered him in one of Mendoza's 
attitudes j What are you squaring at ?" demanded Maurice. My 
good friendr Quill/’ replied O’Reily, 1 have long felt the difliculty of 
coming to a satisfactory conclusion as to the probability of science being 
eventually able to overcome savage strength. There is much. Sir, to 
be said on both sides of the question, aifd I have great doubts concern- 
ing the battle about to be decided/*-—" What battle } why sure we are 
not going to fight another so soon ?** said Quill." The fight to which 1 
allude. Sir,” said 0’*Reily, with Quixote-like gravity,— for he paused 
between every word — " is the one pending between Crib and the black 
man Molineaux ; it will be a contest of science aguiiist brute strength” 
— and he threw himself into one of the finest defensive attitudes 1 
ever saw ; " there,” said he, " there is tl^^rue science for you ; 
nevertheless, it might be overcome by sava|^.i[trC!ngth, and there is the 
rub. Sir. 1 have devoted much time in endeavouring to come to a 
satisfactory conclusion on this point, but hithCrto without effect ; so 1 
must await the issue of this fearful encouM^rand my dear Quill, 
having said so much on the subject, allow meW wish you a very good 
morning/’ It was evident, that although Quill was no novice, O’Beily 
had taken a rise out of him, and it afforded us matter of amusement 
for many a day after. 

We remained in Campo-Mayor until the 27th of May, (in order to 
allow the stores and battering-train from Elvas to arrive,) on which 
day we passed the Guadiuiia at a ford, distant from San Christoval 
about three cannon-shots : Ave received no interruption in our passage 
of the river, and the operation was performed without Ihss. The 28th, 
29th, and 30th, were taken up in marking out our camp and con- 
structing huts ; and as the weather was beautiful, and our camp abun- 
dantly supplied by the peasantry, passed a very agreeable time 
of it. 

The river ran within a few yards ^f us ; its marshy banks being 
thickly covered with plantations' of oliwes, afforded a delightful shade 
to us when we either went to fish or bathe. Its breadth at this point 
might be about sixty toises, and it was well stocked Avith fine mullet. 
We had several expert fishermen amongst us, and they contrived not 
only to supply their own tables with fish, but also to increase the com- 
forts of tlieir friends. 


(To, be continued.) 
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Having accomplished the principal object of our coming into the 
river Congo> which was to nrocure wood, water, and such fresh provi- 
sions as could be met with, on the fourth day we weighed anchor, 
and continued our course to the northward ; but as the wind was too 
light to admit of our making much progress, we sent the pinnace in 
shore to survey. The country tronj Congo to Kabinda is particu- 
larly fertile, and has a most luxuriant appearance, with, I should ima- 
gine, a large population, as we observed numerous canoes fishing. In 
the evening of the second day from our leaving the Congo, we anchored 
off Kabinda, and on tl^e following morning got into th^ bay with the 
sea-breezm This is a small but ^very good harbour for moderate-sized 
vessels, being one mile and a*half in leftgth, with about five fathoms 
water in the deepest part. Situated at the head of the bay is a large 
town,t whore the king resides. The huts here are well-built and ca- 
])acious, and we found the natives very desirous of " making trade.” 
The surrounding country, as seen from the anchorage, appeared in a 
high state of cultivation ; but whether the soil is indebted to the inha- 
bitants, or Nature, we cpuld not determine. The latter is whimsically 
prolilic on some parts of this coast, while at others her sterile frown 
withers every bud of vegetation as it shouts forth. Wo were here told 
many instances of treachery practised by the tribes upon the northern 
shore of the Congo, ^^hey were represented as watching every oppor- 
tunity to attack the l^Qpiliguese boats, when, in case of their succeed- 
ing, they use their pri^ners in the most inhuman manner, torturing 
the unfortunate whites, and ultimately burning them ; while the blacks 
are preserved to be sold as slaves. We found five vessels at anchor in 
the liarbour, and as the principal traihe of the place is in slaves, we hud 
little doubt of their intentions, in spite of their vehement assertions 
■ that ivory was the sole object of their desires. In fact, had we believed 
one half the vows and protestations made by the various masters of 
traders upon this coast, we and the poor elephants would have had 
enough to do ; *for the vilest slaver that plods his blood-stained way 

* Continued from page 42. 

•f AVhen a town is spoken qf in this journal as being large, the reader must not 
picture to his imagination a city of streets, squares, and palaces, but a few rudely, 
formed huts, projected by necessity, and constructed by instinct, unassisted by art ; 

• yet in a country where the most iny^oataiit is not larger than a European village, 
such a distinction serves in some measure as a guide to their relative sines. 

X This must not be considered a mere figure of speech, as an extraoi^iaary saga- 
city in the^shark renders it a horrible reality. These destructive animals appear 
to know the cargo which the vessel is freighted with, and arc constantly in attend- 
ance during their course, looking out with the voracity so justly attributed to them 
for their daily meal | nay, I have heard many who were likely to befwell acquaint- 
ed in such matters state, that* they had not a doubt hut that frequently the same 
sharks have followed slave-ships 'the whole of their voyage from Africa to the 
liruzils, and as seldom many hours passed \fithout a fresh bait to entice them, 
this is not at dll improbable. Their meal is provided by the sufferings of, buniaii 
nature overcoming the fortitude of dcs^r ; when the miserable victim sinks be- 
neath the accumulated load of woe and disease, to regain his liberty by the hand of 
death! The bo«iy is then thrown overboanl to the expecting ^shark, who, as he 
greedily carries off his prey, leaves a slight eddy, tinged with blood, to mark his 
course. This is the tcrnib of many tiioiisaiid slaves ! — their only requiem the 
rolling billow and the howling wind, — their only sepulchre the moiistcr’s jaws ! 
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along these seas, will swear to you by all the numerous saints and sin^ 
nefs the Catholic calendar can boast of, that he comes for ivory ; and 
bec^OM it is a pleasant cruise from the Brazils/' as one fellow had 
the' impudence to tell me, without stirring a muscle of his cut-throat, 
Poitugue^e-looking countenance. 1 feel confident, that if but one- 
third of the vessels got any supply who profess being in the ivory 
trade, not a tooth would be left in the head of any elephant or hippopo- 
tomus upon the coast ! ^ ^ 

Several canoes came alongside with stock, which met with a ready 
sale at moderate prices : for an old calico shirt or pocke^handkerchief 
we procured a pair of large fowls, and sweet potatoes enough for a 
week. Thef’i^tives were very desirous of procur^ing tobacco, but as our 
crew Avere not overstocked, we did , not barter much in that article. 
Parrots are very numerous here, enlivening the woods with the most 
shrill and discordant noises. The boats having surveyed the whole of 
this harbour in the course of a day, we proceeded along the coast, which 
continued to bear the most fertile app^rance, terminated by high red 
clii& seen id 'the distance. Just before making Loango Bay, we passed 
several small villages, and the country became very low and woody. 
Observing an English schooner at anchor up the bay, we hauled in for 
her, and sent a boat on board, Avhich shortly returned with the master. 
She proved to be a vessel from Liverpool, had been on the coast fifteen 
months, really trading for ivory, and had succeeded in procuring ten 
tons. This bay is about two miles and a half .|n depth, and affords 
good anchorage, but we were led to believe>tip,ify thinly inhabited, as 
not a single canoe came off with stock. WcT continued our course, 
surveying along shore, and coming to at night, until we made Point 
Matoote, whioh forms the southern extremity of Mayumba Bay. 
Just off this place there is a most dangerous ridge of rocks, partly visible 
above ivater, with a channel of three fathoms and a half between it 
and the Point; but it is advisable to avoid it entirely, if possible, 
by going outside. Mayumba was formerly a place of much trade, but 
is now in a Avretched state of poverty and dilapidation. The probable 
cause of this is the anchorage not being good, as a heavy swell gene- 
rally sets in when the wind blows on shore, in consequence of there 
being no shelter, unless by lyinp close in upon the southern side of 
the bay, which for many reasons is not advisicble. Wo now came upon 
a very fiat sAvampy coast, passing the Seite, a small river Avith a bar at 
its entrance and numerous small creaks covered on each side with 
thick jui^le, which almost gave us the fever to look at, so humid 
and pestiferous did they appear. We next came to off Gamina, a 
small bight, Avith a toAvn of the same name, where several cafnoes came 
alongside with stock. These were the first we met with roAving oars 
instead of paddles ; they introduced themselves, by asking if we came 
to traffic in^slaves, and expressed much astonishment and dissatisfac- 
tion upon being informed that such was not our object. The fol- 
lowing mourning Ave again weighed, and passed a v^ry low sandy country, 
with numerous small creeks, apparently forming woody islands in the 
interior. The next place Ave made was Cape Lopez, Avhich we hauled 
round, and then came to, it being nearly dark. At daylight the 
following morning, sent boats away surveying, and to cut wood; 
they met with many large herds of 'buffaloes, but very wild and i^y. 
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The Doctor contrived^ however^ to shoot one, which being high in per- 
fection, proved a great acquisition to our fresh stock. Some of the 
party brought on board various specimens of beautiful shells, which 
had been picked up on the beach ; fish and turtle were also found very 
abundant at this part of the bav. During the night we had a storm, 
accompanied with the most vivid and terrific thunder and lightning. 
In the morning We stood across the bay; when about five miles and a 
half from the Cape, we met wfth a very dangerous shoal, extending 
nearly two leagues seaward from Prince's Point, some parts of which 
can be distinguished by a ripple: ^tween this and the Cape the water 
is very deep with a muddy bottmxi. When yre hauled round this shoal, 
we observed a brig at pnclior, and shortly afterwards a small schooner. 
As we continued beating up to the head of thcf bay against a strong 
tide, all the boats were dispatched to survey. I took the pinnace and 
went on the eastern coast, but a heavy rain prevented my making much 
progress. We passed several hippopotami, considerably larger than 
those we had generally seen. Finding the raiu chntinue, I made the 
boat snug for the night, taking every«precaution to keep out the torrent 
which came down with soaking violence, and succeeded so far, as only 
to find my nightcap quite wet upon awaking in the morning, my head 
having, it appeared, occupied the only spot through which a drop had 
penetrated. Having fortified the inward man, we commenced our 
work, andr in the course of the day were enabled, with the assistance 
of a fresh breeze, to C 9 mplete nearly thirteen miles of coast. This side 
of the bay is one contipued mangrove, with the exception of about 
three quarters of a mile^ consisting of a sandy beach. These mangroves 
bear the most feverish-looking aspect it is possible to conceive, and are 
the general boundary of all rivers upon this part of the coast. Their 
being composed entirely of mud, prevents the possibility of any landing 
being effected in the neighbourhood ; they are the resort of every- dis- 
gusting and vcnolnous insect and reptile— 

With all the infections that the sun sucks up 

l^oin bogs, fens, flats, !” 

The effluvium from these pestilential marshes, when the burning sun has 
been upon them for a few hours, is of the most revolting nature, being 
an exhalation from all the*filth which has accumulated for centuries in 
the river, and here undergoes the ^adjial process of decomposition. 
They are the dread of Europe|n8^ and to .us, who had frequently to 
sleep ill boats for many nights together, surrounded by them on all 
sides, they proved very fatal ; seldom were we fortunate enough to 
escape frUtn fever, or other sad memento to reniind us of their 
deadly influence. Towards sunset, 1 anchored for the night off the 
town, which is caUed Feteesh Town, situated just by the before-men- 
tioned small sapdy beach while running down for this spot, we found 
a brig at anchor, and were informed that she was French, trading for 
ivory, {donhtiess hladkg) and tortoisesKell. Upon coming to off the 
town, we observed several people waving handkerchiefs : this being an 
article of civilization not yet known amongst the natives, n^y, not even 
the receptacle from which it receives its comomen, I concluded the 
liroprietors must be of European extraction. How strange that such a 
conclusion was inevitable ! Is it not ajso strange, that Nature, when 
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she tnaSe noses^ omitted to make pocket-handkerchiefs ? She surely 
thought we could do without them^ or she would at least 
have made pockets. The inference was about as flattering to our en-> 
lightened nasal organs^ as that of the traveller who was delighted at 
seeing a man upon a gibbet^ because it convinced him that he was in a 
civilized country : so we hailed the pocket-handkerchiefs as an em- 
blem of civilization. But the most satisfactory conclusion we can come 
to is^ that white, or cultivated noses, Vequire more attention than the 
black, unsophisticated proboscis, ot rude uncultivated nature ! 

These ccogitations induced me to hoist an ensign, upon which a 
canoe camu oif with a Frenchman in- her, who stated upon coming 
alon^ide, that he belonged to the brig before mentioned ; and on 
getting into my boat^ farther informed me, that the natives had in- 
sisted upon his coming off tc^ discover oUr character and intentions, as 
they were greatly afraid we were pirates. Seeing a large boat well 
manned with white faces was certainly enougli to raise their suspi- 
cions, however little we might feel it as a compliment. Many things 
combine in this country to deprive' a man of his vanity, and make him 
almost wish to possess the perfections so much prized in the land he 
is. Some of our handsome fellows, in their own conceit, including 
myself, were much wonder-struck at finding that Nature had not one 
standard of beauty for all the world. I used to consider myself an un- 
common good~lo(fking fellofv I and when walking down Bond-street u])on 
half-pay, counted on numerous conquests en jjossant; but when we 
"arrived on this tasteless coast, 1 could produce no effect upon the 
Venuses of Hottentot ; their black hearts, hard as the forehead of Satan, 
resisted the light darts of a -northern Cupid ; each charm liere lost its 
power : lips formed like the urchin’s bow, and red as melting cherries, 
were eclipsed by the letter-box pouters of the native Adonises ; the 
nose of sculptured beauty gave place to the bisected baking-pear; 
while the hair of glossy brightness lost every charm when put in 
competition with the roasted, wool-looking stufl^ on the head of their 
beaux. This was another attack upon our vanity, because our faces 
were white, these discerning natives thought we mii6l uc thieves ! To 
continue. 

The Frenchman, having convinced himself of our honesty and 
peaceful intentions, went on shore and refforted to that eflfect; this 
[ afterwards learnt gave great Gatisfactiom to the hearers. Having 
received an invitation from niy visitor ^to cofne and see him, I went on 
shore in the evening, previously taking every precaution to guard 
against any attack, which the treacherous character of the natives 
upon this coast ^ways rendered probable ; for, with every appearance 
of friendship and' good-will, they are sometimes watching a favourable 
opportunity *to knock you on the head for the sake of your buttons and 
scalp. Upon landing, and having sent the boat from the beach, several 
people came-^irom the bush, who, I have no doubt, were stationed 
there in order to make observations upon our conduct. These fellows 
seeing only^'*onc man leave the boat besides myself, concluded we 
had not anv hostile intentions, so came forward and joined us, shaking 
hands in the most cordial manner ; they then led me to the house of 
my friend the Frenchman, which was a native hut provided for him by 
the king; and as most of these habitations were very well built, and 
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spacious, he was pretty comfortably lodged. Upon entering, I found 
four other Frenchmen belonging to the brig with my introducer^ all 
of whom said they considered themselves as perfectly safe on shore, 
the natives being extremely docile and friendly. But I was led to 
imagine this civility only lasted so long as they could get any thing by 
their visitors ; and I was farther convinced of this by the very familiar 
manner in which they helped th^selves : any one of these polite vaga- 
bonds would walk in without the least ceremony, and pour himself out 
a tumbler of brandy, or whatever else happened to be upon the table ; 
then leave the hut, without expressing a sound or sign of thanks for 
the honour which he did himself; and as tlie Frenchmen did not con- 
sider it politic to interfere, they had plenty of visitors. • l^omc of the 
natives uriQerstand a little English, which they have acquired from an 
intercourse with our traders, many of wlom make annual calls here 
to obtain ivory and palm-oil^ ( saif slaves.) About ten o'clock 1 left 
the Frenchmen, and took a walk into the town, surrounded by an im- 
mense concourse of the inhabitants ; some reqifesting me. to sleep at 
their house, others to come and drinS:, many begging for presents, and 
a few olffering them. Amidst this turbulent crew, ^vho became at last 
rather hol^prcssivc^ I could not observe much, and in fact, soon con- 
sidered it advisable to be off, therefore directed my steps as quickly as 
possible, towards the beach, which I had some diiHculty in reaching. 
I found the boat lying a little way from the shore, waiting my arrival ; 
upon her landing, all the natives stood some distance back, but imme- 
diately the oars were out, they came running to the water's edge, call- 
ing in numerous different keys, and modes of expression, to beg 1 
would come on shore again; amoUgst this variety of sounds, one 
voice above the rest, said in good English, and rather a sepulchral 
tone — If you don't come on shore in the morning, we will come off 
and murder you all !" This friendly notice did not cause me much 
uneasiness, such threats seldom being made when it is intended to 
execute them; I therefore considered it as merely intended to 
alarm us, and ^^^terrnined to make farther inquiry as to the author, 
it appearing quite evident that none but an English tongue could 
possibly have given so good a pronunemtion. I accordingly went on 
shore the next day to bre^fast : upon my landing, a vast number of 
the inhabitants were on the beach, waiting my arrival, many with 
fowls, tortoiseshell, sweet potatoes, &c. for sale, and others merely to 
gratify their curiosity, which fwellng we faund as prevalent in the 
wilds of Africa, as all know it to be amongst the enlightened sons 
and daughters of Europe. 1 purchased a pair of beautiful grey par- 
rots, for a yard or two of coarse calico, and a couple of hippopotamus's 
teeth, for another fathom of the same stuff. After breakfast, I went 
with my friend the PVenclvnan tojpa^ a visit to the king, who resides 
in a part of the town walled in for his seraglio and household. Hav- 
ing arrived at the pu/qcc, we had to mount a rudely constructed ladder, 
which reqiiii^d great care in handling to avoid a precipitate retreat ; 
we were then ushered into a spacious levee-room, very neatly built of 
I>lank, the walls being partly covered with pieces of looking-glass, and 
numerous little pictures and prints, most of which were turned upside 
down! He also possessed several chairs of European manufacture: 
these costly articles were held in greaf estimation, and Avere the envy 
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of tiirroltndiag princes J they had- been given to him as a hind of boQus> 
preYioiis. to commencing traffic, 'by the masters of slave and other tra- 
amrs»' having in his royal will established it as a law, that.no cap* 
tain of any vessel riiall make trade, until he has paid an introduc- 
tory or retaining fee !*' After waiting in this room a few minutes, his 
majesty entered — without a flourish of trumpets ! Ilis royal niggership 
appeared verging on sixty, extremely^ stout, and suflering greatly from 
elephantiasis, each of his legs being the size of a moderate man's body. 
The whimsicalitv of his costume produced, 1 fear, an evident commo- 
tion in ihy risible faculties, which I was apprehensive might hurt the 
royal feeliiigs: it was composed of a teig coarse robe, or piece of cloth, 
which after the manner of the cobbler's stall, served him for jacket, for 
waistcoat, for trowsers and every thing.. This garment of many occu- 
pations was Avrapped loosely round his corpulent figure, with his bare, 
arms hanging outside, having forced their way out by means of a 
couple of slits in t\\e cloth ; sleeves being too great an efibrt of inge- 
nuity for the tailors of Feteesh Town. Through an occasional opening 
might be observed a sad lack< of Irish, or if a^ existed, it was of the 
same texture and complexion as his face. The majestic head was 
partly covered by an ola brown beaver-hat, with a portion of the rim 
hanging over one ear, and the front strangely distorted, the hat being 
squeezed on to a head about twice as large as it 'was originally in- 
tended for. His royal feet were destitute of any covering whatever, 
not having yet added a pair of shoes to his regalia ; this was the whole 
of his gear, and moat probably his wardrobe ; the unnatural proportion 
of his limbs, having prevented Mm froqi dazzling ,qur sight by the 
splendour of his crown jewels, we therefore saw him d naturel! Tt 
was highly ridiculous to see his efforts at dignity, which certainly ter- 
minated in a most ludicrous failure ; and from this 1 am strongly led 
to suspect, that nature, at least black nature, is not dignified in her 
unadorned or primitive state. But to continue a description of our 
interview, his majesty very graciously shook me by the hand, and then 
conducted me to the head of tjie room, where seating himself, he 
desired an attendant to bring mb a chair, which being done, a short 
pause ensued as usual, when ne^ commenced by asking through an in- 
terpreter, what news there was abroad ?" This was uttered in a 
very mild, friendly tone, as if about entering upon- a long conversation. 
I must confess this general ^question rather puzzled me at first, but 
feeling confident the inquirer did not know France from America, I an- 
swered in the first words that came, to the effect, that nothing new 
had transpired since the Dutch had taken Holland ! He appeared 
much pleased with this answer, and, 1 have no doubt, thohght I took 
him for a very well-informed erudite king, as he was evidently gra- 
tified at having asked a question that admitted of^a .imply* and like a 
wise general, he said no more lestf'ha should lose the laurels he had 
gained. I now opened my <busine88, by first requiring an expla- 
nation of the threat that had been £eld out on the pre^rious evening, 
which his majesty expressed much surprise and anger at. The in- 
terpreter informed us that he had no doubt this observation was 
made, in order to alarm us, by a white boy, who had been living in the 
town for about seven years, and gave me to understand I might se^ 
hiin at the house of a Capt. Brandy. Having been satisfied upon this 
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points 1 next Mated ntj expectation of tlieebip^B arrival in the afternoon; 
when most probably the captain wonld {My nia moat sracious majesty 
a visit. He observed in answer to this^ that he should be very happy 
to see him^ and would supply us with any thing he might require, 
and the place afforded ; here our conference ended> and having again 
shaken hands we descended the ladder. This kingly personage is^ it 
appears, a great bon vivant, and* drinks brandy by tumblers full with 
as much satisfaction as any young lady sips her toast and water. He 
is also possessed of about three hundred wives, with nearly as many 
elceieraSy some of whom, report said, were very fine women ; bbt report 
here is 6/ac^, and as thick lips "and fiat nosds are the ftslfion in this 
part of the world, myicuriosity was not suificientfy excited to induce 
me to riskYny head, in order to.olitain a pqep at the dismal beauties of 
his harem, i had no other opportunity of judging, as only one anti-* 
quoted nigger lady,— black, and shining as jet,— entered during my 
audience, who, I afterw^ds learnt, was the eldest •of his /air stock of 
frail ones. The government of this despot is *of the most arbitrary 
nature, and he takes off heads for fhe^most trifling offences; nay, i 
was informed that, when in the humour, he is not very particular whe« 
ther the unfortunate victim has committed any. He has one very 
striking peculiarity for majesty, which is, a great delight in performing 
with his own haua the part of executioner ;* whether this arises from 

P rinciples of economy, or a natural "taste for such refined amusements, 
am not able to determine ; but this kindly jack^ketch frequently de- 
capitates half a dozen of his loving* subjects before breakfast. His 
sway extends ovejc a very large territory, which produces a great quan- 
tity of ivory, tortoiseshell, and every description of tropical' fruit. The 
town is situated on the right entrance of the river Nazareth, and con* 
tains about three hundred houses neatly built of cane ; the inhabitants 
are all armed with either a spear or musket, which latter they obtain 
^'Y^^jJ^.e.traders, and much value. Buffaloes are very numerous in the 
otherwise frod> together with elephants, lions, tigers, and other wild 
It consisf’'^ abounds with pl^mty of fish, and its shores with 

ur beautiful plumage. - : 

1 had the white boy, mentioned by^thdifiterpreter, brought to me at 
the house of the Frenchm^; he appeared about fourteen years of age, 
bom of English patents/ ^vThe account given by himself was, That 
he had come out in a merchant ship,' where he was, very badly treated ; 
this induced 'him to run aw'av, and 'getting into the Woods he remained 
there until the vessel left ; he then came into the town and told his 
story to the king, who put him under the care of a Capt. Brandy, by 
whom, as well as the rest of the natives, he had been, and still 'was, 
treated with the greatest kindness. He spoke the native language, 
and had in fact ttisfiSed tlve ^dress-and manners of the innabitantriii 
every particular, having like’ them^uo covering, but a small piece^ of 
cloth fastened round (he loins. "I* tried to persuade him to come bn 
board, and r<9turn to England in the ship, but without success, as 

* This, in a country where the expenses of the state call for retrenchmifent, 
wqul^ be a great annual saving, worthy the attention of a certain calculating. 
Member of Vulgar Fractione^ whose eloquence and talents have found their level 
in an aolwrate knowledge of subtraction, and upon whom, it is proposed to confer 
the rather humorous degree of L. S» D,! * 
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iaditce ta leave these people who had treated him 

Having had xny gun brought on sliore^ 1 walked into the woods^ with 
^4ezens of the natives at my faeels^ to see if 1 could procure some rara 
as an addendum to my humble boat fare ; but having beat about for 
some hours without any success, I steered my course towards the boat. 
On my way — disappointment having,gl suppose, made me pugnacious*— 
I saw several monkeys, who all commenced chattering in the most pro- 
voking manner, as if in derision of my empty game-bag ; I bore it for 
some time like a philosopher, but at length losing all patience, and 
having foi^ot iny former resolutions* about, humanity, monkeys, &c. 
I raised my gun in-order to pepper one young, rascal, who, 1 fencied, 
was pursuing me with liis^ impertinence; and in the inasice of my 
heart, 1 had resolved to have the fellow hashed, and eat him out of 
revenge. Juit as 1 was about to pull, one of the natives knocked 
down my arm, begging at the same time that 1 would not tire, saying, 

No shoot, dat me Ciod, dat me Fetecsli !” — ^This saved master ])ug 
from mixing in the society of pickled walnuts, and me from partaking 
of hashed monkey. I afterwards learnt that these people worship this 
aiuinol, as one of their principal Feteesh, and trust greatly to it in any 
matter relating to life or deatii ; the consequence of this respect being 
paid them is, that they lose all fear, and never meeting with injury 
from mankind, are much more domesticated than those whicli are sub- 
ject to their cruelties. Upon my return to the town, after shaking hands 
with about 200 of "the natives, a, work of some time, 1 contiived to 
roach my boat, and shortly afterw^ds peri^ived the Barracouta stand- 
ing down; 1 therefore got under way, and in about three hotirs 
arrived on board. 

The following morning Capt. Vidal went on shore to visit the king ; 
npon his return we made sail, and stood across the bay towards Cape 
Lope/ ; tlie wood is very thick near this Cape, but the trees 
ciduous, on account of the swumjiy soil in which they fma, and then 
duces me to think the country about here is very uidie: Jdmself, he 
natives contradict it. We sent a party brooming, and anothei %bort. 
wood, for which this ])l<icG is particularly convenient. Various beauti- 
ful shells Avere picked up by several of the^ople employed on shore ; 
and one of our young gentlemen observed a large alligator. The ento- 
mologist wouH find much at this place to attract his attention, but our 
short stay allowed'*nb time for collectijcg. The principal object of our 
again visiting this Cape was to obtain some necessary observations ; 
which having done, we again stood over towards the town, and anchored 
near the* French brig, about four miles from the shore. We sent boats 
away to survey the river Nazareth, Avhich runs through a very fertile 
country^ and empties itself into tb^ bay near Feti&ersh Town. A boat 
Avas also sent on shore to obtain atocK ; one of the crew produced 
a knife before the natives, that appqfil^ed to strike their fancy imme- 
diately. The man otfered it for some fowls, upon Avliiclirit was handed 
over for examination, Avhen they commeiiped passing it from one to the 
other with rather suspicious quickness, and suddenly a fellow from 
the mob started into the bushes. Jack not seeing his knife^ suspected 
instantly that he had cairied it oif, so Avithout any hesitation gave 
ebase^ and after a short time returned leading the culprit by the ear. 
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which he odled eoUarhigf with the ctdeR pjMq^y ifl hta hai;fcd: fim 
giving him a short lecture upon the impropriety of his oonductj which 
was Eke throwing pearls to swine> he next deprived him o£ the knifed 
and then oommenoed hammering his thick hide with a hearty good will, 
until he was tired, when he allowed liim to depart apparently not much 
blacker than when first caught. This wholesome correction was a salu- 
tary lesson to the others, and not the first occasion upon which we 
found a rogue amongst honest mene the following instance in parti- 
cular came under my own observation. Whilst in Delagoa Bay, on 
the east coast, numbers of the natives would come on board Sally and 
.form a regular market, bringing all descripftions of stocky Vhich they 
bartered with the crewj when wc sometimes had^bove an hundred on 
board at the same time. Upox\ one occasij^n as a canoe was leaving us, 
crowded with natives going on shore, some of their countrymen were 
looking over the ship’s siae at them ; one of these spectators, whilst 
speaking to a friend in the canoe, observed something bright in the 
tye* ** of another ; he instantly descended to tlie Qoat, and very soon had 
a^ fellow handed on board, upon whom We found a part of the copper 
binnacle lamp, which had been lying somewhere near the compass- 
box : the whole of the people from the canoe immediately returned, 
and about sixty of them fell upon the culprit with any thing that came 
to hand, and would very soon have dispatched him to the other world, 
or rendered him of sio use in this;'had not Capt. Owen humanely in- 
terfered to stop their desperate castigation. H. B. li. 

{To be continued.) 

STAND FOR A MERCURIAL HORIZON. 

I BEO to recommend for the coiibideratioii of persons in the habit of 
using tbe mercurial horizon, a contrivance that suggested itself, and 
was found from long experience and repeated trials to be most useful, 
it having been tUe means of procuring many observations that might 
otherwise from unavoidable obstacles have been lost. 

It consists of a ])iece of lead nine inches long, by seven and a half 
wide, and half an inch in thickness, havfaig ihreo legs, each about an 
inch in length, to stand upon, and placed as^ per figure. 



By which means, 4io#ever uneven ground, a place will immediately 

be found for placiiig it nearly on, a level: in soft or sandy soil, also, xt 
forms a firm bed ; and the upper ffcirt being covered with chamois lea- 
ther m cloth, Sntirely prevents any air from affecting the mercury, as 
well as any dew appearing oUf^ the glasses, from the effect of the sun’s 
rajB*Over a damp surface, as is too often the case when the cover is placed 
on the ground. , Thomas Graves, Lieut. R. N. 

* Tye, the piefee of doth worn reaufi the waUt is so called. 

U. S. JouBK. No. 31. Juke ISBlfh. * ^ 

** 
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A RECRNT VISIT TO SEVERAL OP THE 
POLYNESIAN ISLANDS. 

BY OEOBOE BEVKETT, MEMBER Of' THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF BURGEONS 
IN LONDON) &C. &C. 

During a recent visit to seveiral of the beautiful islands of Poly- 
nesia, I recorded all the information that I could collect respecting 
them, and my observations thereupon. The following sketches are 
attempt tor describe what 1 beheld qf the scenery of these islands^ 
together with the manners, customs, nianiififllctures, &c. of the people. 
Formerly I had read^nuch respecting the Soutli-Sea Islandf^ and their 
scenery, productions and inhabitants, ai^ described in the various works 
that 1 perused, captivated my imagination. I had previously visited 
several parts hi India ; I had witnessed many remarkable scenes, and 
the impressions that remained on my imaginaHSon were very vivid; the 
scenery, the inhabitants, orienftal pomp and splendour are too captivat- 
ing to be -easily forgotten; but when my route extended to Polynesia, 
when I viewed its scenery, peculiar customs of the people, the ship 
crowded with natives, their arts, manufactures, &c. how different were 
these impressions ! 

The importance of these islands.as respects their, capability of pro- 
ducing those articles of commerce which are peculiar to tropical climates, 
has not sufficiently excited the a^to^ition of the mercantile community 
of^Great Britain. As by our commerce we have attained that prosperity 
which ranks our country so high among European nations, every sub- 
ject, which is connected with it, ought to be considered of importance; the 
commerce of the Sandwich Islands alone, by the industry and persever- 
ance of the enterprising people of the United States of America, is calcu- 
lated at a million and upwards of dollars annually, and may be considered 
to he gradually on the increase. This commerce, through our neglect, has 
for years been enjoyed solely by the American merchants ; even now, ex- 
cepting two or three mei^i^tile speculators, but of t/ivial importance, 
\vho are British subjects, the trade is exclusively confined to the mer- 
chants of the United States, who have laudably permitted no oppor- 
tunity to escape by which their commerce ifUght he extended, ana it is 
gradually now on the increase oilier the B^nesian Islands. Not only 
in a mercantile point of vi^w are the BanSwich Islands of importance ; 
their geographical situation renders t^em an acquisition when politi- 
cally considered, more particularly since the South American States have 
gained their independence. The Americans view those islands with a 
jealous eye, and dread seeing them in the possession of a foreign power ; 
tliey are Well aware of their importance, and the^yi&^s of their ships 
of war for the purpose of keeping4|i ft close intcrcoi^e with the king 
and native chiefs has become of late.yery frequent. The following ac- 
count of the^visit of the American sSlp of war Viiicenne^, with the ac- 
companying document sent by the Government of the United States to 
til'll King of the Sandwich Islands, sufficiently demonstrates the interest 
4;akcn by them in these islands. 

^ ** The ship of war Vincennes, Capt. FincJi, arrived at Hilo Hawaii, on the 2nd, 
ami at Honolulu, Oahu, on the 14tli of October. (1829) 
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On the 15th Capt. Finch and his efHcers met the king and chiefs at the palace of 
Kauikeoauli, where they were gratified with a friendly reception. 

The commander of the Vincennes then read a communication of his own to the 
king, and gave him both the original and a translation in the native language. He 
then read also the communication from the President of the United States to the 
King of the Sandwich Islands, which' he had brought ; the same being read also 
from a translation into the native language, Was delivered into the hands of the 
king. • 

This being finished, Capt. Findi delivered the presents which the President had 
sent. A pair of globes, terrestrial and celestial, and a map of the United^ States, to 
tl^e King. A silver vase to Kaahumaim, with her name and the Amencan arms 
upon it. Two sil'.er goblets to Nahienaena, with her name and the American 
arms. A map of the world to Governor Buki ; and also a map df the world to 
Governor Adams. • . • 

The folloviNng are the above name^ ceminuiiications which are now published by 
the request of the King and Chiefs, and witli the consent of Capt. Finch. 

King Tamaamahaii : — The President lia^s confided to my care a written com- 
munication for yourself, and such counsellors as you rely i^on ; accompanying it 
with various presents for each;; in testimony of the goocUopmion he entertains for 
you individuully, and to evince liis desire /or amity and confidence, in all inter- 
course tlia^nay subsist between your people and my countrymen. 

That tiff genuineness of the letter may not be (|uestioncd, which might have 
been the case, if the transm'ission had bc^en intrusted to casual conveyance ; and to 
make it the more lionouruble to yourself, he has dispatched a ship c^ war for this 
and otlier purposes ; and it is enjoined upon me as the commander, to deliver it in 
person into your keeping ; .to reiterate tbo expressions of good will whiedi it con- 
tains ; and to exhibit by my own deportibent, the sincerity of the motives which 
has actuated him. 

The friendly and kind reception afforded to one other national ship, the Peacock, 
has bc5en most favourably represented by her commander, and doubtless has con- 
duced OTeatly to the visit which I now make. 

The improving state of your people has also been so interestingly described by 
one of your friends, Rev. Mr. Stewart, now beside me, us to awaken among my 
countrymen at large, graat benevolence of feeling towuras you ; and it will be my 
duty, and I trust 1 riiall be warranted on my return among them, to strengthen 
their pre^iossessions in. your favour, and to confirm the accounts of the good traits 
of (diaructer of our new acquaintances the islanders, subject to your authority. 

With your leave 1 will now ocMiuit myself of the pleasing duty devolving upon 
me, by reading and J^anding the document adverted to, which illustrates the light 
ill which the President wishes to hold your nntion, and upon wdiich ydu will, 1 
Jiu])e, ponder often, deliberately and fully. 

The presents 1 also ask pennissioii to distribute amongst those of your faithful 
friends for whom they are intendsd, trusting that they will tend to enJargemeiit of 
knowledge, invite to social and rational enjoyfpents ; and farther, secure enduring 
recollections of the assurances w^h I give of the dibiiiterested friendsliip of the 
President and Government of the Unitod States, and* of their indiimtion to perpe- 
tuate the peaceable condition, happiness, and well-doing, individually and collec- 
tively, of those who by your wisdom are supported ; and whose support will in- 
cimse by a senfe of their necessities and your justice. 

14th October, 1829. W. B. Fikcii. 

" ■ ■ — • 

TO TAMHAMBim HI. KINO 0||.,THK SANl^ICH ISLANDS. 

Nbvy Department of the United Slates, City of Wadiineton, ^ 
, 20Ui January, A. D. 182.9. 

By the approhataon and direction of tbe President of the United Stffes, 1 address 
you this letter, and send it by the hands of Capt. William Bolton Finely an officer 
in our Navy commanding the ship of War Vincennes. 

Capt. Finch also bears to you from the President certain small tokens of regard, 
for yourself and the chiefs who ^re near to you, and is commanded to expi'ess to 
you in his name the anxious desire which he feelj^ for yotir advancement in proji- 
perity and in the arts of civilized life, and for the cultivation of harmony and good 
will between your Nation and the people of the United States. He has heard with 
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admiration and Interest of the rapid progress which has been madehy your people 
{h'acqliilHng a knowledge of letters and of tlie true reUgion^^the. religton of the 
OMsSlan’s Bible» These are the best and the only means by whUk^. prosperity 
and happiness of natums can be advanced and continued, and the Ffiemdent and all 
men everya'here, who wish wdl to yourself and your people, earnestly hope you 
will continue to cultivate them, and to protM and encourage those 'by whom they 
are brought to you. ^ 

The President also anxiously hopes tha^ peace, and kindness, and Justice, will 
prevail between your people and those aitizens of the United States Who visit your 
islands, and that the regulations of your Government will be such as to enforce 


them iiporr all. 

Our citizeijs who violate yopr laws, or Interfere with your regulations, violate at 
the same time«their duty to' their own government and country, and merit censure 
and puniahment. We have heard with pain that this Ivis sometimes been the case, 
and we have sought to know and to punisl} those who are guilty. Oapt. Finch is 
commanded diligently to inquire into the conduct of our citizens, whom he may 
find at the islands, and as far as he has the autliority to ensure proper conduct and 
deportment from* them. • 

The President hopes, however, that there are very few who so act as to deserve 
censure or punishment, and for all others lie solicits the kindness and protection of 
your Government, that their interest may be promoted and every facility given to 
them in the transaction of their business. Among others he liespeaks ^ur favour 
to those who have taken up their residence with you to promote tlie cause of reli- 
gion and learning in your islands. He does not doubt tliat their motives are pure 
and their objects most friendly to the liappiiicss of your jieoplc, and that they will 
so conduct themselves as to merit the protecting kindness of your Government. 
One of their number, the Rev. (Charles Samuel Stewart, who resided for a loiigi^ime 
with you, has receiv^ the favour of his Government in an appointment to an ofiice 
of religion in our Navy, and will visit you in company with Capt. Finch. 

The President salutes you with respect, and wislics you peace, happiness, and 
prosperity. 

[L, S.] SiiMUEL li. Southard, 

Secretary of the Navy. 


The missionaries at the Sandwich Islands are now solely Americans, 
and all communication with the government being carried on through 
them as interpreters, all their acts must naturally tend to beneht that 
country alone of which they are citizens. Civilization and commerce 
will gradually advance, if the first undertakings in (the latter are not 
commenced on too extensive and too expensive a system. The value 
now attached to coco-nut oil, since the late valuable discovery of its 
capability of being manufactured into candles, will render it an exten- 
sive article of commerce, and tree is abundantly produced over 
nearly the whole of Polynesia ; varieties 00 flax, Bechc de mer, tortoise- 
shell, &c. are now procured, and, fiy lldtehtion, sugar, cotton, and other 
tropical produce might be readily cultivated ; the sugar manufactured 
by Mr. Bicknell and my friend Mr. S. P. Henry, at Tahiti, was of a 
superior kind and of a remarkably fine flavour, ai|d affords an instance 
of what these islands are capable of producing. 

A great benefit w«u1d be conferred on ttlie navigators of the South- 
ern Pacific, studded as it is with an infinite, number of islands, 
reefs, &c. and the anxiety and danger would he diminished, if the 
British Gofernment would send auiifiostly a small vessel of war from 
Sydney, for the purpose of surveying and ascertaining accurately the 
^ positions of the various islands, groups of islands and reefs. The 
' number of new discoveries annually made by the English and Ame- 
rican whalers are very numerous, but the situations as laid down by 
liiem, are seldom to be depended on. A vessel appointed for the 


POLYNESIAN ISLANDS. 


197 

purpose of survey should touch at Oahu^ Sandwich Islands^ and Bay 
of Islands^ New Zealand, those being the principal ports of resort for 
the whalim^^d other vessels freauenting this sea ; every information 
respecting recent discoveries coula be readily obtained at those places, 
and of which, during my visil^ the former port in December 
there existed a long list, most^f which were ndt to be found in the 
charts. A surveying vessel might also correct the latitude and lon- 
gitude, which are generally very inaccurately laid down in the exist- 
ing charts, of the various islands they might visit, and estimate the 
commercial advantages to he derived from an intercourse with them. 
It is for the Ruler of the Ocean” to* take the lead in enter- 
f rises of this description ; it is for him to render^ that navigation safe 
where hi^ flag predominates, pnd where commerce can be extended it 
ought to be ever found. It is therefore to be hoped, that the British 
Government will turn their attention to such a desirable object, and 
this dangerous sea be rendered safe to the navigatdir. ■ 

1 commence with an account of Independendb Island, followed with 
that of lldtuma, one, I believe, but little known, and of which no de- 
scription, to my knowledge, has been hitherto published ; these will be 
followed by others forming part of the New Hebrides Group, &c. 

INDEFENllBNCE ISLAND. 

On the 19th of February 1830, this island was in sight about 10 
A.M. bearing south-south-east, and at noon it bore south by east. 
It is small, but densely wooded, and one of those apparently 
risen from the labours of the industrious but minute tribe of Zoo- 
phytes. About 2 p.M. when but a few miles distant, a boat was low- 
ered, and I accompanied the Commander for the purpose of landing and 
inspecting its productions. We were soon in with the south-west point, 
but found a landing there impracticable on account of the surf, which 
broke with tremendous fury over the coral rocks. We pulled round the 
island with the expectation of finding some opening by which the boat 
could enter and ailanding be effected ; no place, however, could be found ; 
a heavy surf rolled over the rocks, by which the island seemed to 
be surrounded, and which had a reddish colour occasioned by the 
growth on them of a species of coralline. On the south side of the 
island, there seemed to be an opening between the rocks, by which 
a boat might enter when tjbe surf was moderate, but at this time it 
raged with so much fury, as to fender an attempt' dangerous. After 
piuling round the island, and finding the impossibility of effecting a 
landing, wp returned on board. The island is, I should suppose, 
about two or three^ilcs in circumference, uninhabited excepting by a 
multitude of various kinds of oceanic birds, among which ^e magnifi- 
cent man-of-wiff hawk, Pelicanus Aquila, and* the BoolJ^ P,elicanus 
Sula, were most numerous, the island affording them an excellent place 
of refuge for the purpose of incubation,* seldom or never disturltod by 
man. The bfl^ch is bold and sandy, and the numerous ^rees impart 
a verdant and beautiful appearance to this otherwise insignificant 
coral reef ; some of the trees being of lofty growth, causes the island 
at a distance to have a slightly elevated appearance, which it does 
not possess. Among the trees, I could^ only reo<^nise the Pandanus. 
Turtle abounded in great quantity on the ree&/ afld if a landing were 
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effected, a ouantity could no doubt be obtained, which would be valu- 
able, as a reneshment for the numerous whalers and other ships fre- 
quenting this sea. During the time the ship lay off and on, a bank 
of cpral rocks was discovered by Mr. W. Warden, the chief officer, on 
which soundings were obtained of &o|da twelve to seventeen fathoms, 
the* centre of the island theh bearing south-west, about four miles distant. 
This island was made by our observations in latitude 10** 41' south, and 
lonmtude by chronometer 179** IS^east. It is placed in the late charts 
in latitude 10** 25^ south, longitude 179** O' east. Our observations 
we consider correct, as on the day preceding, (Feb. 18th,} Mitoheirs 
group was teen bearing fcom south by east to south-south-east, about 
seven or eight miles ^distant, and on the second day, (Feb. 21st,) vifb 
made the island of Rdtuma. Independence Island was discovered 
a few years ago by an American ship, whose Commander so named it. 
When at Rmuma, I saw an American who had left a whaler and 
was residing there he informed me that be had visited this island, 
and described its appearance accurately ; he gave me also the following 
information respecting it. The ship to which he belonged having kill- 
ed a whale off the island, and during the time that she lay-to for the 
purpose of cutting in/' as it is technically termed, one of the boats 
went to endeavour to land : the first attempt, from the surf raging with 
great fury, did not succeed ; but on a second attempt, at high ivater, 
the surf being quite moderate, they succeeded in discovering a 
passage between the reef by which the boat could enter, and a land- 
ing was effected, (on which side of the island he did not recollect ) ; 
there was at the time hardly any surf ; they procured a quantity of 
turtle and sea birds’ eggs. ^ 

THE ISLAND OF ROTUMA. 

This interesting and fertile island was discovered by the Pandora in 
the year 1791, and has been since occasionally visited by Engljah and 
American whalers, and a few other sliips, for the purpose of procuring 
water ^ and a supply of vegetable productions, with which it a&iunds. 
It is situated in latitude 12** 30' south, and longitude 1^7" 0' east, and is 
distant about 260 miles from tlie nearest island of the Fidji group. It 
is of a moderate height, densely wooded, and abounding in cocoa-nut 
trees, and is about from thirty to thirty- ffve miles in circumference. 
Its general appearance is beautifully picturesque, verdant hiUs gradu- 
ally rising from the sandy beach, giidng it a highly fertile appear- 
ance. It is surrounded by extensive reefs, on which at low water 
the natives may be seen busily engaged in procuring shell and other 
fish, which are abundantly produced on them, and^ constitute one 
of their articles of daily food. At night, they fish 'by torch-light, 
lighting fi)i||| on the ^each, by which the fish are attracted to the 
reefs. The torches are formed of the dried spathes or fronds of the 
cocoa-nut tree, and enable thgm to see the fish, which they take with 
hand-nets. It is by these lights Vlw the ffsh are ajitracted, but 
not so in the opinion of the natives, who say, they come to the 
reef at night to eat, then sleep, and leave again in the morning." 
The numerous lights dickering about have a beautiful effect dur- 
ing a dark night, and might resemble the illuminated halls of Paii- 
demodium. On these reefs, an infinite variety of fish is pro- 
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cured, but generally of sinatl size ; a display of colours of the most 
vivid description, as well as extraordinary forms, also occur amongst 
them. We made this island on the 21st of February 1830 ; it bore 
west by south-half-south, about twenty-five miles distant ; at 11 a.m. 
when close in, standing for the anchorage, we werie boarded by several 
natives, who came off in. their canoes, and surprised us by their acquaint- 
ance with the English language # this it seems they had acquired from 
their occasional intercourse with slHpping, but principally from the 
European seamen, who had deserjied from uieir ships and wcrq residing 
on the island in savage luxury and indolence. One of the natives acting 
as pilot, we rounded the islets named Owa by\he natives, ajid anchored 
in Onhaf Bay, (which is situated on the north-cast side of the island,} in 
fifteen fatffoms, sand and coral bottom, aboyt two miles distant from the 
shore. When at anchor, the extremes of the land bore from east by north 
to west by compass. An island rather high, quoin shaped, and inhabited, 
situated at a short distance from the main land, (bttween which there 
is a passage for a large ship,) was^at some distance from our pre- 
sent anchorage, and bore west-half-north by compass ; it was named 
Ouer by the natives. Close to us were two rather high islands, or 
islets, of small extent, planted with coco-nut trees, and almost con- 
nected together by rocks, and to the main land by a reef ; they shelter 
the bay from easterly winds. Their bearings are as follow : — the first 
centre bore east-half-north ; the second centre bore east-half-south, 
extreme of the main land east-south-east by compass. One of the 
chiefs, on our anchoring, addressing the Commander made the following 
very humane observation, If Hdtuma man steal, to make hang up 
immediately." Had this request been complied with, there would 
have been a great depopulation during our stay, and it is not impro- 
bable that a few chiefs might have felt its eifects. 

Cn a second visit to this island in March 1830, we anchored in a 
fine picturesque bay, situated on the west side of the island, named 
Thor,. in fourteen fathoms, sand and coral bottom, about three miles 
distant from the^eiitrc ; but I should strongly recommend ships not to 
anchor here during the months of February, March, April, and the 
early part of May, the prevailing winds blowing strong from west 
and north-west, which wq had the misfortune to experience, being 
driven on shore during a gale on the 30th of March, an account of which 
will be given in the course of the narrative. Ships should prefer 
lying off and on at the lee-side t)f *the islaifd, where they will be able 
readily to procure their supplies. A reef extends out some^ distance 
from the l^each at this bay, almost dry at low water, and with much 
surf at the entrance, from which cause the procuring of wood and urater 
is attended with more difficulty than at Onnaf Bay. The^ is another 
place on the south Iside of the island named Fangwot, the^esidence of 
the king, or principal chief. It affords anchorage for shipping, but 
from its exposed situation, a ship should* prefer lying oflF and on to an- 
choring ; thi8<8 the best part of the island for procuring a large supply 
of provisions. A^t five or six miles distant from the main land^ to the 
south-west, are several small uninhabited islands, or islets, which' are 
occasionally visited by the natives from the main, for the puri>osc of 
))rocuring from and in their vicinity, shell and other fish. These islets 
bear the native appellations of Ofiiwa, Athaiia, Hothalioi ; and a rock 
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or rctdks above water^ on vrlmh tbe aea breaks^ named 
rThe.^ist 'has a remarkable appearance, resembling a^ rock .dkridea 4n 
‘ pitrtions, excepting at one part, where they are joined by a pdition 
- of rock forming a natural brid^. The following - diamram.^vea.^e 
• appearance of the island, bearing west-south-west, about five miles 
infant; it has a verdant appearaiuce, with^several ooeo-nut trees 
growing on the summit. 



The others have nothing remarkable in their appearance. 

On landing, the beautiful appearance of the island was rather in- 
creased thdn diminished ; vegetation appeared most luxuriant, and the 
trees and shrubs blooming with various tints, spread a gaiety around ; the 
clean and neat native houses were Intermingled with the waving plumes 
of the coco-^nut, the broad spreading plantain, and other trees peculiar 
to tropical climes. That magnificent tree the callophyllum inoph^l- 
lum, or fifou of the natives, was not less abundant, displaying its shining 
dark green foliage, contrasted by beautiful clusters of white flowers 
teeming with fragrance. This tree seemed a favourite with the natives, 
on account of its shade, fragrance and ornamental appearance of 
the flowers. When one was cut down by the carpenter of a ship, a 
young tree was brought and planted close to the place where the old 
one formerly displayed its wide spreading branches, thus showing a 
desire of securing for posterity a similar shade and fragrance to that 
afforded by the one 'which had fiedlen ; an example well worthy of imita- 
tion in every country. When I extended my rambles more inland, 
through narrow and sometimes -rugged pathways, the luxuriance of 
vegetation did not decrease, hut the lofW trees, overshadowing the 
road, defended the pedestrian from the emets of a fervent sun, ren^ 
dering the walk under their umbrageous covering cool and pleasant. 
The gay flowers of the hibiscus tibheeus, as well as the splendid huth 
or Barringtonia speciosa, covered with its beautiful flowers, the 
petals of which are white, and the edges of the stamina delicately tinged 
with pink, ^ive to the trees when in full bloom a magnificent appear- 
ance ; the ^hibiscus rosa-chinensis, or kowa of the natives also grows in 
luxuriance* and beauty^ The ele^^t flowers of these trees, with others 
of mure humble and less beautiful tints, evei^where meet the eye near 
the paths, occasionally varied by plantations of the ahan or taro, arum 
csculentum, which, from a deficiency of irrigation, is gefiierally of the 
mountain variety. Of the sugar-cane they possess several varieties, 
and it is eaten in the raw state ; a small variety of yam, more commonly 
known by the name of the Rdtuma potato, the ule eff the natives, is 
,very abundant ; the ulu or bread-fruit, pori or plantain, and the vi, 
(spondias dulcis, Parkinson,) br Brazilian plum, with numerous other 
kinds, sufiiciently testify the fertility of the island. Occasionally the 
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moiMfiil toa or casiiariita equisetifolia^ planted in small clumps near 
the villages or surrounding the burial^nlaces, added beauty to the 
'^landstope. A few days after my arrival I by chance visited a mt 
"li^hicfa mrmed a combination of the picturesque and beantifuL 1 had 
piused through a village named Shoulnau^ and having ascmided a hill 
over^adowea as usual by magnificent ^trees, 1 descended towards the 
beach« when a beautiful view aappeared ^fore me ; it n^s a tranquil 
piece of water formed by the sea^ oft one side inclosed by a high island 
covered with coco-nut and other trees, and nearly joining, the main 
land, leaving on each side small passages for canoes, one opening 
rather more extended than the other ; the Opposite banka ^ere covered 
with native houses, intermingled with trees and varions kinds of 
flowering shrubs : the placidity of the» water, the tranquillity that 
reigned, around, interrupted only occasionally by the chirpmg ot birds, 
pr(3uced an effect approaching enchantment. After remaining for some 
time viewing with mingled admiration and delight this interesting spot, 

I left it with regret; it is situated pn the south-east part of the island, 
and named Sliaulcop^ by the natives. I subsequently visited this tran- 
quil piece of water in a native canoe ; as we passed through the open- 
ings before mentioned, the natives commenced singing a mraotonous but 
pleasing song, (consisting of a sentence frequently repeated,) keeping 
accurate time with the strokes of their paddles ; the effect as the voices 
reverberated ardbnd, could be felt, but cannot be described. 

The native houses are very neat ; they are formed of poles and logs, 
the roof being covered ivith the leaves of a species of sagns palm, named 
boat by the natives, and highly valued by them for that purpose on 
account of their durability ; the sides are covered with the plaited 
sections of the coco-nut branches, which form excellent coverings. 
They have commonly two entrances, one before, the other behind ; 
these entrances are very low, and have a door hung horizontally, which 
is raised and kept open by a prop during the day, but closed at night. 
The houses are kept very clean, the floors being covered either with 
the plaited b?ianches of the coco-nut tree, ^or the common kind of 
mat, named ehap, most commonly the former.* Near their houses they 
liave generally some favourite trees planted ; the tobacco plant also, 
recently introduced, fioivrishes luxuriantly, but as yet they have not 
learned the art of preparing it. The landing is easy, on a sandy beach. 
Fire-wood can readily be procured at a short distance from the beach ; 
the water is of excellent qiftdily, but ftom there being no running 
streams, (excepting a few of very trivial importance situated inland,) 
the supply is procured from wells. 

The natives are a fine-looking and well-formed people, resembling 
much those of Tongatabu in their appearance ; they arq of good dis- 
positions, but are much addicted to thieving, which seems indeed to be 
a national propensity : they are of a light copper colour, and the 
men wear the hair, long and stained* at the extremities of a reddish 
brown coloftr ; sometimes they tie the hair in a knot behind, but the 
most prevailing custom is to permit it to bang over the shoulders. 
The mmales may be termed handsome, of fine forms, and although 
possessing a modest demeanour, flocked on board in numbers on the« 
ship's arrival ; their ^rrulity when there sufficiently prove that eveiv 
. in this remote ])art of the globe, thdlre was no deficiency of volubility 
of the lingual organ, amongst the /air portion of the creation. The 
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women before marriage have the hair cut close and covered with the 
shoroi, which is burnt coral mixed with the gum of the bread-fruit 
tree; this is removed after marriage and their hair is permitted to 
grow iong> but on the death of a chief or thteir parents it is cut close 
as a badge of mourning. Both sexes paint themselves with a mixture 
of the root of the turmeric plant (curcuma longa) and coco-nut oil> which 
frequently changed our clothes and persons of an icteroid hue> from mir 
curiosity to mingle with them in the villages — thdrs to come on board 
the ship. ^ This painty which is>aiamed Bing by the natives, and which is 
also the appellation of the turmeric plant, is prepared in the following 
manner : — >1 be root of th& turmeric, after having been well washed, 
is rasped into a bowi to which water is afterwards added, it is then 
strained, and the remaining Jiquor is left some time for the fecula to 
subside ; the water is then poured olF, and the remaining fecula is dried 
and kept in sections of the coco-nut shell or in balls ; when required 
for use it is mixed with coco-nut oil, and when recently laid on has n 
bright red appearance, which I mistook at first for red-ochre. 

(To be continued.) 


ON THE EQUIPMENT OP THE BRITISH INFANTRY. 

The reputation of the British infantry stands high among the 
nations of the earth, and the ideas of excellence and perfection are so 
intimately connected, that we frequently hear it stated, that this in- 
fantry is susceptible of no fiirther improvement. To differ from public 
opinion must at all times subject the writer to considerable obloquy ; 
and we find that the Newtonian theory was at first reckoned by many 
nothing less than the dream of a madman. Yet notwithstanding these 
difficulties, 1 shall now proceed to state what 1 conceive to be the im- 
perfections of our system. 

The first view in which the infantry soldier present^ himself to our 
notice, is as that of a ^)easl of burthen, loaded with more than his 
strength enables him to carry ; or if he contrives to wag under it, his 
powers are so crippled in the day of action, as in a great measure to 
paralyse his efficiency. How many thousands sunk under their load 
in the Peninsular war? The Duke of Wellington, the Commander of 
the Forces, or any officer who served there, may answer the question. 
The fact I believe to be as clear as any axiom in Euclid, and therefore 
1 take it for granted will not be disputed. The next question that 
naturally follows is, how is this to be remedied ? As 1 conceive the 
object to be practicable, 1 shall now point out what appears to me to be 
the best meiffis of attaining it. 

The MuskeL — There is no country where the manufacture of arms 
is so well understood as in England. The Beauty and excellence of 
our arms for starting are accordingly unparalleled. Wlwn a s])orts- 
man examines his arm, the first thing be does is to satisfy himself that 
the action of the lock is quick and easy ; that the piece shoots with the 
^ necessary accuracy ; Uiat it comes cleverly up to sight ; that the bend, 
^len^h, and thickness of the stock suit him exactly ; that the weight is 
precisely what he requires it to- be, and that it is well poised in the 
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hand. If the arm is deficient in any of these particulars^ he immedi- 
ately rejects it as unserviceable. Let us now try the musket by this 
standard, and we shall find it deficient in every one of them. They 
may seem trifles to many, to me it appears that the fate of king- 
doms depends much upon them ; and that the most exlrava^ant eco- 
nomy that has ever been thought of, is that of giving infenor arms 
to troops, even upon the score ^f profit and loss. A member of the 
Chamber of Deputies lately produced an English and a French mus- 
ket, to show the superiority of the latter ; and although it seems to 
have caused some surprise to see such a weapon in such a place, his 
conclusion was quite correct. But it is not* enough that ^e should be 
equal to other nations Jn the arming of our troops, we ou^t to be deci- 
dedly superior to them, becausQ we have t^e means of being so ; and the 
British musket in its present state can be regarded in no other light 
than as a reflection upon the age in which we live. 

Under these circumstances, as the principles upon which a soldier and 
sportsman act are precisely the same, 1 couceiVe that they should be 
armed as much alike as circumstances will permit. I would therefore 
give to the former a light percussion gun, thirty inches long in the 
barrel, and weighing from seven to eight pounds, which experience has 
proved to be the most handy for an ordinary-sized man. The calibre to 
be reduced to twenty-two balls to the pound, and loaded with a dram 
and a half of the best cylinder powder. The ramrod not to be turned 
in loading, but used as that of a rifle. Instead of a bayonet, I would 
recommend a very light rifle sword ; for as soon as a bayonet is fixed, 
accuracy of fire is at an end. Also a light water-proof cover, to be 
drawn over the barrel, and tied round the small of the stock. 

The advantages that would result from the proposed plan I conceive 
to be the following The fire of the soldier would be infinitely more 
accurate ; he would fire three rounds instead of two ; he would carry 
one hundred rounds of animuiiition instead of sixty ; and by using one 
and a half drams of good powder instead of six of bad, lie would see 
distinctly what Jiie was about, and not be enveloped in a dense cloud of 
smoke, so as to be under the necessity of firing at random. Both ranks 
might also load and fire luieeling, by which means they would be less 
exposed to an enemy's tir^ 

I am aware it will be immediately objected by many, that by short- 
ening the musket, the efficiency of the bayonet, that irresistible weapon 
ill the hands of on Englishman^is'at once destroyed. In reply to this 
objection, I may at once frankly state, that I have no great faith in the 
bayonet. To trust to the bayonet, instead of fire, is to go back to an 
age prior fo the invention of gunpowder. I believe that a superiority 
of fire will carry everything before it, and that a bayonet^ebarge dure 
not be attempted* against, it. I believe also, that what*is generally 
termed a charge, jis nothing more than a simple advance of the line, 
after the effect has beeh produced by^fire: and when a charge does 
take place, I«am satisfied it is the countenance of the troops that pro- 
duces the efiTect, and not the bayonet. 

Another objection may, perhaps, also be stated to reducing the 
calibre of the musket. The ball now used of fourteen to the pound, 
will, no doubt, inflict a more severe wound than one of twenty-two. 
But we find from experience, that sixty rounds of ammunition is not 
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enoud,. and^the soldier cannot carry more of that size. In skirmisli- 
ingv It is fired away in an hour and a half ; and at Waterloo some regi- 
ments had to stop their fire in the heat of the action : eren when a 
supply is at hand/ the difficulty of distributing it to troops in action 
is very great. 

Cartmch^boxj^The construction appears to me to be 

very defective. The flap descends to of the box^ and being 

placed behind the soldier in acth)n, it is with great difficulty he can 
raise it, so as to get out his aigpoiunition ; and as he works in the dark, 
he frequently pulls out a number of cartridges together, and drops 
them withofi^ perceiving it. The sole use of the flap ip to exclude 
the wet, so that if it«descended an inch or so from the top, it would be 
quite sufficient for that purpose ; and the cartouch-box itselV ought to 
be brought in front of the soldier in action, so that he might see dis- 
tinctly what he was doing. 

Serjeants' PtA:es.-«-Posterity will hardly believe, that four centuries 
after the invention of ^npowder,. the non-commissioned officers in the 
British army were still armed with pikes. In an army of 80,000 men, 
we have thus a body of between 4 and 5,000, the most intelligent and 
the most^xpert in the use of arms, left totally without the means of 
defence. Considerable improvement might also be made, 1 conceive, 
in the clothing of the soldier, by reducing the weight of every article 
he has to carry as much as possible ; as every ounce that can conve- 
niently be taken from him adds so much to his efficiency. All super- 
fluous buckles and belts ought, therefore, to be done away with, as also 
the grenadier cap, which is but little adapted for a bivouac. Expe- 
rience has proved, that a blanket is absolutely necessary for a solciier 
in the field. But a blanket and great-coat are more than he can carry. 
The Duke of Wellington tried it the year that his army entered France, 
but it distressed the troops greatly. The' latter ought, therefore, in 
that case to be left behind. 

Knapsack ,— French knapsack *’is decidedly the best, which opens 
at the^ toj). One man can thus open it for another without the trouble 
of taking it off. It is also packed in much less time than ours, and the 
time required for troops to get under arms depends very much upon 
that. Every soldier ought to fire at least one hundred rounds at tar- 

n ractice annually. It requires much practice to make him expert 
e use of fire-arms, and still more so to make him sensible of the 
power of them. According to the Ildrse-giiards' calculation, the effi- 
ciency of a regiment can only be increased by increasing its numbers. 
No computation was ever more erroneous. , • 

The aifierence in the efficiency of a soldier who is expert in the use 
of fire-arms^, and one who is not so, is so great, that no comparison can 
be instituted between them. In fine, 1 conceive that the load which 
ah infantry soldier has to carry, may be reduced by eight or ten 
pounds, and his efficiency fairly doubled, by arming him in a superior 
manner. Even upon the score of profit and loss, shillings and pence, 
so many muskets for a man’s life, tne problem may perhaps in tnne be 
deemed worthy the solution of the government. Militarib; 

^ The Knapsack invented by Captain Heise, of which we gave.^ detuled ac- 
^unt.in a former Number, appears «,to us to obviate more of Uie d^fStipts Mqierally 
complained of, and to oombiae more recommendations than any other wiui which 
we are acquaiuted. — fin. 




DISTBlBtTTION OF LIGHT CAVALRY ARO INFANTRY 
IN THE FIELD. 

BT TANOUABD. 

« ‘ 

1 DERIVED much satisfaction from the perusal of an article in the 
United Service Journajl;|j^^^&^onth .of May, by ydur correspondent 
W. in reply to some obswii^KTOi^ of mine on the comparative, merits of 
the lance and fusee for light cavalry ; on the xiecessity of organizing 
corps of chasseurit d chcval ; and on cer||in alterations being made in 
the fire-arms of the light dragoon ; bjMvhich I find that the system 
for which I have ever been so great a stickler has actually*been adopt- 
ed within the last two,years ; and that when agaii^^ called into the field, 
our cavalfy will meet their eipexny on e^ual terms, as far as regards 
fire-arms and dismounting to act as light infantry, if required to m> so. 

Without taking great credit to myself, I will avow that my opinions 
on this subject have not been borrowed, but that pxperience has many 
a long year since convinced me, that in liaviiill; neglected formerly to 
arm and organize our light dragoons in the manner recently introduced, 
they laboured under great disadvantages, and had not fair play at the 
out-posts, when removed at any distance from the support «f the in- 
fantry ; whicli, during the last war, was often unavoidable, and will 
be so again on very many occasions. 

Your correspondent has judged rightly in conjecturing that I am an 
Officer of Infantry / and 1 will add, that I am an old Light Division 
man. Whether 1 wore the uniform of the 43rd, the 52nd, or of the 
95th rifie corps, (the three British regiments which composed that 
division,) it is unnecessary for me to declare. This will, perhaps, tit 
once account for my not having known, until so recently informed of 
it by your correspondent W., that the very inefficient carbine formerly 
used by our light dragoons has been set aside, and a much better de- 
scription of fire-arm substituted for it ; and, moreover, that the men 
are. now instructed to dismount and to act as light infantry; a system 
which, ho wevq^ unpalatable it may be to cavalry soldiers, will give 
them a confidence in their own strength at the out-posts, when unsup- 
ported by infantry, which heretofore most assuredly they could not 
always have felt. Your« correspondent has . misunderstood me in one 
point, on which 1 am sure he will allow me to set him right. 

In alluding to the kind of horse best adapted for lancers, I observed, 
if it was not intended to empl;jy that description of cavalry at out-post 
duty, but to hold it in reserve for the purpose of acting in more com- 
pact bodies, my own humble opinion was, that their ^large would be 
much more formidable if they were mounted on the same class of ani- 
mals as those used by our heavy dragoons, instead of those of a slighter 
sorlg such as a few years ^ince were certainly much the fashion in our 
hussar and lancer regiments. I am happy to find that it is intended 
to give both hussars .and lancers a stouter horse than that hitherto in 
U8!ie ; and Invill candidly confess, that 1 was not until now aware of 
its teing in contemplation. We of the infantry, are either not inform- 
ed of all the changes which take place in the rules and regulations for 
the cavalry, or we do not give them much attention, 1 fear, Jf we are 
made acquainted with them. The same observation equally applies 
with regard to the cliange of tactics iif the infantry. Few cavalry offi- 
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cers, 1 ftncy, give themselves much trouble on that score. All that 
can be said therefore on both sides is, the more ts the pity. 

Your correspondent W. is undoUbtediv aware, that during the whole 
of the war in the Peninsula, the light division had a front seat in the 
phqr ; and, that we were so frequently at the elbofvs of those inimita- 
ble redments of light cavalry, the Oeman hussars, the 14th an^; 
16th ught’ dragoons, (more particula^' with the two former) and so 
constantly intermixed with themn on pickets, and a multiplicity of 
duties which fell to our lot aa. light troops, that a man with common 
observatidh could not shut his eyes to the glaring fact, that the fire- 
arms of the^ French chasseur, and his capability of acting on foot in 
cases of emergency, gave him vast advantages ov%r our light dragoons 
at the out-posts. In this school, then, did 1 catch that smattering of 
the duties of cavalry in the field, for which your correspondjBnt has 
been pleased to give me credit. It is satisfactory to me to find that 
the view which I have taken of the lance, from the first moment of its 
introduction in the British army, coincides not only with the opinion of 
many experienced officers in our own army, but moreover with that of 
the highest authorities in the French. I think it the duty of every 
soldier to communicate any plans which may suggest themselves to 
him as likely to prove beneficial to the service ; although it must be 
confessed, that nineteen times in twenty it is a most thankless under- 
taking. Having premised thus much, I beg leave to offer a few hints, 
picked up here and there during a tolerably long apprenticeship in 
the army. 

It was very generally the^ custom in the last war, although I am 
aware that tliere were exceptions to the contrary, to brigade the heavy 
cavalry together, and, in like manner, the light. 

, It has, however, frequently occurred to urn, that brigades consisting 
each of two regiments of heavy dragoons ana one of light, would be an 
arrangement worth the consideration of our cavalry chiefs, in the event 
of the British army again taking the field in suffij^ent numbers to 
admit of the formation of several separate brigades. ' .c' ' 

A brigade thus constituted, would, I conceive, be of the most efii- 
cient description, and be enabled to penetrate a difficult country when 
at a distance from the infantry of the army ; cthe light dragons form- 
ing the advance-guard, and clearing the fronts when an intersected 
tract of country presented itself, by dismounting a part of that force 
and iisii^ them as t%raillem% if so oppoSjed, whilst tlie heavy dragoons 
would be at hand to support them. In the French army jit was like- 
wise much the custom to form brigades of heavy cavalry, and also of 
hussars and chasseurs. Gen. Franceschi, for instance, commanded a 
division composed entirely ,of light cavalry, in 1809, under Marshal 
Soult, in the north of Portugal, or I am greatly inistaken. Gen. 
Milhaud's division at Waterloo, on* the other hand, consisted of 
cuirassiers and horse-^enadier^ I shall therefore most undoubtedly 
be accused of the height of presumption, if I question the policy of 
invariahli^ keeping the light and IfieiaTy cavalry separately brigaded; 
more particularly as I have always served with the infantry. Fran- 
ceschi's light cavalry were admirably suited to the description of war- 
fare likely to be encountered in the rough and. mountainous regions of 
the nbrth of Portugal (if all ^ his regiments had been chasseurs, the 
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more easily and effectually, could they have been applied) ; and Gen. 
Milhaud's heavy cavalry agdn v^ere much better adapted than any 
other for trampling down squares of infantry on the plains of Wa^ 
terloo. Although it was a perfect failure with the latter force^ in spite 
of the most determined and enthusi^tlc bravery of the French cuiras- 
siers, who were slaughtered in heaps, in their reiterated attempts to 
annihilate the immoveable Britjah squares of infantry ; yet 1 cannot 
but think, that taking the wholS ^^r round, from the Ist of January 
to the Slst of December, and one description of country with another, 
the plan which I have suggested of giving one regiment of Ught dra- 
goons or hussars to every brigade, may, by possibility;, prov« worthy of 
being taken into consideration. ^ 

I have IS similar proposal relative to the formation ot divisions and 
brigades of infantry, whicli, l*beg leave "to observe, is one borrowed 
from our French neighbours. 

After the cessation of hostilities between the armies of the Duke of 
Wellington* and Marshal Soult in 1814, near Toulouse, 1 made many 
excursions across the Tara, (that river being the line of demarkation 
* between the two armies,) and had frequent communication with 
French oflicers. I attended their company and regimental parades'; 
and I was present when a considerable part of Soult's army, and one 
or more divisions of Marshal Suchet's, passed in review before the Duke 
D'Angouleme at Montauban ; and highly gratified I was at being ena- 
bled to make so minute an inspection of those veterans with whom 
we had been scuffling and fighting from the Guadiana to the Garonne. 
1 ascertained that every division, and in manv instances each brigade of 
infantry, had one light infantry battalion belonging to it, independent 
of the light companies of each battalion of the Tine ; and that this was 
a rule from which Napoleon allowed no deviation, if it could be pos- 
sibly avoided. The policy of this system must be so apparent to every 
military man who has served in the field, as to render any comment on 
it unnecessary. 

Every division ^ our army in the Peninsula had one or more regi- 
ments of Portuguese light Infantry, (Ca 9 adores,) who soon became 
very respectable troops ; so that they, together with the British light 
companies of each brigade, furnished a force of light infantry suffi- 
ciently Numerous and efficient in most cases for the operations of their 
respective divisions. Sht it should not be forgotten, that if the Biatish 
army is again called into the field, the' chances are fifty to one^against 
its divisions ^pf infantry being mixed up and chequered with ^Ibreign 
troops in thd%ame manner as was the case with its Portuguese ^lies ; 
and it muat therefore necessarily rely on its own resources for a due 
proportion of light troops; which, the practical soldier will not defty, 
are of the first importance in every situation in which aii nrmy can 
possibly find itself placed. * ^ ^ 

As we ought not to be . too proud to , borrow the opinions of an en- 
lightened and^experiehced antagonist^br fail to oppose him with his 
own weapons if we find them foipp^able, I trust that our^ght in- 
fantry battalions will, in future' campaigns, be equally distributed 
amongst the different brigades and divisions. Should this appear a 
strange doctrine to emanate from the pen of a light-division-man, 
let it be borne in mind, that during the six latter campaigns in the 
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nsniaanla. do lees than six British batfidioas of Bcht iidMtnr and rifle* 
43rd, flShid, (at one fiflttdnsd into MtWiMis in 

S^,) and th%4hx^ battaii#t» Uigt^eti 

qtf^a^Ukougli particularly cakulated, fr%|k ttek oompiMitjttaii^ailgaQ^^ 
Atiodli! for &e arduoua duties of the^out-poats^ adrlAMt Wi fiBar»Mardilk> 
&0.. d»- and however latidalbler tad pride urbich' ^attnwy ftlt 
at belonging to a division whicl^ as a matter of course, inways htiMl a 
psombient station in the arny ; it may be questioned, whether to have 
giveih e|ch of the eight divisions an equal proportion of ]Britifdt light 
troops would not have been desirable. ' 

Duke of Wollingtcii has since said, or it has possibly been said 
£wr him, that in the event of^ another war on « largo scale, he would 
not dorm a whole division of light troops, as he considered them too 
valuable to be kept together, ff 1 am accused of trumpeting the fame 
of my old division, 1 flatly deny the charge ; yet I will say, that its 
very name warms the blood, and recalls to mind a thousand scehes not 
IQimy W be forgotlen. Your correspondent W. gives some useful 
hints al to the necessity of obliging each troop of cavalry to take its 
performing the duty of skirmishing, instead of Selecting a few 
smast fellows as standing dishes, who are invariably called on at dtills 
and JUld^days to gallop furiously out to the front, to Are, and to 
resumertbeir origin^ positions in the line afterwards. 

The same observation is applicable to the drill of infantry, where it 
is too common a custom to cover the advance of a battalion, or its 
re^ee/^invatiably with one or other of the flank companies# This may 
do very well for battalions of the line, but it is a grievous mistake 
when adopted by light infantry, or rifle battalions, where each company 
is equally liable, when in front of the enemy, to be called on to per« 
flirm that duty. 

Hdving taken the liberty of giving an opinion on the comparative 
merits of the arms of light cavaliy, I would offer, in conclusion, a 
remark or two on the weapons of our light infantry. 

Some men have not hesitated to object to the rifle, te pronounce it 
an imperfect arm, and to propo'^e that it should be cntir^y ahohshvd in 
the British army ; assigning as a reason, that it requires more time for 
the I ifleman to load after bring, than the lijahl’-iiifanliy-man with his 
smooth-bored musket. Admitting that a veru Uifling time longer is 
rMuired for the rifleman to rcjload than th^ light infantry soldier, 
still, ill ninety-nine cases out of an hundred, two iiflc shots sWl cause 
more death and destruction than three or Jour discharges from a mus- 
ket, allowing both the rifleman and light bob to be tolerably fair 
artists in their way. Perhaps the following fact, to which I was an 
eye-witness, may have a tendency to convince those who are s(*eptical 
on that peiat. A short time before the commencement of the war in 
the Peninsula, when stationed in Kent wifh some battalions of the 
43rd, 52ad, and 95th rifle corm, notes were compared, and the targets 
of a rifle company and one of raK^Ught infantry were examined on their 
return tq.barracks from practice^^lJ^e target. 

The stren^h of the two compames was equal, being about eighty 
men eadi. Six rounds had been fired by every man of both parties ; 
the rifle company having its target placed at two hundred yatds, (the 
usudl distance) and the light ii#fantry company at between dglity and 



tilii to HIS SWORO. 209 

. ^ V ' ' ' ' ' '■■■ ■ 

. of the rifte raptain suffeted 

aeVei^fOR so^riddled ^d cut to pieoea, 

with;di|liQakf brouj^t £f>me ; whibt thS tar^t of^the light 
in^^. comparative^ in a, good state of repair. I hav# giren 
iime and ^eej andrif neceasarvi I could name the captains of the 
two companies. ^ . 

In covering a retreat^ I am of opinion that the rifleman should bjr no 
ineans attempt, to keep up the same randofli^ and too often, ineffectual 
Are, which I have often witnessed by light companies; but that if^on 
the contrary/he takes proper advantage of the weapon he*belEU's, and 
expends few shots without either aclually^hitiing or going ^ery near'his^ 
pursuers, nothing will £> much tend to make theSi keep at a respect- 
ful distance, or to cool ^heir afdour. ^ know of nothing that makes 
skirmbhers mind their business more than being acty^lly opposed to a 
scattered line of good marksmen. 

Before the commencement of the Peninsular war, \he commmidant of 
one of the battalions of the 95th rifltf corps had moveable targets con^ 
‘Stnicted,at which the men practised when adepts at the stanBing mark;' 
The idea was a capital one ; but the ropes aflixed to the targets, by 
which they were pulled and tugged along the sea-beach near Hythe 
barracks, were continually cut in two by the bullets. The whole corps 
shortly afterwards found itself in the Peninsula, where moveable.tar- 
gets of another description were found in great abundance, ready made 
to their hands, at which they had unremitting practice from 1Q06 to 
the close of the war in 1815 at Waterloo. Vamouard. 


TJIli VETERAN TO HIS SWORD. 

Dear art thou still, my trusty sword. 
Though diinm’d is now thy shine ; 

l^hou art my souFs last cherish'd hoard, 
My deeds are blent with thine. 

There 's rust upon thy gleaming blade ; 
The stain will no| depart ; 

And 1 have felt the same dark shade: 

But mine>is on my heart ! 

We 'vc fbiight in many a goodly field 
Amid the combat’s yoB ; 

And proud was 1 b blade to wield 
Which wrought its part so well. 

Now — ^thou art but a narmless thing. 
Which women dare to touch. 

And smile, amid their marvelling, 

^That men are slain with such ! 

B^ck to thv*sheath— the day may come. 
That 1 shall grasp thee^t 
strike for mv own and home, 

WJiere armed ho 4 ||^^ met. 

Whafi though our mutest years are o’er. 
Let but the trumpet peal. 

We '11 blithely to the fight once more. 

My old, my tru^y steel ! 

U. $, JouRK. No. 31. Juke 1831. * i» 
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^ WITH BEH^BXS OH THE REVISED CAVALDT IfOVSJtEVTS* 

. v . jfHia importance .of mddng tbis description of fbroe tbnroiigUy 
and effective^ must te*' evident to all persoimi^ whether civil 
ev military, who reflect that yeomanry are in almost the last 
resource of the magistracy, after aK ordinary methods for restoring 
tranquillity in times of disturbedce have fidled and been found insuf- 
ficient, pnd when, unless yeomanry are at hand, the awful respon* 
sibility must be incurred of calling out troops to act^against their 
countrymeK In the U. IS. J[ournal for April, there appeared a letter 
signed by, a field cScer of yc^toianry, concerning* tbe merits of the 
revised ifystem of movement t^^liich hes been, on trial for the last two 
years in the reg^ar cavalry, and expressing his fears lest that system 
should be adoptSpalso in the yeomanry. 

^ Now, if the experience of an old troop officer of a regiment which 
has invariably been remarked both abroad and at home for its steadi* 
and good instruction in the field, may be allowed to weigh in the 
8C|Ie against the twenty years' experience announced by the field 
officer of yeomanry, it will not be thought presumption to offer a 
few remarks in reply, particularly as he not only makes some unmean- 
ing criticisms upon the revised system which has been practised for 
these two last years by the regulars, but also ventures some sneering 
comments on the efficiency of the commissioned officers of the cavalry, 
as ^mnared with that of their serjeants and corporals, a subject upon 
which he is evidently as much in the dark as in his attempts as a field 
critic. 

Whatever may be the decision of the Board, which is shortly ex- 
pected to assemble and investigate the system alluded to, my brother 
officers of the cavalry of the line who have practised its principles, 
have, as far as I have been able to learn, but one voice on the subject. 
They have found the movements* easy to acquire and .qasy to execute, 
every point of instruction being laid down in plain ^l|^age, divested 
of tactical pedantry, and yet mathematically as well as practicidly 
correct, so that it is an officer’s o\fn feult if he ever finds himself at- a 
loss at a field-day. Silence and order are x>f course the necessary coii- 
sequences, and both young officers and recrujts are fit for squadron in 
half the time they used to be. Bnt to come to a few detiuls, and to 
sliow^how frivolous and ill-founded Hre the objections of our yeoman 
critic, I would in the first place inquire where be obtainedLhis infor- 
mation, that The officers of regular cavalry, when plac^ in front, 
l^ye nothing ^to do but to dress themselves, and can have no mfluence 
upon the janks behind them, who must be thereftire dressed by the 
non-commissioned officers upon the flanks.” Doeh he then for^t; or 
is he altogether ignorant of the fact, that whether tne^p officers are in 
front or on the flank, still, (mpording to all regulations, whether old or 
revised, the dressing of the^qw^pn when ordejqd.lhddvance has in- 
variably been to its centre; abdTor an officer u|^n the flank of a 
squadron to call to the men to dress towards him, oi? by his direction, 
.Would ben flagrant violation of the principles of Dundlto, who so fre- 
quently urges the necessity of all dressing proceeding from that print 
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to which the eyCs of the men ei^e turned^ mid wliich^ in this case, is of 
course the centre. To dress the squadron from its two flanks at the 
same time, on the supposition that the squadron officer cannot see anj. . 
thing of hk men, because his back is turned towards them, would have 
the effect of making him a complete cipher, and frequently of actually 
disjointing the squadron in its ve^ centre, where of all places it ought 
to be most solid and compact, ^e^are next informed, that from the 
circumstance of the yeomanry officers' horses being unsteady, and not 
well broke, those officers wiU be disadvantageously placed in front and 
out of the ranks ; and ought, on the contrary, (o be in the ranks, and on 
the flanks of their half squadrons ; and then immediately* follows the 
declaration that " the' correctness of all movements in column depends 
on the flanK leaders from which lone arri^jes at the strange conclusion, 
that because yeomanry officers' horses are unsteady md unquiet, they 
will be best placed at those very points where steaffiffisss and correct- 
ness are announced to be of such exceeding importance. From what 
part of his twenty years’ experience. the field officer of yeomanry has 
discovered '' that the officers of regular cavalry are less eflident than 
their serjeants,*' it is not easy to guess ; but, before lie pays such com- 

I diments to the acquirements in the field of his brethren of the regu- 
ars, he had perhaps better make himself a little more conversant with 
their movements, and the principles upon which their execution is 
made to depend. When he has done this^ he will perhaps find out 
that an officer in front of his men can control them if they rush irre- 
gularly forward, much more effectually in his own person than when 
placed upon the flank, to which the men are ordered not to look, and 
where he can only exert his influence and authority upon the few men 
immediately next to him ; as if any good commanding officer would 
permit all the flank officers to be bawling to the men during an 
advance in line, when the utmost silence siiould be preserved, and 
no voice ought to be heard but his own and that of the squadron 
leaders. 

The fidd-oflicer proceeds in his observations by saying, that a good 
yeomanry officer does not set his line a galloping till they are steady 
at their walk and trot. Does he really imagine that this is a discovery 
peculiar to himself, and that the officers of regular cavalr]^ have not 
long ago considered this as an established and standard principle of the 
service to which they belong ? Hie is ver]^ right in saying that some 
yeomanry^ corps have arrived af surprising perfection in movement ; 
but it certainly admits of much question how far that style of move- 
ment to which he alludes is a useful exercise for yeomanry. To go 
through a number of complicated manoeuvres, all written down in a 
particular routine and order, and prepared for a length of time before- 
hand for the purpose of aceomplishing one brilliant review, performed 
in strict and ]^&ntic mimickry of the regular cavalry, appears by no 
means a employment of the fjliort period available for their 

training. MiSny^ f|i>:.troop of yeomapey has played its part with perfect 
success in theiai^xhibitions, without a single man or officer knowing 
the object and^^tention of the manoeuvres they were going through 
with such " tae^ky and precision and when marching home in high 
spirits at the encomiums of the reviewing officer, has been grievou^y 

p 2 



bUj bjr binitig tp pBed mne Bueb uiiiPiMMil^ 
Ski iik ^W'li caused by an overturned w^lggon in b coiify^-Mdf' Wb$l^ 
llN^iidiiiiiion and really useful operation of diininisliing theif' Aont iit d 
teller and systematic way^ ana again increasing it after the obstacle 
passed^ would have obviated all dithculty. But the field-officOf 
would probably disclaim any such simple exercises, and would lode 
upon this and all the other details of wjiat is usually called squadron 
drill as extremely tiresomej quitd beneath the notice of a tactician, attfd 
by no means so w^ll calculated for astonishing the minds of spectatoVil 
at a review, as some grand movcnie;?/, such as a formation of chMB 
column in front facing to the rear at a canter f with all the half 

squadrons curling i^und in a countermarch like so many great cater* 
pillars, and then scrambling; off for thev places in column, preceded by 
a whole flock of markers, led by the adjutant, riding as if his life de* 
pended upon it. ^iet us figure to ourselves the progress of the scene—* 
we will suppose these markers, being even better acquainted with the 
manoeuvre tlian he who commanded it, are all arrived in safety, and 
after a great deal of waving to and fro of swords, accompanied by not a 
few smothered imprecations, finally planted, according to the adjutant’s 
intentions, as pivots of the column. The half-squadrons, meantime, 
begin to approach, and audible whispers are circulated among the 
officers of— “ Which is iny marker ?” When am I to lead ?*’ ** Am 
I to stop short, or go straight up to him ?" ** Do we go round him ?'* 
" Which way do we turn ?” Which is to be the front ?” and a 
thousand other equally agitating questions. For one officer that is 
answered right by his neighbours, two are answered wrong, but under 
the protection of a cloud of dust, like the heroes in the Iliad, and being ' 
now ^vithin reach of their markers, who are generally old soldiers of 
the line, and on the look-out for the approach of tlieir officers, like 
pilots off a liarbour, the whole bundle into column, and settle down 
into something like order and regularity; the dust clears away,' and 
there they stand glittering in their glory, while the bewildered spec* 
tators declare their unmixed admiration of the spleu^id manoeuvio it 
has been their good-fortune to behold. 

Now, that this picture of a y^manry field-day of the old school is 
not overcharged, let any unprejudiced person who may have attended 
such reviews deny if he can. No ridicule is intended to be thrown 
upon the yeomanry, whose zeal, intelligence, and patriotic sacrifice fd 
time and expence entitle them to ev^y praise from their fellow-coun*^ 
trymen and brethren of the regulars ; but it is merely wished to prove 
the absurdity of some of their chiefs and instructors in teaching them, 
as it were, to dance before they can walk, and in accustoming them, os 
certainly u^ed to be the case, to mistake the performance by rote'<ff a 
certain series of manoeuvres selected froiit Dundas, and which never 
yet were, nor ever could be employed by cavalry on service, for that 
perfection in which the fiel^ofncer asserts that two very good yeo- 
manry corps, the Cheshire and Lord Grantham's, .prere<ully equal to 
the regiments of the line. The practice of of 

during the last two years has shown, that amon^ ntsoiy advantages df 
placing officers in front of their half-squadrons, it is one of the principal 
that they have much better control over their men^ and can- more ea^y 
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Aose wbo fnm the impetaoaltf of their hones, or their owa 
esgerneaa, are disposed to hresk the regularity of the line by rushing 
too forward, a fault whicli was always too prevalent in the British 
cavalry, and which noi only led to unsteady Mvances in line, but also 
to the line being frequently overshot by troops coming up successively 
in formations to the front, from echellon or open column, as well as in 
the imjMrtant manceuvre of deploying. ^ This advantage and the get* 
ting riu of a host of markers, which ft a main result of having officers 
in front, have simplified the movements of the regular cavalry to a 
greater degree than can be at all appreciated by those who have never 
practised them ; at the same time by not emf^loying at fie]d-days that 
number of detached mserkers who could not be so^mployed before the 
enemy, thS evolutions of the pavalry are made more like what they 
ought to be, namely, a preparation for what is likely to be required of 
them on real service. Now, every one of these argtiliients for abolish- 
ing the use of detached markers, and for placing officers in a situation 
to control their men and preserve the lines from Being broken and over- 
shot by the unsteadiness of either man or horse, applies with double 
force to the yeomanry cavalry ; not to mention that the officers are 
spared the difficulty and inconvenience of constantly shifting flanks, to 
do which at the proper instant, and without making mistakes, was 
always, even in the best-drilled regiments of the line, one of the most 
intricate points of the troop officer’s field duty, as every one must well 
recollect who, before the late revision was introduced into practice, 
served as a subaltern in the cavalry, or who, in the situation of adju- 
tant, has been conversant with the instruction of the young oilicers. 
The abbreviated words of command are the next subject of the animad- 
version of the field-ofiicer, and he carefully explains that no word of 
command ought to be given to the yeomen with the meaning of which 
word they are unacquainted ; as if it ever were intended or could be 
thought proper that unintelllgihle commands should be given to any 
cavalry in the world. The whole object of words of command is to 
convey a distinct and plain meaning, but is it by lengthy sentences 
that such meaning is best conveyed.^ Will not a high wind, or the 
slightest confusion, afifect the circulation of long words of command ? 
Will the squadron officers u^lio repeat them, as easily catch and pass a 
long sentence as a short one ? Are not short commands sooner made 
fiimiliar to the ear, and such words as are lost in noise or wind more 
easily supplied by the officers most distant from the comnsanding officer ? 
Above all, are not common and plain terms better understood by young 
soldiers than technical and scientific phrases, which seem intended for 
no other purpose than to make a mystery of an art wlyise chief merit 
most always be extreme simplicity.^ For instance, when {^division or 
troop is to make a partial Jiurn towards its right hand, is it not more 
in accordance wHh the ordinary expressions of our language to say 
right/* followed hy forward/* when^.the division has wheeled as 
much as is intended by its officer, than to say left shoulders forward/* 
fidlowed by ^^forwem/* in order to accomplish the very same thing? 
In the latter command, the term left** seems really introduced 
merely to pnezle the cause. Suppose you lost your way in travelling, 
and were- to ask tl^ first man you met to direct you, would he desire 
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you to bring your left shoulder forward at the next cross road^ or 
would he not plainly tell you to turn to your right ? There is no need 
of twenty years’ experience in the yeomanry service to solve such a 
question. Indeed^ the field-officer answers it himself better than any 
one could answer it for him, by observing with much truth, that it is 
of little importance how many syllables are uttered by a commanding 
officer ; the only point worth cousiderjng is, by what means he gets his 
commands most efficiently executed.” 

The words of command in the revised movements lately practised 
by the cavalry, have certainly a few variations from Dunuas, but it 
will hardly- be’ denied, tlisCt such a word as change front to the left on 
the second squadron^ is more simple than, TJie regiment will change 
^wsilion to the left, right hroughi for^qrdy left thrown baAi, npoti the 
left half squadron of the rig/it centre squadron; and since the regi- 
ments have found uo difficulty whatever, but on the contrary much 
advantage from the. abbreviation of these long and puzzling sentences, 
and execute their purport quite as efficiently and correctly, there 
really seems no reason for preferring them to shorter and equally 
plain commands, especially when Dundas himself, speaking of com- 
mands, recommends that they should be— shorty clear, and expressive 
qf what is to he done,** 

The field-officer concludes his remarks by saying, that “ if the yeo- 
manry are inferior to regulars in some things, there is the greater 
necessity for rendering them more perfect in other things”— and this 
remark, if properly applied, is an extremely just one, but for yeomanry 
to aim at this perfection by long and difficult words of command, and 
still more long and complicated manoeuvres, is the very last means of 
arriving at excellence of any kind. Yeomanry are never wanted in 
great lines for any purp(Kses except the empty ones of parade. It is 
in separate squadrons and smaller detachments that their real services 
are generally required, and if they can execute the simple formations 
of the troop and squadron readily, and’ without confusion, to either 
front, fiank, or rear, and can also with equal readi^ss increase and 
diminish their front while upon the march at a moderate trot, they will 
find themselves much more efficient, as a military force in the hour of 
trial, than they can ever be made from imitating the parade move- 
ments and reviews of the regular cavalry, to which, in these matters, 
their want of habitual practice must always render them inferior, how- 
ever plausibly they may {perform a' prepared field-day ; while by ad- 
hering to those simple exercises above mentioned, they may not only 
rival the regulars in points which are of the first importance on service, 
but also will make themselves a truly effective and formidable force, 
able to render the most essential and valuable aid for the preservation 
of internarpeace, and forming a patriotic and efficient safeguard for 
the liberties of themselves and their fellow-countrymen. 

* (Signed) A Cavalry Captain. 
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THE SERVICES OP THE LATE 
ADMIRAL SIR JOSEPH SYDNEY YORK B, K.G.B. 

The molanclioly event which occurred on the 5th of May« and which 
depi’ived Sir Joseph S. Yorke of his life, has been the subject of uni- 
versal regret, not only in the na\td circles, but among all classes where 
he was known; for it cannot be cfcnied that he ])ossessed feelings 
actively alive in the cause of benevolence, and which he fulJy exercised 
whenever an object at all worthy of his interference solic*ited his 
assistance. ^ 

It secnii^that Sir Joseph Yorke had been witlteCapt. Mathew Bar- 
ton Bradby, in the latter oificei'^s vessel., of fourteen tons burthen, 
accompanied by Capt. Thomas Young, on board the St. Vincent at 
Spithead, which ship is fitted for the flag of Vice-Admiral Sir II. IIo- 
thani, who is about to proceed to the Mediterranean as Cominander-iii- 
chief. On their return, a sudden and violent gust of Avind came on in 
Stokes Bay, which upset the vessel, and all on board perished.* The 
bodies of the unfortunate sufferers were found, and on the following 
day, the Coroner ^eld an iiKpiest, when a verdict of " accidental death'" 
was recorded. f 

The Admiral was born in London, (ith June and entered the 
Navy as Midshipman on board the Duke, (98,) Feb. 15th 1780, then 
commanded by Capt. Sir Ciiarles Douglas, Avith Avhom he joined the 
Formidable, the flag ship of Admiral Lord Rodney, and Avas in the 
celebrated actions Avith the French fleet under Comte dc Grasse, on 
the 9th and 12th of April 1782. The peace wdiich AA^as soon after con- 
cluded caused j\Ir. Yorke to return to Kiiglaiid, and the Formidable 
being put out of commission, he after a short time joined the Assist- 
ance, Commodore Sir Charles Douglas, and then the Salisbury, Capt. 
Sir Erasmus GoAver, as Master's Alate, and remained on the New- 
foundland Station nearly three years. 

June 16th 1789, Mr, Yorke Avas promoted to the rank of Lieute- 
nant, and served Avith Admiral Sir Richard Hughes on board the 
Adamant of 50 guii.s. He subsequently served as Lieutenant of the 
Thisbe, and Victory, and in the latter during the armaments against 
Spain and Russia, In February 1791, he was promoted to Master and 
Commander, and to the Rattlesi^ke sloop cruising in the ChantieJ, 
until tlie Avar AAdth the French* Republic commenced. Capt. Yorke 
was promoted to Post-rank Feb. 4th 1793, and to command the Circe 
frigate, under th#* orders of Admiral Earl IIoAve ; he Avas actively em- 


• Little doubt exists of the Yacht having been struck by lightning, 
t Capt. Bradby, who thus loft his life, was the son of Rear-Admiral Bradby, 
who died on the Superannuated liist of Admirals in IJIOO. Capt. Bradby was 
made a liieutenant, July 1796, and a Commander, ‘JOlli of April l«02. He after- 
wards commanded the Calypso, of 18 guns, in the N/»rth Sea, and was made Post- 
Captain, .Tune 28th, 1810. He has left a widow, who was daughter of Vice- 
Admiral Billy Douglas. 

Capt. Thomas Young, the other unfortunate sutferer, was made Lieutenant, 
October 8th 1801 ; promoted to Commander, November 5th 1800 ; and to Capteiii, 
January 1st 1817* 
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ployed in the Channel; and dose to Brest harbour^ captured L’Esidegle 
Colette, 

In August 1794 , Capt. Yorke was appointed to the Stag frigate, em- 
ployed in the Channel and North Sea ; and on the 22nd August, the 
next year, when in company with a small squadron under Capt. Alms* 
oiders, chased two large ships and a cutter, the sternmost of which he 
brought to action. After an hour's engagement, the vessel struck, and 
proved to be the Alliance, Batavian fixate, of 36 guns and 240 men, 
several of whom were killed and wounded. The others, which escaped, 
were the, Argo of the same force, and the Nelly Cutter, of 16 guns. 
In March 1600, Capt. Yqjke was removed to the Jason, of 36 guns; 
and in the* •following year to the Canada, 74, which he commanded 
until the peace. ** ^ ‘‘ 

Oil the recommencement of hostilities, Capt. Yorke received an ap- 
pointment to the Prince George, from whence he was removed to the 
JSarfleur, and then to the Christian VII. a large Danish ship with 
round quarters. * «. 

On the 21st of April 180.5, Ills Majesty George III. was graciously 
pleased to confer on Capt. Yorke the honour of Knighthood. This 
was preparatory to the Installation of the Knights of the Garter, that 
took place in St. George's Chapel on the 23rd of thci^ame month, and 
upon which occasion Sir Joseph Yorke went through the ceremonies 
as the representative of his brother the Karl of Hardwicke, at that time 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and therefore incapable of attending 
at that splendid ceremony. 

Upon the appointment of Lord Mulgrave, as IVIaster-General of the 
Ordnance, in 1810, the Right Hon. Charles Yorke became First Lord 
of the Admiralty, and Sir Joseph was nominated to a seat at the Ad- 
miralty Board, in the room of Capt. Robert Moorsoin, and in conse- 
quence relinquished the command of the Christian VII. 

Sir Joseph was promoted to the rank of Rear-Admiral of tlie Blue, 
July 31st 1810 ; and in January following hoisted his Hag on board 
the Vengeance, 74, in which he proceeded to the T^us with a large 
body of troops in transports, to re-inforce the army ifnder Lord Wel- 
lington ; he afterwards sailed to the Western Isles, with three sail-of- 
the-line and two frigates under his orders, for the protection of an 
homeward-bound fleet from the East Indies^ 

In the promotion of Flag-officers, which took place 4th June 1814, 
Sir Joseph Yorke obtained Jlie rank* Vice-Admiral. In April 1818 
he* resigned his seat at the Admiralty, and held no public situation 
afterwards. 

On the organization of the Order of the Batli in 1815, Sir Joseph 
Yorke was nomrinated a Knight Commander. At the promotion which 
took place «9n the ascent of his present Majesty to the throne. Sir 
Joseph Yorke became an Admiral of the Bliie, 22ud July 1830. 

Sir Joseph Yorke commenced his Parliamentary career in 1790, 
when he was returned for Heygate, Surry, while 'lie was Lieutenaut of 
the Victory. This place he continued to represent until 1806, when 
he w^ returned for St. Germain's, in Coniwall, which he vacated in 
J810 in favour of his brother. 

At the general election in 1812, Sir Joseph Yorke was returned for 
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SandwidL but again vacated his seat in 1818; in the same yeat* he M'as 
returned for Rugate, which he continued to represent until the recent 
dissolution of Parliament^ and had been re-elected for that place to 
serve in the New Parliament. 

Sir Joseph Yorke married in April 1798, Elizabeth, daughter of 
James Rattray, of Atherston, North Britain, Esq. by which Lady, who 
died Jan. 20th, 1812, he had several children, one of whom, Charles 
Philip, is now Captain of the Alligator frigate in the Mediterranean, 
and served as Midshipman in the Queen Charlotte before Algiers. Sir 
Joseph Yorke married secondly. May 22nd, 1813, Urania, -Dowager 
Marchioness of Clanricarde, daughter of Gesrge, the twelfUi Marquess 
of Winchester, who survives him. By this marriage theft is no issue. 

Sir Jusopli Yorke w*as the youngest sou of ih^ Right Hon. Charles 
Yorke, who filled the high odfce of Lord 'Chancellor in 1779, and was 
created a Peer of the Realm, by the title of Baron Morden ; but dying 
before the patent had passed the Great Seal, the Peerage did not take 
place. • * 

The present Earl of Ilardwickc succeeded his uncle in the titles and 
estates. Both his Lordship's sons, Philip, Viscount Royston, who was 
lost on board the Agatha, merchantsliip, near Memol, Ajm! 7th, 1808, 
and Charles Janies, who then became -Viscount Royston, and died May 
1st, 1810, being the only male heirs, the Earldom devolves on the 
Right Hon. Charles Philip Yorke, his Lordship's brother, should he 
survive him, but if not, then it descends to the eldest male survivor of 
the Admiral’s children. 

Sir Joseph Yorke was chairman of the Waterloo Bridge Company, 
in the management of whose concerns he took a very active part. 

The last public act of the lamented Admiral's life was the presiding 
at a meeting at the Tiiatched House Tavern, on the 20th April, for 
considering a plan for carrying into effect “ A School for the Education 
of the Sons of Naval and Marine Officers, together with an Orplnui 
Foundation, under the sanction of the King's Most Excellent Ma- 

a ,” an institution that promises to be of essential service, and which is 
ly creditable to its projector. Commander Dickson. 

'i’lie lengthened parliamentary career of Sir Joseph Yorke tvas distin- 
guished by sound and constitutional views, unflinching zeal for the in- 
terests of his profession, and invincible and irresistible good humour. 
In the tumult of the most stormy debates, his voice was w^oiit to appease 
the conflicting senate, and rcstqre^t least a^ momentary hannuiiy by the 

S iaint phraseology and shrewd observations he brought to bear upon 
e discussion. His loss is doubly to be deplored at the present crisis, 
when hisattachrMuit to the constitution, and unswerving honesty, would 
have rendered him a valuable ally to the cause of rational freedom, and 
the menaced institutions of his native land. * 

The remains of Sir Joseph Yorke were deposited in the family vault 
at Wimple, near Arrington, Cambridgeshire, not far from VVimple 
Hall, the segt of the *Earl of Hardwicke. 
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TUB SERVICES OP THE LATE VICE-ADMIRAL 
THE RIGHT HON. SIR WILLIAM JOHNSTONE HOlMSj G.C.B. 

Few oilicers of either service have passed through their professional 
career Jess marked by the tongue of calumny tlian tlie late Sir Wil- 
liam Johnstone Hope. This estitnabJ^^ and good man was supposed 
by many to have been a native of Scotland, which was not the fact, 
as he drew his lirst breath at Finchley, in the county of Illiddlesex, 
on the 16tli August He is descended from John de Hope, 

who, it is saicd, came from France in tiie retinue of IMagdalene, Queen 
to Janies V. in 1537., The father of Sir William, was John Hope, a 
merchant of London, wlio married Majry-^ daughter of Eliab liretoii, of 
Enfield, Esq. and was their tliird son. 

At the early age of ten years he entered the Navy, under the 
patronage of his uijicle Capt. Charles Hope, (who was subsequently 
Commissioner of Chatham Dock-yard, and died Sc])tcmber l(5th, 1308,) 
on board the Weazel of 14 guns, and accompanied him into the Hind, 
Crescent, Iphigenia, and Leocadin, successively employed in the West 
Indies, coast of Guinea, North Sea, and Newfoundland. From the 
latter ship, Mr. Hope removed into the Portland of 50 guns, the flag- 
ship of Vice-Admiral Campbell, then at Newfoundland. In October 
1782, he obtained the rank of Lieutenant, and was appointed to the 
Dficdalus. After the peace in 17B3, this frigate was paid off; but 
being again put into commission, Lieut. Hope was appointed to her, 
and proceeded to the coast of Scotland ; but in the following year the 
ship was paid off at Chatham. After this, Lieut. Hope received an 
appointment as Flag-lieutenant to Admiral jMilbanke, commanding at 
Plymouth. In April 1786, he joined the Pegasus, commanded by his 
present Majesty, (then His Poyal Highness l^rince William Henry,) 
and proceeded to Newfoundland, Halifax, and tlic West Indies, at 
which place he exchanged into the Horeas of 28 guns, commanded by 
the gallant Horatio Nelson, from which ship he was pwd off at Sheer- 
ness in November 1787- 

The Victory being fitted for the flag of Earl Howe, in consequence 
of the disturbances in Holland, which were speedily suppressed, Lieut. 
Hope received an appointment to that ship, but was soon afterwards 
paid off, and placed upon half-pay. 

The Adamant of 50 guns being fitted^for Sir Richard Hughes, Lieut. 
Hope was appointed to that ship, and sailed in June 1789 to Halifax, 
where the Admiral had been appointed Comniandei'-in-chief.^ 

In the following year, Lieut. Hope was promoted to the rank of 
Master and Commander, and to the command of the Rattle, sloop-of- 
war. In June of the same year, Capt. Kitox of the Adamant, was 
compelled through illness to resign the command of that ship, and the 
Admiral (Sir Richard Hughes,) gave Capt. HopQ an order to act in 
her. Soon aftei^ Capt. Lindsay retired from the comnfRtnd of the 
Penelope through ill health, and Capt. Hope took the command, whioli 
appointment was not, however, confirmed by the Admiralty, and he 
returned home in the Adamant, and paid her off at Plymouth in 1792.^ 

Capt. Hope’s next appointment was to the Incendiary flre-sliip, 
which he commissioned in Janudry 1783, and from which he was on 
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January 9thj 1794, promoted to the rank of Post Captain, and to the 
command of the Bellerophon of 74 guns, the flag-ship of Rear-Ad- 
miral Sir Thomas Pasley, but who then had a broad pendant on board 
as Commodore, which ship was particularly distinguished in the several 
engagements with the French fleet on the 28th and 29th of May, and 
glorious 1st of June 1794. For Capt. lIope*s services, he was pre- 
sented with a gold medal, th^ same as the other Captains on that 
memorable occasion,, by Ilis ]\lajesty George III. 

Ill March 1795, Capt. Hope having quitted the Bellerophon in the 
January preceding, was appointed to the Tremendous, belonging to tho 
Channel fleet ; and in May following, at the request of Admiral Dun- 
can, he joined the Veperable, the flag-ship of tliat gallant and heroic 
oflicer in 1;he North Sea. In copscquence of an accident on the head, 
Capt. Hope met with on boarcl one of the Russian line-of-battle ships, 
at that time in company with the British fleet, he was reluctantly 
obliged to resign the command of the Venerably, and owing to that 
unfortunate circumstance was prevented sharing the glories of the 
action with the Dutch fleet, under Admiral De Winter, off Camper- 
down, the Hill of October, 1797* Capt. Hope*s next commission was 
to the Kent, 74, in February 1798, a new ship, and iitling for the flag 
of Lord Diincaii. In this ship, he assisted in tlie combined expedition 
against Holland, by this country and Russia, and was present at the 
capture of the Helder, and the surrender of the Dutch squadron under 
the orders of Rear-Admiral Storey. With this important intelligence, 
Capt. Hope arrived in London, for which he received the usual gra- 
tuity of 500/. ; and was soon after presented by the Emperor of 
Russia with the riband and cross of the Knight of Malta. 

Admiral Lord Dtiiican having resigned the command of the North 
Sea squadron, the Kent was sent to the Mediterranean in June 1800, 
to join the fleet under the orders of Admiral Lord Keith. In the same 
year, an attack was meditated upon Cadiz, and Ca])t. Hope was nomi- 
nated to cuiiimaiid a detachment of seamen to be so employed. A 
violent epidem^ disease was, however, found to be raging in the place, 
and the enterprise was therefore abandoned, and the ships to have been 
employed returned to Gibraltar. 

The expedition against the French, under Buonaparte in Egypt, 
having been determined upon, Lieut.-Gen. Sir Ralph Abercrombie, 
with his staflT, embarked on board the Kent, at Gibraltar, and Capt. 
Hope had the honour of coiuiuylng the gallant hero to that country 
where his military career so nobly terminated. Capt. Hope remained 
on the Egyptian coast untjl the surrender of Cairo, wlien the service 
requiring* that ' e Kent should be an Admiral's ship. Sir Richard 
Bickertoii hoisted his flag accordingly, and Capt. Hop*e returned home, 
after the former had oflPered him the situation of Captain of the Fleet ; 
and for his services on tlie coast of Egypt, he received^ by command 
of the Sultan, the Turkish order of the Crescent. 

Capt. H«pe remained unemployed until early in 1804, when he was 
appomted to the Atlas at Chatham, but was soon after, through ill 
health, compelled to relinquish the command, and which was the last 
he held as Captain. 

In 1807> when Lord JMuIgruvc became First Lord of the Admiralty, 
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HiAt Boont, whero ho loitMiiiOa'fiiiilaL IBOQ, whon he mignodii Ohd 
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Ibpe was on the lot of Aiiguat 181Ij appointed irae of the 
*Milonw of tboBoyid Marines ; and on Ahe 18th of Anmt, the ibUow^ 
>^§1^ ye|r> promoted to the'aOnk of B^-Admirol oT the Blue* In 
. wrontber 1813, be was mipointed Commander-in-chief at Leith* end 
Wthe extension of the Oiwr of the Bath to three classes in 1816, 
was nominated a Knight Commander. Rear-Admiral Sir W. J. Hope 
was a second time appointed to the command et Leith in 1816, and 
hoisted his dag accorclingly. , . ^ 

August 12th, 1819, he was promoted to the rank of Vice-Admiral ; 
rad in January 1820, on the appointment of Sir Graham Moore to the 
ditorranean comipand, he a^n became a Lord of the Admiralty ; 

[ jyhra his present Majesty, then Duke of Clarence, was appoint 
Hig^ Admiral, was named bne of the Council to Hu Royal 
pass. 

March 1828, Sir William J. Hope was araointed by the Ijord 
]pbli Admiral, on the death of Sir Thomas B. Thompson, Treasurer 
afrae ^yal Hospital, Greenwich, and resigned his seat at the Admi- 
^tr* Great frauds and neglect being discovered and committed by 
iramdoala employed in the office beWging to the Treasurer of the 
#oroital^ an Act m Parliament was obtained for the better regulation 
ttraat noble establishment, and the whole placed under the. direction 
« the Board of Admiralty- In consequence of this alteration, the 
of Treasurer was abolished, and Sir William Johnstone Hope was 
appmnted one of the five Commissioners for managing the affairs of 
trat excellent institution. 

^jQn the death of Admii^ ]^rd Radstock in 1826, Sir William John- 
stone Hope, was, 4th of October of that year, created a Grand Cross 
o€.tbe Bath, and about five months since, by the commrad of his pre- 
sailt Majesty, was sworn in one of the members of the Privy Council, 
tin IWO, while raon service, Capt. Hope mtss elected Member of 
P^bttient for the Dumfries district of Bur^ ; and in 1894 Memb» 

^ tie County on the death of Gen. Sir Robert Laurie, and whirii 
e he continued to represent until 1830, when, at the general elec- 
j he declined the hunournif again* doing so, and was succeeded by 
^eldest son John James Hope Johnstone, Bsq. 

William Johnstone Bope married July the 8tb, 1792, Lady 
A^ Jehnstone Hi^e, the eldest dau^ter of James^ tbi^ Ear) m 
I(q|Wtrani who died at Raehill, near Moffatt, August 1818, rad bad/ 
four soch and two daughters, one of is maid of hopour tqf« 
nresrab Mqjosty- The eldest son is riaimrat ibr the disputed titbi’ ^ 
□Karqws.of A« iw n d < fe thrw^h/bis mctlies;,rad who with>his bi^ 
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the fertility of its soil f 
le in abunoanee^ and ii n 

ia, which at present belopgs to the Russloi^Ooremment ofW11iia»lbonndiit 
in lakes and manbes> Uiat rsHder'the ^eommuideations extremely didhsulin 
To the south is the Jfieeieni whidb seiarate^lt ftom PrusB&a, and 
whidh fall the VTUia, the hfewojsj^the DuSlra, fmd thoD^oura. The novAMOv 
part of thw country ia mteneed^hy the Moucha and theJi|reta, or WMea# 
the first of which, OndOr the name \tf Aa, falls into the Dwf na neaai^^te ^ 
whilst the latter runs Into the sea, a little below W indaup 
damogltia h inhabited by two distinct races of men; the first of 
statute, and deacehded frotn the Wcbdes, who in remote ages occupied 
eountiy ; the latter, diHiinutiv6| but h^y andf roVUshllke the Lettonians; 

fertility Of the soil might suflee to sender the inhabitants rich, but ibr 
their inactivity, and their slavish sabjertion to ancient prejudices; many 
the farmers, for Instance, obstinately make use of a plough entirely composed 
of wood, under the idea that one furnished with the smallest particle of 
iron is unlucky ; consequently it often happens, that the total failure of 
their harvest compels them to subsist on ramshes and turnips, which in this 
country grow to an enormous size. Their sowing season seldom commences 
tUi a^ut three weeks after ^Vhitsuntide; but uie excesbive heat of their 
summers usually ripens the grain in six or seven weeks. 

In point of civilization, the inhabitants of Samogitia, are, perhaps, less 
advanced than any other people of Burope. Though^nverted to Chiistian- 
ity in 1413, they still retain many of their ancient Pagan superstitions, be« 
lieving implicitfy in sorceretp, demons, and spirits.^ The village curates axe 
their oracles, and possess incalculable influence over the lower dasses of the 
populace . 

When Samogitia Was ulder t^ dominiop of Che Poles, the capital of the 
country was tlw little town of Roaiemie, at preseflf the capital of a district 
situate on the Q^’hiiza, forty-three leagCtes north-west of VKilna. This 
town, which is now the residence of the Catholic bishops of Samo^tia, ia 
built of wood, and contains two diurches and a college or Piarists. Keida* 
my, in the district of Robieilhe, belongs to the Radziwill family, and is Ad- 
capital of their immense pomessions in Lithuania* It contains a Carmelite 
UHmastery, two Protestant ohurche^ a Russian church, and a gymnasipm. 

Taloh or Teldla, and Chawle, formerly two inconsiderable towns, are 
at present rfiiaed to Ae important of capitahf of districts. The latter was 
once a oomnuMery of the knights of the Teutonic order, and was after- 
wards governed by Ae Grand Dukes of Lithuania. But Jourberg, or * 
geabourg, fti the Polish dislect Jurbok, must now be considered the most 
umpovtant town of Samogitia. It ia a bustling commerdaT town bdonging 
to Ae district of Rosienne, and built on Ae r^emen ; it posAsses a geoSr 
hoxbour, and a custom-house establiAed by Ae Russians. The remainder 
ofAe Rhnian Government of VTilna is situate to Ae east and Ae souAof 



|||A muAsucoess to agriculture, and to Ae taring of bees. Their tom- 
ingsce Is carried on witn Prussia, Riga, and Libau. The population of Ae 
UM is composed of LiAuanians, (who form Ae minority,) of Russiant, 
iSm, and Jews; also of 1300 Tartars jsho have forgotten their native 
RMeot. The number of the inhabitants of Ae government of Wilna, Samo- 
included, may be estimated at one million of souls.* 

Wilna, Ae capital^ is built upon a number of little qpiinpnces at the con- 
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inember|u ahdJthajLsii wb%8 JflMiiiefted^ith iVttgd^r MiLtary mattorb 
irili be (meernBy Presented by%eir4ntbi» *0 
It win be /I suUfect for future considerauon. whether Officcjrs may not be 
invited t^give Lectures on specific points 01 Naval and Military scienccp 
wherebl^mucLMKpractical kogvledge may bo most beneficially preserved and 
eonuAunioateap and from wlSoi an identity of general views and piineiples 
tgay ^ happily diffused through both branches of His Majesty’s Ser\ice. 

The jfreat aim of this Institution will be, to foster the desire of useful 
infirmationp and to facilitate its fsi^uisition ;• it is therefore proposed to 
admit Officers e(^ all ranks belonging to tlie Armyp Navy, and MarineSp tbe 
MiUtiap iMular and locfdp and Yeomanryp the liast India Company’s Land 
and flea FarceSp and the Civil Functionaries attached to these departments. 
Since audi an Institqtion was first suggested, its completion has been 
‘ r ttxged by intelligent members of every depwtment ofi the United 
Ip whilst the titans ofi carrying it into effect with the best prospect of 
Us objects, have been unceuingly kept in view. 

- joportaet undertaking has received the gracious sanction of the 
who hap oqnde^nded to become its Patron. His Grace the Duke of 
ftm hMi^cepted the office of Vice-Patron, and the |gBiftq|ieii 
gorniiaamonm its F^sidents and Vice-Presidents many of themed 
lished names in both anas of the United Service. 

MessTS. Ckdbum «and Bentley have already offered oopida of the flaval and 
Mtanwy Works of i^idk they are the Publlthersp to the intended Library. 

V* 8. JouEN. No, St. June 18 SL ‘ q 
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PATRON^ 

THE KINO. 

▼1CE*PATR0K< . 

Tn« Dusk of WR^i.lw6TOir. 

PRRStDSRTS, - 

Right Hon. Sir James Oraham, Bart. General Lord Hill, G'.C/B. and G:O.H. 

First Lord of the Adtniralty. ■ ' 'Commander the ' 

Admiral Sir J. SaumareCy BiatfL O.C.&- lient -Gdn; JBi?r J. Eelli^y.G.j03. and 
Vice Admiral of Great Britain., / G>6 jH. Master of ifie- Ord'* 

Admiral Sir Sidney Smithy K;^K^0ie^ / >miil 9 e». 
ncral of Marines .* ^ 

Admiral Hon. Sir £^1' 

Vice-Admiral Sir and 

Vice-Admiral Eight Ilofc Sfr 

Cockhum, G.C4J- 1 ' ' , (i^V^MVisec$iht€(imbermej»^-0 

Vice Admiral Sir llenty W. l^dyutiiti^i v ^ I ' ' ' 

K.(\B. Gen. Lorrf yiseount Beresfdrdj aO.B. 

Vxre-Adinirnl Sir Edward Gridith Col-^i rHo ^ * , * ■ ■ 

poys. K.t’.B. Ofn. Ui)n<Sif,4*'Hepe. 0-e.nb.-M.P, . 

Vice-Admiral Hon. Clmrles Elphinstone- l^ieut'..Cren;«.»lSir Rulane' Shaw Dimkln. 

Fleming. .^r E-C.B. and'C.CiflV ' : 

Vice-Admirnl the lion. Sir Uewey IIo- Lieutr-0en. Sir Gdoim Murracyi^ G.C.B. 

tham, K.C.B. and,G,G.lf. M.P. ’ * 

Vice-Admiral Sly E. Codringtoi»,G.C-B. Lioutw-Gen. Sit Herbert; Taylor, 
Vice-Admiral Sir Henry Blackwood,' ^ OiC.iL\ ' * . -. * 

Bart. K.C.B. Major.lGexi'. Sir Henry fiardinge, 

Rear-Admiral Sk Thomas Masterm^ I IMfeJt*, ‘ 

Hardy, Bart, f C.B. 

At a meeting oflbho«.4^tisi§Sial' CommUtee,.^ the Slst of May, 
Major-Gen. Sir Howard BatJ. ^' th0, eWUr, It was resolved, that 

a General Meeting oT ^o b^O^^b'thdth which it is ex- 
pected that ah* Officer qf-the^ highest ^>k do take place 

at the Thatched-House Tavern, St. JamM!e Street, London,, at two o'clock 
p.M. on the 95th of J une, th adopt rdlblutiona for the dehnltive establish- 
ment of the institution, and to take into consideration the' best mode of pro- 
viding a Building for the reception of several extensive collections which 
have been already jirescntod; those by Capt. W.H. Smyth, And Commander 
Downes, and, through Colonel Freeth, that fr(/m the late Royal Staif Corps, 
containing upwards of one thous^ind specimens in various branches of natural 
history, are here particularly referred to. 

Under such auspices, and Vith such ^aiourahlo prospects, the Provisional 
Committee fully rely that this call on the United Service will bo anxiouMy 
responded to by each department, and by every individual officer. 

In considering the amount of subscription to this highly impoftant object, 
the ProvisionarConimittee propose that it should be at the lowest possi- 
ble rate, so 'that the smallness of the amount might render it a matter of 
trifling import to the very junior officers of tlie ServRse, while the number 
of Subscribers should produce a revenue equal to the wants of the establish- 
ment ; they therefore recommend that it shall be fixed at ten* shillings an- 
nually for each member, or six sovereigns as a life subscri|kioi<i. 

It bedomes highly desirable that in the interval before the General 
Meeting on Saturday the 2.5th of June, all officers, at least all such as may 
be within the United Kingdom, should communicate to either of the Secre- 
taries, Commander Henry Downes, R. N. and Lieut. Ilnll, II, P. Royal Irisli, 
4, Carlton Chambers, Regent-street, their intention of forwarding this design, 
and give general directions to their agente in London for the payment of the 
annual subscription, to Charles Downes, Esq. No. 8, Carlton Chambers, 
Regent-street, the Provisional Treasurer. Other facilities will hereafter bo 
proposed to render communications more complete. 
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ON THB DISTRrBUTION AND PUTIES OP TUB UNATTACHED 
MBDIUAL. STAFF OF THE ARMY AT HOME. 

I • 

BY A MlgMCAL OFFICER. 

The following Table presents an e^act view of the Distrilmtion of 
the nnattached Medical Omoers of the Anny employed at pre:sent at Home^ 
whilst in the observai'IONS which succeed^ the Duties these officer*^ have 
ti> perfornt at their roipectlve stalionei ere indicate4 and occasionally roni- 
mented upon. ^ » 

In the eolumn/of etatlonain the TaUe will be found the name of every 

E kce in these kingdoms at whlek e Military Medical Officer is placed, and 
n the succeeding columns thh tide of every Itank now reco^ized in the 
Medical Department of |he «• 

readejr may th«t embrace set pne view the whole of^ur domestic esta- 
blishments asRbpvev^bnerrisdi toT and coinpeM together without trouMe the 
staff at different stations both with, rSspeet to rank and numbers. 

* As the Officers are thus arraiib;od in e double Order, by r^ and station, 
so are the Observations also ; one following another id sucli a manner that 
easy reference may be made from the table to tlie observations, or the 
reverse. ‘ 

With these explanatory remarks no difficulty can he found in tracing 
the C(»nnecti6n which exists 'between the different part-i of this cunmiu- 
nication, and therefore we shall add nothing further in the May of in- 
troduction. 

TABi:.E Or'niSTRXBtlTlON, t M\I)E Li* lO \PKIL 1831. 



♦ Amongst these the titles of Director General^ Principal Jns])ector General^ 
Phjfsician Generaly and Surgeon General will not he met with, as belonging rutlicr 
to individuals iQinder special appointments) than to the Dcparlnieiit. The indivi- 
duals at preseiiT distinguished hy those titles are however included und^ tUc class 
of Inspector General, the highest Rank admitted by llis Majesty's Warrant of the 
29th July 1830. 

t This Table has cost us some trouble, the information contained in the Army 
Lists with respect to the Medical Department being so arranged, as to render it 
rather difficult to ascertain the exact number employed, drc. We shall point out 
hereafter a mode of correcting this deficiency. ^ 
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OBSBBTATION8. 

LONDOV— nSAD-atTAETEIlS. 

Inspector General — This being the highest rank now recognized in the 
Medical Department of the anny^ we have included under it, as already 
intimated, the Director-General Sir James M'Grigor, and the Principm 
Inspector-General Sir William Frankliu, who hold their respective offices 
by special appointment. 

With respect to the duties of these officers it wiU be sufficient to observe 
that they embrace every thing connected with the superintendance and 
patronage of the Departmepti* and that in tbe4i><ffiiurge of these duties the 
parties sometimes apn^r tpiiict independently of each other, and sometimes 
in conjunction as a jBoard. >■ Whether arting sewrately or ii^onjunction 
however, every thing seems la reality to be regiuated by the Inrector-Go- 
neral, as inde^ it ought ti| be; nor have yre ever been able to discover that 
the Principal-Inspector has duties to nerfenn, which an officer of infe- 
rior rank might not diapharge with eqifsl propriety and advantage. We 
might pSrhapa go larthsr and say^ with greater propriety to himself, and 
greater advantage to scryipe ; fly the Priiicdpal-lnBpeotor-GeneraL ap- 

proaches so neany in rank:.to the liHrectorfGeneral that he can scarcely be 
cuUed upon to dischiurge any subordiltate duties, and luust therefore be in a 
great measure unemnluyed, or volupAarily ^engaged in a manner not quiio 
befitting his rank and station. ^ « 

For these reasons it has son)gtimesoccurred.to us that it might perhaps be 
worth while on the part of those in authority to ^quire, whether the busi- 
ness of the office in Berkeley Street mighttOpt bo conducted in a more 
efficient manner if the services of a Stgf-muii^on t^ere substituted for those 
of a Principal-lnspector-Generaljthere. niO];e d^ree pf subordina- 
tion would thus^b^ obtained aioffngst fhp members of the Board, to each of 
whom distinct and peculiar duties xd^t bo allottodB whilst the whole re- 
sponsibility of regulating, aim coaductuig thq bUMuess of the office would be 
thrown as it ought to^be oo the jfead yrthq Depai|bment« Nor should it be 
forgotten in these timos.of economy ajtid ridreochjnent that a ^nsiderabie 
pecuniary saving might thqs oe^effecipd fob the public, an object alwa3rs de- 
sirable when as in tiie present instance he attained without injury to 

the service. Thus the highest pay aJBtaf&Surgeon can claim will not with 
his allowances amount to more than about SOOl per aniAim, whilst a Prin- 
cipal-Inspector-Genoral receives by special anointment an annual salary of 
1200/. And if at some future period an ofimr with the rapk and pay of 
Inspector-General be placed at the head of the, Medical Department of the 
Army, a still greater saving may thus be effected for the public, without im- 
pairing in any degree the efficiency of^e respectability of the office.t 

Sc 

* Superintendence and Pa/rona^e— Between these two dasses of duties no 
necessary connexion exists, except in the very highest department o( the service. 
Any sudi oennezion thereibre in any other quarter must be defended if questioned 
on the grounds of^ expediency alone. Now we much doubt whether in the Medical 
Department hudi a defence could be successfully maintained under ma ting cir- 
cumstances. 

t The present Board (Medical Officers) costs the country about 3800/. per Ann. 
thusy— Director-Oeneral, salary, £2000. 

Principal- Inspector, do. 1200. s 

> Assistant-Inspector, pay, Ac. say, 600. 

A Board constituted as here proposed would not cost at the utmost more than 
£2100 per Ann. thus,— 

Inspector-General^ pay, &c. say, £1200. 

Assistant-Inspector, do. 600. 

Staff-Surgeon, ' do. 500. 



MfiDlCAL STAFF OF THB ARMY AT HOME* 229 


Before quitting this topic we cannot help adverting to another medi- 
cal appointment, which though not strictly within our present limits is 
yet too closely connected with the object we have in view to escape notice 
altogether; we mean that of Director-General of the Ordnance Medical 
Department. It cannot however he necessary for us to enter into any 
details upon this subject here, it having been already announced in the most 


funeral Medical-Staff of the Army, oh the Jirot convenient opportunity^ 
Opportunities of this kind however sddom come unsought for, and are never 
long absent when anxiously desired, 

Aecistant-Inspector^ 1«— This office is called Rrofessional-As^tant to the 
Board, of which he thus in a manner constitutes a part ; of liis duties it is 


belong to the army in ^neral, rather than to the ii^icular district in 
which they are placed. As London is a great Recruiting station, the seat 
of a General Hospital, f and the resoirt of sick officers and soldiers from 
all parts of the world, it maV be eadly imagined that the ^rvices of these 
two officers cannot well be dispei]|8ed with. Wo afe indeed strongly inclined 
to believe the number ought rather tol>e augmented, and that a second As- 
sistant-Surgeon might with great propriety and advantage be added to the 
Staff of London. 


JParoeyor.— There is no officer of this rank now employed in Great Bri- 
tain, nor indeed on any station either at home or abroad. Nor is there in 
London even a Deputy-Purveyor^ although we have here a small General 
Hospital already referred to, and although an officer of that rank is supposed 
to be necesmry at Chatham, and at Dublin, and at Cork. The truth is. 
Purveyors and Deputy-Purvej^ors Ore not M^cal Officers, and never ^ould 
have been so classra : but are to aB intents and purposes Commissaries, as 
every one acquainted with their respective duties must bo perfectly aware.J 
With Uie Commissaries therefore th^ should bo incorporated, and an officer 
from that Departnlent of suitabld ranlc might then be attached to each Gene- 
ral Hospital or medical station where such aid w^ deemed necess<*iry. 

Apothecary, l.§— This officer belong, properly speaking, to the Medical 
Board, and should be so considered aim enumerated, his duty being to retain 
in charge and issuS under orders from the Director-Gcner^, the medicines 
and medical stores collected in London for the use of the army iit large. 

As the rank' and title oi^Xpothecm*y was abolished in the army by the 
Warrant of the 29ih of July last, it is time we should think to discard the 
term altogether, and introduce that,]^ which those officers are hereafter to 
be distinguished. Let them tlien a#^'ce be assimilated and identified with 
the Surgeons or Assistant-Surgeoffs of the arfhy according to their claims 
and services, fur to one or other of these two classes must the duties hitherto 
discharged by the Apothecary be ultimately transferred. 


♦ Vide Speech of Sir H. Hardinge, then Secretary-at-War, in debate on Ord- 
nance Estimates, Feb. 1829. The whole of the Ordnance Medical -Staff on full- 
pay at present amount only to thirty-eight, and of tlxese, if incorporated, some pro- 
bably might be spared. 

t The York Hospital at Chelsea. 

t The Purveyor has charge of and is responsible for the care, management and 
issue of all provisions and stores, medidiies excepted, belonging to the Hospital ; 
and for the due supply of the same by contract, purchase, 'or requi8ition.^In- 
stmctioiiB for Oeneial Hospitals, p. 79.— Horse-Guards, June 1824. 

§ Apoihecary.^Thii being the title of a class and still continued in the Ai-my 
Lists, we have been obliged to admit it into 4he Table, though it must now be 
considered as obsolete, and deservedly so. 
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ClfATUAM. 

Assistant-Jnspecfior, 1. — Cliathfim may with p^roat propriety he considered 
as the Head-Qiiai'ters of the Medical-Staff of England, the nuinher of offi- 
cers there hein^ always jrreater tlian at any other station, and the ostahlivh- 
inent itself more complete and more extensive than any other of the kind in 
these kingdoms.* Under these circumstances one would expect to find at 
the head of this establishment an officer of higher rank than an Assistant- 
lns])Cctor. And no doubt such wonld Iftive been the case if the appoint- 
ment and distribution of Medical Staff-Officers were rei^ulatcd in our service 
by any fixed or {general principles. For Dublin and Cork has each at this 
moment a Deputy- Jnspector-(reiieral, to execute or to su]>eririteTid the ex- 
ecution of duties much lesS> onerous and much less important, tfian those 
confided at Chatham to an Assistant-Inspector. But sonictiines, as it would 
appear, men are selected for stations, wdiiist at others stations if/e selected 
for men. • 

SiaJT Sinyeons, 2. — One of these officers has generally charj^o of the 
Lunatic Asylum, the other of the surgical cases in the General Hospital. 
Two are necessary and perhaps sufficient for the duties of the place, hut tlic 
number oii^ht not to be too strictly limited, as one or two supenniiucraries 
of this rank rnifrht occasionally be employed at Chatham w ith miudi ailvan- 
ta^e to themselves and to the service. 

Assistant Sarffeons, 10. — One half at le;ist of these gentlemen may be 
considered as supernumeraries, |- that is, persons whose presence is not abso- 
lutely necessary hero for the pur|H>ses of duty, but who are retained at the 
place either as a reserve to meet contingencies or for the purposes of instruc- 
tions, &c. It would indeed he very desirable that every Medical Officer on his 
first appointment to the service should bo permitted or rather obliged to pass 
a few months at Chatham, for the purpose of receiving instruction and 
acquiring information with respect to those duties of which, as peculiar to 
the army, no knowledge can be obtained in the schools and colleges of civil 
life. We may even add that this object is one of the most important 
which an establishment like that at Chatham might be rendered subservient 
tn, and that too without interfering in any maimer with the treatment of 
the sick, or throwing upon the public any additional ex|>cuse whatsoever. 
Nor should this routine of duty be confined, to officers on their first appoint- 
ment, for all Medical Officers should at one time or other he permitted to 
make themselves acquainted, as favourable opportunities offer, with the 
mode of conducting the business of a General llospital, which differs in so 
many respects from that which necessity compels us to observe in Uegiment 
Establishments. 

Apolheatrt/— Dcptttt/ Purveyor . — We have nothing to add to the observa- 
tions already jiiadc with respect to officers under tlie head of J.iOiidon. 

BRISTOL, COVEXTttV, KDllTlIUROn, f^Li.SGOW, LREUS, ANIJ LIVERPOOL. 

These are all Recruiting depots, to each of which under the present system 
a Staff Surgeon is necessarily attached, for the purposes of inspection and 
attendance on tlie recruits and parties, &c.|. 

Of these stati/)n.s it is not now necessar>* to say any thing particular with 
the excepticfii of Liverpool, of w'hich we may mention that the duties of the 

* 111 fact the Hospital at Chatham may be considered as the only s{>ecinien of ^ 
General Hospital in these kingdoms, and as such shoqld be supported, w.tc it 
only for the purposes alluded to in the text. t 

^ SoTKiii' officers of this rank must always be retained on full-pay as supernu- 
meraries, were it only to take charge of transports proceeding witli troops to foreign 
stations. But the number should be limited, and the duty at Chatham be taken in 
rotation through the whole class. 

There are four other Recruiting Depots in these kingdoms besides those above 
mentioned, with each a Staff-Surgtoii attached, viz. lioiidoii, Diiblir.- Cork and 
Newry. 
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Surgeon there are much more heavy than at any of the others ; so much so 
indeed ;ia to render in our opinion the presence of an Assistant Surf^eoii very 
dcsirahle. For Liverpool, be it remembered, is not only a Recruitiri;^ depot 
for the King's s/riny and for the East India Company's service also, Cut it is 
moreover the great place of transit for recruits and deserters and troops of 
all kinds to and from Ireland ; so that it is never perliaps without some sick 
soldiers, and tliesc often of the worst and most intractable description. 

ai^tinsfoxE. 

This is the Caviilry DepAt, on the staff of which a Veterinary Surgeon is 
also borne in addition to the Assistant Surgeon noticed in the Table. 

VOATSMOUTlt. * • 

Whonovor troops aiv about to embark on brtarj^of transports or other 
vessels in •any poet of the Unijecl. Kingdom, the (leneral or other officer 
cominandiiig at sucli port is directed to cause the senior officer of the Me* 
dical Staff at or near trie station, to repair on hoard each vessel, and make 
a most iniriufe and particular inspection of the same, and re||)ort thereon 
to him previously to the embarkation <if the trgopsf. And siniihir visits, 
inspections, and reports arc directed to be made whenever troops arrive in 
any port of these kingdoms for the purpose of disembarkation. 

(General Itpgulations^ &c. l pp. 3()f) 

The preceding paragraph explains sufficiently the nature of the duties 
which tlic Staff Surgeon stationed at this place has to perform. After per- 
using it the professional reader, military or medical, will probably feel 
inclined to ask, by whom are those duties nerforined at Plymouth, where 
troo})s so frequently embark and disemhark, but where, ns may be seen 
by the Table, no Staff Medical Officer of any kind is at present stationed ? 
To make amends for this, however, more than a double ])oi'tion, both as to 
rank and numbers, is assigned to Cork, another station of the same kind.* 

SANDIIUBST — llOYAL JIILITARY COLLEGE. 

The establishment at this station consists of a Surgeon and Assistant-Sur- 
geon ; and less w'e presume would not he sufficient for the duties of the 
place, as an attempt made in 1829 to do away with the latter ap])uintnient, 
was abandoned as being, no doubt, found inexpedient. 

As the Royal Military College is thus supplied with Medical officers from 
the regular Staff tif the Army, we should like to know why the other Mili- 
tary Estahlishinents of the empire are not placed upon the same footing with 
respect to medical aid. W©: allude here to Chelsea Hospital, to the Mili- 
tary Asylums at Chelsea anj at Southampton, and to tlie MiJitiiry School in 
Dublin; tlie medical officers of which all seem to hold their respective 
appointments rather as civilians tlifta as military inenf — tli«t is, these ap- 
pointments seem to be consideredpb^ all purligs as permanent ones, and the 
services of the individuals holding them do not seem to be available for any 
other duties.:}; « 

• have not thought it necessary to include in the Table the sinecure ap- 
pointments of rhysician and Surgeon to the Garrison of Portsmouth « the former 
of w'hich,’ w'ith a salary of Us. Ud. per day. Las been held for the last twenty years, 
(since June IHHO by the present Director-General, &)ir James M^Grigor. 

ir These officers are, at Chelsea Hospital, a Physician, Surgeon, and Assistant- 
Surgeon; at iJie Military Asylum, Chelsea, a Surgeon and Assistant- Surgeon ; at 
the Military Asylum, Southampton, lui Assistant-Surgeon; and at ^ Military 
School, Dublin, a Surgeon. 

X The Medical Officers of our domestic Military Establishments should either 
be permanently attached to those institutions, in which case they can have no claim 
to increase of pay or to proiuolion in the army ; or they should be drawn in rota- 
tion from the unattuched Stall’ of the army, wul appointed to those ioNtllution^ tor 
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Now if these things be so^ the sooner they are corrected the better, for 
such anomalous distinctions are not only unjust in themselves but decidedly 
injurious to the public service-^and the same may be said with truth of 
other mescal appointments both at home and abroad, which though held 
by men under commissions purely military, are yet held by them for a long 
succession of yearsi to the exclusion of others equally entitled to share in 
their advantages. 

IRELAKD — ^D\TBLIN. 

Impectors^Gemrah or Officers of ihe highest rankf^ 3. 

Deputy^lnspeetor^Generali 1.— Ireland has been emphatically called the 
land of jobs, and the Military Medical department, as w'e shall presently 
bee, furnishcj^ no exception, to the general rule. For what but a system 
of jobbing could maintain in Dublin at this moment a medical establish* 
ment consisting of a '^Director-General, a Physician-General, a. Surgeon- 
General, and a Deputy-Inspector-General; and all these appointments 
moreover (the first always exceptedf) held by men whose time is and 
always has been devoted to private practice, and who have in reality no 
military duties of any kind to perform. It is true there is a General Hos- 
pital in Dublin whidi these dignitaries occasionally condescend to visit ;l 
and now and then perhaps one or oiher is called upon to go through the 
ceremony of ]iresiding at a Medical Board on some sick officer or sol- 
dier; or invited to meet some Regimental Surgeon of the Garrison in 
consultation on some doubtful or dangerous case of disease — but beyond this 
we assert these gentlemen have nothing to do with the Army, and if they 
liad, their time is too much occupied with other matters to admit of their 
attending to it. Let the whole then be swept away, and let the Medical 
officers of the Army be no longer insulted by seeing men without claims and 
without duties exalted over their heads, and endowed with the possession 
of rank and emoluments, for which those who have grown old in the ser- 
vice might vainly aspire .§ 

Nor must the hand of reform be checked until all traces of a distinct and 
independent establishment are entirely done away with ; and an efficient, 
uniform, and responsible system of medical government introduced, instead 
of the anomsilous and unsatisfactory system which now prevails, instead 
of a provincial Dlrector-Getieral then with undefined and in some respects 
unlimited authority. Jet us have an Inspector-General, or even a Deputy- 
Inspector-General, drawn from the ranks of tlie Army, and in all respects 
subordinate to the head of the Department in London And instead of 
the Physician-Genera], the Surgeon-General, and the Depiity-Inspector- 
Generaf, who have hitherto done so little for the public and for whom the 
public has already done so much, let us have one or two Staff Surgeons, to 
take charge of the Royal Hospital am^attend upon the unattached Staff of 
the Garrison Wtio may require their 

Staff^Surgeon, 1. — ^I'his officer is attached to the Recruiting Depot at this 
station, for the purposes already noticed under the head of Bristol. 


limited periods, as officers now are, or ought to be, to other stationt. Bet%reen 
these two there is *110 middle course, for no man l^^nging to one class can have 
any just claincto participate in advantages peculiar to the oUier. 

* Via. Director-General, Physician-IIcneral, and Surgeon-Genend,— Ktde In- 
troductory Remarks, and Observations under the head of London. 

t Viz. the Director-General Doctor Renny ; who has long been at the heail 
of the Medical Department of Ireland, and whose zeal, ability and^ integrity as a 
public officii have never been impeached or suspected. 

$ Genera Hospital, viz, the Royal Military Hospital in the Pheenix-Park. 
g The Physician-General and Surgeon-General hold their offices by patents, the 
first of which was issued so early as lOCK), and the last so late as 1820 ! ! I The pay 
of each, originally ten shillings per day, is now about twenty ; that is, about what a 
regimental Surgeon receives after twenty years of actual service. 
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Aainstant^Surgeonf Deputy Purveyw^ and Apothecary y 1. — These gentle* 
men are all employed at the Royal Hospital, where they no doubt enjoy very 
comfortable berths. It is time however the advantages they enjoy should 
be extended to others, and that they in turn should be permitted to see a 
little of the world elsewhere. 




to add to the observations already made on these points under the head of 
Loudon. , 

coni. 

Deputy»IiMpector~General.^-^We haVe here another Medical officer, in- 
ve^d with high rank, in the receipt of full-pay, and at the same time 
quietly and permanently settled in private lire as a resident inhabitant. 
Surely sudi examples as these should be sufficient to attract the attention 
of those in Authority, aidl bring forth a peremptory tllrder, for nothing else 
will do, that no medical appointment on the Staff shall be held by any one 
individual longer than for a given period, and that all officers on fuU-pay 
shall pass in rotation from one station to another, and each in turn be 
employed abroad as well as at Aome. » 

With respect to the medical duties to be discharged at Cork, we may con- 
fidently say there are none which require the presence of a Deputy-lnspec- 
tor-General— a Staff-Surgeon being employed at Portsmouth lor the vej^ 
same purpose, namely the inspection of Troops and Transports on their 
arrival and departure, &c. It is true there is a subordinate Staff at Cork 
which Portsmouth has not, and an officer of superior rank, it may be alleged, 
is required there in consequence. But we doubt much the necessity of 
maintaining aiw such establisdiment as that here alluded to, and deny alto- 
gether that a iSeputy-lnspector should l>e at the head of it, under existing 
circumstances, if it be maintained. — Vide Chatham and Portsmouth. 

fStqff^Surycon.-~-^Thls officer is attached to the ilecniiting Depot at this 
station, for the purposes already noticed under the head of Bristol. 

AxsistanUSurgeomy 4; Deputy^ Purveyor, 1; Apothecary, 1.— We have 
already expressed our doubts as to the necessity of retaining all these gentle- 
men at Cork, there being no General Hospital there, nor any duties that we 
are aware of for tliem to discharge, except perhaps when troops are about 
to embark or sail thence for some foreign station. If tills be true, Dublin 
perha])s would be a better place for the residence of any supernumerary 
Assistant Surgeons it may be deemed necessary to retain in Ireland, as their 
leisure hours might there be more usefully employed, and their services 
rendered more available for general purposes, with respect to tlie Pur- 
veyor and Apothecary we must refer to what has been already said on these 
points under the head of LorMon ; but may add that fieo such officers cannot 
well under any existing circumstances, be deemed necessary at this station. 

veWry. • 

This is our last station, a Recruiting Depot with its Surgeon, and as usual 
in Ireland with the same Surgeon for a long period of time — Is not this too 
bad? 

We must here bring to a^conclusion for the present^ the observations we 
have to offer on our Medical^Establishments. The subject how&ver is by no 
means exhausted, nor have we any intention of abandoning it in its present 
state. On the contrary much stui remains to be investigate and made 
known with r^pect to the Home Department, whilst the Foreign is as yet 
altogether untouched. To this Isist then we shall next direct Ui^reader^s 
attention, as the present communication would be in a manner imperfect if 
not accompanied, or followed, by a similar view of our foreign Medical 
Establi^ments. * 

London, May 1831. M. M. 
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IIKVIEWS AND CRITICAL NOTICES. 

os A XKW ^ItMAMENT FOR SUIFS OP WAR— AND RAZEEINU 

'I'liK science of Naval architecture is a study of paramount importance 
to the Uritish nation ; nor is the most suitable and effective equipment of 
our slii))s a (luestiun less important than their perfect construction. Upon 
these grounds, and especially at thet present niunient, the opinions of scien- 
tific nio;i, deduced from experiment ami applicable to practice^ are entitled 
to impai*tial consideration. 

Two Pumuhlets^ on the structure and armament of our ships of war, have 
been recently put forward ‘by Mr. S. Read, of Chatham Dock-yard, avow- 
edly with the double view of sufr^estirif^ a more efficient artillery for fripitcs 
and sliips of the line, Vihd of showin^y cause against'' the system Af rasnjini) ; 
the author proposing to obviate the lattef liy a modification of the former. 
This he would effect by diminishing the number of the guns, and increasing 
their range and weight of metal. 

1 11 the course of the American war, the lamentable effects of arming our 
ships with carrunades aiid guns of small calibre were ajiparent ; tlie enemy, 
by the superiority of their sailing, cliose their own distance, and kept out of 
reach of our .T2-pounder carrunades until they had completely disahled our 
ships with their long ^i-pounders, and then taking a position on the (quar- 
ter, had an easy conquest ; what must have been the mortificatioii of our 
brave, but unfortunate seamen, to find tliey bad been reduced to a perfect 
wreck, 'Scarcely refurning a shot, while their enemy rerniiitied in every 
respect uninjured? Sir James Yeo, in his letter to the Secretary of the Ad- 
miralty, dated 12th Sept. 1813, when on Lake Ontario, states that, 

The enemy's fleet, consisting of eleven sail, having a partial wind, suiTcedcd 
in getting within range of their long 24 a?id 32-pounfferi, and haring obtained the 
wind of us, 1 found it impossible to bring them to close action. IPc remained in this 
mortifying situation Jive hours, having only sLv guns in the fleet that tcould reach the 
enemy. Not a varronade teasflred. At sunset, a breeze sprung up from the west- 
w'ard, when I maiirciivred to oblige the enemy to meet ns on equal terms. This, 
however, he carefully avoided#*’ 

In this gallant officer’s dispatch of the 15th of Noveniher following, he 
also mentions in strong terms the deficicucy of long gui^ in the Lake Erie 
squadron.'’ 

Tupinier, in his memoir on the French Navy, frequently referred to by 
the Author, affords a clue to the rage for razeeing ; but his view's w’ould ap- 
pear to have been misinterpreted by onr Nat^bl Administration ; far from 
advocating the system, be pointedly condemns it ; and after having obtained 
the “ Guerrierc*^ a bane f«ir a constriction de novo, ))roeceds in tlie follow- 
ing terms: Renouncing heViceforw'ard the construction of 7i-gun ships of 
the line, the best use to make of those w’hicb wo possess already, whether 
afloat or on the stocks, w ill be to arm such as are in good eondition, &c. 
and then details a iiew' armament for them, reooipinendiiig to bonvert into 
36-pounder frigates, like the Guerriere, such ^j^iand in need oj' a thorough 
repair;** w^l knowing tliat the 7i-gun ships, wttli their present armament, 
would be overmatched by the 84 and 92-gun ships of the present day, and 
that it would he advisable to let them be worn out in the service ; and not 


* jMeraoir on a New Armament for the 42 and 46-gim Frigates. By S. Read, 
one of the Foremen of Chatham Dock>yard, and formerly of the School of Naval 
Architecture. « 

^baervations illustrative of a Memoir on a New Armament for the 42 and 46- 
guii Frigates ; also some Remarks on furnishing these, and other Ships, with a 
proportion of Bonih Cuimon, in the riuipe of OS-poundcr Curroiiades. By S Read. 
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after the French Rystem, to repair them as frigates. For 'Tupinier evidently 
acknowledges such a make-sliift to he imich inferior to frigates expressly 
constructed. 1 n comparing I'rerich seventy-fours with English of the same 
dimensions, we should not lose siglit of the inestimable advantage the former 
pos.scss in liaving their hulls* .‘ISO tons lighter. 

Our Author, after detailing a new armament for our seventy-fours, goes 
on to say, 

'*• But although according to the sc;Se of'huiMiug iu)w adopted by our rivals, it 
wruld Irtj the height of uhsiinlity to pt.i'pHu(tle them an a numerous class of ships; 
;ct, they may be still worn out as efftclire ships of the line. The ships of the 
British Navy should be reniodelled, but not after the designs of toreiguers ; they 
should, on the contrary, take tlie lead in coiistriictio/i and eipiipinent hy a bold and 
scientific inwle of proceeding founded on facts : never building more than one ship 
from a iicwileKigii, before Tt Ir..^ been ascermined how' far*flie qualities of that ship 
have been found to answer the writifn intimates and ex]jeclatioiis of its constinictor, 
who should likewise he require<l to state his reasons fur the same." 

The Autlior here informs us in a note, that he is prepared t(» put into the 
field of liberal and open competition a construction draft for a corvette, car- 
rying long ;32-pouiiders. 

“ The most exact accotint of such an experiment should he registered ; for if m'C 
do not know ujxin what grounds our/uiurc proctxdings ought to he founded, how 
can wc expect to regulate l/teir effects any more than the elTects of our previous 
actions ? Without da/a. Naval Construction, as well as every other dej)artmeiu of 
science, notwithstanding general principles may be known, must lie attendjpd in its 
operations with an iiiicertiiinty us to the results of our proceedings highly to be 
depree^ited. It is not in tliis way that a stcmlyy or indeed, any progress <»ui ever 
he rciisonably expected to take plarx;. It is not in this way that the illustrious 
Newton and his followers have gradually unfolded the mechanical laws of the uni- 
verse. They have not achieved this splendid victory of mathematical science by the 
indulgence of baseless imaginations, but by the severe and patient study of 
and by a constant reference to the uiutions and magnitudes of the heavenly bodies. 
Jii like manner, the true knowledge of the properties of diips can <«ily he acquired 
by j)aticntly collecting /rtt7s ; bringing these facts under the dominion of inathe- 
niatical analysis ; and constantly referring the deductions made therefrom to the 
actual jicrfonuaiicc of these vu.st niuchiues at sea.” 

Whilst we see^ur great rivals, the French, concentrating the efforts of 
their naval ongiiieers for the imj>roveinent of their marine, (jimong whom 
may he mentioned Barons Lainc, Dnpin, Holland, Feslel, Forfait, 'J'upinier, 
iS:c.’) we have left ours to tho s(»le direction of one man. M'ith the data, 
however, fiirnisliecl by 'rupinier, there is less cliance of failure, unless he get 
entangled in some fanciful theory, such as ami duek-Ukc forms for 

the bottoms of ships, fancies so fuHv rxposed bv KiiowIes.t 

Our author goes on at sunn? length to c^nifiife an objection that has been 
raised against his measure, that by the mixture of metal of the same calibre, 
hut of different denominations, a mistJike might arise in the cartridges; that 
one intende*! fov a gun mi^t be put into a carrunade and vice-versa ; but 
supposing such might he the carronade has been* repeal ediy tried 

with a much larger quantity of powder, and is well able to heaf the chargo. 
A mixture of carronailes atuT long guns has constantly existed in our sej[^viee. 

The comparative calculations on his proposed armament are shown in the 
following table. • 


• Brand’s Quarttu-ly Journal of Science, No. 12, last series, 
t See that (lentleiiiaiTs Jiccturcs on Naval Architect uve, delivered at the Royal 
Institution, i^Iay l«2«, and published in 3Iorgan aiid Creuse’s Naval Papers. * 



REVIEWS AND- CRITICAL NOTICES. 



Hill 
li Ilf 
Ir'll'l 

•i ■ "’I’S 

•SI • 's|| 




•ia I' 

*1 1 


lilt 




Present Annat. 
Proposed Do. 
























RBVIBWS AND CRITICAL NOTICBS. 237 

The Memoir proceeds— 

“As the expense of the author's prindple must be very inconsiderable^ 
compared with that of cutting down a frigate to a correttS, there can be no pos- 
sible objection to prove, by an experiment, the truth of a proposition which, upon 
every rational view, will give one hundred 32-*pounder frigates to the British navy, 
perfectly imoonquefable by any 32-pounder corvette, at distant fighting; and pos- 
sessing, in dose action, half as mu<& force again in ordnance ; besides hatAng m all 
circumetanoes the inestimable advantage qfme tnain-deck guns, amcngst whieh are 
eight or nine long 32^pounders qf a Ade, being secure from falling masts and gardsy 
&c. These frigates* hulls cannot have cost the nation less than two and ahalfmiU 
hons of money, or about 25,000/, apiece ; and therefore, supposing that the ex- 
pense of cutting down be only 500/., we have to add /his to the original cost ; hence 
every corvette obtained in this way will have cost the nation 25,500/., wUlst one 
of the samoiforce might bo built from an original constrabtion for about 10,000/., 
taking the quantity of materials that would be reipiired as a standard of compa- 
rison. Thus an expensive corvette has been obtained (putting aside dl considera- 
tion as to its sailing qualities), and a frigate lost to the navy, although capable of 
bearing from twerUy-two to twenty-four long 32- pounder guns, and also from ten to 
twelve carronades of the same calibre.’* * * 

Thus, it would appear, we have obtained a corvette at a waste q/’6500/. every 
way inferior to an original construction. We have already diminished our 
line-of-battle by ten ships of seventy-four guns, and replaced them with ten 
frigates, incapable of outsailing those of the enemy ; and arc we as rapidly, 
and with the same result, to diminish our frigates, by coiiverting them into 
corvettes? 

Force is neutralised without velocity, as humiliating experience proved in 
the case of the Majestic, razeed 74, in the chase and capture of the Ame- 
rican frigate President in 1815. 

No fairer field of trial can be imagined** — says our author, “ four British 
ships in chase of an enemy, whose sailing was such as to render the utmost exer- 
tion necessary in each pursuing vessel, the American ship having the start by about 
five miles. The Majestic was at the outset the nearest ship, but was soon dis- 
tanced, and was obliged to give up the pursuit to the Bndymion, ufao simile of the 
French Pomone 24-pounder frigate. The American frigate, although out of trim 
at the time, and overloaded with stores, uras brought to action by the Endymion 
with difficulty, and would most probably have ultimately escaped, had not tlie two 
other /rt^afes of theJSritish squadron come into action at the critical moment. As 
for tlie razee, not one shot from her ever reached the President, or had tlie remotest 
chance of doing so, throughout the whole affair, whidi lasted from 5 a.m. to mid- 
night.* Lastly, the velocity of the razeed Barham, is but very trivial in excess 
over the same ship in its original state as a seventy-four; and oompved with the 
Blenheim, a seventy-four built from the same draft, about equal in point of sailing. 
Now, if the 32-pounder frigate, obtained by razeeing, cannot outsail the 24 or 
32-pounder frigates of original desigi4--and in the chase of the American Pre- 
sident, wc have ample proof that it cannot, — to what purpose have we diminislied 
the line-of-battle by a ship of seventy-four guns, and gone to the additional ex- 
pense of oonv^ting it ?*’ 

To what^ purpose have obtained an expensive ship, of less 

farce, and not superior in v^^ty. • 

Admiral Duperrd after his sojourn in the Chesapeake in 1819, sajrs, — 

“ The Americans calculate by the adoption of their system of building, on com- 
pelling the European navies to do away with their present ships of the line (at least 
those of seventysfour and eighty-four gims), and to construct new ones. In this 
case they will have the advanta^ of priority.*' 

Similar reflections are also found in Dupin's work on Great Britain. 

The French and other nations will not believe that we are perpetuating 


See James* Navri History and Naval Occurrences. 
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the class of 46-guii frigates in our n&vy, wliilst our enemies are building 
none hut 60-gun frigates ; they tell us^ vre only call them so in our Navy 
List, as a blind: verily they give us credit for more sagacity than we 
deserve. 

That the French will consiruct corvettes carrying Much a high calibre as their 
30-poiiinIpr, is clear from AI. Tupinier's opinions. He does not^ in the remotest 
way, hint at such a step as cutting the French 18-poiinder frigates even into 
24'pounder corvettes, although they ii:*e ahnparatively few; but endoiivoiirs to 
save them to the French marine, by giving then) a more powerful arinariient. The 
46 gim frigates of the Dritish navy are built after the lines of these French vessels. 
Those known as the ' JfeH class* are Gonstnictcd by IWoii li'Ain^. Those built 
after the ‘ Pi'esidente^' such ds the Seringapatam, Africaine, Ac. are due either to 
M, Holland, or M. Hestel, two other eminent Fri*nch constructors. Tiipiiiier pro- 
nounces them all to beNAsry fine ships, and well adapted to fill up thc^interviil be- 
tween his 36'-pounder frigate of 164 feet lcMg^>aiid the 2-i* pounder corvettes of the 
French navy,” 

This being the case, what vessels shall we have in our service .able to com- 
pete with them? our vuzied corvettes being inferior in velocity, will nut 
oe able to overtake them, and if indeed they should, unless t)ie guns be 
mounted on Marshall's carriages they will only be able to carry 24-|>uiindei*s, 
consequently will be not of sufficient force. Would it not, therefore, be ad- 
visable to construct 62-pounder frigates carrying sixty guns, and 62-pounder 
corvettes carrying twenty-eight or thirty guns? these with the increased 
armament fur the 42 and 46-guii frigates might he suilicient to regain our 
former superiority. 

Our author plausibly exhibits the superiority of his armament by 
estimating the quantity of sliot thrown at a broadside both in clone and 
distant actfon; he increases the force of single-shotted guns in dustant action^ 
the 42-gun fi;igate 130 pounds, and the 46 by ll>7 pounds; aifd in clone, ac* 
tioHy with double-shotted guns and single-shotted carronudes, the former 
172 and the latter 260 pounds; these being all 32-pounders, the devastating 
effect of the shot is muck greater. 

The diainotiT of the 62-pounder shot is 6-105 iiicheM, whilst that of the 16- 
pounder shot is 5*04 ; hence the size of the hole made hy the former will be to that 
made by the latter as 67*27 : 25*4, or nearly half as large ag*ain. It will only be 
necessary to indicate this circumstance to prove the devastating effects of the broad- 
side of the new armament, to which the present could offer ^o adequate return ; 
for example, in the 46-guii frigate only fourteen eigiiteeii-pouiid shot could be 
opposed to twelve of thirty-two pounds, and one of twenty-four pounds, in distant 
action : and it is also well known how soon a ship's masts are cut down by large 
shot. In close engagement, this disparity would \As still more fearfully increased ; 
for whilst the old armament could only bring eight thirty-two pound shot into lier 
broadside, the new would discharge no les^ than thirtg shot of the same nature.*' 

The destructive effect of^ one large ^shot compared with a number of 
smaller ones is amply proved by the experiments of Robins and Hutton ; 
those of the latter are particularly valuable, having had the wliole resources 
of theOrdnance^departnient at his command, q^been aided by several of our 
ablest artillery officers. After having establilnfel the fact that the velocitg of 
the ball is totally independevt of the weight of the gun, and that the range and • 
initial v^ocity depend solely on the length (the 'charge of powder and weight 
of shot being ernial in each case) ; how in the name of common sense could 
the Board of Ordnance, from the mere whim of a late Surveyor-general, 
having these facts before tlieir eyes, and after having cx(lloded the 42- 
pounder guns from the service, as being too heavy and cumbersome; how, 
w'e ask, could they have expended a large sum for the purpose of casting 
S2-pounder guns of the same weight as the late 42-puundcrs, viz. 65 cwt. ? 
Possessing, moreover, no greater range and velocity than the nine and a 
half feet 32-pounder of 56 cwt;* Wo have heard, but cannot vouch for the 
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iactj that after havin;^ expended sokine thoiisandiS, the Board have as sud- 
denly relinquished their determination as they had hastily adopted it. 

The Author, having supported by practiml data his propositions for 
arming the 4<2 and 4<i-gun frigates, uith hmg 32-pounderfl and 32-poii odor 
carronades, proceeds to reform the armaments of our 74 and Rt-gun ships, 
on the same principles; but lie has not stopped here, and at a moment 
when it appears to be resolved to in^troduce bomb cannon into Naval war- 
fare, by means of steam-vessels, sind vbereby place in jeopardy even the 
largest ships of the line, by the employment of such novel means of destruc- 
tion, he proceeds to show that a simple modificatiori of his principles, 
will invest all our frigates and ships with a formidable nuinher of bomb can-* 
non, ill the shape of (IR-poimder carronades, which arc capable oi projecting 
8-inch shells. This description of ordnance has been well proved in actum 
service, whdlher projecting solid 68-pounder-shot, or 8-inch shells. We are 
of opinion that any increase of size above the calibre of eight inches, 
however desirable and practicable on land will, at sea, be found to be an 
evil. In this view tiie Author, it would appear, remarks that the 8-inch ' 
shell ** is not beyond the ready management of one iuh'Vi." A very intelli- 
gent and seientilic oiheer of the Marine Artillery, Lieut. Stevens, has also 
pointed out the necessity of restricting these bomb cannon to the calibre of 
eight inches. Lieut. Stevens, in his “ Remarks on arming Steam and Gun 
Boats," very judiciously says, “that to use a or lO-inch gun eflectively 
with shot, or to insure the bursting of its projectile as a shell, it must be 
made to strike the object without previously grazing; to eifect this, such 
ordnance must be elevated from ten to twelve degrees," and coiisecpiently 
“ the practice against a ship would be very uncertain." 

Now, although the 68-poundei* carronade ranges well, yet it cannot pre- 
tend to such long horiz(»ntal ranges as an 8-ineb bomb-cannon ; still as it 
U protected at the longest ranges with such a powerful calibre ad the 32- 
pounder, the armament which Mr. Read has proposed for ships appears, to 
possess advantages deserving attention. By his plan each broadside, even 
of the 4‘2-gun frigate, will have four carronades of 8-iiich bore, and eleven 
long 3^2-poundcr guns. 

We must, however, refer our readers, to the ‘‘ Memoir" and “ Observa- 
tions" for a variety of facts and considerations, which our limits do not permit 
us to notice. 

We close tins art^le in the emphatic language of the Author. 

Let it be remembered, thac cite importance of the Britisli Navy, is infinite in 
comparison with the Navies of otiier Powers ; without its Naval preponderance, 
this vast empire becomes iminedi^^tuly coiitr.’^cted to an isolated spot on the surface 
of the globe ; and sinks, not only into geographicai iiisigniiicnnce, but, what is still 
worse, into politicsd nothingness. If that gigaiitir arm which embraces both hemi- 
spheres, and by which alotic the power jpfi Napoleon ..was foiled, is once paralysed, 
through a mode of proceeding foundetl on mistaken views, who will pretend to say, 
that it can ever, in the present state of the inaritime wr>rlii, be restored to its neces- 
sary vigour ? Let us beware then, and not be less ready than the French and 
other nations ftre to cherish geugine science, and follow its sound dictates ; and, 
above all, let us inquire serioud^ whether it be probable that there can be a royal 
road to the science of Naval Cunstniction, so that those who travel it idky, without 
study or labour, acquire that kmiwledge, whose attaiunient, to use the words of 
Chapman, the celebrated Swedish Naval Architect, ^ seems almost to exceed. the 
powers of liuinuii understanding.' " • 
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Stakbabd Novels.— We gave a 
passing notiee in onr lassNumber of the 
ffe4ippearaiice of Tfi(E Pilot, as the 
piecursor of a oomi^ete series 'of the 
most esteemed Novels In the English 
language ; and also Intimated fhat this 
first-born of a very extensive progeny 
was immediate to be followed by Go^- 
win*s Caleb Williams, who has since 
made his welcome snirfo. The third 
number, containing the whole of Cooper's 
Spy, has also appeared, apd will be 
fidlowed b/ Miss Porter's celebrated 
Novel, Tbaddsus or Warsaw, a 
work of peculiar interest at the passing 
period. 

We cannot speak in terms of too high 
paise of this design, nor of the manner 
In which the spirited «publibher8 are per- 
forming thw part of it. The high price 
at which good novels are nsuaJiy pub- 
lished, excluifp them from a permanent 
^lare in most private libraries ; )etue 
do* not know more delightful companions 
fp have constantly within call, to while 
away a vacant hour, or relieve the la- 
bours of severer study. Here then we 
have in thgee volumes the ('ondens(*d 
(not a^xid^dl matter of nine, most 
adktly pitted with frontispiece and 
v^poettes,' of most cunvenient sise, and 
also most conveniently cheap. We can 
add no stronger recommendation of the 
Stakdard Novels. 

Cabinet Cyclopa.dta. Vols. 17 
and 18. — The Seventeenth Volume of 
this series oonhists of a Treatise on Hy- 
drostatics and Pneumatics, by the Editor, 
Dr. Lardner. It is written with a fami- 
liar knowledge of the subject and in a 



of these important sciences. 

Volume Eigliteenth is the second of 
Sir James Mackintosh's History or 
Eeoland. Taking up the* thread of' 
his Namciogtl at the Wars of the rival 
Roses, the learned Author brings down 
the History of theso Realms to the Re- 
formation and the Accession of Eliza- 
beth. The stvle of this work is elabo- 
rate, but, vfe think, dry. 

The Fourth Vohiine of Tuc Cabinet 
Ltbeary completes The Retrospect 
OF Public Atfaies for 1831/ This 
useful Summary is Qeimposed4yith dear- 
ness, and on the whole with impart!- 
ali^ * 

-The Twelve NiWTb,-*The uE- 
>P»tendiiig. Volume bearing 4he above 
title uansists of a Series of 4'welve 
TUet, written with cpnsiderable^uilant. 

My Pixat^ Affair,'* will be re- 


oognized as having already eppsared in 
our pages. The author is evidently 
a military man, who, from an occasional 
asperity observable in his laiiguage, 
when speaking of hie vocation and 
its votaries, has not, we fear, been for* 
tunate in his career. There is, however, 
abundant evidence in tliese his lucubra- 
tions, that there was no lack, at least, of 
ability, to have commanded suifoess. We 
shall piobably make extracts upon a 
future occasion, and strongly recommend 
the Twelve Nights to the perusal of 
those who love a clever and dramatic 
Tale. • 

Views in the Buiiman Empire. 
By Gapt. Kershaw, 13th Light Infantry. 
—We feel pai titular satisfaction in no- 
ticing these' splendid \ ieu s, botli for their 
unquestiounble merit and as llic produc- 
tion of a Cadet and bludeiUof the Ko)al 
Military CJollcge. Their conception and 
execution lellcLt infinite < icdit upon the 
souiee of ('apt. Kershaw's instruction, 
as well as upon his own taste and 
ability. 

Having ser\ cd in the Burmese war, Capt. 
Kershaw availed himself of his opportu- 
nities to sketch the most striking scenes 
which presented themselves on the route 
and during the encampment of the army, 
attended, where practicable, by the Na- 
\ al armament. The landscape is strik- 
ingly drawn and richly coloured, while 
figures and ob|ccts connected with both 
services are blended and introduced with 
the happiest effect. The plates are ex- 
quisitely engraved by Daiiiell, and no 
latiour or expense appears to have been 
spared in giving to* the intrinsic no'velty 
and interest of the subject, the highest 
finish of accessory art. An explanatory 
Appendix accompanies the Views. 

Panorama or Constantinople. 
Leigh.— The most picturesque city iu 
%he world is hete elaborately and strik- 
ingly represented. A single eofip~d*cBil 
embraces the w'hole various and thickly- 
studded expanse, fringing the sea of 
Marmora from the shores of the Bos- 
phonit to tho Strait of the Dardanelles. 
The scene is Imsy and beautiful, and 
is explhined by a descriptive Com- 
panion." 

The Family Classical Librart 
has reaidieff^its SevoRtoenth Volume, 
comprising since onr last notice (No. 9) 
the works of Tacitus, Pindar, Anacreon, 
Theophrastus, and Horace. The Vo- 
lume (Bixteenthl containing the charac- 
ters of Theophrastus, illustrated by 
Physiognomical Sketches, is especially 
calculated to attain popularity. 
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iif]rvOfr^!i SVATltil.— The 

Ntudlhm' df 'this worH C^p to tlto 
ucnr befbvo. us^ piomlse u ana 

compjietd Histoi^ of the JNorth Ameri- 
can' PrbvinccfB.' ' We- have leldom seen 
more beautifoU/ exeChted Vieira than 
^thMcby whidh tliesenumbera aire adorned . 
The eoiflces aro in a atyle of art hardly 
to be looked for in' so young a cOiShtry 
.the- -United Sfatei. The historical 
IHwtion of the work exhibits reacarch 
andeorrectneM. 

■ TtfiS' HARHOiricoir. — This is the 
moat instructive and entertaining ptih- 
lication of iB class with which we^aru 
acquainted In its pages the History and 
Study of Musical Science are agreeably 
elucidated by aneodtHe, precept, and 
examples. 

Cabinet Atlas. — The Twelfth 
Part completes the Cabinet Atlas, 
one of the most exquisite Specimens of 
Modern Art. A Biblical S^es, to cor- 
respond, is announced. 

The New Spobtino Magazine — 
Fibst Number — ^We ore fond of the 
manly Sports of our Country, and arc 
fascinated by their details. Wo neither 
ride -Races nor frequent Melton; yet 
lias the cry of a hound or the rush of a 
raoer a spell for our ear and eye. The 
New Sporting Magavine fell refreshingly 
upon our path : it is full of promise. 

The Scientific Uaeette, which 
was established at the close of last year, 
as a Weekly Record of Improvements 
and Discoveries in Science, embraces a 
useful principle, and, as far as we have 
seen of its numbers, is creditably con- 
ducted. We do nof, however, agree, 
either as to cause or effect, with its as- 
sumption that the vices and misfortunes 
of Great Britain are owing to the4>ec]ine 
of Science within its realms. Science 
and- Knowledge were never more gepe- 
i^ly cultivate anmngst us. Tlie miiB 
l^ms of a little Learning'* amongst 
the mass may, we admit, afford matter 
for jiuit animadversion at the present 
-moment. • 

The Bdivuurgb Cabinet Li- 
BEART, VoL- III.— Egypt. — This is 
amongst the best of its numenfUs Fa- 
mily — and is confined to Geographical 
and Topographical SubjectSi The First 
Volume, wKifdi fomieriyhioticed, re- 
lated to the Polar Regions ; the Second 
we have not seen ; the Third, now before 
us, contains a View of Antient and Mo- 
dern Egypt, by Dr. Russell. Reserving 
Nubia, Abyssinia, and the vkst countries 


of the Nile, for a future Volume, 
the ooinpller.^lftls the object of the 
preset^t In -R Very satisfactory manner. 
A Map and igiverat well-executed En- 
gravings IlhisCinte IlS^-text. 

Haverrill ; oti Memoirs or an 
Officer lir the Army 6f Wolfe. 
By James Atheani Jones.^We recollect 
a Work by the same Author, entitled 
^Taleji of an Indian Camp,*’ which dis.- 
played 'much imainnatton and ability df 
a peculiar description. Thi^preseiit pub- 
lication relates to matters of fact rather 
than fancy, and* presents a lively and 
accurate picture of North-AmericanJife 
ill its rude stages, and amidst the savage 
grandeur of luxuriant forests, the prime- 
val tenants of the soil. The eimeditioh 
of Wolfe, terminatilng in the death of that 
Hero, forma a large jporiion of the ac- 
tion of these volumes, and >ls related in 
a very spirited and charaicteri.ytic man- 
ner. The Author, from his familiarity 
and perfect acquaintance with the scenes 
and habits of a country in which he liad 
passed several years of Jiis life, was ftiore . 
than usually qualified to , fill Up 
neral outline of such a Rjory by tl^. 
minor and local details neimsary to 'itf 
due keeping. Por the same ceasons, thd 
practical commentary introduced by the 
Author on the subject of Negro Slavery, 
and tlie endless cant to which it gives 
rise, merits attention at a moment when 
the mischievous meddling of a maudlin 
and sanctified class threatens to pluum 
our West ^iidia possessions into the 
horrors of '^Hiassacre and irretrievable 
anarchy. The political opinions of Mr. 
Jiines, are marked by practical good 
sense, and are avowed with a manimess 
in striking contrast with the servility 
to mob-government so much in vogue 
for the passing season. 

* Notice. — Sir Howard Douglas ia 
preparing va New Edition of his Essay 
on Militaiy Bridges and tbe Passage of 
Rivers. Much new matter will lie in- 
troduced. together with the valualde 
Notes given in the Freaich Translation, 
by M. Vaillant, Chef de ^ttalion au 
dofps de G6iiie, relating to operations 
treated of in tlie text. - <- 

Wo^ve still vaHipy Reviews anff^No- 
tioel, nnavoidably’lM^nppned ; but as far 
as the imujignse masa^of 'ifREttbr on xmr 
hands will^rmit, wbho]^ to do Justice 
to all in due sealj^ Bi^e'ir Travels, 
the Idfe 

other- press 

have ri||dcfa^'tia» ^ ^ 
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GENERAL CORRES^NDENCE. 

TO T9i('*SDlT0K OT TBS UXlTSp 8EBT1CK JOOSKAT.. 

ExpermenU at Brat on MarshalVt Gun Carriage*. 

Me. Editor, — H aving lately ' made some stay at Brest, the principal 
naval station in France, I had the good fortune to be present at the very 
able trials which were made thdre of Capt. Marshall's gun-carriages. These 
ezperimentfl^lajBted several^ days ; and as the public have, through vour 
Jburiial, b^me acquainted with many interesting facts relative to these ^ 
carriages, perhaps the following account of what has taken place in Franco 
udll be acceptable to you. 

. In the beginning of 1630, the attention of the French Government was 
jlnst drawn to th^ decided improvement in ihounting ships* guns. A very 
and scientific naval officer at Brest, Capt. Gicquel des Touches, trans- 
lated (^t. MetshaLts publication, and pointed out so forcibly the merits of 
thia ihvenUmi to' lhe Minister of Marine, that he ordered a 36-pounder to 
he mountea forthwith, and directed a Commission to examine and repprt 
upon its capabilities. The report was so favourable, that it was expected 
some of the vessels fitting out for Algiers would have been armed with these 
chrrlsges, but time did not admit of this being done. 

In-France', however, they do not do these things by halves : towards the 
'latter end of the year the Government decided on having a more extensive 
^triid.orthj|a.h5vention,.but circumstances delayed it till Feb. 1831, when a 
"j^miMnissiOT^of^ffine naval, artillery, and engineer officers, during fbur days, 

' put this carriage to the severest tests which they could devise, and it was 
oonffiletely i^uccessful in all points. In elevation and trainage it obtained 
double the angle which was got on the old carriage, and in depression, more 
;&an treble I It was fired double-shotted without breechiim or tackles 
* alter being heated by several hours’ firing; and, to wind up the whole, was 
fired Severn rounds double-shotted without any breast carriage at all, the 
gun merriy running in and out on a batten nailed to the port-sill ; in fact, 
itB total superiority over old carriage was established in every point in 
'the most decided manner. 

• Of the very able report of Capt. Gicquel des Touches, :he President of the 
Commission, occupying nearly twelve sheets of paper, I could only copy the 
conclusion, as follows:— 

It resedts from these experiments made by (he commission diaiged with ex- 
amining the gun-carrisge invented by Commanasr Marshall, that this carriage pos- 
.ssssel a gieatnumber S advantages over the^ld, namely 

^ 1st, It gives infinitely greater angles, Vhich would alwayf^ give a ship armed 
with these carriages an incontestable superiority over one whi(£ had only the old 
ones, whatever may be her position, to windward or to leeward, when the hremse is 
fresh and' the ship much heried over, in chasing or being t^as^ ; these resulfs are 
of the highest ihiportanoe, and are not to be oogipar^ with iJie trifling incon- 
venience vddeh we found in moving Jhe breech to the right or left^ , 

** find. The gM gfc facility of gqtuaplhe extreme apg^ of traiiuige of tba guns.' 
Thft/jm pS| a r ahfe advaii^taM of being able gj^ually^ and' steamly, and 
without sh^m t|ei]|Mcs, to poi^’t me gun at any required object^* 
ffdth, Its hdiijl a^myi ready for loading, under . j;hatever angle it 'may have 
bem and iillnever moribg its bed or quoin, however it may iiavo' been heated 
a tong Gantibiluideir;^ ^ ' 

. The^^pld^ lUc& or reoril In any bat a uniform imd steady course, 

' Vlrhii& dM' ikOI, iherefol^'mlftoe' the dsdes like the old one, and would permit a 
tfotfe.riqpid finmlai'-lbepa'tq^ ^ ' 

This cunrlaga Mug; In fwo pacts distinct from' one another^ it may be 
much more, readily mounted and dismounted than the old one, if iiuured in action. 
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7tb, There are several methods proposed for securing it as a lower^eck imn, 

and all of them are preferable to the old carriage^ as they permit the whole of the 
guns^ when it is wi^ed for the safety Of the ship, to be secured a great deal nearer 
the deck than before. 

** 8th, It is worked with less men, via. one-fifth in guns' of hoge calibre, and in 
a greater proportion for smaller guns, and still less if a Ut^ grease is put on the 
crutch. 

<< 9th, No attention whatever need betpaid to the breediings or tackles in run- 
ning the gun in or out. 

lOth, The great advantage of l>eing able to fire the gun with its fore part 
running in and out on the sill of the port, presuming the breast-carriage is entirely 
shot away and cannot be replaced by a spare one. ^ 

11th, Spare ones, however, take up much less room on board tHan on the old 
plBRy as ^ hreast-carrii^ stows inside the brcech>carriagi. 

The Cdfa&mission, viewing all these advantages, are fully satisfied with the ex- 
periments which have been made (Incler their eyes, but before recommending the 
definitive adoption of this carriage, they tlnnk it should be tried at sea ; in con- 
sequence, they conclude by unanimously recommending that a line-of-battle ship 
and two frigates lie armed with half their guns on Marshall’s carriages, and fitr- 
nished with the spare articles recommend^ by the inventor ; mid above idl, that 
the captains may be ordered to profit by all occatwns of had iMather at tea to try 
them. Blit in lieu ot placing one of the new carriages between two of the old, the 
C'ommission think it will be preferable to place three of each together, as affording 
a better opportunity of viewing their manmuvring; and they also think that, where 
so many advantageous circumstances present themselves as do in this system both 
for attack and defence, dl possible activity should be used to make these last deci- 
sive experiments. 

They also think tlie breeching bolts should lie the same as arc used for the 
carroiiades ou the non-recoil piinciple, as they are much stronger. That the port 
scuttles should be placed opposite the mouth of the guns when placed horizontally 
in t^r crutches. That the hand-spikes for 3G pounders should be from tliirty-slx 
to forty centimetres longer. That improvements may, perhaps, be made in iudng 
the breast-carriage to the side, which w'ould render it still more unlikely to lie shot 
away. That the breeching should lie rove through a hole in the carriage instead 
of going round the breech of the gun, and that a preventive breeching \\ ill not lie 
needed ; this will lie less expensive and more simple, and do away with any like- 
lifaoo«l of the breeching chafing against the trunnion clamps or sides of the carriage. 

(KigiiedJ Gicqiiel des Touches, Capt. de Vaisseau, President. 

De Kault La llurie, Capt. de Vaisseau. 

Kcrdrain, Capt. de Vaisseau. 

Lunean, Capt. de Vaisseau. 

Andrea de Nerciat, Capt. de Vaisseau. 

Le jUal de Kervin, Capt. de Fregat. 

Troiide, Capt de Fregat. 

liaoneiiRii, Lieut de Vaisseau, Rapporteur. 

Fabre d^laiititie, Enaneer of Naval ConstnietioQS. 

Taillefer, Chef do Rataillon, Artillery of the Marine. 

Conseil, Capt. Artillery of the Marine. 

” Brest, March 1st, 1831.” 

• 

No heavier gun than a 89-poundcr had been before trie^^ on these car- 
riages; the one roiiorted on above was qjfcut equal to an English %2-pounder, 
and during the uhole of the Tour days fpHas put through alt its facings most 
completely, in presence oi a number of na^'al and miutli^ pAcers, and eli- 
dteS the most marked,approbation from all the scientific people present ; 
eleven men wirre the crew, and fourteen worked a simUar gun on the C{}il 
carriage. When the crutch was greased, four men run Morahatrs '<Ait, 
imd three run it in. They were rather unhandy in training It ;* the Jrrenen 
have no sailors. The crew of both this gun and the One'on the old caipriage 
which was worked against it, were raw conscripts belonging to tha aarps 
formerly called cannoniers. t 
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H«re/tlien> France bas^ alter the firet eieperiment on a proper seale^ at 
once come up to what England has been four years arriving at^ after having 
tried these carriages in auQ shapes and banners, at sea and in harbour, and 
their decided merits having been warranted to her by names enrolled ifor 
crvOr in the deathless pages of her history as the first of her naval heroes. 
Cant. Marshall details in his publication the experiments made under the 
oraers of Sir Robert Monsom, Sir Pult^ey Malcolm, Sir Thomas Staines, 
Sir Thomas Hardy, &c. &c. and since thafc time. Sir Jahlcel Bronton offi- 
cially reported to the Admiralty of that day as follows. 

. I was prevented at first from making an application for them by objections 
which I had heard urged against them on several points, and which appeared to mo 
well founded.*’ On reading the report made by Sir Pulteuey Malcolm and Cap- 
tains Campbell, ThomsOi^, Maitland, and Bouverie, of a ^rial whidi took place in 
their presence two 24-pounder8 on these rarria^s in H. M. S. Isis in the Medi- 
terranean, I felt satisfied that it would be expedient to have some of the Donegal’s 
guns* fitt^ on these carriages with a view to farther experiments, and applied 
for them.” During the summer I have caused almost daily experiments to he 
made.” 

Sir Jahleel then arranges the results alongside of the objections he had 
heard i^inst them, fully disproving every one of them ; and by this report 
alone, if there were no others, the entire success of these carritiges would be 
for ever established. 

Sir Jahleel then goes on to state with respect to securing them — 

In order to remove every possible objection, I caused the gun to be lifted off its 
breast'Carriage, and the muzzle to be laid on deck, where it was effectually secured, 
with the additional advantage of having the weight so much lower and brought 
into contact with the strongest part of the sliip, not only diminishing the weight 
aloft, but affording so mudi more room for the hammocks. It was at first thought 
.that guns secured in this manner would require too much time* to replace them 
upon their breast-carriages, but this was done to a 24-pounder by its crew in the 
presence of Sir Henry Blackwood and Sir John Core in iwo minutes.** 

Having, as I conceive, disposed of the objections, 1 think it right to mention 
what appears to me the decided advantages of tho new over the old carriages, viz. 
The power of giving a much greater angle of elevation, depression and trainage ; 
the great dispatch in firing ; tho facility and accuracy of pointing ; the ease 
with which the muzzle is placed for loading; their being worleed with at least one 
fifth fewer men than the old ; the facility of replacing a disabled carriage, and 
their never displacing their l)ed or quoin, a very material object in the night or in 
smoke. The difficulty in transporting them has entirely vanished^ by using the 
spore axletree as done by Sir Thomas Staines. 

(Signed) Jaiilkel Bbentov.” 

What can the Government of any country want more tfian this ? Here 
is a distinguished naval officer coming forward with all the characteristic 
candour of his profession, and stating to the Admiralty, first his prejudices, 
and then the inqpntrovertible facts which have, after totally renfbving them, 
caused him warmly to point out that there are no objections,, and tnat the 
advantages "are numerous and It is also a curious fact, that, the 

President of the French CommislHim Capt. Giopsl -des Toudies, also at 
first sight conceived a string prejudice against .|H0se carriages, whidi was 
Entirely removed from hii%ind by finding Capt.^Edai^hair8 book, detailing 
the invention. This distii^ished French officer was in the battles of Alge- 
sizas, and in the ship wlucf^ engaged the present Admiral Sir £. Codrington, . 
at Trafalgar, fiECiMd is, 1 thime, as sound n practical sailor arid 6<iiehtific 
man as 1 ever hlif Die pleasure of convming with. Just at the conclusion 
of die trials at Brest, he was appointeo^fo the Guerriere of sixty guns, and 
inMsdiately applied for hereto ha fitted^ivith these carriages. 
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Since Sir Jahleel’s report, another Committee have been ordered, who 
state-* 

After having given them every investigation in our power, we are of opinion, 
that they are worked with greater facility, (with fewer men,) easier pointed and to 
a greater extent forward and aft, and give more elevation and depression than the 
carriages now fn use. Twenty roui^ were fired double-idiott^, and they an* 
Bwered in all respects. We fiie<l thenf double-shotted without either breechings or 
side tackles, so as to allow them to ftcoil^off the crutch and fall on the dedt, nei- 
ther the carriage or deck were in the slightest degree injured ; the 24-pounder 
was ;'emoiintcd in two minutes and a half by seven men, and the 32^pounder in 
one inimite and a half by nine men. On the lower-deck, the method of housing 
them is preferable to the old, from their being placed lower on the d^, and allow- 
ing a greater circulation of air and room for the crew.** We beg leave to suggest 
that one Igie-of-battle-ship imd two frigates on active service be fitted with the 
new carriages for half the guns on hous'd, and placed alternately on the ship’s decks, 
that the captains be directed to try them on every occasion of bad weather at 9ea ,* 
and that sudi ships be allowed a certain number of spare artides as proposed by dm 
inventor. 

(Signed) Ben Hallowel Caref^, Admiral. 

J. P. Beresford, Vice-Admiral. 

JoliD Gore, Vice-Admiral. 

T. M. Hardy, Rear-Admiral. 

Samuel Warren, Commodore. 

J. W. Diindas, Captain. 

William Ciippage, Lieut.-Gen. Artillery. 

M*’illiam Millar, Major.Oen. Artillery. 

J. ,S. Williamson, Colonel, Artillery. 

J. May, Colonel, Horse-Artillery.*’ 

To arrive at the above point has taken England four years, and France 
a few mouths. J suppose, then, that Franco must win the laurel, and that 
England must wear it second-hand. Can this be true } Will ahe again be 
left in the back-ground } When one nation adopts these carriages, ail the 
others must, unless they mean to give away their ships to the first enemy 
who can get alongside of them. The cradle of mechanical genius, how 
often does she leave other countries to father the best of her children, and 
is at last obliged to take them back and cberidi them, although she is shorn 
of the honour of their adoption: we need only look to steam-boats, for one 
among the many proofs of this melancholy fact, yet she still heedlessly for- 
gets that Palmam qui meruit ferat,** the motto which she gave to her 
greatest warrior, would wave as gracefully over the crown of a nation, as it 
would float round the coronet of a hero. 

Let us hope, however, that we are falDng upon other days; 1 cannot bear 
to think that any but the parent country should in this case earn the palm. 
Thus much at any rate is certaia;^that splendid frigate, the Barham, is 
ordered to be entirely fitted with MarshnlPs carriages, of coum embracing 
all the inventor's lat^t improvements, drawn from the extensive experience 
wHidh he acquired during the numerous trials they have undergone for 
more than two years: report says, this is to be the omega; I trust 
among the many reforms of the da y, J^ 8 one at least will nqt be proWe- 
maticaL . 


Lord C^elfordj. ^ 

Ms. Editor, — You have laid before iis spmd^ble papm on Duelling,*- 
pray could you prevail on J. M., or any of his friends, toRbrour your readers 
witn a memoir of the eccentric bi^^sUant Lord CaihfliHrd ? It would be 
an excellent illustration. ^ • 

‘ X. Y. Z. 
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Suggestion for a Cipher to he emplogfed on Service. 

jifE- Editor,-— A s in military and naval operatibns it is often of the ut* 
Importance to possess a cipher which can be eamly varied, so as to pre- 
vsmt all possibUity of interpretation if despatches diould fall into the hands 
enemy, 1 be^ to suggest the following as One which will answer the 
pnifpose, hoping that some of your corres^no^iiB will employ some of their 
misure hours mther.in improvinE it, or inventing others more usefal. Let 
some word or sentence be agreeu on'betv^een the parties themselves only, 
but. not committed to writing. Take, for instance. Nelson ; then let an 
alphabet be numbered as follows: — 

13 14 16 16 17 18 19 20 21 2^23 24 25 20 i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 8 10 11 12 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
ABCDEfGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 
23 24 25 26 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 16 16 17 18 19 20 2122 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

9 llD It 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 ID 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 ' 1 2 3 4 5 0 7 8 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Then the first letter (N) is to be the key of the first despatch, or the first 
line of su(^ despatch if preferred ; the second letter (E) of the second, and 
so on. It will he seen that the letters of the Alphabet are first numbered 
according to their proper order, then N is taken as No 1, O 2, P 3, and so 
cm up to 26. The same thing is done with each letter of the word, which is 
to be the ke^-word previously agreed upon. When any communication ia 
to be made, it is only necessary to see what number the first letter would be 
in the naturd order of the Alphabet, «iid then to see what number will cor* 
respond with it when the^rst letter of the key-word is taJsm as No. 1.‘ Then 
sutmtute the letter intended to be expressed, the lettpr corresponding 
to i^e last mentioned number.^’ For instance, March to-morrow mom/' 
is to be conveyed. Nelson the key-word. M ** is the thirteenth letter of 
the Alphabet, but ** N" being the key letter^ and taken as No. I, " Z'' will 
(by this bnrangement) be the thirteenth letter, and consequently be substi- 
tuted for Mi' and so on with the rest. The key letter of the next line or 
next di8patch,'as the case may be, will be £, and so on. Thus, March 
to-morrow mom," will be in cipher, 

{ff N" being key) Znepu gbzbeebj zbea.*' 

March to-morrow mom.” 

Or,, ('* E" being key) " Qevgl xsqsvvsa qsvr," 

1 hope 1 have made this plain enough to be understood by the help of the 
numbered alphabet above. ■ But to remove all difficulties, let us suppose a 
person receiving the first cipher communication znepu gl»beebj zoea, N 
being key, he will thus proceed. Counting (see alpbaoet above) N as 1, he 
will find Z to be the thirteenth letter: tbe'wirteenth letter of the common 
alphabet being M, he will rea^d M for Z : counting N as 1, A l^ing the first 
letter of the common alphabet, instead of N, he will read A, aiid so on. In 
order to render detection still more difficult, the letters may be written con- 
tinuously without dividing the words, or even dividing the word& wrong, so 
as to wsd when' interpreted man^tomorrowmom,” or ** ma rcihtom or 
vowm em 'this would easily be rniwtawith a little prac^. 

It will be seen that this ciph#my be gMSbl ▼^ried, but its chief 
advantage is that the ke^<will always be a word, sentence, verse, Ike. agreed 
upon previously, and which heed never be written jNK^ that its discovery will 
be impossible. I rather think Napoleon used with success whilst at Elba, 
a cipher of this kind, but 1 never iaw it, so cannot be certain, l^ere will 
be no papers.to Im kept 4mci;pt,'h8 unless the key-word be betrayed, which 
, may be Cerent raNevery^layJln the it cannot be decipher^. 

•'* '■ IL 
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Reanunerationfor Shipwreck, 

Mu* Editor, — Can any of your numerous readers assign the reason why 
no remuneration is given to tnOse who lose all, except their lives, by ship- 
wreck P A military officer is very properly paid for any losses which he 
may sustain either <m shore or on board ; but a naval offi^ never receives 
one farthing;i whether he loses his whole stock by shipwreck, or has the 
standing part of them destroyed by diot or shell, as has happened to me 
more than once» including vmuahle nautical instruments, and tdesoopes, 
perhaps of '' lOO^horse power/* 

Some people say, ** They don’t give you anything when you are diip« 
wrecked, because if they did, you would not mind Iming a ship, in a com* 
fortable way, every time you wanted a new of rigginw ; and as to the 
shot holes, your prize-money will find you phigs ^enough for fSiem/* With 
respect ti^tho first part of the ailment I should cui 3 % ‘‘ No, messmate. Just 
the reverse ; those who like may care for the ship when she gets on shore, 
let me save my chest if you please ; there are plenty more ships to be had 
for commissioning, but a new chest of traps, to my sorrow, must he paid for;’’ 
and as to the latter part of the reason, do not the hardest knocks generally 
uixompany the smmlest pickings? What prize-nfoney do we get for 
engaging stone walls for instance ? or does a hard-fought action against a 
supenor force, line the pocket so well as one of your Yankee Bordeaux-mon, 
who are to be had for tne catching? 

No, let the enemy's men-of-war alone, say I ; let them take all they can ; 
my business is to re-capture them : the salvage of a recovered friend, is worth 
more than the whole hull of a foe, and is to be had without any unshipping 
of legs and wings. Many a good hammering have 1 had, without even the 
hopes of any blunt ; and in one of my first cutting-out expeditions, 1 had a 
new pair of blue trousers done for (price thirteen dollars,) while my prize- 
money was three pistareens (two shillings and five-pence) ; 1 might have had 
them mended, to be sure, but 1 did not like to say much about It, heoause, like 
the old Polyphemus, I was shot in the 

If no better reasons than these can be given for such a mode of treatment, 
1 hope among the other improvements of the day, that this matter will get 
a little overhauling. I should have lost more than 1 did, at Algiers in 1816, 
if 1 had not slued my chest three times during the action, to Imp it end-on 
to the batteries ; but one does not always have the chance of doing this. I 
tracked a four-and-twenty pounder afterwards, and found that if I had not 
taken the above^recaution, my gentleman would just have astonished my re- 
maining three dean shirts and two pair of white mustering trowsers ; and 
somehow or other, 1 never knew one of these intruders enter a midshipman’s 
chest without breaking his hlacking-bottle ; dad may therefore think himself 
lucky if he gets off with a pound in hard cash for every pound weight of 
the shot. 

What is harder than everyOiipg, althoug]; we seldom think much about 
it, is, that when we lose the number of our mess, as well as our kit, our heirs 
are never paid a single farthing for the latter loss, even when they are not 
entitled io any pension. 1 tmnk when a man rigs his son decently out in 
the world, to be Killed like a gentleman, the least whicl^ the oount^ could 
do, would be to pay the old boy for the damages done to his departed brat’a 
stock in trade, after he l)ju been at^ch an expense to enable him, aa^the 
boatawdn says, to exringuidi" himself/’ 

•Yours, &C. . . L* 


Means of Preserving the Health qf Soldiers* 

Mn. Editor,— It is not perhaps generally known Ao the readers of the 
United Service Journd, that in the year 1763, Dr. llTdRiird de Hauterscerk, 
Inspector of Hospitals in the French Army, represented to the Due de Choi- 
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seal, Secretary of Stato for tbe W«c Department^ that it would be of much 
advantage to the service if the medical officers attadied to the hospit^ were 
olilji«d to render a regular account of their practicoj and to correspond with 
the Inspector respecting the health concerns of the troops under their me- 
dical charge. The Duke soon perceived the utility of tne measures which 
had been suggested, and directed that it should be carried into effejct. Dr. 
B|<uiard was appointed to collect the various communications from the 
medical officers^ with authority to publish those wMch he might deem uf 
sufficient importance. In 1766, thcP Inspector published a quarto volume 
containing selections from the communications of the medical officers, entitled 
Hecuvll d' Observations ds Mede^ne des Hospitaux MUiUiires, This volume 
contains an excellent code of instructions to medical officers from the pen of 

l-*!-'! 1 1 - 1. ....... .... . • 


towns, barracks, prisons, and hospitals. TId published also models for draw- 
ing up cases, describing epidemics, j&c. and a few topographical essays. 
The second and last volume of this series, which appeared in 1772, contained 
four topographical memoirs, live memoirs upon epidemical diseases, and a 
number of valuable papers on the practice of medicine and surgery, with 
several communications on pathological anatomy. 

Dr. Richard had thus the merit of drawing the attention of Government 
to the importance of the medical br^ch of the service, and of showing that 
the talents and usefulness of medical officers may be greatly improved by the 
publication of an account of their professional labours. The judicious exer- 
tions of the Inspector seem to have been duly appreciated by the King of 
France ; he was made a Knight of the Order of St. Michel, and his estate of 
Hauterscerk was entered into a Barmy. In 1781, Marcschal de Seguin, Mi- 
nister at War^ directed that ilu publication of selections. from the corre«- 


periodical ^ 


seven volumes in 8v6^i many of the coinmnnications in this series are very 
yaluc^le, more especially those that relate to the means of preserving the 
health of soldiera, and of rendering an army efficient. iie publiciition of 
the communications from the medical officers was suspended until lAlS, 
when the Minister at War decided that they should appear in a Journ^ to 
be published every two months. He addressed the medical officers by a cir- 
cular letter, in which he assured them that their communications would lie 
carefully examined, and that the merits />f euch should be impartially esti- 
mated.^ The avowed object oflbe Journal^^was, 

^ 5^*1 promote the improvement of the art of healing in as far as re- 
gwded the treatment of soldiers, and to circulate useful information among 
phj^ician8.surgeon&, and apothecaries belonging to the army. • ^ 

Simy. To excite/ and preserve a spirit of emumtion among medic^ officers 
"7 ®^™ng them an opportunity oi displaying their talents and zeal. 

The Joumm^was to contain tho official oommunications which regarded 
thp medim department, issued by the Minister at. War, and a portion of 
each number was to be devoted to medical intelligence, such as short notices 
01 new worJ^, re^nt discoveries connected with military mediokie, biogra-.'.^, 
pliicfu sketches, &c. Two volumes of this series were published in the mrm 
of a Journal in 1815 and 1816, the succeeding volumes have been published 
^wder the title of Beeueil des Memoires de Mededne, de Chirurgerie et 
de P/iarmacte MUitaire*^ This series is still in progress. The last volume 
1 have seen is the twentieth, which was published in 1826, so that aliout two 
vuliiines appear annually. The current series contains, a vast collection of 
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valuable information upon the various topics connected with the health con- 
cerns of an army. It is impossible to estimate too higldy the contribution 
of Dr. Birou f Secretaire du Consul de SautiJ. They comprehend an excel- 
lent code of instructions for preserving^ the health of soldiers, and for ren- 
dering an army eflUdent. It is greatly to be regretted that a similar, pl^ 
for diffusing useful information among medical officers of the BritisAi army 
has never been adopted ; and the object of the present csominunication ia to 

excite attention to this subject, ^'he advantages and practicability of the 
measure are so obvious, that it would be a work of supererogation, and no 
compliment to the understanding of your readers, were I to obtrude argu- 
ments in its favour : we are, it must be admitted, seventy years behind the 
French in this respect ; now we ought to antieij>pte them. The medical offi- 
cers of the British army are not individually inferior to the FVenSh in talents, 
professional acquirements* or zeal ; all they require' is ^ facility of communi- 
cating information, and a new^ excitement to emulative exertion." “ No 
man is independent of external stimulus, and the surest method of annihi- 
lating energy is to leave it to prey upon itself.^’ From the varieties of 
countries occupied by the British army, and the different races of mankind 
which compose it, medical officers have a much more extended field of inves- 
tigation than the French. There is not a military hospital in France which 
affords such excellent opportunities for the study of chronic diseases, as the 
general hosmital at Chatham. Money is useful onW when it becomes current, 
and its usefulness is in proportion to thcrextcnt of the circulation ; the same 
may he said of intellectual wealth. 

The East India Company deserves the thanks of the public for having 
printed three volumes upon the epidemic cholera, being an account of this 
disease as it appeared in the Bengal, Madras, and Bombay Presidencies ; 
hut why were tnes6 volumes not published^ Was it intended that the infor- 
mation they contained should be limited to favourites, on whom thev 

were bestowed as presents? This is not the plan adopted by the Frencn 
Government under similar circumstances. 

In 1828, an 8vo. volume was printed, containing '*a series of tables ex- 
lilhiting the results of disease in the different European regiments serving 
under the Madras Presidency and in the garrison hospitals of Madras ana 
Poonarnalie, from the commencement of the year to the end of the year 
1828, with observations on the practice employed in fever hospitals and 
dysentery, extracted from the hair yearly reports of medical officers in charge 
during the period embraced by the^ tables respectively. The whede 
arranged by' the medical hoard, and published under the authority of Go- 
vernment.'’ 

This volume was printed, hut if my information be correct, it was not in 
the ordinary sense of the term published; for what reason its circulation was 
so limited 1 cannot conjecture. The following inscription I find on the fly 
leaf of a copy now lying before m8,.'‘ Presente^hy the sanction of GovernmetU 
to ( name of the donor J by the Madras Medical Board f fri>ni which 1 infer 
that no Individual ia entitled to procure a copy without “ the sanction of 
Government^ This is a novel mode of publication. In the ** prefatory me** 
morandum’'*to this volume, the Madras Medical Board j^rofesses to have 
it in view to prepare for publication a series of tables, exhibiting the ^niphd 
results of disease in the European regiments serving under this Plresidebey 
from the year 1B03 to fihe commencement of the period embraced by the 
present publication, accompanied with abstracts of such information Arbm 
the casi^ arid reports eonnected with these tables, as may be found calcu- 
lated td iUustSate the practice in use at the time in the principid diseases.'* 
I sincerely hope this projected series of tables #ill not only be printed but 
published, so as to enable the members of the medical profession in this 
quarter of the world to procure copies, although they may not have it in 
their power to obtain the " sanction of Government*’ fur that purpose. 

• I remain, &c. 

Blank. 
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India Anny^Tard^ Promotion. 

Ma. Ehitor,— An extraordinary contrast exists between the promotion 
of tiie officers at St. Helena and those of the three Presidencies in India. 
St. Helena can^ 1 regret to say, boast of the senior officers in tlie following 
grades:-^ 

ST. HELENA. BENGAL. 


Lieut.-Golonel, 8th June 1815 
Major, 30th November 1811 
Captain, loth January 1808 
Lieutenant, 17th April 1814 


MADRAS. 


Lieut.-Colonel 

1824 

Major . 

Captain 

1824 

1816 

Lieutenant 

1817 


Libut.-Colonel . 1824 

Major . . 1825 

Captain . . . 1817 

Lieutenant . • 1818 

BOMBAY. 

Lieut.*Colonel . 1824 

Major • . . •* 1825 

Captain . . 1818 

Lieutenant . 1818 


Although in the three Presidencies of India the number of officers amounts 
to 4707, and at St. Helena to no more than 37 ; we are, 1 am grieved to say, 
nine years behindhand with the Lieut.-Colonel, thirteen with the Major, 
eight with the Captain, and three with the Lieutenant ; and what is exceed- 
ingly humiliating, we are not allowed any Brevet Rank excepting that of 
Captain to Subalterns of fifteen y^rs standing. The Brevet of 1830 in- 
cluded all Captains up to December 1812;'4>ut poor St. Helena is deprived 
of this advantage, though we have a Captain whose commission bears date 
January 1808, and who served the Honourable Company in a military capa- 
city U|)ward8 of forty years in this island. Our limited enjoyments of Brevet 
Rank 18 certainly a severe caafg^p^s the Crown is willing to grant this boon with- 
out incurring anjr additional ^i^ense to our honourable employers. And far- 
ther, if the Captain above mentioned had been in the King's Service, he would 
have been a Brevet Major in July 1821, when Captains of 1808 received 
that rank ; and in consequence of this benefit not extending to St. Helena, 
this old meritorious officer was superseded in the garrison by an officer 
thirteen years junior to him in the service. I think it also a singular cir- 
cumstance, that althougj^ the officers of the Royal Artillery and of the Artil- 
lery in India receive greater pay than those of the line, yet at St. Helena 
there is no difference made between the salaries of the Artillery and the In- 
fantry. Why is this ? 

1 am youid, &c. 

St. Helena, 19th March 1831. Miles. 


Uniform of the Vr^attached. 

Mr. Editor, — ^Having bedn repeatedly asked by foreigners, whether the 
Unattached*' was not an inferior branch of the service, from the circum- 
etance of its being the only British uniform without lace, I beg to suggest, 
trough the medium of your popular Journal, that it should be so far assi- 
milat^ to the lihe, as to prevent the possibility ^>uch a mistake in future, 
and also to leave no excuse for makingybrn^ ode^ona to it, which most offi- 
cers are now in the habit of doing on going abroad. The e^nse of sudi 
an Irnprorament would be too trifling to merit consideration, and if it should 
be thought that the luUm does not suffitjently distinguish the Unattached*' 
from their mmra fortunate brethren 'Mn activity," the lace sr embroidegr 
might be put on round the collar and cuff, as it used to be on that muw 
admired uniform the old undress of the Guards. 

1 Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

One op the Unattached. 


Loudon, May 12tb, 1831. 





2M 

Deccan Prize-Monej^, 

Mk. £dit0Rj-~Iii your valuable Journal for March you did me the fa- 
vour to insert a few lines respecting the non-payment of the Deccan prize- 
money. To whatever cause the delay is owing, it is justly due to the pub- 
lic that it should be explained. The most anxious expectation has been en- 
tertained for the last six months that the distribution would have been 
made, in pursuance of the order of the 20th of October last, and in accor- 
dance with the answer given by Mf Artfuthnot in the House of Commons. 

I cannot doubt that if a proper representation was made on the subject, 
by those more immediately interested, to the Lords^of the Treasury, it 
Avoiild be the means of producing an early performance of the order that has 
been issued, or the assignment' of an adequate rdhson for the postponement. 
By throwing out this hint, you will confer a great obligatidn on every one 
concerned. • • Tours, &c. 

London, 15th May 1831. An OrricER. 


A Point of Etiquette^ 

DsAii Mr. Editor, — 1 appeal to your sensibility aiS& justice, to put the 
iiewspauer people right, in their reports of court-days ; for this is the order 
in wliicli these stupid men marshal the gentlemen officers. 

1 Admirals. 5 Commanders. 

2 Generals. 6* Captains. 

3 Colonels. ^ 7 Lieutenants. 

4 Majors. 

Now, dear Sir, as they put all the Post-Captains on No. 6, pray how is 
Mrs. Grundy to know the respective ranks of their ladies and the wives of 
endgns of the militia, or volunteers? who ypur^know, dear Sir, are all called 
Captains. 

Trafalgar-Place, Devonport. A Post-Captain’s Wirs. 

We have also observed that, of late. Naval and Military Officers have 
been hustled from their former station in the aforesaid lists, and placed be- 
low the mob of ** Messieurs.” la this a sign of the Times?— £d. 

Remarks on the Proposition for a United SenSoe Medical Society. 

Mr. Editor, — 1 was much gratified on perusing in your last Number, the 
proposals for the eatablidiment of a United Service Medical Society » conceiv- 
ing that were su|^ an institution formed, great benefits would take place 
from the constant interchange of opinion that would necessarily arise in the 
discussions of the cause and treatment of various diseases, particularly those 
of foreign climates, respecting which, 1 am sorry to say, very few young 
medical officers on their leaving England have any acquaintance, and this 
defect of professional knowledge s only felt at die time it is required. Now, 
a great improvement in this respect would take place from their being able 
to obtain tne advantages arising from the experience of their seniors, who 
have spent, in all probability, a long series of years in practically acquiring 
this information. But 1 w'ould take the liberty of suggesting to the pro- 
moters of this measure, t^ propriety of admitting as members, the meaical 
officers of merchant- vessw, for example, those of the East andf West India 
Companies, South Sea 1%mls, Hudson’s Bay Company, the Greenland 
and Davis's Straits Vessels engaged in the,Whale Fishery. Most of diese 
gentlei^n being employed for n^M^y montlis in the year, and several for 
three or fouz^ehrs in a single voyage, must be men of practical information, 
wMch, if but obneentrated under the same roof, would speedily lead to the 
improvement of the healing art. By your inserting this in the next num- 
ber of your valuable Journal, you wiU oblige, 

" Your obedient servant, ^ 

, H. W. Duduorst, 

Surgeon, Lecturer on ifiiman and Comparative Anatomy. 

May 5th, 1831. 


COllRESPOMi)£MCJK. 
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Addresses anijOrdfra an ike occasion of the 10th jRegifneni 
having Ceglon.^ 

Mr. Editor, — Ks all tQCorda of Uie good conduct and discipline of our 
regiments on foreign stations should possess an interest with the service 
generally, and be recorded to. the credit of the particular corps, perhaps you 
will haf e thaMciddneSS to insen the following addresses to Colonel Ximenes, 
ah the 16th RegimeuVs leaving the island of Ceylon, with his replies, and 
f the accomp^ying General Order issued on Uie occabion, in an early number 




. A Fribnd ro thl Corps. 

** To Colonel, Ximenes^ Commanding H. MJ*s \0th BegimetU^ and CommOndatU of 

Pointde Galle, # 

' ** Sta, — We, the underbignCd Burgher irhabitsnts of Galle, rebpectfully beg leave 
to prebent this our humble address to you, on your approucliing departure for Gal- 
eiitta, eapressing our heartfelt thanks for the kind protection we have gladly ex* 
pemenced since your arrival in this place as Commandant of the garrison, for a 
pmbd upwatds of twef 'years, during whicli time we have, to our great satisfaction 
and comfort, Uved in prmound peace and harmony, without meeting with tlie most 
distant luternAtion from any one individual of the corps you have the honour to 
CQiiiinsnd ; owing to the strict observance of discipline you have happily established 
in (lie regixoenkjwhich we hWtily htfug^ey will always continue to evince proofs 
of their enSiUplary conduct to your apfffihation. 

We cannot conclude this our imperfect address without most sincerely assuring 
you that we niifeignedly regret your departure and that of the regiment, as we are 
perfectly aware that they cannot be easily equalled ; and wc beg that our wannest 
thanks he given to the officers and men of the regiment. Wishing \ou and Airs. 
Ximenes and family health and mgpsperity for a series oi years, and that your pre 
sent voyage be attended with evSiy happiness and a speeiiy passage to your des^ 
tine4 port, is Uie earnest prayer of, , 

** Sir, yonr most humble and very obliged servants.'* 
(Here follow forty signatures.) 

** To the Burgher Inhabitants of Point de Galle, 

The address which y6u ha\e been good enough to present to me, on the occa- 
uou of the approaching departure of the IGth regimeut for Bengal, aifords me the 
highest gratification. 

I derive peculiar satisfaction from the encomium which you have bestowed on 
the I'egularity and good behaviour of the corps which I have the honour to com- 
mand % a tribute oi applause, the value of which is much enhanced in my estima- 
tion, by the great respectability of conduct and (diaracter which distinguidies the 
individuals from whom it proems. 

The officers of the regiment unite with me and Airs. Ximenes in returning 
our best thanks for yo<ir obliging address, ans* we bid you farewell, with the most 
sincere good wishes for your happiness and prosperity. 

(Signed) D. Ximenes, Colonel and Commaudaiit. 

Point de Galle, Nov. i7th, 1820.’* 

l^e ^dresB of the undersigned Dutch Iq^iabitants of Galle. 

To Cohnet Ximenes^ H, JIf.’e 16/A BegUOen*^ Commanding Galle, 

** SxE,— Allow us the liberty wq take in expressing to vou our deep regret at 
your approaching departure. The ekemplar!|^anner in iwbich jlkavaexesdsed 
the duties of your high station as commandant of this town, caUnte^ the univer- 
sal acknowledgment of the community, and we, as a part of it, b^td asspre you ot 
the ^neral satisfaction it has yielded ; and we beg to ^d, that white we oonteinphite 
you iijr your private character, the whole tenour of it was su^ ks to have M in 
our hearts fndelibte impressions of your worthiness, and has raised in our minds 
an esteem for your person, which it will be long era It be effaced. 

** We avail oursfdves of this opportunity to wisli yon and family health and 
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every happl|]M8i, end thet yea may speedily and safely reaidi your destined place, is 
tlie sincere prayer of tliose who have the honour of csiUlng themselves, 

Sir,*vear mmt obedient and very hiimble servai^d, 
(Here follow tmrty-s>n dgnatures*)* 

Galle, 14th Nov. 1828.” . * 

* nnPLY. 

l%e tribute of resppct and esteem which I have just had the ^tifieation of 
receiving from so large and respectabl&a p<ytion of tlie Dutdi community of Clalie, 
baa aftbrde<l me suth pleasure as 1 find it difficult to express. ^ 

1 feel truly liappy, that my humble endeavours, in my situation ag Commahd- 
aift of this garrison, to ensure the peace and comfort of its inhabitants, have met 
with success , and I trust they wlU believe, that in whatever ]iart of the world 1 
may chance to be thrown in future, it will lie a sdhree of extreme ^tisfaction to 
me, to hear of the liappines^and prosperity of themselves and families. 

^ ^Signed) D. Xisiekes, CoRmel aim Commandant. 

« Point de Oalle, Nov. 16th, 1828k” • ' * , 

OENEll^r. ORDERS. 

Head- Quarters, Colombo, 22nd Nov. 1828. 

<< No. 1. The Lieutenant-General cannot allow the Ifit^^egiment to leave the 
island, without an expression of his high approbation of their conduct and discipline 
during the period of nearly nine yearh that they have been stationed in it under 
its zealous and able Commanding-officer, Colonel Ximenes, aiderl and supported by 
^o excellent a corps of officers, and with so much apt it^le raps porva«ling all ranks. 
The lileiitenant-General feels confident Ihat tlu* 18th a ill coiilinhe to maintain 
the high reputation which it is so justly entitled to. 1. B. Oascovne, 

D. C. C. G. 


(iMcre respecting tJie First Naval Engagement in the French 
War of 17 *^, 

Mr. Editor. — I have heard it stated, that the first sea engagement in 
the Frehch war of 171 1. itas fought by Capt. John Emerton, in command of 
one of the Honourable South Sea Company's ships, and that, after an action 
of some hours’ duration, the enemy wa^ beat off nitli great loss; if you, or 
any of your naval correspondents, can give any iaforniation on the subject 
with respect to ships’ names, number of guns, men, loss, or other particulars, 
it would afford much satjjsfaction to a member of the family, and confer a 
particular obligation on, Mr. Editor, 

• Vour humble servant, 

March 16th, 18Si. Ikvestioatoiu 


Murder of Captain Lorjiun hlth ReyimenU by the Natives of New 
South I Fates, 

Mr. Editor,— The accompan^igg*doruments, relating to the melancholy 
death of Cimtain Logan, of the 67th Kegimont, recently murdered by the 
Natives of New South Wales, having just reached this country, I beg to put 
them into j^r hands for insertion in the United Service Journal, 

Your obedient servan^ 

«rth May, 1831. T- W. 

• Moreton Bay, 8th NovemW, 1830. 

Sir,.— I have the honour to communicate to you the painful and distress- 
ing inteliigegee of the death of Captain Logan, who was surprised and killed 
by the Bhu&mile on a journey^f discovery, about three weeks since. 

As jthe om^lKaaining 57th Omcer now at Moreton Bay, I thought it my 
duty to oommnnlcate to you at length the following melancholy partieulan 
of the last days of a much-lamented friend and officer of the regiment. 

Cimtain Logaa'a object on the late journey was, to lay down oorrecily on 
his ^art the windings of the river betwen the Pine Hidge, Lockyer’s Creeic, 
and the Brisbane Mountain, and to ascertdin more correctly the course and 
termination of a creek striking out of the miun river at |he foot of the Bris- 
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bane Meuntain, in a Nortii fiaaterly directloD» and aftetwarda^ (if he met 
with, no obataeles,) to j|>roeeed to.;tlie Pamiee Rtoiie -Rtver, am the Glaas- 
hoiisea, and from"^ thence back to' the Settlement. .» On Satui^y 9th of 
October^ he left this place, and reached the Lime-stone station the Same 
night, distant overland twenty-five miles. The next day (Sunday the 10th) 
they all set out upon their journey. The party conned of Captain 
Logan, Private ColluKm, d7th re^^ent, his sen^ant, five prisoners, (all good 
Bushmen) with two pack-bullo&a. They travelled fourteen miles this 
day, in a North Westerly direction, and encamped on the Lime-stoiie side 
of the river. Two or three Blacks were seen near the camp place at night. 
On Monday, the lith, at seven in the morning, the party left their encamp- 
ment, which was near the river, but they had to proceed four miles further 
up before they could ford it. On approaching the river bank at the ford- 
ing place, the Blacke assembled in great numbers, upwards of 900, and co^ 
vered the hiU close to w^ere they had to pass, which was on the Lime-stcme 
aide of the river, and at this place they b^^n to show a hostile feeling, by 
^throwing and rolling down large stones on the party on passing, but no 
spears were thrown. At this time Captain Lomn was in advance, and find- 
ing he could not prSbeed, on account of the Natives, he was obliged to fall 
b£k, and wait the coining up of the party. Collison, his servant, seeing what 
was going forward, fired a snot over their heads to frighten them : this for a 
time had the effbot, and they kept more aloof, but while the party were in the 
act of fording^ the river, the Bladc^dosed on them again ; he fired another 
shot while in the river, which again had the effect of keeping them off. The 
Natives appeared to know Captain Logan, for as soon as he had crossed, 
they repeatedly called out Commidy Water,’' intimating thereby, it is sup- 
posed, he should go back over the water. They followed at a distance all 
this day, hiding themselves occasionally behind trees, and in the long grass. 

. The party then proceeded on Ko the place where his own horse was lost, on 
the former journey, and encamped about ten miles to the Northward of 
Loekyer's Creek, about half-way between that and Mount Irwin ; here the 
tent was pitched for three days and two nights. On tlie Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday, the Idth and 13th, no Blacks seen, and nothing of any consequence 
occurred during thia time ; the men were distributed in twos in search of the 
lost horse, and Captain Logan was alone exploring in a North-easterly di- 
rection from the Brisbane Mountain. On the morning of Thursday the 14tii 
the* tent was struck, and all went on towards the Junction, and encamped 
idiout half a mile from it. No Blacks seen, and nothing particular occurred 
thb day. The next day, (Friday,) was employed in travteing a newly-^s- 
covered Creek. On Saturday, the 16th, Captain Logan left the party early 
in the morning on horseback, to explore the new Creek ; he was saone on 
this duty all the day, and in traversii^ the .first, he discovered 11 second 
Creek ; this perplexed and retarded him for a time, and it was late when 
he returned from the examination of Vith. On Sunday, the 17 th. Cap- 
tain Logan said he had accomplished all that he could accomplish 
at this time, and by his directions, about seven o’clock this morning, they all 
commenced their return-journey back to the Lime-stone station. At cagkt 
he left the party;; and went away alone, after having previously told Collisen 
to make thq nearest way for the junction of the ’river, and that he should 
find the party somewhere about that spot. ILs fell in with' them betwixt 
tw^ve and one o’clock, much sooner than was expected, and renialned with 
them about two hours, travelling in company. No Blacks hi4 then been 
seen ; and on crossing the river a track 'me perceived, which remmbled that 
of a bullock or horse : he then told Collison logo on and pitcism tent on the 
side of a creek, at a spot where they had encamped twelve months before. 
Captain Logan then, for the last time, parted with them, to trace the horae 
or DuUock track, which led him away in the direction ot Mouiiit"Irwin | at" 
which place he- had been desirous of getting some haaaltio' foniiatioiii;' 
Colliaon and the party rearJied'^the tent-spot, and encarop^^di^ Ibdr 
Velock this afternoon (Sunday,) on the ground previously pointed ouL hy 
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Captain Uigan: soon nfterwarda^ the men thouglit they heard him '^cooey;’’ 
they anaweced him, end Uieii waited about haif-an-hour, when they thought 
they heard him cooey’' again : he was again answered, and four or five 
aiute were- fired at intervals during the evening, and the men fancied 
they heard him '*cooev” in reply two or three times between the shots, but 
he did not retum. The next morning early, (Monday, the 18th,) two men 
were sent down the creek to search, because it was known he must cross 
the creek on returning home ; the men saw the track of his horse in the 
direction of the Lime-stone. It was thep taken for granted had gone 
a-head, towards the above place, after missing the party. The tent was 
then struck, and all pursued their journey back. On this day, Monday, 
about twelve o'cioc^, nfty or sixty Blacks made their appearance with spears, 
shields, and waddies. They hovered about the party shouting, getting 
behind tregs, and endeavouring to close upon the paity undiscovered. No 
diots were fired : they continuech their course, and, in an hour or two after 
the Blacks went off towards Mount Irwin, which was the direction Captain 
Logan had taken the preceding evening. Nothing more occurred this day ; 
and the partv reached safely the same fording-place they had crossed on 
the Monday before. The encampment this night wa^chosen on the Pine- 
ridge side of tlie river, thinking some signs of Captain Logan’s track might 
be found on that side ; but nothing was seen. The men then marked the 
trees, and made marks in the sand at the crossing place, to attract his notice 
(if he had not already passed,) that ho might find and know the party had 
gone a-head. The men walked one by one after the bullocks, to make their 
track more distinct : this encampment was left on Tuesday morning, and 
nothing occurred between this place and the Lime-stone Station, which the 
party reached on Wednesday afternoon. 

Not finding Captain Logan at the above station as was expected, Collison, 
four prisoners, and private Hardacre, 57th regiment, started the next 
morning on a second journey to search fur him. The party had light bag- 
gage, and travelled between thirty and forty miles this day (Thursday 21st), 
and about five o'clock in the evening, they arrived at the camp, where 
Captain Logan's horse was lost on the former journey. The first thing seen 
on reaching the ground, was the saddle laying beside a tree, with the 
stirrup-leawers cut asunder, evidently by a stone tomahawk, and the 
Stirrup-irons gone. The saddle was al^out thirty yards from the remains of 
a fire ; and it appeared to have been taken there by the Blacks, for the pur- 
pose of cutting u*on a fallen tree. A space had been eaten round wnere 
the horse had been tethered — and there were marks where Captain Logan 
bad taken the horse to water. It also appeared that he had roasted some 
diesnuts at this fire : the remains of the roasted chesnuts lay about the 
stump of a tree that had been burning ; and it was at this place the Blacks 
must have surprised him, for hjp foot-marks were very distinct, with long 
strides, where he had rushed from the fire to his horse. A further search 
was then made, to see if any signs of struggling or violence could be found ; 
but nothing of the sort appearing, it was then evident he must have jumped 
on his horso bare-backed, and made his escape : the party then returned to 
the lame-stone Station, without having seen a Black on the whole journey. 
Being disappointed a second time in not finding him thpre, another' 
pi^y went out, consisting oi five soldiers of the 57th and twelve prisoners, to 
traverse the country all about the junction. The second day, (Tuesday;) 
after leaving the Limestone Station, they- fell in with another traverdiig 
party under Jthe direction of Doctor Cooper. Both parties united and tra« 
veiled ^etSev. On Wednesday they reached the place where the saddle 
was found : CoUison, two prisoners, and one soldier, then separated from the 
- vest, and on searching about this part they found a place'^ where the Blacks 
. Iliad resorted to, but there had been no camp : it was on this plain that the 
^Imck part of Capt. Logan's waietcoat was found covered with blood : part of 
his compass was also found, as well as some leaves of his note-book. Nothing 
else being discovered at this spot, they returned back^to the remainder of 
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thepartj^. On the faUowing ((Tlittvgdayy) Dobioir Cp<^> ColUmi, 

mid &V 0 or tSt^t m&n, left theomB|i.bn:«eM^ff oll^ tniv^ing 

about a mile^ tbe Doctor smelled something Very unpleasant ; hb made to- 
wards it^ and on approaching » small creek with shallow water, he discovered 
the hmrse dead in the bottom, corered over with boughs ; it appeared a leap 
had been attempted over the creek, and from the way the hore» lay he could 
not have reach^'the other side. The Blacks must have pursued him to this 
place, and the marks were those of horse in full gallop. One broken roear 
only was fowd in the opposite bank, and at thin spot the Blacks must have 
certainly cli^Bd upon him. The party then went over the creek, and about 
seven or ten yaras from the opposite bank, the body of poor Capt. Logan 
was found. Tiie back of his head appeared to have been much beaten almut 
by waddles. * The Blacks made him a grave about two feet deep, and buried 
him with his face downwards. The iSsdy had* been carefully cevered over 
by them, but the native dogs had scratehed away the earth from his feet, 
which were found quite exposed. No clothes, or any of his covering, was 
fbund, except his shoes, which were left near him : the grave appeared to 
have been made with some care, and long sticks were laid on each side 
of it. The hod^ was then taken up, put into blankets, and by stages 
brought to the Lirn&-stone Station, and atterwardshy water to the settlement. 

His afflicted family return to Sydney by the Governor Phillip.*' 

To Lieut. -Col. Allan, I have the honour to he, &c. 

Commanding 57th Regiment, “ Signed George Edwards, 

Sydney. Lieut. 57th Regiment. 

government order. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 
Sir, Nov. 17, 1830. 

His Excellency the Governor publishes, with feelings of deep concern, the 
fallowing copy of a letter from Cant. Clunie, 17th regiment conveying in- 
teUigence of the melancholy fate or Capt. I^ogan, 57th regiment, late Com- 
mandant at Moreton Bay, who was murdered by the natives when com- 
pleting a survey which he had commenced lost year. 

It would be painful to dwell on the particidars of this distressing event. 
Eveiy one who is capable of estimating Capt. Logan's character, his zed,, 
his chivdrous and undaunted spirit, wOl deplore it. 

He had held for a period of four years the command at Moreton Bay, a 
dtuation, from the character of the Settlement, of the mos; troublesome and' 
arduous description. 

He did not, however, confine himself to the immediate duties of his com* . 
mand, but had on severd occasions, at great personal risk, explored the'" 
country to a considerable extent. And on one of these discovered « river ' 
which, in compliment to his services, was named the Logan," as will be ' 
seen by the Government orde{ of the l(Hh»tfu]y 1837. No. 37. 

The circumstances of Capt. Logan's death prove the ardour of his charac- 
ter was not to be restrained by personal considerations. His life was de- 
voted to the public service ; professionally he possessed those qusijyities which' 
distinguish the bqpt officers, and in the conduct of an extensive public esta- 
blishment, his services were highly important to the Colony. 

The GoveAior, though he deeply resets the pccasion, is gratified in ex- 
pressing his sentiments of Capt. Logan's character and services. Ho is 
aasurea that evei^ feeling mind .will sympathize with the afflicted widow, 
who, with her infant family, has, by an aet of savage* barbarity, sustained a 
1 m which cannot he repaired. * 

a tribute to the memory of this meritorious officer. His Excellency re- 
questo that the gentlemen of the Civil Service will join the military in at- 
tending the funeral, of which due notice will be given. 

By His Excellency's command, • * • . 
(A true Copy.) « (Signed) Ajlexandbr M^Lfav. 

' J. Allan, LieuU-CoL 
Commanding 57th Regiment. 
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Affairs at Home and Abroad. 
— The Dissolution of Parliament 
has snsnended the principle and 
beaten aow% the practice of 
Representation in these Realms. 
In a vast majority #f the New 
Elections the IVIob have been the 
Nominees^ returning, at the point 
of the bludgeon, a herd of pliant 
Creatures, “ bound hand and foot 
to serve as the passive instru- 
ments, and syllable the will and 
wisdom, of their Liege Lords. The 
New Parliament will consequently 
resemble rather a Convention of 
Delegates representing a single and 
the lowest order, than a Delibera- 
tive Assembly constituted by the 
various classes of the nation. How 
far its decrees may be sanctioned by 
the great body of the British Peo- 
FJUB (in the true sense of that much 
abii^d term,) remains to be seen. 

One singular resplt of the New 
Elections, contradictory in a signal 
manner of the avoued objects of 
B^orm,*' appears in the fact, that 
the existing system has proved in 
thb late struggle suiKciently ela^ic 
for the utmost elans of the £ri* 
berai" or Democratic principle. 
Here, at least, it has “worked 
well" — Refortnee and Reformer at 
one and the same lime I This is as- 
suredly an unexpected properjty of a 
system so “ rotten." But is there no 
rottenness in the puppets of the sys- 
tem ? Where^has lain "the vaunt- 
ed “ virtue" of “ The People" on 
former occasions ^ Dazzled as we 
are, forsooth, by its present blaze, 
hd\y.. comes it that a light so pure 
sho^d have been hitherto hidden 
UIb. Jouer. No. 31. Jure 1831. 


under a bushel ? Is there no room 
for Refoiln amongst the immaculate 
Electors, and tpust the Constitution 
alone suffer for the vices of a Con- 
stituency betraying the most flag- 
rant corrnption in those ranks which 
are the most ^clamorous for the 
“ Reform " of every thing — hiit 
themselves } 

As an offset to the preponder- 
ance of mere unreasoning clamour, 
and the logic of pliysical force dur- 
ing the nomination of the Now 
Parliament, the decided verdict of 
the three Universities — Oxford, 
Cambridge, and Dublin— each re- 
turning Constitutional Re])resenta- 
tives, affords ground of congratula- 
tion. This honourable fact proves, 
that where the exercise of deliberate 
opinion was permitted, reason as- 
serted its just predominance over 
transient passion. 

^ It is especially painful to note 
the moral degeneracy and political 
Decline of a Great Nation ; but we 
are bound to record that our Revo- 
lution has commenced amidst scenes 
of savage atrocity and sanctioned in- 
*timidauuii at Home : while Abroad 
ills hailed with complacent scoffs and 
malicious anticipations by our chuck- 
ling and no longer envious Rivals. 

The state of Ireland genewlly is 
unsettled, that of certain districts 
is frightful. The fruits of eternal 
agitation are 'apparent in a state of 
excitement now beyond the power 
even of the Arch- Agitator to con- 
trol. In Clare and the adjoining 
Counties the combined Peasantry 
liave displaced the authority of the 
Law,* and exercise a despotic and 
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ahnost ttm^sputed control over the tween France and Auatria appears 
livetrand properties of the reepect- to giin ground* 

Able .ihhamtants of all persnasions. The Sceptre. of Bei^qium^ re« 
bthOr times, perhaps, this Be- mains still in the> market, neither 
bellion would have been suppressed finally rejected nor accepted by 
with a prompt and strong hand ; Prince Leopold. In consec^nce 
but in the liberal spirit of the houf, of the restlessness of the Bdgians 
indiscriminate murder and incen- witli regard to the Duchy of Lux- 
diarism excised upon every ob- emburg, and their incessant aggres- 
noxious resident, the massacre of siuns on the Dutch frontiers, the 
devoted soldiers and policemen, the Commissioners of the Mediating 
suspension of business and labour. Powers have addressed a Paper to 
and, to crown all, 'pestilence and the Belgian Congress,'* couched in 
famine, produced by these very 'stronger and more explicit terms on 
causes in combination, are looked those points^ At Antwerp, some 
upon with folded arms as harmless offensive wo^s having been carried 
ebullitions or wbolv^some eruptitms on towards the citadel, contrary to 
which purify the Body Politic ! In the spirit of the Armistice, General 
this philosophic course shall we pro- Chasso, with the decision which has 
bably proceed till the Body Politic stamped his command throughout, 
itself be dismembered, and the iso- made a sortie from the citadel, and 
lated Heart of the System, bereft of took possession of the Lunette of 
sound support and vital energy, be St. Laurent upon which those works 
paralyzed and stagnate ! were appmjed. That commander has 

France.'— Each revolution of fartherthrcateried to repeat the bom- 
the moon produces some new move- bardment of Antwerp, should farther 
ment — some clash and culmination provocation justify such a measure, 
of the troubled waters of society in Poland. — Circumstances have 
France. The squabbles of cliildrcn again retarded the decisive shock 
for theij brittle baubles are not more between the llussian and Polish 
inept and restless than the caprices armies — ^but the’ relative situation 
and conflicts of this crazy People, of each proves both that it cannot 
An Ordonnance of the King for re- be fur distant, and that the 8Upe<* 
guluting the Distribution of a cer- riority rests with the former, 
tain Decoration, to^ be conferred After the operations described in 
imon the hole and corner Heroes of our last, Count Diebitsch, having 
the ** Three Days,'* and meant to made fresh arrangements,, again ad- 
produce a highly popular effect, was vunced upon Warsaw, threatening,* 
interpreted of course in a ^different* ^ Ve anticipated, the right flank of 
spirit by the patriots aforesaid, who Skrzynecki, who retreated with de- 
made tne Revolution, as they frank- liberation before him. The Russian 
ly proclaim, by no means for King Commander, however, at the mo- 
Philip, but for certain little pro- ment when his adversaries had sum- 
jects pf their own. Hence, another moned their best energies and last 
trooping of the lilob, and a counter- resources for a final struggle, and 
display of force and gasconade on when the prize appeared at least 
the part of the Perrier Government, in view, was compelled by the ez<< 
La Vendee is again in arms, and hausted state of the country, and 
fihe French King has been making the prevalence of disease amongst 
a Tour of Coucuiation through tlie his troops, suddenly discontinue 
Northern Provinces. . his forward movement, and again 

The probability of a war be- retire upon his convoys. 
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In the mean time, the corps of 
the enterprizing Polish partiswi 
Dwernicki, who had been operating 
a successful diirersion in Volhynia, 
was hard pressed by the Russian 
General Rudiger ; and having been 
forced to retire within the Neutral 
Territory of Galicia^ was constrained 
to lay down its arms^ according to 
international law^ and submit to 
the Austrian Authorities. Having 
placed his opponent hors-de-combai, 
Gen. lludi^r's corps is of*course 
disposable for the general purpdiictf 
of the campaign, whijp the loss of 
the former will necessarily be felt 
by the Polish main army. 

It a])pears that Cholera is ravage 
ing both armies, and naturally im-^ 
pedes their movements by diminish- 
ing their effective numbers. The 
Russian Emperor having, however, 
resolved on the conquest of War- 
saw, and subjugation of the Poles, 
coute qu’il cofHe, Count Diebitsch is 
mustering his forces, greatly rein- 
forced, for a renewed attempt ; and, 
on the present occasion, tlireatens 
the left flank of his gallant oppo- 
nent. 

The Earl of Munster. — We 
have great satisfaction in noticing 
the elevation of Colonel George 
Fitzclarrnce to*the Peerage — 
by the titles of Baron Tewkesbury, 
Viscount Fitzclarence, and Earl 
OF Munster— which dignities are 
also entailed in remainder upon his 
Lordship's three brothers, in defaAl| 
of male issue respectively. 

As a soldier of service— brave, 
zealous, and sincere, — ^liis comrades 
in general hail the becoming ad- 
vancement of Lord Munster with 
the cordial feeling of brothbr-sol- 
diers and fellow-campaigners : while 
those more intimately •acquainted 
with the manljr, ardent, and inde- 
fatigable character, and well-in- 
formed mind of the noble Peer, ^re 
enabled to estimate still more highly 
the propriety of hh unenvied ele- 
vatitm. 


Royal GzoojiAriJiCAf Socibty 
April — Lieut. Wndiiogton's 
paper on Morocco wasconduded. Its 
inbabitipits he divides into six dosses 
— Moors, Arabs, Shelluhs, Berebbers, 
Jews, and .Negroes, of each of which 
he gives a description. No govern- 
lyent is more despotic than that of the 
Sultan of Morocco, and fortunat<dy for 
the countiy, his judgment, which in 
the capital is always passed in person, 
is generally as correct as it is sum- 
mary. They have no standing army 
but the Sultan's body guiu‘d ; aiid when 
troops are re(]uired, the}* are called out 
from .imong the people,' but receive no 
pay for their services. They carry a 
long musket, whidi they use with 
great dexterity, iftid arc generally sure 
of their aim on horseback even at full 
speed. I'he pride of the Moor, as is 
well knou n, is his horse ; and Lieut. 
Wasliington speaks in high tenns of 
this useful animal. They never dock 
the tails of their horses, hut sometimes 
shave them, which gives the animal a 
very sibsurd appearance. I'he manes 
ore allowed to grow, and reach from 
two to two and a half feet in length ; 
and the tails sweep the ground, when 
they have not been subjected to the 
above practice. The horses are never 
w'orkea till they are four years old. 
The general price of a good horse is 
100 dollars, about 20L ; but they arc 
difficult to procure ; and none can be 
ex polled from the country without the 
Emperor's permission. The Barbary 
horse starts on a journey unfed, and 
without water. ^Having performed it, 
he is piqueted and unWdJed, but 
never unsaddled. lie is then allowed 
as much water as he can drink, with 
'barley ai^d broken straw thrown on 
the ground before him. He rarely or 
never lies down, nor sleeps; but yet 
he is spirited, and seldom broken- 
winded. The people are subject to 
many diseases, and are j^riodically 
visited by the plague, against whicn 
they will never take any precau- 
tions. 

A communication from Capt. King, 
on the subject of his late Scientific Ex- 
pedition to Patagonia and Terra del 
Fuego, was commenced. May 6th. 
The communication from Capt. King 
w'as concluded. On this subject a series 
s 2 
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of interesting papers has appeared in 
fp^er numbers of our Journal. Capt. 
King, gives a concise account of tne 
various authorities from which the 
charts of the coast have hitherto been 
constructed, .and considers those of 
Sir John Narborough and Cordova to 
be the most correct. Of the southeim 
Coast of the archipelago of Tierra dd 
Fuego, little was known except from 
the accounts of the Dutch Admiral 
Hermite, Cant. Cook, and ^fr. Wed- 
del. . The GV.‘lebrated voyage of Sar- 
miento, which was poi;formea at a time 
when the whole western coast was quite 
unknown, is mentioned in terms of ad- 
miration by ('apt. King, for its correct 
description. The perseverance through 
all difficulties which^^was displayed by 
Sarmiento in this dangerous coast, in 
the oldi. fashioned and clumsy ships of 
his time, with the mutinous crew he 
had to deal with, has certainly never 
been surpassed. The Cordillera of the 
Andes, which extends from the north- 
ern to nearly the southern extremity 
of the continent of South America, de- 
creases in elevation as it reaches the 
liigher southern latitudes. In the 
neighbourhood of Quito, the' moun- 
tains Chimborazo and Pinch! ncha rise 
to a height of nearly 22,000 feet. Near 
St. Jago, in Chili, the Andes are not 
higher than 14,000 feet. At Concep- 
tion, farther south, they, are still lower, 
and at Chiloe they average about 6000 
feet. Between Ohiloe and the Strait 
of Magellan, the height is about 3000, 
with some mountains in one or two 
places between five ihid six thousand 
feet high. The Guaianeco Islands, 
which rorm the southern shore of the 
gulf of Penas, formed an interesting 
part for the investigation pf Captain 
King, having been the place where the 
Wager, one of Lord Anson *s squadron, 
was formerly wrecked. The precise 
situation of the ;wrcck, Capt. King ob- 
serves, had hitherto been very v^uely 
known : a careful perusal, however, of 
Byron’s narrative, and Aguero’s ac- 
count of the missionary voyages in 
1779, will be sufficient to point out the 
place within a few miles. Capt. King 
considers it to have been on toe north 
side, and near the western end of the 
easternmost of the Guaianeco Islands, 
and which he consequently named 
Wager Island. At Port Santa Barba- 


ra, seventeen miles to the south of this 
group, a very old worn-eaten beam of 
a vessel was found, which was suppos- 
ed by him to have on^ belonged to 
that vessel. It was of English oak, 
and was thrown up above the high wa- 
ter-mark upon the rocks at the entrance 
of the )>ort. The missionaries esta- 
blished there hv/.e frequently f<mnd 
broken glass bottles, and other evident 
traces of the wreck of the Wager. 
Among tho principal discoveries made 
by Capt. King, are tw'o spacious lakes, 
w'hich extend to a considerable dis- 
tance inland from the wdstern shore (»f 
"the continent. One, named the Ot- 
way Water, is a large inland sea of 
salt water, about fifty miles in length ; 
this communicates by a narrow chan- 
nel with another, named the Sky ring 
Water, about thirty- four miles long 
and twenty wide Another opening 
extended to the north-west from Sky- 
ring Water, which Capt. King hnd not 
time to explore. "J'he tracks of horses 
were noticed in many places on the 
shores of these hikes, and the bones of 
Guanacoes were scattered about. The 
mountains near tlie middle of the Strait 
of Magellan are generally about 
3000 feet high, although some attain 
the height of 4000 feet. The line of 
perpetual snow in the strait was found 
to be about 3300 to 4000 feet above 
the sea. (Japt. King observed that 
those mountains whose height does 
not exceed 3000 feet, are frequently 
during the summer free from snow, 
excepting in their recesses, where a 
large quantity is accumulated by drift- 
ing, ai)d being protected from the ef- 
fects of the sun. Capt. King men- 
tions a circumstance relative to the 
^dhiperature of tho climate, which is 
very remarkable. During the summer 
he has been employed at his observa- 
tory the greater part of the night, 
when the thermometer has been ns 
low as the freezing point, both within 
and outside of it, and ^though not 
Warmly clad, he felt no sort of incon- 
venience from the cold ; and, in the 
winter-time also, the thermometer has 
been at 24, without ahy inconvenience 
being felt. He attributee this t<) the 
peculiar stillness of the atmosphere on 
thi "coast, although at a short distance 
at sea, in the offing, the wind was 
high. There are other peculiarities 
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in this climate which also attracted the above described was covered with a 


attention of Capt. King. One is the 
extraordinary warmth of the sea near 
its surface compared with the state of 
the atmosphere. In the pionth of 
June, a difference of 30 degrees was 
found between the temperature af 
each ; the cofisequence of which is^ 
that the sea is covered with a cloud 
of steam, and may in some measure 
acc<»unt for the prevalence of fogs. 
Another extraordinary circumstance 
relating to tl^ climate is^ Jthat parrots 
and humming-birds^ generally the Jn% 
habitants of warm regions, are numer- 
ous in the southern and western parts 
<}f the Strait ; they were even observed 
on the wing during a snow shower, 
and after a constant succession of rain, 
snow, and sleet ; the latter have been 
soon sipping the sweets of the Fuschia 
and other flowers while the thermo- 
meter was at the freezing-point. 

A letter was next read from Lieut. 
Glennie, dated at Guanaxuato, giving 
the account of a visit to the Pyramids 
of I'eotihualcan from Mexico. Lieut. 
Glennie makes this plac^ in latitude 
1 9^ 42" N. and longitude 98^ 51" £., the 
variation of the needle 9” 49" K., and 
its elevation 7492 feet above the sea. 
The pyramids are.distant about a mile 
and a half from the village, the largest 
of which was found to be 727 feet 
square at its base, and height 221 feet, 
with two of its sides parallel to the 
meridian. A raropare of about 30 feet 
in height surrounds this pyramid at 
the distance of 350 feet from its base, 
on the north side of whush are the re- 
mains of a flight of steps, with a road 
leading from them in a northerly di- 
rection, covered with a white cemeiitf 
The remains of steps were also found 
on the pyramids, which were also co- 
vered with the^ same sort of white de- 
ment, as well as broad terraces extend- 
ing across the sides. The number of 
pyramids surrounding the large one 
were* estimated by Mr. Glennie at 
above two hundred, varying in their 
dimensions. They are alPconstructed 
with volcanic stAues and plaster from 
the adjacent soil. They are coated 
with white cement, and the groun41^ 
tween their bases seems formcrl)^o 
have been occupied ps streets, hei>^ 
also covered with the same sort of 
ment. A smaller pyramid than that 


kind of broken pottery, ornamented 
with various figures and devices, and 
in the neighlurnrhoods of these edifices 
abundance of small figures were found, 
such SIS heads, arms, legs, &e. moulded 
in clay, and hardened by being burnt. 
They are collected by the Indians, and 
sold to persons who visit the pyramids. 
The Mineral del Monte was visited by 
Mr. Glenipe, after proceeding through 
the town of Zempoala, Vhich is in 
ruins. The place, according to the 
observations of Capt. Vetch, is in lat* 
20® 8" N. and Ion. 0° 28" E. of Mexico. 
Its height above the sea is 9052 feet 
Mr. Glennie thus describes a visit to 
one of the minef called El Lomo del 
Toro, near Zimapan. It belongs to the 
Conde de Regia, and is one of those 
which are worked by the Real del 
Monte Company for the purpi»se of 
procuring lead fV)r smelting the silver 
ore obtained from a mine hard by. 
The situation of this mine is very ex- 
traordinary. It is on one of the per- 
pendicular sides of a ravine about 400 
yards deep, and so narrow, that at 200 
yards above the river, which flows in 
the bottom of it, stones could easily bo 
thrown against the opposite side. A 
succession of stairs, built against the 
side of the ravine, enabled the mules 
to descend about 200 yards, when they 
became too steep, and the rest were 
descended on foot. 

Oil the conclusion of the above pa- 
pers, an interesting discussion took 
place respecting* the fact, stated^ by 
Capt. King, of the humming-l)ird|s 
being found so far south as the Strait 
of MagellHii. That these little doli- 
bate creatures should be sporting about 
where the snow is on the ground, and 
the thermometer nearly at the freezing- 
point, bespeaks something very extra- 
ordinary in the climate of that part. 
Capt. King presented the .Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mr. Greenought, with one of 
these birds, which he had preserved 
and stuffed. The subject of the pyra- 
mids also was discussed, and the cir- 
cumstance of hieroglyphic characters 
being on the face of some of them^ 
was considered as gnalo^us to those 
of Egypt, and that, if they could be 
tninslated, they would afford a descrip- 
tion of various particulars relating to 
their structure. « 
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Tub River Niger.— The great 
question respecting the course of the 
Niger, which has puzzled geography 
and literature for many centuries, ap- 
pears at last to have been determined. 
The annexed letter from Mr. Fisher, 
surgeon of the Atholl, well known to 
the world for his own interesting voy- 
ages and travels, to the Editor of the 
Literary Gazette^ we have considered 
of sufficient authenticity and importance 
toextractfroAi that esteemed Periodical. 

His Majesty's Ship Atholl, at Sea, 
Bight of Biafra, Feb. S, 1831. 

Dear Sir, — 1 take the opj^rtunity 
of writing you a few lines, by a vessel 
that we have just now met on her way 
to England. My object in writing in 
this hasty manner is to acquaint you, 
that the grand geographical problem 
respecting the termination of the Niger 
is at length solved. 

The Landers, after having reached 
Youri, embarked in a canoe on the 
Niger, or, as it is called there, the 
Ouarra, and came down the stream un- 
til they reached the sea, in the Bight 
of Biafra. The branch by which they 
came to the coast is called the Nun, or 
Brasse River, being the first river 
to the eastward of Cape Formosa. On 
their way down the river, they were 
attacked by the Hibboos, (a fierce na- 
tion that inhabits its banks,) and made 
prisoners or rather captives; but the 
King of Brasse happening to be in 
that country buying slaves, got them 
released, by giving the jirice of six 
slaves for each of them. In the scuffle 
that ensued at the time they were 
taken, one of them lost. his journal. 

Whilst at Youri they got the Prayer- 
book that belonged to Mr. Anderson, 
the brother-in-law and fellow-traveller 
of the celebrated Mungo Park. They 
were upwards of a month at Fernando 
Po, whence they embarked, about ten 
days ago, ir an English merchant-ves- 
sel bound to Rio Janeiro, on their way 
to England. From their taking that 
eircuitoiis route, I am in hopes that 
this will reach you before they arrive, 
by which you will probably have it in 
your power to give the first news of this 
important discovei^. 

i do not recollect any thing else 
to acquaint you with that is worthy of 
notice ; and even if 1 did, I have lio 
time to mention as the boat by 


which I send this (to the vessel) is just 
this moment ordered away. 

I must therefore bid. you adieu for 
the present ; and bdieve me, dear Sir, 
yours very sincerely, 

Alexander Fisher. 
c Presentation of Silver Kettle 
Drums to the Snd Life Guards. — 
Soon after his present Majesty came 
to the throne, he expressed his desire 
of presenting the Household Brigade 
with some mark of his royal favour. 
When^he understood that King George 
the Third had, on a fonner occasion, 
presented the Blues with a pair of sil- 
ver kettle-drums, he determined to 
confer on each of the regiments of 
Life-Guards a similar honour. The 
drums were Ordered of Mr. Key, last 
October ; the pattern being decided on 
while his Majesty was at the I’aviliori 
at Brighton. 

The drums were no sooner manufaC'- 
tured, than his Majesty fixed an early 
day for presenting them ; the ceremo- 
ny took place accordingly on the 0th 
of May. 

A guard of honour, composed of an 
equal number of'tbe 1st Life-Guards 
and Blues, under the command of Cap- 
tain Bouverie, marched from London 
to Windsor, on thq 5th. On Friday 
morning, the 2iid Life-Guards an!l 
Coldstream-Gunrds marched to the 
little park, and formed line, facing the 
Eastern terrace. 

llie ground Was kept by the 6th 
Lancers. The terrace being opened, 
was crowded with respectable specta- 
tors ; of whom the Eton boys, who had 
a holiday given them on the occasion, 
formed a conspicuous part. At half- 
•past eleven o’clock, the royal party 
arrived upon the ground, escorted by 
the guard of honour, in state uniforms. 
The royal cort^e formed a brilliant 
B[)ectacle : it consisted of six or sevep 
open carriages-and-four, with outriders. 
His Majesty, His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Cumberland, His Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Gloucester, IVince 
Leopold, thb Princes. George of Cum- 
berland and George of Cambridge, 
Lord Hill, and the Staff of the Army 
pttsent, were all dressed in military 
uworro. After giving a royal salute, 
troops formed into three sides of a 
square ; the cen^e side being the Cold- 
stream-Guard^ two squadrons of the 
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. 2iid Life-Guards the two flanks, and 
the royal party facing the square 
fonned the fourth side. The silver 
kettle-drunis Were carried to the 
ground by non-commissioned officers 
of the 2nd Life-Guards, and escorted 
by a detachment of the Coldstream- 
Guards. His Majesty, having called 
the officers of the 2fid Life-Guards^ to 
the front, made them an appropriate 
and elegant speech of considerable 
length ; giving a history%f»the regi- 
ment, from its origin in the reign of 
King Charlee II. to the jirescift time: 
and that from their uniform good-eon» 
duct and excellent discipline in the 
Peninsula, where they served for two 
campaigns, although not called upon to 
take part in any general action, and 
also .for their brilliant and heroic 
.'ichievcments on the ever-memorable 
liehl of Waterloo, he had great satis- 
faction in showing his approbation of 
the services of the regiment, by now 
presenting them with a pair of silver 
kettle-drums. The drums were then 
put on the horse, and God save the 
King*’ was immediately played by the 
famous Russian chromatic trumpet- 
band of the 2nd Life-Guard.s, (the 
only one in England,) in which the 
drums performed their part with bril- 
liant enect. The troops then marched 
past their Majesties, then passed by 
threes, and returned to their quarters, 
ller Majesty, and the ladies of her 
distinguished party, remained in their 
carriages during th^ presentation and 
the marching past. His Majesty and 
all the military officers were on foot. 
The day being fine, added greatly to 
the beauty and brilliancy of the scene. 
The massive and noble pile of buil^ing,^ 
the castle, the magnificent trees, nw* 
in full foliage, the extensive landscape, 
the militar 3 r array of the troops, the 
dazzling brightness and reflection of 
the sun’s rays on the cuirasses, hel- 
mets, bayonets, lances, &c. and the 
royal corUge with its escort, altogether 
presented a most brilliant spectacle. 
An eminent artist was on the ground, 
who will shortly bring out two or three 
views of the interesting and splendid 
scene. The officers of the 2nd J^ife- 
Guards had the distinguished honour 
of being invited to dine with his Ma- 
jesty on that day. I'he {Japtain of the 
Guard of honour was promoted^to a 


Brevet Majority, in honour of the 
occasion. The dinner was laid out 
in St. George’s Hall, and was iwly 
magnificent. All the gold plate, pla- 
teaux, and ormolu chandeliers and or- 
naments were displayed. Between 
sixty and seventy sat down to dinner, 
Among whom were the distinguished 
officers before-mentioued as having 
been present at the morning’s ceremo- 
ny, and also the field-officers of the 
Cydstream Guards, the Colonel of the 
Dth Lancers, and many other Officers 
of distinction. • The elfect of the din- 
ner-table, loiided as it was by so great 
a display of plate, and the numerous 
military unitorxns, orders, &c. com- 
posed a most brilliant coup-d’oeil. On 
the chimney-picte were the silver ket- 
tle-drums, and the standards of the 2nd 
Life Guards : with branches of iauit>l. 
In one gidlery at the head of St. 
George’s Hall, was tlic band of the 2nd 
Life Guards: Her Majesty and the la- 
dies of the Court appeared for some time 
in the gallery at the opposite end of the 
hull. His Majesty made many excel- 
lent speeches in the course of the even- 
ing, and proposed the healths of the 
Dukes of Cumberland and Cambridge, 
Prince Leopold, Duke of Wellington, 
Lord 1 1 ill. Sir J ames Kempt, Earl Cath- 
cart. Colonel of the 2nd Life (ruards, 
the Earl of Kusslyn, Colonel of the 9th 
Lancers, also Lord Howe, and the Y eo- 
manry of England. His Majesty gene- 
rally ordered the tune after each tosist, 
selecting that which he thought the 
most appropriate. The Duke of Cum- 
berland proposed the health of the 
Household Brigade.” The party broke 
up, and retired to the Drawing Ilopms, 
where Her Majesty and the Ladies-in- 
waiting* were seated at their various 
works and amusements. About twelve 
o’clock the party broke tiji. His Ma- 
jesty intends to have a similar cere- 
mony at the presentation of the Kettle 
Drums to the 1st Life Guards. The 
drums cost about 1500/., are very mas- 
sive, of great size, exquisitely emboss- 
ed and chased, and have ap excellent 
tone. His Majesty was in good health 
and spirits, and seemed to enjoy Hie 
whole scene. 

Dreadful Hurricane experi- 
BNCE1> BV THE HON. EaST InUIA 
Company’s Ship Reliance. — The 
Hofi. Company's Shqi Reliance, on her 
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voyag<s ffom China^ encountered a 
idreHafiil tnrrricane in let 18^ S. Ion. 
' 95^ E. In our last number will be 

found A narrative of a similar misfor-^ 

tune which occurred to tho Company’g 
Ehip Bridgewater nearly in the same 
latitude and longitude. The extraor- 
dinary circumstance of hurricanes oefl 
earring in two successive years in the 
heart of the south-east trade^ has at- 
tracted the tiotice of nautical men, and 
we have been requested to give inser- 
tion to the following extracts from the 
log of the Reliance^ an a warning to 
navigators in running from the north- 
eastward, through the southern tropic. 
The Reliance left Java Head on the 
30th Dec. last, and got into the south- 
east trade in lat. 10® 3b' S. Ion. 101® 30' 
E., which blew steadily until the 10th 
of Jan. so as to enable' the ship to run 
790 miles in four days. The wind 
then became lighter, and veered to 
east and north-eastward, with fine wea* 
ther ; barometer 29® 90 ' ; at noon, lat. 
17® 14' S. Ion. 86® 49' K. Jan. lUh, 
Tuesday at noon, wind north-east, and 
all possible sail set. The weather had 
a fair appearance, with some gather- 
ing clouds, but none to indicate other 
change than what we naturally ex- 
pected — the trade-wind’s return to its 
proper quarter of south-east, which a 
gradual decline of the barometer in- 
duced us to look for. At sun-set, tofjk 
in the first reefs of the topsails : du- 
ring the first watch, the breeze in- 
creasing, with passing clouds and 
quicksilver falling, aU the smaller 
sails, top-gallant sails, and lower stud- 
ding sails were taken in : towards mid- 
night, weather more unsettled, with 
sudden increase of wdnd : the barome- 
ter failing to 29 deg. all hands were 
turned ini to prepare for a gale. Royal 
yards, f(>re and mizen top-gallant 
yards, gaff and mizen top-gallant masts 
were got down, flying jilnboom being 
already in. The mainsail and mizen 
topsail were blunted, and attempts 
made to furl the fore and main top- 
sails, but they were soon blown away : 
at two A. M. scudding under the fore- 
sail until three, when the gale being 
'too violent, it blew to atoms in the 
act of hauling it up. The storm now 
vs^d with fury. Barometer down to 
R8® 70' . Hove to on the larboard 
tack ; set the small ]mmps to wfirk. 


and rigged the chain ones. The sea 
had now risen to mountains, without 
regularity of motion. It blew a bur- 

ricane, and the many advere gidas hi. 

therto witnessed gaVe no idea how 
terrific this was; all the top-gallant 
masts . were blown away, and the lar- 
board quarter boat up to the mizen- 
top*; the other to leeward soon vanish- 
ed. The roaring of the wind was ap- 
palling, laying the ship on her beam- 
ends, andetlie lower yard-arms in the 
heavy sea, which overwhelmed and 
flowed over her, tearing away all her 
lee barricading, and nearly lifting tho 
sheet anchor on board. Heavy vo- 
lumes of water falling over us, inun- 
dated both decks (althoiigli every 
hatchway was w'ell battened down), 
and the weight and pressure of it evi- 
dently opened the seams of the side, 
and water-ways, so that it found its 
way below. The well vraa narrowly 
watched, but no water of consequence 
accumuLated in it, until tho ship was 
completely water-logged ; when it be- 
came necessary to work the chain- 
pumps, and for some hours the whole 
crew merely prevented its gaining ujv 
on us ; then was their apprehension 
that a leak had sprung or butt-head 
started, it being too evident, by the 
deep colour of the water delivered, that 
damage had been done to the cargo ; 
and as she lay long gunwale in the sea 
rolling over to leeward, left a weight 
too great to admit of her rising on it. 
But at times, whe'fl temporarily extri- 
cated from this overwhelming load, 
she rode comparatively easy, and with- 
out much straining ; and it may be bc- 
ileyed that the great strength of. the 
ship, with her other good qualities as 
a ^sea-boat, added to the buoyancy of 
a tea cargo, saved her from imminent 
peril. It is surprising that cither tiie 
top or lower masts stood ; and, how- 
ever distressing this loss would after- 
wards have proved, we could not but 
wish occasionally that the former might 
give way, as for some time it seeftied 
the only means of the ship righting, 
when every giist blew harder, if possi- 
ble, than the preceding one, and it 
appeared almost necessary to part with 
tne .masts to save tlie hull, which 
hove been inevitable if our fears 
leak had been verified, 
and active as ail the ofiicci's 
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and crew were, human efforts were 
vain, except in working the large 
pumps, and this fatiguing labour re<- 

(juired every strength. After the day 

dawned, the wind changed its direc- 
tion to tho S.W. blowing with the 
same fury. The pumps merely kept 
the water in the well from increasing; 
for although, wheiidt could be forced 
out, theiy delivered au immense quan- 
tity, great part returned back from 
the ship lying bodily on hempide. Be- 
tween 9 and 10 a.m. the severity of 
the hurric4iue abated, and tho4)arome- 
ter indictitea a favourable though ^»dl 
appearance of change: the sliip be- 
came somewhat more upright, and was 
pumped out dry, wiiich gave us the 
pleasing assurance that she was free 
from leak, and that the water that had 
been in her came from the excessive 
straining during the storm. 'J"ho wind 
gradually drew round from noon to the 
N.IV. with drizzling rain, and blew up 
again into a common gale: towards 
nightfall the barometer rose, the wind 
lesseneil, and the sea became more 
tranquil towards morning, and at day- 
light the quicksilver w*as up to 60', 
having been so low during the hurri- 
cane as 50'. The extreme vitdence 
of tho storm continued about twelve 
hours. 

Presentation of Colours to 
THE Thirtieth Regiment. — This 
ceremony took place at Ashton-under- 
Line (the head-quarters of the regi- 
ment), on the 5tn af April. The re- 
giment being paraded, and the new co- 
lours brought to the ground, the con- 
secration prayer was delivered in an 
impressive manner by the Rev. J. 
Haridforth, the colours being held by 
two colour-serjeants, . without 
unfurled. 

The colours were then handed to 
Lieut.-Coloufl Powell, Rnsigns ad- 
vanced a few paces, and the Lieut.- 
Colonel, holding a (Miloiir in eai:h hand, 
addressed them in nearly thp follow- 
ing terms : — 

It was my intention -that these co- 
lours should hiPre been presented to you 
by one not mure elevated in rank, but in 
other respects better qualified for the task, 
more particularly tliat of addressing you 
on such an occasion. • . 

Particular circurasttpices 


vented the fiiAfilinent of my wisbesy and 
particular circumstances require that It 
should be no lunger delayed. But how- 
ever exalted in rank, or however talented 

that person might be, this 1 will venture 
to say, he could not have at heart the in- 
terest of his Majesty's service, dr that of 
the 30th Regiment in particular, more 
*than I have. 

“ An uninterrupted service of twenty- 
seven years in the 30th Regimfnt, natu- 
rally creates in me a strong and warm at- 
tachment* for every thing that relates to 
the welfare and hapjnness of every indi- 
vidual connectud with it. These, and 
these alone, are all I have to oifer, and 
will, I trust, claim from you some share 
of honour iu receiving your colours from 
the hands of so humble an individual. 

In preseutiAg them to you, permit 
me to remind you of the very great and 
important trust coiriiuitted to your cure. 
Their safety should he as inviolably sacred 
to you ns your life. They are the rnl* 
lying |)oint for every thing that is dear 
and honourable to a soldier. They sti- 
mulate all to a defence of their King and 
countiy, and as their loss would l>e at- 
tended with disgrace, so would their de- 
fence l>e honourable and glorious to yon. 

Satisfied that in your hands they will 
remain unsullied (as those of the regiment 
ever have done), 1 therefore commit them 
to your charge, confident that you will, 
(its it is your duty to do,) under every 
danger and difficulty tliat may arise, pro- 
tect them to the last drop of your blood. 
And may God Almighty assist and pro- 
tect you in the discharge of so Just, glo- 
rious, and lioiiourahle an undertaking!*’ 

The Ensigna kneeling received the 
colours, and after they were thus con- 
fided to the regiment, and they had 
been taken to tlieir proper place in 
the line, three rouiid.s as 
were fuged — drums beating “ a point of 
war/’ betv^een each, and at the con- 
clubioii, the build playing the first part 
of “ God save llie King.” 

Line then formed three sides of a 
square, and Licut.-Colonel PoweU ad- 
dressed the regiment in *the follovring 
words : — 

Having now entrusted to your care 
your ucw colours, it is only necessary for 
tnc, ill addition to what 1 have already 
said, to bring to your recollection the 
brilliant services, the honour tfiid glory, 
heretofore achieved by the 30th Regiment, 
under their former banners ; and 1 make 
uo jouht, that when, or wherever your 
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King and country may cairfor your ser- 
vioeSy you wttl emulate your brother soU 
dieiri ' ni their honourable and glorious 

carw." 

. The scene was grand and impres- 
sive;' a vast concourse of persons were 
present on the occasion. In the even- 
ing the oiiicers ^ve a grand ball ai 
the theatre, which was handsomely 
and most tastefully decorated for Uie 
occasion. It was very numerously 
and fashionably attended^ and went 
with great 

Q Royal Naval Scii5ol. — mcet- 
''ing was held on Friday, tlie 29th ult. 
at the Thatched-House Tavern^ St. 
James's-street, Loddon, preliminary 
to the establishment pf a Sclioul for 
the education of the sons of Naval and 
Marine Officers. The late Admiral Sir 
J. S. Yorke took the chair, and a series 
of resolutions were passed in further- 
ance of this desirable object. The ad- 
vantages and paramount necessity of 
this national undertaking were for* 
ciblv and eloauentljr urged by the 
noble and gallant individuals who 
moved and seconded the resolutions. 
Many gentlemen interested in the 
welfare of the navy, offered their in- 
‘iluence in aid of the object of the 
meeting, which was finally adjourned 
to the 14th of June. 

The following resolutions were una- 
nimously agreed to. 

Ist. Moved by Capt. the Right Uoii. 
Lord Selsey, and seconded by the Right 
Hon. Lord Varnborough, — That the esta- 
blishmeiit of a scliool, at whicli the sons 
of naval and marine olGcers might be cdu- 
oa^d in a manner bedtling tlieir present 
condition and future prospects in life, at a 
moderate expense, has long been felt to be 
highly desirable; and would beH>f great 


different branches of knowledge now 
taught to young people of the more re- 
spectable cutsses, combined with ntotical 
instruction^ and be unde^ the super^- 
tendeuce o£ a head master, a graduate of 
one of the Universities, and that one of - 
the masters of the Institution shall be a 
clergyman of the Chnrch of England, to 
aclPas cliaplaiu to the establisliment. 

4th. Moved by Admiral iSotherori, 
and seconded by Capt. Skipsey, R.N. — 
That the bankers and navy agents be 
requested % ^pen books to receive the 
itames of those officers and other persons 
who are ^willing to aid this^idcsirable ob- 
ject,,, and that the funds be raised by 
shares of twenty-five pounds donations, 
and annual subscriptions, and that such 
suhscriptions commence on the first duy 
of June instant. 

‘‘ iitli. Moved by Vice-Admiral Sir 
Edward Codrington, U.C.U. and seconded 
by Vu»-Admirul Jiiimbert, That the 
King having been graciously pleased to 
signify liis approval of the principle of this 
institution, and that it was deserving of 
the eiicourageiuout it had experienced, the 
First Lord of tlio Admiralty be respect- 
fully requested to solicit llis Majesty^s 
most gnicioiis patronage of tlie proposed 
institution, and that the chairman of this 
meeting take the earliest opportunity to 
communicate with Sir James Graham ou 
the subject, and report at the next meeting 
his Majesty's i^'ply. 

“ 6th, Moved by Ur. Dobson, Surgeon 
of Greenwich lIospit{il, and seconded by 
liieut. Westropp, SecreUiry to the Royal 
Humane Society, — That copies of these 
resolutions be print?*!, and inserted in the 
Portsuiouth and Devuiiport Papers, and in 
the Times and Courier . and that the 
l^ords Commissioners of the Admiralty and 
the Lords of His Majesty's Treasury he 
respectfully requested to forward the ^iiie 
to the Commaiulers-in-Chief on the foreign 
aiftt home stations, and to the officers of 


^vantages to the navy and to the coun- 
ttfi and that none be admitted into this 
p^roposed institution but the sons of offi- 
cers holding not lower than ward- room 
rank on board His Majesty's ships. 

^ 9nd. Moved by the Right Hon. Rear- 
Admiral Lord James O’Rrien, and se- 


the Coast Guard of the United Kingdom, 
and that the Clmirmun of this meeting 
communicate with these Ijoards to this 
effect. 

7th, Moved by Sir Edward Godriiig. 
ton, and ponded by Vice-Admiral Lam- 
bert. — That the thanks of the service in 


oonded by Rear-Admiral Tollemache, — 
That the whole expense for the board and 
education of eacli pupil, who will be ad- 
mitted from the age of ten years, shall 
not exceed twenty-five iiounds annually. 

3rd. AlOved by Admiral Sir 'rhomas 
.If^illiamH, K.C. B. aud seconded by Capt. 
Francis Beaufort, R,N. — That the educa- 
tion shall comprise all the olements',or the 


general are duo to Commander W. 11. 
Dickson, for the unremitting and i^erae- 
vering exertions which Ho has used for 
the establishment of the proposed Insti- 
tution. 

8ch. Moved by Vice-Admiral Sir 
Charles . Rowley, Bart. K.C.B»- and sc- 
Gbi^d4(lhy Capt. John Tower. — That this 
do now adjoiirn to the 14th day 
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of June next, at thU place, when Com- 
inasder Dickeon will make a Report of the 
pmgroBU of the undertaking, and a Com- 
mittee of Management will be appointed 
to further tlie objects of the proposed Es- 
tablishment ; and tliat Admiral Sir J. S. 
Yorke be requested to take the chair on 
the occasion, at one o'clock.** « 

• 

Nbw Town of Landport, near 
Portsmouth. — The inhabitants of 
these suburbs of Portsmouth hither- 
to partially designated as Half- way 
Houses, having sustained much incon- 
venience and loss from* the want of a 
more appropriate name, with tlid con- 
sent oi several persons, though not 
resident, possessing property therein, 
have determined on calling that exten- 
sive district Landport, being, as they 
C4>Dsider, more express! \'e or its local- 
ity than the name lately attempted to 
be given to it. This district will com- 
prise all the ground on the London 
road from the water-w'orks to the poor- 
house, leaving out Kingston Cross, 
Bucklaiid, Fratton, and Southsea. 
The Flatliouses will be included in 
tlie new town of Landport, but the 
hamlet near Uyerle/s mill will conti- 
nue to be called llsidmore. 

liiVER GuayaquiXc. — The tide in 
the river Ouajraquil, in South Ameri- 
ca, runs sometimes at the rate of seven 
miles per hour; by which means the 
delusion of the apparent motion of 
fixed objects is very great. A vessel 
coming down tb(¥ river with a fair 
wind, and under easy sail, will run at 
the rate of eight miles per hour, and 
in consequence of the nai'rowness of 
the channels in SOme parts of the river, 
istibliged to pass rather close to the 
shores ; thus the trees on the ^iq^iks 
appear to be fiying past her at the rate 
of fifteen miles per hour. Notwith- 
standing this velocity, it is impossible 
to approaclf, within any short distance, 
the numerous alligators which lie bask- 
ing in the mud on the banfes, appear- 
ing like the trunks of dead trees. 
Their sense of the approach of straii- ^ 
ers is so great, that they immediately 
ive into tHb river and arc no nioro 
seen. It is seldom possible to get 
more than one shot at them with a 
musket. 1'he ball bounds off their 
scaly ^des as it strikes them, and they 
suddenly disappear * in the muddy 
water or the riven 


Commanders Royal Navy.— T he 
Lords Commissioners of the Admir^« 
ty^ by a memorandum dated l^Iay 1st) 
have directed that no oificer holding 
tho rank of Commander shall be ap- 
pointed to serve as second Captain m 
•any post-ship, unless he shall have al- 
ready commanded one of His Miyes- 
ty’s sloops for the space of three years, 
or shall have served three years as 
first Lieutenant of one of His Majes- 
ty’s sea-going ships of either of the 
six rated clasqps. 

Turtle Caichers on the Coast 
OF I>AKiF.N. — At San Bias, on the 
Coiist of Darien, a small settlement of 
Indians is established for the sole pur- 
pose of taking turtle. The settlement 
is situated among a group of kays, and 
has a small but very secure harbour, 
in which coasters may safely ride. It 
is under the maii;igement of throe 
English, tw'o American, and three (Co- 
lumbian traders, who make a vast pro- 
fit from the shell. The quantity of 
tortoise-shell taken by them amounts 
on an average to 15,000 ll>s. per year, 
the value of which is about * 29 , 000 /. 
'i’hc produce of their employment va- 
ries very much according to the nature 
of the season, as in some years they 
take as much as 32 , 000 /. worth of sliell; 
an enormous produce for one out of 
the many like establishments on this 
coast. It is a curious fact, that the 
handsomest shell, and consequently 
the most valuable, is stripped from the 
animal while living, the beauty of the 
shell always becoming less as the ani- 
mal dies. The dreadful torture which 
the creature endures by tho operation 
finds no consideration in the niinds of 
the trj^ders. 

Humanity of a British NavAl 
Offic K R. While the Cunfiaiice steam- 
er, Lieut. Belson, R.N. was on her pas- 
sage out to the Mediterranean, with the 
mails, in the monui of November last, 
off Cape Fiiiisterre, in* the middle of 
the night she fell in with a large diip 
partly dismasted. On coming within 
nail of the Confiance, her captain ac- 
quainted Lieut. Belson that she was 
the Loire,' French transport, having 
five hundred troops on board, from the 
idand of Guadaloupe, bauhd to Brest. 
That they were in the greatest possi- 
ble distre^, as, in addition tu the los.s 
of her muiximas|, rigging, &c. the ship 
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was very leaky, and the crew nearly 
exhausted frcm fatigue at the piimpa ; 
aind that unless the Conftaiice would 
afford them assistance, she must go 
down before they could reach any port. 
Vlfith the characteristic humanity of a 
British seaman, and notwithstanding ^ 
his having the mails on board, Lieut. 
Iklson determined to take her in tow : 
but as it was then blowing a gale of 
wind, with a heavy sea running, he lay 
by her till mojpiing, when he Succeed- 
ed in getting a hawser on board of her. 
The gale, however, increasing, and the 
ship’s crew being much exhausted, and 
but indifferent seamen, considerable 
fears were entertained of her running 
foul of the littfc bark, %o that for the 
three following nights Lieut. Belson 
never quitted the deck. One hawser 
was curried away in towing, and he 
was subsequently obliged to make use 
of the ship’s own cable, the getting of 
which on board in such tempestuous 
weather, with so small a number of 
men, was an undertaking of the great- 
est difficulty. After having kept her 
in tow for five days, he succeeefed in 
carrying her into Lisbon. ’Fhe French 
Consul at that port, gratefully sensible 
of the services Lieut. Belson liad ren- 
dered, after returning him public 
thanks, reported the circumstance to 
his Government. The King of France, 
duly appreciating such an act of hu- 
manity, would have granted him the 
order of the Legion of Honour, but, 
having ascertained that he would not 
be permitted by his own Court to wear 
it,, unless it hsid been obtained in ac- 
tion, ordered a handsome gold medal 
to be struck, and presented to him by 
the French Ambiissador, Prince Tal- 
leyrand, through the Secretary bf • the 
JBShjE^lish Board of Admiralty, accoin- 
patiiefl by a suitable letter on the occa- 
sion. The inscription on the medal is 
<is follows. On one side a likenq|s of the 
King, of France ; round it, ''Xnuise- 
PhBippe 1st. Koi des Frativuis.’^ On the 
reverse — Miiiistcre de la Marine." 
** Henri F. Belson, Lieutenant de la 
Marine Iloyale Anglaise." **Pour 
avoir secouru un batiment Fran^ais 
demat^, et en danger de perir. 1831.’^ 
Rkviseo Cavalry Movements. — 
A Bo^rd of General Officers has been 
directed to assemble for the purpose pf 
examining and deciding upon ine Re- 
vised Cavalry Movemeats. 


(Jhanobs in the Stations 6p 
Corps since our i.ast. — 5Snd Dra- 
goon Gusirds from Manchester to 
Leeds; 5th Dragoon Guards from Dub- 
lin to Dundalk ; 6th Dragoon Guards 
from Cork to Limerick; 3rd Light 
Dragoons from Leeds to Newcastle on 
Tyhe ; 10th Hussa^ fnmi Prescott to 
Manchester; 4th Foot from Northamp- 
ton to Chatham ; 34th Foot Depot from 
Limerick to (Hare Castle; 35th Foot 
Depot from Devonport to Plymoutli; 
47th Foot from Portsmouth to Edin- 
burgh ; ^Oth Foot Depot from Clon- 
mfiil to Naas; 69th Foot from Cork to 
Fermoy; 71st Foot J>ep5t fnnn Edin- 
burgh to Glasgow ; 75th Foot ]>epdt 
from Sheeriiess to Chatham ; Slst 
Foot DepAt from Chatham to Ports- 
mouth; 89th Foot arrived from Ma- 
dras; and to Canterbury; 91st Foot, 
ffrst divisimi arrived from .lamaicaj 
and to Portsmouth ; 94th Foot Depot 
from C'hatham to Shcerness. 


ARRIVALS, SAILINGS, AND IN- 
CIDKNTS IN THE FLEET. 

Portsmouth , — April lytli. Arrived the 
Pike schooner, Lieut. Wigly, from Cork. 

April 19th. Arrived the Donegal, 
76, Capt. Dick, from the Downs. 

April 20th. Arrived the Blonde, 46, 
Capt. Sir Thomas Pasley, (acting) froin 
the Mediterranean Station ; sailed the St. 
Vincent, 120, Capt. Senhouse, with the 
ilag of the lion. Sir Henry Hotham, for 
the Mediterranean. 

A pril 2 1 St. Arrived the Linnet cutter ; 
BSiiled the Pallas, 42, Capt. 51. S. Dixon, 
for Plymouth. 

April 24tli. Arrived tlie Starling cut- 
ter, from Guernsey. 

‘AP,*!' 25th. Sailed the Aleteor steain- 
vessel, to Plymouth ; the St. Vincent, 
120, Capt. Senhouse, was towed out of 
liarboiir. 

April 26Lh. Arrived the ''tenders Ra- 
ven and Highflyer, from Newhaven, with 
stores. 

April 2?th. Sailed the AmpIiitrJte 
transport, to the Eastward. 

April 20th. Arrived the Victor, Com- 
niaiider 11. Keaife, from th^West Indies ; 
arrived the 51eteor steam-vessel, from 
Plymoutli; sailed the Raven and High* 
flyer, for Newhaven. 

April 29th. Sailed tlie Meteojt.8team- 
vessm, for Plymouth. 

April 30th( Sailed the Siii|M* cutter, 
oil a cruise. 

Alay 1st. Arrived the Columbia steam- 
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vessel, from Plymouth ; sailed the Starling 
cutter^ for Chatham. 

May 3rd. Arrived the Raven and 
Highflyer cutters, from Newliaven, with 
stores and discharged seamen. 

May 4th. Sailed the Industry trans- 
port, for Chatham and Deptford, with 
stores. 

May (ith. Arrived the Galatea, M2, 
Capt. Napier, C. B. i^om the Havannah } 
sailed the Raven and Highflyer, for New- 
haven. 

May 8th. Arrived the Alban steam- 
vessel, frum Cork. 

May 10th. Arrived the Stavh'ng cut- 
ter, from a xiniise ; sailed the Coinmljia 
steam- vessel, for Newhaven. * 

May I2th. Arrived the Hyperion, 42, 
Hate Sussex Coast Guard) Capt. Minguyc, 
trom Newhaven, in tow of the Conflance 
and Columbia steani-vesbcls, to be paid 
off ; sailed the Starling cutter, on a cruise, 
and the Diligence naval transport, from 
Deptford, with stores. 

May 13th. Arrived the Raven and 
Highflyer, from Newhaven. 

At Spithead — Donegsil, Wellesley, 
Uhnule, Pike. 

In the Harbour — Asia, Royal George, 
Hyperion, Rattlesnake, Pearl, Victor, 
Brisk, Recruit, and Gdumbia steniiier. 

Plymouth, •— April 18th. tiailcd the 
Carroii steamer, Lieut. Lapidge, for Lis- 
bon. 

April 2dth. Arrived the Vigilant ketch, 
liieut. Loney, from Lisbon, last from 
Vidmoutli. 

April 30th. Arrived the Meteor steam- 
er, Lieut. W. U. Syiuons, from Ports- 
mouth ; sailed the Columbia steamer, for 
Portsmouth. ** 

May 2nd. Sailed the Meteor steamer, 
for Falmouth. 

May 3rd. Sailed the Alban steamer, 
Lieut. Davis, for (kirk. 

May 5th. Arrived the Pylades- 18, 
Commander Hay, from Cork. il?.* 

May 1 5th. Sailetl the Dmid, 40, Capt. 
Hamilton, for the South American sta- 
tion ; the Orestes, 18, Commander Glas- 
codc, for North Shields. 

Remaining in lfamoasM.4^Foudroyaiit, 
Caledonia, Revenge, Dublin, Stag, Py- 
lades, Royalist, and Echo steam-vessel. 

Falmouth. — April 22nd. SailjM th^ 
Rinaldo, Lieut. Hill, for Rio Janeiro and 
Buenos Ayres « 

April 24th. Arrived H. 51. ketch Vi- 
gilant, Ideut. Loney, from Lisbon, and 
sailed for Plymouth. 

April 25th. Arrived the Tyrian, Lieut. 
Dwyer, from Tampico. 

April 26th. Arrived the SwiUlow, 
liieut. Bald<ick, from St. Thomases. 


April 27th. Sailed the F.mulous, Lieut. 
Croke, for St. Domingo, Jamaica, Mexico, 
and the Havannah { and the Zephyr, 
Lieut. Church, for the Leeward Islands. 

April 28th. Arrived H. M. steamer 
Echo, Lieut. Otway, from Corfu. 

May 5th. Arrived the Reindeer, 
^Lieut. Dicken, from Halifax, sailed 20th 
*April, under jury foremast and bowsprit ; 
sailed U. AI. steamer Aleteor, Lieut. Sy- 
mons, for the Alediterranean. 

May 6th. Arrived H. AI. S. Chanti- 
cleer, Ligut. Horatio Thomas Austin, 
acting Commander, from Chagr^s. 

Alay 8th. Sailed the Tyrian, Lieut. 
Dwyer, for Halifax and Bermuda. 

Alay 9th. Sailed the Cygnet, Lieut. 
Oooldiiig, for Jamaica and Carthagena. 

MBy20ih. Sailed IT. AI . ketch Vigilant, 
Lieut. Loney, A^tli a mail, for liislion ; 
and fl. AI. S Chanticleer, for Plynioutli. 

Foreign — 11. AI. S. Cochin, sailed from 
Madras for Trincoiualee, 16tK Dec. The 
Frolic arrived at Rio Janeiro from Fal- 
mouth 18th Feb. and Spey 27th Feb. The 
Zebra arrive<l at Aladras from Penang 
Jan. I3tli. Thu ICclipsu has arrived at 
Vera Cruz from Falmouth. The ClinJ- 
lenger sailed from Bombay for Mulabar 
Sea Dec. 20tb. The Alert arrived at 
liiina from Huanehace Jan. 5th. 

li. AI. S. Dryad and Plumper arrived at 
Sierra Ijeone 3rd M arch . The Alaidstoiio 
arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, front 
Alanritius, Otli Feb. The Kangaroo, ar- 
rived at Trinidad from Barbadoes l7tliFeb. 

Tile Favourite sloop of war was at 
Sierra I^eoneon the 9th Afarcli. She was 
to sail on the 12th for the Gambia, and 
the Dryad in about ten days on a cruise. 
TJie Black Joke, tender to the Dryad, 
captured a slaver with 300 slaves on 
hoard, oii the 21st Feb. The Athol was 
in the Bight of Benin. Tho Aledina was 
gone to Fernando Po; and the Conflict 
was to leeward. 

l'he..B]am;lie, 46, sailed from Jamaica 
the 14^1 Alai’ch for Nassau, N. P. and the 
Grasshopper was to liavc sailed on the 
16th for Porto Cahello, and thence to pro- 
ceed to England. The Icarus had {mne 
to Havai^hah ; the Snannnii was at Bar- 
badoes ; and the Alersey hud proceeded to 
Vera Cniz, when she was to return to 
England. 

^ The Kent and Ganges arrived at Oib- 
fi^iar from Plymouth Alarch 31st, and 
sailed 4th April for Alalta. 

I’he Opossum arri\'ed at Halifax from 
Falmouth April 1 1th. 

The Belvidera arrived at Cadiz from 
Portsmouth 19th April. 

The Alligator^ 28, was at Smyrna on 
the 2nd April. ^ ^ 
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COURTS^MARTIAL. 


The Pegaeus, 46^ has been taken to 
pieceii on har eUp in Sheerness Dock- yard, 
and a steam-vessel, of 800 tons, to be called 
the Salamander, has been begun on the 

same dip, the keel of the Pegasus remains, 

with an addition of sixteen feet for the 
steamer. 

The Miigicienne, 42, is ordered to bi^ 
cut down to a corvette, similar to the Ou- 
ra(;oa. 

The Admiralty has ordered that in fu- 
ture no pursers are to be attached to His 
Majesty's vessels commanded Jby Lieu- 
tenants, but the charge of victualling the 
men is to be under the direction of passed' 
clerks. 

The naval establishment at IJaulbolir-’^ 
line is ordered to be abolished, and the 
stores transferred to Plymouth. 

Rear-Admiral WilliaifA Parker, C. B. 
hoisted his flag on board If is Majesty's 
ship Alfred, at Chatham, the 8th iiltf v 

A squadron of Oiiard-sliips, consisting 
of the Caledonia, 120, Prince Jiegqut, 120, 
Asia, 84, Donegal, 78, Oloiicester, 74, 
Alfr^, 80, and Talavera, 7^ aro directeil 
to assemble at iipithcad. Tbc^ are placed 
under the orders of Vice-Admiral Sir £d. 
ward Codrington, (i.C.B. will hei^t 
his flag on board the Caledoii% and Rear- 
Admiral W. Parker, whose flag will be on 
b<Tard the Prince Regent. It is understood 
tiiey will proceed to'fbe Western Islands, 
and employ the principal part of.^^ sum- 
mer in cruising bptween.tJiose isl^ds and’ 
Gibraltar, as wSl as tl^ moutli^of the 
Channel. It is ^pectedHthey will put to 
■ea in the course of the present month. 

The present appointments of Lieu- 
tenants in the Navy to the Coast Guard 
Service, requires that ofiicers (dpill bo un». 
der fhrty years of age. The aibwance to 
them is 48. per day, and the appointment 
is for an indefinite period. It is placed 
entirely under the direction of the Xus- 
tom-house, the appointments being in the 
gift of the Admiralty. " 

Major Graham, ft brotlier of the First 
Lord of the Admiralty, is appointed Pri- 
vate Secretary to Sir James Graliara. 

Lieut. W. Meadoors, R.N. i^jippointed 
Assistant tp Mr. Ff|j{owe8, 0^ Astro- 
nomer at the Cape of Good PTopc, which 
had lately become vacant by the resigmi- 
tlon of Cwt. Ronald. 

Capt. Vidal has been appointed to the 
temporary command of^U. M. Schooner 
Pike, for the purpose'bf aiding in the sur- 
vey of the coast of Ireland, by cn4(^ing 
s'bundings from the latad into deep water, 
which, witli the nature of tliff bottom, will 
be of the utmost imiiortance to vessels 


coming from sea* Other important points 
are cfuinected witli this appointment, which 
it is expected will occupy Capt. Vidal dur- 
ing the whole of the present summer. 

C^t. Vidal will also pass over the ground 

to which he devoted so much care and 
attention last summer in his search for' 
Aitkins* Rock, and will have an opportu- 
nil^ of verifying his former work. Too 
much pains cannot fie taken to remove all 
doubts of the existence or non-existence of 
a danger of this nature, and although 
.Capt. Vidal's tracks with the Onyx and 
lieveret passed over every position* which 
had l>eei: assigned to it, a cornibora- 
tipn of his accuracy cannot but be always 
desiriiide even at many years lienee. He 
has lieen supplied with instruments and 
several exccdlent chronometers, whicli will 
enable him to ensure that accuracy which 
forms the diaracter of this officer's opera- 
tions in general. 


COURTS-MARTIAL. 

At? a General Omrt-Martial held at 
Bangalore, Thursday the 28th day of 
August 1830, Lieut, and Brevet- Capt. 
WiUdrou &lly, of His Majesty's 28th 
(or Cumertmian) Regiment of Foot, was 
ai^aigned on the following charge, via.-.- 
For scandalous and infamous conduct, 
such as is unbecoming the character of an 
officer and a gentleman, in the following 
instants 

Fot having at Bangalore, on the 20th 
day of August 1830, wantonly, and with- 
out provocation, Struck Ens. Wm. Hake, 
of the Hon. East Iqdia Company's Ser- 
vice, and attached to the 39th Regiment 
of Native Infantry, a violent blow in his 
face, with his clenched hand. 

« For having at the same time and 
place, though informed by Ens. Wm. Hake 
he was an officer,' again violently 
iHuck him in the face with his clenched 
hand, at the same time making use of the 
most iiniplting langiiaj^ to him, the said 
Ensign Hake, by .saying ‘^Vou are not 
worth a you ai'e worth a damn, 

you know wlm, I live,* or words to that 
efiTect. , P 

above being in breach of the 
^^tiews of war.” 

Upon whldi charge '{he Court came to 
the following decision : — * 

« The Court having maturely weighed 
and considered (he evidence for the prose- 
cution, toother with what the prisoner 
has urged in his defence, with the evidence 
thereon, is of opinion — 
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On the fint chai^, that he is guilty. 

** On the second charge, that he is guilty. 
The Court having found the prisoner 
^ guilty iw abov^t vtatod, whicli lieing in 
breach of the Articles of War, does, by 
virtue thereof, sentence him, the said pri- 
soner Waldron Kelly, a Brevet-Captain 
and Lieutenant of Ilis IVIajesty’s 2Cth for 
Cameroiiian) liegimmt of Foot, to lie 
cashiered;** 

Approved and coiiiumed. 

(Signed) Daluousik, 

Commaiider-in-Chief. V . 
By oi*der of the Comniander-in-ChieT, 
(Sigiied)e R. Tonitms, Ctil<iuet| t 
Adjt.-Oeii. of Ilis AlajeStyii^ 
Forces in Ihdia. 

GENERAL ORDEHl^ CIRCULARS, 

, &C. 

THE ARMY. 

CIRCV£Att. 

Ilorsc-Giiards, April 6tb, 
j\lG7ronAkDUM.>-«'IUie ' General Com- 
Tnajiding-in-Chief lia^Uatl occasion to ob- 
serve, that in recording the^^nutes of the 
pnK'eeiliiigs of CVmrts- Martial, tlic names 
of the niemljers’ arc frequently inserted, , 
without the regimpntS li^iig specified to 
wliich they respectively belong an oiuy^ 
Kiun which might be attended with serious 
inconvenience. 

J Ail’d Hill thercfore,^desires, tliat in the 
liroccedings of Courts-i^lartial, whether 
general or' distriqti to the name -.M, each 
member, the regimQjnt to wlii^ he belongs 
may be invariably annexed ; or if lie be on 
tlie staff, that his. rank and situation may 
be distinctly stated^. ^ ^ 

The General Cbmm'andin^n-Chicf has 
likewise observed, th^|he proceedings are 
sometimes very ctfrelessly and inaccurately 
written, with erasures aud.iiiterlincations, 
insomuch as ^ei|^ to render tlic penisal 
difficult. Loi^ Hill cannot but 
this mark of inattention, on the part of an 
officer employed on so important ^uty ; 
and his Lordship trusts that thblq^’esent 
Oaution wOl hStve^ie effect of ensuring 
from those, to whom it iiwy|jpt^trust<^, 
greater cai% anffcircumiywRbn in the dis- 
charge of it. • 

By Command of the Right Honomble^g 
GENivliOnn Hill, 
^Commanding-in-Chief, 
Joim Macdonald, Adj..Gen, 

YEOMANRY CAVXLRY. 

(We are happy to be enabled to furnish 
our friends of tpe Yeomanry Cavalry with 
the following official regulations recently 


promulgated for their guidance, and 
which may be considered the ronstitutioii 
of that useful and patriotic body.) 

E£0ULAT1UN8 AND ALLOWAKCES I'OR 

TUE YEOMANRY CAVALRY, BY AU- 
THORITY. 

EsUtblishmenta, 

* 1. No troop is to consist of less than 
forty, nor more than one hundred private 
men, including farriers. 


If under 70 If 70 Rankj 
Rank arAl uiid File or 
File. upwanls. 


To eaCh*troop 
will be allowea; 

jCaptain r . 
Lieutenants.. 
Cornet . • 
Quartermaster 


,2^ ^ squadron to consist of two troops, 
corps to consist qf three or four 
^troops. ' 

4. A VegEhent to consist of from live to 
twelve troops^ 

0. A corps of three or four troops may 
have one ^^lajor. 

A repent of from five to seven 
..trif^ps, bom inclusive, may have one 
neut.-coloiiil and one major. 


neui.-colonef and one major. 

7* A regiment of I’roni eight to twelve 
troops both inclusive, ,hiay have ou^lieiit.- 
coloiiel ^comiiiaudant,'^ one lieu t.* colonel, 
and on&Diujor. 

8. Onf^ Serjeant, (including the drill- 
Serjeant)'^ and on¥'corp(iraI, >viU be allow- 
ed to every twenty private men. 

9. One trumpeter to each troop. 

Staff. 

] 0. An pdjutant, surgeon, and serjeant- 
major ina}^be allowed on the establisli- 
meiit of corps of not less than three 
trooM ^ but neither the said staff officers 
nor fflSy other officers or men, will have 
any pay or aHowance whatever, except in 
the cagp*liereiuafter mentioned. 

Ills majesty's SECRETARY OF STATE. 

11. His lhajesty's Secretary of State for 
the Home Department is the aiithoricy to 
whom aR^mtters fdi' coiuiderntion, for 
which thl^istiiigMl^gblationS do not pro- 
vide, and whicli are not^ roriHected with 

immedia(e"is8iie of allowances, should 
be referji'd, through the medium di* His 
Alajestv’s Lieutenaujt of the comity. 

12. Return^* ^e effectives, m the, 
aiiin^d form, M^ed by the command- 
ant, Iffe to be traipmitted direct to His 
Majesty *s S^^tary of^State, at three 
stated periods within the'’ year, viz. on the 
l8t..^pril, Ist August, and 1st December. 
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Retnrn of ihp number of pemonb now eiirollnl and wn-iiig in the 


corps of 


ill the county of 
1st of 


18.3 


commanded hy 



III 


s 

h 


Niimlier senrififir 
Wanting to complete 


EN ^abUfdimWit 


'1 


X certify this to be a correct leturn, 

* V ^ ^ Commandant. 

N. B. — This ii the foWiOf return to be used in future by commandants in making 
fotiirns of tbeiC com to the Secreta^ of Sl»it<s at the periods presmboil by theVolun 
tear Act, viz. Ist of April, Ist of At^pisl^ hnd4st of December in each year. 

The retitms are to lie address^, V * 

To His 4l»jb*ty’s Prfneipel Serretaiy of State, 

Heme Department.*’ 


the office of His Migesty's Lieutc'iiaiit,) 
upOfei receiving the proposal froiu tbe 
uiiimiaiidant m a corps for permission to 
^ for tlie regiment, atid(^ ndi’’f8r the exenisc under the provisions of the 
corporated troops iudMduall^* 44tli Geo'd S, 


13. When troops or cor^ are forpicd 
iftto regiments^ the returns fdr His ma- 
jesty’s Secretary of State are t9^ be inaile 


Ills majesty’s licuyekakts op 
• couetif*** 

14. His Majesty’s Lieutenant of the 
county is the channel through t^icli all 
mattmfor the consideration of His Ma- 
jesty’s Secretary of St4||^ for tl(^ Homo 
Department, or 4bc BoaM of Ordnance, 
respecting v^unteer cotjjs, should be con- 
veyed. 

15. It IS indispensable that His Ma-^ 


submit the same for Ills Majesty’s appro 
InStion, andlhaving received from the Se- 
cretary of State,« nutiiication thereof, is 
to t^all^n11t to tbe ^ccretary-at-Mhir a 
rctiini of such ror]lH, specifying tbo date, 
and place of assembly, tbe number of men, 
and number fi days, dht exceeding four- 
teen. 

17. Commissions are tq be signed by 
His Alajesty’s LicuJil^nants^— -the fee to 


jesty's Lieutenant sliould be addressed oiP the clerk iipoh each commisidon is not to 

the following Ifeads - * exceed five shillings, wliiidi is the whole 

Alteration ki the title or estabUsh- expense of the coihmission, the stamp 
ment pf the corps. 4^ duty not lieing (diargeablc thereon. 

Constant 3[>ay for an adjutant. Id* order fhat the names of office**** 

Permission to exercise for any num- mfty«l>e inserted in thetlaae^, it is ne- 
ber of dkys not exceeding iVHIIlltoen, cifcary that a list tliereof, stating (he dates 
under 44th €k)0. 3, cap. 54. the conimissioiis, and tliat they have 

Permission to be placed orfbermanent been steed !>y His Majesty’s Lieutenant, 

should DO transmitted, by t^e Clerk of the 
and ac- to^^Ate^uzette writer ; the list to 

be sigiiedTylBUs Majesty’s Lieutenant, or 
the Clerk of the B4ace for the county. 

16. His Alajwty’s Ideuteent of te is particularly desirable that 

counts, (or in his absence thb Vice-Licu. -^ery officer, as soon as he receives his * 
tenant or Deputy-L^sutenants cxet uting commission, slumld take the necessary ‘ 

^ steps for having his appohitment inserted 

These applications to be si^mic- i® the Oaiette. 


duty. 

iupply <jp^xchdfngo of 
coutremeuu^ 
Officers* oonmissions. 


ted by II is Maje$ty*vldcutoiiant,W he 
ajppnivcs thereof, urim AHajesty’s £^clre- 
tary of State, wilH the exception of those 
for arms, Ac. wliirii are to be referred to 
Ike Boai^ of Ordnance, with II return of 
the effective strength of the corps. 


owirAiiLE depaiitkkwt. 

The /(oififufinff* Articles are suppited, in kind 
dp tiM Board qf Ordnance. * 

20. Carbines, and steel l^nimers, 12 to 
a troop. « 

Pistols, sabres, sabre belts and knots. 
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'Trumpets, trampet strings, or bugles 
with itrin]^ 

21. .Ammunition. — For practice, is sup- 


« TROOP RETURNS. 

27. CoxniRandan'ts of coi'ps of yeomanry 

.li. Jr 

^<1:^ 

The number of cartridges hi possession - . ^ • , 

coksx;W,Av W^t^ow^hces.- 

The mimber of cartridges raj^irdh ‘ ^ Sifrje€mt»ilia}or, 

M rcU. S« tomA of baU-t^tndggi^ at.^iHeant-inajor, if (^lified by fanner 
aitto.Mank, three^.nt,, ^ ^y',, to^m^ce^r^be, 

rfnn oo*^ ^«»t poSM^jof his doing duty ^ter the 

nUC ArW^nfailftn fit tliA AAMmu A ^ 


nf® ^ >««=cepta„co St the corps. ' A certificate of 
Sept^ber. Pour ftrands of Ml. tlie scrjemij-anjor's irvicea, signed by the 

commandant, is to be anneited to the tlfst. 
appliciitiotf' in wbidh his i)ay is charged, 
R .eertihcate that , the man hw 
been duly attested to serve in the- OMps. 

30, Quaii/?ea^on«..»Threeyeara*Bervice 
as a non- commissioned, ofHcer in the- regu- 
lars, embodied militia, or fe&cible forces. 


cartridges, eighty ditto blank, two 
flints per nuuin- 

Qcad Quarters, 


22. Ammuottion.~^or actual service, 
the application itf-fo he dsadc to the ge- 
neral officer ooxmnap4ing in tha4istrictd‘A' 
23 ^ Commaudanis may purchase (doth- 
ing and appenntmeiitts nom the public 
stores, if they ore desirous of so doing. 
Appljcadona ,0u the subfect are to be ad- 
dressed to the 'Board'’ of Qrdxjtance.^i^ 

WAR>*,bFFTCi: 


31. 7 ;^ a corpd^bonsisti^ of 200 rank 
and ^e, or upwards, constant imV at 8s. 
per diem, including 2s. for forage, 'may be 

9 A 'Til.. i II r allowed for an adjutant instead, of a ser- 

34. The pay and.aj/,owances of the yeofc- Wnt-maior 
maij^ cavalry hif .RWued lilder the au- "^ 2 . Consi 
thority of the Secre^ta^ at 'War, and the 


applications or cor^lipondence relative 
thereto shonhl be a^ressed t<i liim. 

28. lietters of packets intended for the 
B ar Office are td bo transmitted 
cover, as feU^g : — 


..A" ..V 

^ 1 

1 The^Sieretary a/ 1 

^ 3* 

Cfffice. 


London. 


• 






26, Jn Implying to any 1^^&& the 
War Office, care is to bafR^iX' to ‘qiiote 
the .number and date ther^i^* 

U. S. JouRl^. No. 31.:jifNE 1831. 


Constant pay for an adjutant, w'here 
properly qualified by former service (which 
must bo distinctly specified in the recom- 
men4ation,) is only allowed upon the spe- 
cial application of the Lord Lieutenant to 
the Secirptary of State. The adjutant's 
pay is'4b commence from the UrdV period 
of his di>ing duty aftei^' the acoeptance of 
the corps. 

33. QtMliJhations. ^Fonr years* service 
as a comi|||j^ioned or W|eant-ma- 

jor in tlie'vi%ulars,~efnh<)dieH'i)^litia, fen- 
ciJUes, or Katt Jndia Coihpany's'lbroes. 

^■Ailowance in Lien 0 / Coniinffencies^ m- 
elvdmff Pay,,for,^iMlt Serjea^ta and 
TTumyeteru.^^^^% ' . . 

.34.^ or ea^ effective non-commi^ioned 
officer, trumps^r, ilfiA private man, not 
exceeding thes^tablisMent of tlie ttorps, 
exclusive of thd serjennt-major, 1/. 10s. 
per ahnum. » 

T 
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AUowanee far providing the Corps with 
Closing and Appointments* 

■ 36« For each effective non-commissioned 
officer, tnimpeter, and private man, not 
exceeding the establishment of the corps, 
including the serjeant-msgor, 1/. 10s. ^r 
annum. I 

36. The pay of the adjutant or Serjeant- 
major, and the contingent and clothing 
allowances, aro issued half-yeariy ftk ad- 
vance, and the commandant is tq ffiake 
application for tliem upon thesform that 
will be transmitted to him from the \^ar- 
Office, for that purpose. ^ 

37* The contingent and clothing allow* 
ances are issued for three years at once to 
new corps, or to auginenta|ions of old 
corps, if required by the commandants, for 
such men as are certified to have l^en 
Mtually enrolled and provided Avith cloth- 
ing and appointments, within two months 
after the date of the acceptance of the ser- 
vice of such 'hew corps or augmentations. 
The requisiteAform will be snppli^ by the 
War- Office, upon applicaiMon from the 
commandant. * 

38. When separatei troops or corps are 
fomed into a regiment, the commandant 
will receive all bdanees of the contingent 
and clothing allowaiices in the hands of 
the commanding officers of the corps or 
troops forming the- regiment, and will 
draw for all arrears. 

ALLOWANCES FOU EXERCISE. 

Under the Aet of AAtHiGeo, 3, cap* 64, 
secti 46, 47, and 48. 

30- Two sellings a day for each man, 
and Is. 4s. a day for each horse, (but no 
other allowance Avhatever,) will he issued 
for the effective men and horses present 
at exercise, for a^niimber of days not ex- 
ceeding fourteen within the year; such 
exercise having been performed either 
consecutively or at intervals. 

40. App^CRtion for authority Ismrform 
this service is to be mndt by the command- 
ant to Hie Majesty's Lieutenant of the 
county (enclosing a return, showing the 
propom, date and ^lace of assembly, the 
number of R\pn, qmdr'jsf days^ exennse, 
not exceeding fourteen), Avho is to apply 
to His Majesty^S Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, for permission that* 
the corps . ma;^xerdse accordingly ; and 
Upon receiving fnmr'the Sberetary of State 
a^ notification «f His Majesty's a]mroba- 
tioa. His Majesty's Lieutenant wul cer- 
tify the return ahovementioned, and trans- 
mit the same to tlie Secretary at War, 
whereupon farms of estimate and account 
AviU be 8U]>plied from the \Vaf^.i3ffice\ ' 


CIRCULARS, &C. 

41. In ten days after the duty shall 
have been peiformed, the commandant 
will transmit to tlie Secretary at War an 
account specifying the si3m received and 
the amount paid* The commapdant will 
then be furnished with a form of bill to 
draw for any balance which may be due 
fram the public, or with instructions to 
remit to the Bank of Kngland any balance 
which may remain in his hands* 

42. Particular care must be taken to 
disti|iguish between the two services upon 
which the Cavalry are employed, namely, 

^pemaiiqnt dt^y, and exercise under the 
‘M6th section^ of the volunteer act, as the 
j^y aud^^allowai^s for each service are 
different.; ‘ 

Pt:RMAir»KT DUTY. 

43. Corps of 'j^ecfhianry cavalry may he 

allowed, under the regulations herein 
mentioiiiMl, to assemble oif permanent pay 
and duty, for a period not exceeding six 
successive days in the year, exclusive of 
thq days of marching to and from the 
place of assembly, in lieu of going out for 
trinUijig and exercise, under the provisions 
of the 44 3, c. 64. 

44. Previously to the actual assembling 
of any cot^ on permanent duty, the time 

d place propo^d for Its assembly are to, 
submi^d by thd' ^oinmaiidant to the 
Lord Lieutenant of the county,* by whom 
the Sf'ime will no^fied to the Secretary 
of State for the Home Dei>artmcnt, in 
order that His Majesty’s pleasure may he 
taken ' thexMiJKon, nnd signified by such 
Secretaiy at State to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant ; and no corps Is to bo actually as- 
sembled until the oammandant shall have 
received frdnf the Lord Lieutenant of the 
county a notification in Writing, that His 
Majesty has bcegi pleased to approve of 
the time and plape proposed for the as- 
sembly of his corps. 

• ^4i6. Corps assembled upon this di^ty, 
mere there is a general of the district, 
are to be uiuler his command ; or if as- 
semhlp in a garrison, are to be under the 
command of the govenioi^ or command- 
ant thereo||;for the time being ; and they 
are in all fSf^rdiligen^ly to conform to 
the rules, reguHraons, and ordinances of 
His^^Iajesty's military service : and the 
commanding officer Q^, the corps, as soon 
as ho shall have received from the Lord 
Lieutenant of the count a notification of 
UijR Mfajetu’s perinissipn ^or. the assem- 
bling, of'^ thp corps, trill transmit to the 

ifei : 

* The appliration should be made one 
month at Icast'prior to the date on which 
it is proposed tp assemble tJie corps. 
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Secretai^ at War an estimate of the sum 
required, for the pay and allowances of 
the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
tnimpeters, and private men, expected to 
be assembM, proper forms^ for which are 
supplied by the War-Office, and is to fol- 
low such directions as shall be communi- 
cated to him by that department, with 
r<>s|»ect to the paymffiit, subsistence, and 
eamomy of the men so assembled. 

, 46. Accounts are to be rendered to the 
Stcretary at War immediately on the ex- 
piration of theduty. 

47 . The oqpmanding oiQ;cer ia^to cffiise 
the Articles of War to be read t<^ hyi 
corps, as soon after its first assembling as 
may be practicable, and to repeat the same 
from time to time, in the manner prac- 
tised in the militia and regular forces. 

48. A schedule of the rates of pay and 
allowances is annexed. 

nUTr IS AID OF THE CIVIL POWEfltl 

48. Corps or detachments of yeomanry 
cavalry, when ciilled out in aid of the civil 
power, are entitled, for the period of such 
duty, to the pay and allowances granted 
for permanent duty. 

50. The order of the lieutenancy or 
magistrate should state tlie circumstances 
which have rendered it necesp^y to call 
for the services of the ci^rps, and the num- 
ber of troops that have been required to 
assemble. 

61. When a corps of yeomanry cavalry 
has been required to assemble, the com- 
mandant is immediately to transmit to the 
War-Office the order of the lieutenancy 
or magistrates, and to, request to be fur- 
nished with forms of estimate .wad account, 
which will be forwaMed to film without 
delay. 

52. When the accouidf is transmitted, 
it is to be accompanied by a certificate to 
the following effect ^ 

We, the undersigned magistrates foV'' 
the of 

do hereby certify, that .jtroops 

of the corps of yeomanry 

cavalry were aslbnihlcd in ai4 of the civil 
power on the mid that the 

said troops were actually and necessarily 
required by the civil authorities to leniain 
on duty from that date until the 
Magistnttes for the 
of 

residing at 

POINTS TO BE OBSERVED IN DRAWINO 

AND NEGOTIATING BILL'S UPON THE 

PAYMASTER-GENERAL. ^ 

53. When an estimate or account is 
approved, a form of bill for She sum which 


the Paymaster-General may be authorised 
to issue, will be transmitted from the 
War-Office, to the proper officer for ne- 
gotiation. 

64. No officer is allowed to draw any 
bill upon the Paymaster-General, but 
^poii the very form which he shall liave 
received from the War-Office, with the 
exact sum to be drawn by him already in- 
serted therein. 

56. No bill must, under any circum- 
stances, be signed by any other person 
than the officer who shalrhave been ex- 
pressly authorised by the War-Office to 
draw the bill. * 

68. The printed letter of advice an- 
nexed to the authority, must be carefully 
filled up, signed by the drawer of the bill, 
and transmitted te the War-Office, by the 
post of the day on which it was negotiated: 

. 57 . The letter of advice must exactly 
ag^ee with tlie bill, in the particulars of 
its date, the amount, and the names of 
the parties to whom it is made payable. 

58. la filling up the hill, the naiiie of 
the party or firm to whom it is payable 
must be accurately spelt ; the amount in 
the body of the bill must be distinctly 
stated in words at length, and must ex- 
actly agree with the amount stated in 
figures in the margin ; these points de- 
seiwe particular attention, as inaccuracies, 
especially where the name or firm in the 
body of the bill differs from the endorse- 
ment, will prevent the payment by the 
Bank of England, although the bill be 
duly accepted by the Paymaster-General. 

59. When bills are returned unpaid by 
the Bank of England, on aa'ount of irre- 
gularity, after having received the Pay- 
master-Generars acceptance, they must 
on no account be destroyed, but the irre- 
gularity must be corrected, and the bill 
again presented for payment ; as the Pay- 
master-General, having once fpven his 

*acceptai|oa on beh’alf of the public, cannot 
give it n second time for the same sum. 

80. In the event of a bill being acci- 
dentally defaced prior to acceptance, no 
other can lie substitute^by the accountant, 
but application must be made to the War- 
Office for a new form, and tfie bill so de- 
fatted must be returned to that depart- 
ment. 

81. As by a proper attention to the 
regulations and the foregoing memoranda, 
no officer need ever be expe^ to the in- 
convenience of liaving his bills returned ; 
any expense which may arise in cases 
where irregularity occurs, must be borne 
by the drawers. 

• C. W. Williams Wvnn. 
War-Office, Ist Jau« 1831. 

T 2 
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SCnEDUT.E OF THE PAY AND ALLOWANCES OF THE YEOMANUT CAVALRY 
WHILE DOING PERMANENT DUTY. 


PAY. ^ 

Rates of Consoli- 
dated Pay and 
Allowances, per 
Diem. 



£*. 

s. 

d. 


r Colonel " 

1 

12 

10 

An Allowance of 2s. 8d. a Day |^cr 

Lieutenant-Colonel . . ■ . 

. 1 

3 

0 

Troop, ia at-^o made to the Co<J 

Major 

O'. 

10 

9 

loiiel, or to tho Officer having 
Cornmissiuii as Coiiiiiian^ant ■ . 

Captain (including Ids Allowance of 1 
2s. 2d. per diem . 1 , ) 

% 

It; 

it 

During a V'acaiicy in the command of 




a Troop, 2s. 2r1. a Day will be 





allowed for tho repair of Arnis^ 

Lieutenant 

0 

0 

0 

and other Expenses, to which the 

Cornet 

0 

8 

0 

allowance to the CaptAn is appli- 





, cable 

L 





Adjutant, (inclniling constant Pay ^ 


10 

0 

Tlifsc Dates only to he allowed in 

and Allowances . . . ^ 




the whole, whether the Officers hold-s, 

Surgeon 1 

0 

11 

4 

Ollier Couimissioiis or not . . . 

Assistant Surgeon .... 

u 

8 

6 


^Quarter Ma.stci 

0 

5 

C 


rSeijeant Major, (inrlnding constant } 


If 



Pay and Allowances . . 


J 

** 

In lieu of every oilier Charge what-^ 

Serjeant 

0 

r 

0 

soevci , . ^ 

Corporal 

0 

7 

0 


Tram peter 

0 

7 

0 


^Private . . . . . 

0 

7 

0 

1 

"Allowance in lieu of Fonige for') 


\ 


Including the AlloWincc for Far<^ 

each ell‘ectivc Officer's Horse, ( 


1 


riery . i 

not exceeding tlic proportions for [ 

** 

1 


1 

^ each Rank* . . . . J 





CONTINGENT ALLOWANCES. 

To defray the expense of postage and 
stationery, and other cluirgcs incidental to 
making up the accounts, viz : — 

8. d. 

For a corps ( 1 troop . per diem 1 0 

consist- ■< 2 tniops . . .11 

ing of . (3 or 4 troops . .17 

For a regiment consisting of 5, C, 1 10- 
OT 7 troops • . • * I 

For a regiment consfilting of oi ^ \ 
troops or upwards . . / 

Divine Service.-^lfo allowance is grant- 
ed unless a se))iirale service is absolutely 
requisite. In such cases the clergyman is 
to apply to the War-Office for remunera- 
tion. 

Ferries, — The actual expense incurred 
in passing ferries, supported by the proper 
vouchers, wiH,he allowed. 


Medichies furnished to the Sick , — Tlie 
actu:d expense thereof will be allowed, 
provided the charge made bo previously 
approved by the Dircctor.Ocneral of the 
Army Medical Department, Berkeley 
Street, London. , 

Compenaation for Horses , — The value 
of the 1101 * 86 , not exceeding thirty pounds, 

S iK be granted to the owner thereof, upon 
le application of the commandant of the 
corps, provided the Secretary at \Far shall 
be satisfied that the loss was entirely and 
inevitably occasioned by the act of duty 
in the performance of which the horse 
was injured. 

The application is to be accompanied by 
a detailed statement of the ciraumstances 
of the case, certified by the commandant, 
and by a ’certificate of the value of the 
horse. 


* Proportion of Uortics for cscli Kiink : — 
Field Officer . . not exceeding 4 

Captain 3 

Sabaltern 2 

Adjiijniit 3 


Snrgcr>n ... not exceeding 2 
ARsistani-Siirgeon «... 1 
Quartur-M aster .... I 
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PROMOTIONS & APPOINTMENTS. 
NAVY. 

PROMOTIONS. 

Captains — Hiomas Wren Carter; Philip 
Broke. ' 

CoMMANUEBS— W. Kelly, B. Palk 

K. Rp>ner (retired); A. CapcI, Timms 

tired) ; Horatio T. Auatiu. 

!j 1 i:utkn ants— John M^Clintock ; Clive ; 

J. If. Wiiuluii; E. Foley; B. VVcsCt.R. T. Kyrc; 
A. S. Uanioiitlj Owen Stanley; Lord Ciareiue* 
Pafeet. 

S u lilt EUN — O^Bynies. 

.ig^POINTMENXS. . 
CAHT\iMS<*>Lord James 'J'owiiblieiul, to tin- 
Dublin, vice Henry Hope ; J. Clavel, to ilit* 
Ordinary at Flynionth, vice Pilfold ; F. liJAck> 
W'ood, to I/Aigle. 

C(iMn4NPERS — \V. Richardson (b), ti» Ihe 
Preventive Service; E. Blaiikley, to the PiLade*; 
Alex. KIliee, to the Victor; T. Talbot, to llie 
Phocris; Hon. F. J. J. De Koos, to the AlKeiino. 

LiaoTiiNANTS — A. F. Parr, Second-Lieiit.-! oi 
Hashir Hospital, vice Mainhall, app. Warden of 
Portsmouth Dock Yard, vice Derby, dee. ; Thomas 

O. Knox, to the Royal George ^ acht ; J. Nohle, to 
the Pallas, vice Biiltorfleld ; G. Goldlinch and J. 
He>bham, to the Pearl; W. StiiiKess, fiom tlie 
Ordiiiaiy at Sbeeiiiess, to the Oidiiiiry at Poiis. 
moiuh; G. Wilson (a), to the OidiiMr> .it Cha- 
Ihani ; R. Coates, trorn the Ordinary at Poitn 
inoiilh, to the Onlinaiy at Pljuionth; F. (hn/eir 
and Lord F. J. Russel, to dm St.it;; G. B>ng, 
and J. G. Crosbiu, to ilie Rat(lofn.ike ; S. .Mar- 
bh.ill, to he WaKlen ol Portsnioiitli Yar<l, vice 
Derby, dee. ; A. Parr, to llashir Hospit.il, vice 
IVlar.shall ; P. Ambrose, to the siiperinieiidciice of 
the Semaphore at Portsmouth; U. Pairey, and 
if. O. 'Nulhith, to the Gallatea; W. M. J. G. 

P. ISCO0, amt R. S. Ilohinboii, to the Dublin; W. 

L Williams, to Uic Seringa patam ; F.. Noreott, to 
the Druid; Fi. Foley, to ihc Brisk; G. V. Unit, 
to the Victor; H. Bl.'iir, to the Pallas; R. R. 
('rawford, from the Done|;al, to comiii.iiid the 
t'lurybdis; II. Heiulerson, of the Barliaiii, to the 
Dublin ; C. Edniunds, of the Tal.'ivera, to the 
Barham; C. Biikelt, to the Talnvera; J. R. 
Wilson to the Teleijiapli at Putney Heal li, vice 
PUdridge; H. J. Codringlon, to bo Flag QeiB. * 
to Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Codrington; J, V. 
P'lelcher, to be P'l.ig- Lieut, to Koar-AdniiraJ W. 
J'arker, C.B. ; R. Yoike, to the Donegal. The 
following have bacii appointed to the Frcveiitive 
Service on the Coast ol Kent:— Drew, W. 
Bi'cki'tt Cb;, if. Lawless, J. Kiddle, C. A. John- 
stoii, G, Haniphre>s, H. S. Ijastuii, J. Stephen, £. 
Nicholl, J. M. Bate, T. S. Hall. W. AVhilfield, 
G. A. Leary, T. Ross, G. S. Baker, W. G. Peat no, 
C. B. Rlissett, W. Sqniu*, A. S. Wright, Zaeh. 
Miidge, J. Jeaves.C. Puckett, T.‘ P.*\Vhecler, H. 
Batt, J. Diiflill, T. A. Butler, J. M. Langtry, G. 
t2ahan, H. Hunter, II. E. Wingrovc, J. K. Ben- 
son, V. P, Hunter — nil from the Talavera — S. 
VVilkiusoii,E. Jiill, W. H. Dickmaii, C. W. Poyii- 
ter, W. Seaward, W. Curlewis (Hjperion), J. FA- 
win, R. Morgan (b),W. Henslow^ J. Knight, «. 
Kdevain, G. Campbell, E. Paco, and J. Baker. 

Si'UOKOMS — A. Lane, to the l^earl; P. Smher, 


to the Stag ; R. Marshall, to the Rattlesnake ; G 
Syiiies, to the JaKur. 

AssiaTANT-SuROKONs — G. Muiiro, to the 
Mrl; R. M*Lcan (Super.), to the UatilcMiHke ; 
Nautley, to the Brisk; F. Cotlaiii, to the Asia; 
W. Glasgow, to the Orestes ; H. Williams, lo the 
Asia; W. W'att, of the Cura^'oa, to the Prince 
fiegont; J. M'Klttrick, of the VVellesley, to the 
Ciiravoa; J. Lambert, of the Asia, to the Wei 
lealcy; — — Mould, and — Atulersun, to the 
Warspite. 

PuKSbKS - F. Lean, to the Pearl; Hi 

eh.mls, to the Onlinaiy at Porlsuioiilh ; 

Green, to fkie Uattlesinike ; W* Drake, to the 
Pylades; South, lo the Niclor. 

CiMPLiiNS — R^V. N. Royse, lo Ihc Palhis; 
Rev. C. J[. Lelhbiidge, lt» Ihc- Prince Regent. 

ROYAL MARINES. 
PROMOTltlNS. 

CioTiiN — John l^an Jones. 

FiK»T-LlKI' rSNANT— T. Hll.dle. 

\PJ‘OI\TMENTS. 

Lll^| TKNAXT Coi.OM L WillgiUXC, is 

appolutcd AiiiV de-C.finp to ihi' King. 

First LihiiTKMNT -- W. JVaice, lioni Ihc 
Port Miioii III Divibioii, to the R. title- nake. 

SlilONn-Lll.llTKNlNT — J. J. lliickhouM-, to 
fhc Chatham Ditision. 

ARMY. 

DOWNING-STRKET, Amii. '27.- 

The King lias bt-i-n pleaded lo :i|>)>oiiil Maior 
Gen'. Pilchard Boiirke to be Capt.-tien. and Go- 
veinnr-iu-(!hief of the Coloiiits of New South 
Waks and Van Dieiiian's J.aiid, and lliiir re 
spectivc deju’ndciicies. 

WAR OFFICE, Aphii. 29. 

3nl Regt. of Dr. Gds.— Lieut.-Geii. Samuel 
H.twker, to be Colonel, vice Gcii. Sii William 
Payne, Bart. dec. 

17th Regt. I'Vii. — Bievet- Major Fade Ileatli-y, 
lo he Mnjoi, without p. vice O'Doiiughiie, ptoni. 

C.aiiisoii. — M.ijor'Gcn. John W.tli:is, lobe Capl. 
of Yarinonth Ca«lk*, vice Lieut. Gen. Hawker, 
app. to the coinniaiid :tid Di. Coh. 

Meiuoraiiiluiii. — Mis Majesty has been ple.ised 
lo coniinand lint ihe .'till Rcgl. of Fool Gds, be 
.styled “ 'J'^jc Scotch Fubilicr Guaids.** 


WAR OFFICE, Miy 3. 

till Regt. Dr. Gds.- Cornet IJonel Place, lo be 
Lieut, by p. vice FitxRoy, who ret. ; Artliui R.is- 
lani Easteibrooku HouUlsttorih, gent, lo be Coi. 
by p. vic-e Place. 

I3lh Regt. I/ight Drs.— To be Lieuls. by p. — 
Cornet Thomas Guido Diiidiii, vice Welhorall, 
prom.; Coiiiel Robert Hac-keM, vice Ogilvie, 
prom. 

To be Cornet, by p. — James Edward Bradshaw, 
gent, vice Haekeft. 

1st or Gicii. lUgt. Foot Gds. — Capl. Lord 
('liaiU-a Wellesley, from the Rifle Biig. to be 
Lieut, and Capt. vice Hiilae, wbuexc. 

llth Kegt. Fool.- -Ena. Berlriiu Charles Mil- 
foul, 10 he Liciit. by p. vice Fyers, who id.; 
AlexalKlcr Biowiie, gent, to be Ens. by p. vice 
Miifunl. 
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Foot.«»Capt. James Paterson, from li. p. 
to be Capt. vice Edward Hugh Hnnt, who exc> 
rec. the dilf. 

22nd Ditto. — Hardress Waller, gent, to be Ena. 
by p. vice Fianagan, app. to the 76th Foot. 

33rd Ditto. — David Filaiierald Ijongworth,gent. 
to be Kiis. by p. vice Graham, prom. 

doth Ditto. — John Jndkin Morris, gent, to b^. 
Ens. without p. vice Wood, app. to tlie 48th Foot. 

4Jtli Ditto.-»Ens. John Pennington, to be Lieut, 
without p. vire Scott, prom. ; Ens. William 
George White, from 48th Foot, to be Ens. vice 
Pennington; Lieut. Ahired William Gray, to be 
Adjt. vice Scott, p,rom. 

40th Ditto. — John Gore Ferns, gent, to be Ens. 
without p. vice Campbell, prom. 

4rtth Ditto. — Ens. John Stewart Wood, ft-oni 
40lfi Ft. to be Ens. vice White, app. to the 44th Ft. 

67tli Ditto. ^ Gent. Cadet Frederick Henry 
Worsley, from Bl. Mil. Col. to be Ens. by p. vice 
Tranter, prom. 

doth Ditto. — Capt. Robert Brookes, to be Major, 
by p. vice Johns, who ret. ; Lieut. Edward Bol- 
ton, to be Capt. by p. vice Brookes; Ens. George 
James Barnard Hankey, to be Lieut by p. vice 
Bolton. 

. 70th Ditto. — Ens. George Frederick Co«>per 
Scott, to be Lieut, by p. vice Hildebrand, who 
ret.; Ens. John B. Flanagan, fi-om 22nd Foot, to 
be Ens. vice Scott ; Lieut. Samuel Blow Ross, to 
be Adjt. vice Hildebrand, who res. 

81st Ditto. — Capt. Robert Logan, from h. p. to 
be Capt. vice John Ogilvj , who exc. rec. the diff. 

03rd Ditto. — Edmund George Nicolay, gent, to 
be Ens. by p. vice Jephson, who ret. ^ 

Rifle Brigade.— 'Lieut, and Capt. Charles Hulse, 
ft-oiu Ist or Grvn. Regt. Foot Gds. to be Capt. vice 
LonI Charles Wellesley, who exc. 

Ceylon Regt. — Scc.-Liviit. Simpson Nelson 
Borriss, to be First- Lleat. by p. vice Delanccy, 
prom. ; R. E. Wilniot Horton, gent, to be Sec.- 
Lieut, by p. vice Burriss. 

Unattached. — ^To be Capts. of Inf. by p. — Lieut. 
John Wctherail, from 13th Light Drs.; Lieut. 
Oliver Delancey, f^'ora Ceylon Regt. ; Lieut. John 
Gilbert Ogilvlc, tVoin 13th Light Drs. 

Memorandum. — The undermentioned officers 
have been allowed to retire fl'om Uie service, by 
the sale of unattaclied companies: — Capt. Thomas 
Jones, h. p. iinal.; Capt. Bichard Dcspanl, h. p. 
Nova Scotia Fcnc. ; Capt. Edward Favel Davis, 
h. p. 8th Foot. 

Lleiit.-Gen. Sir William IToustoiin, G.C.B. to 
be Licnt.-Govcrnor of Gibraltar, vice^Gen. Sir 

George Don. 

OFFICE OF ORDNANCE, May 6. 

Rl. Regt. of Art. — First'Lieut. I^yncli Talbot, 
to be Sec. Capt- vice Pattullo, dec ; Scc.-Lieut. 
Alfred Tylee, to be Firrt-Llent. vice Talbot ; Sec.- 
Lient. Charles James Dalton, to be Flrst-Lieut. 
vice Pickard, ret. on h. p. 

WAR OFFICE, May 10. 

4tb Regt. Light Drs. — Comet Georgo Charles 
Dalbiae, to be UenL without p. vice M^Cafciy, 
dec.; Cornet Matthew M'Donongh, from Cavalry 
DepOt at Maidstone, to be Cornet, vice Dalblac. 

0th Ditto. — Cornet W'illiam Hankey, to be 
Lieut, by p. vice Rintl, who ret.; James Nixon 
Macartney, gent, to be Corrtet,by p. v|cc Hankey. 


10th Regt. Light Drs.— Brevet Mgjor Arthur 
Kennedy, from h. p. 18lh Light Drs. to be Capt. 
vice Macdonell, dec. 

17th Ditto. — ^1'roop SerJ.-Maior William Hall, 
to be Quar.-ina8t. vice Nicholson, dec. 

Ist or Gren. Regt. Foot Gds.— Liciit.-Coloncl 
Fleming Thomas Roberts, from h. p. of Roll’s 
Regt. to be Capt. and UeuL-Culonel, vice Charles 
Palker Ellis, who exc. 

17tli Regt. Foot.— As^i-Snrg. James Smith, from 
li. p. 20th Foot, to be Ass.-Sni^. vice Fraser, dec. 

33rd Ditto.— :Li<4t:' John Williamson, to be 
Adjt. vice Paterson, who res. the Adjutancy only. 

37th Ditto. — Lieut. Robert Hunyman, from 
62nd Foot, to be Lieut, vice U’Callaglian, app. to 
4l8t Foot. 

40ih Ditto.— -Staff-Surg. John 'Bamsay, M.D. 
from h. p. to be Surg. vice William Jones, who 
ret. upon h. p. 

451 h Ditto. — Lieut. Henry W'emyss Magee, 
from 30th Foot, to be Lieut, vice Craik, app. to 
70lb Foot. 

70th Ditto. — Liciit. John Hamilton Craik, from 
45th Foot, to be Lient. vice Roeke, whose app. 
has not taken place. 

UOih Ditto.— Lient. W'illiaiii J. Owen, to be 
Adjt. vice Mackenzie, who res. the Adjutancy 
only. 

05th Ditto.— John McDonald, gent, to be Ens. 
by p. vice Hull, wiio ret. 

Bifle Brigade. — Capt. James Kerr Ros.s, fn>m 
h. p. unat. to be Capt. vice Charles Hulse, who exc. 

Uosp. Stall*.— Apothecary William Thompson, 
to be Ass.- Surg. 

Garrison.— LientwGen. Hon. James Ramsay, to 
be Guv. of Carlisle, vice Major-Gen. Sir George 
Adam Wood, dec. 

The King has been pleased to appoint the uu- 
dermeiitioiicd oAiccrs to be Extra Aides-dc-Cainp 
to His Majesty, with the rank of Colonel in the 
Army 

Lieut.-Colonel Archibald Campbell, 46th Foot; 
Brevet Lirut.-Colouel John Bell, h. p. Pertnanent 
Ass.-Qnar.-inast.-Gen. ; Brevet Lient.-Coloncl Sa- 
muel Benjamin Aiiclimiity, h. p. 8th Gar. Bat. ; 
Brevet Lient.-Colonel Tlioinas Lightfoot, li. p. 
45th Foot ; Lieiil.-Colonel Alnred Dodssrorth 
Fauncp, 4th Foot ; L{eut.-GuloiU‘l George Brown, 
Rifle Biig. ; Lient.-Colonel Frederick FitzCIa- 
renre, 7ih Foot ; Lieiit.-Co]onel Geoige Prescott 
\^inj:rove, Rl. Alar. 

Brevet. — Capt. F.verai-d William Bonverlc, of 
Rl. Horse Gds. to be Major in the Army. 

Memoranda. — ^'Ihe name of the Cornet app. to 
the dth Dr. Gds. on the .'Ini inst. Is Holdswurth, 
and not Honldsworth. " 

The Christian names of Lieut. Kcr, of the 37th 
Foot, arc Richard Hall. 


ST. JAMES’S PALACE, May 11. 

The King was this day pleased to confer the 
honour of Knighthood on Joseph Whatley, Esq. 
Groom of Ills Majesty’s* Bedchamber, Knight 
Comin.iiider of the Royal Hanoverian Guelphic 

Order. 

WHITEHALL, May 12. 

The King has been pleaserl to direct letters 
patent to be passed under the Great Seal, granting 
the dignities of Baron, VIsconut, and Earl of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain aiul Ireland, 
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iinlo George FitzGlarencei Enq. Colont*! fn the 
Army, and the heirs male of his body lawfully 
bfgolteii, by the names, styles, and titles of Karon 
Tewkesbury, Viscoant PitxCiafcnce, and Earl of 
Munster. 


WAR-OFFICE, May 17, 

4ih Regt. Light Drs.— Philip Blundell Nc8bi|^, 
gent, to be Cornet, by p> vice Anstey, who ret. 

13th Ditto. — Ens. John ^Jamilton Gray, from 
15th Foot, ti> be Cornet, by p,i<,vice Dunlin, prom. 

ist or Gren. Regt. Find Gd£— >Lieut. and Capt. 
Wiidani Henry Barnard, to be Capt. and Lieut- 
Col. b> p. vice Roberts, who ret. ; Ens. and 
Lieut. John Adrian Hope, to be Lieut, and Capt. 
by p. vice BarnaW. • * 

2iid Regt. Foot.— Lieut. Peter Grehaii, fronn 
ttud West liulia Regt. to be Lieut, vice Ed want 
1,ynrh Danieil, who ret. upon li. p. 7th West 
India Regt. 

Gth Ditto.— Lieut. Charles Stuart Barker, from 
li. p. to be Lieut, vice William Hariiasoii Hill, 
who exc. 

IStli Ditto.— Joiin Hope Wingfield, gout, to be 
Fiis. by p. vice Gray, app. to 13th Light Drs. 

*28lh Ditto.— Walter Carmichael Hailes, gent, 
to be Fiis. by p. vice Tielawney, wlio ret. 

41st Ditto.— Capt. John WcdiciaU, from h. p. 
to be Capt. vice Alian Henry Maclean, who exc. 
rec. the dilf. 

47rb Ditto. — Capt. John Saiules, to be Capt. 
willioul p. vice Jleallcy, prom.; Ens. WillLiiu 
Wi^e, to bt* Lieut, by p. viee Sandes ; John CaiL 
laud Stuart Maiigin, g«'ur. to bu*Kns. by p. vice 
\V ise. 

48lh Ditto. — (’apt. William Johnson Campbell, 
from h. p. 82iul Foot, to be Capt. vice Agnew, 
piom. 

571h Ditto. — EnM. Frederick James Taggart 
Hutchinson, from 71lh Fotd, to be Lieut, by p. 
vice Piilnain, who ret. 

(iSth Ditto. — Capt. Robeit Giegan Craufurd, 
from h. p. to be Capt. vice Peter Bernard, who 
exc. rec. the diff. 

72nd Ditto. — Lieut.-Col. Thomas Francis W.ide, 
Bom h. p. to be Lieut.-Col. vice Arbuthiiot, app. 
to 90lh Foot. 

74(h Ditto. — Gent. Cadet George Thomas 
Evans, from Rl. Mil. Col. to be Ens. by p. viee 
Hutchinson, pmui. in 57th Foot. 

both Ditto. — Lieut. Col. Charles George JafticV ' 
Arbiitlinot, from 72nd Fwd, to be Lieut.-Col. vice 
liOi-d George William Unssell, who ret. n|)OU b. p. 

02iul Ditto. — Capt. John Cilheit Ogilvie, from 
li. p. to be Capt. %ee John Roullvdge Majeiuiie, 
who exc. rec. the diff*; Ens. Archibald Neil 
Campbell, to be Lieut, without p. vice Lofe, dec. 

O-lth Ditto. — Staff.A8S.-Surg. William Henry 
Burrell, M.D. to be A8S.'Surg. vice BulfecI, who 
exc. 

Ist West India Regt. — Volunteer FAward 
Staunton, from Rl. ^fi-ican* Colonial Corps, to be 
Ens. wilhoiii p. vice Rawstornc, whose app. has 
not taken place. 

2nd Ditto. -« Jiient. William Somersall Ew, 
from li. p. 7th W'est India Regt. to be Lieut, vice 
Groban, app. to 2nd Foot. 

Unattached. — Brevet Major James Agnew, from ^ 
48th Foot, to be Major of Inf. withont p. 

Hosp. Staff. — Ass.-Surg. Edward Josias Bnlleel, 


from 04tb Foot, to be A5S.>Siirg. to the Forces, vice 
Burrell, who exc. 

Memoranda. — Tlic Christian names of Capt. 
Cowell, h. p. 7Ut Foot, are James Giffonl. 

The rank of Cornet M'Donougli, of the 4th 
Light Drs. has been made permanent from the 
period of his appointment as Riding-master and 
Acting Adjutant at the Cavalry Depot, Uth of 
March 1828, but he has not been allowed any 
additional pay. 

The name of the gciitleinan appointed to an 
Ensigney in the 42nd Foot, on the 20tb of April 
1831, is Stewart, and not Steward, as formerly 

stated. • — — , 

DOWNINO-STREET, May IP. 

Tlie King has beenVleascd to noiiiiiiate and ap* 
IMiliit Admiral Sir Henry Trollope, Knight Com- 
mander of the Most Uononr.iblc Military Order of 
the Bath, to be a Knight Grand Cross of the said 
Must Honourable Military Order, vice Vice-Ad- 
miral Sir W'llIidUi Jolypstone Hope, dec. 

Ills Majesty has been fuither pleased to nomi- 
nate and appoint the following olTicers to he 
Kidghls (/oinWianders of the said Most Hoiionrablc 
Military Order, via. • 

A icc-Adiiiiral Edwanl Griflith Culpuysand V'ice- 
Admiral Fklwanl JuinPH Foote. 

WHITEHALL, May 21. 

The King iias been pleased to gi ant to Frederick 
FitxClaivnce, Esq. a Colonel in the army ; lu 
Adolphus PitsClarenee, Esq. a Captain in the 
navy; and to the Rev. Augustus Fit'/.Cliirence, 
respectively, the title and precedence of the 
younger <ioii of a Maiquis of the I'nited Kingdom 
of Great RritHlti and lieland ; and also has been 
pleased to grant to Sophia, wife of Sir IMiilip 
Sidney; to M. 'try, wife of Charles Richard Fox, 
Esq. a Lieut.- Colonel in the army; and to Au- 
gusta, widow of the Hon. John KeiiiuMly Erskine, 
respectively, the title and precedence of the 
daughter of a Marquis of the said I'liited Kingdom. 

And also to roiiiinaiid, that the said grant be 
registered in His Majesty's College of Arms. 


WAR OFFICE, Mtv 24. 

1st Regt. Life Cds. — roriii-t and Sub-Lieut, 
lliuinas Biilkelcy, to be Lii-nl. by p. vice Every, 
who ret.; J.,omI Thomas Ch:trle.s i'ellnm Clinton, 
to be Cornet .iiid Sub-Lieut, by p. vice Bnlkeley. 
' 1st Regt. J)rs.—Cui net Hon. William Hollo, to 
bo Lieut, by p. viee Deshoioiigli, who ret. ; George 
King Adlervron Molyneiix, gent, to be Cornet by 
p. vice Roitiy. 

4tli Regt. Light Dr-*. — Lieut. Eilgar Gibson, to 
Ik* Capt. by p. vice Spooiieo, who ret. 

Cohls. Regt. FiHit Gds. — Duncan Maciloncll 
Chisholm, gout to be Ens. aiul Lieut, by p. vice 
Hugh Forties, prom. 

30th Regt. Foot.— Ai tiiiir Chai Ics Morris, gent, 
to be Kus. without p. vice Stewart, app. to Slst 
Foot. 

* 48lh Ditto. — Capt. James Robertson, from h. p. 
to be Capt. vice Campbell, who ret. 

81at Ditto. — Ens. John Hamilton Stewart, from 
.3»th Foot, to be Ens. vice l.i»tuii, dec. 

IKliid Ditto.— I.oid Waller Bnaer,to be Ens. by 
p. vice Campbell, prom. 

Unattached,— To be Capt. by p. — Ens. and 
Lieut. Hugh Forbes, from Colds. Regt. Foot Gds. 
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* For the year 1804, sec page 425 of laHt volume. 

t In temporary comm^j^i Qwing to the rleath of Sir William Myers, and until the arrival of his 
auceessor, Li«ut.-tien. Hai^lf'Bowycr in March 1800, In Juno 1808, Gen. Bowyer retired fkom the 
command of the army In- 'the West IndlllK, and in October following Major-Gen. Beckwith was 
appointed to succeed him. < 

I Of this number were stationed in Ireland, Cavalry 0330, Inihntry 34,100 ; togctlier 40,4^. 

$ Espenditnre £851,350. • 

II See Annals 1804. 
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March, dining which interval it was stormed four Uiuea ttnSncccssfuUy,* ami with ver}' considerable 

luas to (be bcriv^vi'Si AggiX'gatc of onr loss In kllletl and Tvoundoit before lll«uri|iuur } i 
Colpnel, S Majors, !|0 Caplaiiis, 1 Captain-Lienteiiant, 45 Lientunants, 1 Adjutant, I Cornet, 2 Knsigiia, 

1 Quarter- Master, 17% Petty* OfRcerw ami 782 Private Europeans; 294 Native (HTicers, and 882 Se- 
poys, &c. in all 2205 men. In the General Orders by the Cominandcr-iii-CI«ief, after tlie failure of 
one of the attempts made to carry the place by stoim. be observes, “^Jiutwitlpitaoiling the disttnauish- 
ed and persevering gallantry displayed by the troops in the assault of yesterday, and that the ciduurs 
of the sccoiul battalion 12th Native regimept, w'crc|three times planted on the top of the bastion, the 
obstacles were infikM not to be surniounted.Wt 

February 21. ^louse of Coinmotis, Mr. Windham t (formerly Secretary at War) moved for 

a Coiuinitlee to review thOj^veral acts passed in the two last sessions, for the deleiirc of the country. 
Jlic motion was lost by uwliplderable majority. — 22. Dominica attacked by a French armament of 
one three-dcckci, and four other llnc-of-batUe-ships, three frigates, two brigs of war, and a schooner. ^ 
The Governor of the Island, Brig. Gen. Provost, immediately inuile the best dispositions for its defence, ' 
and opposed, with tlie small force under ids cominand, the lauding of the eiieinjPiucIi by inch. At 
lengtli the wl|§lc of the encnn^’*s forgR, consisliiig of above 4000 men(i liavitig eiierted a landhig, and 
made such a disposition as tiueatened to rut oil the retreat of the Governor and his few remaining ' 
troops from the town and fort of Pi iiice* Rn^H^rt, and tlicreby reduce the whole island, the Brig- 
General, with great promptitude and presence of mind, dhected the regulai force, under Capt. 0'C<m- 
nel, to make a forced march across tlie island and join him at Prince Kupert’s, whn h place, attended 
only by his stalf, he rcacheil in twenty-four hours, and the troops nnived iheie with their wounded 
after four days* continued inarch through a most diflicnlt country, 'iln^lort was immediately placed 
in the best state of deteiice, and lht;^ench Commander, after having in vain suiiiiiioned the Brig- 


* Notwithstanding tliese faiiiires, arising from the gUMl population of Bhiirtpooi, the natural 
diOicnlties of that extensive lot tress, but principally from the extreme deficiency of the means whicli 
the besieging ainiy possessed, the 1laj<th foresaw that the place niiist bo ultimately taken, and acconl- 
iiigly early in March he stud lor peace, which was granted by Lord Jj:ike, on teri.us highly luiiiunrablu 
to the Kngli.sli Government. SncIi was the paucity of our means and materiel at Blinrtpoor, that there 
were not above three or four mortars of any useful calibre; nor of balteiing guns above eight or ten 
at the beginning. Several of thes<* run at the vent from the clIVct of incessant filing, so as latterly to 
leave but few of them fit fur service, and the dire expedient was resorted to of getting some of the 
battel iiig guns taken from Hojkar, breeched at Muttra, to patcli up the miserably crippled and defec- 
tive ineaus of persuveriiig iii^. siege which was deemed iiKlispensabiy necessary for bringing tlie war 
to a conclusion. 

f On this occasion, when a retreat was orderctl, it was with great dilficuity the ni'en could be pre- 
vailed upon to withdraw ; they yielded at length to the reilerateri orders of their officers, after having 
repeatedly exclaimed ** We inii.st take the place or die here.** Too fully was their determination 
verified, fur in several of Uie corps employed, more than half their number were either killed or 
wounded. 

I In tlie course of ids speech he illustrated the inadequacy of the mixed and varied forces of the 
military system of tlie period, lie said, that the volunteers looked like an army was very true, but 
still they were not an army. Nothing was more like a man iban his picture, hut the picture was not 
a man. The number of men who had entered by the circuitous routes of the army of reserve, afl'oided 
no proof whatever of its efficacy. It was a kind of turnpike where soldiers did not pay, but were 
pahl for passing through it. The Army of Heserve Bill he compareti to a great boiler or digester, - 
witli innumerable capillary tubes, running into every parish in the kingdom. It could no mum raise 
men by means or the parish ofliceis, than it f;ould make a horse drink by taking him to the river. 
It was like harlequin’s horse, wliich had but one fault, and tliat was, iliat lie w'as dead. As to the 
manner in whicli our present military syg^em plight be i-einedicil, he considered the military life a 
trade, and government the trader ; as such it was the busiiiefs of the trader to hold out all the induce* 
ments in liLs power to make his trade fiourisli. Men were found to go down and work In damp and uiu 
healthy mines in Cornwall and J)crliy.s]iiit>, by giving them propfi’ encoiirageiuont. A .«f>ldier, indeed, 
was not sure of a very long life, but his occupation was lieafthier than most others, and had great at- 
tractions for tlfh youpg, arrlcnt, and high spirited. As to the olliccrs, he Uioiigltl their raniss, honours, 
and distinctions, should be confined exclusively to themselves, ill^leall of beftg iiulisciiininately given 
to Militia, Yolniiieers, &c. Military distinction was of intrinsic value, because it implied intrinsic 
merit in the peisoii who possessed ih He also recommended ciilislineiit for a limited time, ami an 
improvement in the pay and condition of the inferior officers, &c. &c. 

$ 'Brig-Gen. Frevost B<*piied to the snmnions that bis fluty to his King and Country was so superior 
to every other consideration, tliat he hail only to thank him for the observations he had been pleased 
to make on the fften, inevitable consequences of war.** lhat the hk^hest rank and cominand 'do not 
avert the slialls of iiiisfortuiie, is evinced in the case of this officer, (Ac late Licut.-Gcu. Sir Gcoi>;e 
Frevost, Bart. Captain-General and Coiiimaiider-iu- Chief In Nortlril^t^ca, and Colonel of the 16tb 
Foot.) Fiom 1770 till 1814, wlUi a small exception, be passeil Ihrouj^'nn active service in the West 
Indies with distinction ; in that interval, 1800 to 1808, he cnjoycfl the honourable appointment of 
LicuteDaiit-Govcrnor of Portsinoutli. lie had received the highest honour tliat can be conferred on a 
British officer, the th^iks of his country through its J’ariiarnent. Sir George died early in 1815, 
having, it is believed, suffered from tTic ceiisurea incurred by an iinfortuoate retreat. His Majesty, 
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Kencral to rarreiider, tliuu];lit proper^ after levying a contribution upon the inhabItantB of Roseau, 
which town hail been set on fiie in the iiiomont of attack, and had suffered severely by the conflagration, 
on the 27lb to re-eiiibark liis whole force, and after hovei iiig a day or two in the bay, and about the 
port of Prince Rupert, made sail for (2uadalou|«. At one period 200 of the Britisluwere opposed to 
more than 2000 of the enemy, and under the command of Msgor Nunn, who raceived a mortal wound, 
and subsequeiuly uiuler Capt. O'Connell, ancceeiled in withstanding them for more than two hours, 
and then efl'ecttMl tlicir retreat, after having made much slaughter of the invaders. ** British troops 
are not to be liostilely approached with impunity, 4 ind had not the town of Roseau been accidentally 
destroyed by fire, we should liave little to regret, and niacli in which to exult."* — Dispatch. The 
enemy's force, as stated above, exceedeil 4000 men, the half of which wafi emuposed of the SGth 
Demi-brigade, one of the best in tlie French service. The rest were dlsiuouuted hussars ami Pied- 
montese troops ; the latter mostly very young men. To oppose them wv had numerically 705 meu,f of 
whom scarcely four hundred were actually engaged. The enemy a^nowlciigcil the loss of 500 men lii 
killed and wounrlcd ; ours was small i»coinpari8on,60;j^ and about 250, including the artillery, which 
was the only pait of the regulars that fell into the eueiny's hands, laid down tlieir arins.§>— 24. )io- 
monganme, (or lialiiieugaoii) . Fast Imlies, captured by a detachment under Capt. Uvfchinson. — ^28. 
Kurrawal, (or Kurrair) willi n garrison of 2000 men, taken by 310 men, the storm ing-party led on in the 
most able and gallant inaniier by Lieut. Thomas Graiit.}| The detacliment next proceeiletl against Darrarah 
(or Deytopa),«tiiis fort was so covered by the glacis, that the commanding oflicer was nnder the neces- 
sity of fixing the breaching battery within fifteen yards of the counterscarp of the ditch, and tlie loss 
in the Britisli lines was conacqneiuly severe. The breach being completed, the stormiiig-party moved 
ont at noon, iiiMlcr Lieut. Nugent, but were rcpidscil, owing to the dilficulty of getting into the ditch, 
and being expo.Hed to a galling fire from tlie fort, l^c gsrrisoii^was now seen riisliing to the outer 
gate, and it was apprelicjiiled they mes^ to take advantage of this critical moment and make a sally ; 
but IJeiit. Craut having skilfully managed, with the assistance of some artilleryiiieii and gulomlanzc, to 


George the Fourth, (who was most watcliful of the conduct .md services of his oflicers) however, in 
care of his fame, conferred his posihuiiioua honours on his family. 

* Tlie J'atriotic Fniul Committee at Lloyds voted to Brig.-Geii. Provost, and the officers and men 
under liis cominaiid, as a tribute of their consideration for the gallant defence of Dominica, as 
follows : — 1*0 Brig.-Gcn. Prevost, a swonl value £100, and a piece of plate value £‘200 ; to Major 
Nunn, a swonl value £50, and a piece of plate value £100 ; a swonl and a piece of plate of the same 
value to Capt. O'ConiieU ; the sum of £100 to Capt. Campbell ; and the sum of £40 to each disabled 
mail, or who lost a limb ; £20 to each man severely wounded ; and £10 to evdry man sliglitly 


..vmuiidcd. 

*' His MiO<-'Sty*s 40th Regiment, under Capt. James 250 

1st West India Regiment, Major Nunn and Capt. O'Connell ... 70 

Royal Artillery, Capt. Waller 15 

St. George's Regiment of Militia, Colonel Beech 280 

Independent Company, Capt. Serrant 60 

Bailors at the guns • . ' 30 


705 

Tlie regular officers engaged were, Royal Artillery, Capt. Waller; 4Gtli Regitiient, Capts. James, 
C. Campbell, wounded slightly, A. Campbell, and M'Dougall ; Lieiits. Scliaw, Nairn, Whyte, Thomp- 
son ; 1st West India Regiment, Major Nnnn,iiiurta11y wounded, Capt. O’Connell, slightly, and Lieut. 
Isley. 

X They could have easily reached Prince Rupert's had tin; General given positive orders they slioiild 
attempt it, but it appeared that he was desirous of having none but ctfcctive men in that garrison, 
being afraid of the provisions failing in case of a long»sR<gcs; he iberelore left it to their own option, 
having sent word to Colonel Beech tliat he wouki be glad to see as many of them as volunteered to 
s encounter the hardships of a siege. Two companies uniler Capts, Arinatrading and Beech immeiliately 
marched otf with ihrcc cheers, the rest returning with the Colonel to Roseau. 

$ For a Journal ot the operations at Dominica, see Military Chronicle, vol. iv. 201, et^seq. 

11 On the second day, w^ieii the breach was nearly completed, a flag of truce catne oiit, and request- 
ed three days to surrender the fort ; the answer given by die commanding oflicer was, that lie would 
allow three hours, as he rcquiied that time to cool the guns; and the batteries ceased flrilig for that 
period, giving the enemy a shot occasionally, when any one appeared at the breach, so as to, prevent 
thei^.repairing it. The truce was afraid to return to the Kllledar with such an answer, and asked for 
protecliva in die Bridsli camp, which was granted. At eight o'clock at night, the slorming-lMfHy^ 
cousisUng of 200 men, moved on to the breach. It was agreed at tlieir starting that the howilier bat- 
tery should serve the fort with shells until the stonning'party gave three cheers from the works, and 
upon this signal of their having ascendetl die bleach, the howilxers were to cease firing, and the com- 
manding officer was to follow the storming party with the rest of the detachment. When they arrived 
near tlie ditch some of the shells, owing to uuskUfiil inauagemetit in the clovalfoii of the howitaers, 
fell short of the fort, and «dose to the stormlng-party, which prodnccfl considerable confusion ; but 
Lieut. Grant having ordered the party to lie down and wait the boining out of the fusees, not a man 
was hit^ every splinter went over them ; he thf’n ascended the breach, and carried the fort in gallant 
style. 'I'his service was particularly noticed by Jhe Coinmander-ln- Chief, TiOnl Lake, and by Gen. 
(afterwards Sir Richard) Jones, commanding the Bombay division of the army. 
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get ahowitKcr ont of the battery, he planted it within ten yanls of the gateway, whole he sorvccl them 
with tthellii and grape, nufli he had made a favoarable opening ; and the slaughter between the two gnte- 
ways far exceeded the enemy’s loss in every other part of the fort ; the storming-party rallU'il at the 
same moment and ascended the breach, and the enemy being between two l^res, the foit, defended 
by a chosen set of brave men, within an hour was taken.* 

March 2. Major-Gen. Smyth, with the cavalry of the Bengal army, attacked the Mahratta Chief 
Meer Khan, at Afaul Ghur; the two brigades were filmed in two lines, the first Hue, consisting of the 
brigade composed of 11. M.’s 24tli and 25lh Light Drygoons and a regiment of Native cavalry, was re- 
pulsed ; the second line, consisting of the brigade composed of His Majesty’s 8th Light Dragoons, and 
3rd and 5Ui Native ^pavalsy, under Colonel Vandclcnr’sf command, passed through the first, and de- 
feated the enemy with great loss, the squadron of the 8th Light Dragoons, commanded by Capt. 
Dean, retaking the artillery Which was in possession of tlie enemy. The Major-General afterwards 
joineo Lord Lake’s army before Bluirtpour.— *21. In the ilonse of Commons, Mr. Pitt, as Chancellor 
of the Excheijner, iutiHMliiced bis plan for a direct reduction of tSe militia of Engian^ and Scotland to 
its original establishment of 40,000 fur England and 8000 for Scotland, by allowing the siipernnmera- 
ries above to vqjunteer into the Jine.— 4i0. Loitl Lake, Coinmantler-iii-lfhlcf in India, with a column 
of cavalry under his personal coininand, aiu^a r^ninn of Infantry under feiieiit..Col4tn«' Don, marched 
at two o’chn-k in the morning to surprise the ravalry of Jeswuut Rao Holkar, which was encamped at 
the distance of a few coss from Bhurtpoor. The apprehension of being surprised had induced the 
enemy to encamp in several separate divisions, and the operations of the British troops were directed 
against two of his priiirip.il cnranipnients. His l^ordiAiip, with the cavali^, took a circuitous direction 
to the right under the hills ; whilst LienU-Colonel Don, with the infantry, proceeded to the left, by the 
direct road to the position of the cnemy^ who having rcccdvcd information from his hircarrahs of the 
approach of the British, was prepared for (light when Loni .Lake recalled his ramp. In his retreat 
the enemy, however, siitfered some loss from the fire of the column of infantry; and iiolwilhstuiiding 
the rapidity of his llighr, a charge was efiected by the British cavalry, in which about 200 of the enemy 
were destiny ed, and iiincli baggage captiireil. Lord l^ke, after continuing the pursuit to a cousider- 
ahlc ilistance, n'tiiiiied to caiiip at eleven o’clock on the same iiioining. 

April I. L<m< 1 Lake Ir.iving received intelligence that Jeswuut Rao Ilolkar had retired to a great 
disttnee from tiie Iiritisli army, and assembled the greater part of his troops and bngi'age at a position 
eight coss from Bhnitpoor, in the direction of Futteypoor, determined, in expectation that the vigi- 
lance of the eiiciiiy would be diminished in consequence of ilic distance to whicli be liad rcinovud, to 
attempt t4i surprise his camp. His IxirrJship acconlingly marched at one o’clock on the morning of the 
*2nd, with the whole of the cavalry, the horse artillery, and the reserve of the army, and arrived in the 
neigliboiirluMHl of the enemy’s camp before dtiwu. Holkar, however, had received intelligenre of 
fjord Ijake*s approach aliout two hours before his Lonlship had reached the vicinity of his camp, and 
had sent otf a p.irt of ids baggage. The enemy was postal round a iiigh village, with bis front covered 
by cultivated fields, siiiioiinded by high iiielosnrcs. It was still dark, but the fires of the enemy en- 
ableil T^trd Lake to make liis disposition for the attack without waiting for daylight. Tlie cavalry 
fi>riiiccl ill two litu-s, uio\cd round to the right, whilst the reserve and tlie hoise artillery, under Licnt.- 
Culoiiel Don, w'as ordeied to gain the left of the village with as much expedition as possible. The 
cavalry advanced at a trot, and when arrived within a short distance of the enemy, the right 
squadrons of eacli regiment in the first line were onlercd to charge, snpiMirted by the remaining 
squadrons and the second hue. The viieuiy on seeing the advance of the British made every possible 
cxeiiioii ioescapo«but was charged with success in various directions and snfiered great loss. The 
British cavalry eoiUiniied the pursuit to a very considenblc distance, and did not desist niitil the 
enemy weie entirely dispersed with a loss of upwards of 1000 men. Ijion the return of Lord Lake to 
camp, a bwty of infantry with colours was observed moving in the dirrctiuii of flic jungle surrounding 
the town of Bhnrt}Mior. It was iinravdiatcly cliargcfl by a -squadron of Jlis Majesty's 8th Dragoons, 
under Colonel V'aiidelcnr, and after a few of the vneiiiy had been cut down, the remainder throw down 
their arms, and wuicinaile prisoners. — Jl. ^ '|^*»ly ot Concert concluded at St. Petersburgli between 
Great Britain and Russia, in which the two Goveruiiieiits agAed to adopt the most eflicacioiis means 
for forming a league of the states of Kin ope to be directed against the power of France. Austria and 
Sweden soon after became parties to the league. 

May It). Coiiiinissiuiiers]. appointed to Imiuire into all the abases existing in the Military Depart- 
ments. * • 

November. A corps $ of 14,000 men, under Llent.-Gen. Don, sent to the Continent to effect tho 
evacuation of His Majesty’s German States, and to undertake their defence against the enemy. 

December. Towaivls the close of this year, l/tntl Lake, the Conunander-iii-Chicf in India, again 
moved Ib 'paraiut of Holkar, who, having rallied a force during the rainy season, penetrated by .j^c 
Dehlyfnmti^, and passed the Siitludjc into the Pnidaiib. Tliiilier be was speetllly followed by I^nl 

• The effect of ftis storm of a fort, said to be the strongest in that part of the conniry, was, that none 
of the other forts belli out against the British, .md they were left in iiiiiet posseRion of the country for 
considerable distance around them. 

t Now Licut.-(5en. Sir John Orinsby Vanileleur, K.C.B. 

The individuals sclecteil for this commission were, for (he military details, Sir Charles Stuart, 
MaJor.Gcn. Oakes, and Colonel Beckwith, (see obituary) ; for the civil economy, Lieut. Colonel 
Drinkwater ; for the legal part, Mr. Cox and Mr. CuiDmi|ig; and the iiicrcairtUe judgment, Mr. Peters 
and \ r.^C. Bosanqiiet. * I 

$ Tins force returned to England in February 180(l.* • 
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■Lake, <lid after a very pleaawt inarch, and the enjoyment of a line renovatiuK country, the Britinh 
army of India was enciim|)ed at Chrlatmas on the banks of the Hy(lhasl8, where Alexander form^y ter 
mlnated'hia march towards India, and where a treaty of peace havfni; bceu'^ncludeil with Holkar, 
nnder the dictates o^ political, not military necessity, the oiMsrations of the war Aifatty, terminated, and 
the troops returned to the donihdous of the East India Company. 


* OBlTOftRY, 1805. 

February. M^or Nunn.* * ,• ^ 

March 1st. At his house in Hill Streej^ Berkeley Square, aged 81, Gen. Pattlson, Colonel 
Commanding Royal Artillery. ^ " o # 

March. General Lord George Henry Lennox, Colonel 25th Foot. ' ^ 

July. At Taunton, Colonel Trollope,f Royal Marines. 

August. Lieut.-Gen. Sir Willlan^^ Myers, Codftnandlug the Forces in the Windward and Lee- 
ward Islands. •• 

August 7th. At Landgnard Fort, Gapt. Law.} ^ 

August 2l8t. Lieiit.'Gen. Peter Hunter, Commanding in Ghnada “ 

August 25ih. Field Marshal His Royal Highness' tite' Duke of Gloucester,^ K.O. Colonel of the 
list Foot Guards. 

October 4th. General Rooke, Colonel of the 38tli Foot.* 

October 5th. The Mip-quis of CorinwalliSfll Governor General of India, aged 67. 

October 14tli. Brig.-Ger . Beckwith, one of the Commissioners for Military Inquiry. 

October 25th. Sir James Malcolm, Bart, late Lieutenant-Governor of Shcerness. 

December 26th. Gen. Mathew, Colonel of the 02iid Find, hged 78. 

General Marquis of Lansilown, K.G. General Sir Hector Muiiro, K..R. Colonel 4*2nd Foot. 
Licut.-Gcn. Duncan Drummond, Colonel- Coiiiinandaut, Rojal Artillery. Lieut.-Gcn. A. D’Aubant, 
Coloncl-Coinmaiidaiit, Royal Engineers. 

* Sec Annals — Attack of Dominica. 

t He was the brother of the gallant Sir Henry Trollope. The Colonel, at tlie time when the spirit 
of mutiny caused such a commotion in our fleets, beltavcd with most manly courage aiul admirable 
presence of iiiinri. When the flame was about to burst out in the ship he was on buanl of, as command- 
ing officer of the Marines, he went singly into the midst of the mutineers, seized the two ringleaders 
by the collar, and had them put in irons in presence of their companions. , 

X He was an old and distinguished officer ; he had served under Generals Wolfe, Moiicktoii, and 
"Tosrualicix], In America, and acted with reputation as assistant engineer at Bcllcisle and Martinique. 
At the riiemorable assault at Quebec, be headed the gallant parly of volimtcors wliich attacked* and 
repulsed Geu.' Montgomery ; and in *Gen. Carleton^s dispatch he was particularly and honourably 
mentioned. His merit alone recommended him to Jairil Cornwallis, who, in 1795, appoinleti him slore- 
keeper at Landgnard foit. 

$ His Royal Highness never appeared as a public cliaractcr; he at all limes avoided any interfe- 
rence in the intrigues of parlies, or iu the agitation of political topics. 

It justly belongs to our annals to record here the iiiacriplioii on the momiinenl raised lo tlic noble 
Marquis, particularly as It states generally his career. 

** Sacred to the Memory of Charles Marquis Cornwallis, 

Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, 

General in His Majesty's army, 

Governor-General and C(nnraander-ln>Cblef in India, &c. 

His first Aflmliiistraiion 


commencing in Sept. 1786, and terminating in Oct. 1703, was not less distinguished by the succcssinl 
operations of war, and by the forbearance and iiiGdcration with which he dictated the terms of peace, 
than by the Just and liberal principles wbicli marked'hft internal governmeut. 

** He regulated the remuneration of the servants of the state on a scale calculated to insure the purity 
of their conduct. He laid the foniidation of a system of revenue, which, while It IJiiiited and defined 
the claims of government, was intended to confirm hereditary rights to the proprietors, and to give 
security to the cultivators of t^e soil. 

« He framed a systemtif judication, which restrained within strict bounds the power of public func- 
tionaries, and extended to the population of India the effective protection of laws axlapted to their 


usages, and promulgated in their own languages. c tif i. 

** Invited in Dec. 1804 to resume the important station, he did not hesitate, though in aq| p|je^i M^r 
to ffiicy the call of hb coimlry. During the siiort term of Ids last administration, lie 
forming a plan for the pacification of India, which, having the sanction of his high 
carried into effect by Ids successor. i 

•• He died near this |pot,* where his reibains arc deposited, on the 5lb day of Oefofi^r 18^, In tke 
67th year of his age.f 

**Thl8 raonnmeiit, erected by the BrlftsU inhabitants of Calcutta, atlesls their sensOz-of those virtues 
which wUl live in the remembrance Sff gratefffi tniilioiis, long after this memorial of thorn shall lisve 
nioiiidcrod into dust." 



t Born December 31st, 1738. 
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 


.9lBtUS. 

At Gibraltar, the Lady of Major Cra^ord, R.A. 
of a daughter. ^ 

At Avranefaes, the Lady of Capt. U. 'j3aumcre2, 
R, N. of a M>h. 

The fjady of Capt. Gilburn, R.M. of a aon. * 

At Exeter, t)[ie Lady oi Capt. Canicw, Royil 
Invalid Kngiiicera, of a daughter. 

April 32ud. \X Anne's Grove, the Tjady of 
Lien t.>Gcn. the Hon. Aithur Grove Annesiey, of 
a aon. 

April 25th. At Dootuss House, County Lime- 
rick, the scat tf her father, jjir Hu(;h Dillon 
Massy, Bart, the Lady of Capt. Felex Y. Sjnit^, 
Slid Queen’s Bays, of a danghter. 

At Liincrick,thc Lady of the late Alfred Wilson 
Trevelyan, Esq. late of the 32nd Hegiiiient, of a 
aon and heir. 

At Manchester, tbc Lady of Lleiit. II. R. Addi- 
son, Queen’s Bays, of a son. 

At Limerick, the La<ly of Major M’Qiiecn, 74tli 
Regiment, of a sou. 

At Oaklands, the Tjady of Capt. Richardson, 
(late of the Ist Life Guanis,) of a daughter. 

At Cheltenham, the Lady of Capt. Macan,of the 
loth Ijancers, of a aon. 

April 27lli. At Limerick, the Lady of Lieut. 
Grey, SOth Regiment, of a sou. 

At Cottage, Cavan, the Lady of Lieut. R. J. 
Stotherd, of the Royal Engineers, of a daughter. 

May Oth. At Portsmouth, the Lady of Capt. 
Travers, Barrack-Master of thatGarrisou, of a son. 

May 10th. In Limerick, the Lady of Lieut 
Thomas Lewis, late of the 14th Regiment, of a son 

May 13tb. At Cliathain, Uic Lady of Major 
Wolrigc, U. M. of a sou. 

May 2l8t. The Lady of Capt. Thomas Moore, 
H.M. of a son. 

MARRIED. 

At Trinity Church, St. Marylebonc, W. Milling- 
ham, Ksq. late Captain in the 2nd Regiment of 
Life Guanis, to Caroline, third daughter of Sir C. 
Des Vfsnx, Bart. 

April 4tli. At St. Fancras Church, New Road, 
by Rev. E. P. Hannam, Lieut. J. W. Dunbar 
Moodie, H.^P. 2l8t Fusileers, son of the late 
James Moodie, Esq. of Melactter, in Orknqy, Jo. 
Susanna, youngest daughter of the late ThoiMs 
Strickland, Esq. of Rcydon, in the county of 
Suffolk. 

April 23rd. At St. James’s Church, Piccadilly, 
Lient.-Co]onel tHh Hon. Leicester Fitzgerald SUn- 
hope, third son of the late Earl of Harrington, and 
brother to the present Peer, to Elizabeth Williams, 

» icircss of the laic William Green, 

ChQrch, Dublin, by special licence, 
oi^ob, late of the 4th, or King’s 
5ln to the late Lieat.-Gcn. Gor- 
g Skene, Pitbnrg, and Park Hill, 
Aberdeenshire, Ip Jane Adelaide, daughter of 
Alderman Thomae M’Kenny, of Fitewilliam-street. 

April 2ffth. At Bathwick Church, Commander 
W. H.' Baptist Proby, R.N. to Louisa Mary, only 
daughter of the late ^v. Samuel How, of Stick- 
land, Dorset, and Southleigh, Devon. 


April 28th. At Stoke ChuKb, Thomas B. Ship- 
paid, E^. Purser, R.N. to Eliza, eldest daughter 
of Thomas Jeely, Esq. of Stoke Terrace. 

At Coventry, Lieut. John Ketterville Barron, 

S f the 59th Rejdnient, to Emma, second daughter 
f th# late Charles Watkins, Etq. Banker. 

At Leamington Priors, Lieut. Williiiln Tring- 
hamV'K.]^ to Eleanor, widow of laeut.-Golonel 
Henry Tatleton, late of the GOtb Regiment. 

At Wateriugbnry , Kent, Major Maclean, of tbc 
81 St Regiment, eldest non of Lient.-Gcn. Sir Fi<z- 
roy Maclean, Bart, to Emily^ Eleanor, fourth 
daughter of the linn, and Rev. Dr. Marshain. 

May ISth. At Cofk, Lieut. Frc<lerick Adolphus 
Robinson, 5th Regiment, son of the late Colonoji^ 
and nephew to Liciit.-Geti. Sir F. P. Robinson, 
to Eliza, eldest daughter of the late MTIIIiam John- 
son, Esq. of Kil Whelan, in tlie county of Cork. 

iftlATHS. 

Jan. 28th. 1831. At East Mailing, Colonel 
Syms, h. p. Bmli Foot. 

C.VPTA1N8. 

Edwards, 4(ilh Foot. 

June Ihh, 1830. At Persia, Hart, h. p. G5th 
Foot. 

Jan. 9lli, 1831. At Cork, Hyde, h. p. 82nd Foot. 
Stone, h. p. Y ork Hussars. 

LIKIITENANTS. 

August 2nd, 1830. At Fort William, Bengal, 
Dwyer, loth Foot. 

Nov. 11th. At Beihampore, Bengal, Sparks^ 
R. T. 49tli Foot. 

Feb. 2rthj 1831. At TIaldock, Cooefa, b. p. irih 
Foot. 

March. O’Halloran, li. p. 22nd FooL 
March 25th. At North Tjeith, M’lntosb, late 
3rd Royal Veteran Battalion, 

March 28th. M’Courhy, h. p. 08tb Foot. 

At Godmanchestcr, Mason, late 2iid Royal Ve- 
teran Battalion. 

April (Hh. At Cork, M’Caffry, 4th Dragoons. 

ENSIGNS. 

May 27th, 1829. At Tewkesbury, Martin, late 
1st Royal Veteran Battalion. 

October 30th, 1830. Crompton, 2nd West India 
Regiment. 

March 23rd, 1831. At Jersey, Connolly, late Ott 
Royal Veteran Battalion. 

February 1 1 th. At Corfb, Quarter-Master Stew, 
art, 88th Foot. 

SURGEONS* 

Drumgold, h. p. lOUi Itoyal Veteran Battalion. 
January 13th. At Celle, Ziermann, h. p. 8lh 
Line Battalion, King’s German Legion. 

April I2th, 1821. At Edinburgh, Assistant- Sur- 
geon Fk’aser, 17th Foot. * 

February 24tb, 1831. At Malta, Assistant-Cmn> 
mlssary-Gencral Cundcll. 

April Oth. At Limdon, Depaty-Commissary- 
Ocneral Dance. 

April 23rd. At Stirling, Barrack-Master Forbes. 

Dec. trill, 1830. At Cannonnore, East Indies, 
the t3rd year of his age, Ensign Edward 
Whegtstone, 54th Regii^jjSt, second son of Major 
li^eatstone, late of the 53nl Regiment. 



DEATHS. 
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Jao. I9tti* 18^1. At sea, on board the (laily 
.Macm^ton,%bile.on the voyage ftom Madraa 
• to for ij^e recoveiy of hia health* Aaslat* 

^ uwlaiseon Dr. Alexander Urqoharti 46th Hegi- 
mehtf'aged 88 yeara. 

Feb. 5th. Commander Henry Foater, R.N. of 
H* M. S. Chanticleer. It ia with no ordinary fed- 
Inga of regret that we have to record Uie loaa If 
thia meritorious officer. The nnfortnnate accident 
by which the Naval acrvice has been deprived 
of an efficient and valuable officer* science of a 
gifted and devoted follower, and the officers and 
crew of the Chanticleer of a highly esteemed com- 
mander, appeals to have ocenrred in(;he following 
manner. Having ascended the river Chagres, on 
bis way to Panama, in a csjtioe of the country, 
from its being better adapted for such navigation, 
and sncceeded in obtaining the necessary observe* 
tions at this place, he re-embarked at Cruces on 
his return to the Chanticleer. In passing down 
one of die rapids, the awidng of the canoe to which 
be bad incautiously trusted^ for the purpose of 
seeing a-head of her, gave way, and precipitated 
him into the river. Being iinable to swim, he im- 
mediately sunk to rise no more. An officer who 
was in the boat, and one of the crew. Instantly 
plunged after him, but in vain : the rapidity of the 
stream had carried him away, and it was with 
difficulty that tliey regained the canoe. His corpse 
was discovered by some Indiana a few days after- 
wards, and conveyed to his officers, by whom it 
was interred at Chagres. — Much as the friends of 
Capt. Foster must deplore hia loss, the hopes and 
expectations of scientific men will be no less dla- 
ARBgipte d. The celebrity he had gained among 
indefatigable labours In t^«Apgtu>' 

mise of those valu^. to his country 

’ ^Ich be had so auspiciously commenced in the 
Cbantieleer. The establishment of meridians, or, 
in other words, tb^ correct measurement of the 
dUTerence of longitude between the various pfaees 
he had visited,U perhaps the greatest benefit which 
can at present be bestowed on navigation. Hav- 
ing extended his observations acroM the Isthmus 
of Darian to the ahorcBof the Pacific, be had form- 
ed a connecting link in the grand chain of those ob- 
servations, from which it would have been compa- 
ratively easy to carry them round the worid. lliis 
ot^eet, we believe, was contemplated when the 
present voyage was commenced; and although, 

- unhappily, he has not lived to execute sfleh a mag- 
nificent undertaking, we hope not to see It aban- 
doned. Thas bas one of the noUest efforts of 
Government for the promotion of science been, in 


tions step, he shonld have Csllen ere he had com- 
pleted his task and reaped its foil reward. In 
the Fort of St. Lorenso,at Chagres, sltnated at 
the mouth of the river, a tablet has been (daee^, 
with the permission of the Governor, hi which ia 
insetted a copper- piste, with' the following inscrip- 
tion engraved on it 

"llils Tablet is erected by die late Senior Ucu- 
teffiant and Officers of H. B.‘M. sloop Chanticleer, 
to pcr;ietnate the memp|^ of their late Commander 
Henry Foster, P.R.S. who was Arowned in thcf' 
river Chagres, on the 6th of Feb. 1831, while mea- 
suring the difference of longitude between Panama 
and Chagres. This talented and distinguished 
officer was employed In Nautical and Astronomical 
Science; nearly completH hia mission of 

three years* duration. He fell at his post— ripe in 
lionours, but young in years. AStat 36.*’ 

Feb. 17thi At Trinidad, Lieut. J. B. CuUifer, 
R.N. 

March 8th. At St. Lucie, Major flen. George 
Mackic, C.B. Governor of that Colony. He en- 
tered the army in 1704, and served in the expedi- 
tion to the Weft Indies under Sir Ralph Aber- 
crombie, and was at the attack of the Vigie, 
St. Vluccnt’s, 10th June 1706. He also served In 
Grenada the whole of the Brigand War. In 1802, 
he returned to England on account of ill health, and 
in 1805 again proceeded to the West Indies. In 
1807 he again came to F.nglHnd, and the following 
year returned to the West Indies. He was at the 
siege and surrender of Fort Dessay, at the capture 
of Martinique, and in other Important services. 
His regimental cansmis^ioni v»erc iii the 60Ui Foot 
J“^'^’est India Corps. 

April 8th. Near Dublin, Commander William 
Cobbe, R.N. aged 40. (1814.) 

April 88nfl. Majur-Gcn. Sir George Adam 
Wood, of the Royal Artillery, Governor of Carlisle. 

In Wexford, Capt. Kelly, late of the 54lh 
Regiment. 

In London, Capt. T. C. W^atson, late of the 3iil 
King's Own Tight Dragoons. 

April 84tb. Lieut. W. H. Blount, R.N. aged 
40, only son of Sir Charles Blount. 

April 87 th. At Holly bn>ok, near Killy begs, in 
the 40th year of his age, [lent. Weiss, R.N. 
Tnspecting-Commander of the Coast Guard for 
the last ten years. The life of this ^client and 
lamented officer fell a premature samfice to the 
hiqpssing Ihtignes and anxieties undergone while 
searching out and defeating n deeply-organised 
plan of smuggling, which was in foil operation 
along the north-west coast of Donegal when he 
was appointed to the district, ^lent. Weiss has 


some measnre, defeated. For, altbongb we are for 
0^ believing that snfflciently-talented. officers 
eonid not be selected from the Navy list to con- 
dnet the operations with which. Capt, Foster was 
entrusted, it Is bnt JusUce to his merits to say, 
that none conld do so with more efficiency, seal, 
or perseverance. By that seal and peraeveranee 
In scientific parsnlts, he had attained a prooddii- 
tinetipn in the naval service, and bad rlsefik lils 
a station among men of science for, h6yn|rit.hH 
hitMTB within a comparatively draft 
.,^j|ttnst ever be regretted that be hair %||l{ Ira 
\ spared to follow np the bright career tiflitcli he 
.. bad so snccessfolly begadjjl and that by OM ificao- 


left a wifoand eight children to deplore Ids loss. 

April 89th. In' Craven street, Strand, Rear- 
Admiral Oe^e Saycr,C.B. a Memoir of wboM 
services apjiearB in onr present Nnmber. 

April 89th. At the Royal Navat'^^OlollaL 
Portsmouth, Commander J. K. Klnsnudkfb-N* 

OM».) o ^ T 

April 30th. In Lower Connanglit-place, in his 
70lb year. Brig. Gen. Sir Samuel Benthfim, K.S.a 
Into Inspector of Naval Works, and Civil Arckl- 
toct and Engineer of the Navy; 

May let. At Rivoli, on his way to Florence, 
Commander Thomas Bttry,'R.N. 

May snii. At Bath, after a lung illness. Vice- 
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j^miral tke RtHht Hqil Sir William Johnatono 
Hope, O.C.B. A Memoir will be foand in our pre- 
jent Nnmber. ^ 

At Speenhainla^d, Berkdiire, Lieut. R. Croiie', 
R.N. in tlie 44tb year of bis age. 

May 4tb. At her bouse in Harlcy-street, Vis* 
countess Nelson, Duchess of Bronfi, widow of the 
iinmcrtai Nelson. Her remains were removed 
from, 4a above residence on the 0th, for intemfcnt 
in tbe family v^Ult at Lit|fehBin, near Exmouth, 
^jblloved by Tjonl Brldport,* Hen. Egerton, and 
Ollier relations and friends of the deceased. A 
long line of carriages also attended, including those 
of Lords Neison and Vernon, and Sir llioinas 
Hardy. 

May 5tb. D|pwned in consegnencc^f the up- 
setting of a yacht in Stoke*s Bay, near Ports- 
month, Admiral Sir Joseph Yorke, K.C.B. f^r 
whose Biography, &c. see page 213 of our pre* 
♦ sent Number. On the same occasion, Captain 
Mathew Barton Uradby, R.N. and Capt. llioinas 
Young, R.N. met with a similar fate. 

May 13th. At Shannon bridge, in his 26lh year, 
after a few hours illness, LieM. Richard Fits* 
gerakl, 08th Light Infantry. 

May 13th. At Haslar Hospital, Mr. R. D. 
Mosbery, Purser, R.N. 

At Midta, Capt. George Mathew Jones, R.N. 
This very able officer commenced ids naval ser- 
vices under the late Sir Joseph Sydney Yorke, 
and dlstlngnished himself under the command 
of his li-iend Sir William Hoste, during bis 
brlUlant services up the Mediterranean. At the 
peace, Capt. Jones travelled ttirough Holland, 
Denmark, Prussia, Norway, Russia, Turkey and 
Italy, and he published the result of his labours in 
two large volumes, which evince indefatigable re- 
search, acute sagacity, and a fine tact in estimating 
every thing which his industry brought under his 
cognisance. Capt. Jones received the greatest at- 
tention from the late and tlie pnssent Emperors of 
Russia, and the Empress Mother. Shortly after 
his travels, this enlightened gentleman and able 
officer was suddenly affected by a paralysis of the 
limbs, ami was obliged to repair to the South of 
Europe for the recovery of his health. In a very 
debilitated state he had tbe udsfortane to fall down 
one of the prccipitons flights of stone-steps at 
Malta, and broke three of his ribs, and dislocated 
his shonldei^ He expired on the third day, after 
enduring great suffering. By this acaideni, 
naval service has lost a brave, shilfol and sealons 
officer — a gentleman of enlightened mind, and 
whose kind and- iHendly nature, and honourable 
eoudiiet, had endeared him to his brother officers, 
as well as to a \ery numerous circle of private 
Ariends. Capt. Jones wu brother to Cokmel 
J. T. Jones, of the Royal Engineers, the con- 
struefor of the lines of Torres Vedrfls, and the 
t^cer who led our troops at the attack upon 
Rerfe^^np-Eoom. 

Titf |ite Llent..General Sir WlUiam Payne 
Gal#ay, Raft. Collnel of the 3rd. Dragoon Guards. 
' was appointed Lieutenant in the 1st. Dragoons 
the 1^1 of July 1777, and Captain in 1783. He 
Served in Flanders, and was in the principal ac* 
tiona in which the British were engaged. In ITM 


he obtained a Majority and a Llcdt.-€ohhiekjr 
in his regilnent, flrom wlileli he was removed to 
the 3id Dragoons in ITPh, and fnm Uuince tb the ^ 
18th Light Dragoons in ItMM. In 1798 he obtain- 
cd the rank of Colonel, and wa% employed In the " 
Staff of Ireland, as Brigadier-General, for three 
ears, and as Magor-General (to which rank he was 
ppointed In 1805) for one year. In 1887 he ob- 
tained tlie Colonelcy of the 33rd DrSgooni, 
and in 1811 received the rank of Lieut.-Oeiicrsl. 
He served in Spain and Poitngal, and was pre- 
sent at the affairs of Albergaria Nova, and OHJbn, 
on the advance of the British army to Oporto, 
the 0th and^Oth of May 1809 ;^t the captnre of 
Oporto the 1 1th of May ; at the affair of Salamoode 
the 13th of May, pill the pursuit of tbe French 
into Gallicia ; at' the battle of T.ilaveni, and hi k- 
veral of Uie Rabseqoeiit operations of the army in 
the Peninsula. In IBM he was removed to the 
loth Dragoons,' in 1815 to the 12th Dragoons, and 
in 1823 to the Siti Dmgbon Guards. 

llic late Lieiit.-Gi!n. fjord WaUingham, (wliose 
demise was recorded in our last number, and 
who was burnt to death at his house in Har- 
ley Street, on the 2flih April last) entered the 
army in the year 17M as a Cornet in the 1st 
Dragoons, and obtained a Uentenancy In thc> 
same regiment. He received a troep in the 23th 
Liglit Dragoons on that corps being raised, aiid 
succcMled to a Majority. He was appointed 
Lieut.*Culouel in the 1st Dragoons the fltli of June 
1700, and this appointment he held at the time of 
his most melancholy death, fhc 25th April 1808, 
he became Aidedc-Campto hii Majesty George the 
Third, with the rank of Colonel in the. irmy; 
M^or-General 4tb June 1811; and Lieutenant- 
General the lOih July 1821. In 1706 (then Afajor 
the Hoii. George Dc Grey) he accompanied the . 
85th Ught Dragoons to India; was landed wltK it 
on the iwssage ont at the Cape of Good Hope, 
and did duty there during the arrival and taking 
of the Dutch fleet in Saldana Bay. He after- 
wanls proceeded to Madras, and remained on that 
station nntil his return to England in 1800. He 
served with the cavalry of Gen. (afterwards Lord) 
Harris's army during the campaign of 1790, which 
ended in the captnre of Seringapatam. He wa» 
present witli his regiment at the battle of Malla- 
velly. On the breaking out of the war in 1803, 
he was appointed to tlie staff of the home district, 
as Assistant-Adjutant-General, and was employed 
in that liAatlon till the beginning of 1805, when 
be returned to the command of the 1st Dragoons, 
and did duty with the regiment from 1806 to 1808 
in Scotland and Ireland. He accompanied hti 
eorps to Lisbon In Angng 1800, and served wl^ 
the cavalry in the Peninsula until the beglnnb% - 
of 1818, when he was compelled by ill-liealth 
return to England. He had been appointed in 
the beginning of 1810 to tue command of the btU 
gade consisting of the 3rd Dragoon Goaids ami 
4th Dragoons; he was present at tbe battle of 
Basaeo, the battle of Albnen, and at the affair of 
On ' his return home he wus placed on 
Rfe itA|r> at Canterbury, where he continued till 
the piu^ In 1814. He succeeded to the peerage 
ontfj^jj^ofbhffitto^ 
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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


IkcxKO unable to return epccial answers to the very numerous commsiuications of oui 
Goereqfmndents^ a process which would engross the wliole of our tixne^*— we request the 
latter, in ffeneral, will accept such bnet notices as we may, when necessary, q0er m this 
comer. We farther request that ^hey will at times do us the Jusiioe to behove that 
their communications receive the attention to whidi they are entitled. 

Will Captain A— B— , R M.” be good enough to do as be proposes, and 

transmit to us the revised Mb of his paper which we shall insert, the fiiat opportanity ^ 
N. C.” just in nme to be too late Next month Memtime, there is an an^ 
m for his lucubrations 

0 1> will do. We shall write the moment our present task is done 
VerasK,*' ** Medicus Senex,*' An Old Talavera Man,** Miles Biitaiiniciu|k’* 
An Officer of the lane,*’ &o. have reached us too late for the present month. ^ 
We shall attend to Captain *b'* memorandum. ** 

We fear the subject of “ An AteW of a Gallant Man** would be duemed Invtdhms. 
To the query of W. T.** we that the wpointment of Mi^or of Bidfiida 

Is independent of the General the Brigade, as far as not bef^^ 

liable to be cUiaged or dispeoidp^HE nt the piwure of the latter. The Miyor of 
Brigade is aminted by Head dnd is, stnctlv speaking, attached to the Bri- 
gade or Garnson, and not to the the General Officer 

A great numbw of cornmumoaiiPle^V under consideration. 
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REFORM. 

** Was zie)it ilir dw stirne fin^ter tind Kraus ^ 

Wfis Btarrt ihr wild in die nacht hinaus, 

Ihr freien, Ihr mannlicl^n beelen ? 

Jezt heiilt der Sturm, jeztwrauB*t das nieer, 

4* Jezt zittert das £i*drnch um uns her, 

\Vir wollen uiis die noth nicht \erheh1eii.** — K o&ker. 

We are reformers : and most officers of fortune who have in effcry 
gazette seen young men of rank and familyt who had not left school 
when the war closed, promoted over their lieads, are as decided re- 
formers aseourselves. • Butf anxious as we may beP for the removal of 
practices that, owing to altci>ed* times and manners, have gradually 
grown into abuses, as well as for such an improvement in our institu- 
tions, as the increase of knowledge and the general advance of society 
seem naturally to call for ; we cannot, without soifow and apprehen- 
sion, contemplate the progress of Lord John Russell’s bill, because we 
think it a measure that, under the salutary name of reform, threatens 
the complete overthrow of the constitution — of that constitution too, be 
it always recollected, that has tended to make these comparatively poor 
and barren islands the most beautiful spots of this beautiful world ; 
that has placed the men of Britain at the head of all the arts of war 
jtoace, and made them the dread and wonder, as well as the envy, 
whicn is never unmixed with hatred, of all surrounding nations. From 
tills high station, the proudest to which any nation ever attained, the 
reft™ bill, if passed into law, will be the first, but irrevocable ste|f 
downwards. C>ur descent may not be instantly perceptible, but like a 
mass loosened from the highest pinnacle of the cliff that moves slowly 
at first, till gaining strength at every bound, it descends at last with a 
de^ee of fury that sets resistance at defiance, and carries every where 
ruin and devastation before it in its way ; so must a people constituted 
and situated as the people of Britain are at this day, when once fairly 
detached from their old laws and institutions, rush down the steep of 
moral degradation till arrested by some of those great revolutions of 
empires, or convulsions of nature, that are far beyond the bounded 
reach of human speculation. ^ 

Anxiously as we always avoid politics, in order to devote our atten- ^ 
tion to the various branches of« knowledge ^nnected with the difficult 
duties of the professions to which this Journal is particularly dedicated, 
(and what branch of human knowledge is not more or loss connected 
with the profession of arms ?) we nevertheless cannot allow a measure so 
firaught with ruin, to pass unchallenged ; and proceed, therefore, in th^ 
plain language of soldiers, who as such can belong to no party but tllafi^ 
of their country, and must at all times be far above the influence of 
mere factions, distinctly to state the grounds of our belief in the per- 
vniciotts tendency of the proposed bill. 

^ In the eafly stages of rc^lar governxmnts, the great advantage of 
jppular representation is, that it make^Aw executive acquainted with 
wants and wishes of the people at and infuses sdifte part of 
their feeling into the administrative of the country. ^ But, in 

exact proportion as jiublic opinion and obtains other 

means of influencing the acts of gov|nm^^in tlm same proportion 
S. JovxH. No. 32. July 1831. * i u 
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miistibe popular or controljtiiig bnmeh of the legislatnrey Amalgamate 
to# oMii^ extent with the executive for its own preservation^ acquire 
Mirjtowtrs from the stren^h of the power it represents, take upon 
ittolCtlie fulfilment of new uuties, or fall to the ground as altogether 
useless. Because, being ori^nally^ intended as the representative of 
pcdblic opinion only, its functions naturally cease as public opinion ac- 
quires sufiicient strength to make its own way without the aid of such 
representatives. The representative branches of the legislature are the 
guardians of public opinion in its infancy, but as mere guardians their 
aid is no longer required when the ward has grown up to manhood. 
And exactly' in proportion as popular opinion rose to its present gigantic 
hcsight in Engjland, sa did the Commons, owing to the happy working of 
out constitution, acquire independent strength with the general pro- 
gress of knowledge, till ceasing by degrees to be a mere controlling 
power, they gradually concentrated in themselves the whole power of 
government. Though, in some measure, dependent both on the crown 
and the people, they yet possess the power of arresting popular en- 
croachments by the aid of the crown on one side, and of checking the 
crown itself by controlling the supplies on the other ; the whole forming 
thus the most beautiful and penect piece of government-machinery 
the world has ever beheld. To call this constitution that has grown 
with us from our infancy, has adapted itself with wonderful pliability 
to all the changes that centuries have produced in our strength and 
situation, astWelT as to that proud national character which it produced, 
the work of mere human hands, would be the very height of presump- 
tion ; for what the present race of intellectual giants can achieve in 
such matters has been amply illustrated by the half hundred perfect 
constitutions manu&ctured in our own time ; all of which, from those we 


ourselves bestowed upon Corsica, Sicily, and Portugal, down to the last 
French charte^ fell to the ground amidst the universal scoffs of the very 
people for whose good government they had been devised. 

The salutary balance, held, as above stated, between the crown and 
tile people, must be entirely destroyed by Lord John Russeirs bill, be- 
cause, by surrendering to the lower orders the power of electing an 
mrerwhelming majority of that House of Commons which already pos- 
sesses the whole power of the government, we in &ct surrender the 
government into the hands of the democracy ; for a House of Commons 
^returned pt the pleasure of the mob, git^t ultimately be as subservient 
to that mob as any other ""agent must be to the will of his employer. 
Unless, therefore, the other branches of the legislature are stren^hened 
in proportion, and rendered capable of balancing a reformed House of 
^Pommons, for ^hich no provision is made in this bill, the present 
ttopemmeat of King, Lords, and Commons, is at an end, and a pure 
ocmocraiw, the real object of the radical party who are strenuous sup- 
porters or the measure, must follow as a matter of course, under wha^ 
ever name* and form it may at first be disguised. The consequence 
will naturally be, that, in disregard of the first prindiples of go- 
vernment, wiiich show that feja only by following a steady and oonsial- 
ent enlightened often even very much at variance with 

public opinion and momei|f|]y^nefit, the country ruled by democracy 
f ^dll be ruled os demool^ifiha^nvariably are, by the impolae of the 
laomeiit, by the wild the designing speculatorB, over whose 
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piaiis some passiffg ele^ of prosperity may Jiove shed'a false <9 
by the ravings of infuriated demago^ues^ aqt&g on the passiona of^lm 
multitude /luring those periods of distress to which all commercial and 
manufacturing states must at times be liable. Some of the evils re« 
suiting from this constant fluctuation may be here briefly pointed otrt. 

It has been the pride of this country, and one of the main causes of 
its prosperity, that no persoif holding any oflicial situation, civil or 
military, has ever in modern times deviated, in the discharge of public 
duty, from the path of rectitude and honour. We have suflered^^as 
well as our neighbours, from the occasional fully and incapacity of pub- 
lic functionaries : we have seen full blown folly in pretty Ifigh and con- 
spicuous^situations, .but treachery and worthlessness no where. Men 
have often enough acted likes fools, but to the extent of their capa^ty 
they could always be depended %pon ; they never acted like knaves 
Will such a proud boast be maintained, and can consistent conduct ht 
expected under a government that will not itsoirhave the power of 
being consistent, but must change and sacrifice its measures as well as 
servants, according to every passing whim of despotic democracy ? Will 
men be conscientious and zealous in carrying into effect the plans and 
orders of ]\linisters, who, together with their followers, may from day 
to day, ai the caprice of the mob, be denounced as the enemies of the 
people ; and who, like the generality of such ephemeral rulers, will 
not hesitate to sacrifice their subordinates whenever it may suit their 
owri views or convenience ? Will not public functionaries under such 
ctroumslances, make the most of their precarious situations, and trust to 
immediate peculation, instead of looking forward to honourable distinc- 
tion as the reward of duties faithfully performed ? will they not neg- 
lect the acts of grace from which they can derive no individual advan- 
tage, and turn measures of necessary severity into means of oppression 
ibr the mere gratificutioii of selfish views ? Such, at least, is generally 
the conduct of men holding office under weak and unstable govern- 
itients ; and for the faults of public men the people suffer. The Turks 
are, according to their laws, as free a people as any in Europe, but the 
government is, or was till lately, destitute of power ; the country was 
rapidly going to ruin, because the public functionaries were shamefully 
venal in a country where even the poorest Moslem is proverbially 
honest. The laws and institutions of Portugal have been the admira- 
tion of all jurists; but there ^s^either law nor justice to be found in 
Portugal, because (leaving Don Miguel and his contemptible set en- 
tirely. out of the question) the government, however well disposed, 
could never, even under the great Marquis of Pdhbal, depend on its 
orders being carried into effect, owing to the negligence, tre^hery^^' 
and .venality of its public functionaries. * Poland, oefore its distneifl*'' 
berment, was a Royal Republic, where, according tq the fashionable 
theories of the day, men could hs^ly fail to be free, great, and happy, 
for no one posses^ much legal power; but as might have been ex- 
peted; th# only freedom known in the country was that maintained 
'ny the sword, or purchased with g6l^^^,7h'e natural consequence of 
c'anefara state of things, was the almosl^|liresisting fall of SM brave and 
gaUant people. ^ ^ 

It may, perhaps, be urged, that = democracy has not produced ^ 
America the effisets we have ascril^ *to ito stray. This is perfeeSy 
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trul^ a$ to fact; but our cases are totally dissimilar: for not only are 
t&e of America 'lh>m character, circumstances, and situation 

hastening rapidly towards aristocracy, whilst we are tahing.an opposite 
direction, but we unfortunately want the millions of uncultivated acres 
that constitute as yet the safety-valve of the feeble institutions of the 
great Trans- Atlantic Republic, lit that country,, as soon as a hale and 
active man, (and such only can be troublesome,) finds work scarce, or 
his situation uncomfortable, he shoulders his axe, and histead of taking 
counsel and advice from modern philosophers, crosses the Aleghaiiy 
and begins to hew down trees and to clear land. These healthy pur- 
suits naturahy scatter the population over an immense tract of country, 
and place them not only beyond the reach, but also beyond the influ- 
ence of demagogues. A people so situated, and happily removed from 
all immediate contact with foreign ftates, hardly require any govern* 
ment beyond what is necessai^ for conducting their few and simple 
fiscal and police regulations. The very reverse, however, is the case in 
this country, where a dense population of artisans and manufacturers 
are, from their crowded situation, from unhealthy and soul-souring 
pursuits, as well as from their fluctuating means of subsistence, con- 
stantly exposed to the arts of agitators, incendiaries, and mob-flatterers, 
the vilest of all flatterers, because tiatterina the lowest of nassions. 


the vilest of all flatterers, because flattering the lowest of passions. 

It is deeply to be deplored, that the excitement ncuui ‘'-ifiting or* the 
subject of reform, renders any calm discussion of the tj^<^its of the Bill 
totally impracticable. The lower orders and all comiHcifial men have 
^ believe, that some MiHui imme- 

/p * 1 . r‘ “i"* “’'"“rite measure; and as a neat 

of the press have aided, and are still aiding to spread this wr- 

jw to With patience or attention, though <«e single 

5? to- show the bmentable fallacy of the expectation. 

We have ali^y a reforming mimstry, composed, for they are Enelish 
««"tlemen, of high-minded and honourabJ individLs, 
^ it condition of the people, and possessing all the 

»we« that Government can comMutionalltf hold; yet they have 
inability to grant any immediate relief. To 

i&fi ®“"®t be granted con- 

ttstently with the present constitution, is to look for* such relief 

“nconsUtutional, to be oar- 
®“?y •*y,"i overthrow of the constitution. 

rane8,ttot has the admiration of the wise, and has stood the 
destined to fell? Not before the fleets and 
world—for anxious as our friends and Allies 
r?nr!^ i m ** **i® they yet know us to be their snp». 

are _ we to fall by the hand of some of those giants m 
wtdlect, oocMonally sent into the world by Providence, in wder to 
roise up the fWen, or to hunifal»tbe mighty among the nations; for 

one'lrom^hML^?’^“T“^/^‘^ “ man; in puUm liiie there is but 
one iro^hyided prat, and ha'Kvears a turban, rad is already atonlv 

“** “ **** ““iversal fcobIeftes^*tirt 
^ dir^on ofaftira has everywhere been assumed by a poor 
jib of party writers; nfen totaHj^tincapable of estimating the vnlimrf 
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political institations> or of forming just theories fur the guidance of 
governments, because, as every page of their writings shows, they are 
as ignorant.of history, that is, of the manner in which men have acted, 
and may act again, in the different situations in which they may have 
been placed, as they are ignorant ef the springs and passions tnat in- 
fluence human actions. These men, destitute even of moderate talents 
for sophistry, and capable of itiaking the worse appear the better part 
only by direct lAisrepresentation, have yet by boldly imposing on the 
ignorant, by overwhelming the enlightened with insults, by evading 
reason, and repelling inquiry, collected under the banner of radi- 
calism and disaffection, a crew whose loud and incessant*abuse of the 
institutions of theii; native land, now threatens* the overthrow of all 
that is great amongst us, and can only, except in superior powers of 
mischief, be compared to the bowlings of certain Negro sects, against 
that very sun whose rays warmed, fostered, and supported them. 

" “ Lo Nil a vu sur ses rivagea 

Lea noirs habitans dcs disserts 
Insulter, par des cris sauvages, 

L’natre ^clatant de Tunivera. 

Crime impuissant ! fureiirs bizarres I 
Tandia quo ses monstres barbares 
Poussalent d'insolentes clameura, 

Le Dieu, poursuivant sa carriere, 

Vcrsait des torrens de lumiere 
Sur ses obscurs bhisph^mateurs.^' — Le Franc. 

It will perhaps be said, that so general a cry for reform could not, in 
an enlightened age, have been raised against the present state of the 
constitution, unless some strong grounds for change had been made out. 
We have already stated that we are reformers, and allow therefore that 
improvements may be made in the state of the representation ; but 
those who think that the imaginations of men cannot be so for exalted, 
and their passions so for, and so univerally roused, as to lead them into 
the wildest extremes in pursuit of imaginary good, when, above all, as 
'in the present case, personal advantages are expected to result from it, 
know deplorably little of men, and above all of Englishmen. For, os 
a people, we are naturally generous, but unreflecting, easily led to be- 
lieve in specious theories of universal happiness, totally incom{)atible 
with the present nature of in^erfect man ; and we are also, with all 
OUT faults, a sanguine and enterprising people in the cause of virtue, a 
fact amply proved by our many foolish payments and crusades in sup- 
port of fay-retched schemes of liberty and phllanthlopy. It is also the 
natural tendency of that partial degree of instruction to which the mass 
of the people of this country has slowly attained, and beyond which 
the mere mass of the present description of men can but slowly proceed, 
to feel impatient at restraints, the necessity of which, for the good 

r ernment of the whole, they cannot always perceive ; as well ■ us to • 
easily Ihstigated to hate and envy the classes possessing superior 
advantages, which inferiors too often j^hink equally due to their own 
melk and knowledge, the great medid^ity of which they are not so 
apt to discern. None know better than military men, for hone have 
such opportunities of judging, that there is much, very much of hiirh 
talent, worth, ani virtue, to be foun^ among the lower orders in tSia 
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GOttntty.; but« as in all ri^dks, the' presumptuous are of eourse the most 
numerous. No laws of mhre human instnuting will ever, in this worlds 
place all men according to their relative worth and merit,«aor would 
they, if so placed, be satisfied ; for few are those indeed who justW es- 
timate themselves ; were an agrariim l&w for the equal division of pro- 
perty passed to-inorrow, the same principle would at the end of a month 
again call for its renewal. It is by Mattering the good by calling 
forth and fostering the evil passions naturally resulting' from such situ- 
ation and character, far more than by advocating and proposing any 
great and intelligible plan /or national improvement, that the radical 
press has attained its present dangerous influence. This is rendered 
sufficiently evident by the fiict, that no two of the narty agree »as to the 
specific benefits that are to be derived fiDm the bill : no, give us the 
bill is the only cry and then we shall do wonders, but what the won- 
ders are none seem able or disposed to tell. We shall therefore try 
our hand at the* ta^$b though pretty well aware how all unflattered pic- 
tures of fiivourites, whether measures or mistresses, are received by 
their respective worshippers. 

We shall begin with the frank avowal, that we do not believe Eng- 
land can now maintain her station or ultimate independence under a 
democratic government ; because the democracy of England is at pre- 
sent principally composed of men closely connected with, or altogether 
dependent upon, trade and manufiictories. Mere commercial bodies will 
always be found inferior to others in moral strength and greatness, be- 
cause it is wealth and not fame that forms the object of trade : and as 
the policy of a country must naturally soon fall in Avith the views and 
interests of its governors, every other source of national greatness and 
prosperity will by degrees, imperceptible at first perhaps, be sacrificed 
to the advancement of this one favourite pursuit ; though history, to 
whose melancholy but instructive pages we must constantly refer, 
amply shows that no 'merely trading nation ever was a great nation, or 
able to maintain for any time its dignity and independence. We are 
far from wishing to say, that any of the present merchants or manufac- 
turers of England would knowingly sacrifice one iota of national honour ' 
to views of personal enrichment ; we think too well of our countrymen, 
of men brought up under the noble institutions whose approaching fall 
we are so deeply deploring, to entertain any such opinion ; Ave know, 
on the contrary, that, taken all in all, tjliere exist not in the country a 
more high-minded set of men than the merchants of Britain ; but we 
do believe that the spirit of trade having once obtained supreme sway, 
Avill, as a matter of course, lead to all the evils that the basie thirst of 
gold is heir to.'^ 

** Quid lion mortalia peetpra cogis, 

A'lri sacra fames 

Then we shall see Nature banished from the land, our beautiful 
country covered from end to end. with rail-roads, pestiferous; manufac- 
tories, and smoking steam-enmnes. The yeomanry of England, once 
the pride of human kind, will be transformed to sallow and emaciated 
manufacturers, reduced to the lowest state of human existence, in 
c^er to undersell the unhappy manufacturers of the Continent ; and 
men who could yet, were *jiutioe done them, carry the mcyustiq 
world before them in their way, avII be forced, as competition increases. 
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to act tba parts of begging pedlars and artisans to the rest of Europe^ 
as the Italians are now its nddlers and panders^ Even the warlike and 
turbulent spirit of f^gression, which, contrary to the assertion of the 
liberals, has so invariably distinguished democracies, will hurry on our 
fall; for the penurious spirit of commerce will dismantle Jieets and dis- 
band armies, and tlie proud banner? of England will be struck to the 
loud shouts of those eiilightenfbd economists, who think that armies, 
and not the evil passions of men, are the causes of war : and who seek 
for the universal happiness principle in a state of overstrained commer- 
cial exertion, totally incom^tible with individual strength, health, and 
virtue ; the only real founaations of human happiness. Then will ar- 
rive the Igdcyon days when wars of foreign intenpsntion will be need- 
less ; for foreign states will ^gljt their own battles as well as ours, at 
our expense, and if need be, on our own soil, just as the Wiurs of Italy 
are fought at present. Deprived of the protection of fleets and armies, 
or defended only by armaments raised for the moment, and alike desti- 
tute, as such armaments always are, of professional 'i^ll, feeling, and 
honour, our colonies will, one after the other, pass over to our more 
powerful rivals. Russian fleets, issuing from the Bosphorus, will con- 
vey to India those armies that never could have found their way thither 
by land ; the freemen of America will extend their protection to the 
slave-owners of Jamaica, in order to protect them from the scalping 
knives and cutlasses of black preachers and reformers. Atheistical 
France may also in time be prevailed upon to fraternize with Catholic 
Ireland, for the purpose of protecting that unhappy country from the 
double tyranny of England and of Rome. 

'Twere sad to tell, and long to trace. 

Each step from glory to disgrace 

but as, in these times of manufacturing rivalry, commercial privileges 
must be purchased by concessions, the independence of the country 
will be yielded up step by step to obtain momentary relief in periods 
of distress, which must of course increase in frequency and pressure 
with the increasing dependence of the population on trade alone. So 
that in the end,- we shall see Portsmouth, perfectly useless to a nation 
destitute of fleets, yielded on true utilitarian principles, to France for the 
temporary advantage of supplying^ her markets with cotton. And 
Edinburgh Castle, a mere biv^tton 'to a liberal people above national 
prejudices, surrendered to the jRussians fbr permission to send broad 
cloth to the Baltic till the issuing of the next Imperial Uka§e. 

But wlmt would this country be without trade ? — will probably be 
asked by tnose of our adversaries who consider this unmeaning and every- 
day question a settler to all political speculations not having commer- 
cial supremacy for their leawng object. ^ It is ^easily answered No 
country, even in the earliest stages of civilization, effn be altogether 
without trade ; nor can any country in the present state of European 
civilizatioi^ well be without foreign trade; though it is the striving 
of America, as well as of the continental states, particularly of libend. 
France and liberal America, to render themselves os independent as 
possible of all foreign, and above all, of British import-tr^ade. But, 
besides the rude state of no trade, which is now of course entirely out 
of the question, and a profitable and honourable trade, there is also an 
overwrought trade, which can only lj|b carried on Ut the ultimate ex- 



396 

pense. of .natimiftl wealthy worthy and morality : this trade^ which soon 
destroys the healthy eajdtal of a nation, is but a gilded halo hovering 
Koiad decay/' and to this we think that a mere commerdid and denM^ 
cratic supremacy wonlcl inevitably lead us. How .far the mere spirit* 
of trade will lead men independently even of the pressure of national 
want, is amply proved by the hunnliations the Genoese and Venetians 
submitted to from the Turks, for the sako of the early Levant trade^ 
as well as by the degradations by which the Dutch purchased the 
paltry advantage of sending an annual ship to Japan. 

What this country and its people were in less commerdal times, may 
also be mentioned for the 'information of the upholders of trade to the 
exclusion of every ot^er interest. All the historians of the nyddle ages 
agree in stating, thit the English were Jby tar tfie most beautiful race 
of people in.Europe ; and it may be fairly doubted, whether great nati- 
onal beauty can be separated from national comfort and happiness; 
they were also confessedly the most active, athletic, and warlike peo- 
ple, that is, they^ possessed in the highest degree, all the virtues of 
those times, and they were further the conquerors of France, and their 
oonntry was termed merry England." In our commercial age, thanks ' 
to tacticians, liberal and political economists, the conquest of France 
wafi found no such easy matter, and the term of merry England" is 
remembered only by the singular contrast it suggests to commercial 
England. That our people still retain many of their personal quali- 
ties is true, but no one can visit any of the great manufacturing towns 
or districts, without perceiving how much they are already on the 
decline. Commerce, ^^more unsteady than the southern gale," has 
brought us wealth, certainly ; it also forwarded, as it always does, the 
early stages of our civilization ; but it has also bought us many evils ; 
whether it has brought us a counterbalancing quantity of virtue, is the 
question its upholders have to answer before they can demand further 
powers, certain of extending its already wide-spread influence. 

There is a point of yet lingering national character, that renders any 
great change in this country exceedingly precarious. We are, of all 
the people of the earth, the most obedient to the laws to trhich wq 
know that submission is due: but we acknowledge no superior but 
that law, and the moment any other is attempted, even with a good 
intent, John Bull at once assumes his pugilistic attitude, and becomes 
the free-born Englishman," the most intractable and insubordinate of 
all God's creatures. This noble spirit bf independence fits men for the 
conquest of .the world, but makes them very dangerous tools for* poli- 
tical experiments. They are submissive to the laws that have been 
banded down to them from their forefathers, because they know ^that 
universal obediedfee is due and paid to such laws. Once freed, how- 
ever, from tlmse . moral bonds, who dial! bripg the giant, intoxicated 
wUh |K»werrbach within the bounds of social discipHne? ,Who shall 
cofiyince him of the necessity of a new order of tbinm he may not like ? 
And whence shall come the power of enforcing obedience ? a mat- ^ 
ter of abstract righti none will dmiy that all who pay taxes are entitled 
to., be fairly reprea^ted-»-but aaaoon as representation becomes power,' 
as In Ihe.t^e of .elating the sotbcrmitg branch of the legislature, then 
th^.;thiug is widely altered » &<the commiqnity have then avight to - 
dqi^tmd secikity .from :alLAvbq, qjKercise such power, and^ trihst^ and 
insist on :|he,se€uriirfr o| property, till the better guarantee * 
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of character ia established. And exactly in proportion as the powers 
of the elected increase^ and it now constitutes the supreme power of 
the eoutttr^j,, m does the responsibility of the Elector also rise^ and in 
the same increasing proportion should security be demanded of him 
for the exercise of that power. In private life, no man trusts his 
fiste and fortune to an unknown individual without ample security; 
but in public life, when the fortunes of all are at stoke, we are, it seems, 
to follow a different line of conduct. Many think, indeed, that the 
Bill cannot possess the democratic tendency we ascribe to it, because 
the able and upright men who brought it mrward would be the very 
last to seal the aoom of their order by such a hieasure. To say nothing 
here of tjje strange project of diminishing the ^nmber of English 
members and increasing tBose^of jthe sister Isle, at l^e very time when 
Ireland was almost in a state of rebellion, and when the dignity of the 
House was suffering from the conduct of some of the Irish members 
within its walls ; we need only point to the resuhui^ brought out by 
common arithmetic, and fully verified by the late el^ion. And those 
who trust to mere men in such matters, forget, or know not, the effects 
that years of strife and opposition wiU- produce on the minds of the 
wisest and the best. Reform has been a party question during the 
whole of the political lives of its present supporters ; loudly cheered by 
one party, and fiercely assailed by the other, they have grown grey in 
fighting its battles with zealous consistency, and it is the natural ten- 
dency of a contest so carried on to raise and fire the imagination, and 
to hurry ardent men far beyond the bounds that sober judgment would 
prescribe. 

Before endangering, in these times of excitement, the very founda- 
tion of social order, in the idle hope of bettering the condition of the 
people, by what we are pleased to term a reformed system of govern- 
ment, let us first try what can be effected by self-reform, and give our 
ancient laws and institutions a just trial ; for no political institutions, 
however perfect, can lead to beneficial results unless virtuously acted 
up to. Let us therefore cast liberalism, radicalism, exclusiveness, and 
twsel-hunting to the dogs : let us in every sense of the word, return to 
our country, to British feelings, and if it must be, even to British pre- 
judices. Let the name of a Briton be a passport to British sympathy in- 
stead of British hauteur : let us aid earn other in sorrow and in suffer- 
ing, and cheer each other in prosperity: and let all ranks take ajpride 
in aiding to forward and uphoIB the honour«and happiness of their na- 
tive land. When this reform shall have been carried, a reform in our 
pdiitical institutions may be safely and easily undertaken ; and it will 
then probaUy be found, that they require no such sweeping change as 
that propose Iw Lord John Russell’s Bill. * 

At the breaking out of the Irish rebellion, several fendble re|^- 
menttf composed of l^e finest men, perhaps, that ever carried arms, 
were raised at the mere beck of the great proprietors of Sutherland, 
Gaithn^, gnd Ross. Those once populous districts are now one 
sheep-walk waste and wide sheep nave displaced the men, who have 
b^n forced to emigrate, or to seek em^ojrment in the sickly and de- 
moralising mahufectories of Glasgow, iPaisley,' fee. fee. A few land- 
lorda hove been enriched, and pwtical economists and einpirics have 
boasted of the impaovement of the coqnt^,nt the very moment uriien 
they were feyiiqp the axe to the root of its prospeifty. This system. 
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which bemn in England and swe^t oiner Sootla&dj is now proceeding 
in Ireland ; that it tells more i^inst the aristocracy than the demo* 
crncy is true, and, therefore, is it here mentioned, formerly 

stated,* that, ''l»ting what is effected by fashion, the tendency of 
which is at present decidedly hosrile to all manly and patriotic feeling, 
the aristocracy of England contain within themselves more of the ele- 
ments of’ real ppreatness, than are ^tcf be found in any other class of 
equal numliers m dny country in the worU and though we still ad- 
here to that opinion^ we neverthless thinic that their general conduct 
has greatly tended to bring about thd-pi^sent crisis. They, too, were 
influenced •'by the spirit of commercial times, bent the knee to mam- 
mon, set an exam]^ of subserviency to poiyer and riches, ifxat wasnso 
promptly imitated by all ranks, that i;io pian could in the end stand up- 
right in the presence of his superior in fortune, and the relative wealth 
of the community might almost have been ascertained \w anmlar mea- 
surementb Instead of upholding national manners and feeling, they 
became Liberals, resided and spent vast sums in France and Italy ; 
trained up their sons and daughters in the anti-British ideas, so care- 
fully instilled into all youthfol minds in the virtuous convents and 
seminaries of those morm countries. Not only affable, but often cring- 
ing abroad to the most despicable of foreigners, the^ were at home 
cold, haughty, and distant, to tlieir countrymen, seeking in exclusive- 
ness the most wretched of all distinctions, because the easiest to be 
attained, and never sought by those who have other means of attaining 
honest celebrity. The matrons of England too, whose fame^nce stood 
.so high, that hfteen years of peace and slander have not been altoge- 
ther able to shake it, might every night be seen at Roman conversa- 
zioni, associating on the most friendly terms with the married women 
of Italy, whose conduct is not attempted to be disguised : whilst the 
young ladies of England studied gallantry in those French and Italian 
coteries, in which the young and the unmarried native women are very 
properly never allowed to appear. As it is not given to all to grasp 
the full grandeur of British institutions, and to understai^d the man- 
ners naturally resulting from them, many of our travellei%<l^for in all 
these matters the aristocracy of wealth were but the paltry imitators 
of the aristocracy of birth — captivated by the fripperies of foreign man- 
ners, as more congenial to little minds, tried to import and naturalise 
such exotics amongst us ; and thus brojee the last link that still con- 
nected them with the lowl^r orders, who unwillingly granted even a 
constitutional power to those who no longer shared in the national 
feelings of the people for whom they attempted to legislate. 

Tb^ for sud^conduct the aristocracy can make no better \;laim than 
the mercantile interest for an extra-constitutional share of power, is 
sufficiently evident ; and if they have acquired any such power, beyond 
what the time-serving spirit of tlie age will always enable weal^ to. 
command, let restitution be demanded in a tone that shall ensure com- 
pliance ; but let us not, on that account, overthrow the ba^apee of the 
constitution ; let us not rush into wild democracy in, order to escape 
from aristocratic influence. Let us have reform, not founded, indeed,, 
on the theories of Radicals, who would niake us believe that kings. 


* F. 28, March 1831. 
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\orb, and lawff^ai« Ae onlf bar» td tlie perfectibility bf man, and the 
immolate animl of the millenniam, but a reform that shall leave us 
the constitution of King, liords, and Commons, unimpaired. And a 
very slight alteration in the representation will be sumcient to effect 
this ; for the last election, has triumphantly ^mved that self-refdrm is, 
after all, the reform principally wanted, llna, opposition press even 
carried hollow every point it tooVup against the Wellington Adminis* 
tration, and some or those poipts were verily not of the wis^t. 

We have taken up this subject with regret, and«jn sorrow arid with 
bitter forebodings do we doseitf^for, speakins from professional feel- 
ings, perhaps, we must say, that nothing has nruck us as so sad u sign 
of these evd times, as the lamentable facility with •Which pnblic men 
have been driven from the aischarge of their duty by mob clamour and 
newspaper abuse. 


vri^rntg, in rt xaxiv irun^tn fuj{ev ' 

T^t h itMsros 

AiiS Mid tq yi^ fuyx 9UK0t — Iliad liib. ziii. 


A conscientious change of opinions we*^can easily understand, but to 
retain opinions honestly formed, and yet to retire, browisbeaten, from a 
contest oil which the fate of England depends, is to ns a feiu^ol and 
incomprehensible novelty in the character of Britons. In such a cause 
as the present, it is tlie duty of all who fight from conviction, to fight 
to the fast, — ^for submission but emboldens the foe, — and to yield, be- 
cause the battle seems hopeless, is a craven weakness that has lost ' 
many a fiiir field that firmness might have retrieved. It is the last 
fight for the proudest mental fabric that ever adorned the earth, or 
lielped to enlighten mankind. The eyes of the world are ofi the com- 
batants, and as the defenders of our trme-lionoured institutions neglect 
or perform their duty, so will the present and the future scorn vor laud 
their names. There was no want of despondency in the army towards 
the evening of the battle-day of Waterloo. The Dutch and Belgians 
had Itoen scssl^ed like chaff before the wind of heaven ;** masses of 
hostile infinity, like dark and overcharged clouds, seemed ready to 
hurst in thunder over the remnant of the British band, who, forced 
into squares by the overwhelming superiority of the French cavalry 
that everywhere swept the plain, presented almost infallible marks to 
the iron hail that hun^eds of ]}iq^a of artillery were pouring in upon 
them : if in such extremity, when hope seeided none, and when death 
had for hours strode triumphantly through their thinned and bleeding 
ranks, not a single soldier, of the humblest name and station, left his 
post ; shall It be said that the high and the noble of the land shrunk 
from their duty^ when the constitution of their country was to be up- 
held ; shall those who carried their heads so high on the mere strength 
of the physical courage' displayed by sailors and 8oldiers,^e in the libhir ^ 
of trial nmnd totally- wanting in the higher quality of moral courage ^ 
Perish iheithought 1 and ifVe too must fall ; if the constitution of these 
realms is to sink in the universal tempest that is now sweeping over 
Europe, let its sworn defenders behave at least in a manner worthy 
the cause confided to them^^and go down with« the fiag of duty and of 
honour naUed to the mast-^d. 
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LSrTKRS PROM CONSTANTINOPLE. 

NO. I. 

• ( * 

Amtono the recent ifmprDvements that have taken place in the 
Turkish Empire^ there is none thal marks so strongly tho approxi- 
mation of the people to European habits ^and feelihgs, as their enter- 
taining an idea or^ablishing a Quarantine 'against the infection of 
plague. As this circun)8tance forms^R momentous era in their history^ 
ana the subject seems p^uliarly appropriate to the Naval Department 
of the ITnited Service Journal, I shall confine jnvself in this commu- 
nication ttf a desorintion of the intended establishment^ with the inci- 
dents which have lea to its proposed adoption. It will^ in all proba- 
bility, be the first notice of it published in Europe. 

The strong sMk extravagant notions of predestination entertained by 
the Turb, have hitherto been carried so fiEtr,'Hhat they deemed it an 
impiety to take any precaution against whatever Allah was pleased to 
aCnd. ITill verv lately, th^ rej^ed vaccination on this principle ; 
bat a Frank ipysidan having persuaded them that it was not a pro- 
phylactic, but a therapeutic, not intended to prevent a disease, but to 
neal one already existing in tlie human constitution, they were satis- 
fied with the distinction, and when the Sultan had some of his children 
vaccinated, many others followed his example. 

After the amul visitation of the plague in 1812, they could not be 
pmuaded to take any measures of safety, though they saw that the 
I^nks, who shut themselves up from contact or communiciation, gene- 
n^y escaped amidst the carnage that surrounded them, nor was it till 
1600 persons a day were brought out of the top Kakousi gate to be 
buried, that they would suffer even prayers to be offered up in the 
Mosques that the plague might be stayed, deeming even that a mur- 
muring and a want of due submission to the decrees of Providence. 
Some years after, however, the disease again appeared among the 
Pashaw's tigams encamped at BuyuUere, and the Turkish soldiers 
wm for the nrst time observed washing the clothes of their deceased 
companions, and hanipng them to dry outside their tents. Many a 
Frank was greatly amrmed, when passing by he incautiously came in 
contact with these infected articles, no^withstaifding the depuration of 
air and water, which he *could hardly believe the Turks would ever 
attempt. 

But it was after the late Russian campaign, that thev began seri- 
ously to oousij^er the absurdity of their opinions. They saw the 
ravages theplague made inW allachia, and the effectnal precautions taken 
Iqf their enemies, which, in many inbtonces,* arrested its progress and fi- 
nally subdned'lt ; and as they adopted their military discipline, they clSo 
thonght of profiting by their example in other respects. An energetic 
Peaha seeing the fi^iie break out in Up dfttrict, drew a Cordon nmnd 
the village where it appeared, and suffered Ho one to pass either in or 
ouTon any pintext. After some time, everv thing was silent, and on 
examiBaiion, it was fbund that the whole of the population was dead/ 
but the disease never extended beyond the spot where this fcsrful 
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precautionary aaerifice was made. Some time after, the monks of a 
invent in Syria were infected, and the F&dia of Acre interdicted in a 
similar way aqy communication with them ; some orthe brethren died, 
but the distemper did not appear beyond the walls of the monastery. 

These and similar occurrences inda<|^ the Turks to entertain amous 
notions of adopting the precautions of other nations, with a viet^ to 
disarm the most dreadful and destructive enemy by which they have 
ever been attackedi A short time ago, application was made by the 
Turkii^ Government, to the British minister here, for a plan of ^ 
Lazaretto to be established at ^Oonstantinople on the European prin- 
ciple, with a view to prevent the introduction of the disease from 
abroad, an^ extinguish^ it at home. This applicat^m was ferwarded 
to England, and orders* were s^t J:o Malta, that a plan of^the Laaa>- 
zetto of that place should be sent as a model. But the superintendent^ 
Mr. Greig, having examined it, found that there were many objections 
to it. It had been erected by the Knights at a timMirhea the isbuid 
had no commerce, and there was no provision made fer the depuration 
of suspected goods, besides it was an establishment formed when mreij 
thing of the kind was imperfectly understood, and it was necessaiy to 
make sundry alterations and addutions to the original establishment! 
it was, therefore, decided to draw up a plan of an entirely new edificfe 
in which all the improvements made by time and experience in the old 
one should be embodied. 

The direction of this was mven to Capt. Schemloi, an active and in* 
telligent native^ of Malta. He had been employed by the 1^1 povem* 
ment during the plague which visited the island in 1813, in directiiijg 
and paying those who removed the infected bodies, and executed his 
hazardous duty so effectually, that be was requested to continue a 
Superintendent of the Quarantine, and was appointed Captain of the 
M^sa Musceit, or Lazaretto Har^ur, which he had held ever since i 
and it was supposed that his experience, for nearly twenty years, would 
render him tne most efficient person fur such a duty. 

On the 1st of May 1831, Capt. Schemloi arrived in Constantinople^ 
with his plan for the approbs^on of the Turkish Govmment, the 
adoption of which will form a new and extraordinary era in the annals 
of Ishmaelism. The following are iu principal •features. ^ ^ 

To form a Board of Health, consisting of a President, five native 
Members, two fereigOf Alonsuls, two European Merchants, one Physi* 
ciaOt Captain of the Port,*who will meet once a weA at 

to regulate all matters connected with their department. Their first 
care will be to pro<^re a firman from the Sultan, addressed to the po- 
pulation of Constantinople, and to every other part of the Turkish 
empire, apprising the public of the beneficial objects or the intended 
regulations as connected with the safety of the people at home, and? 
their commerce with other nations. They will then ft on a emlmn 
meat place for the erecti<u^ of a Lsumretto, and a Quarantiift oAce iMb 
the newest jemd most approved ]^an. They will take into oonsideralieitt 
what places are liable to quarantine, and fix the period for vesseb 
arriviim with susceptible go^ from such places acoc^ng to the ma- 
ture m their bills ^ herith, which must be issued by the prepcr aullto*- 
ritim at the ^oes where they depart ftom and toadied at during their 
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votdge. As most part of the vestds andior at Cosple en Bdbche^ 
goleg to or returnbjg; from the Blsek See, end are mliged often hy 
oelms or oontetry winds to lie at different pieces in thp channel, the 
Board of Health will appoint certain parts of the Bosphonis as qnaran* 
such vesselji only will be allowed to anchor, in 
wbidi will be a marantine house, with proper officers to watcli over 
their conduct* Three others of a similar kind will be establiAed at 
the Dardanelles, at the Castle of ^ia» and at Oalipoli ; and quarantine 
offices and lazarettoes in all the maritime towns of the coast, in order 
that all yes&els arriving there shall be subject to regulations similar to 
those of the capital, and no vessel shall be allowed to communicate 
with the coast, if j|he shall nut have previously^ per formed Jher quaran-^ 
tine in the port whose jurisdiction, sqch part*^of the coast is under. 
And, finally, the Board will keep up a^'frequent correspondence with 
||hi European Lazarettoes abroad ; and at home apply to the Govern*^ 
ment to issue tho^neccssary orders to aH the Pashas of towns and chief 
IdUans within the Ottoman empire, to establish a proper sanitary 
pibliiS, and ttansmit to the Board faithful reports of the state of health 
hf the mpective inhabitants under their jurisdiction, and most^arti- 
nolarly if any snspicion accident of plague ocenr, in order that the ne- 

nessary precautions may be imm<^diately token lo prevent the progress 
of ft in the district, oy it^ importation to the capital. 

These li^iilations combine two objects: to prevent the introduction of 
^fiSase, and then, if the precautions do not succeed, to attack and 
eni^voar to entirpate it uhen or wherever it appears. To effect this 
letter purpose, the infected are to be separated from those who are 


bound, and those who are compromised removed to some T#lace of bur- 
veillance; every article of furniture or apparel is either toT>e destroyed 
by fire, or purified by water if too IbluabJe to destroy, and the^ houses 
are to be washed and whitewashed, and finally fumigated with a mix- 
ture of sulphur and bran. 

The Lazaretto to be built will be a noble establishment ; it will con- 
sist of an edifice 700 feet in length, and of a proportionate breadth, 
aitiMled as nelr the port as possible. ^Zt will present a facade of two 
sMies, and be entered by a side passagu* with the Govemoi’s apart- 
miMlls in the second sbdry, so as to overlook both the front and the in^ 
of fihe establishment. Oii one side of the entrance wdll be an 
cflice ibf regulating the affairs of thp establlHfment, on the other a 
gnafd-roont for a certaiif number of soldiers ; passing this will be a 
covered shed, under which is the place where those m pratique con- 
verse with their friends who are in quarantine, si|parated frotn each 
other by bars tSnd derailing eight or nine feet aa^dev. Behind this 
will be an onen court-yard communicatlhg with apartments on ea<di 


to walk and take exeraiM^ IVoatiag tbe— ntranee will 
the atorea for depurating oooda, of ua latent eommenannite with the 
atmt and io^tfaaing trade of ConstantUej^e, and a dtoor in the rear ftr 
%Bdrhig4heiMM&en tiie necessary tiaifr i/ez{dredk' Xn the cetatre of 
the court willRP* Wge fountdUj with a nmtiaued pby vt pure water. 
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and tli0 fronts of the buildings whish form its sides will bi^ supported 
on pillurs of Marmora marble, so as to form cool porticoes to promenade 
all round, sheltered from sun and rain. The firbt impression then of 
tlie building win be on entering, that of an elegant, cheerfril, air^, 
edifice, calculated rather to inspire ple|sing thoughts, than tho^^omj 
and depressing refiections which other Lasarettoes cause, siukii^ the 
mind and predisposing it to any complaint. 

The left wing will be dedicated ro an infirmly and its meUncholjf 
appendages. It will be divided iEkoaan hospitm, having two largio 
waw, to which those actually infected wilt*be immediately coQve^^, 
and pr<d>ationary apartn^nts, where those who*)iave be^n comproiiiisea 
with the si^ will be placed. Jf any on^or more of^a^milyhttve been 
attacked, tney will be remifred io the hospital, and the rest who have 
been in constant communicutkiif with them,H;onfined in this division of 
the Lazaretto, so as to have no communication with those in the other 
apartments who are not compromised; contiguous tOn^e , hospital will 
be the burying-ground,^but sufficiently divided (romit by a wi^ 
sage and walls. This receptacle of actual distei^er andwath 
properly placed in a cbmpartment of the bpilding which hAs no oei|ji«» 
munication with fhe rest, and will be approachffl by separate entrancest 
The whole e(Mce will be surrounded with double waljr, haWiig a deep 
fosse interpo^ between them. This precaution > is neceSsary to pre- 
vent any communication frqsa the outside. It is a frequent promce 
with people in quaran^pito throw their letters, frc. over the wall, ai^d 
so circulate compromised or suspected articles abroad : any such attempt 
will be reuderoa abortive, as the thing attempted to be^ conveyed will 
fall into the ditch. . 

Such is the plan of this establqJl^mcnt which the Turks are now 
about for the first ttoe to adopb;; %ot only will it be a new era ip their 
history, but as it wilt be the completest thing of the kind, U is not im<* 
possible that European nations may hereafter adupt it, and so take 
their plans for t^e prevention of the plague from tho|e who for cen- 
turies would allow no precautions to»be taken; many difficulties will 
no doubt occur at the commia^ment; the impossibilit^f-of preventing 
communications from the ofij|ffite sides of the narrow^ straits of^he 
Bosphorus and Hellespont, ^en the plague rag^s in Asia or Eump; 
the natmral ihdolencq and apathy ofthe Turks ; their Ipng cherished 
principles of pv^estiuelion, but above all, the expens&of the establ^- , 
meht, will be greet impedimeiils^to its spe^y or effectui)! adoption 
The cost of thn Lazaretto will in the first instance be about 20,00(]U(i 
and the general qmmtion here is. Where is the money to come from ? 

The pre^nt peH^ is, however, favourable t«^he ej^tablishment of 
quarantine. There iflrtho plague^ known to existM|t least in any 
extent, to excite attention* or mvm in any part of the empire ; bA 
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lilwilar (ajMsantba should bo tdcen at AloxaadHa* The groat oom- 
tMmt ii, that postilioiioo io Aoit ilbmm plaooo to HM ua]dtal, 

m tho oontiary^ from the cwHal to Tbo ostabliMi- 

mmt of tho logulatioifii propIfeM woma at Mit aeb IlHl ^uoatioa at 
roolu « The only objae«j|ion of th^r immodlate adc^oB aviaes from the 
toptf wbidi haa now broken out in Albania, and wliich* oeeupiea all the 
attontiim of the l\irki8h C^oTornmekt at thlo time* l%eao is no man 
hmo wno, like Ctesaf, can attend to ha}f>a«donett thjhgt at onee, and it 
to aufiposed that eva^thitowdll Be Aiapended till this afbto to set at 
tmL When that twea^pllce, it to highiv fnrobal>le the pronosodtregu- 
lOMlls wjjDi be^ establiato^, particularly so as ^ to intended to* Bave a 
U/ljUt ofcOkpens^ to bft^paia by persona and sh^ei in quarantine, and 
Itie Turks will Mdfly listen xo any {Mropoial» whidh not ohly will not 
eogse to them any expense but put*mM^ in their pooketbs 
• f ^ Yours^ &c. -i t- 
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ffiBOmt 09 THB VtniVKUMH qOMMtISllM 8TIU0TUSB« ON 
otttHiAHoiH W(M>oi;i(y*(| “ oiyiNS 


- ■ n liF concditcd Hbr^ii of » 

Wdk. pnnidly oVr thto petuleiit.bBn^ 

' Fondof their IktUf spot bdolir, 

•Mor greater toq^care to kftow, ^ , 

Init think thobe woills ^sfiioh deck the skiei^ 

, Were only fonji^d to please th<^ 

Tntf Thedrjraf the UnWerse, together ^th the, 

Nature^ c^mpr^ettded under the geneml ternrof wtronda^f^itf 
the noblm aehiei^bnt <lf huidhii intellect. It fe Sfeundea oit L 
and mathattiatics^— the drsilAeats of thoae latys of matter and,^. 
whidi remlato the various phenomena of the creation, and thg 
by investl^ting and detemnining the effects of th^ lati% rake^. new 
fisbrics on a known bagis ; while the union of^Mi two tecmdadaeii 
wkdla of facts and deductions into one common and usefnj^terifn ; 
emnin^ to the contemplative philosopher, an intensely intereatbjg 
ipance into the means employed by OmnipotMUce for pl&^petuatiuygt&i) 
admirable structure. The leading quantities for riie mathemiplWI 
analysis of the heavens are simple in their conditioiij|, fdf alf tbM " 
posed deviations from a dxqd order of fecurreiicd, are bpt 
of the governing prinjMle which extends through the yelock 
liong, andf oth^r motion o|^ecele8tial bodies, and arp dolj 
by definite afieular periods!^ nese modificpitisns, OQFnjlme* 

Tons and vast; and without hard stqdy, and a knAnKoM of algdl^a 
beydnd silftpleijraualions, the doctriop of the reciprocal fdflf aopek miist 
temmn a truth. ThoiigllMth% same plan* and j^yerfiiAatkt 

readily evident to the tyro, still the abstract view of t'w^jpInAciidea bf* 
celestial meebanidn is not to be gained by a^ - nuinraii 

knowledge is generally slow in its progreeai ana es^^rial|^h^ wldjA 
is founded on th j various applications of* nikthematics. The Vjkiy li$*« 
guage of the Calculus, throujrik which alone the directtiig*B|^p^'''^ 
IS to be traced, is not acqumPwitfaout a more intense .msidnity, 
many are able to devote to tne attainment of an^lyti^ science. ^ 
faveaks in but progressively upom theSe arcana; and is lo^g in r 
the mind! of tke maaf^pf mankmd: neither HSeroglypUcs, ]Sh 
riteS^ nor thd itty^lftles of theT^Iri, were more beyoira »the regdi cf 
the Itnluitiated |u aiiaent times, than is at the present hour, Ibtft park , 
'add tlansctedbaEtd knowledge which reveals the unspeak^le subj 
Itttdty by inhich m ore surrounded, and our'' owu comparative iiiqgni*^ 
*«moe. r,* # \ * i 

With i4teb exalted noti^Sh^tf the subject, we ^proaoh sueMliscd|«i 
hor indeed shoul 

true ffati* of^ttfW0f^’hiU^Ul90'‘ 
JetMuutralion.’’ It appi|M$JUMej|ni|b 
lomnumder in the Iwf^lggiTTTm 
th, mi^fiMAtiiae moSenl prophet. Of the8«l'^at.«t4ac 
wa ^ Mipad that the ” a blunt milSr^ nxtif 

a^«.Joviiir,ltria»7vK'1891, * 


tiouB yritSi 'beoeodng humi 
Antra toAafddl^la. but ' 
**Tie*JOimiS^i 
tUlfe mofyjtni r^i 
fotoar dgkt, teui 
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gator, practised and experienced the second, a maniac, ^vho, confined 
in a madhouse, wrote from his sepulchral abode, witli the juice of 
liquorice from his mouth, on slips of paper conveyed to him by stealth.” 
We are not surprised that the descendant of Oavid should advocate, 
after his forefathers, the iminobitity of the eiirtli ; nor is there any 
thing absolutely neu’’ advanced, liotb authors have evidently adopted, 
for the basis of their speculations, the long exploded system of Ptolemy ; 
but they have omitted most of the ]>hilosoj)hic detail which almost ex- 
cused the artificial and complex doctrine of epicycle^, eccentrics, and 
other ambiiges ; and which reiidere^l that distinguislied astronomer’s 
work of partial importance. Knowing that such a farrago must jour- 
ney onwards to its oblivious and inevitable fate, we should not have 
deemed it worth n cottp dc plimr to accelerate ifis course, bad we not 
been meanwhile startled in a certain professional cluh-nKan, with the 
awful insinuation, — “ Oli ! but there must he soniethijig in it ihongh, for 
none of the kiu>\s(ing chuy)s can answer it !'* Whereupon, leaving the 
"knowing chaps” Ho pursue their more important duties, we, albeit 
not of that class, venture to make a few extracts fr(»m iliis specious 
theory : more especially as the gallant captain asserts it to be founded 
" on observation ami calculation apj»endiiig, moreover, a corre- 
sponding method of obtaining the longitude at sea. 

Adhering only to the snhject-matter, and not the man,— U'e may 
here dismiss the unhappy Israelite ; together with the verses to the 
Bible Society, and the aydiorisins, hymns, and eulogia of jVlistress Jo- 
hanna Southcott,— of whom passports to Heaven uere lately ])ur- 
ehased. Yet we cannot altogether quit the " sleeping pirtner,” with- 
out condemning the silly verbiage, mangled history, and j>rosliiuted 
divinity which defile his pages. The Almighty God” — he raves, 
" has said to me that there is no earth but this wo live on, no sun but 
the one we see ydainly, and no people but ourselves : the earth is at 
rest, but the sun is in motion ; the cMrtb is larger than the sun, and 
the sun larger than the moon.” Fully convinced of the extrava- 
gance of Sir Isaac Newton’s tonceptioiis, lie triumydiuntly demands,— 
" How could shij)s sail on the ocean if the globe had axical motion at 
the rate of 90() geographical miles an hour ; or the half, or the twen- 
tieth part of it.? The thing w'^ould be impossible ; they would be 
whirled in the air, and perish for ever. No man could stand on his 
feet an instant ; no house be built, or tree grow.” Tlie author is not 
aware, in objecting to such, axical motwmi " bhe a rolling barrel,” of the 
incomparably greater centrifugal velocity 'svhich he assigns to the mil- 
lions of splendid orbs which bespangle the heavens; and they are 
assuredly placed there for other purposes than to economise our lamp- 
oil, for we could not oven see the greater part of them, except for the 
adventitious aid of telescoyies. Hence, if man had not luckily struck 
upon this marvellous invention, what myriads of stars would have been 
made to no purpose ! And is our " Divine Theorist" prepared to ^ 
accuse Omniscience of creating any thing in vain ? 

He also remarks that if the Copernican system be ♦true, " God 
would appear a designing liar, the first chapter of Genesis false, and 
the whole Scripture a contemptible imposition."—'* What interest has 
God in deceiving so grossly people that he has created to do him 
honour, to be just in their actioqs^ and only inferior to himself in know- 
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ledge. If we do not believe God, whom are we to believe ? Is it 
Pythagoras and Sir Isaac Newton ? Their judgment was very M^eak, 
and their calculations are very false. My observations, and far supe- 
rior experience to any they wore able to pretend to, fully enable me 
to assert it.” — Let it not be imagined that in extracting sucli ebul- 
litions, it is our intention to turn sacred things into ridicule ; it is by 
exposing those who profane Ijieni by imbecility and vanity, that we 
save religion itself from being carped at. If the declaiiner had pene- 
trated beyond tht surfiict*, and seized principles instead of words only, 
he could not have lost sigljt of the minute and never erring announce- 
ment of solar and lunar eclipses, of the beautiful accordance of Jupiter's 
satellites, and of the occultations of stars by the moon, all calculated on 
data yielded hy tho Newtonian “jngglcry.” But tVe pause — aberration 
of intellect claims commiscfatkni, — therefore as to poor Brothers, 
re*fHlc.srai in pave : 

“ No wihl enthusiast ever yet could 
'i'ill half mankind were, like himself, possess'd.” 

The worthy Conunander sturdily advocates the prophet's '^sySteroa 
Natuvjc,” because it agrees with his ^nvii; for on making experiment 
Muth those data, ho says, it came out abundantly to my satisfaction.” 
lie commences by ihe trite observation that, as no angle could be 
perceived as resj)ecting tho fixed stars,” on a base of JlK) millions of 
miles, therefore the earth must be stationary. In reply to this, their 
prodigious distance compared with the axis-major of the earth’s annual 
orbit, is a suificieiit answer. It is true, that Tycho thought it impro- 
bable they should be beyond Saturn, seven hundred times tho distance 
of Saturn' from the sun, \vithoiit oilier stars intervening. Bui the dis- 
tance cannot bo less, since it is found that the annual jiarallax of none 
of the “ fixed” stars amounts to two seconds of a degree. And as this is 
the angle under ^vhicli the earth’s orbit must eonsecpiently appear when 
viewed from them, it follows that the star and our orbit may be equal 
in magnitude ! Had Tycho lived in these days, he would have learned 
that the planet Uranus, as well as many comets, move in orbits which ex- 
tend beyond that of Saturn, into a ]K\rt of that space which appeared to 
liim so inconceivable. JVIany emineiit astronomers have devoted their 
most skilful exertions to this subject, but the results, as yet, scarcely 
afford more than a mere approximation. The ])owerful aid of trigono- 
metry, which has enabled ns to rfletermiiie ^tlie iliaiiicter and orbits of 
the planets of our own system, is insufficient fur the remoteness of the 

fixed” stars, and recour.s'e lias been liad to measure their parallax by im- 
proved instruments, though hitherto without effect. Huygens attempt- 
ed the investigation on the known principles of analogy, as considered 
in the proportion of light surfaces. Bradey, the prince of observers, 
thought that had the parallax of y Draconis amoiintcul to a single se- 
cond, he must have detected it ; and it seemed to him, that, as it does 
not amount to this small quantity, it is consequently four hundred 
thousand times further from us than the sun. The same research was 
followed up by observations on double stars ; it being justly suf'mised 
that, if these two bodies were at rest, their a])parent distance from bach 
other would be slightly altered, according to the earth’s position in its 
annual course ; and tLis incidentally led to ascertaining tlie motion of 

x a' • 
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stars about their centres of gravity. Though the delicate assiduity re- 
quired for the solving of this problem has hitherto retarded itj yet when 
we consider whut wonders the diminutive enquirer, Man^ has already 
effected in investigating the laws» constitution, and motions of the 
heavenly bodies, we are not withoijft hopes of seeing their actual dis- 
tances accuratedy established, ere long. Many particulars connected 
with the nature of the fixed** stars, hoivever, must remain in perplex- 
ing uncertainty, for they recede so nearly to infinity, that nothing short 
of inspiration can enable the hunian intellect fully to dcvelope the 
sublime mysteries. The Commander boldly asserts, that they are lumps 
of ice, placed in the lirnianent merely to beautify the visible creation, 
and to exercise the judgment and ingenuity of man.* We happen to 
think very differently; and in the astonishing binary and teiN^iary side- 
real systems, we cannot but see addlti(hial stupendous proofs of the 
unlimited magniliccnce of Almighty creatLons. 

Far from having- to seek for arguments to coiitoiul with this Cosmo- 
goner, we need only take his ow'ii wonls to show, that he has under- 
taken a burthen which must crush him. As early as the second page 
of the introduction, and duly repeat(.‘d elsoAvhere we find, That, as 
the great and little Bear constellations are, in twenty-four hours, 
whirled round the axle of tlie sky, an effect that could not be produced 
by a daily turning of the earth, — that, therefore I W'as assured the earth 
W'as stationary, and that the stars w’ent round.** Now, the very con- 
trary of what the author here asserts, wall be evident to those who can 
work out a few problems ada])ted to the purpose, on the two supposi- 
tions of the earth being at rest, and vice versa, so as to account for 

the evidence of our senses f which the Commander seems to hold in 
supreme veneration ; ljut which it is safer to hold subject to reason. 
When people first go on board a sailing vessel, they are apt to think 
the land is receding from them and not they from the land. The mo- 
tion of the earth oji its axis, would exactly produce the revolutions 
alluded to, and he shoidd here have deserted Bttdeiny, and adopted the 
Tychonic system, or rather mixture of systems, bi’cause the objections 
to the phenomena are rather derived from physical and mechanical 
considerations, than froTii the appearances tliemselves. But with the 
open daring of his profession, he attacks tlie position with other forces ; 
Newton, the glory of Kiiglaiid, and the instructor of sages, is taxed 
Avith deceit, in palming u])on mankind, that ^‘god of iiis creation,” Gra^ 
viiation, “ an absurdity*' contrary to wecy principle of mechanics. 

No question admits of more convincing demoiistralioii than that, in 
the case of the earth, as in that of other planets, the inclination of the 
axis of rotation to the orbit maintains the same absolute direction, and 
the same inclination to the plane of the orbit, at least witli very small 
oscillations of very long periods. Yet St. Pierre, another aerial 
schemer, who gloated in assaulting the Idftiest monument of human 
genius, readily settles this lemma. He assures the good people of 
France, that they have been imposed upon by the astronomers; that 
it is insulting to their senses to be told that the seasons the effect 

* This assertion is outflonc by Mr. Charles Palmer. In his Treatise on the 

siihlinie bcience of Helh^raphy, piihlishtMl in 17^10- he asserts, — “ our great orb of 
light, the SiiN, to he absolutely no o^ier than a body of ice.” 
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of tlie earth's rolling round the sun with the poles a little inclined. 
He affirms that the globe does not move ; that its pole is twice a year 
perpendicular to the plane of the ecliptic, at which time God comi's hi, 
and destroys its equilibrium, hyf turning the North Pole a little 
towards the sun, which produces summer : meanwhile the South Pule, 
being turned from the sun, becomes surcharged with ice and snow, 
which again brings the pole into its perpendicular state, and produces 
equal day and nfght. He then makes God again a/c/j in, to turn the 
North Pole a little from the sun, to ]iroduce Avinter. The consequent 
fusion of the Polar ices, occasions titles to ilow, and the freezings the 
ebb. These and other inane follies, have carried his jargon through 
numerous large editions !, Such silliness really cTionerates the prophane 
Avit of King Alphoiiso. Indeed^ the Avretched jumble of religion and 
science so frequently attempletl, cannot but be held reprehensible, as 
leading to a spirit of intolerance, Avhicli might consign a Newton to the 
dungeon. The morbid anxiety that points of scieifCc should be in per- 
fect coincidence Avith tlio niimitiai of religion, often betrays a iiarroAv 
mind, hoAvever well-meaning it may be. ^ly opinion of astronomy," 
saitli Puley, has always boon, that it is not the best medium thnmgh 
Avhich to prove the agency of an intelligent Creator ; but tbat this 
being ]»roved, it shows beyond all other sciences, the magniliceuce of 
his operations." 

riiiacquaintcd, ap]>arently, Avith the secular equations of Jupiter and 
Saturn, our philosophist triumphantly inquires for the derangement in 
the planetary system, as arising from gravitating ])OAVor, and says that 
NeAvtoii, ** who Avas unable to Aveigh the tire of a candle, has weighed the 
Sun here our author might have reasoned upon this inq^osition" by 
the aid of another science, for chemistry Avoiild have taught liim, that the 
result of combustion is exactly equal to the Aveigbt of the combustibles 
prior to tbat pnK*(?.ss. Though, as Avitli electricity, (the sph'Uits suh^ 
lilissimuA of Newton,) magnetism, and galvanism, it is someAAdmt diffi- 
cult to determine Avhat the cause of gravity actually is, its poAver and 
effects admit of palpable domoiistratioii. Thus the comparison of the 
actual figure of the earth, Avith that Avhich is assigned to it by the 
theory of gravitation, is one of the most interesting subjects connected 
with physical astronomy. The usual attempts to acquire a kiioAvledgc 
of the resultant shape by local nieasnrcnients of meridional arcs, Jind 
comparing by means of the ^ejjond s pendulum, tlie intensity of the 
gravitating force at different points of the terrestrial spheroid, are 
tolerably well knoAvii. But many other metliods, such as by occulta- 
tions of fixed stars ou small chords of the moon ; the adaptation of tlie 
phciiomeifa of prece.ssiou and nutation ; or, still niorcv that Avliicli con- 
sists of the computation of tliosc inequalities of the moon’s orbit, Avhich 
depend on the non-splioricity of the earth, must remain sealed to all 
except those Avho are capable of exerting a deep apfilication of the 
mental faculties. Let us try” — says the Commander, what is 
consideredtftlie principle of gravity by the test of the Avisdom Avhich is 
revealed to us." Who can preserv'c their gravity at such a precept ; it 
would he about as appropriate, as trying Lord Russeirs Reform Bill 
by the test of the Pole-star ! 

We must also reprove the lugging in various quotations from Scrip- 
ture, to sustain liypotheso.s equally rhpugnant to mathematical know- 
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ledge aud religious veneration. Nor can it be deemed a token of 
piety to condemn as absurd^ that argument wliicli is not understood ; 
or to impute unworthy motives to pien of known virtue ; -H were far 
better at once for the author to conjess being out of his latitude, and a 
tow-rope might be thrown to rescue him from the breakers in whicli 
he is floundering. Severe application *to better authorities than ho 
ap])ears to liavii been consulting, might convince him of liis error; 
for science, eciually inimical to fanatics and mystic^, offers them a 
tangled skein ; while to the true Asirophiles slie presents a clue 
which faitlifully guides tloem through the labyrinth. Water is not, 
however, easily extracted from pumices ; and tlic many storm, by 
inspiration, all the elements—- - .• “ 

— Multifarious, 

Quite down from Aries to Aijuariiis.'’ 

The insinuation against our great geometer’s religion, and that 

God is not to ho metaphysically inquired after,” does not eover tJie 
baldness of the pretension to quote the Principia, any more than the 
frequent appeals to Holy Writ veil their ])alj)able dip.torlions. The 
Scriptures were never designed to instruct men in ])IiiloM»phy, or 
convey astronomical information, but as a guide in masters of‘ religion 
and morality. ^V^e therefore contemn the arri>g:ince of the |)jjssage 
which accuses Newton of militating against “ the veracity of the 
Bible,”~becau8e, '‘by his own rule, the earth turns round on its axis, 
therefore, as an effect, he says, that it is flattened at the ]Kiles ; wJiilst, 
by his invented term of centrifugal force, it swells out at the equat(»r ; 
but how can this possibly be } Fur if the gravity, or attraction, tliat 
binds the earth, diminishes in proportion to the exttmsioa occasioned 
by the force that disturbs it, must not the centrifugal force ovc*rpo\vcr, 
separate, and scatter the terrestrial siirfaiie from the centre? (Cer- 
tainly it w'ould ; if he will have this great effect produced for making 
the earth turn round on its axis, wliy does he nut allow some elfect for 
tlie ])Tiiicipal motion, of making it fly within the plane of its orlnt? 
His system of motion shows the absurdity of his prelensioiis to me- 
chanics, while it destroys liis theory of gravity.” A\'e may here reinarh 
that Sir Isaac u as no less remarkable for his revermice for tin* Bible, 
than for bis ])atient sagacity in the investigation of tilieiiomena, bis un- 
bounded ingenuity, and his comprolieiuive views of the economy of 
nature. TJiis great man has taught us, that tlie centrifugal force 
arising from the rotatory motion of the earth causes tlu; particles situ- 
ated at the equator to recede from the centre, thus producing an in- 
flation tliere, ami a flatness, or ublateness, at the jioles. At the surface, 
the centrifugal force diminishes that of gravity by the product of the 
centrifugal forcq at the equator, by the square of the cosiiu? of the 
latitude. Now, since it is necessary for the niairitenaiice of the c*qui- 
libriuiji, that the column, by its length, should conipensate the di: li- 
liutioii of its weight, it ought to surpass the polar colmnn by one 
twentieth of its length, multiplied by the square of the above cosine. 
And observations, in general, bear out the truth of this “ absurdity in 
mechanics.” 

It would appear clear from the assertions before ns, tliat Newton, 
notwithslaiuliiig his renown, ’was a mere charlatan who, hjving no 
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practical kuo^ylcdgc, and dislielieving ilie evidence of his senses, con- 
jured up perturhatioiia, and then ascribed tliein to his iu> less un- 
founded theory of j^nivity and .aty-actioii. The Newtonian hypo- 
thesis, with its bulkiness and defoifiiities, harasses, and is a torture t<» 
the mind, while it shocks, as it insults, the understanding.'* IJcre is 
mercy with a vengeance I \^hen Greek meets Greek,” tVc. we must 
not trust ourselve.s with the rest, but proceed to the treatise before us ; 
only remarking by the way, that it would be imposing a hard task on 
Sir Isaac, to ])rovide capacity as Avell as argument for every one who 
natters himself Avith being capable of reading his works. 

^rhe ^'nliiihtencd author,’’ (moaning the jmoi* Jfsraelito) iijmn the 
Hi vine systiMii, o]>oOr\l;!?, tl/iit /hr Intut motion of the rnrtk has uff'-nys proved 
inrompaiiblr with httman r.rii^trficr* Irit^tead i»f the earth then, the parts of 
which are weak, having tliree ]iowers operating contrary ways upon it at 
the same time, one of which sciuLs it ll.Ti luilos a minute, so imperceptibly, 
as, for instance, tliat the wind dcu*s nut blow, which in Hiat ca.'C H w<»uld do, 
always one way; also, without the principal motion, A\hich is perpetual, coii- 
<iueriug, and bringing under the two lesser, a theory contrary to every prin- 
ciple of niccli initN — it is at rest in the centre of the universe.” 

Hut the theory of gravitiition siinjdy teaclies !is that bodies arc at- 
tracted as llieir masses; decreasing from the centre of any gravitating 
body, a.s tlie .‘•quarevS of tin' distance from that centre. This influence, 
a.s regards the earth, extend.s far beyond our atmosphere, reaching that 
point ill space where it lieconies equal to that of the sun ; and at this 
point a body would not fall either to the earth or the sun. The sainfe 
n'asoniiig ap|ilies to the moon ; and the other lieavenly bodies, lint 
the observer on tin's globe's surface gravitates toward.s its centre ; so 
does the atinosphere wliich he breathes, and tins so strongly, as not to 
he overc«>nie by tin* rotat<»ry motion ; conseijuently the erfect cannot be 
felt by liiiu eitli<*r. W'o :ire at a loss therefore to know how the in- 
cmiipatihility of tin* least terrestrial motion, has /ilwajjs brat proved. 
To ])roc(’ed — 

Indopendeiitly of what is jdainly shown to ho ixmtrary to meclianics, 
how could the earth fly at such a prodigious rate sis it is said to do.^ For, 
if this globe, which a weighty stone is over, (say a mile.) is flying faster than 
the stone is dropping, (and that woidd be the case if the globe flew Il.Ti 
miles a minute, for caumui-balls douT Jly ten miles a minute,) reason, iibsor- 
vatioii, and mechanics, teach that^it must be left boliiiul. As to attraction 
under sucli I’inaunstances, it is Tibsurd: — wf» know that a bullet discon- 
noc.ted from a flying body Avill p.artakc of the motion for ;i fevv seconds ; but 
what analogy has that with the earth's carrying a balloon, birds, and clouds 
along witUiti^ A canruui-sbot dropped from a mile high will fall upon the 
spot it is immediately over; but philosophers would say that it has been 
carried on wliile it was falling at the precise rate that the cartli is flying 
at — ^lu»w extraordinary thatrit should he exactly ! — Then, Are a cannon-bail 
per[»eiidiciihir, if it bo ])ussible, into the air j still will it come dow'ii upon 
the spot it was fired Iroin ; iiotvvithstainling, there must have been an addi- 
tional attrsg;tiou to subdue the force of the ball from the cannon. As then 
the earth's attraction can have no such discriminating power as tliis, and as 
a ball fired in the direction the earth is said to be ginng, will go no farther 
than a ball fired in the opposite direction, it is plain that philosophers have 
been dreaming of being carried along by tbe eartli's attraction ever since 
Copernicus set it in motion. All experience teaches that a body flying, as a 
cannon-ball (and that Is the only rafioiKil, and reasonable analogy, to a 
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flylbg^rHi,) must make a wind proportioned to Its size and i’ate of ^eing^. 
W-kttt could exist then on the earth if it had the motions given to it ?*’ 

Tycho Brah6, who caused the pun and all the planets^ to revolve 
round the earth, in order to save our globe the trouble of a diurnal re- 
vohition, has already begged these questions. It is clearly established, 
on the contrary, that our atmosphere -revolves in the same common 
motion, velocity, and direction with the earth; and that every thing 
in the world gyrates with it, and retains the same ’ relative position. 
Thus, the “ weighty stone” would follow the earth in its orbit, with 
an accelerated motion till it fell upon it ; or, according to the position, 
magnitude, and impulse first given to it, would become a satellite to us. 
The motion of the c'lln non -ball is not analogcus to the orbititl motion, 
because its course is in a resisting mediam. The Captain moralizes, 
and then proceeds - 

As another ))roOif. that the earth is stationary, there are furious blowing 
streams, or currents of air, which the planets are carried in, (and which is 
the only rational, as it is the mitaral cause of their flying) — a region of ex- 
cessive cold between the earth and the sun, wliich is evident by the tops of 
the mountains being perpetually covered witli snow, by the poles being 
frozen, and by the cold that the aeronaut experiences three miles above the 
surfaC/e of the earth ; and the sun*s beams could not penetrate those intensely 
cold regions so as to impart warmth and produce vegetation, if the earth 
was not at rest, but on the contrary, flow' 1133 miles a iniriute.’’ 

Well might we demand, dove diavolo avefc pigliato lanlc coglioucrieV* 
It were better first to prove the existence of theso Cartesian streams, 
and then tender them in evidence that the eartli is stationary : not that 
the idea is at all original, it being a mere substitute for the viting, 
and the king of infinite void, maintained by the Chinese followers of 
Taou, As to the reiterated exultations over the whirling rapidity of 
the orbital motions of planets, we beg to remind our author that quick 
and shm motions are mere comparative terms ; and the circuit which 
occupies months or years may be called slow. The earth s absolute 
motion is only a diameter in eight minutes, and it is twenty-four hours 
making one revolution round its axis ; it, therefore, has not the actual 
velocity which our measuring by miles would make us fancy. Thus 
the revenues of France appear enormous because reckoned in " francs/' 
and so would the height of Etna were it merely computed in barleyw 
corns. - - 

We may now proceed to state that the computations of the 
Commander, founded on the reveries of Mr. Brothers, determine the 
sun to be 900 miles in diameter, and 21,(K)0 miles distant from iis ! 
This is a pretty exposition of the Divine System,” which would make 
the sun's parallax only the small quantity in arc of 9" 20' ! ! With his 
Hadley's quadrant, his chronometers must have been finely regulated 
on his own theory, by solar altitudes. The moon, it seems, is not of 
the magnitude so generally understood ; by these new computations,” 
the diameter is proved to be OCX) miles, and the distance 1V),(W0 ; the 
X>ara]Iax must consequently amount to no less than 18^ 26' ! I It is 
composed like the rest of the planets and stars, of a solid body of ice, 
formed from the division of the waters that ascended into the firma* 
ment on the second day of the creation ! By the same optional rulei 
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otlier bodies are disposed of^ and it appears that no planet or star 
is more than 30' in diameter. On one of these masses he is severe 

Saturn bein^ on the other side of the sun^ from the peculiar construction 
of its crystalline mass of frozen watef, presents^ as it declines north and 
south of the equator, to the astronomer, who believes only through the 
telescope, and without a focus, maspiifies what is indiscriminate, the appear- 
ance, os it certainly does, of a broad and thin ring ; but which he calculates 
(though the planeyn the course of its declination shows perfectly round for 
nine months togetlier) to he detached from the Iwdy some two or three 
hundred thousand and odd miles, which is a wonderful distance through a 
telescope to have determined with accuracy; but as the obsejyvatioii has 
been taken with neither regard to ^ the logos,' nor to the focus, it is about 
as true as-»what if 1 sl^ould ^ay as * ftocus pocus 

We dislike to assert that eteif this sprightly ebullition has the cry- 
ing defect of the rest of the book, viz. a want of originality ; it is a 
palpable version of Serjeant Siiutde’s '' primus strokus sine jocus, abso- 
lutus est provokus.” 

The rotation of the earth is so repeatedly jeered, that the united 
authors would have figured well at the persecution of Galileo, who, 
however, was so unconquerably imbued with the truth which he had 
taught, that rising from his compulsory recantation, he fervently ejacu- 
lated, R i^ira nondvneiio !** But as a greater man than either Bro- 
thers or AVoodley has refused assent to the Copernican system, we will 
demolish the dreams of the former by answering Tycho Brahe. In 
watching the diurnal progress of all the celestial bodies, it is obvious 
that there must be a general cause for the motion ; and this cause may 
exist either in the immobility of the earth and the daily revolving of 
the heavens round it,— -or they may be at rest, and we revolve round 
our axis every twenty-four hours. In either case, the rising and set- 
ting of the sun and stars will be presented to a certain degree in the 
same order ; yet the revolution of the earth on its own axis is much 
more consonant with the comparison of appearances within our reach, 
and with the established laws of motion, than the revolution of the 
whole heavens. One of the strongest proofs of rotation is the figure of 
our globe, its polar diameter being considerably less than its equatorial 
one, a fact in which profound theory has been proved by actual mea- 
surement. In round numbers we may estimate the circumference of 
the earth at 25,000 miles ; the space which every point of its equator 
must pass through, if the cartii aevolves on, its axis, is about seventeen 
miles per minute. But this apparent velocity becomes absolutely in- 
significant compared with what the Commander’s crystalline bodies 
would hai^ to fly at, on the other supposition : the sun would have to 
proceed twenty thousand times quicker than a cannsn-ball, and the 
daily motion of Uranus must be twenty times greater than the sun’s, 
because it is about twenty times further distant from the earth than 
that luminary. These velocities are astounding, but they are snail- 
tracks in proportion to the rapidity with which the fixed” stars must 
move to ad6omplish the same tasK : for if their distance be assumed at 
200,000 times that of the sun from us, they must move over the space 
of 1,400,000,000 miles per second, in order to complete a revolution 
round the earth in twenty-four hours. Let us in addition to this con- 
sider the bulk of these different bodie^, and a new question arises as to 
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the extraordinary powers necessary to retain them in their orbits, and 
counterbalance the amazing centrifugal force which tliey must possess. 
The observed rotatory motion oftother planets, and various analogies 
support the conclusion, that the^darth revolves daily upon its axis; 
while the annual motion is incontestably established by the exactness 
of the sidereal year, by the aberration of light, and by the ])eriodical 
synodic aspects of the planetary sphcrc\s. 

It would have been singular if our theorist had 'not treated us to 
a new system also of comets; but except in the poetical analogy of 
the smith's forgo, his hatyiner has not struck out any luuiinous spark, 
nor are ally of his assertions capable of proof. It must be admitted 
tliat in the present* state of astronomy we are ignorant of ^lie masses 
and amount of the forces by wliiclu these wanderers counteract the 
solar attraction, for wc cannot observe them except during the time 
when they describe a very small portion of their orbits. But the 
gallant Commande;:' is utterly mistaken in supposing that the theory 
of tlieir motions is not capable of uiiimpeacliuble demonstraticai ; and 
ill the instance of Eiicke, whom he has pointedly named, wc not 
only differ from him, but fearlessly pronounce its discovery and orbit 
to be the proudest trium])h of modern skill. This comet was first 
perceived by Aliss Ilerschel, at Slough, in and though a mere 

misty blot, even to telescopic vision, is found to be amenable to tlie 
same laws of gravity which command dense bodies ; and its course 
lias been calculated with such exadness, by the illustrious Kiicke, 
that its periodical visits have proved the certainly of his theory. 
The comet of 1759 is remarkable on accoiiiil of having been the 
iir.st which was recognised as an attendant of the sun. Dr, Halley 
discovered the identity of the orbit it described in 1092, with tlioso of 
two comets which had appeared in 1531 and 1007, and after making a 
vague estimate (»f the perturbations that it might sustain from the at- 
traction of Jupiter and Saturn, hazarded the hold prediction that it 
would reappear in 1750, or the following year. The law of gravitation 
was not then universally admitted, and many astnnunners continued to 
think that comets had no permanent connection with our solar system. 
Clairaut resolved to ]mt the Newtonian theory to ii decisive test by 
tliis erratic body, and after laborious inquiry, lie uiiiiouiiced that its 
passage through the perihelion of its orbit would take place about the 
middle of April, 17o9. It appeared only about a month before tlie 
time ]>redicted ; and it is ifow known that if Clairaut bad been possess- 
ed of more accurate data respecting the mass of Saturn, and had been 
aware of the existence of Uranus, the result of his prodigious coniputa- 
tioii would havip been still nearer the truth. But our a'uthor shall 
speak for himself: — 

As to comets with a tail, — it is a tale indeed — 100 millions of miles 
long. If my readers can imagine a small island floating round tlie earth in 
a stream or current of air, as dti the sun, moon, and idanots, haying declina- 
tion as they have, they may obtain a just notion of the great cornet of IHI 1 . 
As from a smith's forge — as from volcano.s when the wdnd is high, so with 
the Ktre.nm, before the body, blows the flame of a volcanic comet. Three 
years will about consume one, and as it becomes smaller by consumption, 
philosophers have conjectured that it is receding from the earth, wliilst a 
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rapid declination makes them fancy that its orbit is eccentric. Neither 
Gncke nor JI alley ever calculated the return of one that came true — Encke 
is seven years out^ and Uullc}^, it is pretended, was one only, which is 
ac('.oiinted for by the strong gravitation cp Jupiter^ and sometimes it is Saturn 
that leads us astray." 

With respect to tides, our author is no less a despiser of Newton, 
tlijin his brother officer, Capt. Forman, who rashly asserts tMfe ])aragon 
of ])hilosopliera to» bo continually committing the grossest bJuiiders 
in c'oiiscciiieiico of neglecting the rules of geometry and that for 
his monstrous proposition on the gravity of u boefy resting on the 
earth's surface, he riclily deserves to be decorated with tifc caj) and 
bells !” ^ominniidcr^ Wopdley llatly denies thaV the moon on one 
side, or centrifugal force on tlie other, have any thing to do with the 
circulation of the water any more than with the circulation of the 
blood. The fact is,” he adds, ** the waters wore made to circulate 
and to go to and fro as respecting the earth (which iS stationary) from 
the beginning, that it should not become nauseous in time by stagna- 
tion, and for all the various purposes of life ; for the dsh to live in, and 
for man by industry to trade on.” We are somewliat surprised that 
two navigators, of all others, should not have observed that the tides 
follow periodically the course of the sun and moon, espc’cially as tliey 
must have heard old pihits, albeit unacquainted wltli theories, ])redict 
them witli considerable truth, by the mere compass l>eariiig of our 
satcdlite. It bad long been suspected that the ebb and flow wore pro- 
duced by solar and lunar iiiilueiices, but Kepler was the tirst who 
formed any conjectures res])ecting the true mode in which they act. 
What Kepler, however, only hinted vxtremh has been com- 

])letely developed and demonstrated by Sir Isaac Newton, llis sub- 
lime mind, urged by an ardour at once inextiiiguisbable and engross- 
ing, nut only sup]}lied the principles for extending hiiniaii knowledge, 
but also advanced far towards the solution of the most abstruse 
branches ; still some were necessarily left more or less imjierfect, till 
the multiplied and accurate observations of a long series of ages should 
coni])lete the detenuiiiations. Thus has his incontrovertible theory of 
tides been assailed by jejune dabblers, who never suspect that were 
the globe entirely covered with water of uniform depth, its dux and 
reflux might be accurately computed and' predicted. But wlioii it is 
considered liow greatly the aty*a);ting forces are modified by the rota- 
tion of the earth, and its irregularities df straits, continents, ami 
islands, with other embarrassments, it is idle to expect that any general 
theory can assign all their pecise effects. A clear practicable deduc- 
tion is still*easily available, in illustration, although it i;dmits (»f various 
i*xcc‘ptioiis frtun local and other circumstances. The forces of the moon 
and sim’s attraction are to each other as 51 to 10 ; the^sum and differ- 
ence of these imiiibcrs are 61 and 41 ; therefore the s])riiig tides caused 
by the sun will be to the neap tides in the same prop(»rtion, or as 6 to 
4 ; that is,4he first arc one third greater than the last ; consequently, 
if the sun can raise the tide one foot eleven inches, the niooii will 
raise it nine? feet eleven inches, and both together, during the spring 
tides, about eleven feet and a half, but in neap tides only about seven 
feet and a half. It has been demonstrated that the tides increase as 
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tbe cube of tbe distances decrease^ so that the moon at half her present 
distance would produce a tide eight times greater ! 

Attractive pow'r \ whose mighty sway 
The ocean's swelLng waves obey^ 

And mounting upward, seemed to raise 
A liquid altar to thy praise.** 

The heterogeneous labours of the maritime speqilator are crowned 
by a unique illustration of the sciences, in which, despite of the ques- 
tionable qualidcations held to be indispensable for so noted a discovery, 
he asserts his claim to hKving found the longitude. His method is on 
the principle of lypar distatices, being a compound of the spoon’s true 
place taken from the Nautical Almanack, — ay, the very ephemeris 
computed on the erroneous Newtonian theory, — ^aiid a rough estimate 
of her mean motion, from a given instant. Despising the investiga- 
tions of those whn have displayed the rare qualities of power of analy- 
sis, depth of judgment, and comprehensive knowledge,— he sets all 
minutisc at denaiice, by omitting the correction for the effect of paral- 
lax and refraction, as well as the difference between the true and 
mean motion of the moon. Why did he not carry his theory of the 
planetary motions ijito practice; we should in this case have seen a 
lunar distance cleared of parallax, whose equatorial horizontal value, 
as we have shown according to their reduced distance, would be for the 
moon 18% and for the sun 9** ! 

The reader will not be surprised, in this painful exposition, that the 
brilliant discoveries of aberration and niitution, the. solar ]>arallax as 
deduced from the transits of Venus, — and of the IVIoon and Mars from 
simultaneous observations in different latitudes, should be passed over 
without remark. In fact, the established truths on which the New- 
tonian theory of the celestial motions is founded, are either omitted 
or garbled for the promulgation of a system as mystified as the conun- 
drums of Rabelais. Indeed, we have never met, in a similar number 
of pages, so many assertions without proofs, premises without conclu- 
sions, and conclusions without premises : and throughout is the leaden 
rule observed— 

Decry all things, for to be wise 
Is not to know, hui to despise.** 

We may now notice the mode in y^hjeh the mighty Newton is else- 
where attacked, sometimes*’ by men of high pretensions, and at others by 
amatterers, as is perceivable in running a scale from Godfrey Leibnitz 
down to Sir Richard Phillips. This pseudo-mathematical knight once 
called upon U8,«vithout any previous acquaintance, to discuss those errors 
of the philosopher which he almost blushed to name and which were 
inserted in the^ Priucipia to puzzle the 'vulgar.'* He sneered with 
sovereign contempt at the ** Trinity of gravitating force, projectile 
force, and void space and proved that, all change of place is oc- 
€asionedr-^}f motion, — parturiuiit montes !" did we need to be told 
this ? He then exemplified the phenomena by placing some pieces of 
paper on a table, and slapping his hand down close to them, /thus 
making them fly off,, which he termed applying the momentum.; -All 
motion, he said, !.<$ in the direction of the forces; and atoms seek the 
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centre by a property which he calls terrestrial-centripetation, and 
which 'cattses unireml pressure/ ~biit in what these differ from gra^ 
vitatioii and attraction^ the deponent sayeth not.'’ The majority of 
this phalanx* have allowed speculatii^b ana conjecture to forestall ob- 
servation and experiment : it being much easier to please the imagina- 
tion than to satisfy reason,-— to hatch theories than to ascertain results. 
This it was that decoyed Cardap and Albertus Magnus from the path 
of genuine science, and plunged them into unsubstantial labytinths and 
fugitive mazes. • 

To ^lie character of our matchless Prince of Geometers, these attacks 
are as the spots on the solar disc, to the glowing hrilliapce of the 
radiant orb of day. It is in looking back to tlie rude observations of 
the heliacal risings of.8tari^ in ancient times, and tlfence to the present 
astronomical system, that we aro to estimate a ])ortion of his powers. 
The geometry of the Greeks undoubtedly contributed to the discovery 
of the planetary laws by Kepler ; and these, with the dynamic prin- 
ciples by Galileo, gave birth to Newton's sublime doCtrinc of attraction, 
which afforded demonstration to all others. By his supreme invention 
of the iluxionary calculus, he enabled a galaxy of profound mathema- 
ticians to pursue his physical researches, and develope the most abstract 
and abstruse effects of the .simple cause which he had advanced. 
Amongst other labours, we may proudly quote the investigation of the 
planetary perturbations, or the refined doctrine of their reciprocal in- 
fiuonces, by which every inequality of motion is ultimately redressed, 
and the permanence and stability of the solar system, incontestably 
established ; a result which stamps the pre-eminence of modern science', 
and forms its experimentum cruets. Newton himself had not only 
discovered the cause and principle of the universe, but, by the balance 
of au exalted geometry, ascertained its law and intensity. Ilis prin- 
ciple being then assumed by other philosophers, the calculated pheno- 
mena of nature were found to agree with observation, by which a con- 
quest far above the circle of mere geometric truths Avas obtained. Still 
the retardation of planetary motions sorely perplexed the astronomical 
Avorld ; and the knowledge requisite for their developonient was of 
tardy growth. But the veil is at last withdrawn, and the NeAvtmiiau 
theory -of the mysterious iiidueiicc of attraction, successfully carried to 
an extent beyond the warmest anticipation of its discoverer. These 
inequalities,” — says^'La Place, the most gifted follower of Newton,— 

seemed'foniierly inexplicably ly the law of gravitation ; but they are 
now one of its most convincing proofs. Such has been the fate of this 
brilliant discovery, that every didiculty Avhich has arisen, has been for 
it the subject of a neAV triumph.” 

In whatever degree of national exultation we may indulge at having 
produced this father of Inductive Science, the world at large has 
united with us in venerating him ; and in France especially, the noblest 
estimate of his merit has been made. Builly, whose gloAviiig portrait 
of the philosopher is stamped with skill and dignity, remarked, that as 
the etnpir# of Alexander was divided among his successors ; so the 
sceptre of Newton passed into the hands of Clairaut, Euler, and 
D'Alembert and their labours, perfected hj those of La Grange and 
La Place, have established the empire of their illustrious founder, and 
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reared an iinperisbuble* trophy to his fame* In thus abandoning tlie 

airy and hypotbetical notions of Descartes, and perpetuating the im- 
mutable truths of one whom Halley considered a near approach to the 
diyiue intelligence^ the names ot the continental geomej/icians must 
for ever bo associated with that oV their great prototype, in the history 
of physical astronomy. Yet the services thus rendered to science by 
the (fisciples, eminent as they are, are not to be put into competition 
with those emanating from the vast genius of tlieir master; whose 
mind, superior to common barriers, and equally distinguished for extent 
and accuracy of intellect, not only discovered the existence of a solid 
principle, but even created the calculus by which alone it could be 
dcnionstrdced, and all its diBiculties vanquished. 

Without aiiticip9.^.ing the share of renown which may bcrallottcd to 
the joint authors of the “ Divine System of' the Universe,’* upon which 
we have somewhat unwillingly been led to expatiate longer tlriii wc 
intended, wq may ^safely assert, that the name of Newton will be ])ro- 
nounced with rapSurous enthusiasm, when the more riecting ghiries of 
England may iiave faded, and her monuments of marble and of brass 
become crumbled in tbe dust. 


THE soldier's «ridi:. 

ruon THE “ CHAPEL OF THE MllWIOlIT MASS,'’ a OEHMAV LEGEND. 

BY Mils. LAWRENCE. 

From war’s far plains where roams my lovor. 

On sleep’s soft wings his image iUes; 

And Ad(»lph’s form bends o*cr my pillow, 

And charms to rest my weary eyes. 

Blest visions, o’er my slumber stealing. 

Gild with pale light the midnight’s gloom ; 

To hope and fancy view revealing. 

More bliss than e’er in life may bloom. 

Ilis joy-winged step, his spurs* light ringing. 

His sabre’s clank I se^m 'to hear, 

And VOW'S of love and rapture blending. 

Breathe softly on my dreaming ear. 

Hoon the mild'dawn of peace returning. 

Shall bid our bridal morn arise, 

And Adedph’s radiant smile (»f gladness, 

' Shall light to bliss these tear-fraught eyes. 

Beam ! beam, blest stars ! on that bright morrqw, 

Ere grief and care our fates divide ; 

Ere hope expire in doubt and sorrow, 

And death, not love, have claimed the bride. 
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Having completed our survey of ihis liarbour, (Port Lopez,) and 
made some Accessary repairs, we proceeded to the northward. The 
coast for a considerable distance from the Cape is extremely fertile, 
blit apparently has not many inhabitants, as we only observed two small 
villages along shore for many mRes. As we approached Sandy Point, 
the Country becaiuc very low and thickly wooded to the water's-edge, 
the interior rising gradually to rich fertile hills. Sandy Point or 
Corner forms the soutlieru entrance to the river Gaboon, off which 
place the sea is constantly bubbling and agitated in consri|uence of 
the shoulness of the water and the bottom being very foul. Having 
rounded tfiis corner, -^ve made Cape Clara, wliich Toruis the northerii 
point of the river, and shortly hfttr came-to, when a boat of P^uropeau 
structiiri! came alongside, hut the head man was so thoroughly drunk, 
we could obtain no information from him': it apps^ed, they were on 
tlndr \vi\y to Cape Lopez, and that the boat had fonrierly belonged to a 
Portuguese vessel, whose crew had been murdered somewhere in this 
neiglihoiirhood. 

On the following day, w'e sent two boats away for the purpose of 
sounding tlie eiitriinee to the river, while the ship stood across to the 
westward, hut the sea breeze falling conijielled us shortly to anchor, 
when Ave observed two S])anish brigs lying a little higher ii]> on the 
.souUiorii shore, lii the morning, some large canoes with natives came 
on boaril, who brought a very seasonable supply of poultry and vege- 
tables. Upon the sea breeze setting in we got under way, and 
entering the river, observed the two brigs standing out under all sail : 
Ave afterAvards heard they had been trading for slaves and quitted im- 
mediately upon our appn»ach, fearing Ave might deprive them of their 
illicit cargo. As we were proceeding up the river to Parrot Island, 
Ave passed an English brig at anchor. TJiosc Avho have never beheld 
our national colours fhniting proudly in the breeze, far from their 
native gales, cannot conceive the mingled feeling of ])ride and plea- 
sure Avith Avhich it fills the bosom : to sec- that flag— the envy and 
terror of the Avorld — receiving homage and respect from <*vcry nation 
c»f the universe, is a sight that makes the Briton proud of his country, 
and lioastfuL of her f^ie: even the savage African pays the respect of 
fear in tliat well-kimwii emblem of the ocean's queen; he lias learnt 
that honour, courage, and integrity, are ahv?>ys found beneath the staff 
Avhich supports it. liCt nonf^« therefore, avIio were horn under its pro- 
tecting shade, forget Avhat they owe the soil where it Avas first planted, 
for the shield of Britannia covers her sons wherever fate or inclination 
may lead them ; and the best safeguard a man can possess in a foreign 
country, is the name of — J^nglishmati ! —But to return from this 
national digression. ^ * 

On the morning of the following day, several canoes came on board 
to barter. These people Averc from a tbAvii situated on the north-side 
of the river; called King Glass Town ; they apjieared extremely docile 
and very desirous of making trade Avitli the English, a character quite 
opposite to that Avhich report had giveli them, or rather the jealousy of 


Continued froiq page 193. 
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Aeir neighbours to the southward ; in fact, many of them had certi- 
^tes from different masters of vessels^ both English and Portuguese, 
wherein they mentioned having left with them artides of barter to a 
very large amount, which on their return were vfaithfully given up or 
accounted for, aiid- as they have great iutOrcodrse with our traders, 
many of them speak, English wifli some fluency. We anchored near 
the brig whi6h Jay just off . the town where the British colours were 
hoisted — Allaying procured an ensign Vrom some vessel, and not being 
particular — ^numerous canoes immediately came on board well stocked 
with fruit, fowls, &c. and through the ‘master of the brig, who pos* 
sessed some influence, wf obtained a quantity of goats and vegetables, 
which ardu otherAvise, very diflicuit to procure in consequence of their 
scarcity. Daring the day, a man employed in the watering-party lost 
a shirt that he had been washing, aiid^ laid, out to dry, and which he 
suspected to have been.^stolen by one of the natives. Upon the oflUcer 
informing the king of this, immediately had a consultation with his 
Fiteesh, and by i%6 assistance, as lie informed us, the man Avas shortly 
discovered Avith the stolen article in hi's possession : his majesty gave 
orders for him to. be publicly whipped, alter Avhich the shirt was 
returned. 

The /adicA' came on board in great numbers, never having seen 
“ A man-of-Avar-slnp,*' as they expressed it, before. These women 
are possessed of much natural grace and beauty ^ fioirj Avitli, in some 
instances, shapes that Avould make the Venus de Aledicis blush at her 
oAvn deformity : every facility was given to form a correct idea of their 
symmetry, as the everlasting fashion amongst the ladies of King Glass 
Town, has been founded upon the oft quoted passage that, 

• Beauty ' 

Neeils not the foreign aid of ornament ; 

But is Avhcu unadorh’d, adorn’d the most !*’ 

What a whimsical young gentleman that Love is ! and how unfairly he 
is charged Avitli directing his darts only at the heart of his victims : 
could Ave, as the Irishman says, but have sec/i those beauties in 'the 
darAj many of us Avould' l^ve been subdued by their tender blandish-* 
ments, but the eye resisted the well-shot arrows of their sable cupid, 
and as that is at least the high rofid to the heart, he gave it up in de- 
spair. These women wore the'''first we had met entirely free from a 
disease t6 which nearly all the female negroes nrd subject, and which 
they rather aptly call the. crafv-craa}*^ But as a description of this 
' complaint might offend the refinement ^qf an English reader, 1 shall 
content myself by merely mentioning it fts a fact connected Avith the 
inhabitants “of this coast. Polygamy is here alloAved at discretion, and 
his majesty is tconsidered Extremely moderate, as he only possesses 
Jifly laAvful Avives. The king's name is Qua Ben, and he appears a 
ver^r popular monarch, as all his subjects speak in very high terms of 
his justice and other royal virtues. 

Whilst taldng a stroll through the tOAvn with tAvo or three huudrod 
people 'at my heels, they led me to a large building Avhich they called 
their prison. Here 1 saAv a miserable-looking mortal stretched on his 
back upon the ground, with a small spar of wood extending his arms, 
and another bis legs ; this was done by fastening the wrists and insteps 
to the end of the stick at their .utmost stretch, which placed the bocly 
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in' exactly the [mition of a person crucified u^n 'tlie cross pf^/Sj:. 
dretp^.and deprived him of the power to move in any direction. I was 
informed that he had been lying in this posture for many weeks, 
as food waif given .him daily, life stnl remained ; a mass of corruption, 
to he slowly destroyed .h/ l^he animals of .tob^ disgusting a nature to 
mention, which werer’iiejiiiaHjr devouring the living flesh from h^ bones. 
Sense enough still remained tc^ feel 'the constant torment of his active 
destroyers, and a hollow groan occasionally burst forth aa his lacerated 
body writhed beneath the keen agony of tlieir venomous bite — 

It was as if the dead could feel 
The icy worm around then* steal. 

And flliiiddor, as the reptiles ereej^ 

'JSo rewl'o’er their rotting sleep, 

Wltliout the power to scare away 
The colli conmimei's of their rlay ' 

I shuddered with liorror as I gazed on this victim o£«;ruelty. and would 
gladly have discharged my pistol at his head, to ciul at once his linger- 
ing torments. I Imd frequently heard the eflVct produce.*! ou the mind 
by a spectacle of extreme human suiTeriiig, but 'never until that niq- 
nient fully experituiced it. No imagination loss powerful than that 
which deljueateil the lioirors of Frankenstein, cniilil possildy describe 
the picture of this mortal mouldering in life. The soul ajipeared just 
clinging to the rotting body, until it-, became too pestiferous for tJic 
purp essence to dwell in ; the eye seemed upwilliiig to contcnqdate 
the scene, and turned or fell ftoin it, while a kind of giddin^^ss over- 
came the sight, wliicli gazbd iis we do upon objects in a dream : I felt 
also a kind of sickneffs or loathing, with an inclination to leave the spot 
without the power, and 1 shmild have remained there, had not the 
natives, perceiving, I suppose, the excitement under which 1 laboured, 
hurried, nay, almost carried me away. Is it not strange that these 
savages, debased and ignorant a.s they are, should jfiavo discovered a 
greater rcflncnieiit upon torture than the more enlightened states of 
Europe ? That prototype of hell, the IiiquUition, could never boast of 
so sublime a one in the list of its numeroil 4 ^and ingenious devices, to 
extort confession from the racking body ! Is it not still more' strange, 
that . man will inflict a punishment of 'greater suffering iijjoii a fellow 
cretiture, than upon the brtt’te which’ Is subject to his will, for not one 
of these salvages, \^ho with unfeeling apathy, stood an unconcerned 
spectator of thisr human bein}^’s*anguish, would have seen any other 
living thing in the same situation without at once ending its existence 
as an. act of humanity ! They told me that this victim of barbarity 
bad committed an offence of great magnitude in tliat country.' It is 
one of their customs, whenever a person of any note 5ies, to bury the 
whole or greater part of hjs property with him, uitder the impression 
that he may flhd it serviceable in the other w^rld ; tlfls man had been 
discovered robbing one of these grave^n, acting doubtles^^upon a very 
tiatural and sensildo principle, that what* is good for the living is of no 
use to the ifead ; but it being considered a most atrocious crime amotigst 
these people, the punishment is that which I have attempted* to^^. de-* 
scribe. Before our leaving, I was rejoiced to hear that he had Been 
released by the hand of death, a more merciful oiie than that which 
k^t him there. . ' 
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The natives came off in great numbers upon hearing of our intended 
departure^ bringing parrots, honey, plantains^ bananas, and every de^ 
scription of provision, all of which were much in request, and a great deal 
of trading took place ; when having completed a survey of the river, and 
recruited our stock of wood and water, we weighed and stood ^ong 
shore to the northward. The next place we msme was Cape Esteiras, 
which forms the southern entrance tosCorisco Bay ; we then came 
upon the two Islands of Corisco, where several canoes attempted to 
come on board, but having a fresh breeze, and not waifting them, they 
could not gain the vessel. These people are reported as being very 
unfriendly wo white faces,* but in all probability, like nearly all upon 
the coast, they are not so towards any benefit to be derived from them. 
This it is in Africa,* as well as Europe, that . prooores ])olitefic8s, and 
the savage has now sense enough not t6 (fat you, if he can profit more 
by letting yOu remain unmasticated ; which may be considered at least 
one step towards c^ilizatiuii. 

We anchored just off Corisco Bay, and shortly afterwards one man 
in a canoe, who I suppose thought himself a hero, came alongside from 
the town near Cape Esteiras. This fellow brought some plantains and 
fruit to dispose of for brandy or whatever else he could get : bringing 
his stock on board he commenced bargaining ; but whilst in the middle 
of his dealings the boatswain piped to supper, upon which the Nigger 
became so much alarmed, that he immediately made a spring from tho 
place where he stood, clear over the ship’s side into bis canoe, and 
commenced pulling with all his might ashore, having left his stores 
behind him, for the benefit of his customers. 

Leaving the ship at anchor in the bay, on the, fallowing morning I 
was sent in a boat fur the purpose of track su^eying the southern 
shore, and accordingly stood in for the entrance to the river Moondah : 
about the middle of the day we anchored for dinner near one of its 
banks, beneath the shade of some friendly plantains ; during our meal 
we observed the Burracouta under way, trying to make the mouth of 
the river. 1 continued my work round the southern point, coming' 
to anchor at dark a quarter of a mile off the land. Numerous 
lights were visible during the night along the coast, which we could 
not help wishing had been a litm nearer, or on a friendly shore, but 
the reported character of these people was -.so bad, that 1 considered it 
advisable not to trust them; they were described aa very ferocious and 
treacherous, with all the uncultivatien ,of their cannibal forefathers : 
v/e coveted the fires more, as the rain caipe down in torrents, setting 
at defiance all tarpaulines and blankets, while the thunder was playing 
a kind of double bass solo, to the fantastic gambols of the dancing 
lightning. Being wet through, we found it necessary to keep constantly 
mixing the intrusive element with divers portions of a more grateful 
and stimulating- fluid. The morning broitght the cheering sun with 
his genial rays, to absorb the superabundant moisture from our well- 
soaked bodies. Having/ demolished sundry etceteras, we continued 
along the coast to the westward with a favourable breeze, which en- 
abled us to finish a considerable distance by noon, ivhen we qpme-to off 
a small village. Several canoes immediately came alongside with fowls, 
fish, yams, &c. for which they wanted in exchange tobacco, the only 
thing they would take or appealed to have the least value for. The 
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men in my boat bad but little of this article to spare, so tried to per« 
suade them to take biscuit, but they refused to give a single plantain 
for any quantity, and would not even eat it when offered them gratis ; 
while they feadily gave a couple of fowls and a large bunch of yams for 
an inch or two of pigtail. Finding we could do no business with 
them, they were about going away with their goods, when one of our 
men happened to take the tubadco frdm his mouth which had probably 
been tliere, performing all sorts of evolutions for the last three hours*; 
immediately this was observed, one of the natives seized it with the 
utmost avidity, and stopped the sailor's exclamations by throwing a 
pair of fowls at him ; he then jumped into liis canoe, and \v^> saw him 
bearing off tlie luscious morsel with the greatest.delight : this ended 
the traHic, as they were fipprehensive we should be offended at the 
good bargain Avliich their liquorish countryman had made for himself, 
consequently they all escaped with the utmost dispatch, when we got 
under way towards Cape Ksteiras. This capo kf formed perfectly 
round at its head, with an extensive reef running some distance out ; 
we came-to near this ])lace and went on shore, where we fountl plenty 
of good fresh water, and took advantage of it to hll our casks, which by 
this time be^aii to exhibit symptoms of Jlalulency ; we also procured a 
stock of wood, another very plentiful article at this place. Having 
completed these domestic arrangements, we went off to the boat, which 
I had pulled about a quarter of a mile from the shore, then anchored 
and set the watches. 

In the morning daylight, we observed the Barracouta under 
way eight or nine miles to the northward, so immediately made sail 
and arrived on board at m»on. We continued working about the islands 
of Corisco during the greater part of the day, when we steered towards 
the Moondali, and at sunset camc-to just at the mouth. This river is 
about three miles broad at the entrance, but we found the water so 
shallow that we did not consider it worth while to continue our ex- 
aminatioii ; the banks on each side appeared thickly wooded, and, as far 
as the eye could see, very low, with the exception of a few small hills 
to the right ; neither could we observe the least appearance of inhabit* 
ants. We next proceeded along the north-east side of the Bay, keep- 
ing about two miles from the shore,' until we came-to off Alusquito 
Ishinds ; these arc a couple of small Elands, situated on the north side 
of the bay near the river Moonev or Danger ; they are each about a 
mile and half in circumference^ surrounded •by very shoal water. We 
sent a boat to procure soundings at the entrance of the river, which 
they failed in doing with forty iatlioins. The natives of the Mooney 
were reported as being very unfriendly, and particularly inimical to 
Europeans; and as the inhabitants of all the islands* give them the 
same character, and will not even allow them to land, 1 suppose it is 
not without foundation. Whilst employed about thes^ islands the na- 
tives were constantly coming on board, and we always found them very 
docile and passably honest ; tliis was a' fortunate occurrence, as they 
supplied u^lentifully with every description of fresh stock and vege- 
tables, wl^lpjt we stood greatly in need of at this time, as the scurvy 
had appeal^ in a slight degree amongst the crew* 

Whilst the Barracouta remained in this Bay, I was dispatched with 
the pinnace and three day&' provision, to track survey the coast to tlie 
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nortWard ; tlie country during the first day was beautifully pictur- 
esque* presenting a most pleasing diversity of hill and vale. Towards 
evening, whilst running along shote, a canoe put off* having on board 
some bananas and other fruit ; but in consequence of the unfavourable 
reports concerning these people, and iny party being small, I was cau- 
tious of holding any correspondence with them ; but this fellow being 
alone, I was induced to allow him to'^corne along side with his fruit 
and then immediately sent him away. WJien it was ^tbserved from the 
shore that 1 allowed this one to ajqwoacli, numbers instantly put off ; 
but not wishing to be detained if their intention was friendly, or to 
fight if it'"* wna otherwise',* I got the boat under way before they had 
come very near. Whether the natives interjiroted this as^an act of 
timidity I know not, but tlie^ immediately gave^way after us in the 
most threatening manner, being joined by others from all sides, until 
they mustered nearly thirty, with five or six men in each, armed with 
spears and clubs ; vis they gained upon us rather quickly, we lieard au 
occasional whoop, which left little doubt in the mind of any, but that 
their intoiiiioii ivas liostile. I therefore alloived one which was far 
a-head of the main squadron, ami very eager in tlie ]mrsiiit, to come 
rather close, when 1 stood up in the boat and fired a ]>istol over their 
heads: this stopjied their progress for a moment, but suuii recovering 
the surprise which it occasioned, they beckoned to tlie others and again 
commenced the chase. Having made every preparation for extremi- 
ties, I next, as they were bearing doivn iijion us with great rapidity, 
fired a musket quite close over them, the sound of which produced 
quite a magic effect- There is something unploasi'mt, as Byron and 
many other ])eople say, in the whiz of a ball just by your ear ; and 
these Africans a|)peared to think so without being indebted to him for 
the idea, for lialt of them iniinediately pulled ashore with as much or 
more expedition than they had just been pursuing us, and were very 
soon followed by the remainder : this was a very great relief to us, ami 
I much applauded the cow'ardicc of these savages, as it prevented the 
necessity of spilling their blood for our owm preservation. 

Having thus got rid of these dangerous visitors, we pulled on for 
some distance, and then anchored for the night about a quarter of a 
mile off shore. 1 invariably, when sent from the ship in command of a 
boat, was particularly cautious not to allow the natives to approach in 
any numbers ; and also at night to lie at a convenient and safe distance 
from the land. These precautions l^'wjfuld strongly recommend toTall 
young officers employed in this description of service, on a coast where 
the inhabitants cannot be depended upon. Precaution never is, nor will 
be mistaken fo^ fear, but will serve rather to recommend s.n officer in 
the opinion of a discerning superior. What merit should we have ob- 
tained by a rencontre with these ignorant .savages through a reckless 
carelessness, or 'defiance of their power to injure us? Had we under 
such circumstances succeeded by uestroying one half of them, in com- 
pelling the other to retreat, little glory would have attended^ the exploit, 
and much blame, if by moderate caution it could have he^ avoided. 
But on the contrary, if their unsuspected or treacherous Iktack was 
successful, the same paper tliut told the molaucholy tale, would puss a 
censure upon the memory of him whose imprudence had led to it. An 
officer in command has a gres^t responsibility in this situation ; he must 
not forget that it ij? not his own safety alone, but many valuable lives 
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are in his keeping: this reflection should deter him from any rashness 
or thouglitless contempt of the almost unarmed natives^ for numbers 
will prevail against the most determined and heroic bravery^ more 
especially when surprise is enlisted on the part of the assailants. 

I am sorry to say 'this feeling of contempt was too frequently mani- 
fested by many of our young gentlemen^ a melancholy instance of 
which 1 shall take this opportunity to relate^ as it happened on the 
eastern coast dimng the early part of our expedition. Whilst off the 
south-west side of ^ladagascar^ a boat was sent away for the purpose 
of surveying under the command of a JMr. Uowie^ an old passed mid- 
shipman, with a youngster to assist him, named Parsons. Having done 
some woric and the.diimer hour being near, JMr? •Bowie directed the 
men to pull for a small uninhabited island, about three or four miles 
from the main (^Madagascar), which he tliought would be a pleasant 
situation for that purpose ; and accordingly, as the sea was rpiite calm, 
had the boat's nose run upon the beach. A spit*of sand, extending 
from a ])oiiit of this island, was noted for beautiful shells, which in- 
duced ifr. Bowie, as soon as tlie men luid dined, to dispatch them all 
for the purpose of collecting, whilst he and his companion remained in 
the boat, with the intention, it is imagined, of improving their sketch 
of the forenoon's work, which was our usual practice. The men soon 
lost sight of the bojit behind a foreland, and having arrived at their 
destination, commenced all sorts of pastimes, not, however, forgetting 
the Intention of their journey, when having made a plentiful collection, 
and their time being nearly expired, they set out on their way back, 
but instead of retracing their steps, a kind of sailor's whim, without 
a reason, induced them to return by the other side of the island. 
When they came within sight of the boat, neither of tlieir oliicers were 
visible; this did not, however, ]>rodiice any alarm, as tliey concluded 
them to have rambled a short distance into the woods, but upon 
coming to the spot, their surmises were quickly changed into droauful 
certainty. The first obji*ct presented to tlieir sight was Mr. Bowie, 
lying at the stern, grasping a musket in his hand, and pierced by 
numerous spears tliat still remained in the bleeding wounds they liad 
made : a pool of yet warm blood told at once the vital sources which 
had been opened, and left no hope of life. An exclamation of horror 
burst from all, and their rude mirth was suddenly changed into sounds 
of grief and laiiicntatiuu : hutJLh^y were called from the contemplation 
of this sad spectacle to another of an equally alfecting nature, for a few 
yards from tin? boat was seen the body of poor Parsons just at the edge 
of the water, washing slowly on the shore, and then rolling gently 
hack, with* the receding surf. They instantly drew k on the beach, 
when the numerous wounds with which his slight frame was covered, 
gave out their crimson tide with redoubled violence : » 

** And, like a withered lily, on tlie Wind 
Ills .slender frame and pallid aspect lay.*' 

The blood^work had been too well done ; — they were both dead ! 

A consiiltutioii was helil, whether to go in pursuit of the blood- 
thirsty savages, and take revenge upon them for their murdered oHi- 
cors, or return to the ship and report their melancholy fate ? After a 
little time tlie latter course was rcsohx»d upon, when they laid the cold 
remains at the bottom of the boat, and rowed in mournful silence and 
with heavy hearts on lioard. When we saw tlie bleeding, lifeless 
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bodies of our poor messmates hoisted up the side^ every bosom burued 
fur vengeance^ and a universal cry was raised to go on shore and 
annihilate every soul that could be met with for this inhuman act. 
But our worthy and prudent Captain checked in some measure this 
feeling fur revenge^ by representing how certain it was that we must 
destroy the* innocent many with the guilty few ; wc were> therefore^ 
only left the melancholy satisfaction of mourning over the memory of 
our friends^ who were thus suddenly torn from us^ and those to whom 
they were even more dfar. 

We were since informed that these murderers, after having destroy- 
ed the two officers, had gone in pursuit of the unarmed crew, with the 
intention of makings them also victims to their cruelty, when they 
would have returned and plundered the boat ; but as a kind Provi- 
dence ordained it, the before-mentioned whim induced them to take a 
different route for their way back, and thus avoid the fate which 
awaited them. Titey gaiiica, however, nothing but the blood of their 
victims, and they probably saw the boat which was to have been their 
reward, on her way to the ship: nay, it even appeared that ample 
revenge was taken upon the performers in this tragedy, for upon the 
case being reported to liadania, the King, who was very friendly to 
the English, he *vuwcd that all in the neighbourhood should be put to 
death, which order we afterwards, learned was most strictly olieyed, 
and as bis reign is quite despotic, it is not at all incredible. The spot 
where this heart-rending occurrence tof)k place has since been known 
as Grave Island, while the place from which the perpetrators came 
has received a name in accordance wltli their nature— 3/u/Y/ercrj* Bat/ ; 
and they are thus called in our charts. 

The length of this digression may, I fear, require some apology,— at 
least if there be any whose feelings are not interested by the (letail. 
In extenuation, 1 must confess that Madagascar is not likely to be met 
with in a Survei/ of the Western Coast of Africa ; but I trust that the 
kindness of my readers will indulge me in this opportunity to record 
the untimely death *of two young and promising brother officers ; they 
have 

Xo sculptured urns. 

To mark the spot where earth to earth returns,” 

neither do I know any that would be so immortal, as the pages of this 
highly interesting Journal. The sons of Britain will for ever refer to 
it, as a faithful and familiar memorial of their heroic forefathers; 
while the friends of our unfortunate companions may read their epitaph 
on the shelf which contains this volume in the library of the British 
Museum. ' 

I now return to the islands of Corisco, from wlioncc we took our 
last departure ; they are situated at the entrance of the bay, and are 
very fertile in appearance, and productive in reality. The largest is 
called Great Corisco, being about three miles long by two and a half 
broad ; at the south end is a populous town, with a very good anchor- 
age a mile and a half from the shore, in seven fathoms M^ater. There 
are, however, several patches of rock iu the neighbourhood, which being 
slightly covered above, and surrounded by very deep >vater, renders 
them extremely dangerous, making it requisite for vessels to take every 
precaution when in their vicinity. The Bay of Corisco is of great ex- 
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tent, being thirty-five miles north and south from Cape St. John to 
Cape E^eiras, and fifteen from the island to the river ]\Ioondah. 
The surrounding shores of this magnificent harbour are so thickly 
wooded, that the eye can trace nothing but one continued mass of ver- 
dure, while the numerous islands with which it is studded, rise from 
the sea like emeralds, so rich is their green lustre down to the ^ 

edge. 

Whilst up tho river Gaboon, we heard many reports concerning the 
treachery of these islanders, but as we did not witness it in a single 
instance, we were inclined to think more favourably of th^vm. Power 
certainly is a great protection against violence, and our formidable 
appeuraflce probably wq^s a better safe-guard thhii the faith of the 
savages. We found many of these , people speak English, and an in- 
stance was related to us of their kindness and humanity, which exalted 
them greatly in our estimation. They informed us^ that a few months 
before our arrival, a Portuguese slaver, or pirate, was lying at anchor 
in the bay, when an Phiglish schooner arrived to trade for ivory, wax, 
dec. Europeans meeting in this out of the world sort of place, natu- 
rally led to inquiries ; an occasional visit followed, which soon termi- 
nated in intimacy, when the Portuguese took an opportunity of invit- 
ing the master and mates of the English vessel to dinner. It is sup- 
posed, but 110 authenticated siatcirifeiit remains, that after plying their 
unsuspecting guests with wine until they became intoxicated, they 
basely murdered them in cold-blooded treachery. This done, they 
went under some pretext on board the schooner, and waiting for a fa- 
vourable moment, attacked the unprepared crew, who having no means 
of defence, became an easy and almost unresisting prey to their well- 
armed and blood-thirsty destroyers. During the short but murderous 
struggle, one of the boys contrived to jump overboard, and whilst 
swimming for the shore, met the vessel’s boat coming off with another 
boy in her ; he succeeded after some time in attracting the attention of 
his shipmate, who instantly picked him up, by which his own life was 
saved, as, had he gone alongside, the work of butchery would most pro- 
bably have been ended by taking the life of this poor boy ! they in- 
stantly pulled with all the strength fear had left them for Great Corisco. 
The rclatcr of these ])articulars showed us a description of the occur- 
rence, which had been written by the master of a trader, who shortly af- 
terwards arrived and took thers home. They had Iwith attached their 
names to this document, which contained many expressions of gratitude 
for the kindness they had received from the natives. After these Por- 
tuguese savages had destroyed the unarmed victims, whom their 
cowardice led them to fear,’ they plundered the vessel of every thing 
valuable, and run her on the rocts, where part of the w'reck still re- 
mained in evidence of their guilt. Our cruisers w^re soon made ac- 
quainted w'itii this act of atrocity ; but it does not appear that they 
ever succeeded in taking vengeance upon the assassins ; yet it is difficult 
to imagin# ^at they will ultimately escape the fate wdiich they deserve. 
That hand which punishes unseen will not allow such iniquity to pass, 
and although they may for a time escape the pursuit of justice, and 
even leave this world without the pangs of an upbraiding conscience, 
yet mercy will shun* them in the n^xt, and leave them to everlasting 
torments and despair. * H.B. K. - 


(To bi* coi^iiiued.) 



328 


RUMlNliSCIiNOUS OP A SUBALTERN. 

NO. Vi. 

Badajoz wiis kid siege to for the second time on the SOth. of May 
1811 ; oil that day, the investment of the town on the left bank of the 
r^nadiana was completed, us was also that of tlie fort of San CJiristoval 
on the. right bank ; and the trenches before both w'ere opened that night. 

This was iny first siege, and the novelty of the thfiig compensated 
me ill s(»Qie degree for the sleepless nights I used to ])ass at its com^ 
mencemeiit^, but habit soou reconciled me, and 1 could sleep soundly 
in a battery for a couple of hours at a time. Nothing astonislied me 
so much us the noise made by the engineers,; I expected tlJht their 
loud talking would bring the enemy’s attention towards the sound of 
our ])ick-axcs, and that all the cannon in the town would be turned 
against us, and in short I thought every moment would be my last. 1 
scarcely ventured to 'breathe until we had completed a respectable first 
parallel, and when it was fairly finished, just as morning began to 
dawn, I felt inexpressibly relieved. The seventh division was equally 
fortunate before Sail Cliristoval. 

As soon as the enemy had a distinct view of what we had been 
doing, he. ojiened a battery or two against us with, however, but little 
effect, and I began to think a siegtfiwus not that tremendous thing 1 
had been taught to expect ; but at this moment a thirty-two pound shot 
passed througli a mound of earth in fnmt of that part of the parallel 
in which I was standing, (wliicli was but imperfectly tinisliecl,) and 
taking two poor fellows of the 8Jhd {\vho were carrying a hand- 
barrow) across their bellies, cut them in two, and whirled their rem- 
nants tiirough tiio air. I had never bi»foro so close a view of the 
execution a round shot was capalile of performing, iiiid it was of essen- 
tial service to me during this and my other siege.s. It was full a week 
iifterwurds before I held myself as upright as before. 

On the 2nd of June, our batteries o])ened against the Castle and 
San Cliristoval; the communication between the latter and Badajoz 
was covered by u /c/e du pan/, that protected the Homan briilge, which 
terminates at the Elvas gate. Our fire on the left bank commenced 
with a good deal of brilliancy, but the brass guns w'^erc inadequate to 
the task tliey had to jjcrform, and after being a short time at W'ork, be- 
came so hot* as to be usek'.ss. The e: tiUcry men were occupied for 
several hours throwing buckets of w'ater over their barrels, in order the 
sooner to render them fit for work. The cannon of the enemy were, 
it is true, of the same description, but their train w'as more numerous ; 
and besides they could, without much trouble, disarm such of their 
batteries as were not opposed to ours, and thus, by a continual inter- 
change of guns, «'vorpower our lire, while We were obliged to work 
with the same set : this they did, and with considerable effect too, and 
our casualties increased in proportion. 

The toiicli-holes of several of the cannon melted away, and became 
so large, tliat they were unserviceable ; others were rendered useless 
by being plugged up with the enemy's shot ; and by ten o’clock eacli 
moirning, our line of batteries presented a very disorganised ajifiear- 
ftnee ; sand-bags, gabions, and fascines, knocked here and there ; guns 
flung o/f their carriages, and c£rriugo.s beaten down under tlieir guns. 
Th^' boarded platft»rniM of the batteries, damp with the blood of our 
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artillery-men, or the headless trunks of our devoted engineers, bore 
testimony to the murderous hre opposed to us, but nevertheless every 
thing went on with alacrity and spirit ; the damage done to the embra- 
sures was speedily rG])aired, and many a fine fellow lost his life endea- 
vouring to vie with the men of the engineers in braving dangers, 
unknown to any but those who have been placed in a similar situation. ,, 

it was on a morning such as 1 am talking of, that Colonel Fletcher^ 
chief oHigpr of Engineers, came into the battery where 1 was employ- 
eil ; he wished to observe some work that had been thrown up by the 
enemy near the foot of the Castle the preceiUiig night. Tlvs battery 
was more than usually full of workmen repairing the effects of the 
morning's 4 re, and the efforts of the enemy agaiit.<tt this part of our 
works were excessively aininatedf A number of men had fallen and 
were falling, but Colonel Fletcher, apparently disregarding the circum- 
stance, walked out to the right of the battery, and taking his stand 
u])on the level ground, put his glass to his eye, aitd commenced his 
observations with much composure. Shot and shell flew thickly about 
liim, and one of the former tore up the ground by his side and covered 
him w'itli clay ; but nut in the least regarding this, he remained, stea- 
dily observing the enemy. Wiieii at Iciigtli he had satislied himself, 
lie quietly ])Ut up his glass, and tiirniug to a man of my party who was 
sitting on the outside of an embrasure, pegging in a fascine, said, ‘‘ Aly 
fine fellow, you are too much exposed ; get inside tlie embrasure, and 
you will do your work nearly as well.” I 'm almost linisbod, Colo- 
nel,” replied the soldier, “ and it isn't worth while to move now ; 
those fellows can* I hit me, for they 've been trying it these fifteen mi- 
mites.” It was the last word he ever spoke ! lie had scarcely utter- 
ed the lust syllable, when a round shot cut him in two, and knocked 
lialf of his body across the breech of the gun. The name of this soldier 
was Edmond Man ; he was an Englishman, altlnnigh he belonged to 
the lUlth Regiment. When he fell, the French cannon iers, us was 
usual with th(;m, set up a shout, denoting how well satisfied tliey were 
with their practice ! !” 

On the right bank of the river, the operations against San Chriatoval 
proceeded more rapidly than those against the Castle, and tlie loss was 
proportionable to that sustained by the troops employed on the left of 
the Guadiana. Amongst the officers who fell, was Lieut. Hunt, of the 
Artillery ; he was a young man^of much promise, and liad distinguished 
himself by his zeal in the batteries. 

One evening while we were occupied in the usual way in the 
trenches, a number c»f us stood talking together ; several shells fell in 
the works, and we were on the alert a good deal in order to escape 
from them. A shell on a fine night at a distance is a pretty sight 
enough, but I, for one, never liked too near a view of il^ We were on 
this night kept tolerably busy in avoiding those* that fell amongst us; 
one, however, took us by surprise, and before we could escape, fell 
in the niiddk of the trench ; every one made the best of his way to the 
nearest traverse, and the confusion was much eiicreascd by some of the 
sappers passing at the munieiit with a parcel of gabions on their backs. 
Colonel Trench of the 74th, in getting awMv, ran against one of those 
men, and not only threw him down, l\|Lit fell headlong over him, and 
sticking fast in ono of the gabions, was unable to move. As soon as 
the shdl exploded, wc all sallied forth^froin our respective nooks, and 
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relieved Colonel Trench from his awkward jmition. Well/’ said 
Colonel Kin^j of the 5th^ I often saw a gabion in a trench, but this 
is the first time I ever saw a Tretwh in a gabion*’ Considering the 
time and place, the pun was not a bud one^ and made us all laugh 
heartily, in which Colonel Trench good-humouredly joined. 

Not long after this, a round shot carried away the arm of a soldier 
d? the 94th. Doctor O'Reily, of my corps, happening to be the 
nearest medical man, was awoke out of a sound sleep by h^s orderly 
Serjeant, and having examined the stump, amputated the fractured 
part. OVHeily was one of the most eccentric, and at the same time one 
of the pleasantest fellows in the %vorld. He delighted in saying ex- 
traordinary things in extraordinary places, apd it^was aniusiAg to those 
who knew him well, to see his eoantenance, after saying something out 
of the common way before a stranger. In the present instance, after 
having wrapt his boat-cloak about him, and settled himself in the same 
position he had been in before he performed the operation on the 94th 
man, he, with the most' profound gravity of manner, asked the serjeant 
if he recollected the state in which he had found him ? ** Indeed, Sir,*^ 
replied the orderly, with a broad grin, your honour was fast asleep, 
snorin mighty loud.*' ''-Well then. Sir, if you return here in five 
minutes, in all human probability you will find me in precisely the 
same situation,” and he immediately fell asleep, or feigned to do so. 

' On the evening of the 5th, I was sent in advance with a covering 
partv of forty men ; we were placed some distance in front of the 
works, and as usual received directions to beware • of a surprise. Our 
batteries were all armed, and a sortie from the garrison was not im- 
probable ; the night was unusually dark, and except an occasional shell 
from our mortars, the striking of the clocks in the town, or the chal- 
lenge of the French sentinels along the battlements of the castle, every 
thing was still. 

A man of a fanciful dispositfon, or indeed of an ordinary way of 
thinking, is seldom placed in a situation more likely to cause him to 
give free scope to his imagination, than when lying before an enemy on 
a dark night ; every sound, the very rustling of a leaf, gives him cause 
for speculation: figures will appear, or seem to appear in difiTerent 
shapes ; sometimes the branch of a tree passes for a tremendous fellow 
with extended arms, and the waving of a bush is mistaken for a party 
crouching on their hands and knees. > ^ 

The certainty that several batteries may be opened upon you at 
" sight” without " advice” being given of it, or that some hundreds 
of chosen troops may rush upon yon with fixed bayonets, is an un- 
pleasant idea, and the knowledge that those fellows are paid by the 
governor according to the way they do their work, tends but little to 
tranquillize yoU/ or give you a turn for sleep: Expecting both, or either 
of those things, it is not to be wondered at, that a man should be a 
little on what the French call the qui vive, and I don't know why it 
was, but I could not divest myself of the idea that an attarrk upon our 
lines was meditated. I cast a look at my men as they lay on the 
ground, and saw that each held his firelock in his grasp, and was as he 
should be ; half an hour passed away in this manner, but no sound gave 
warning that my suspicions were* well founded. The noise of the work- 
men in the trenches lessened" by degrees, and as the hour of midnight 
approadied, there** was, comparatively s))eakiiig, a death-like silence. 
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1 went forward a short distance^ but it was a short distance^ for in 
truth— to say the least of it— I was a little hipped." 1 even wished 
the enemy would tlirow a shot or t%vo against our works to give a fillip 
to my thoughts. Heavens ! how I envied the soldiers^ who slept like 
so many lops^ and snored at least as loud as Dennis Balruddery^ when 
he awoke the congregation of Parson Snufflebags.— 1 went forward^, 
again, but had not proceeded more than about one hundred paces wh^ 

I iiear^^yoices whispering in my front, and upon observing more mi- 
nutely m the direction from whence the sounds proceeded, 1 saw dis- 
tinctly two men. The uniform of one was* dark ; the other wore a 
large cloak, and I could hear his sabre clanking by his side as he 
approached me. ^ • • 

At the instant, 1 do not*kn(iw^Anf sum I would have considered too 
great to have purchased my ransom, and placed me once more at the 
bead of my men. I need scarcely say that I regretted the step 1 had 
taken, but it was too late. The figures continued to advance towards 
the s])ot where I was crouched, and were already within a few paces of 
me : 1 did not know what to do, 1 dreaded remaining stationary, and I 
was ashamed to run away, — there was not a moment to be lost, and I 
made up my mind to sell my life dearly. 1 sprang up with my drawn 
sabre in my hand, and callea out as loud as I was able, (and it was but 
a so-so-eflbrtj) Who goes there My delight was great to find in 
place of two Frenchmen, (the advance, as I expected of several hun-' 
clred,) Capt. Patten, of the Engineers, attended by a serjeant of his 
corps ; he held a dark lantern under his cloak, and told me he had been 
on his w'ay to reconnoitre the breach in the castle-w^all, but that he 
thought it as well to return to the first covering party he should meet 
with, in order to get a file of men which he proposed taking with him 
to within a short distance of tlic breach. I was just then in that frame 
of mind, from my owui little adventure, to approve highly of his pre- 
caution, and 1 gave him a couple of what our fellows (the Connaught 
Rangers) used to call, lads that wernt easy, or, to speak without a me- 
taphor, two fellows that would walk into the mouth of a cannon if they 
were bid to do it. 

Previous to this 1 had passed an uneasy night, but I was now filled 
with much anxiety for the fate of Capt. Patten, and my own two men. 
They had left me about a quarter of an hour, when a few musket-shots 
from the bastion nearest the breach, aitiiouiiced that the rcconnoissance 
had not been made unnoticed by the eneihy ; and shortly after, the 
return of my soldiers confirmed the fact. 

It appeared, that upon arriving within pistol-shot of the wall, Capt. 
Patten mofioned to the men to lie down, while he crept forward to the 
breach ; he had succeeded in ascertaining its state, and was about to 
returfi to the soldiers, when some inequality in tlie grpuiid caused hini 
to stumble a little, and the noise attracted the notice of the nearest 
sentinel, whose fire gave the alarm to the others, — one of those shots 
struck Ca|^ Patten in the back, a little below the shoulder, and he 
survived its effects but a few hours. Thus fell a fine young man, an 
ornament to that branch of the service to which he belonged, and a 
branch, which in point of men of highly cultivated scientific informa- 
tion, as well as tlie most chivalrous Ijravery, may challenge the world 
to show its superior. • 

. The iiro against the castle was continued on thc»foliowing day, the 
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6tli> with much etfect, anfl the batteries in front of San Christoval had 

not only overcome the lire of that outwork^ but towards mid-day tlie 
breach was judged assailable. At nine o’clock at niglit^ one hundred 
men of the 7th division^ commanded by Major Macintosli, of the 85th 
regiment^ advanced to the assault; the forlorn -hope^ consisting of six 
volunteers^ and led on by Ensign Joseph Dyas of the 51st regitnent^ 
\vjio solicited this honour^ headed the attack. 

The troops advanced with much order, although opposed heavy 
fire. Arrived upon the glack they speedily descended the ditch, and 
the forlori^-hope, accompaj'iicd by an ofiicer of engineers, jiressed on to 
the breach. They had scarcely arrived at its foot, when the ofiicer of 
engineers was mortally wounded, and Ensign Dy^ was fn consequence 
the only person to direct the men at. the breach ; for the main body, 
including the commanding ofiicer, attempted to mount what appeared 
to them to be the breach, but which was in reality nothing more than 
an embrasure whibii had been a good deal injured by the fire of our 
batteries. Some of the most foremost succeeded in planting ladders 
against its rugged face, but their efforts were bafiled by the exertions 
of the French engineers, who, notwithstanding our fire of gra[)e and 
musketry, contrived to clear away the rubbish from the base of the 
wall ; and the ladders were in consequence not of a sutiicieiit length to 
enable the men to make a lodgment. A quarter of an hour had now 
elapsed, during which time several fruitless attempts had been made 
to enter the fort; and Major jMaeintosh, with his few remaining men, 
succeeded with difficulty in reaching their own lines, which they had 
left but a short time before with feelings of a very different descriiition. 
None of the party could give any account of Ensign Dyas — indeed, 
how could they ? for the star whig party had never seen the forlorn- 
hope, from the moment they descended the ditch ! As is common in 
such cases, there were many who said tliey believed that he, indivi- 
dually, was the last living man in the ditch, and it was a generally 
received opinion that Dyas had fvillen. Alajor Alaciutosh, in company 
with a few friends, was sitting in his tent talking over the failure of 
the attack, and regretting amongst others, the loss of this ofiicer, when 
to his amazemeiit he entered the tent, not only alive, but unhurt. 
This brave young man, after having lost the greater part of his men, 
and finding himself unsupported by the storming party, at length 
quitted the ditch, but not until he h^urd the enemy entering it by the 
sally-port. 

Sfotwithstanding that we had occupation sufficient tvU/ihi our lines 
to employ men of ordinary minds, still our fellows — or, as they fami- 
liarly called thqmselves, the boys,” — found leisure to stroll a little 
beyond the limits allowed to the soldiers for their recreation. Perhaps 
fh the whole British army, or in the army of any other nation, there 
were not a set of " hoysi’ who knew better than ours did, how to find 
out which way the land lay; to see Avhat was goings*' or to take share 
of it, whether it was freely offered to them or attemj)ted be with- 
held ; their name too, Tlie^ Hangers,” implied — or they took it in 
that sense, I believe — their right to make little excursions, which, per- 
haps, another corps would not think of ; and as they never had a turn 
for desertion, they were not as closely watched as might be necessary 
with other men ; and their ofiicers were never uneasy about them, be- 
cause they were aware /Ar»y knew fmv to take care of "themselves. 
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Under all those circumstances^ it is not to be wondered at that the 
country about our camp became a spot of some interest to the '' boys.” 
Lord Wellington mighty and no doubt did reconnoitre Badajoz well^ 
but not one whit better than the aforesaid gentlemen did the neigh- 
bouring country. 

Not far from the river’s edge, and distant about half a league from 
our lines, stood a snug cottage^ at the rear of which was a pTantatiim^ 
of olives, and at one side, under the brow of a little hillock, niigh>^ 
sjer ten or a dozen bee-liives. Our fellows having tasted some dr the 
billers of a siege, were resolved to have a trial of the sweets, and this 
congregation of hives, carried by a coup^dc^m/tw ^ appeared in'lheir eyes 
a set-off i^ainst the slow process of an operation such as they were en- 
gaged in. An attfick was* immediately resolved on* and as immediately 
put into execution ; one of a*pdrty of three, (t 7Utlc ben/, volunteered 
his services, not only to roconn<»itre the cottage, hut to take a liive off 
by Avay of sample, that is, if such was found to bja pruciicahle ; the 
oilier two lay at hand, and were ready to act as circumstances might 
require. A fellow named Roger Gafiiey was the individual who dis- 
tinguished himself on this occasion ; he passed by the rear of the cot- 
tage, rendering the caution of the Spaniard of no avail by tliis flank 
movement ; and taking up one of the hives, rammed it into a sack, 
which he had borrowed for the occasion from his captain’s batman. 
Success liad crowned his efforts thus far, and he was carrying off his 
prize, when upon turning round the clump of olive-trees, he encoun- 
tered some oflicers in their undress, who wore coursing. Hallo ! what 
have you in the sack said one of them. Roger, at a glance, saw the 
awkward situation in which he was placed, and that nothing but stra- 
tagem could save him. Not in the least abashed, he replied to the 
question with the same freedom it had been put ; thinking, or seeming 
to think, that those by whom lie was addressed, were, like himself, on 
the fook^ouL “ What have I, is it? — a bee-hive!” ''A bee-hive I 
where did yqu get it?” You wane to say where did l^find it ; why 
then, avick, I found it where it wasn't lost, and if it’s hme/j yees are 
after, don't be standing here talking to me, hut make haste, or by my 
soul they *11 not lave yees a taste, at all, at all.” Who ? where ?" were 
tlie rapid interrogatories put to Roger- Why, over there fore-*nents* 
you,” replied he, pointing to a grove of trees in the very opposilc direc- 
tion of the place where the hives stood. Away gnllopcd the oflicers 
to detect the delinquents, ancka^fay scampeu'ed Roger, lightening him- 
self of his load, which he was reluctantly obliged to leave behind him ; 
and it is scarcely necessary to say, that on the return of the disap- 
pointed officers, they did not And Roger Gafney wailing to receive them. 
Upon his return to his companions, he was asked whj^he left the hive 
behind him, “ Why then sure,” said he, I thought it better to lose 
the honey, and save w/y bacon ^ • 

On the 7th, 8th, and 9th, the fire against •San Christoval was con- 
tinued with increased vigour, and on the latter day it was resolved that 
the attacl^f it should be a second time made that night. A superior 
nupiber of troops to those which failed on the 6th, but still inferior to 
the garrison of the fort, were selected^ for the attack, and the command 
given to Major Mac Geechy, an English officer in the service of Portu- 

* Opposite.* 
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gal^ who volunteered this duty^-— Dyas again leading the forlom-hope. 
As before^ the troops advanced under the lire of eve^ gun that could 
be brought to bear upon them, and with much spirit descended the 
ditch. A little disorae^ amongst the men who carried the ladders, 
caused some delay, but the detachment pressed on to the breach with- 
out waiting for the re-organisation of the ladder-men. The soldiers 
v;posted on the g/actj, by their determined fire, notwithstanding their cx- 
situation, forced the enemy to waver, and if ever there was a 
chaubs of success, it was at this moment. Dyas and his companions 
did as much as men could do, but in vain.' Their efforts were heroic, 
though uiKivailing ; the s^iot was strewed with the dead and dying — 
the breach was covered with Frenchmen, and the glacis and ditcli 
covered with bur (lend and disabled soldiers. « Major Mnc Geechy 
fell) pierc^ with bullets, and almost all the party shared .his fate. 
Cnsign Dyas was struck by a pellet* in the forehead, and fell upon his 
face, but undismayed by this, he sprang up and rallied his few remain- 
ing followers, but "'in vain. This heroic intrepidity deserved a better 
fate, but his efforts were paralysed by the obstacles opposed to him, 
and Dyas was at length reluctantly obliged to abandon an enterprise, 
on the issue of which he had a second time chivalrously, though unsuc- 
cessfully staked his life. As before, he was the last to leave the ditch, 
and with much difficulty reached our lines : liis mode of escape was ns 
curious as it was novel. One of the ladders that could not be placed 
upright, still hi^g from the glacis on the palfisadocs ; this he sprang 
up, and in an instant he was upon the glacis, whore he flung himself 
upon his face. The Frenchmen upon the walls seeing him fall at the 
moment of their fire, shouted out, II est hte, cn voilaJe dernier!'* 

Dyas, perfectly collected, saw that his only chance of escape was by 
remaining quiet for a short time, which he did, and then seizing a fa- 
vourable moment when the garrison were thrown off their guard by 
the silence that prevmled, he jumped up, and reached our batteries in 
safety : he and nineteen ’^vktes were all tliai escaped out of two hun- 
dred^ whidi was the original strength of the ^torming party and forlorn- 
hoM. 

The failure of these two attacks led to many remarks, not only in 
OUT own army, but also iii that of the enemy. It was our first attempt 
in tbe Peninsula to stonn a place, and its success or failure was, with- 
out doubt, a matter that in a great measure involved tbc character, 
not only of the soldiers engaged, but the two armies generally, — it 
^vas in fact a national concern. Our fellows knew that if the thing 
waS' practicable, success was sure to follow ; but the French thought 
dififidreiitly, and notwithstanding thb defeats they had sustavped in the 
difilerent affairs tvhich preceded this unfortunate event, they considered 
themselves the same invincible heroes that had conquered on the fields 
of Marefigo and Austerlita ; and this little affair set them quite at case 
with themselves. This* is a dangerous idea to let a Frenchman get 
liold of, for though naturally brave, they are, as a nation, or even indi- 
".^dually, the most gasconading race on earth — tbe Yankees^sl ways ex- 
cepted ; 1 shall therefore enter m little into the causes of this reverse. 


A bullet, larger than a awaii drop ; four of them were inclosed in a 

' pl^ of nroo^, three indies long, and at .the top was pieced the musket- biiU. Upon 
being discharged the wood bnrst, a^d ibis shrapnel in miniature dM considerable 
execution. 
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The evening upon which the first assault was made> (the 6th of June«)* 
the storming party consisted of but one hundred men, while the garri<)i 
son of the fort amounted to one hundred and fifty ! Dyas at the head 
of six chosen men, (and accompanied by an officer of engineers, whose 
name 1 forget, and who was mortally wounded while he was in conver- 
sation with Dyas,) led the advance. The situation of the fort ; the 
bastions that had been disabled by our fire, as also the breach, were 
well known to both those officers ; but the remainder of the party, imP** 
eluding the Commanding-officer, (Major Macintosh,) it would appw 
were ignorant upon points of such vital importance. The consequence 
was fatal. The handful of men that formed tlie forlorn-hope/ (led on 
by their brave young commander,^) iumped into the ditch, and proceed- 
ed along the curtain fo the breacn, but unfortunsrt^^ly the remainder 
of the party allowed themselves «to be occupied before a dismantled 
bastion, which they mistook fof^ the real breach. The ladders were 
lowered into the ditch and raised against this part of the wall ; and 
while the soldiers were endeavouring to place them li^iright, they were 
cut off almost to a luaii. Dyas finding himself unsupported, ran back 
from the breach, and having^reached the spot where his companions 
had been so uselessly, yet fatally employed, found it occupied only by 
the dead and wounded. . 

Thus far it was evident Itliat the attack had, failed, but it was also 
proved that the failure was owing to the misconception which the 
troops had of the real breach, because that portion of the storming 
party that had the ladders stopped short at a place where they should 
not. Dyas, although little acquainted with engineering, or not even 
having had a trial of the ladders whibh were but twelve feet long, at 
once pronounced the breach^ impracticable, lie was immediately or- 
dered to the tent uf Gen. H 9 &ston, who directed the operations on the 
right bank of tlie Guadiuna, and there he was closely questioned in the 
presence of the chi^f eiigiy^eer, (1 believe it was Qplonel Squires): in 
answer to a question fhit tb him respecti^ t{|e depth of Ijie ditch, he 
said, that he doiu^veu ^t to be t^^t^ve fee^and he, one of the most 
active men in the iirm ^'judged of Its depth from the great' shock he 
* felt when he jumped down., lie was not credited ; ana the JSogineer 
smiling, said, That certain allowances should be made for young he» 
ginners;' this was too,niu<^i for Dyas, but the brave fellow modestly ^ 
observed, that be considered the estimate he had made of the depth 
the ditch to be tolerably cofcecf — ^nd from this momtni he made up his 
mind to head the next attack, . 

When the breach was again deemed practicable on the 9th, three 
days after the first attack and .failure,. Ensign Dyas waited upon Gen* 
Houston, add requested his leave once mor^ to lead the Advance. The 
General aaid, -'^ No, you have already done enough, and it wqqld be un- 
fair that you should again bear the briitat dt^this business.’* 

General,” said J9yas'> '' there seem to be ^ms^ouhts of the practic9H 
bility of this business on the last night of dur attack ;,^ud, although^vl 
myself don|^ think that the breach is even practicable, I requnsl 
you TviU wow me to lead the party4^ The General :f 4 itiil ^refused, 
when Dyas thus addressed’^ him, Gen. Houston, 1 hope you will. not 
refuse my request; bodiuse I am determined, if you order the fort fo 
be stormed &>rty timeSg to lead the a^vanOe so long as I lotve life.’' 
The General, fully appreciating the earnestness 'of thi^'bra^ add high- 
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minded young man, at length acquiesced ; and Major MacGeechy hav- 
ing volunteered to command the storming party, he and Dyas made the 
nedessafy arrangements to reconnoitre the for( that evening. 

They' made a detour by the edge of the river/ and ^succeeded in 
preaching unperceived to. within a short distance of the fort. Under 
cover of some re^ds, they carefully examined the breach, which^ to 
.Majeur MacGeechy, appeared a practicable one, but Dyas, better in- 
'V^med from experience, combated all the arguments of his compa- 
niph- and desired him to watch attentively the effeet of the next salvo 
from our batterieis ; he did so, and appeared satisfied with the result, 

Becauto the wall/’ h® remarked to'Dya^, gave way very freely.** 
" Yes," replied Dyas, " but did you observe how the stopcs fell instead 
of rolling; rely ort*it if. there was rubbi|ih.phout the ba^or face of 
it, the stones would, ro// and ipt/uW.”- S^h6^obs^vatidn was nof. lost on 
Major Mac GeeChy, but it Having b^jFd.^ided that the attack was to 
be made that ni|;ht, both the le^der^Af the forlorA-hope and the com- 
mander of the stJoriihing party at oncGf*%iadi^'‘Up their miiids for the 
trial. . 

At ten o'clock at inghV‘200 men UKOved forward to the assault, 
Dyas leading ^e ad’^anc^. He made a circuit until he c^rae exactly 
opposite to the' hreacli instead of entering the ditch as before : a sheep- 
path, which he remembered in the evening while Tie and Major Alac 
Geechy made^^hejr observations, s^yed to"]guide them to the part of 
the glacis in frpnt of the breach. Arrived at this spot, the detachment 
descended the ditch, and found themselves^t: the'fopt of the breach ; 
but here an unlooked-for event stopped their further progress, and 
wouldjiave been in itself suflici^iit^o have ""caused the failOre of the 
attack. The ladders were entrusted to a^-party composed of a foreign 
corps in our pay, called " flie Cknsshfrs I^tifammptcs these men, the 
moment tliey reached the glacis, glad to fid themselves. of tlieit load, 
fiung the ladders i^ the ditch, instead of ^lidiiig tWm between the 
palisadoes ^ they fell actdSsr^cm, and so stuck^fest, aiid being made 
of heavy green w'ood, it#'?i'as ne|^|>lo impussiji)le t^ imhe, much less 
place them upright against the #cach,r/*|ihd®S! most all the storming 
party were massacred in the att^pt. ^ ' 

Placed in a situation so frightful, it required a pian of the most 
determined -chdraefe; to continue the attaqk* £very officer of the de- 
tachment had fallen. Major Mac Geechr.Ohe of the firaC; and at this 
moment, Dyas and abeu| five-and-tx^^tj^ men were all 't hat remained 
of the 200. Undiamay^ly tkci^ circumstances, the soldiers^perse- 
vered, and Dyas, altboiijA bounded and bleeding, succeeded in disen- 
tangimg one^j^dder, Aha dlaeing ft against what was cmisidered to be 
the breach, 'it Waft speeoily^ountad, but upon arriving a{ the top'<^ 
the laddoTj instead of Ihe preachy it^w'as found to be si^sfofteivgl^ that 
bad bekh constructed in^fiie Mght, and which completely nAt' off' all 
eoadttiniiibatioli betweMti^ ditch and the baeUmL^^bat mail the 
nan Reached thptop of this wall, they 
blMCh as ‘if they had^been in their owh^attAwS. / - ,/ 

'!^m this fiii^fuh detail, it ja evident tM' :^h% 
is p^Ue to ensure succes^^and that the^ili^waft owiii^ 'to a com- 
oft untoward Srefimstanees ^erfwbmf 'the tltdopS had- no 
men Wfete all that escaped^ > ' 
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On the night of the 8th of June, (the one previous to the second 
assault,) Ensign Dyas being on duty in the trenelies, aii order arrived 
to send an oiKcer and dfteeii men to a hollow spot in front of our lines, 
between San Christo val and the tele du pant, close to the Roman 
bridge whiclL communicated with the Elvas gate. know not how it 
happened, but Dyas was selected for this arduous duty. Tlie object of 
this mbve^ient was for the purpose of observing if any and whnt c^^' 
muiucation or reinforcement would be sent to the fort. The detaclmi^t 
was< to be recalled before day. yr ' 

The night was unusually still, and every sojind was distinrirly heard, 
but nothing could.be ascertained except ^that one piece of ordnance (a 
howitzerjt.Ji believe,) had passed aver to the fort. J[>ay at la^t began to 
dawn, yet no order Jiad b%en jreceived for the withdrawal of the party 
so stationed ; their situatioawils most ci^ical — within point blank shot 
of the fort in their jrear." Dyas ordered^ his hicn to lie flat nn their faces, 
though he every moment expected liis situation. wotAd 4^ discovered, 
and a rush made at him; nevertheless, '4iniiitiinidated by his perilous 
posture, he dispatched a trusty ipan to the trenches, with orders to 
make knovvii to the ofheer 'cominandlng the information he had been 
enabled to collect, and to know what was to be the final duty of the 
party. 

Now, mind,'* said Dyas, “ tj' we are to be recalled, do j’^ou raise 
your cap on your firelock above the battery No. 1 ; if wc are to remain, 
1/on know what your duty ** By J— , and plase your Honour, I 
do; and recall or no recall, i"‘*ll be liack with you in five minutes dead 
or alive,” replied the poor fellow; who, I need not add, (after his 
speech,) was an Hibernian. Do as ypu are ordered. Sir,” said Dyas, 
we have not a moment to lose.'* '• 

A few minutes (a long time under sticH' circumstances) only elapsed 
before the signal agreed upon was made ; and Dyas, addressing a few 
words to his men, told them their safety>.depe'nded on their adliering 
strictly to hid directions. He theu started them shurty to different 
parts of the lines, and sin^^ular as it may appear, although it was now 
clear daylight, not one man wad hit. What a^^^Be fellow at the hpad 
of a regiment would^this Dyas be ! 

It may, perhaps, be asjii^ed by persons unacquainted with these 
details, what became of Ensign Dyas, and they no doubt will say what 
a lucky young man he was to proiimtion iq, so short a time ; but 
such 'was not the case, although he was July r^mmended by Lord- 
Wellington. This was no doubt an oversight, as it afterwards ap- 
peared, but the consequences liaye beqii of material injury to -Ejisjgnj 
now Capt. Dyas. This officer, liker most brave men,, was too modl^ 
to pr^s his claim, and after having served thfough the entire jof the • 
Peniasnlar war, and afterwards jat the meniorabre batlje of Waterigo; 
be, i^-the year^lSSO-r-^/c/i years after hM^gallant conduct— was, by. a 

gpmpaiiy, in consequence of. the represent^ 
tion ^ Col^em but more lucky> forlorn-hope .mknyto ' 

Sir HeifrV' ^ -O'- , • * 

Cdloiid. Gurwood vm a perfect stranger ^(except by obaraotM;) 
Dyoil, and wf» with" bis" regiment, the 10th Hussars,, et llampt^'' 
Court, where /Sir Henry Torrens inspected the 51st Regiment. 

U/S. JodBF* No.. 92. Jui4X:d831. • ’z 
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nel Ponaonby and Lord Wiltshire, ( not one of whom Dyas had ever 
seen,) also interested themselves in his behalf ; and immediately on 
Sir ilenry Torrens arriving in London, he overhauled thg documents 
connected witli the aifair of San Ghristoval, and finding all that 
had been reported to him to be perfectly correct, he drew the atten- 
^ tion of His Royal Highness the l)uke of York to the claims of Lieut. 

lijs Royal Highness, with that consideration fpr which he was 
remarK^jible, immediatelv caused Lieut. Dyas to be Gazetted to a 
company ifi the 1st CeyiQU regiment. 

C^t. Dyas lost no time in waiting upon Sir Henry Torrens and 
His Royal Highness.the Duke of York. The Duke received him with 
his accustomed affability, and after regretting that, his promotion had 
been so long overlooked, asked him what leave of absence he would 
require before he joined his regiment. Capt. Dyas said, Six months, 
if His Royal Highness did not think it too long.” Perhaps," replied 
the Duke, “ you would prefer two years** Capt. Dyas was overpow- 
ered by this cbnsiderate condescension on the part of the Duke, and 
after having thanked him, took a respectful leave ; but the number of 
campaigns he had served in, had materially injured his health, and he 
was obuged to retire on the half-pay o^his company. 

(To be continued.) 


SINGULAR ORDER OP GEN. PRESCOTT IN 1794. 

Mr. Editor, — The following unique order, which I met with lately 
among the papers of a deceased friend, 1 believe to be genuine. It is an 
amusing specimen of the 'want of harmony that used in the “ olden time” to 
exist between the Services— often, it is to be feared, to the prejudice of the 
public good. Tho Services now pull hearty together, and we may liotli 
enjoy a laugh at the whimsical rebuke the gallant Admiral met with for his 
interference in matters out of his own element f 

Yours, 

■Americus. 


'Rl^eOXT'S OEDERS. 

' Pierres, 16th June 1794. 

Whereas; Sir John Jervis has.given orders, T am told, 

frequently, and particularly, by a note dated off Point 

Petre, June 41%, 1794; which must hqye arisen from great ignorance, 
or ^ekt pr^umption tied arrogance. ^ , 

' If from ]gnoraficei 4 )Opr,^an ! h4 is to be pitied ; but if from pre- 
sumption and arrogance, he is to be checked. 

" It ia therefore 2iieut.-Oen. Prescott^s orders, that m future no 
Attention whatever vis to be given to such'^Notes, of Oraers, and his 
signature to sudi, to he 0 little regarded, as %at'of John Oakes, or 
. Peter Styles.” . 
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THK RIGHT HON. THR EARL OF NORTHRSK, G.C.B. ANU 
4 REAR-ADMIRAL OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

The ISarl of Northesk was descended from an ancient family which 
had been settled for several centuries in the county of Angits, North 
Britain. In the reign of Charles L the first creation of John Caniegi/r 
took pLice by the title of Lord Inglistnaldie^ Lord Lour, and 
Ettrie, which twd latter titles he afterwards exchanged for ^se of 
Earl of Northesk} and Lor,d Rosehill. As was to be expurfed^ the 
family were greatly attached to the iinfortiAiate Sfivereign ny whom 
the honour had been conferred, and in coi^scqiience| the h^Ured of the 
Protector* became particiUarly directed against tUcrn. For their loy- 
alty to Charles, Oliver CroiBwMl caused them, to be fined 10.000/. 
They were afterwards staunch supporters of the Revolution, and con- 
spicuous for their steady and unceasing loyalty to the House of Han- 
over. The family mansion was taken possession pf by .the Pretender 
in the rebellion of 1715, when the Countess of Northesk was forced to 
fly, and sought refuge in Edinburgh Castle/ where her ladyship was 
delivered of a son,^ who was christened Gei»rge, after his Majesty 
George I. wlio condescended to be one of the sponsors, and was repre- 
sented by proxy. Tliis son became the J^url of Northesk, and entered 
ns midshipman in the Royal Navy, passed through the several grada- 
tions of rank, and was Admiral of the Blue in 1773; became Admiral 
of the White, and died January 21st, 1792, aged 77 years. 

The gallant nobleman, whoso services we are now recording, was the 
third son of the al)ove-mentioned Admiral, by Lady Ann Leslie, 
eldest daughter of the fifth .Earl of Leveii and Melville; and was born 
in 1758. At the age of eleven, Mr. Wjlliani Carnegie embarked in 
the Albion with Capt. the Hon. Samuel Barrington ; and afterwards 
served in the Southampton frigate with Capt..]\[ackliride, at the time 
he conveyed the Queen of Djenmark to Zell ; and in the Squirrel with 
Capt. Stair Dougins. Having undergone klie necessary cxamiiiatioiL 
Mr. Carnegie obtained an acting apjmiutment as lieutenant of the 
Nonsuch, and in 1777 was confirmed into the A]>ollo, by Lord Howe. 
He afterwards served under Sir John Lockhart Ross in the Royal 
George, at the capture of the Caracca Fleet off Cape Finisterro, of the 
Spanish squadron «under Don Jiian de Langara, and at the relief of 
Gibraltar; then in the West hidfes with Lord, ^dney, who promoted 
him from the Plag-sliip after the action of April 1730, to be 

Commander of U|ie Blast Fire-ship. He removed 

into the St Eustatia f and was present at the of .the island 

of that name, 3/d . of February 1781. 

On the 7th of April Captain Canjegie obtained his peat 

rank, and came home in the' Eiiterpj^e, which in* consequence of 
the peace was paid off. In 1788 his eldest ^brother died, when he 
succeeded to the title of Lord^Qpsehill, and, on die equippient of the 
fleet, in cd&sequ^nce of the "dispute with Spam, relative to 
Sound, was appointed to command the Heroine frigate, jbut wu soon 
after paid off. , " * 

On the death of his lordship's father, on the 29th ot January 1792, 
he succeeded to the titio of Earl of Northesk ; and in January of the 
following year, proceeded to the We.sf Indies in command of the 
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Beaulieu frigate^ and returned from thence in the Andromeda in De- 
cember, and was soon after placed upon half-pay. 

Lord Northesk remained unemployed until 1706, when i he was ap- 
pointed to the JVIonmouth, 64> and joined the North Sea fleet under 
the command of Admiral Viscount Duncan. 

In May 1797} the mutiny, which had commenced in the Channel 
extended to the ships employed in the North Sea, and the Mon-r 
uioui\ was brought by her refractory crew to the N/)re. Perhaps,^ at 
no perivH was an event more to be deplored than this insubordination 
of the sea'knen. The nation being involved in a war in which her naval 
force could only be employed, and that force in rebellion against those 
who had its direction, caused universal gloom throuf^h all classes of 
society. At length some symptoms of .return to their duty began to 
appear, and the mutineers sent for Lord Northesk on board the Sand- 
wich, (the ship where Parker, the ringleader, and his misguided asso- 
ciates daily assembled,) to endeavour to effect a reconciliation with 
Ooveriimcnt. On the 0th of J une, the two delegates of the Monmouth 
went on board that ship, from the Sandwich, with a request that his 
lordship, who was confined to his cabin, would accompany them. On 
reaching the Sandwich, Lord Northesk was ushered into the cabin, 
where Richard Parker, as President, and about sixty seamen, acting 
as delegates, from the several ships, were sitting in close deliberation. 
Lord Northesk was accompanied by a gentleman, and before the com- 
mencement of business, Parker demanded to know who he was : upon 
being told he was an oflicer of the JMonmouth, who accoinpaiiied his 
lordship as secretary,” he said, Who knows him ? — say, delegates 
of the Monmouth, what kind of man is he The delegates replied, 
he was a worthy good man,” and it was iustautly voted that he might 
attend the conference. The ' ])resident of these infatuated men then 
said to his Lordship—*^ That the committee, witli one voice, had come 
to a declaration of the terms on %vhich alone, without the smallest 
alteration, they would give up the ships ; and they had'" sent for his 
Lordship as one who was known to be the seaman's friend,” to be 
charged with them to the King, and he must pledge his honour to 
return on board with a clear and positive answer within fifty-four 
hours.” Parker then read the letter to his Majesty. Lord Northesk 
informed the delegates, that he certainly would bear the letter as 
desired ; but could not, from the unreajtonablenesa of their demands, 
flatter them with, any expectation of success.” They persisted, that 

the whole must be complied with, or they would immediately put 
the fleet to sea/' ' 

The follow^gg paper was then handed by Parker to liis*^ Lordship, 
and is a curias document of the methodical manner in which the 
rebels conducted- their mischievous designs. 

1:0 eSPT. LOBD i/grthesk. 

.. " Sandwich, June 6th, 3 f.k. 

You are hereby authorised and ordered to wait upon the KiX;;, wherever 
he may be, with the resolutions of the Comqiittee of Delegates, and are 
directed to return-hack wif^ an answer within fifty-four hours from the 
date hereof. (Signed) " R. Parker, President.” 

Upon receiving these instructions his Lordship left the Sandwich, 
three cheers being given by the mutineers, nnd he was put on board 
the Duke of York,* Margate packet, fur London. 
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Lord Northesk lost no time in reaching the Admiralty^ and soon 
after, attended by Earl Spencer^ then First Lord^ tvaited iij»on His 
Majesty. The insolent demands contained in the communication were 
instantly rejected ; and Capt. Knight^ (the late Admiral Sir Joliii,*) who 
had obtained leave from i’arker to come oir shore from the ]\Iontngu, 
whose surgeon had been tarred and feathered and then rowed on shore, 
carried to the misguided and deluded men the refusal of the Board^f 
Admiralty. • 

The submission of the fleet began on the 9th of June, ^Conse- 
quence of the extensive preparations which •were ready to 'Commence 
against the sliips, and the Repulse and Leopard made their escape, the 
former u^ the rivei; Tli^mes ; the latter unfortttilately got aground, 
and was tired on liy the JVIonmoath and Director, when Lieut. Delanoe 
lost his leg, and one seaman was wounded. 

The seamen having returned to their duty, and Parker having been 
executed. Lord Northesk resigned the command of tnc Monmouth, and 
remained unemployed until 1800, when his Lordship was appointed to 
the Prince, 98 guns, in the Channel Fleet, under the command of his 
illustrious relative the Earl of St. Vincent, in which ship he continued 
till the peace in 1802, when he again returned from active service. 

On the renewal of hostilities with the French Republic in 1803, 
his Lordship was amongst the foremost to oifer his services, and was 
immediately appointed to the Britannia of 100 guns. In her he served 
in the Channel under the command of the Hon. Admiral Cornwallis 
till May 1804, when he Avas promoted to the rank of Rear-Admiral of 
the While. In the following month, he hoisted his flag in the same 
ship, anil continued to serve in her on her former station in the ar- 
duous blockade of Brest during the trying and tempestuous Avinter of 
1804; and till August in the folloAving year, AA^hen he Avas detached 
Avith the squailroii under the orders of 8ir Robert Calder, to reinforce 
Vice-Admiral Collingwoijd, off Cadiz, 

In the glorious and decisive battle of Trafalgar, on the ever memo- 
rable 21st of October, the Britaiiuia bore his Lordships flag; and took 
a distinguished share in achieving the. victory. On that memorable 
day the Britannia, Capt. Charles Biillen, broke through the enemy's 
line, astern of the fourteenth ship, in the most gallant and masterly 
style ; and soon after completely dismasted a French 80-gun ship, on 
board of Avhicli a Avhite handkerchief Avas^soon displayed in token of 
submission. The Britannia afterAvards singly engaged and kept at bay 
three of the enemy’s van ships. In this conflict the Britannia had ID 
killed an(l42 Avounded. • 

During the continuance of this long and san^iinhij engagement. 
Lord Northesk zealously emulated the example of his heroic Com- 
maiider-in-Chief ; and when the order Avas given for destroying such 
prizes as cpuld not be secured from the heav^ gale that followed the 
action, his Lordship Avould on no account alloAv LTntrepide, the nearest 
to the Britannia, to be scuttled until his boat^ had rescued , all the 
wounded men and the Avhole of the surviving creAv. 

Lord Northesk, for his brilliant services on this occasion, was created 
u, Knight of the Bath on the 29th January 180(>; receiving the thanks 

* Admiral Sir John Knight, K.C.B. died on” the 10th of June; his services will 
be recorded in the ohituary of the present nwnth. • 
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of botli Houses of Parliament ; the freedom of the City of Londoi^ 
and of the Goldsmiths' Company, with a sword of the value of mte 
hundred guineas from the City of Loudon, an Admiral's ^medal from 
His Majesty to be worn rounu the neck, and a vase of the value of 
three hundred pounds from the Patriotic Fund at Lloyd's. 

Lord Northeskjn consequence of ill health, resigned his command, and 
i%fta;irncd to Kiigland in the Dreadnought, accompanied by the Britannia, 
axur^roe of the prizes, and reached Portsmouth 16tfi Slay 180(5. 

A pStmotion taking place 28th April 1808, Lord Northesk became 
a Vice-Admiral ; and on*the 4th June 1814, an Admiral. 

In 1815 the Order of the Bath was remodelled and divided into 
three classes, when*flie Earl of Northesk was placed in the first, and 
became G.C.B. * " 

In consequence of the death of Admiral Sir William Young, Admiral 
Sir James Saumarez was appointed Vice-Admiral of Great Britain; and 
at the same time, 21st Nov. 1821, the Earl of Northesk was appointed 
Rear-Admiral of Great Britain in the room of Sir James Saumarez. 

In May 1827, Lord Northesk was appointed Communder-in-Chief 
at Plymouth, where his Lordship remainen until 1830, when the period 
allowed for the command expired, and which was the last he held. 

Lord Northesk had been for some years afflicted with asthma, but 
no serious apjxrehensions of his sudden dissolution were entertained. 
This event, by which the Navy has lost a bright ornament, the nation 
one of its brave defenders, and the family one of the best of parents,-— 
took place on the 28th of May, at his Lordship's* residence in Albc- 
inarle-strect, after an illness of three days, which was considered so 
slight by his Lordship, that he had intended to have been present at 
the drawing-room of Her Majesty, to celebrate His ]\Iaje8ty*s birth- 
day on the morning of which he became a corpse. 

The funeral of this brave and distinguished nobleman took place in 
8t. Paul's Cathedral, 8th of June, in which sacred edihq.^ repose the 
ashes of Nelson and Collingwood, who shared with Lord Northesk the 
laurels won at Trafalgar. The funeral was strictly private, and 
attended by the relatives and fridiids of his Lordship. In room of the 
pall which usually covers the coffln on similar occasions, was substitut- 
ed the English flag supported, as pall-bearers, by Vice-Admiral Sir 
Richard iting, Bart. K.C.B., Vice-Admiral Sir William Hotham, 
K.C.B., Rear-Admiral Walker, C.B.,lIef.r- Admiral Rodd, C.B., Rear- 
Admiral Sir Thomas JMastermau Hardy, Bart.K.C.B., and Rear-Admi- 
ral William Parker, C.B. 

The late Earl of Northesk married 1789, JMary, daughter of Wil- 
liam II. Ricketts, Esq. hy Mary, sister of the lute Earl, and mother of 
the present Viscount St. Vincent, hy whom ,he had issue George Lord 
Rosehill, who wsfs lost on board the Blenheim, where he was Midship- 
man, ill 1807^ when thaf ship foundered in the East Indies, having on 
board the flag of Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Troubridge ; and William 
Hopetouii, now the Earl of Northesk, and several other elmdren, one 
of whom is Midshipman on board the St. Vincent, with Vice-Admiral 
Sir Henry Hotham, in the Mediterranean. 

^ The late Eurl^of Northesk sat in several Parliaments as one of the 
Sixteen Representative Peers of Scotland, in which part of the United 
Kingdom is situated one of the family residences, Ethie House, 
Forfarshire; tlie other residence iis Rosehill House, near Winchester. 
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REMARKS ON THE COMPARATIVE SERVICES AND REWARDS 
OF THE SEVERAL BRANCHES OF THE ARMY. 

If the maxim be a sound and a just one^ (which I believe few will 
be found bold enoiich to deny) ** that he who toils the hardest^ ^nd 
performs the mo^t arduous work, should receive the highest wap^^V* it 
may very reasonably be inquired, why the same principle sh^^^dld not 
apply equally to the military profession as elsewhere. 1 ha[^e served 
long enough in the field to know, that an army cannot be complete 
without % due portion of cavalry, infantry, artillery, engineers, sappers, 
and miners, ponton train, ^c.* and am fully aware therefore of the 
merits and utility of each respective brapeh ; and 1 well know also 
that in most cases, they arc so far dependant on each other, as to be 
literally helpless when separate. The infantry nftiy, indeed, be in 
some measure excepted ; for it is the only arm that can move, act, 
and fight on emergency alone, in every description of country, un- 
aided and unsupported by the other branches. I am always happy to 
hear that any accession of good fortune has fallen to the lot of my 
fellow-soldiers, be they of the ordnance, infantrv> or cavalry ; and 
having said thus much, 1 trust I shall be acquitted of entertaining any 
thing like feelings of jealousy, if 1 confess that I have been nuzzled and 
put to my wits’ end to know, in the first place, whtf and miti what xhotv 
of justice, the pay of the infantrj^ should be inferior to that of the 
cavalry, engineers, and artillery ; and secondly, why both cavalry and 
infantry should not enjoy the same boon which lias been [granted to the 
two ordnance corps ? 1 allude to the rank of Major having been dis- 

continued. In short, when a captain either of cavalry or infantry is 
promoted, why he should not jump over the rank of Major, and become 
a Lieutenant-Colonel, as is the case in the engineers and artillery ? 
It is almost needless to observe, that many a good and experienced old 
soldier holds on by the rank of Major, (in the infantry particularly) 
perhaps eight, ten, or a dozen years, from not having to purchase 
a Lieutenant Colonelcy, or not possessing interest sufficiently strong to 
push him forward to that rank. In the interim, many Captains of the 
two ordnance corps are promoted ; and in one day they spring from 
the rank of Captain to that pf Lieutenant Colonel, thereby distancing 
the Majors of cavalry and infantry by inany years. I would ask, is 
this fair play ? Now, as the infantry labour under the first and second 
of these disadvantages, and the cayalry under the second, I propose 
giving a sketch (and it shall bo an impartial one) of the comparative 
services and employment of each branch in the colonies and in the 
field, whereby the candid and unprejudiced will be, able to judge on 
whom most of the hard blows generally fall, and by whom the drudgery 
of the service is chiefly performed. 

First t^ien as to service in the colonies. It is not the fashion to send 
the artillery or engineers to our Fast India possessions ; but, with that 
exception, they are liable, I presume, to serve in any part of the globe. 
West India service, happily for the cavalry, does not fall to their lot, 
nor indeed, except wlien an army takes the field in Europe, or a small 
force of dismounted dragiions accompanies an expedition to a distant 
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part of the world, (Egypt, or Buenos Ayres for instance,) are our 
cavalry regiments ever stationed out of the United Kingdom. Four 
regiments of light dragoons do duty in tlie East Indies ; bul^, as I have 
already said, our cavalry know the West Indies, (that grave of my- 
riads,) 0 }dif b}f namcy or by a glance of the eye at a map of those pes- 
tilential islands. The British infantry is dispersed over every part of 
the globe, being exempt from no one station whatever, ^ood, bad, or 
indtli^ent ; and it lias so few reliefs at home, that a, regiment wliicli 
has befo grilled and roasted upwards of twenty years in Madras, 
Bombay/^ Bengal, mnst,^as a matter of course, at the expiration of 
three or four years spent in Ireland, between recruiting and still liuiit- 
ing, prepare to cross l:he Atlantic, and either freeze fur a do 2 ^^n years 
111 the inhospitable regions of Canada,, or broil thb remnant of their 
livers in some rascally, obscure, sugar island. 

As far then as regards our colonies, it appears that the cavalry do 
not serve in the West Indies, nor the engineers and artillery in the 
East, and that the infantry arc dispatched, /xr villainously bad and 
leaky transports, to every hole, creek and corner, where John Bull has 
possessions. 

Let us now take the./rVW, and see how the different arms are there 
cm])]oyed. Perhaps the campaigns of 1(108, 1800, 1810, 1811, 1812, 
1813, and 1814 in the Peninsula and the South of France, and that of 
1815 in the Netherlands, will he admitted as a tolerably fiir criterion 
by which to judge of tlie duties that each separate branch of an army 
in the field is likely to be culled on to ])erforni. 

Sieges shall first be considered. Here the engineer department 
comes particularly into play, and it has no sinecure either. FVoin the 
very commencement of operations against a fortress until it is about to 
he stormed by the breaches or oscaladed, the engineer has ample em- 
ployment ; he is much exposed to the enemy's fire, and has his full 
share of the constant fatigues and dangers inseparable from all sieges ; 
and, to this may he added, a great responsibility and anxietfy. 

Until the trenches are tolerably well completed, and the period has 
arrived for constructing the batteries, and bringing up the battering 
train, the artillery (having no positive business in the trenches, that I 
am aware of,) is unmolested by the unceasing discharge of shot and 
shells from the besieged ; of which the covering and working parties 
of infantry, and the engineers, have tl^^ exclusive benefit. But, from 
the moment the process of ^roiistructing ^batteries cimimences, and of 
bringing the heavy guns into the trenches, the artillery is especially 
pounded with shot and shells ; insomuch as the besieged rarely fail to 
concentrate as he^vy a fire as they possibly can, on the besiegers^ bat* 
ieries. The walls once breached, and every thing ready for the assault, 
the labours of the artillery and engineers may he considered as nearly 
concluded ; for it is unnecessary to observe that the work of penetrating 
the deadly breach is not allotted to them ; except indeed that an officer 
of engineers sometimes accompanies the storming party to \point out 
the breaches. 

Next then, as to the duties and employment of cavalry in sieges. 
As they neither dig the trenches, assist to construct batteries, nor are 
employed in storming, they do not share in the labours, fatigues, and 
dangers attendant on such operations. A few squadron. , x»erliaps, re- 
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main encamped, out of reach of the lire from the walls, ready to succour 

the covering and working parties, in the event of tiieir being pressed 
hack by stirtks, wherein the enemy’s cavalry sometimes accompany 
their infantry. They post a few videttes, and patrole occasionally in 
different directions ; but their proper and more usual post is with that 
part of the army which covers the besieging force ; and, unless that 
covering army is attacked, the broken heads amongst the cavalry will pc- 
cessarily be but, few: — ^in such sieges at least us those in which I'had 
the honour to serve, viz. Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz. 

I may observe also that neither at Burgos.nor San Sebast'-jfh did our 
cavalry sustain any loss worth mentioning. It is true, that in cover- 
ing the retreat of the army from Burgos to Salamafica, the cavalry had 
no idle time of it ; }'et, that ,must not be confounded with the opera- 
tions of the siege of Burgos. Infantry may be termed the sheet anchor 
in sieges. They break ground under the hre of the place, they dig 
the trenches, assist at constructing the batteries, add in carrying am- 
munition into them when completed, and they lend a hand at placing 
the heavy guns in battery. 

On them devolves not only the various duties of working parties, but 
they furnish also numerous advanced parties in front of the trenches ; 
ay, even to the foot of the walls, where, exposed hour after hour to an 
unremitting fire of musketry, grape, shells, &c. they are the first to 
grapple with sorties, which may constantly be reckoned on both by day 
and night. Lastly, when the walls are breached, to the infantry alone 
is confided the honourable but blotMly duty of taking the hull hjj the 
horns, and of forcing an entrance into the works, through a murderous 
fire of musketry, grape, and hand-grenades. 

During the campaigns of lllOU, 1301), and 1310, in the Peninsula, 
the British army carried on no sieges ; our first essay of the kind lieing 
against Badajoz in 1811. 1 state this, solely with the view of showing 

(as I set out by declaring I would endeavour to do with strict impar- 
tiality,) ih^^legrce of hard work wliich may be generally considered as 
likely to fall to the lot of each separate branch, taking one camjiaigzi 
with another. Impartial ])erson.s must admit, that, as previously to 
the fourth campaign in the Peninsula no siege was undertaken by us, 
the engineers were not, as a matter of course, called inueh into action. 
Their zeal and activity, and the ability displayed by them in directing 
the construction of those w'orksdu the lines of Torres Vedras, wliich 
our consummate chief first projected, are too ^vell known to need any 
eulogy from so humble a pen as mine. Their perseverance, gallantry, 
and unremitting zeal, in all the sieges in Spain, have, moreover, been 
the themd of admiration. • 

Having compared notes between the duties and services of all par- 
ties, both in the colonies and at sieges, let us next spe how they each 
fare when an army either advances or retreats^ when the many harass- 
ing duties of the outposts are to be performed ; and, finally, when the 
business h wound up with a general engagement. I commence with 
the cavalry. 

Whenever the features of the country will admit of their acting, the 
most advanced posts are entrusted to them. They form the advance 
guards in forward movements, and rear guards in retrograde ones; 
and when at length the army is drawn emt to give or accept battle, the 
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cavalrf are usually held in reservej to charge linesi coluin]^> or squares 

of infantry, or bodies of ca^ry, as opportunities for their acting may 
oflfer. It must be apparent enough to every man who has served in 
the field, that the cavalry, especially the hussars and light dragoons, 
are always on the qui vive^ and that they are much harassed in guard- 
ii^ from surprise thousands of their comrades who repose in camp or 
biwniac, relying on the activity and alertness of those in their front. 
TlieU^ities of light infantry are much on a par with those of the light 
cavalryS^he former being at hand, (although it often happens other- 
wise,) to Support the latter, and generally intermixed with them in 
outpost duties of all hinds, advance and rear-guards, &c. &c. &c. 

It would consequently be absurd to deny, that on the lighV; cavalry 
and light infantry devolve the most arduous, "active, and trying parts 
of campaigning, when two armies are put in motion, when they com- 
mence manceuvring, and when they approach each other with a view 
of giving battle. The particular nature of the duties allotted to the 
light troops, bringing on an infinity of skirmishes that count farnothing 
in the Gazette^ but in which many a good fellow gets a broken head, 
and is never mentioned or thought of after, because ajfatrs of posts, 
(as they are styled by those rearward,) do not come under th^ liead of 
general actions. Let it not be forgotten that in general engagements 
also the light troops take a very prominent part ; and those who fancy, 
(as 1 have known some theorists declare,) that as soon as an army has 
concentrated, taken up its position, and oflTered battle to its antago- 
nist, the business of the light troops has principally ceased, betray a 
woeful ignorance of the actual state of affairs in such cases. 

Infantry of the line on many occasions during a campaign, are 
obliged to take a proportion of outpost duty, and they must unavoid- 
ably do so when an army occupies an extended line of position, and 
when each division is pushed forward near its enemy, as was the case 
with most of ours in the Pyrenees in 1813. The same observation is 
applicable to heavy cavalry, which is very commonly necessitated also 
to take a share of outpost duty. 

That by far the greater portion of hammering, milling, and down^ 
right harajighting, has fallen on the shoulders of the infantry in every 
action fought by the British army for the last thirty years, the follow- 
ing battles will fully attest: — ^Alexandria, Maida, Roli 9 a, Vimiera, 
Corunna, the passage of thp Duuro, Tal^yera, Gen. Crawford's action 
on the Coa in 1810, Busacco, the various actions during Massena’s re- 
treat out of Portugal, terminating with that at Sabugal, Barossa, 
Fuentes d'Onore, Albuera, the surprise of Oen. Gerard's division by 
Lord Hill, Salamanca, Vittoria, the various battles in the ^Pyrenees, 
the passage of the Bidassoa, and the storming of the entrenched posi- 
tion in the pass •of Vera in October 181% Nivelle, Nive, Orthes, 
Tarbes, Toulouse, Quatrt* Bras, and Waterloo. 

I must not omit to mention the thousands of infentry that jperished 
at the sieges of Rodrigo, of Badajoz, at the fortified convent in Sala- 
manca, a short time previous to that memorable battle, at the assault 
of the forts of Almarez, at the defence of Tarifa, at Burgos, at San 
Sebastian, and at the blockade of and sortie from Bayonne. If those 
are not conclusive, I have no farther proofis to adduce in support of my 
creed. • 
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Let '^me not be misunderstood as wishing to insinuate that the 
cavalry^ artillery, and engineers, did not take an extremely active part 
in many of those operations ; but the best proof, perhaps, to those who 
may be disposed to doubt the accuracy of my statement, will be a re- 
ference to the returns of killed and wounded in all the above-men-* 
tioned engagements, and the numerical strength of each arm in the 
held at the time. The hardships, privations, and dangers of cam- 
paigning, must iKit be considered as consisting only in fighting- one, 
two, or more battles in a year, but in the unceasing nightly ]^^tching, 
and the consequent want of rest, which falls so particularly on the 
cavalry and infantry ; 1 repeat that those harassing duties devolve ex- 
clusively on them, » because neither artillery nor engineer, strictly 
speaking, ever take any shsflre^of the ven/ advanced posts. Indeedf, 
from the nature of their service they cannot possibly be supposed to do 
so. At the conclusion of a march, the guns are parked, the horses 
picketed, and the gunners encamped for the night ; the whole well 
guarded by posts of cavalry and infantry far advanced in their front. 

I served many years with a part of the army to which a troop of 
horse artillery was attached, and had, therefore, innumerable opportu- 
nities of knowing, that even horse artillery belonging to an aclvanced 
corps, have comparatively an easy time of it. Sometimes a couple of 
guns are sent forw'ard with a squadron or two of cavalry, or with some 
companies of infantry, when it is intended that the picquets should 
make a stand at a bridge, ford, or defile ; but even in such cases, the 
guns are necessarily covered and protected by ])arties of cavalry or in- 
fantry ill front, and the artillery man can, therefore, repose for the 
night, whilst the light troops keep a sharp look-out for their safety. If 
this is the case with light artillery y how much more so must it be with 
brigades of heavy guns in the rear ! 

Let me ask my old horse artillery friends with whom I served in 
the last war^ if any of them are still in the land of the living, whether 
(independent of being exempt from the multiplicity of pickets and 
other outpost duties, and from the eternal skirmishing which, either in 
advancing or in retreat, occupied the time and attention of the cavalry 
and infantry from year's end to year's end,) they had not at all times 
and in every situation in which it was possible for the army to be 
placed, the advantage of transporting with them, inside or outside the 
carriages belonging to the guni, certain little comforts and conve- 
niences for man and horse which the cavalry and infantry very fre- 
quently indeed wanted for days together, when the proximity of the 
hostile armies rendered it' necessary to send a^vay the baggage to the 
rear, whereby the ofBccrs, of infantry in particular,* having nothing 
with them, except what they stood upright in, were, not uufrequently, 
prevented from having access to razor, comb, clean liifen, &c. &c. for a 
week at u time; nor did they know the taste* during that period, of 
any thing but a short allowance of mouldy ship biscuit, or half rations 
of tough lean beef, grilled on the lid of a soldier's tin kettle ? 

I am not ignorant of the fact, that it is contrari/ to the strict letter of 
the law to affix one iota of private baggage to the gun-carriages ; yet I 
am inclined to believe that many crimes and offences of a feir more 
heinous nature go eVery day unpunished than that of transporting 
with the field-pieces a small portmanteau, a bell-tent, a few feeds of 
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corn for a liorse, a loaf or two of breads witie^ spirits^ cigars^ a bullock's 
Leart or the kidneys of the said animah and other odds and ends, such 
as were occasionally to be picked up in a bivouac. ^ 

To the unsophisticated and inexperienced soldier, these may appear 
" trifles light as air ;** but he may take my word for it, that in cold, 
dreary, wet, comfortless bivouacs, during a succession of severe cam- 
paigns, such trifles** are of incredible value, and are the very best 
preventives against agues, fevers, and other devilments of the kind. I 
believV^hc British artillery to be unrivalled ; and, if 1 add, that no 
man holoit it in higher admiration and respect than myself, 1 state my 
real, genuine and unfeigned sentiments. I have served with it in the 
Colonies, in the fleM; and at sieges, and 1 ought therefore to'oe able to 
appreciate its excellence. i. 

Some apology is due, perhaps, to the members of that distinguished 
corps, in common with those of the engineers, cavalry and infantry, for 
the unceremonious manner in which I have discussed the particular 
nature of their respective services. As long as the present system of 
European warfare continues in fashion, 1 feel thoroughly convinced 
that the drudgery of all armies during campaigns, must inevitably fall 
on the cavalry and infantry ; and more especially on the latter ^ inas- 
much as they take a prominent part in sieges as well as in all otlier 
field operations. That the British infantry also has no sinecure in 
colonial duties, I think 1 have proved beyond a doubt. Like the 
artillery, the engineer department is exem]>t from pickets, guards, 
foraging parties, skirmishes, advance and rear-guards, and a hundred 
other trying and wciuisomc duties which fall on the cavalry and 
infantry. True it is, that in sieges the eiigiiicor has enough to do. 
If a pontoon bridge is to be established, if field-works are to he thrown 
up to strengthen a position, if bridges are to be broken down to secure 
the retreat of aii army, or if they are to be repaired in pursuit of a 
beaten enemy, the engineer takes an active part. Let it nevertheless 
not be forgotten that all and every part of such duties* /i/v aclually 
carried into effect by the htfanlry, untler the fire of the enemy or not, 
as it may happen. 

The officers of engineers are distributed to tiie different divisions of 
an army,, and some of tliem remain at head-quarters. Whether at- 
tached to one or the other, even the engineer subaltern rides a good 
liorse, he frequently partakes of thcf gqod cheer at the table of his 
division general, and, in nineteen cases out of twenty, he turns into 
some sort of habitation with a roof on it, and enjoys a good night’s 
repose, at a time when the cavalry and infantry are employed fyr in front 
carefully watching an experienced and enterprising enemy. 

Finally, in most cases, (sieges always excepted,} the engineer accom- 
panies tile staff ef the army, on which depairtment, the whole military 
world well knows, tlie loaves and fishes have always been poured forth 
in the greatest possible abundance. 

1 have endeavoured to compare with impartiality the general calling 
(if 1 may use the term) of all branches, from the first moment a youtii 
leaves his mother’s apron-strings, and becomes a soldier of cavalry, 
infantry, or of the two ordnance corps. 1 have ever been of opinion, 
tliat the infantry, which is the ruain stay, the bulwark of armies, should 



UNITED SERVICE RECREATIONS AT PORTSMOUTH. 

at least enjoy the same advantages as their brother soldiers of the 
cavalry, artillery, and engineers ; nor can I conceive that any uuprc< 
judiced person will think my notions on the subject outrageous, un- 
reasonable, nr unjust. 

It has been argued, that the price of commissions in the cavalry is 
higher than that of the infantry ; and that, therefore, the pay ought to 
be better. Be it so ; but the knife will cut both ways. The oHicers 
of the two Ordnance corps obtain their commissions without paying a 
fraction for them ; yet, their pay is likewisip higher than the ip^antry. 
Perhaps we shall be told that being scienlijia corps is a ^^sufficient 
reason for it. I siiould, nevertheless, be glad to know, whether the 
expense of educating cadets at Woolwich is defrayed from their own 
pockets ? If not, thb argument^is futile. 

Frederick the Great of Prussia, if certain authors have not belied 
him, not only paid his infantry quite as high ns any other branch, but 
they, moreover, took precedence of all other arms. • Now, I will con- 
fess, that old Frederick's opinion on such matters weighs quite as for* 
cibly with me as that of any human being who ever commanded an 
army. I will now conclude, Mr. Editor, by assuring you and your 
readers, lest I should be accused of being actuated by self-interested 
motives, that whether the British infiintry remains until doomsday on 
the same footing as at present, it cannot affect me directly or indi- 
rectly. I have passed tlie rank of major many, many long years; 
and, whetlier the pay of the infantry be increased or whether it re- 
main in slain quo, my income will neither be diminished nor increased. 

An Old SoiaiiEK. 


UNITED SERVICE RECREATIONS AT PORTSMOUTH. 

The Naval and Military Officers stationed at Portsmouth, have commenced 
their cricket meetings with great spirit. W e ffnd that the ladies residing 
in that neighbourhood have subscribed for a bat to be presented to the 
Member of the Garrison Cricket Club who can make the greatest number 
of runs during the next three months ; and many are the speculations as to 
who will be ihe successful candidate. The following epigram from the pen 
of Miss L. H. Sheridan, was made on the occasion. ^ 

DAT, OE BALI.. 

, 1 'm told the Portsmouth ladies fair'' inteml 

Their aid towards tlie cricket*club to lend : « 

Who at this sport most notches can achieve, 

A Bat from th^iso fair ladies shall receive. , 

As 'tis a game for gentlemen to play, 

A Bat may suit their fancies, I dare say ; 

But were voe ladies players, one and all, 

I can assure you, we'd prefer a Ball! 
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THOUGHTS ON THE SYSTEMATIC PRACTICE OP 
NAVAIi MANCEUVRES. 

A wAEM feeling of interest for the welfare of the Navy^ has led the 
writer to view with satisfaction the introduction of many changes 
tending to that cud, but a long absence from active service, and a resi- 
dence at a distance from the naval arsenals, has deprived him of that 
minufl^cquaintance with its actual state, with respect to some parti- 
culars, is enjoyed b^y those who are placed in opposite circum- 
stances: hence it would* aiford him gratiheation to learn that the 
assumption on which the following remarks are founded is erroneous. 

It has occurred to him, that of thp various branches of naval sci- 
ence that are likely to be neglected during a long peace, one of the 
most important is that which teaches the art of conducting and ma- 
lueuvring fleets ; and his fear that it does not at present receive proper 
notice, arises chiefly from recollecting, tliut it was not ])ractised to the 
extent that in his humble opinion it ought to have been in the two 
fleets he served in during the lust war, and they were ])rincipal ones. 
This averment affords fiiir grounds for the inference, that it is not now 
cultivated so much as the actual circumstances of the service will per- 
mit ; thus forming an exception to the praisewortliy ardour w'ith which 
most other kinds of nautical knowledge are pursued. Although it was 
mostly his good fortune to serve under captains who were not regardless 
of the instruction of the midshipmen, he does not remember a solitary 
instance of the attention of the latter having been ])articularly directed, 
either to the theory of manoeuvring as contained in the now exploded 
Signal Book, (the only oflicial authority of that period ;) or to its prac- 
tice, which never extended beyond the ordinary evolutions, that were 
required to preserve the bearing of Cape Sicie, noith-west. Never- 
theless, a practical knowledge of this art can be acquired only by ser- 
vice in fleets, and even there the chance of the young :tad too often 
thoughtless midshipmen being led to its study, has been shown to be 
extremely doubtful. To past neglect, therefore, of remedial measures, 
is to be attributed the fact, that it is not uncommon to hear oflicers of 
respectable professional attainments freely acknowledge their igno- 
rance of this department of their calling. VVith reference to the pro- 
bability of disasters arising tlierefromj,it wei^ .of small account perhaps, 
Jf this ignorance was confined to the junior ^^ades of the service: as 
one proof, however, among several that could be cited, that this is not 
the case, the writer lias been informed by an officer who was present 
upon the occasij^n, that within a** few years, the subject having been 
incidentally started at a commander-in-chief 's table, a captain of many 
years standing declared his ignorance of it ^without, however, seeming 
to esteem it lighdy, as a,,clo2UC for what he might, under other circum- 
stances, have felt ashamed of, but rather iii a tone of regret that he 
had never served in a fleet : the blunt condour which induced such a 
confession may be taken as a gage of its sincerity. Had the death of 
the Admiral devolved the command of the station upon this officer, 
there is ample reason to suppose that the honour of the flag would 
have been in safe keeping, so far as the defence and scamaiilike handling 
of his ship w^ere concerned, (main points, it is readily admitt^) ; but 
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if a su<}den declaration of war had sent un enemy’s force to oppose 
him, commanded by a Suffrehiy the writer cannot hut imitate the can- 
dour he has lauded, by expressinf^r his opinion that the above qualities, 
wliich would have shone with such lustre in relation to a single ship, 
might not alone have availed their possessor to lead a squadrbn or fleet 
to victory. 

During the last war, frequent instances occurred of commanders 
being placed in tl;Le temporary command of ships of the line attached 
to fleets, and it is very probable that some of those ofhcers had never 
before served in such ships. Pushing our surgnises a rcasouab^ degree 
farther, it might appear that some of them had never sailed in a ^fleet 
for a longer time than would suffice to exchange dispatches, and con- 
sequently, they could haVe np practical acquaintance with the duty 
of even a gib and staysail jack* Now the writer readily concedes, 
that frigates, sloops of war, &c. form the best school for the attainment 
of the essentials of seamanship, knowledge of foreigki seas, and other 
useful matter ; but he nevertheless considers the education of a naval 
officer incomplete whilst it lacks the branch of which he is treating. 
A collateral support of this opinion may be found in a memorial that 
was addressed to the Admiralty, by three highly distinguished Captains, 
(two of whom are Flag-officers,) who considered themselves aggrieved 
by the selection of a junior officer as Captain of the Fleet, upon the last 
Copenhagen expedition. Quoting from memory, one of the grounds 
<»f complaint was, that the officer in question had never commanded 
a ship tn line of bailie!** Notwithstanding he was pre-eminent for the 
depth and variety of his nautical knowledge, yet his presumed inex- 
perience in that branch upon which the above objection was founded, 
may have given rise to doubts of his competency to aid the Commander- 
in-chief in certain coiitiiigencies.f It would be useless to plead for 
the utility of the art, whether applied to purposes of attack or of de* 
fence, as this was most strikingly illustrated by Admiral Jervis, who, 
by a promptly -executed manoeuvre, defeated a very superior force 

* The couverse of the above statement was injurious both to tlie service and to 
individuals. There are lieutenants, who from want of interest, or from the mis- 
taken judgment of their friends, served their whole midshipman’s time in three- 
deckers, that were chiefly stationed off Brest or Toulon, and never visited any 
other foreign ports than Gibraltar or Mahon. The Queen, 08, was actually out m 
port for twenty* two months, .jmd for n^lst of that time she was off Cadiz, probably 
a unique fact in maritime recMs. *lu such ships, some iff the inids, from the force . 
of habit, ceased to desire more active employment, and all of them must have re- 
mained practically ignorant of certain duties incident to their profession. A greater 
number served all this important period in ^wo-deckers, which are certainly a pre- 
ferable class of ships to the others. It may be questioned, however, if a longer term 
than three years can be served in a sliip of any particular class, and produce cor- 
responding advantages in the j^ormation of professional dianmter : unless the ek^ve 
should have the good fortune to be placed with one of those orliainciits of the pro- 
fession, who combines the prij|ciples and manners of*a gentleman, with the liest 
qualities of an officer ; let him abide in such tutelage as long as possible, for the 
happy union here described, although less rare than formerly, is not and never will 
be very common. In general, therefore, a change of both ships and captains, and 
between several classes of tlie former, appears most desirable. The peace custom of 
keeping ships in commission for the term of three years only^ commonly effects this 
change ; but a long war may lead to a recurrence of the evil deprecated, unless it 
should ^ officially prevented. 

f See the Naval Chronicle of 1807 w 1808, fer this memiVnal. 
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and by Admiral Cornwallis, who by an equally iadidoua diapooition of 

• his,<^uadTclii of isOven sail^ l(i|iled^thirt'y sail of tne enemy, and* secured 
a place for his name in naVal* annals, Wliich the gratitude ;of -his coun- 
try did little to emblazon : for no sea oflicer of this age, ba^ed by suOh 
vanoiis, distinguished, and long services, evex received such a snollow 
ixkeed of reward, and from a. people too, whose liberality to their public 
servants is munificent. The assumed neglect which forms the subject 
of these observations, may be referred to the circuiy stance of the. me- 
thod of close quarters having been so succeshfully acted upon in the 
two lasNvars, and if they could always be resorted to at the will of 
either of the hostile parties, there would be little need of manoeuvring ; 
but as ^h meetings must principally depend upon a receprocity of 
desire ai^ of interest, which seldom eyis^s, it^beedmes advisable to cul- 
tivate the means that will give the option of leading to such an end 
when wished for. 

A cursory revidw of naval history seems to lead to u conclusion, that 
the modes of sea-fighting move in a kind of cycle : in the sea-fights of 
the 16th and 17th centuries, there was some very close work between 
ourselves and the Dutch : in some of the subsequent wars, distant can- 
nonading had its day : still more recently, and in our own time, close 
quarters have been revived ; and it is not difficult to imagine circuni- 
stance$ which may render the contrary practice the manifest policy of 
a fleet, and in such a case, to adopt it with effect, the commanders 
should be able to inadteuvre skilfully. ‘ Suppose two fleets of consider- 
able numerical inequality to meet, and that the inferior are greatly 
excelled in guiinety, this fleet would do well to eiigtige its opponent dis- 
tantly, for its success would thus be rendered more certain, and its loss 
in reaping it would be less than iii the contrary case. On the other band, 
it would be most, advantageous to the other fleet to close, in order to 
make up for its deficient gunnery, as its chances of^ success would vary 
inversely with the distance at which it might engage ; that is to say, 
at the nearest possible distance they would be greater than tat any other. 
The former part of this theory has been practically controverted by 
Nelson 'and by others, nevertheless it seems accordant witli reason, and 
among recent events derives support from the tactics practised by the 
enemy in the single actions of the American war. However, it may 
be observed, that there is not a strict analogy between the engagements 
of fleets, and those of single ships ; bpcausM^jlie latter, the ship thist 
is equal in force and sailing, and superioV jip^nnery to her adversary, 
will most likely subdue her : whereas, in the forUier case, it may be^in 
the power of a very inferior fleet, ^])osse.ssing the latter advantage, in the 
contmi^ncies of a shift of wind, or of a partial breeze, so to regulate 
its i^otions, as to attack a part of its disabled opponent's forces, with a 
di^aed advantage. An opinion uiifavour^le to manoeuvring is par- 
tially entertained, arisiw from the decisive results that attend^ Nel- 
son's battles; bqt^in order to dispel this ei^or, it is only necessary to 
consider the circumstances in which he found his advers^ies,— -these 
enabled him to dispense with the ample and matured resources exm- 
nected with this subject, with which it is well known his mind was 
stored ; in two instances the enemy were at anchor, and in the last and 
'^crowning act" of his glorious caireer, confiding in their superior num- 
bers, they showed no wish to .retreat* The naval event-*; of the two 
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lost war^i tlierefiorey du uvt depr^iate , arfti but tboe« of previous 
ones a&ord abundant testimony; that an enemy who, was skilful in. 
iDancsawin||r> has often postponed the 4^1hiiiiencement of, or avoided a 
battle altogether. 

^ Bievetting to the present ^period^ it iahc^ed that the circumstance of 
the comparatively large peace establishment of ships of tlie b*ne recently 
stationed ia the Mediterranean^ has afforded opportunities in reference 
to this matter^ that have not passed unheeded: and in justification 
of the individuals* who ore alluded to in the former part of this paper/ 
it may be urged, that from whatever cause, and to whatever extent 
the uUeged ignorance may prevail, it is really less imputable to them 
as a fault! than to the absence of an initiatory system of instruction in 
periodical operation/ and* easijly ^available to the wants of the .service. 
The recent revival of the Rodney and Clerk controversy, having ex- 
cited an unusual interest, renders the present an appropriate juncture 
for originating such a system. Through this inedittm, the principles 
and miniature practice of naval mancinivres might be imparted me- 
thodically to young odicers, whose minds would thus become so deo])ly 
imbued with this kind of knowledge, us to place its (at least) partial 
retention in the memory beyond the oblivion to which half pay con- 
demns so much useful professional acquirement. That some of the 
active-minded officers, wtiopi the peace has placed in this vegetating 
position, would readily embrace tha^proposed means of instruction, may 
be inferred from the tacts^ that the prescribed luftnber of pupils in the 
Senior Department of the' Naval College continues cfomplete ; and also 
from similar alacrity having been shown with respect to the gunnery 
instruction on board the Excellent. It is suggested therefore, that at 
Portsmouth, Plymouth, and Shcerness, naval ■ manceuvres should be 
taught at appointed periods of the year. By ofiicers selected for. their 
competency, and attached to the respective flag-ships at those ports. 
For this purpose, not fewer than twenty of the finest boats of the ships 
in port, should be assembled under the above superiutciidance, and 
should proceed to practise,, the evolutions that are necessary for the 
guidance of and preservation of order in fleets,— these are few and 
simple. The French, who were the first people in modern history^ 
that reduced this art into a connected form, have swelled their books- 
with a variety of manceuvres, some of which arc more ingenious than 
useful, except as mentd^i^Pfisreisns, which tend to create, a quick con- 
ception of resouiee ill aitt^^s of difficulty. Every oflicer^.of what- 
ever rank, who had charge of a boat, should in his turn lead a line 
mid direct the proceedings. As combined movements of this nature 
are siihplified in their execution by uniformity of size, and of rate of 
motion in their elementary parts, it might be advantageous to employ 
the bobts of the Ordinary -fur this purpose : as they ^ire of the sateie 
size and rig, there is probably a greater equality in their saib’ng than 
in that of 'the boats of commissioned ships, and betides they work 
quicker and with greater certainty than the latter, which aire various 
iu both these partmulars: being, Jiowever, for the most^part lug-ngged, 
and consequently in tacking, unless their sails are dipped very smartly, 
they are more likely than any others to miss stays, and* to gather 
stemway, an accident -that in the exercises might create contusion, 
it would be a more advantageous employment for these bokts, to appro- 
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priate them fur this use^ solely to the half-pay officers^,, who should be 
directed to repair on board the depot ship to take charge of them. 
Officers who reside at the uhove ports^ and keep sailing-lmats^ should 
be invited to join the exercises in them. Upon foreign stations the 
same end may be attained whenever a suffident number of ships meet 
in port, and their other duties will permit. The expense of executing 
this project would be limited to the supply of a few copies of printed 
m'anoenvring instructions, diagrams, and signals: and some sets of 
boats, dags, and pendants, besides a little more wear and tear of the 
boats. ^ 

The harbours above mentioned, and the anchorages in their imme- 
diate vicinities, include such a variety of hydrographical features, ns 
would enable the little lieets not only to ])ractise every description of 
manoeuvre, but also to repeat and elucidate all those that ore cele- 
brated in naval history. An interesting employment would thus be 
supplied for the young officers of guardships and others, that would 
usefully occupy some portion of the time that is now too often wasted, 
and a mundation might be thus laid for future individual distinction, 
resulting from the performance of eminent national services. 

Since the foregoing observations wore written, the guard-ships have 
been assembled, and report states, for the purpose of sailing upon a 
cruise of evolution : if this should prove correct, the measure seems to 
recognise the policy of giving the peace-formed officers some practice in 
that part of their duty ; and the writer would finally remark, with a 
feeling of sincere respect for the officers who coinraatiJ the ships of the 
squadron, that the cruise may not prove valueless to them either, for 
a naval historian of Lord Howe's battle states, that some of the cap- 
tains, from having been long Unemployed, showed an ignorance of 
manoeuvring." 

PttOTKUS* 


THE EFFECTS OF 1NEXFEU1ENCE IN NAVAL AFFAIRS ON 
THE FART OF THE ARMY — WITH A REMEDY. 

TO TUB KING. 

SiiiB,— ‘As an officer of long standing 'tn your Majesty’s service, and 
having observed frequently in my humble services during the late war, 
where 1 felt, and witnessed in others, the awkwardness of a total igno- 
rance of naval affairs, with its con.sequcnt inconvenience and ill effects 
upon the army generally, 1 am induced to call the circumstance- to 
your Majesty’s notice, and at the same timer most humbly to point out 
a remedy. 

Plefe I beg .leave to remark, that in giving army officers a know- 
ledge of naval 'iiffairs, I do not mean that they should in any respect 
infringe upon, of psurp the naval officers’ profession, which should, and 
must be, held whole and entire.. I should qualify the expression 
ignorance' of naval affairs," and rather 'term it a want of knowing 
how to act promptly with the nSvy." My object ivill better appear 
when I remind your Majesty of the helpless state of our battalions 
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iliiring and after a disembarkation^ and the danger of such a state of 
things in the vicinity of an enemy ; all owing to the want of practical 
experience in the officers^ not one of whom^ perliaps^ in iifty, ever 
served with a floating armament ; even held oflicers^ commanding 
regiments^ not knowing bow to place their own persons in a boat. 
Tills deficiency must be familiar to those who served on coast opera- 
tions in America^ more particularly at New Orleans, and in Holland, 
&c. See. See, 1 need not take any further pains to establish the truth 
of iny position ; the thing is notorious, and is acknowledged by all my 
military acquaintance. 

When it is recollected that our military operalions are almost 
always coinbiued, is it not evident that the army uflicers, or a portion 
of them, should be sO fur«acquainted with the sea and the sliip, as to he 
enabled to attend to their men, to the interior economy, and the several 
important duties connected with tlie arrangement of their battalions, 
instead of being, as has been seen loo frequently, sokdy occupied with 
their own persons and baggage, all owing to the helfuessiiess we feel 
when embarked on a new element ? 

To obviate this dangerous inconvenience is the object by which I am 
induced to offer these remarks, and for which purpose I beg leave most 
humbly to state to your JMajesty, that having lately visited (Chatham, 
1 there Avitnessed the combined duties of the troops of the line with 
those of the marines : there they take the duties of the garrison, and 
act together in brigade ; and there it at once occurred to me how easy 
it would be to invest the one branch of your Majesty's service with the 
practical experience of tlie otlicr, and that all this may be done with- 
out working any great change in long established systems, or of caus- 
ing the least occasion of jeglousy in the minds of the most tenacious 
for the honour of their several departments or branches of service, and 
without any other alterations than that of allowing an interchange 
of coininissioiLs hetAveen the army and marine othcers, as at present 
exists bctAvcvn tlic ofllcers of one regiment of the line and those of 
another. It is clear that this may be eflected without any other 
change whatever in tlie systems at the Admiralty or Horse Guards. 
It requires no change of private men, no change of disci])line, no giving 
up or change of authority in either department ; and as to the patron- 
age usual in the disposal or interchange of comniissions, a satisfactory 
arrangement may be mado witho^it difliciilty, to prevent any inconve- 
nience on that head. * 

It may not be iiecessarv or practicable tliat all oHicers slioiild serve 
at sea, but avIicu the field uflicer is called upon to consult Avith the 
naval conflnander, a tAvelve-inontli’s 'previous service at sea Avould in 
many cases enlighten and render him more capable of giving his opi- 
nion. Did the present severe duties of the army perniit, Iioav desirable 
would it be that a portion of intelligent mey Avere serving in your 
Majesty's ships, visiting other countries, and ])ractisiiig on a small scale 
measures so necessary to be acquainted Avith in time of war and arina- 
inents; such officers returning to the army, either by exchange or pro- 
motion^ would carry to their messes a fund of useful information, Avhich 
is. at present confined to a branch of the service, whose members have 
no inducement or opportunity of imparting it. Sire, much, very mucli 
more might be urgeef in favour of this measure, and I firmly beliei'C if 
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men would divest themselves of prejudice, no argument could be brought 
against it ; but your Majesty, who sJiows an equal regard for all branches 
your service, and who stands high above all prtjmlice, will best 
judge. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your ^lajesty’s most dutiful subject and servant,^ 


There cannot be a question of the deficient/ represented by 
** R. Y.,’' or of the propriety of remedying it. Without, however, 
pledging ourselves to the peculiar mode by which our correspondent 
proposes to obviate the alleged defect, we will add a suggestion it has 
been for some tiind our purpose to bring forward at more le&gtii — we 
mean the y)ropriety of making the regular Works and Harl)our of 
Portsmouth, uniting, as that place so eminently does, facilities of illus- 
trating hy praciicti^tlni combined or hostile operations both of the sea and 
land forces, a School of Instuuction for our Troops and Shipping. 

Instead of tJie trite and mechanical details usually prosecuted, with 
little proiit to the individual, in the barrack or upon the deck, why 
should not the corps, forming in succession the garrison of Portsmoiitli, 
be instructed, both othcers and men, in the names, nature, and uses of 
the various \Vorks which form the cnccinle of that solitary llritisli for- 
tress, and in the qualities and classes of its Ordnance ? The officers of 
Engineers and Artillery stationed there v/uuld, we should think, be too 
happy to be invested with so useful and honourable an occupation. 
How many officers and soldiers occupy and quit the Garrison of Ports- 
mouth, without knowing the denominations and jmrposos of its elaho> 
rate fortifications, or bestowing a thought upon the acquisition of an 
elementary knowledge of the first impurtufice to a s(ddier in the field ! 

The whole Army and Fleet in Commission might be successively 
passed tlirougfi a course of practical instruction and manoeuvres at this 
station,— each arm of the service gaining an insight into th^e moveim^nts 
and materiel of the other ; wdiile the detviils of professional knowledge 
might be fixed in their attention by sliam sieges and fights, landings, 
repulses, and various manoeuvres, in which the services might be com- 
bined or oppo.sed ; the effect of which would be to invest theory with 
the value and identity of experience, — to expand the views, profitably 
employ the time, and excite the einulatiop of the services, — results 
which would unquestionably tend to^hiainUiSn our seamen and soldiers 
in a fitter state to meet the exigencies of sudden war. 

The Naval ani> Militauy Linui^RV anj> Muskum, the defini- 
tive establishment of which we^ have the pleasure to record in our 
present Numbef, will, we have no doubt, offer inifiortaut and exten- 
sive facilities to tlie acquisition of that reciprocal knowledge indis- 
pensable to the 'Concert and efficiency of the United Services. As a 
repository of all mechahical contrivances and details of construction, 
employed in their various and respective operations, of plans, improve- 
ments, and suggestions too numerous for actual adoption, but tending 
to the grand object of perfecting each system ns it were by insensible 
links of practical ingenuity, this long-desired Institution, exclusive of 
other equally important advantages, will, we are convinced, prove of 
the highest utility. , 

We shall take another <»p]iortunity of recurring to tliis subject. — En. 
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ACTIONS OF THE BRITISH CAVALRY. 

XiiBRK appeared a few years ago in one of the Numbers of the 
Quarterly Ilcview, a paper in which the merits of the Hritish Cavalry 
A\’ere discussed^ as compared with that of foreign nations, and the light 
dragoons were freely censured for inefficiency at the battle of Water- 
h)o. Such sweeping criticisms, even in the pages of that able period- 
ical, are seldom very correct, and their impression is npt of a ])erinanent 
character ; but when in so admirable a ])rofe.ssioiial work as that of 
Colonel Napier, the same sentiments are njfheld, the case becomes 
ditfereiit, and it is but fair tliat such a sentence as the following in the 
work alluded to, should l)e duly investigated and put to the sure test 
of positive evidence and corre<?t detail of facts. 

Colonel Napier in liis Third Volume states, 

“ The result of one. hundred battles and the united testimony of impartial 
writers of different nations, have given the first pla^io among the European 
infantry to the Ilritish, hut, in a roinparistm between the troops of Franco 
and England, it would be un just not to admit that the cavalry of the former 
stands higher in the estimation of the world." 

No one will certainly dispute the justice of the first part of this 
sentence, but it remains to be seen by reference to facts, how far the 
latter part is correct. The cavalry of l^higlnnd have, it is true, had far 
fewer op[)ortiuiities of distinction than the iiifamtry, but it may be con- 
fidently asserted, that in nine cases out of ten, where opportunities 
have been afforded them, from the year 1703 to the battle of Waterloo, 
they have been successful. Let us ])roceed to the proof of this asser- 
tion by an inquiry into the results of most of the cavalry actions during 
the late war. To begin u itli the campaigns of Holland in 1793 and 4, 
what w’as the result of the attack of the French on the British camp 
at Cisoing? The Knniskillens and Kith light dragoons look so active 
and useful a yart in the ro])ulso of the enemy, that they were especially 
mentioned in the dispatch on that occasion, us having contributecl 
greatly by the s])irit of their attack to the success of the day. 

A short time afterwards we find a squadron of the Bays under Major 
Cranford attacking a picket of 150 infantry, of whom they made pri- 
soners 104, leaving the remainder dead upon the spot. 

Again at Lannoy, we hear of^ Lieiit.-Colonel (3iurchill with two 
scpiadrons charging a large' body of the enemy, nfid killing, wounding, 
or making prisoners 150 of their number. 

At Villiers en Conchies, two squadrons of the 15th light dragoons 
in conjunotion w'ith two Austrian stpiadrons, overthrew more than 
double their force of French cavalry, and driviijg them tack upon a line 
of infantry, also broke tbqni, and pursut'd the whole to the g*ates of 
Cambrai, where they found refuge from their victors with a loss of 
1200 men and three pieces of cannon: and, indeed, had it not been 
for a mistake by which the British supports were not sufficiently at 
hand, the success would have been even more signal and extraordinary. 

Such were the principal cavalry alfuirs of these campaigns, but m 
several more partial encounters the success of the British was equally 
remarkable. The next occasion, on w'hicli the British cavalry were 
employed upon the Continent, was the expedition to the Helder/ where 
the peculiar nature of that country prevented nn|ch use being made 
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of their services. One instance was^ however, even tlierc afforded 
them of displaying their superiority^ when Lord Paget and Colonel 
Ershine, at the* head of a detachment of the 15th light dragoons, re- 
captured two guns that had been seized by a much more numerous 
force of the French cavalry, which had advanced along the sea-side, 
and which they completely overthrew with considerable loss. We next 
come to the Peninsular war, and, in referring to the details of the va- 
rious cavalry actions, it will be the fairest way of pnoceeding, to quote 
as frequently as possible from Colonel Napier himself, and placing him 
in the witness-box, prove from his own evidence, the injustice of the 
comparison he has so deliberately drawn betw^cen the French and 
British cavalry. , ^ 

At the battle of Vimicro, Coloneb' Napier thus narrates the part 
taken by the small body of cavalry who were present at that victory. 

Colonel Taylor ^with the very few horsemen he commanded, (a squa- 
dron of 20th light dragoons,) rode fiercely among the confused and re- 
treating troops, and scattered them with great cxcciitiou.*' To this 
just tribute to the memory of that gallant officer, may be added the 
testimony of all who beheld his attack, that nothing could be more well- 
timed and daring: unfortunately, however, the ground was ill calcu- 
lated for cavalry, and this small body, led aw’uy by the ardour of pur- 
suit, became entangled in difficulties, and being under those trying 
circumstances, hcmtricd in and charged by a very superior force under 
Gen. Margaroii, their gallant leader was kill(*d, and the greater part 
of them destroyed, but not till they had produced an ofiect iipon the 
enemy greater than could have been expected from twice, their numbers. 

Ill the campaign in the north of Spain under Sir J. Moore, the con- 
duct of the cavalry whenever they 'were ^engaged, was marked by an 
energy and spirit .which has deservedly obtained the praise of all writers 
who have recorded that ])eriod of the war. The brilliant successes at 
Sahagiin, Mayorga, and Benevente, arc too well known to^rcqiiire much 
comment. On each of those occasions, the light cavalry, under Lord 
Paget, eminently distinguished themselves by the overthrow of supe- 
rior numbers of a cavalry which had hitherto in the continental wars 
been accustomed to a tide of unvaried success. After narrating the 
affair at Mayorga, Colonel Napier observes, “ This was a bold and 
hardy action, but the English cavalry had been engaged more or less 
for twelve successive* clays, and with such fortune and bravery that 
above 500 prisemers had fallen into their hands, and their leaders being 
excellent, tbeir confidence was unbounded.'" 

Wc now proceed to those campr.igns which took place undc^ that great 
chief, who raised the fame of the British soldier taa point far beyond 
whut it had ever attaini^d in the proudest days of our military gloi^. 

The first tim(^ in these campaigns that we find much notice of the 
cavalry is at the passage of the Douro, when Colonel Napier tells us, 
that— 

Gen. C. Stewart and Major Hervey, impatient of the inactivity of Gen. 
Murray, charged with two squadrons, and rode over tlie enemy’s rear-guard, 
as it was pushing through a narrow road, to gain an open space beyond. 
Laborde was unhorsed, Foy badly w'oundecl ; and on tlie ISnglisii side Major 
Hervey lost an ann; unci his gallant Iioi'senien, ivc^iving no support from 
Murray, were obliged to fight tlieir way back with loss.” , 
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At the battle of Talavera, the celebrated charge of the 23rd Light 
Dragoons^ haa been frequently quoted^ as an instance of the over nn- 
petuosity of the British cavalry ; an impetuosity which no doubt led 
tliat regiment to qlmost total destruction ; but, before we hastily con* 
demn the charge of the 23rd, let us appeal to Colonel Napier's own 
account, and the explanatory letter of Sir F. Poiisonby, published in 
the appendix of the 3rd volume, for the effect upon the general fea- 
tures of the action produced by the rashness of the 23rd ; and, if any 
farther proof be necessary, let us see what is said by Lord Wellington 
in his Dispatch. After slating that the cyiemy was collecting large 
masses for an attack upon the right, hfi mentions the cliarge of the 
23rd, atfd observesr-*^^ Although the 23rd Light Dragoons suffered 
considerable loss, tKeir Chargp had the effect of preventing the execution 
of that part of the cncmfs plan.*' Now, surely this is a plain .and 
strong testimony ; and it is but fair to weigh the advantage obtained, 
against the Ictsses by which it w'as purchased. Had the enemy been 
allowed time for organizing his meditated advance, and had his attack 
been repulsed by the British iiifautry on the left, though with far 
greater loss than what was experienced by the 23rd Light Dragoons, 
it would still have been considered a successful and glorious result. 
The «23rd are, therefore, fairly entitled to some degree of praise, 
for having completely disconcerted this most important attack, upon 
which no small consequences were evidently dependent. It is ner- 
fcctly true, that cavalry should as much as possible be husbandea on 
service, because of the great difhculty of keeping up its efficiency, but 
no feeling of this sort should ever prevent its being employed, when 
there are fair grounds for expecting consequences so influential as 
those which resulted from the charge of the 23rd at Tala vera. The 
attack of formed bodies of infantry is a desperate and hazardous ser- 
vice, but to lay down as a general rule that cavalry should never make 
such attempts, would be any thing but advisable. The least disorder 
on the ])artf of the infantry at once renders their array vulnerable, and 
whether produced by any moral circumstance, by the nature of the 
ground, or by the artillery belon^iig to their assailants, the advantage 
of the cavalry instantly predominates, and the timely blow is certain 
and decided in its ellcct. 

Ill retiring upon Leiria, during the retreat upon the lines of Torres 
Vedras in 1810, the enemy having suddenly gushed on so as to create 
some confusion, their advanced troops were vigorously attacked by 
(-•apt. Cocks, who took very judicious advantage of the ground, and 
completely held them in clieck untU Geii. Anson’s brigade of CMivalry, 
and Capt. Ball’s troop of artillery, arrived to his support. Colonel 
Napier continues the relation of the affair thus— 

’Fhe French then forming three columns endeavoured to bear down the 
British with their centre, while the others turned their flanks. The ravines 
were, however, difficult to pass ; Ball’s artillery played well into the prin- 
cipal body, and Anson charging it, as it emerged from every defile, slew a 
great number; the British lost three officers and about fifty men, the enemy 
considerably more, and in five hours he did not gain as many yards of 
ground, ^though he had thirty^^x s<]u«adrons opposed to tmJ* 

Surely, Colonel Nhpier's own evidence is, in this instance, very deci- 
sive against his comparisons of the French and British cavalry. A 
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largo body of cavalry was engaged on botkaideSj though with a.nuuie- 
rioul superiority of more than three to one on the part of the FrenclL 
not to mention the acknowledged advantage possessed by those who 
follow, over those who retreat before them. The next mention of the 
success of our cavalry, by Colonel Napier, relates to- such a small force, 
that wc merely allude to it in justice to the gallant but humble indi- 
vidual concerned. Serjeant Baxter,” Col. N. tells us, at the head 
of Hve troopers of the ICith Light Dragoons, surprised and attacked 
fifty French infantry, making forty-two of them prisoners with the loss 
of only one of his own mep.” 

A similar instance of coiiri\gc and conduct at a later period of the 
war, may be cited in the capture of a field-officer and thirty* dragoons 
of King Joseph’s rear-guard, when he rptreated froih Madrid, by Corpo- 
ral Hanley, of tlie 14th Light Dragoons, with a patrol of only eight men 
of the 14th and Geimans. This man is now a serjeant-major in the 
14th ; and it was not the only feat of the sort that he performed during 
the war. But to return from this pardonable digression. The first time 
we find Colonel Napier making any direct reflections upon the cavalry, 
during the progress of his history, is in liis admirable description of 
Massenas retreat from before the lines of Torres Vedras. He states, 
that The cavalry and artillery had been launched against Regnicr in 
his retreat from Belmonte, at daylight, on the morning of March the 
30th but that Begnier recovered his communications with the loss 
of 300 prisoners, adding, that much more might have been done, if 
the cavalry had been pushed forward with the celmty and vigour the 
occasion required.” Here then, we find the cavalry incurring censure, 
not for their precipitate rashness, but for over caution. Possibly 
there may be some justice, in the blame imjmtcd to them ; but to any 
man acquainted with the nature of the country in which these transac- 
tions took place, it must be evident that no little circumspection was 
necessary in attempting to push forward cavalry and giins, without the 
immediate support of their own infantry, into passes and defiles where 
that of the enemy might with little danger to themselves, have in- 
flicted such severe losses upon their mounted pursuers. After -all, the 
fact of 300 prisoners having been captured, proves the pursuit not to 
have been so extremely slack as is represented. 

It is not very difficult ajicrihe occurrence to pronounce where boldness 
should have ended, or at what point it assumes the character of teme- 
rity, hut at the moment of action, it requi&s no small judgment to form 
such decided opinions. Colonel Napier thus relates an instance at the 
combat of Sabu^al, of unwarrantable rashness on the part of the enemy. 

A squadron ofi French cavalry sumioimted the ascent, and with incred- 
ible desperation, riding up to a wall, behind which some of our infantry 
were posted, were .in the act, of firing tlieir pistols over it, when a rolling 
volley laid nearly the wholp of them lifeless on the ground.” 

A very of reckless audacity occurred at the battle of 

Ortbez, where a French squadron, riding :&riously up a lane, were 
exterminated to, a man by tne fire of our infantry posted upon an over- 
hanging bank above them. Here are strong cases then, as regards the 
French cavalry, of the fatal effects of rash attacks; and it must fur- 
ther bo observed, that, if we weigh these two cases in the proper scale, 
it will be found that the adv^mtage would not .have at all counter- 
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balanc^ tlie extreme hazard of their attempts^ even if the French had 
in either case been successful. 

'rhe next^ cavalry engagement took place near Campo Mayor, about 
tlic end of March. , Colonel Napier, after noticing the retreat from the 
t(>\vn, of 1200 cavii^^ry and 3 battalions of infantry, some horse artillery 
iiiid 13 battering guns, the whole under Gen. Latour Maiibourg, thus 
describes the action which took place during the pursuit of the Allied 
troops. ^ 

“ Colonel Colborne was on the right, at a (Moisiderahle distance from the 
enemy, bnt Colonel Head, with the 13th Light Dragoons, was <in the left 
close to them, and supported hy Colonel Otway, with two squadrons of the 
7th l*ortugucse ; the heavy cavalry was in reserve ; and while in this state, 
the French hussars, stiddauly chafing with a loose rein from behind their 
iufantry, fell, some on the Poftiiguest; and some on the 13th Light Dra- 
goons. So fiercely did these last on both sides come together, that many 
men were dismounted by the shock, and both parties piei\cd clean through to 
the opposite side, then re-formed, and jiassed again in tlic same fearful 
manner to their own ground; hut Ifmaa troopers rallieft quicker thun the 
French, and riding a third time closely in upon them, overthrew horse and 
man, receiving, at the same time, the fire of the infantry squares. Never- 
theless, they galloped in upon the battering train, hewed down the gun- 
ners, and drawing up beyond tlie French line of march, barred their way, in 
tho expectation that the heavy cavalry would also fall on ; hut Beresford 
would not suffer the latter to charge, and the Frencli infantry returned to 
Ilnur gnus, .and resumed their march, hut the 13th and the Portuguese con- 
tinued the pursuit iu a rash and disorderly manner, even to the bridge of 
Badajoz, and being repulsed hy the guns of the fortress, w'ere followed hy 
Alortier in person, and lost some prisoners. Of the Allies 100 men were 
Killed or hurt, and about 70 taken. Of the enemy about 300 suffered, one 
how itzer was taken, and the French Colonel Chutnoriii was slain in single 
combat hy u trooper of the 13th.*’ 

After a few observations on Lord Berosford’s conduct on the occa- 
sion, Colonel Napier adds— 

“ The 13tB were reprimanded, perhaps justly, for pursuing too rashly 
without orders, but the umparing admiration of the whole army consoled 
them.'* • 

'Three weeks had not elapsed after this affair before we again find 
Colonel Napier making honourable and deserved mention of this same 
gallant regiment. 

Two French regiments of •cavalry advancing from Llerena to collect 
contributions, had reached Usiigre, where meeting with the British cavalry, 
they were suddenly charged by the 13th Dragoons, and followed for six 
miles so vigorously, that 300 were killed or taken without the loss of a man 
on the part of the pursuers.” • 

In an affair which took place on the 16th, Colonel Napier seems to 
attach some blame to the' cavalry, for having failed* in cutting off a 
body of infantry who were escorting a cunvo^r into Ciudad Rodrigo. 
It would be absurd, no doubt, to defend a want of proper enterprise on 
the part of cavalry, because enterprise is almost the soul of the service, 
and without it cavalry would be nearly an useless appendage to an 
army in the field. Great objects cannot be gained ^without sacrifice, 
and in the case under consideration, the question seems to be merely 
how far the possible result of the attack^ if successful, would have re- 
paid the heavy loss which must always attend the charges of cavalry 
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upon a perfectly well-formed and steady body of infantry, such as the 
escort of this convoy appears to have been. Some officers have strongly 
contended that a determined resolution on the part of cavalry, will 
ensure their success against the squares of infantry, It has been said 
by a writer in the U. S. Journal, for instance, that upon that occasion 
when Colonel Talbot, of the 14th Light Dragoons, lost his life in 
charging a body of French infantry, the cavalry gave up their at- 
tack just at the moment of success, when their houses were close to 
the bayonets ; but surely this writer forgets that much more depends 
on the horse than on his cider, at such a moment ; and that when once 
thoroughly confused and terrided, the animal becomes quite unmanage- 
able, and no efforts on the part of liis rider can force him f<B'ward, or 
indeed prevent his turning short round, breaking Ihc ranks, and flying 
from the danger which is before him. It should also be recollected, 
that the fire of the infantry will inevitably produce some degree of 
confusion in the fanks of the cavalry, before they can possibly reach 
the point of conflict, and the fall of a very few men and horses, in an 
advance of this desjierate nature, is liable to produce a disorder, which 
neither courage nor discipline can prevent or remedy. 

In his observations upon the battle of Albuera, Colonel Napier, 
speaking of the cavalry, says General Lumley handled the Allied 
squadrons with skill and courage, and drew all the advantage possible 
from his situation a just tribute to the admirable judgment with 
which that excellent officer, commanding a force greatly inferior in 
number, not only held Latour Maubourg in check,, but at the worst 
crisis of that tremendous battle, when Colonel Colbornc’s brigade, by 
being too hastily brought into action by Gen. W. Stewart, were over- 
whelmed by the French cavalry, perceived the mischief/' as Colonel 
Napier tells us, and sending four squadrons out upon the lancers, 
cut many of them offi” 

Here then is aii instance not of mere courage for attack, but of that 
cool forethought and deliberate resolution so necessary for the preserva- 
tion of order and steadiness, and without which the efforts of cavalry 
must always depend upon the luck and chances of the inomenlN 

But a week had elapsed after the bloody battle of Albuera, when we 
again find Colonel Napier bearing testimony to the good service of 
Gen. Lumley and his cavalry. 

From Llerena a detUchment was sent ts drive away a Spanish partisan 
corps, w'hicK had cut off his (Soiilt’s) communications, and at the same time 
Latour Maubourg was directed to scour the country beyond (Jsagre; this led 
to an action ; for that town, built upon a hill, and covered towards Los San- 
tos by a river, with steep aud rugged banks, had only one outlet by the bridge 
on that side, and when Latour Maubourg approached, Lumley retired across 
the river. The Ifrench light cavalry then inarched along the right bank, 
with the intention of crossing lower down, and thus covering the passage of 
their heavy cavalry ; but, before they could effect this object, Gen. Bron 
rasUy passed the river with his two regiments of dragoons, and formed them 
in line just beyond the bridge. Lumley was lying close behind a rising 
ground, and when the French had advanced a sufficient distance, the Britisli 
artillery under Lefebre opened upon them, and the 3rd dragoon guards and 
4th dragoons charged them in front, while Madden’s Portuguese fell upon 
their flank. They were overthrown at the first shock, and fmd towards the 
bridge, but that being choked by the rest of their cavalry advancing to their 
support, the fugitives turned to the light and left, endeavouring to save 
themselves among thp gardens along the river side ; there they were pur- 
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and sabred, till the French, on the oppoute side, seeing their distress, 
opened a lire of artillery and carbines, that ubligcd the British to discontinue 
the attack. . Forty killed, above 100 wounded, and eighty prisoners, were 
the fruits of this brilliant action of Gen. Luinley’s.” 

No comment is :^eedcd upon this affair ; the rashness and disorder of 
the French cavalry and their leaders were as conspicuous as the cool 
and steady manner in which they were received and uiscomiited by Qeri. 
rjiirnley and his jsavalry. A remark was made at the time by those 
who were engaged, which it may be well to notice. Only about one 
third of the French w'ho were struck down, by the sabre, were killed 
outriglkt ; while, on the part of the Kiiglish, the proportion of killed 
w’^as miicft greater than that of the wounded, a circumstance from which 
it was reasonably inferred thjt the French sabre was a more destructive 
weapon than that of our cavalry. The swords of the latter were bad 
enough for cutting with the edge, but for giving point they were almost 
quite useless, while those of the French were adihirabfy adapted for 
pointing, and altogether a far superior weapon. A much better pattern 
than the old one has been lately approved, it is suiid, for the British 
cavalry, and there can be little doubt that although the Englishman is 
more inclined to strike or cut than to point at his adversary, yet there 
are many occasions when the soldier, if properly instructed in the ad- 
vantages of so doing, as well as in the method, would use the point 
wltli as destructive effect as the soldier of any other nation. 

Thift affair at Usagre is the last which Colonel Napier has noticed in 
his third volume, and wo now take leave of him as an evidence, having, 
as it is hoped, redeemed our pledge of proving, by his own statements, 
the injustice of his comparative condeiiinatiou of tlie British cavalry, in 
the sweeping sentence of wdiicli they have such resison to eoinpiain. 
Wc shall next proceed to detail from the most authentic sources within 
onr reach, farther actions reflecting credit upon tlieir conduct and 
courage in the field during the remainder of the war. 

(To be cou tinned. ) 


THK SKRVICES OF THE LATK ADMIRAL 
SIR JOHN KNIGHT, K.C.B. 

JMk. Kniotit first commenced bis career in the navy, on board the 
Tartar, frigate, under the (ioinniaiid of his father, who was made a 
Captain. May 8th, 17^8, and died a Hear- Admiral. On the 1st of 
Juno 1788, the Tartar left Portsmouth for the French coast, with an 
expedition under the orders of Commodore llowe, against Caiicalle, 
Cherbourg, St. Maloes,^ which destroyed several of the enemy's 
ships. Mr. Knight afterwards was in the squadron under the orders 
of Lord Anson, which convoyed lle^ Alajesty Queenf Charlotte to Har- 
wich, in Sept. 1781- After the peace tooS place, Mr. Knight was 
employed in surveying the North American coast, and on the 25ib of 
May 1770 , was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant; and in 1775* was 
second of the Falcon sloop, Capt. John Linzee. The Falcon was one 
of the vessels that covered the attack on Bunker's Hill, after which 
Lieut. Knight was made prisoner of war in endeavouring to bring off 
American vessel that had been driyeii on shore. An exchange of 
prisoners taking place the following year, Lieut. Knight joined Lord 
Howe, who, in February 1777^ J=ipp«|inted him tu^hommaiid the Haer- 
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lem of 12 guns, in wliich he captured several of the enemy’s small ves- 
sels. In 177B the Ilaerlem narrowly escaped capture by the French 
fleet, under the command of Count d*Estaing.^ Lieut. Knight was 
soon after removed into the Eagle, the flag-ship <if Lord Ilowe, in 
which he returned home in October. t 

Lieut. Knight’s next appointment w'as to the Barfleur, the flag-ship 
of Rear-Admiral Sir Samuel HcM)d, (afterwards Viscount Hood,) on 
the Leeward Island station, by whom he was on the ,21st Sept. 17B1, 
promoted to Post-Captain, and to command the {Shrewsbury, in the 
room of Capt. Mark Robinson. Cajit. Knight continued under Sir 
Samuel Hood’s orders, by whom he was appointed to command his 
flag-ship the Barfleur ; and after the defeat of Count de Gra%se, pre- 
sented the sword of that commander 4;o^Sir ’Samuel Hood. A few 
months pr-evious to the peace of 1733, His Royal Highness Prince 
William Henry (his present Alajesty) did duty as Midshipman on 
board the Barfleur* 

The Barfleur being paid off in consecpience of the peace, Capt. 
Knight remained upon half-pay until his appointment to the Victory, 
fitting fur the flag of Lord Hood, in consequence of the expected war 
with Spain in 1730. 

Soon after the commencement of the war with France, Lord Hood 
was appointed Commandcr-in-Chief in the Mediterranean, and Capt. 
Knight was again a])pointed to the Victory, and was present at the 
several affairs of Toulon and at Corsica, and returned home in Decem- 
ber 1704 ; when in Alay the following year. Lord Hood was ordered 
to strike his flag, which was the last time his Lordship held a com- 
mand. Capt. Knight continued in the Victory, and in the action with 
the Fijeuchd^t, 13th July 1705, Bear-Admiral Robert Mann had his 
flag oil ; In December the same year, Admiral Sir John Jervis, 

(afterwar^oflrl St. Vincent,) hoisted his flag in the Victory, on which 
occasion Capt. Knight returned from tlie Aledltcrranean, and was soon 
after appointed to the Montague, attached to the North Sea fleet, un- 
der the orders of Admiral Duncan, which ship bore a conspicuous part 
in the disgraceful mutiny that subsequently took , place. Happily for 
the country this mutiny was suppressed, and proper examples made of 
the ringleaders. The misguided men fully retrieved their character in 
the action which afterwards took place off Campordown, 11th Oct. 
under the orders of Admiral Duncan^ ngpiiist the Dutch fleet under 
De Winter. 

After this brilliant action, Capt. Knight had a command on the 
Irish coast ; served in the Channel fleet, and in the Aledit^rranean ; 
and in August 17(70, commanded the advanced squadron before Brest, 
during which time several successful captures were made by the Mon- 
tague’s boats of the enemy's small vessels. ‘ 

A promotion of Captakis taking place Ist Jan. IflOl, Capt. Knight 
became Rear-Admiral of the Blue. In April 1305, Admiral Knight 
hoisted his flag on board the Lucca for the Alediterranean, and suc- 
ceeded Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton, in the command at Gibraltar, 
where his flag was hoisted on hoard the Gnerrier guard-ship, which 
was the last command he held. 

In the promotion that took place 0th Nov. 1805, after the action oflT 
Trafalgar, Admiral Knight wlis promoted to Vice-Admiral; and on 
the 4th Dec. 1813, to that of Admiral. 
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For his services in the action off Camperdowii^ Admiral Knight was 
lionoured with a gold medal, and on the 2nd Jan. 1815, was created a 
Knight Commander of the Bath. 

On the lt)th June last, Sir John Knight expired, after a very short 
illness, at Wooden^ , Hampshire, aged 83 years. 


THK SERVICES OK THE LATE VICE-ADMIRAL 
• VISCOUNT TORRlxNLTrON. 

This iiobleihan was the eldest son of John, the fifth Viscount Tor- 
rington, brother to Admiral Byng who was shot in pursuance of the 
sentence f»f a Court-Martial, 14th ^larch 17 ^ 7 > en board the 31oiiarqiie, 
74, at Portsmouth. * * ^ • 

JMr. George Byng was born in London, 5th January 1788, and en- 
tered the Naval service when scarcely more than ten years of age, as 
^Midshipman on board the Thunderer, 74, Capt. the Hon. B. Walsing- 
hani, and was in the action between Admiral Keppel and the Count 
D’Orvilliers on the 27th July 1778. Mr. Byng subsequently served in 
the Alarm, with Capt. Sir Richard Pearson ; and in the Active, Capt. 
T. iMackeiizie. In the latter ship, ^Ir. Byng sailed for the East In- 
dies, where he joined tlie Superb, the liag-sliip of Vice-Admiral Sir 
Edward Hughes, and was in the actions with jM. Soufferin. After the 
Superb, Mr. Byng served in the Defence, witli (\»niniodore Andrew 
Mitchell ; and on arriving at Portsmouth in the end of 1785, passed 
his examination for a Lieutenant. He next joined the Jupiter of 50 
guns. Commodore VV. Parker, at the Leeward Islands, from whom he 
subsequently received a commission as Acting Lieutenant ; and after- 
wards served in the Trusty with Rear-Admiral Sir Juhp Lafory, who 
had assumed the command on that station, in the room 6£.CH^niudorc 
Parker. In September 1780, a commission was sent ott^ {>romotiiig 
iMr. Byng to the rank of Lieutenant, and he returned home in the 
Shark sloop-M-war. 

In 1791 , Lieut. Byng was appointed to the Illustrious, Capt. C. M. 
Pole, and afterwards removed into the Druid frigate. He was after- 
wards appointed to the Impregnable, but from ill health, was not in 
the action of the 1st of June, under the orders of Lord Howe. 

In October 1794, Lieut. Byng was promoted to Master and Com- 
mander, and to the Ferret sloop "of- w^ar ; and (firing the absence of 
Sir Edmund Nagle, acted as Captain of the Artois frigate ; and in 
June 1795 , was further ])roinoted to Post-Captain, and to the Redoubt 
of 20 guns. His next appointment to the IMercury frigate, under 
the oraers*of Vice-Admiral Sir James VValmer, at Newfctuiidland ; and 
was there when the French Admiral Kichery appeared before the set- 
tlement with seven sail-of-the-liiic, and three frigat»es, having 2(KH) 
troops on board, who from the resistance the]p experienced by a force 
considerably inferior, abandoned their project. In 1797> Ca]it. Pyng 
Was appointed to the Galatea frigate, in which he captured a French 
corvette of 14 guns, and several armed vessels. In May 1802, Capt. 
Byng resigned, through ill health, the command of the Galatea ; and 
on the renewal of the war with France was appointed to the Tex el, 
and became commanding officer of the block sliips stationed on the 
Kentish coast. ^ 

In August 1804, Capt. Byng was appointed to tlic Malabar of 50 
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guns ; and in the following year to the Belliqucux^ in which ]ie was 
present at the surrender of the Cape of Good Hope to the forces under 
Capt. Sir llouie Pophiim and Major-Gen. Sir David Bpird ; after 
which Capt. Byng convoyed the East India ships to .Madras^ and form- 
ed one of the squadron under the orders of Vice-Ajlmiral Sir Edward 
Pellew, and was at the de^ruction of several vessels of war and mer- 
chant ships in Batavia Roads. 

In an armament was fitted out at Bombay^ for the purpose of 

taking possession of Roderigiiez Island^ on which cKcasion Capt. Byng 
hoisted a broad pendant. .In this affair the military weic commanded 
by Lieut. -Colonel Keating, and the object was eminently successful, 
and owing to this enterprise, the capture of the Mauritius and^Bourboii 
took place. • " ‘ 

The Belli(|ueux sailed from Macao Roads the 14th of February 

1811, having seven of the East India Company's ships under convoy, 
and after expericAciiig very tempestuous weather, reached St. Helena 
the 15th of Alay, and on being joined by the Chiffone and iVfenelaus 
frigates, iind several Indiamen and other sliij^s, sailed for England, and 
saAdy arrived in the Downs the 8th of August. The Belliqiieux 
being found unfit for service was paid off at Chatham, and C^apt. Byng 
was soon after appointed to the Warrior, 74, and was siibsecpieutly 
employed in the North Sea. In December 1812, died Capt. Byiig's 
uncle, George, the fourth Viscount Turrington, upon which the gallant 
Captain's father succeeded to the title, l)ut who enjoyed it only four- 
teen days, when he also died, and Capt. Byng became Viscount Tor- 
ringtoii. The Dutch soon after threw off the yoke which had been 
imposed upon them by Buonaparte, and declared for the Prince of 
Orange, when, on the 25th of November 1813, his Serene Highness 
embarked in the Downs, on board the Warrior, accompanied by the 
Earl of Clancarty, and landed at Schweliiig the «K)th following. 

After this service. Lord Torriiigtoii convoyed a licet of rnercliant 
vessels to the West Indies, during which time a promotioli took place, 
and his Lordship in consequence became, June 4th 1814, a Rear- 
Admiral of the Blue, and relinquished the command of the Warrior, 
and 19th of July 1821, was mode a Vice-Admiral. 

The command of the Leeward Island station becoming vacant 
in 1819, was offered to Lord Torriiigtoii, but which his Lord- 
ship did not accept. ^His Lordship ihad been for a long time in an 
alarming state of health at iiis resideiice. Votes Court, Kent, and 
after enduring very great and acute suffering, died there the 18th of 
June 1831. 

Tlie late Viscftunt Torrington succeeded his father 8th of January 
1813. His Loji^hip married, first, Februalry 8th 1793, Elizabeth', 
daughter of.. Philip Langmede, of llowjmtc House, Plymouth, Esq. 
and by hqp'Cwho died August 21st 1810,; had issue, Lucy Elizabeth, 
born Jirly 11th, 1794; and a son born May the 23rd, 1790, who 
died December 1st the same year. His Lordship married, secondly, 
October 1811, Frances Harriet, seexmd daughter of Rear-Admiral Sir 
Robert Barlow, Knt. then Commissioner of His Majesty’s Dock Yard 
at Chatham, and niece to Sir George Hillaro Barlow, Bart, and G.C.B. 
and had issue, George, the present Viscount, born September 9th 

1812, and other children. 
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TllK NIGKR. 

Thk announcement of the arrival of the enterprising travellers in 
the interior of Not ^h Africa, the brothers. Lander, after a successful 
lerDiination of their arduous task, must be highly gratifying to all the 
admirers of geographical discovery, and to the friends of humanity, 
after the sacrifice of so many valuable lives in the attainment of the 
truth respecting tfie outlet of the mysterious stream. P>om the brief 
account already transpired, it appears that the great river hitherto 
known to Europeans by the name of the Niger, debouches into the 
night of Ueniii, in the vicinity of Cape Formosa, thereby verifying the 
opinions of Mr. Reiclrard,*the Gcyrmaii, and the writer of an interesting 
letter from British Accrah, dated 7th Jan. 1324, from on board the 
brig Castor ; the latter stating liis belief that the Niger empties itself 
by A grout Delta, of which, the Rio Formosa or Benili Is the western, 
and the Rio del Iley, the eastern branch, with several rivers between 
them from the same source. 

But 1 am inclined to believe that the Joliba, Quolla, Giilbi, (as it is 
severally called in its course,) or river which ])asses Jenne, Boiissa, 
Nyfee, and Fundah, is not the ancient Niger mentioned by Leo ; but 
that the Quolla, Quorra, Yeou, or river passing Sakatoo and Kaiio, and 
falling into the lake Tsad of Bornu, is the ancient stream of the Afri^ 
can writer. 

The lake Tsad, under a different name, has long been known ; the 
historical dictionary* of France states Boriio as ''a city and kingdom 
in the Nigritia, with a desert and lake of the same name, the country 
of the ancient Garamuutes. It is said these people live in common, 
and bring up as their own such children as resemble them. The Lake 
Bornu (Tsad) is celebrated because it is cros.mI by the Niger ;** l/iis 
Niger is not that of Park, hut that of Denham and Clapperton, L e. the 
Yeou. • 

The statement of the Shary river flowing out of the lake Tsad, and 
falling into the Niger (of Park) at Fundah, appears to be incorrect, as 
Major Denham embarked on that river, and distinctly states that it 
falls into the lake (flowing from the south) by two branches, and ran 
at the rate of five miles an hour. 8ome other river must be meant, 
and is confounded with the 8har}» (of Denham) yrhich name may pro* 
bably in the Fellata language mean merely a river ; if so, it is probable 
to be the stream mentioned by the Major as issuing from the south-east 
side of the lake and supposed to flow to the Nile, but which per- 
haps is a cantinuation of the Yeou, running first to the# south-east, and 
then turning to the wej»t> discharges into the Niger (of Park) at or 
near Fundah ; the range ofdiigh land whence the Shaiw is said to take 
its rise, south, or west of the Tsad in the viciiiky of Musfia, about the 
3th or lOth degree of north latitude, may be no obstruction to the 
stream finding its way at the basis of those mountains to the westward ; 
this is the only way we can reconcile the account obtained by Lander 
in his former and present travels, of the supposed Shary running frotn 
the lake of Bornu and falling into the Niger. 


Moreri Dict.-UiHtorjque. 
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If we are correct in our inference^ agreeable to the description given 
in Diet. Hist.^ the Yeou^ like the Rhone through lake Leman at Gene- 
va^ .passes into lake Tsud at one angle, and out at another, continuing 
its course until it meets the Niger of Park ; which" a very large 
portion of the interior of Africa becomes insulate^ indeed, in the ab- 
sence of any positive proq^of the Yeoii or Sukatoo river being distinct 
from the Juliba, or Niger of Park, we may conjecture with some pro- 
bability that both, in the first instance, proceed from the same source, 
in lat. 8“ 2(y N. and long. 9" 20' W. in the Solinian ^country, and that 
at the lake Debee a sepipation takes places, one (the Niger of Park) 
flowing to the £SE., and the other (the Sakatoo river) to the E. and 
reunite again at Fundah, the latter passing through the Tsad. A hla- 
homedan Sheik, who had been a greaf tr^velkT, informed Mr. Du])uis 
that the Joliba was a distinct river from the Quorra, both, however, 
issuing from lake Deby or Zeby,but he does not mention their reunion. 
Another conjectuve with probability is, that the Niger of Park 

may' throw off a branch to the eastward, which may be identified with 
the Shary (the source of which is not known) and falling into the Tsad 
reconcile the account given by Lander. Horniman's son told IVIajor 
Denham that the Quorra of Nyfl% ^^rancli of it more probably) went 
off to the southward, (and eastward) ran between two ranges of moun- 
tains, passed Luggun, where it wa^called Shary, and fell into the lake 
Tsad. If either or both these should prove true, ano\:her extraordinary 
feature will be added to the character of the long-famed Niger. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON NAVAL. GUNNERY 

Tub term*'‘ Poif^^hlank^' ao generally used, and yet so ditRcult to 
be defined, has beeir a great bar to improvement in the practice of 
Naval Gunnery. E^en if such a distance as that which is termed 
V point-blank range” actually existed, the method of indicating it in 
our printed tables would still remain defective. We are there told, 
merely, that the p«iint-blank range of a gun is so many yards, but we 
arc not told fur^wliat height of the gun above the plane on which the 
distances are reckoned this range is adiipied. »Now it is evident that 
the higher^the gun is placed, the farther it will range ; the distance 
being reckoned on thg horizontal plane beneath. Thus, the ci.lculated 
ranges of a gun placed t)iroe/ sfx, and twelve feet above the water, 
are found to be respectively about 170, 230, and 330 yards ; the axis 
of the gun being horizontal. 

A very slight consideration will also show that it is* altogether erro- 
neous to suppose, with these tables, that to bit a mark at or within 
tlic distance which is called point-rblank range,” we should point 
directly at it (the gun being suppq^ disparted). The instant a shot 
quits tlie muzzle of the gun, it dbniftenccs to leave the direction in 
which it was pnyected, being acted upon by the force of gravity ; it 
is therefore plain that it cannot strike the (»hject at the point at which 
aim was taken. That this difference docs not exist merely in theory, 
will be made apparent !>v an examination of the ft)llo\viiig table, which 
shows the results of experiments Tftadc at Fcrrol, by Admiral Cburruca 
some years ago, and which lias been extracted from AI, Charpentier's 
translation of Ji is work on Navjil Gunnery. ’ Although these depres- 
sions are much greater than those observed at the ])resent day. whicli 
is probably owing to the increased strength of gunpowder, yet even 
uilinittiug that they arc erroneous by one lialf, they serve to show tliat 
it is important to notice them in practice. We also learn from the 
talile the ratio existing hetwccii the depressitms of round and double- 
headed shot; this ratio appears to be very nearly as 2 ; 3. 


TAIUJO I. 

Wuiwiiijr tlio diMprosMoris <»f’ round and douitlo>headcd phot ol>si'rvod by Chiirriira. 
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The first column indicates the nature of the gun used in t}ie expo-^ 
riments ; the second, the number of discharges from which were de- 
duced the mean depressions of round-shot, which are jgiven in the 
third; the fourth column shows the mean depression of £uble-headed 
shot, and the fifth the number^ of trials from wlrich they were deter- 
mined. At the second station the quantities are indicated in like 
manner. 

Tiie depressions are given in English feet. One Spanish foot=0'03 
English. One Spanish pound=l*03 Englisli. ** 

111 1830, some experiments of a like nature were carried on at Ports- 
mouth, by Captain the ll(on. George Elliot, then^ commanding H. M. Ship 
Victory. From their results he came to the conclusion tliat ij would be 
advisable, ill order to counteract the effect of 'the 'depression of the shot, 
to fix what is called the point-blank sight, so that when pointing by it, 
the piece in reality should be at a certain elevation. lie fixed the 
amount of this elevation at 0®*- 20' for long guns; at 0“ ••30' for car- 
ronades. 

The following extract is taken from Capt. Elliot's letter to tlio 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty on the subject. 

“ The only guns 1 had an opportunity of using for these experinienls. 
were a 32-pounder carroriade, and a nine feet IK-poiindor gun using com- 
mon wads (not grommet.) The shot were unequal in size, but not more so 
tlijin limy be expected in actual practice, and the fall of the shot was taken 
from an average of about ten shot from each gun at each distance. 
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Thus I recommend point-blank distance to be 2A0 yards, and the sights to 
he set on carroi^ades at 0® •• 30' elevation; on long guns at 0® ••20' elevation 
for this nominal point-blank.^’ 

The advantages of this arrangement are very great, for although 
strictly speaking, a dilfferent elevation is required for each distance, 
even when within what is called point-blank range; yet it must be 
nearly impwsible, when under a close heavy fire, to resort to any means 
for determining distances accurately, and even if that were done, it 
would interfere too much with the rapidity and ])recision of fire so 
necessary under those circumstances to be continually altering the 
sight. Ilow'ever, the superiority of a fixed sight for close quarters is 
generally acknowledged, and I avisIi now only to insist on the advantage 
of the adoption of Capt. Elliot's modification’. 
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It be remarked^ that the top*siglit in general use in the navy, 
is raisedf \ibove the axis of the piece ^somewhere about a foot, so that 
strictly speaking, the centre of the shot should strike a foot below the 
])oiiit aimed dt.^ Tlup sight might easily l)e adopted to correct this 
error by computing t,ie angle subtended by one foot, (supposing that 
to be the space betwixt the gun's axis and the sight,) at various dis- 
tances, but it may be safely neglected in practice. Indeed, for short 
distances, it is provided for, by the adoption of the alteration mentioned 
above. • 

In number IL III. of the “ Annales Muritim|^s for 1331,” M. Roche 
has investigated the subject of pointing naval ordnance, and founding 
his calculations on experiments made at Brest in 1324, with a French 
30-pounder gun, (equivaloiit to about thirty- two and a half English,) 
lias given various tables of ranges, which I shall transcribe. 

The charges used were one-third and one-foiirtli of the weight of the 
shot, and M. Roche reninrk.s. that the increase of range due to the 
larger charge, was about one-tliirty-secoiid part of 1 he whole. 

The initial velocity which IM. Roche obtains is 1230 feet per second : 
iniw the usual velocity with which shot are dischsirged in our practice 
iroiii long guns, is generally between l.'iOO or IfiOO feet per second; 
coiiserpiently, the following ranges may be considered ns erring in 
defect for the corresiioiiding elevations. 

I have, however, thought it bettor not to increase them, as in the 
first })lace the ratio of the range to the initial velocity net correctly 
known and secondly, as I conceived it to be the safer side to err on, 
owing to the great probability of using in practice gunpowder which is 
det(»riorated by keeping, or .shot whose windage is increased from the 
sntne cause. 

The French measures have been reduced to Knglisli, assuming the 
Froiicli foot to bo equal to I'OOoll Kiiglisli. I'able II. gives various 
angles of elevation and the corresponding ranges in yards. 

TABLE II. 

■Showing angles of elevation nod the corresponding ranges in yards; the gim 

being 4*23 yards above the horizontal plane on which the ranges are measured. 

'-1° 0'l-0<’40‘l-0®20'j 0 ° «' ao'lo” 4«'l r o' ji" 20 ', l“ 40i 2 ” 0 ' I'i" 20 '| 2 ’ 40' I 3" 0 ' 

1 7<>- 1 1 21fl-n ' 2<«t-3 ■:««•« 1425-3 l.V>3-3i«33-4 174«-0 iH03-3 jsj? I • 1 1 1 OJIO^] I in(i-c|l2«0-9 
The negative sign iinlimtcs depression. 

'liable III. is formed from Table II. by simple proportion, and give.s 
the elevations corresponding to various distances. , 



TABLE III. 


200 1 

300 400 300 ' 600 | 700 1 600 1 000 jlSOoj 1 lOOj 

120o|l300| 

-0® ll'I+O® 14'0‘'35'jCy'54'|l®12il®20'^^ Gi2‘’24'| 

|2»42’|3f 2'j 


Tables II. and III. are adapted to throw a shot to strike the enemy's 

* Assuming the ranges to vary as the 5<piare ro(»ts of the initial velocities, those 
given in this paper should be inci’cascd by about t!Vieir eighth part. 

y b2 • 
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hull at the 'water-line, which la aasumed to be nj^rly thirteen feet 
below the gun ; the following table shows the requisite elevation when 
thd point to be struck is in the same horiaontal plane as the gun* 

T^BLE IV. " I 

Showing the angles of elevation required to strike a ij^ark situated in the 
same horizontal plane as the gun. 



Thus, for example, if it be .wished to strike the water-line of a ship 
distant 300 yards, the gun being placed 4*25 yards abov j the water, we 
must seek in Table III. for the proper elevation which wc find to be 
1® 29'. In Table V. we find the corresponding correction to be 0® lif. 
Their sum equalling 1® 47' is the angle which must lie adjusted on the 
sight, to enable us to ^rect the gun properly by pointing at tlie 
water-line. 

In the same manner, we find th \t to strike a point the same height 
as the gun, the distance being 300 yards, we must adjust the sigljt to 
1® 46' + 0® 13' = 2® 4' and then take aim also at the water-line. 

It will be seen that the angle from Table III. corrected is nearly 
identical withtthat from Table IV. whence wc may conclbde that tlie 
latter table will serve for the purpose of ^pointing to hit any object, 
situated thirtq^n feet below or above the ^un ; the error committed by 
using it being very far within the uncertainty of practice. 

Should the guns be o,nly fitted with a fixed sight, it will be useful, in- 


* These tables are adapted for long guns. From some late practice with a 
32-poundcr carronade, charge one-twelfth the weiglit of the shot, its ranges 
reckoned on the same horizoiital plzuie as the gun, appear to be nearly as follows : 

yards, 
elevation. 


iliO 300 I "600 I 700 f 000 ““ 
?! 14" I 2 “ y I y .. io> 
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deed iiec^sarVj to calculate tables which are known by the rather un- 
couth name or Tansent Practice Tables/' similar to those given by 
Cliiirruca^* and more lately by Sir Howard Douglas. t Putting c for the 
elevation from Table|lV.^ c for the 6 xed elevation of the point-blank 
sight/’ d for the distance, and h for the height of the gun above the 
water^ then the heiglk above the enemy’s water-line of the point to be 
aimed at,=: aezzd, Ian, {c — tf) + /*• Aiming, therefore, at a point in 
one of the masts (the dimensions of which may be estimated pretty ac- 
curately) which is^o: feet above the water-line, the shot should strike 
h feet above that line. Should it be wished to strike higher or lower 
than that point by a few feet, the aim must fie altered by nearly the 
same quantity. 

There is an additional* advantage (already noticed by Sir Howard 
Douglas j:) in aiming by the edemy’s masts, because even if the shot 
strike above or below the intended aim, the chance of taking effect is 
of course increased. 

Table VI. shows the values of x, in feet, the fixed sight being at an 
elevation of 0® 20'. 


TABLE VI. 

Showing the Iit‘ights above the water-line to bo nimccl at, sight fixed at O’* 20^ 

I 200 I 300 1 400 r>00 I 000 700 I 000 1 000 I 1000 I 1 1 00 j 1200 i:kk> 
{l3*3jl(i*7l22'2 30 0 r.i72-»;i>3 I [ 115 « 1 I H'» | 172*0 20-l'« 

From Table I. we learnt that the ratio of the depressions of round to 
double-headed sfiot was as 2 : 3. Now, from the best published ex- 
periments, the range of the former to the hitter is about as 3:2. 
Hence it appears the depressions are inversely as the ranges. 

Following the same analogy, it is not improbable that the depression 
of grape-shot (by which is meant the depression of the centre of effect) 
is double tliuV of round-shot, the ranges being nearly as 1 : 2. In- 
creasing, therefore, the values of x — h in these ratios, w’’e may calcu- 
late the elevations for double-headed and grape-shot for various dis- 
tances, by reversing the process given above. Therefore putting h 

h 

equal to the increased value of a: — / Ian, (e — c')=: 


VII. 

Showing tho elevations for double-headed and grape. 
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No use, however, can be made of these or any other tables of a like 
nature, unless we are provided with the means of measuring distances 


* IiiBtructiou sur le Pointage de rArtiHerie,«&c. 

-b Treatise on Naval Giiiuiery. 

Treatise on Naval Oniinery, First Edition, p. 231. 
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accurately at sea. If the dimensions are knoim of ^ the masts of the 
vessel, whose distance is required, the proceM usually employed is 
simple. Measure the angle a subtended by any known height /<, then 

Distance = — ^ — . Many persons when measuring this angle bring 
Ian. a n 

down the reflected image to the water-line, and liot to that part of the 
vessel corresponding in height with their own eye ; lind although this 
error needs only mentioning to be acknowledged, the fact 'that it is not 
unfrequently committed may serve as an apology for noticing it. 

It often happens that the dimensions of the distant vessel are un- 
known, and this inconvenience suggested the following method which 
is believed to be new. ^ ^ 

Measure the angle subtended bv the^spacO belwixt the horizon and 
the water line of the distant vessel ; calling this angle a and the dip of 
the horizon S, it is plain that a + ^ the angle subtended at the dis- 
tant vessel by the height of the observer's eye, which is known. 

Galling it A, Distance =: — - — — - small correction is due for 

tan. (a + c) 

the spherical form of the earth, which for this purpose may be safely 
disregarded. 

' It must be recollected that all the foregoing tables of ranges depend 
on the accuracy of the Brest experiments, and also, that as they were 
made with a different species of ordnance than is in use in the British 
service the results are not immediately applicable to our practice ; the 
ranges too, although given for angles of elevations wliidi are tabulated 
to minutes, have no pretensions to that degree of accuracy. 

It is often remarked, when attempts are made to introduce im- 
provements in Naval Gunnery, that it is quite useless refining too 
much, as the errors arising from the ship's motion are so great as to 
render all others trifling in comparison. To reply to this we should 
recollect that we can only reach perfection by distinguishing between 
unavoidable inaccuracies and the errors arising from impermet know- 
ledge of the subject. 

In conclusion, I shall take leave to remark on the vast importance of 
the foregoing subject in a national point of view, and to venture to 
express n hope that before long, experiments may be instituted on a 
larger scale than heretofore, which may afford to naval oflicers some 
data on which they may regulate tH6 practice of tiie various nacres of 
|runs with which meii-of-war are armed. They themselves often have 
It in their power to make trials, which if recorded faithfully, with all 
the attenaant circumstances (xwen those which may appear at the 
moment to haire little or no connexion with the subject) might add 
materially to out stock of knowledge, the more so as these experiments 
would be inadi under circumstances similar to those in which their 
ships would be fought.^ 

D. 
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COl.ONEL NAPIKR’s irrSTORY OF TI1£ WAR IN TUR PENINSULA — 

i VOL. III.* 

In the notices which we have been heretofore called upon to take of 
Colonel Napier's IMstory of the Peninsular War^ we have endeavoured, as 
far as possible, to cnvest ourselves of every thing like partiality, favour, or 
affection, and to speak of the performance in such terms as its merits alone 
seemed to require. Upon these grounds, and upbn these grounds only, we 
have pronounced it to be by far the ablest and most elocjuent account that has 
yet been given of an^ portion of the great contest. Clear in its details, 
animated in its descriptions, and abounding with marks of deep (we wish 
that w'e could add always of) sober thought, no person, however unaccus- 
tomed to unravel the intricacies of military history, can And himself at a 
loss in following its narrative ; while the professions reader discovers at al- 
most every page some great lesson recorded, from the study of which he 
rises, if nut “ a better,” certainly a wiser man.” This is very high praise 
we are aware, — so high, indeed, that we could scarcely name a second work 
of the kind on which we should be dismosed to bestow it, — yet it is fully and 
richly earned by Colutiel Napier. We do not say that he is the best narra- 
tive-writer of his day — we do not profess to go along with him in all his 
arguments, nor even to assent to the whole of the postulates on which his 
reasoning is founded. We do not acejuit him of faults either in style or 
arraiigeiiieiit, — for the former, though vigorous and clear, is not wholly de- 
void of affectation, nor is tho latter always such as we imagine that it might 
have been, — but we repeat, that take it for all in all, the History of the 
^Var ih the Peninsula stands, and deserves to stand, at the head of all simi- 
lar productions which have yet appeared, either in England or elsewhere. 
No doubt other accounts of the Peninsular war will be given, — some of 
them, (one of them at least,) advance still loftier pretensions to public fa- 
vour, - but we are greatly ucceived if any other shall succeed in consigniw 
Colonel Napier s elaborate volumes to the oblivion which must necessarily 
overtake the great mass of similar performances. 

Entertaining an opinion so exalted of Colonel Napier’s work, and as a 
necessary consequence of the genius and talents of its author, it is exceed- 
ingly painful to us that wc are compelled to notice in the volume now under 
review, proofs more and more glaring of the baneful influence of party and 
political prejudice over minds the most honourable and the most cultivated. 
If there fives the man whom we could have expected to triumph over su^ 
feeling^, that man is Colonel Napier. Unconnected, as far as we know, 
by family or personal ties with ally political faction whatever, and educated 
in a school from which tho curse of faction is for the most part shut out,— 
well read, moreover, in classic lore, and of course not unaccustomed to 
weigh the effects of party spirit both in public and in private, we cannot so 
much as divine a cause why lie should descend from the |^oud eminence Of 
impartiality, and surrender up a judgment naturally sound and dear, to the 
guidance of a priiiciplo for tvhich we aro at a loss to devise an wpropriate 
n<ame. It is to no purpose that Colonel Napier mpy assure us ofhis inten- 
tion to advance no statement which shall not be fully home out by facts. 
We do not doubt this— we are sure that he never wrote a line or uttered a 
sentence which: tie himself did not believe to he correct. We are convinced 


* History of tlio War in the Peninsula and in the South of France, from the 
year 1807 to the year 1814. By W. F. P. Napier, C.B. Colonel H. P. 43rd regi« 
ment^and Member of the Royal Swedish Acadeqiy of Military Sciences.— Vd. in; 
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that he is as far above the control of selfishnesB and env^^ as any^an liv- 
ing, — and that the most uncalled-for assertions which he has hazarded^ all 
spring from a determination not to sacridce truth on any altar. But we 
must still charge him with msdcing assertions which jhe was hot warranted 
to make. It were very idle, — ^to use no harslier tenn,'in Colonel Napier, to 
set himself up in array against aU the most iUustnous statesmen whom 
England has produced. Who can suppress a smile when he reads in the 
pages of this military history, a sweeping condemnation of the public con- 
duct of such men as Pitt, and Canning, and the late Lfrd Londonderry,-*- 
not, be it observed, vrith reference to isolated acts performed by one or all 
of them, but applied to the whole of their proceedings as^members of the 
King’s Cabinet ? Nor arS the Whigs treated with greater mildness by this, 
their advocate elsewhere. Afy Lord Grey comes in for a few hqrd knocks, 
well merited doubtless, but bestowed in a temper, the reverse of bland. 

^ Now, with all due submission to Colonel* Napier's superior talents, we must 
be permitted to say, that such things done as he has done them, exhibit 
proofs of a very defective taste. They remind us of a silly body of a Scotch 
divine, with whom we were in our youth acquainted, and who used to 
threaten to favour the world with a volume of sermons, because Hooker, 
Borrow, and Warburton, were superficial writers. 

But it is not, we lament to say, ivhile discussing political topics only, that 
Colonel Napier indulges a spirit which^ for his own sake, we wish that 
had stifled. His treatment of more than one bi'other soldier is unneces- 
sarily harsh ; his style of canvass when applied to the deeds of others is po- 
sitively unjust. With Lord Beresford we have no more communicntioii 
than Colonel Napier. We do not pretend to regard him as a rival to the 
Duke of Wellington, nor yet as a match in stratagem for Soult; but we 
'must protest against the virulent tone which the historian of the Peninsular 
War nas assumed while tracing his Lordship’s career both in Portugal and 
Spain. With respect to the account which Colonel Napiv»r has thought fit 
to give, of the causes to which Lord Beresford owed his advancement in the 
Portuguese aiiny, we can only say, that It does not appear to be borne out by 
facts. Lord Beresford was not preferred, through the influence of his family 
connexions, to any officers ])osscssGdof stronger personal claims. He was not 
one of four rival applicants for the situation, nor did lie know that the ap- 
pointment lay within his reach till it had actually been pressed upon hint ; 
he was selected, as well in coiise<pience of the reputation which he had pre- 
viously acquired in arms, «*is on ace.ount of the knowledge which he was 
known to possess of the Portuguese language. In like manner. Colonel 
Napier’s of the proceeding of Marshal Beresford when in command 

of tne Portuguese army, abounds with inaccuracies. He assumes data which 
he has no right to assume; reasons upon these data after a fashion peculiar 
to himself, and then jumps to a conclusion that Lord Beresford displayed 
neither talent nor decision, in any situation where an oppostiinity for such 
display was afforded. We could point out various passages both in the 
second and third volumes of his work, confirmative or these assertions, but 
it is unneccBSBiy; for the author of a clever pamphlet, entitled Strictures 
lih^rtain Passflges of Lieut.-Colonel Napier’s History,” Las saved us the 
trouble. With respect, again, to the narrative of the operations which 
preceded the battle of Albuera, and the accoilnt of the battle itself, we can 
only say, that we deejdy deplore the temper in which they are jriven. Not one 
movement was, according to our historian, made aright. There were de^ 
, lays, hesitation, ignorance, gross carelessness, all exhibited by the Gene^-in- 
' Cmef;^nay, the very officers commanding brigades and regiments, if . thqy 
come nql m for their own share of rrarobation, obtain, at least, no r$^wn 
from thb chronicler of their deeds. God knows how it happened 
English were not annihilated, for if we may trust this account 
bosiueSR, scarcely a man did his duty. 
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If be aiiked whence this dieposklon to general censure arises, we must 
confess our inability to answer the question. We can understand why Lord 
llercsford should find little favour in Colonel Napier's eyes; but what the 
commanding officer^ of corps have done to offend the gallant historian w'e are 
ignorant. Nor is it only when discussing the denwriis of the Albuera corps, 
that Colonel Napijr is liberal of half paise. We are assured that neither 
Picton nor CrawfAd were ofRcers of a very high order^ — that Colbornc 
possessed merely a natural aptitude for war;” and that others, of whom 
the world has hitherto been mMsustomed to think favourably, have scarcely 
earned its praise.* 

So far we have written under the influence of profound sorrow, not un- 
mixed with mortification ; for it is truly distressing to contemplate the dili- 
gence wjfh which an accomplished and able historian has laboured to detract 
from the high character of his work. Had Colonel Napier succeeded in 
mastering this single endhiy toyhia own ^eatness, — ^had he overruled his pre« 
judices, given somewhat more of kiii&ness to his general tone, and where 
he could not praise, abated as far as possible his censure, he would not have 
lowered the station of his performance one iota, while he would have 
gained* for it a far more extended approval than it ever can obtain, even 
among such ns give implicit credit to its assertions. It is a great mistake 
to suppose, that the truth of history may not be preserved, yet contempo- 
rary feelings spared. There are many delicate ways of telling men tnat 
tliey are not heroes, besides the blunt statement delivered in its plainest 
terms ; we wish for his own sake, not less than for that of others, that 
Colonel Napier had selected any one of them. 

The portion of the war embraced within this third volume, extends from 
the autumn of 1800 up to ilie month of June 1811. Of tho three liooks 
which compose it, the first (the IX.) and a part of the second, are occupied 
entirely with a detail of the operations in difi'erent provinces of Spain. The 
marches and skirmishes, the attacks and defence of posts in the Asturias, 
Crallicia, Arragon, Catalonia, ^fcc. are all described with characteristic force 
and perspicuity, wliile full justice is done, in more than one instance, to tho 
gallantry and skill even of tho Spaniards. We notice tliis part with tlie 
more pleasure, because Colonel N apier has been acciised,(most unjustly as wo 
know,) of underrating the exertions of the people of tho Peninsula in their 
own cause jphut w o cannot pause to do more, — for the defence of Portugal 
calls for all our spare time and space. 

Tho readers of Colonel Napier’s History will recollect, that the second 
volume closed with a brilliant des4;riptioi» of the battle of Talavera, and a 
summary of the retrograde movements consequent on that battle. Bv this 
proceeding, forced upon him hy the imbecility .and misconduct of his Allies, 
the British General separated himself entirely from the Sjiariiards ; and after 
resting his overwrought coluinns^for a space along the banks of the Gua- 
diana, assumed more heiilthy cantonments in tlib north-eastern portion of 
Portugal. Here he employed himself during the winter months in arrang- 
ing those gigantic plans, on the accomplishment or frustration of which the 
fate ofJSurope maybe said to have ^depended. He demanded such rein- 
forcements from homo as should enable him to take the field with 30,000 


British troops ; he required that full authority over the military force of 
Portugal should be given to him ; and he insisted tlpit sudi orders as ho 
should find it necessary from time to time to jssue, should be obeyed both 
by soldiers and civilians. It was not without a great deal of difficulty, and 
after repeated exercise of that firmness which forms so marked a feature in 
, his intellectual portrait, that Lord Wellington succeeded in .obtaining a 
' ^compliance with these requisitions. The British Cabinet, indent 
.c^ra to the extent of its disposable means, both with men 'and n^iey, 
,.f <^)u»ugh the unhappy expedition to Walchoren had reduced both to a low 
; but Portugal, a prey to faction, and scarcely true to herself, endea- 
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vo^red to 6va4e the visim of hor defender. In end,, however, the in- 
fluence of Lord Wellington pieiwUed, and he wae noniuiwy ondowM with 
full authority over both the iffiny and tlie people. 

}t was high time that the British Gtoerai should Ijp placed in such a 
tttuation, as would leave him something like free scope for the' exercm of 
his great military genius. Napoleon, victorious in Germany, was oaily 
pouring into Spain. fresh corps, — while the Spaniards, I'eaten at all points, 
presented nowhere a point of resistance, beyond that which a few detached 
partisan and Guerilla bands might be able to offer. Lor^ Wellington was 
not ignorant of all tills. He saw the storm gathering, aniT thougli it was of 
course impossible to anticipate where it would first burst, he.took the most 
effectual steps for opposing it, let it come whence it would. While liis mixed 

H of British and Portuguese watched, in several divisions, along the 
r4ine, he himself marked out, and set a multitude of people^ to work 
upon, the entrenchments at Torres Vedras, well aVare that there was no 
position more in advance of Lisbon which coiUd be lung maintained against 
superior numbers, and equally satisfied that there, with the sea open to 
him, , he could defy the whole power of France. At the same time, roads 
of ‘.communication were formed, bridges constructed, and every facility 
afforded for the simultnneous ^movements of the divisions, so soon as the 
enemy’s dispositions should rcftider such a measure necessary ; and both 
Ciudad llodrigo and Almeida being stored and prepared, it remained only 
to w&it the issue of events in patience. 

The tale of Massena’s gathering, and of the attack and defence of Ciu- 
dad Rodrigo, has been too often told to require repetition here. Let it suf- 
fice to say, that Colonel Napier, by the vigour and originality of his descrip- 
tions, has continued to invest it with fresh interest, and that be has cleared 
up more than one point, which wais heretofore involved in a good deal of 
mystery. But the following description of an affair which took place soon 
alter tiic city fell, is a gi*eat deal too striking to be omitted^ The reader 
will probably recollect, that while Rodrigo held out, Gen. Oawfurd, wdth 
the light division, was posted as far in advance as the further bank of the 
Aaava/ When llodrigo fell, Crawfurd retired a couple of miles to the 
wood of Alamedas, from whence he shortly moved, after a delay of some 
days, skirmishing all the way, to another wood near Foit Conception. He 
had received positive orders not to hazard a battle, but to witli^yaw behind 
the Coa 8t> soon as the enemy should threaten ; but Crawfurd was an obsti- 
nate man. Having braved Massena hitherto, he could not brook the idea < 
of flying before him, and here, with something less than 3000 men, he ven- 
tured an encounter with live times his own numbers. We give the descrip- 
tion of that battle in our author’s energetic language. 


couhat of t^e coa. 

• c 

Grawfurd*tt whole force under arms iKinsisted of four thousand infantry, deven 
hundred cavalry, and six guns, and his position, one mile aud a half In length, 
extended iu an oldiquo line towards the Ooa. The cavalry pickets were upon the 
plain ill fais front, his right on some broken ground, and his left resting oci an iiii- 
ftiiiidied tower, eight 4iundred yards from Almeida, was defended by the guns of 
fiiat fortress ; but his back was on the edge of tlie ravine forming tlie channel of 
file Cob, and the bridge was more than a mile distant, *in the bottom of the diasm. 

<< A stormy night ushered ii^tbe 24th of July. The troops, drenched with rain, 
were under arms before dav- light, expecting to retire, when a few pistol-shots in 
foUowefi by order for the cavalry reserves and the guns to advance, gave 
of the tjujstny’s approach ; and as the morning deared, twenty- four thousand 
Ske thousand cavalry, and thirty pieces of artillery were observed 
beyoo^||m Turones. The British line was immediately contracted an^, 
of the ravine; but meanwhile Ney, who had observed 
.Crai^urd^iliB^ came down with the stoop of an e^le. Four thouiMM 
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horseoim uid a powerful artillery swept the {tela. The allied cavalry gave bade, 
and lioiaon's division coming up at a charging pace, made' towards the centre and 
-left of the position. ^ 

While the Fren^ were thus pouring onward, several ill-judged changes were 
made on the Knglisli side ; part of the tro(»ps were advanced, others drawn bade, 
and the 43i:d most unaccountably placed wiUiiii an enclosure of solid masonry, at 
least ten feet high, rituated on the left of the road, with but one narrow outlet 
about half-inusket shot down the ravine. While thus imprisoned, the bring in 
front redoubled ; the cavalry, the artillery, and the cagadorcs successively passed by 
in retreat, and thcashai-p clang of the 95th ride was heard along the edge of the 
]»lain above. A fmv moments later, and the 43rd would have been surreunded ; 
blit that here, as in every other part of this field, quiedeness and knowledge of 
the battalion otlicurs remedied the faults of the general. One minute sufliced 
loosen B^e large stones, a poweriul effort burst the enclosure, and the regiment, 
reformeclin column o( companies, was the next instant up with the riflemen ; there 
was no room to array the Tine, T\p time for any tiling but battle; every captain car« 
ried off his company as an independent body, and joining as he could with the 95tli 
or 52nd, the whole presented a mass of skirmishers, acting in small parties and^ 
under no regular command ; yet each confident in the courage and discipline ot 
those on his right and left, and all regulating their movements by a common dia^ 
cretion, and keeping together with surprising vigour. 

“ It is unnecessary to descrilie tlie first burst of French soldiers. It is well known 
with what gallantry the officers lead, tvith what vehemence the troops follow, and 
with what a .storm of fire they waste a field of battle. At this moment, with the 
advantage of ground and numbers, they ivere breaking over the edge of the ravine, 
their guns ranged along the summit, played hotly ivitU grape, and their hussars, 
galloping over the glacis of Almeida, i»oured down the road, sabring every tiling in 
their way. Ney, desirous that iMontbruii should follow this movement with the 
whole of the French cavalry,, and so cut off the troops from the bridge, sent five 
officers in succession to urge him on, and so mixed were friends and enemies at the 
moment, that only a few guns of the fortress durst open, and no courage could have 
availed against %uch overwhelming numbers. But Montbnm enjoyed an indepen- 
dent command, and, as the attack was made without Masseiia's knowledge,^ he 
would not stir. Then the British regiments, with singular intelligence disci- 
pline, extricated themselves from their perilous situation. For falling back slowly, 
and yet stopping and fighting whenever opportunity offered, they made thoir way 
through a rugged country tangled witli vineyards, in despite of their enemies, who 
were so fierre and eager, that even the horsemen rode in amongst tlie enclosures, 
striking at tne soldiers as they mounted the walls or scrambled over tlie rocks. 

As the retreating troops approached the river, they came upon a more opea 
space ; but the left wing being harder pressed, and haying the shortest distance, 
arrived while the bridge was still crowded and some of tbc right wing distant. Ma- 
jor McLeod, of tlie 43rd, seeing this, rallied four companies on a hill just in freut 
of the passage, and was immediately joined by a party of the 95th, and at the some 
time, two other companies were posted by Brigade-Al.i.jor Rowan, on another hill 
flanking the road, tiiese posts were thus maintained uplil the enemy, gathering in 
great numbers, made a second blrst, when the companies fell back. At this mo- 
ment the riglit wing of the 52nd ivas seen marching towards the bridge, whioli was 
still crowded with the passing troops ; M^licod, a very young man, but with a natu- 
ral genius fur war, immediately turned horse round, called to the troops to fol- 
low, and, taking off his cap, rode with a shout towards the enemy. The suddenness 
of the thing, and the distinguished action of the man, produced the effect he 4fh 
signed ; a mob of soldiers xushed after him, cheering aiidydiarging as if a wh^^ 
army had been at their backs, and the enemy’s skirmishers, astonished at 
unexpected movement, stopped short. Before theyTould recover frpm theb 
prise, the 62nd crossed the river, and M^I^eud, following at full ^;ii0l^,g9iil6d 
other side alB<\ without a disaster. ^ 

^ As the regiments passed the bridge, they planted themselves 
the side of the mountain. The artillery drew up on the summitf and 
were disposed in iiarties on the'roads to the right, because two miles the 

stream there were fords, and lieyoiid them the bridge of Costello Bom, and it 
to be apprehendcMl that, while the 0th corps was in front, the reserves, and adM- 
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sion of Uie 0th corps, tli/en on the Atfoeda, might puss .at those places ij^4 get be- 
tween, the division «and Celerico. Tlie river was, howler* rising ihst from the 
rains, and It was impossible to retreat farther. 

**' The French skinnisliers, swanning on the right bank, opened" a biting fire, 
which was returned ns latterly ; the artillery on both sides plaV^ aci'oss the ravine, 
the sounds were repeated by numberless echoes, and the smoke, rising slowly, re- 
solved itself into an immense arch, spanning the whole chasms and sparkling with 
the whirling fuzes of the dying siiells. The enemy gathered*^ast and thickly ; his 
columns were discovered forming behind the high rocks, and a dragoon was seen to 
try the depth of tfie stream above, but two shots from the r)2uj:' killed horse and 
man, and the carcases, floating between the liostilo bands, showed that the river 
was impassable. The monotonous tones of a French drum were then heard, and 
another instant, the head of a nohle column was at' the long narrow bridge. A 
drummer and an officer in a splendid uniform, leaped forward together, and the 
whole rushed on with loud cries. The depth of the ravine at first deceived the 
soldiers’ aim, and two-thirds of the passage was won ere fin English shot had brought 
down ail enemy -4 yet a few paces onwards the lute of death was tracofl, and tlie 
whole of the leading French section fell as one man ! Still the gallant column 
. ^'pveaMd forward, but up foot could pass that terrible line ; the kilM and wounded 
rdkd together, until the heap rose nearly even with the parapet, and the living 
mass behind melted away rather than gave back. 

The shouts of the British now rose loudly, but they were confidently answered, 
and, in half an hour, a second column, more numerous than the first, again crowded 
the bridge. This time, however, the range was better judged, and ere half the dis- 
tance was won, the multitude was again tom, shattered, Aspersed, atid slain ; ton 
or twelve men only succeeded in crossing, and t(M)k shelter under the rocks at the 
brink of the river. The skirmisliing was renewed, and a French surgeon cmniiig 
down to the very foot of the bniige, waved his handkerohief and comnieneed dress, 
ing the wounded under the hottest fire ; nor was his appeal unheeded ; eveiy musket 
turned from him, although his still undaunted countrymen were preparing for a 
^ third attempt. The impossib^ity of forcing the passage was, however, become too 
apparent, and this but effort, mi^e with feebler numbers and le*'s energy, failed 
almost as soon as it commenced.” 

V 

Of the many and complicated movements which followed thi^ action, it is 
of course impossible for us to give even a meagre outline. We must refer 
such as are curious (and who is not?) to the pages of Colonel Napier’s 
work, where they will find the tale tdd with a degree of spirit and pcrsjii- 
cuity never surpassed and rarely equalled. For ourselves we must he con- 
sent to say, that the unfortunate capture of Almeida cunipelled Lord Wel- 
lington to commence his retreat towards the lines, much sooner than he either 
expected or desired; that the retreat was, however, conducted with the 
utmost regularity and order, — that Massena, deceived by the reports of his 
Portuguese partisans, took the only road in pursuit which could have hin- 
dered him from pressing the rear of the Britisli while in march, and hence 
that Lord Wellington was enabled to take up tho position of Biisacco, at his 
leisure, after being joined by Hill, and the divisions which had hitherto 
kept ground on the onposite side of the Tagus. Not that the British Gene- 
ral moved all this wmle upon a velvet carpet. On the contrary, the Go- 
vernment of Portuffal no sooner heai\l of his retrogression, than tHhy began 
as usual to damour and cabal, while the country people, rendered desperate, 
o^ljr half obeyed the edicts, which, though steri\ at the moment, proved in 
.t)ia..|Pnd the mean^ of their country's delivenmce. • Many mills were thus 
^^^^;i^nding, much corn aikd other provision^escaped destruction, and the 
j^Ary was surrendered to the. enemy only half a desert. 

of Se^. the headmost corps of the Allied army began to 
^ w 'pwtidn of Busacco* On the S4tb, the enemy appeared in foxoe, 
" . 'ASwi^innttihed .with the pickets in front of Mortagoa,— a movement which 
tindaM tb.e light division to fall back a few miles; and on the dSth, Craw. 
. .^fard b|id,ag[ain well nigh renewed the scene of the Coa, by hazardiirgf a 
V de|K^ato battle. Tlie cavalry ddpiidiers, indeed/ arefe already exebahjp^g 
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pi8tol-9hot9> when Lord WeiWngton suddeiily came up, and takUi^ the per- 
sonal command of the division, ordered it to retreat. Nor was there a 
moment to lose ; for the enemy, with incredible rapidity, brought up both 
infantry and guns, and fell on so briskly, that it required all the skill of the 
Generid, and all the steadiness of the 52nd and 95th Uiiles, to hinder the 
division from being forced into a serious engagement. A series of rapid and 
beautiful movements, however, a sharp cannonade, and an hour’s march, 
brought every thing in good order to the grand position ; while almost at 
the same moment, the opposite ridge was crowned hy the enemy’s masses, 
and the batterie8l)egan to play into the English ranks as they ascended thti 
height. MeauwhiJe Iloynier,* taking the left-hand route, along which a 
Portuguese battalion had retired, arrived at ^t. d^tonio de Cantara, in 
front ofjihe third ^division ; and belV>re three o’clock, 40,000 French infantry 
were embattled on t|)e two points, and the sharp musketry of the skirmishers 
2 irose from the dark-wooded chasms beneath. 

There were at this time not more than 25,000 of the Allies in line, and 
even of these large numbers were moving from place to place, with this 
haste whicli always accompanies the taking u» of ground not previously 
examined. Large intervals, moreover, showed tncmselves between the divi- 
sions, and the nature of the position, a ridge—not a table-mountain, —gave 
proof that few reserves could be concealed. Ncy, who marked all this, was 
eager to attack, lie sent off a dispatch to Massena, who remained a long 
march in the rear, with strong representation^ of the state in which matters 
stood ; but the Prince of Esling was not willing that any decisive step should 
he taken, till he was himself at hand to direct it. It was well for the Allies 
that Ncy’s wishes were not accomplished. Masseiia did not risach this point 
till noon on the liy whicli time the whole British and Portuguese army 
was ;issemblcd, and then it was too late to hope for success in any offensive 
operations, except by dint of superior daring and prowess. 

How the bfittlo of Busacco was fought and won, it is not necessary to de- 
scribe. It was a fierce and obstinate combat, but, from first to last^ the 
enemy struggled against disadvantages, and hence their loss exceeded ours 
by a proportion of three to one. Nevertheless, the ridge thus gallaiitly 
maintained, was of no value. Massena, filing to his right, was enabled to 
turn it, and as a necessary consequence the rctrc.'it w'as renewed. It was a 
melanchoi^movement ; for the army, as policy and real humanity required, 
swept hack with them towards the lines every living and dead thing that was 
valuable, and hence the columns were preceded and followed l)y, and not un- 
frequently intermixed with, crowds of wretched ouuntry people and droves of 
domestic animals. Meanwhile several dsuriiig exploits were performed hy the 
British corps, which Lord Wellington left to operate upon the flanks and rear 
of the enemy. Coimbra, after receiving 5000 .French sent into its hosiiitals, 
was surprised by Colonel Traiit,«nd all the invalids, with their guards and 
attendants, were made prisonA^. Frequent skirnfishes, moreover, took place, 
between the rear-guard of the English and the French advance ; and once the 
light division narrowly escaped a heavy loss. ' But at last the lines) which 
had been so long and so caremlly cor s^ructed, were entered ; the army halted 
on the plain below, and there was a sort of lull like that w'hich in the 
natural world follows, for the most part, the fury of the hurricane. ^ . 

We have spoken freely of the style which Colonel J^apier has dedme4;.it 
expedient to select as mosl^ impropriate to t^e expression of^his 
touching, the merits of Lord Liverpool’s Cabinet. It is certainly 
markable either for humility or candour, nevertheless we are. as 
vinced as hns, that nothing but the firmness of Lord WeUington s^ved 
Europe at this momentous crisis. Colonel .JSapier has, with more of jren^ 
rosity than judgment, endeavoured to set up a parallel between Lord Wel- 
lington and Sir John Moore. By all means. It is far, very far, from our wish 
to detract from the renown of the illustrious dead, whore memory we pro- 
foundly venerate-^but since our author has forced the^ask upon us, ve can 
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ooljr entmt any thinkinj^ man*-- we do not say any 8 oldiei: 7 -to contrc^ the 
tone .of. Wellington’s correspondence from the lines^,- with that of 
Moore at .msy^given period in hia public career. With the latter there was 
but one consideration, which never ceased to engross (.attentioin, namely, 
how are the British troops to escape.^ It^was the burthen of his song, 
that the cause was desperate^ that no reinfor^ments ought to be sent out, 
but that the means of transport should be provided, aSd held in constant 
readiness. . How different the language held by Wellington! No doulit 
he was too prudent to neglect any matter, or to leave out of his caleidb- 
tions any chance. He therefore provided amply for fiie worst, but in 
^rect opposition to the opinions of the ablest of his staff, ;snd almost in 
defiance of the'°Gover|niient 'at home, he insisted that the Peninsula might 
yet be defended. Wcmld the heroic Moore have acted thus,«^he who 
ordered back troops actually sent to him, , and desponded even when the 
Cabinet was most sanguine ? And here w.e csannot'but lament that Colonel 
Napier diould^ by an imprudent comparison,' force upon us and upon the 
Goy^p^y in general, .a remembrance of the one weak point in his -hero’s 
chaipaeter — his want of just confidence in himself. 

Our limits will not permit us to attempt more than a reference to the 
work itself, in regard to the nature of the lines, and to the proceeding of 
the belligerents during the period in which they were occupied. Both are 
admirably described, but especially the operations in Andalusia, tlie circum- 
stances attending the blocka<^ or Cadiz, the battle of Barossa, the series of 
blunders, and shameful cowfiraice which threw Badajoz into the hands of 
^ult. For ourselveii we cannot afford to turn our eyes one moment from the 
splendid pictiife which is given of the breaking up of Massena, at Santarem, 
and his subsequent evacuation of Portii^. Yet even here we must lay a 
violent restraint upon our own inclinations. Greatly as we could wish to 
follow, the historian march by march, we hold it impracticable to do so : but 
gratify the reader by transcribing for him the following spirited 
aecojy^iof the affair, or skirmw, at Sabugal. It was full of blunders from 
bqsffflitog to end, no doubt brought on needlessly, and absolutely defeating 
a wv&laia plan of the General in Chief. Yet it merits the high encomium 
bestowed upon it by Lord Wellington, that it was one of the most glorious 
actions that British troops were ever engaged in.” 

' COMBAT OF SABUGAL. 


The morning was so foggy, that the troops could not gain their respective posts 
of a^^ck with tliat simiiltpneoiis regularity which is so essential to success; and in 
the light division no lueastlltes were taken by Sir William Erskiue to put the 
oedumns in a right .direction : the brigades were not even held together, and he 
carried off the cavalj^ and the 3rd ca 9 adore 8 without communicating with Colonel 
Beckwith. This officer, who commanded the first brigade, being without any in- 
structions, halted at a ford to aw'ait farther' orders, and at that moment a staff 
officer rode up, and somewfiat hastily asked, wh^ he did not attack ? The thing 
appeared rash, but witli an enemy in Ids front he could make no reply, and in- 
stantly^ passing the river, which was deep and rapid, mounted a very steep wooded 
hill on the other aide. Four companies of the 9dth led in skirmishing order, and 
were followed''by ^ regiment ; but\be c^adores and the other brigade, being 
- in B^fnnent to the true point, were already distant, and a dark hea^ rain setting 
in rendered it impossible for some time to distinguish fijeuds or foes, lue attack was 
thus made too soon, fW, owing to the obscurity, upn e of the divisions of the army 
bed their respective p%t8. It was mMiralso in a is^al, disseminated, 
,Mff«».'««wgerous manner, and on the wrong pmnt ; for Reynfer's whole corps waa. 
dir^ly in front, and Beckwith, having only one bayonet regiment and four epm- 
pmm of riflemeSk, was advancing against more than twelve thousand Infantry, sup- 
ported by cavidry and artillery. 

Scarcely had the riflemen reached the top of the hiH, when a compact and 
a^pong body of French drove them back upon the 43rd ; thf^wpather cleared at that 
Ipstant, and Bedewridt at once saw and felt all hts diuig^ t but he met it with a 
bdait/lliat nothing could shake* lieafiing a fierc'e charge no beat back the enemy. 
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and the ^unmit of the hill was attained, but at the same moment t\iro Fi^neh 
opened with grape at Cie distance of a hundred yards, a fresh l>ody ap])earf!d in 
front, and considerable forces came on either flank of the r8giment;T Wtunately, 
ReynJer, littlif expecting to be attacked, had for the convenience of water, plac^ 
his prindpeJ masses in the low ground behind the height on whicli the action com- 
menced; his renewed attack was tfierefore up < hill ; yet the musketry, hmvy from 
the beginning, now intpreased to a storm ; the French spning up the acclivity with 
great <^inour, and it was evident that nothing but Uie most desperate fighting 
could save the regiment from destruction. 

<< Cant. Hopkins, Commanding a flank company of the 43rd, immediately ran out 
to the nght, and with admirable presence of mind seized a small eminence, dose to 
the French guns^and commanding the ascent up wlpch Freridt troops turning 
the right fla^ were approadiing. His first fire was so sl^>, that die assailants 
were thrown into c<mfusion ; they rallied and were again diso]^eted by the vollf ys 
of this company ; a misd tipio they endeavoured to form a hc^d of atta^ ; whcH 
Hopkins with a sudden chaige iiioredscd the disorder, and at the sagoe moment th^ 
two battalions of the 62nd regiment, whidi had been attracted by tlie fire, entered'* 
the line. Meanwhile, the centre and left of the 43rd were furiously engaged and^ 
wonderfully excited ; fur Beckwith wounded in the head, and with the blood stream- 
ing down his face, rode amongst the foremost of the skirmishers, directing all with 
ability, and praising the men, in a loud cheerful tone. 

The musket-bluets flew thicker and closer every instant, but tbeFrenidi fell fast, 
a second charge cleared the hill, a howitzer avhs taken, and the British skirmishers 
were eveu advanced a short way down the descend when small bodies of French 
cavalry came galloping in from all parts, and obliged them to take refuge with the 
main body of the regiment. The English line was instantly formed behind a stone 
wall above ; yet one squadron of dragoons surmounted the ascent, agd, with incre- 
dible desperation, riding up to this wall, were in the act of 6 ring over it with their 
pistols, when a rolling volley laid nearly the whole of them lifeleBs on the ground* 
By this time, however, a second and stron^r column of ihfiliitry had rushed u|r 
the face of the hill, endeavouring to break m and retake the howitzer wka 
on the edge of tlih descent nud only fifty yards from tlie wall ; but no maasjopqfld 
reach it and live, so deadly was the 43rd*s Meanwhile two EngBsti -jlimiis 

came into action, and the two battalions of the 52nd charging upon (£e 
the assailants, viiidir-nted the right of the division to the height. A squadr^ of 
French cavalry, which had followeil the columns in their last attack, then fell in 
amongst the .'j2nd men, extended as they w’ei’e from the circumstances of the action, ' 
and at first cri^ted considerable confusion, but it was finully* repulsed. 

Reynier, convinced at last that he had acted unskilfully in sending up his troops 
piece-meal, put all his resen'cs, amounting to nearly six thousand inf8i\,try witli 
artillery and cavalry, in motion, and outflanking the j|j[yision on its left, appeavi^ 
resolute to storm the contested height. But, at this dntical period, the fifth divi- . 
sion passed the bridge of Sabugal, the British cavalry appeared./i^ the hills heybnd 
the enemy's left, and Gen. Colville with the leading brigade of the third division 
issuing out. of the woods on Reynier's right, opened a fire on that flank, which in- 
stantly dciiided the fate of the day. '*The French general hastily retreated upon 
Rendo, where the sixth corps, which had been put in march when the first shots 
were heard, met him, and together they fell back upon Alfayates, pursued hr the 
English caMry. The loss of the allies in this bloody encounter, which did not 
last quite an hour, was nearly two hundreu killed and wounded, that a£ the enemy 
was enormous ; three hundred dead bodies were heaped together on the hill, the 
greatest part round the captured howitzer, and more than twelve humired w^Sze ^ 
wounded ; so unwise^ had Rhynier liandled his masses, an^o tnie and constant 
waft, the English fire. ^^^thougLAe principal causes qf this disproportion undoubt- 
edly was, first, the:3ie^rain wl^n gave the French only a partial view of *1110 
British, and second^ ttie^thick wood which ended near the top of the hill, leaving 
an open and expOseOTipace upon which the enemy mounted after the first attack ; 
yet it was no exaggeration in liord Wellington to say, that this Was one of the 
most glorious actionaj^ British troops were evi^engaged in." 

The affair of Sabi&^opccurred on the .3rd of April 1811, and was the last 
dcirmish of any impmrttoce in which Massena was involved, previous to the 
evacuation of rortugalt \ He was not followed beyond the position, but re^ 
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iirAtlnto .Vttutokiments in and ftroumd SalamatiMi^ hayiiig:< kat dL^rM(Bd-thirty ^ 
thooatod men 8in«e he quitted that city less than a year be^ne. ' - 

Bay3%^th^^«ffect;ed that which to otiiers it af^eaied iftciedk^^raA 
and vain to attempt/^ Lord Wellington .lost ,iio''timeih ,0ee|d^ to lemodjr 
the faultst»r others, ^s soon as the retreat, of Mimwna-veeitttty.asGeitaij^ 
ed, he had dispatched Marshal Beresford with a itrpuff 'eorpa 'to. act on the 
banks of the Guadiana^ and to recover^df bcissible^ -th^fortresaes^.of Campo 
Mayor and Badajos. W^e will not folio wHhe, Marshal, in ^ls.inovement> 
partly because we have already exceeded tUp .space whjehf^e hlidaQotted:to ' 
ourselves^ and partly because we are unwilling^ to censuresf. whhdi 

have not once been recorded witliout extreme pain to ourselves. It is suf!!- 
cient kr our purpose if we say, that Beresforo, having surprised Montbrun, 
during the marcti of a convoy, and secured. Campo Mi^or, to(^ quarters 

S ' Elvas, where the materials necessary ESir further operations were collect- 
. The troops had, however, actually *{>ar4sed tfhe’Guadiana when Lord 
Wellington mmself reached Elvas, and something like a plan of campaign 
was arranged with Castanos and Blake. But there was no leisure granted 
for maturing this plan. Massena was again in movement towards the 
A^eda, for the relief, as was generally understood, of Almeida, and Loi’d 
Wellin^on harried back to observe him. 

Perhaps there iS no portion of this eloquent volume which the general 
reader Will peruse with inore^mtense interest than . that which describes the 
movements of the two armi^i^rior to the battle of Fiidntes d’Onore, during • 
the progress of tlpt battle, hnd subsequent to it. We would not' willingly 
take away fqun hj^delight by spoiling, in an endeavour to abridge, a narra- 
tive so beautiful ; but w'e must, as a specimen of the remainder^ transcribe 
pur autHpr's description of an affair^ not less brilliant than any throughout 
...Abe war. Colon^^ Napier is spcal&ing of a critical moment, when thp' 

' miaiilyV^sttperior horse had borne down our feeble cavalry, and the iiifantty ' 
st6od upon a plain^ exposed to all their fury. ** 

• people, being tbSs entirely exposed, were charged stronglv, and 

ay's horse-artfUefy ivW cut off and surrounded. Tlie light divi.sHni iii- 
sfaAiLy threw itself into squares, but the main body of tlie Frenrli horsemen were 
upon the seventh j^ivtsion, ere a like formation could be effected : iievcrlbeless the 
' stopd Arm, and, although some 'were cut down, the Chasseurs Brituiiniq'ues, 

^ taki^ ^i^n^ge of'ft loose w^l, received the attack with sudi a fire (hat tlie enefuy 
' rmpil^l ^Immediately after this, a great commotion was observed amongst the 
, l^jwch '^qiiadTOus ; meu and officers closed in confusion towards one ]>i>iut where a 
'iB^^dust was rising, and^||^ere loud cries mid tlic sparkling of blados and fiasliing 
,'C^^toIs, indi&tpfesomc mraordiiiary occurrence. Suddenly the mnUitudewas 
'viblentiy agitated^n English shout arose, the mass was rent asunder, aiifi 
Rarasay burst forth at the head of his battery, his horses breathing Arc aud^strek^^ v 
ing like greyhounds along the plain, his gu^s bounding like* tliiiigspile.no weight, - 
and the mounted gunners 4a close and cumpaet order protecting th^^rear. But' 
wjple this brilliant action was passing in one part, the enemy were making progress 
in the wood, and the English divisioqi being separated and the right ^'ing turned, 
it abundantly evident that the battle w'ould soon be lost, if the original posi- 
tion was not inun^l^tely regained.’* * ■ 

** W^ith thif extract wc shall conclude our notice of a volume, than which we 
again declare, thqt . we have met with none in any l^guagetmore full of 
beauties, and v0f few, we ^ieve to add, soJMgurej|^^^ faultg. We brouk 
thus abruptly, because were we to proMK furln^pB must necess&ly 
upon the delicate ground of *^Albuera*8 strlfe/Pnllgect not only open 
' to mu<m and violent controversy, but not yet, as farX^p know, fairly ea&- 
plained. That the battle cosMear, all parties are agre j^^jn d that the victoiy 
was as much owing to the sARborn valour of the troops, as to the 

' skill displayed by their leaders in handling thcid«nEthe officer in com- 
mand has never denied,— but how far Lord Bereeffl^tjes open to the viq^ 
lent charges brought against him by Colonel we are not prepared * 
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to say. We gliraii to underotandi liowovor, tliat Ua ‘Lordship is evsn 
now proporidg A snitemant in reply to that of ovr anthor. 

There is too^mueh msnliness la the diaracter of Colonel Napier to permit 
usAo doubt that he i^Ui interpret oar observations in the spirit of justice 
and ddty which prompta titOio* It may be even uaeful to him to know that 
we repreitent upon thu subject the feelings and opinions^af a large portion 
of his brother ioldier8> It Isj we need not say, infinitely more agreeable, as 
well as habitual to ns, to sweH his well-earned trophies, by adding our deep- 
felt tribute to his euinailt merits as a writer — a soldier— end a man. 


• ^ 

Captain IIall’s Fraobiunts of Voyages and Tuavels.* 

Tms book is modestly rccoinincnded by tlio author to the use of young 
porttona but we believ** that few persons of .my a^e, however oclvanced, 

will peruse it without beiiifif coiiseioiis of n salutary npico of admonition 
silently ])enctrating to some distempered corner (»f their hciu*t, and correct- 
ing a latent evil, It evinces throughout a delicate perception of the con- 
sequences of our conduct as it regards the feelings of others, wliich hears 
more particularly upon the duties of the higher -itotions of life. 

To persons in power, its ptiges arc a veliicle of important hintb and judi- 
cious advice ; while to the young and buhordinate, instruction is convoyed 
through the fascinatiug medium of lively ndrrailve and interestinif adventure ; 
thub insensiUy implanting in youthful minds the seeds of good feeling to 
ripen with profit to their future caredr, hy inculcating' Uie maxim, that 
sound principle is the only true guide to honour ; and that nine-tonthe of 
ouir success depends upon ourselves. On this account we hope that no yoiu^ 
gentleman wlU hereafter enter public life without having read these )rQ- 
lumes ; osneciolly, if ho be intended for a place of constituted authority* In 
the rase or parents having so great an objection to their sons imbibing a taste 
for the sea, as to withhold the History of Robinson Crusoe from their pernsid, 
we would recommend them to keep back this book also, as we fear it 
like that bowitghing history, derange their plans, by giving the young gei^ 
tlemeo a relish for salt water. 

Capt. Hsill's refutation of the hackneyed assertion, that school days are 
happiest time of lifr^ will find a ready welcome in heart of every s(didol« 
boy ; for schoolboys are seldom so wcU satisfied with the indispensable dle-> 
eij^ne of this sta^ of life, as not to sigh for their emancipation ; and-pant 
wnfa eagme hope for that dehghiful period when their minds, as well as limbs, 
shall be free'M air, and tlie world w^h all its pleasures be spread out before 
them. To the fallacy of this oM-fashioiied notion ihe c.in speak fromT ex- 
perience, and wo can add our testimony tiiat Capt. Hall is not the only 
thoughtful «ihool-boy who h:is exclaimed) If it is certain that my future 
life is.to l)p more wretched than this, which is now bo full of misery* what, 
alas 1 18 existence worth and who has round himself (igreeably diilkppoint- 
ed in after life. For the benefit of our pensive young friends, we shau quote 
our author's sentiments on this subject. 4,11 

<< In this terrified mii^" I dived into vari&us other ^mrks, hut, to my 

sorrow, Tory seldom any thing of a more oonMlatory nature. Nor was >t 

till many years* trial wear and tear of actual life, that I came to lefucn the 

fallacy of most of thes^ppertious respecting the comparative happiness of sriiool ; 
and to feel assured, thM&a whole, or nearly the w^le matter, lies essentially with 

* Fragments of Vd^jlkMiiid Travels, including Anecdotes of a Naval Life ; 
chiefly for the use of yonn^^persons* By Capt. Basil Hall, R.N. 
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ottmdvev} tlnoe^ in any situation in Ufa, the amofcint of oor happinm will be found 
to beaTy in the long ruoy a ptetty exact ratio to the heaittness with which we per- 
fenn oor^duty.*' 

FnUy conourring in the truth of these observationsy we shall only add, 
that the first step towards that hearty performance of duty which will pro« 
duce the desired result, is to get dear of the undue ^are for, and estimation 
of pelf, which is too apt to be fostered by the fondness of friends at home, 
and to learn to feel what is due to those about us. 

Our author thinks that a great advantam to discipli^ is derived from an 
officer’s being disposed tq look at the bright side of every thing. His views 
on this subject are well stated, and are illustrated by an anecdote of Lord 
Nelsony which is new to us, and which gives a gqpd exposition of* the distinc- 
tive diameters of that officer and of Lord St. Vincent. 

• 

** This desire of discovering that things are right, accompanied by a sincere wish 
to SKptess that approbation, are habits which, in almost every situation in life, have 
the bmt possible meets in practice. They are vastly*more agreeable, certainly, to 
the superior himself, whether he be the colonel of a regiment, the captain of a 
ship, or the head of a house , for the mere act of approving seldom fails to put a 
man's thoughts into that pleasant train which predispobes him to bo habitually 
pleased, and this frame of mind alone ebu*ntially helps the propagation oi a similar 
dheerfiilness amongst all those who are about him. It requires, indeed, but a very 
little experience of soldiers sailors, children or servants, or any other kind of 
dependants, or even of companions and superiors, to show, that this good-humour, 
on the part of those whom we wish to influence, is the best pobsible coadjutor to 
our schemes of management, whatever these may be. The approving system is, 
also, beyond all others, the most stimularing and agreeable for inferior to work 
under. Instead of depressing and humiliating him, it has a constant tendency to 
snake him think well ^ hlmsm, so long as he is usefully employed ; and a« soon as 
this point Is gained, but seldom before, he will be in a right fratne of mind to think 
well of others, and to look with hearty zeal to the execution of his diity. All the 
boribena of labour are then lightened by the conviction that they are well-directed ; 
and, instead of his severest tasks being distasteful, they may often, under the 
riieering eye of a superior, who shows himself anxious to command what is right, 
become the most substantial pleasures of his life. 

I need scarcely dwell longer on this subject, by showing thatjanother material 
advantage of the approving pnwtioe consists in the greater certainty and better 
quality of the work done by willing hands, compared to that which is criisbed out 
A people by force. No man understood this distinction better than Lord Nelson, 
'who acted uppn i % uiiifdrtnly,— with what wonderful succcsh, we all know# Some 

was discnssfllg this question with him one day, and pointing out the eminent 
success which had attended the opposite plan, foQoncd by another great officer, 
liord St. Vincent. 

Very true,' said Lord Nelson, < but ifl ca^ where he used a hatchet, I took 
a penknife.’” 

The following observations nearly connected with the foregoing, ore just 
and valuable. 

I • 

It will readiljr be understood by any one who has attended much to the subject 
of discipline, and will be felt, I should think, more or less, by all persons who have 
been engaged pMSAally in the management of a hous^ a regiment, a ship, a shop, 
or any other ^wblishmenbin which distinotilpi of ragS and subdivisions of labour 
previdl, that nothing ever does, or can go on well, unlbss; dVer and above the more 
Iqgal anthority possessed by the head, he shall carry with hhn a certain amount of 
the good-will and confidence of those under him. « . « 

« * • 

In ordinary times, it is true,"lhe duty goes on pretty 4rill hi a ship of war, by 
the iffieer momentum of an established toutine. * * 

But in ^es of danger, when doubts and difiicultica wtf an officer, or protxactdd 
labours fatigue his crew, and untried resouroeii anfl nertions are called for fevery 
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moment^ it is disooyw^ that mere routine^ (though evea at such periods it does a 
great deal,) will not.^aocomplish all that is ^uired. The captain then finds out, 
often when it is too late, that unless motives of a more generous a‘ud stirring 
nature come ifito play Co give fresh vigour to the formalities of his discipline^ not 
only his own reputation, but some of the great ends of the public service, may be 
lost.” 

These quotations are sufficient to justify our opinion of the moral tendency 
of the book, as being^ peculiarly implicable to the duties of persons in the 
higher walks of professional life. We now come to our author’s opinions about 
pioinotion> wfaiM involve a slight dash of ^litics. Our agreement with him 
upon tUs suUjedt is net quite eo unqualified, asmpon that of his morals or 
di^pline. In the first pl^ we renounce the idea of mere Seniority being a 
criterion fer promotion, which is either just or conducive to the public ser- 
vice. Next, we agree, wkh every; body, that merit ought to be that crite- 
rion ; but those who have this cdmmon-place observation frequently on Iffieir 
tongue, forget that the judges of this merit, in whatever way constituted, 
must be men ; and that, they cannot, therefore, be divested id human par- 
tiality The question thus turns upon, what is the best method of control- 
ling that power by which promotion Is effected } We shall find this control- 
ling power referred to among the following quotations. 

Generally speaking, I think it is observable in. the service, tliat officers who 
are the most certain of getting on, are also among Ae most earnest in their endea- 
vours to justify, as far as depends ;upon themsrives, those acts of distinction by 
which they have been, or are still to be, put before older men, perhaps no less 
worthy of promotion.” 

We can only admit this with the limitation used in the preceding para- 
graph, namely, that of the partjr being ** a right-minded person,” and not ns 
a generid rule. ^ Wc make this limitation, more especially, because those 
who were most eure of getting on heretoforej^did not necessarily belong to 
families of high rank and liberal education ; but were sometimes promoted 
over other men who added that distinction to their being older and better 
officers. 

Again, , 

The opinion will hardly lie controverted, that persons who are the most gen- 
tlemanlike in tlieir habits of thought, in sentiment, and in manners, supposing 
their talents and opportunities alike, — generally speaking, make the best offioeni.'’ 

This serves to introduce us to Capt. Hall’s general views on these sub- 
jects.' 

I believe it will be found, that it is this, amongst many other reasons, whirii 
renders it of so much consequence tiP tlie well-being of the navy, and to the main- * 
tenance of its high tone of feeling and action, the qualities upon which, in the end, 
nearly all its value to the country will be found to rest — tliat we should encourage 
men of family^to enter the navy. It is not die mere possession of rank which gives 
efficacy to the services of such persons ; sinoa quite as good blood, for the ordinary 
purposes of daily business, might be found in profusion in the other walks of 
* society. But what is inffispensably reqnired in the naval profession above idl 
others,— if its present lofty station is to be preserved, — is noMilone great mental 
powers, or seal, or industry, or .^m^rience, or even gill these eottibin^, to any 
conceivable amount ; but the essemnri spirit, if I may so term it, of a ^ntlemon. 
This quality In the character of an officer, must, by some means or other, be made 
to predominate, and; as tt were, to exalt all the others. Without this, the navy 
would be nothing — or worse than nothing — it would, certainly, become ruinous and 
ffisgraoeful to the country.- 

In other pmfessiona.^bA^kifi claims to wliat is called liberality of object, 
.the same spirit is, undou^jBdlyi more or less required ; but in the navy ]%may well 
be said to be all in all. It would, perhaps, oceppy too murii space at present, to 
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say why this is naoeasariW the case ; but mo of the reasons siMis to be, that many 
of tholmpcvtant duties or a naval officer are, and ever must be, performed without 
iHtBMes, and often beyond the readi of scrutiny.** 

* t 

» j^d i^in, 

«« One of the duties of the aristocracy, and by no means tlieir least important 
fonctloD, is to keep alive this sacred nre, this quality (^ntlemanly spirit,) by 
whldi, after all, * Earthly power doth show likest God's.* .It is they, and they 
alone, who can (^ve a right tone to manners, by sotting the fashion in every thing 
which is true in principle, or practically wise in morals ant) in politics, and by 
encouraging science, letters, and the due arts, or otherwise contributing to soften 
the asperities of vulgar life.^‘ This is tlie true intent and purpose of a powerful 
aristocracy, and if Its obligations be duly fulfilled, its members execute a task not 
only of the highiSst possible utility to the country,' but one whl^h, for mifiny reasons, 
no other class has the means even of attempti^ig to perfomfi 

Let the scofiers at high rank and uneqii^ wealth say what they please, there 
can be no doubt, tliat since these are the obli^tions which time has fixed, no 
matter how or when, upon the aristocracy of this country ; so, in the main, the 
persons who compos that Older, actually perform, and, indeed, must alwi^s con- 
tinue to perform &eir duty, as long as the merciless scarcliings of our inquisitorial 
press, go^ed on by the vigilante and insatiable curiosity of public opinion, shall 
place ail its members, all their property, and all their proce^ngs in the fullest 
possible review before the world.’* 

Horn we have the eontroUing power which preserves, and which, we hope, 
may long preserve to us the valuable services of a high-minded aristocracy. 
We know what human nature is, and therefore know into what its privi- 
leged orders would rclanso, if the watchful scrutiny of an intelligent, and 
we may add, a high-minued public, were withdrawn. 

The same consideration of wiiat human nature is, teaches us most fully to 
^ee with Capt. Hall in estimating the value of an aristoci'acy thus promi- 
nently and honourably placed in a situation in which they are made to feel 
themselves called upon to stand forward as an example to their fellow-men. 
On this consideration we hail with pleasure Iho prospect of their being 
emancipated from the odium attached to the abuse of a power wliich could 
not constitutionally be called tiieir own. in applying these opinions on the 
eidvantageous influence which a well-principled and puhlic-spirUed aristocracy 
hiu upon, society, to their use in the navy, Capt. II<dl proceeds : 

^ Precisely what the aristocracy does on the great scale for the community at 
large, in maintaining at level the pure standard of national manners ; the 

introduction of a^'proportioiiato number of persons of good family into the navy, 
dees for that service in particular.'* 

With these opinions pro feel g^eneraHy disposed to concur, on the ^und' of 
the inferred benefit to the service at large, *not with the abstract view of fa- 
vouring a particular chiss ; and upon the proviso that jjiositive injustice to a?it/ 
party not the price of favour to another. The British Navy will continue, 
we trust, as heretofore, to produce from its subordinate stations, ^cn without 
other pretension^' than the will and the capacity to achieve the highest posts 
and dignities ; while it will still recc^lze, witli no less pride, those aspi- 
rants mr its honours, who ennoble hereditary* rank by personal and profes- 
sional de^rts. At what follows we may ba^owed, as old officers, to indulge 
a growl. “ 

But 1 have beard it said, why not put matters in this respect upon a fair and 
equitable footing ? If tills spriiikliiig of the aristocracy do good, as you say it does, 
to the spirit of the navy, why not let men of family enter the field on equal terma 
with the rest, and so take their chance with men of» bumble birth ? The sunplcst 
answer to this appears to lie, that as there is no method by wliich such pearsoiis can 
be impressed iuto the service, we |nu6t of necessity enter into some tacit kind of 
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^ompromipe, aiid agree to take them on the best terms for which we can enlist them 
as volunteers.’* 

To this answeij^ that if such compromise be necessary, it is a necessary 
evil : the necessity, however, seems to be clearly made out ; and we must 
say, that w'O would nut forego the advantage of having the arirtocracy of the 
land among us, to get clear of the evil ; and, what is of more consequence 
than the feeling of ^wling old officers like ourselves, we believe that the 
country would lose by having recourse to such an alternative. 

But, according to our recollection, officers were generally ver;^ liberal in 
regard to the prohiotion of their juniors who belonged to families of higli 
rank. The truly sore subject was, the promoticgi of men of low and vulgar 
habits ; sometimes, moreover, incapable of performing the duties of the sta- 
tion they^ad already attained. Ave can remember more tluui one instance 
of such persons even* boating of the borough interest by which they had 
received, or were about to reeeive^thoir promotion. VV^e have no disposition 
to grumble against former administrations ; the wonder is, how they found 
means to promote so inany officers who had no borough interest, hampered 
as the^ were by that overweening power, the undue and obnoxious exercise 
of which is, we trust, about to receive an effectusil check, without a still 
more mischievous violation of the spirit and forms of the established consti- 
tution. So much fur politics and promotion. 

We now turn to the more agreeable task of considering the amusement to 
be derived from this book. 

To us it brings back the days of our youth in all their freshness ; and wc 
cannot resist the feeling of being ourselves one of the mischievous party 
who stuck the tall of the tailor to the cable tier with handfuls of pitch, or 
tore their black handkerchiefs in pieces to put the Lieutensuits^ dogs in 
mourning for our poor friend Shakings !” 

If our partiality for those days does not blind us, wc think that the scenes 
in these volumes cannot fail to absorb the mind of every reader, although 
unacquainted with the localities referred to. This seems to arise from that 
power of true painting, that faculty which we admire so mudi in Sir Walter 
^tt, by whicn our author brings before us the actors in those scenes, with 
all the force of real presence. We suspect that not a few of Capt. Uall’s 
fair readers have laughed over the pranks of his midshipmen, and grieved 
when they i^.fiected tW ‘^by far tne neater number of these promising 
young men have found graves, some on land, some in the deep sea." 

The -same powers of description place before iis^.with wonderful trutli, the 
characteristic invasion, by the French, of Corenbion — a Galician village 
lying in a secluded nook within the great Bay of Finisterre. Of this remote 
spot, in connection with the Peninsular contest, few of us hiive ever heard 
before ; yet has the author constructed upon the scenes he witnelked there 
in the Endymion, an episode nwallening powerful interest, and produced 
stirring and faithful epitome the general war on the Peninsula. ^ 

With equal fidelity, spirit, and, we may even add, originality, Capt. Hall 
traces his recollections of tlie battle of Corunna, at which he contrived to be 
present tfS a shoregoing interloper. This description, we have heard from an 
officer who was present and recollects to Lave notice<f the Amateur Blue 
Jackets, conveys a striking^inipression of the general scene, and is. peculiarly 
i»ilculatcd to revive in the memories of its surviving actors, touching associa- 
tions of its glory and its gioottt. • 

Notwithstanding the superabundant details we alrcadv possess of this 
battle, we follow Capt. Hall with no common interest in his ramble among 
*^the deeping soldiers, piled muskets, and camp ecpilpage," and readily 
recall to our minds similar instances of the heartless and spirit-worn appear- 
ance of the men while the enemy remained still, and the quick return to life 
and animation when his movement gave promise of a battlo ; 1 saw these 
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In the details of the loss of His Miyesty's ship Atalante> off the harbour 
of Halifax in Nov. 1813, an admirable lesson oAdisciplrne and the force of 
example is judiciously presented to the junior ranks of the service. The con- 
duct of the commander, Capt. Frederick Hickey, like that of Sir Murray 
Maxwell under similar circumstancesi does honour to ^ the man, and exalts 
the character of his profession. 

The adventure off Rocknll** is made the most of, and is expertly inter- 
posed between familiar professional details, which it pleasantly relieves. 
\Ve observe that this chequering of his subjects is practise^ bv the writer 
throughout these volumes, i/ith much tact and effect. Thus, tor instance, 
he winds up his desultory labours with a most animated sketch of the chase 
and capture of a French privateer by the Endymion, fronP which we can only 
afford the following extracts. 

By this time, of course, every man and boy in the ship was on deck, whether 
it was his watch or not, even the marine officer, the purqer, and the doctor, left 
their beds — a rare phenomenon ! Every one was giving his opinion to his neigh- 
hour ; some said the shot went over her, some that they fell short, and the opinion 
that she was a witch, or the flying Dutchman, or some other phantom, was current 
amongst the sailors. Whilst the marines were clinking their flints, and preparing 
to give our little gentlemen a taste of the small arms, when within their reach. 
WUle things were in this anxious, but very pleasurable state, our foresail flapped 
slowly against the mast; a sure indication that the breeze was lulling. The 
quadruple rows of reef-points were next heard to rattle along the topsails, sounds 
too well known to every ear as symptoms of an approadbing calm. 

Not a mortal on board the frigate over expected to see the poor brig ag^in. 
What, dien, was our surprise, when the smoke blew swiftly past, to see tim little 
cooky gliding away more merrily ^han liefore ! As far as g^ ^discipline ’would 
'allow, there was a general murmur of applause at the Frenriimau's gallantry. In 
the next inatarit, however, this sound was converted into hearty laughter over the 
frigate’s decks, when, in answer to our thundering broadside, a single giin, a 
six- pounder, was fired from the brig's stern, as if in contempt of his formidable 
antagonist’s prowess.” 

Wq lament that our limits will not permit us to give the p'hole of this 
snirit-Btirring chase ; but we must leave room to give one more specimen of 
tlie generous and gentlemanly feeling which pervades the writings of Capt. 
Basil Hall ; — ^he is describing another chase. 

During the cliase, indeed, while our masts are bending over the sides, and we 
can scarcely walk the decks under the press of canvass: while we are banging off 
the bow-cHaser guns at the flying enemy, at whose gaff-end we can see tlie golden 
flag of Spain, yellow, red, yellow, with a fldhiiuf£ crown in the centre, fluttering 
before us, and telling a tale of bullion in huge bars, or cochineal in tmles, our whole 
thoughts and feelings are absorbed in the pursuit, and in the erection of castles in 
tile lur, out of the proceeds of the treasure close a-head, and all but grasped. By 
and by, the well-aimed six- pounder, flre^ from the forecastle, cuts away^the peak- 
hauly^s of the dune, and down comes his mainsail. In the next minute wo ore 
alongside of our prey. 

* #* • • 

The prize is hailed, with a ouery — * Where are you from ?* « La Vera Cru&* 
This answer, produces a loua expression of pleasure along the de^; but Is in- 
stantly hushed to have the reply of the next question — * What is your cargo ?* 

* Plata senor.* Which is echoed by a hundred voices ; and it Is not saying too 
much to suppose that the pleasure of that moment far exceeds any that attends 
subsMuent distribution, or even spending of the money. 

The boat is soon lowered down, sjud the Spanish captain, adth his papers^ 
brought on board ; upon which we learii that the. ship and car^p> are diiAy the 
property of an old Spanish merchant, who with his wife and family, are in the 
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vitnel, (n» tlieir return to Cadiz, after twenty long years of honest industry in the 
colonies. The next b^t brings the white-be^ed old gentleman and the ladies on 
board, calm and dignified under their calamity, according to the noble spirit of 
their country,- hlthoiiglt totally and irretrievably ruined. 

* * * • • 

It might savour of aflectation to declare, that T have seldom paid away a dollar 
of prize-money got in (his way, without its summoning up the image of some of 
these wretch^ groups of captives, whose grief forms such a deep contrast to the 
joyous expression of the light-hearted winners.’* 

The views of Ca]H. Hall as regards the management, habits, and comforts 
of honest Jack are practical and benevolent. sThey may be read with 
advantage by his younger brother officers. We shall close our remarks by 
observing that the ^irlt of self-devotion to the public good, and considera- 
tion for others while performing our own duties, which we find inculcated in 
these volumes, arc as afiplicabie •to*thc military as to the naval service, and 
as likely to be serviceable in a barrack as in a cock-pit. 

Since the foregoing jweiit to press, we find that the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Laws hsfcs been publicly conferred on Capt. Hall, by the University 
of Oxford. This distinction, as in the late instance of Sir Howard Douglas, 
may fairly, we think, be viewed and appreciated as a compliment to the 
United Service, thus honoured in the person of one of its eminent members. 
It shows that the bay on the brow of a senior or soldier may imply a double 
trophy, denoting him alike distinguished tarn Mart?, qttam Mereario. 

When the late Capt. Foster (then a Lieutenant) received the Copley 
Medal from the Royal Society^ that lamented officer went straight to the 
Admiralty, and mentioned the fact to their Lordships in the following terms, 

Hero is the symbol of the highest honour the Royal Society can bestow: 
it has been given to me for works 1 have done in his Majesty's Service— and 
I cannot but feel that the compliment is paid to the Navy at largo: — 1 have 
merely been th(fir instrument.^* There was truth and elevation in the 
sentiment. 


The length of the foregoing Reviews compel us to defer the continua- 
tion of our Critical Notices for the present month. 


QUERIES. 

1. Should not the towers built Hot defence upon sea coasts be termed 
Metella towers, and not, as generally written, Martella, and Martello ? 

2. Which is the proper word — shoal — school — scole — or sh)le^ as 
applied to a collection of fishes in the ocean, and differently written ? 

3. Whidi is the proper word for a« mountain widely ejects fire, &c. 
Volcano as is generally written, or V ulcano t* 

4. Jetty— jettie— or jutty— of those three words, D^ich is the most 

TM,. proper Tom Collius," is of frequent um aflaong the 

Alids and the aqilors in a man-of-war. Who was this said Tom 

Cdliiis? .j - 

6. What could have given rise among seamen to the strange idea of 
willing the ocean " David Jones’s locker?" Who was this said David 
Jones ? 

The name is evidently Welsh ; I may just add that from our Cam- 
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brian brethren not having any direct trade to the West India Isles^ 
the Ibicgroes were puzzled to class them among nations ; these sable 
gentry remarked that "Englishmen^ Prenchmen, ^Spaniavds^ dfc« &c. 

hab ship^ all hab ship but Welchman^ he no hab ship — Khi I warra 
sort of somebody dis Welchman ? — Cho ! he mus lib in bush like 
Neger ! ^ ^ ^ 

7 . Tell that to the Marines.** Whence this saying, and what is its 

Import ? ^ 

8. Why is the term messenger*' applied to the small cable used in 

heaving up the anchor ? Would not aider” have been more appro- 
priate ? ^ j 

9 . The origin of the expression among seamen/ fEir transitory airs of 

wind — Cai's^paw ?” ’ * * 

10. The Anglo-Americans of the United States in their journals 
generally write, reeved” the topsails, for .ree/ed” the topsails: 
Which is correct ? and, would not “ reft” the topsails, be more appro- 
priate than either ? 

11. What gave rise to the term “ Cat^kead” being applied to the 
timber-picce employed in lifting the anchor' to the bulwark ; Was it 
originally given arbitrarily by some shipwright, who thought proper to 
ornament the butt with the representation of a cat's head ? 

12. What is meant by the (inelegant) expression used in old voy- 
ages, (such as James's Voyage of Discovery, 1631,) of ‘‘ slinking fog ?’* 
Is the odour of any fog offensive to the olfactory nerves ? 

13. Spar-deck. * Whence this term applied to a deck loosely planked 
with fir, bamboo, split, d^c. ? a spar, according to the g*3nial acceptation 
of the term, being a solid stick, a tree shorn of its limbs, either rough, 
or otherwise shaped for use. 

14. The origin of the term caboose, or cuhlumse, in use for the port- 
able kitchen on board merchant- vessel s—->is it a corruption of ** Cook's- 
housc ?’* 

15. Why is the term companion” used to the screen and covering 
at the cabin hatchway, in merchant-vessels ? 

16. Is not the space in frigate-built ships called the '' steerage” 
misnamed as is also the ** gun^romn ?” Why were these originally 
eo named ? 

17- Which is the proper orthography — grapnel^graplin — or grap* 
pHngf (a small anchor.) ^ , 

18. "irhe term sheet” anchor, applied to the reserve anchor— why 
so called ? 

19. Gudgeon, or goosing, the metal eye of the rudder — s}re either of 
these words correct F if not, what word is ? 

20. Imprest ; the origin of this term used by our ** afectonate 

friends/’ when''«a charge is made upon the wages or pay of a naval 
officer ^ 

21. Kelson — Keelstone — are either of these the proper orthography 
for the upper part of a ship’s keel ? and whence the term keel ?*' 

Quaro. 
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GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE URITED SERVICE JOURRAT.. ' 

• 9 

Yeomanry Cavalry, 

Mr. Editor,— In the observations which 1 took the liberty of addressing 
to you, agd which appeared in your admirable Journal of May last, I regret 
that some expre^ions have given offence to one at least of your readers, who 
signs himself “ A Cavalry Captain.” I separated the subject under con- 
sideration into two parts ; the one relating to the regular service, all inter- 
ference with which 1 explicitly disidaimed ; the other relating to yeonianry, 
to which alone 1 adverted: wliether his remarks or mine most merit the 
character df unmeaning criticisms/* and sneering comments,” I leave 
others to decide. * • 

The “ Cavalry Captain” has idingled these two subjects together, for the 
purpose, as it would seem, of representing me as pronouncing a judgment 
upon matters of which h was an incompetent judge, and thereby exciting the 
esprit de corps of his brother regulars against a luckless wight of a yeoman, 
who should presume to. hazard an opinion ui>on the sublime mysteries of 
threes about/' and left shoulders forward.' Fie has^ also, though I trust 
unintentionally, quoted my words .as asserting that which I only put hypo- 
thetically. But now to the cliarges of this Cavitlry (hiptain.” 

The lines behind w’hicli I stand entrenched are — 1st, Th.at when yeo- 
manry officers are placed in line with their backs to their men, any irregu- 
larities which arise must be corrected by the non-commissioned officers on 
their flanks, or not he corrected at all. 2ud, 'fhat in the yeomanry, non- 
commissioned odlccrs arc not so competent to correct such irregularities as 
the commissioned officers. 3rd, That the usual unsteadiness of the horses 
of yeomanry officers renders them unable to move with that accuracy which 
is indispensable to enable the men behind them to preserve an unbroken line. 

The Cavalry Captain observes upon tlie first, “ Does he then forget, or 
is ho altogether ignorant of the fact, that whether troop officers are in iront 
or on the flank, still according to all regulations, whether old or revised, 
the dressing of the squadron when ordered to advance has invariably been 
to its centre i and for .an officer upon the flank of a squadron to call to the 
men fo dress toward him, or by his direction, would l>e a flagrant violation of 
tJie principles of Diindas, who so frequently urges the necessity of all dress- 
ing proceeding from that point to which the eyes of the men are turned, and 
which i%this case is of course the centre.” Now, Sir, to adopt the courteous 
language of the Cavalry Captain,” you will perceive at once how “ 
lous and ill-founded are the objections of our critic,” by remarking that ho, 
confounds, or does not understand the difference between a direction, oraer> 
or caution, given to his men by ^n oBicer on their flank, and ordering 
to turn their eyes toward him ; he seems to think it impopible that an om^r 
on a flank should he able to say “ eyes centre,” as easily as * eyes right. 
The essential difference consists not in the words he hiis to say, but in ins 
being able to see when to say them. This he can do wlmn he is on the 
flank : and this he cannot do when his back is turned towams his men. 

The " Cavalry Captain” next says, “ To dress the squadron its two 
flanks at the same time, on tile supposition that the squaAPon officer 
see anything of his men, because nis back is turned towards them, woiud 
have the effect of making him a complete cipher ; and frMuently of actually 
disjointing the squadron in its very centre, where of all places it oiight to ^ 
m<Jst solid and compact.” I said nothing about .'‘dressing from two flanks 
at the same time but I assert an uncontrovertible fact, that for the 
pose of correcting irregularities as they arise on the march, the ^mm^der, 
by having his back to his men, is “ a complete cipher ; and of this ciphering 
1 compltun. , 4 

U. 8, JouRK. No. 32. Joi.v J831, 2 n 
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The Cavalry Captain" endeavours to Ax a charge 0 / inconsistency upon 
the statement that the unsteadiness of the horses of yeomanry oliiceihi makes 
them less At than those of the regular cavalry for being placed singly in 
front of the lino, while at the same time I recommend, «that agreeably to the 
regulations of Dundas, the officers should be placed on the Aanks, where 
steadiness and correctness are of such exceeding importance/' Is it possible 
that, the experience of an old troop officer*^ shoul^ not have shown him 
that horses are generally more quiet in line, and abreast of other horses, 
than when sent out singly by themselves ? But even let that be granted, 
which is contraiy to fact, namely, that a horse unsteady in fwnt of a line, 
would be equally unsteady abreast of a line ; in the one case his unsteadiness 
disorders the whole squadron which is to follow him ; and in the other case 
the unsteadiness of his horse does not in tlie least affect it. 

The Cavalry Captain" assures us, that some regiments of ydomanry do 

go through u routine of complicated ms^nueuvres on* a Aeld-day performed 
in pedantic mimicry of regular cavalry," wlio yet, when marching home in 
high spirits at the encomiums of the reviewing officer, are grievously puzzled, 
officers and all, by having to pass an overturned waggon, where diminishing 
theb front, and again'increstsing it after tlie obstacle was passed, woi^d have 
obviated all the difficulty." 1 am as much opposed to the mimicry of the 
regular cavalry, and the fooleries of reviews, as tne Cavalry Captain and 
1 am extremely surprised at hearing it stated on such authority, that a regi- 
ment can go through complicated manoeuvres," and yet be unable to dimi- 
nisli and increase its front." It would seem as if the Cavalry Captain'^ 
was ignorant of the fact, that all manoeuvres whatever are nothing but in- 
creasing, diminishing, or altering the line of front. It is, no doubt, very 
presumptuous in a yeoman critic " to give this lesson in tactics to an ** old 
troop officer," but I, nevertheless, venture to assure him, that he has been doing 
nothing all his life of cornetcy, lieutenantcy, and captaincy, but extending 
and diminishing bis front, or ^ving it a new direction ; anej^tbis preparatory 
only to an advance, or a retreat, rerbaps, like the lady wfio on discovering 
that there were only two kinds of language, poetry and prose, found out that 
she had been speaking prose all her life without knowing it, the Cavalry 
Captain" may only just have learned that forming column, is diminishing a 
front ; and forming line, extending it. 

The Cavalry Captain" is pleased to give us a specimen of his wit, as 
well as of his powers of argument, hy a right merry and conceited descrip-i 
tion" of a Aeld-day on which the captains of troops of yeomanry were unable 
to wheel their squadrons into line, from not knowing their markers. But 
the wit and the argument are alike misplac'^d, from the Cavalry Captain*' 
having failed to show the only point in discussion, namely, how these cap- 
tuns ,who could not properly lead their squadrons when placed on the Aanks, 
would have been better able to lead th^ when placed in front. If he Ands 
any great source of mirth in seeing men spend time and labour to no pur- 
pose, he may rest assured that he wUl be mudi more gratlAed under the 
new regulations than under the old. 

Leamg all farther general arguments, 1 will now state a few facts which 
have occurred since the date of my last communication to you. troop of 
yeomanry has blen lately raised in one of the districts that was harassed 
by mobs last winter.^ None of the officers had .ever served before, and were 
lueeted for commission^ as is usual in such -cases, on account of their pro* 
party anAinAuence. A Captain of hussara who was badly wounded in the 
Peninsula, and has been ever sinoe on half-pay, and a major of cavalry, who 
served to the end of the war, both of whom reside in the neighbourhood, 
kindly undertook to drill, the troop. The officers fell in with the men; 
were placed on the Aanks of divistons; and no yeomaniy could perform 
better. As soon as the regiment was Completed, and an adjutant fresh from 
the line appointed, the task of drillibjr devolved uj[K>n him : this he did ac- 
cording to the new system, and;tke officers, were placed in front of the line. 
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) wns la^elr present at one of their drills ; the Wo officers who had ])re- 
viotisly drilled thein^ were on the ground also ; no men could perform worse, 
to the great mortification of those who had previously witnessed their cor- 
rectness. • • 

The commanding ofliccr of one of the largest yeomanry regiments that 
has yet been raised, and himself formerly in the hussars, and therefore pro* 
judiced in favour of th£ method there adopted, has recently issued orders for 
the regiiAcnt to he drilled according to the instriihtions of Dundas. 

The adjutant of a regiment of yeomanry who has just left the line, and 
who is very an\ious|to adopt the new method, acknowledged to me, that it 
will he impossible, unless he can get the horses of the officers as steady as 
those of the line. * 

This briygs me to the really insurmountable part of the difficulty. There 
is no portion of the* duties of cavalry, in wliic'h so great improvement has 
taken place in late years lis th^ liorseinnnship ; but whoever thinks that it 
will bo possible fur the yeomanry to approach in the smallest degree to the 
regiilar&i in this department, knows nothing of scientific equitation himself, 
nor of the description Af horses on which yeomen are mounted. If one of 
the regiments of Life Guards was mounted upon horses fresh from the yeo- 
manry, can any cav;ilry officer be so ignorant as to suppose that that regi- 
ment could perform as it now dties on field-days? Nay, farther; let the 
men he mounted upon 300 of the best hunters in Leicestershire, the result 
w'ould be the same. It is notorious, that using the term Hding in its scien- 
tific sense, there is no nation in Europe that rides so ill ns the English ; 
have their horses so badly set up ;*aiid so little in hand and at ready com- 
mand. Tiie difficulty of yeomanry in this respect is much increased by the 
absurd practice of having a pattern bit ; a practice quite iudefcnsible, unless 
a pattern mouth could he procured also. The evil effect of this is not felt 
so much in the regular cavalry, because the horses are always rode in the 
same bit, and may be habituated to it in time ; but the yeomanry horses are 
never rode in it except on the days when they are out on duty, and when 
the horses are, especially, unquiet owing to the noise, glitter, and irritation 
of the accoutrements. 

The necessary consequence of all this is, that yeomanry, not having their 
horses properly in command, will never preserve their line so perfectly ns a 
regiment of th^ line ; and 1 maintain, that an officer is in a better situation 
to correct irregularities as they arise in a place where he can see them, than 
in a place where he cannot. I am old enough to remember the time, 
although the ** Cavtdry Chiptain" may not be, when regiments were drilled 
according to the fancies of their several colonels. The Duke of York 
obliged them all to adopt the same system. The best parts of all their 
fancies were received after accurate considor<'iti> n. Sir ]>avid Dundas took 
up nothing from caprice or idle imitation; lii*^ rif^nlations were the result of 
experience, and grounded upon •scientific principles^ that the fai*ther we 
depart from them is for the worse, and tlio closer we adhere to them is the 
better, is the increased conviction of, 

* Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Field Officer oy Yeomaitry. 

The reputation of the TurVisli cavalry w'as entirely owing to iheir horse- 
manship, and not to their superior use of the sword, fa the lines before 
Ishmaei, the young Russian officers were very foifd of going out, in small 
parties, or singly, to challenge the Turks. Wherever the Russians were 
single, they were kivariably killed by the Turk, who always contrived to 
gain the left dank <»f his adversary, and which we know a horseman cannot 
defend; while on the other hand, when there were four or five Russians 
who would keep together in one unbroken hand, they were the victors; 
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The Twenty^-third Light Dragoons at 'falavera. 

Mr. Editor,— You aro right in saying that Colonel Napier lias given 
short measure of praise to the 23rd Drag[oons for their conduct at Talavera/’ 
Victor Duke de Belluno was not so parsimonious of hi^ praise/ when he sent 
his aide-de-^mp to the officers of the 23rd who were taken prisoners, and 
** told them that he wished to see the men that made so daring and success-i 
a charge;” and after sevei^ compliments on th^ir gallantry, sent his 
aide-de-camp to ^nduct them into good quarters at Castel Legos, with an 
intimation, that if they would write a letter to Sir A. Wellesley, request- 
ing to be exchanmd, it should be forwarded by a truce : which 

was 'done. Gen. Villatte was equally complimentary, and so were a great 
portion of the French geiferal officers, who came to see what sort of people 
the 23rd could^ be, who would dare to burst through the invincible column : 
they thought it must be the effects of aguardente, Vitetor's Aide-de-camp 

(Capt. O. G m) told one of the 23rd officers; while conducting him to 

Castel Legos, that the General was never so much astonished as at the 
daring and desperate charge made by the 23rd j in fact, that the fighting on 
that day exceeded any thing he had ever seen beffore; that the English 
fought more like lions than men, and that their conduct throughout was 
above all praise, but that of the 23rd was never equalled. During the three 
days that the officers were at Castel Legos as prisoners of war, with a very 
slender guard, indeed almost nominal, they were treated by Gen. Villatte 
with the utmost kindness. He sent dinner to them from his own table, with 
abundance of wine. His Aide-de-camp and brother-in-law, Capt. Cholet, 
visited them twice each day, to see they^ wanted for nothing, and two and 
sometimes three surgeons visited them (by order) twice a day to dress their 
wounds ; in fine, the greatest possible kindness and attention was shown to 
them, and when their escape on the night of the 31st of August was easily 
effected, if not connived at, as the French retired without insisting on the 
officers being taken away, dthouffh carts had been provided, they pleaded 
the badness of their wounds, whicfi was taken as excuse sufficient to bo left 
behind. A great portion of what is above stated can be vouched for by the 
three senior officers of the 23rd, who are still happily alive, and it woula not, 
and could not, be denied by Victor, Villatte, and many other generals of the 
h rench army and their staff who are still alive, and are certainly more ready 
to admit merit in the English army than the English are thqmselves- The 
writer could furnish many anecdotes connected with the transaction, that 
would convince Gen. Victor and his staff that he knows all about it. 

Any use you may choose to make of the above is at your service, and to 
Piit It Into any form you may please; but never let it be denied that the 
23rd charged through the French column— that still can be proved beyond 
aJtl doubt. 

t An Old Talavera Man. 

•• 

^ Yacht Clubs and Bcgaltas, 

Mr. EpiTOR,-rThe writer of an article headed “ Yacht Clubs and Regat- 
tas,” Vhich appeared in the Maf Number of your excellent 'Journal, in ' 
enumerating those regattas which are, os he asserts, conducted a idteral 
and eoFtensive regfe,” altogether omits that of. Cork Harbour, and would, I 
presume, lead your readers to believe that, the regatta at Cove is conducted 
on less liberal principles, *br is less extensive than those of Cowes, Dublin, 
Belfast, and Plymouth, which are honoured by his notice. This indirect 
reproach upon the oldest Yacht Club in the United Kingdom,* and upom^ 

* The Cork Yacht Qub is of greqt antiquity, and there are no records extant 
/Ao show the exact period of its foundation. We are in possession of a book con- 
^ning the rule%. of the original estahlisbmqnt, called The Cork Harbour Water 
Club,’* which was printed in 1720; but the Club was no doubt founded previous 
to that period. ^ 
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regatta/which, to say the leasts is not inferior to any of those that have 
been enumerated, is so unjust, that I trust you will give a place in your 
pages to the following short statement of the principles upon which the Cork 
Harbour Regatta has been hitherto conducted, and of the prizes which have 
been offered by the club for the last two seasons. 

1 must first premise, that unlike the exclusive regatta at Cowes, where 
yachts belonging to t)te Royal Yacht Club only can contend for the prizes, 
(this was also the case at Portsmouth and Plymouth until last season,) the 
Cork Harbour regaUa has always been open^to gentlemen’s yachts from any 
part of the Cnited Kingdom. That no military precision is exercised with 
regard to the time of entrance or starting ; so that a visitor, delayed by ac- 
cidents or contrary winds until the day before the race, has no apprehension 
of being tdld that hs is too late to enter iior are yachts obliged to start 
until the stewsu'ds satisfy iheniselv^ that they are all equally well prepared. 
Our Club-house also is open to *tlie members of the Royal and rforthern 
Yacht Clubs during their sojourn in our harbour. So much for the libe- 
rality of principle on which the ('ork Harbour Regattas are conducted; I 
shall now proceed to show their extent. 

I'he prizes for the Season 1829, w'ere 

For Yiiclits not exceeding 100 tons . £(ii) 

Ditto . . 45 ditto . iO 

Ditto . . .30 ditto . 30 

Ditto . . • 20 ditto . 20 

Ditto . . . 15 ditto 15 

Ditto . . 10 ditto . 10 

— X‘i75 

Hookers, or l^ishing Routs not exceeding 30 tons 11 
Ditto . . . 15 ditto 24 

Ditto • * . . .10 ditto 11 

— 76 

Whale Boats, 1st Class . . .17 

Ditto 2nd Class . . . 17 

Six-oared Boats . . • .10 

Ladies' ('up for Row Boats . . 20 

(Icntlemen s ditto . . . .20 


Total i:3;15 


Season 1830. 

For Yachts exceeding 45 tons - . , £S0 

Ditto not exceeding ditto . . 40 

Ditto . . 30 ditto . ^ 45 

Ditto . - %0 ditto 30 

Ditto . . 10 ditto . 10 

Hookers, or Fishing Boats not exceeding 30 tons 35 
Ditto . . . .15 ditto 20 » 

Ditto • . . . 10 ditto 11 

Whale Boats, 1st Class . . ^ 15 

‘ J>itto 2nd Class . . • • H 

Ditto ^ 3rd Class . • 11 

Six-oared Boats . . • • • .10 

^Ladies* Cup . - • . . 25 


. ' Total £313^ 

.Trusttng, Sir, that I ehall be'conaidered Whave ahown that in the lUt of 
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thoBO regattas which are conducted on a liberal and extensive scale^*^ the 
Cork llar^ur Regatta may fairly claim a place^ 

1 remain, ^oiir coi^stant reader, 

A Member of the Royal Cork Yacht Club. 

Cove; June Ist; 1831. 


United Service School — Naval and Military Museum. 

Mr. Editor, — I have read with interest in your Journal for the present 
month; the report of a meeting, at the Thatched IfoiisefTavcrn, St. Jamea's- 
street, preliminary to the«eatiibli 6 hment of a school for tht education of the 
sons of Naval and Marine officers. It has occurred to me, that the benefits 
proposed in the fonnation of this school, the chief of ujiich appear to be, to 
provide a respectable general education at a moderate expenditure, and to 
ensure to tlie pupil a society more select^thun would result nrom the union of 
boys in a school, open to all, where the premium is fixed at a low rate, may 
be extended to the sons of officers of the regular arpiy^* Rnd that with in- 
creased advantage to the institution itself, and to the country generally. 
As it is proposed to combine nautical instruction with the ordinary educa- 
tion of young peoule of the more respectable classes, it may be observed, that 
such elementary Knowledge is equally adapted to prepare a youth for the 
army. Mathematics is the foundation of the peculiar studies of each pro- 
fession, and languages, fortification, and artillery, are equally useful to one 
and to the other. The jealousies which once existed between the naval and 
" military service are no longer known. The United Service have long felt 
that the glory and honour of each branch is reciprocally reflected on the other. 
The United Service (lllubs, and your own periodical, Mr. Editor, have in no 
sinall degree contributed to foster this desirable feeling. The Naval and Mili- 
tary Colleges, too, are based on the principle, that the sons of officerk of either 
service shall be admitted with equal advantage to one establishment or the 
other. If, then, the Crown has set an example of cultivating this union of 
interests between the services, is it not to be regretted that the principle 
should be deviated from in the formation of any institution which promises 
to be of national importance? If it were desirable to create an exclusive and 
illiberal feeling in tne young men to be educated at the proposed institution, 
no surer method could be adopted than that now proposed 7 but. Sir, if in- 
stead of being a Royal Naval Scho^d, it were an United Service School, it 
would tend to strengthen and perpetuate that cordiality of feeling between 
the Services, which is not onl}' calculated to promote the individual happi- 
ness of officers of both Navy and Army, but is essential to the best interests 
of our country, and not unfrequently to the success of great national under- 
takings. 

Your Journal of this month, Mr. Editor, tmnounces the establishment of 
a Naval and Military Museum, an institinion worthy of the utmost com- 
mendation and support, and not the less so for being another United Sertnre 
Solely. Its extreme liberality is, perhaps, liable to objection, admission 
bein^ extended to bodies of men ijot identified with the profession of arms ; 
it might be sufficiently comprehensive, if in addition to the officers of the 
Navy, Maiincs, and regular Army,' it inclitded all Compaq officers, their 
attawds, and the.commandants or, at furthest, the field-officers of Militia 
and Yeomanry, in an United Service Sc/wol, it could not be imagined that 
any could be admitted but the sons of officers of the Navy, Marines, and 
regular Army. The extension of number in a well-regulated establi.dimcnt, 
the funds being proportionate to its increase, w*ould, so far irom lessening 
its advfl^toes, augment them ; much might be said in favour of this posi- 
. tion, bUt^Mr. Editor, to your advocacy it is committed, no man being more 

^ ; 

* In. our notice of the proposed Naval School, we recommended, and agiiin 
strongly urge, that the Army shoftld participate In its plan and hcTiefits.— Ed. 
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competent or better titted to vindicate Uic cause of the UniM Service than 
you, whose labours are so consistently devoted to promote that union which 
is the life of both services * and it is conceived, the merits of tlie present 
question bein^ apparent and its object important, you will not fail to lend to 
it your powerful and influential aid. 

I have the honour to be, 

Mr. Editor, 

June 8th, 1831. If our very devoted humble servant. 


Masters in the NavyT 

Mr. EAtor, — I t is very mucli feared that the rising generation of Mas- 
ters, that is to say, tkosi^who have been brought up entirely in the navy, 
will not prove so good as the old fftock who were grounded in the merchant 
service, in consequence, it is said, of their not having sufficient practical 
knowledge as Channel pilots. 1 have, therehwe, to make a proposition, 
which, if found worthy a place in your Journal, may by that means meet 
the eye of some of the naval men connected with the A«lmira1ty, viz. as the 
coast blockade isi^oiiig to bo done away, and as several cutters have lately 
been ])aid off, I have to suggest that eight or ten cutters should he employ- 
ed in the Channel to prevent smuggling, tke. each of these cutters to be 
commanded by a master, and to be allowed four or five officers, cither 
second-masters, niaster-assistantiik or volunteers of the second class, and by 
that means these young men will have an opportunity of obtaining that 
practical knowledge of pilotage which is so necessary for a master. 

I am. Sir, 

Your Cokstantt Reaubr and Subscriber. 


Males in the Navy withml Rank. 

Mr. Editor, — Your pages being always open to any suggestions for the 
improvement of either service, 1 trust you will give insertion to the follow- 
ing comparisons between P^nsigns in the Army and Mates in the Iloyal 
Navy. It isawell known to all acquainted with Naval affairs, that a Mate 
has no rank whatever, although he must have served six years before he can 
pass his examination, and very frequently has served ten, eleven, and twelve 
years after he has passed, which qualifies him for the rank of Lieutenant, 
(equal to that of a Captain in the Army) ; whereaa an Ensijp enters the 
Army frequently at the age of sixteen or seventeen, which is at least two 
years younger than a Midshipman can pass, and has rank at once without a 
ilay’s service. Surely that dineren^B might be altered, (very much to the be- 
nefit of the service, as tending to render it more itsuectable, and certainly 
very much to the satisfaction of the officers concerned for the same reason,; 
by giving Midshipmen rank corresponding to that of Ensigns or Lieutenants 
in the As^my, and a commission as soun as they have passed. Again, an 
Ensign, should he by any chance he pldced out of employnent the very day 
afterne receives his first commission, Ms a right to half-pay ; whereaa a Mate, 
let him even have served twenty years as sucli on the mpst arduous duties, 
the moment he gets out of emplo3rment, (which he n^cessari^ does much 
o^ner than an {Snsign, by ships in time of peacJ being paid off ^verjr tliree 
years,) does noi^receive on© farthing of half-pay, and ii he has (as is often 
the case) nothing but the service to depend upon, must either become de- 
pendent on his friends, or have recourse to manual labour for his bare sub- 
sistence. Is this a fit state for an officer to be reduced to who has served 
his Country faithfully, and in many instances fought her battles? Surely 
in these times of reform and improvement, these points should ndt be over- 
looked, but something should be done for a plas of officers who have bee long 
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looked down upon with contempt even by their superiors in the saine ship, 
from their having no rank, and borne down by poverty and distress on shore, 
from having no resource from the moment they are paid off,^ should they 
(aa it is too often the case) be unable to get another ship. 

Hoping these remarks will meet the eyes of those honourable and gallant 
officers now at the bead of the Admiralty, and lead to improvement, 

I remain. Sir, , 

Your obedient humble servant, 

A MAiii. 


filedical Department. 

Ma. Editou, — T he Army in general, and in an especial m^inncr the 
Medical Department, owe you many obligations for opftniiig your Journal 
to an exposure of the abuses which have,. existed, *ancf continue to exist in 
that department, — abuses which have arisen from a system of )mrtiality and 
maladministration, that has produced distress said dissatisfaction little 
known to the publii;.* To have been a meritoriousf officer in the depart-, 
merit, without at the same time having the power of gratifying the hobbles, 
and adding to the ^clat and personal advantage of its c}iiefs,t has been to 
some a misfortune and source of disappointment as fsir as professional views 
ill the service are concerned, whilst others have Imd favours lavished on 
them in a manner unprecedented in the bestowing of public rewards. 

As specimens of tlie manner in w'liich the department is conducted^ it is 
only necessary to adilucc some of the proifiotions of 1829, and particularly 
the extensive one of July 1830, which was understood to have been origi- 
nally intended to include all those who had been actively and conspicuously 
employed dunng the arduous and trying duties of the late war, and wlio had 
been removed from permanent to unattached appointments. Hut mark how 
it was given : in some instances to men wlio had declined •.unattached ap- 
pointments. although held out as a mne qua non to further promotion, and 
preferred the comparative ease and pennanerit comforts of a regiment, and 
even to some of these, as if bom and reared only for indulgence, was given a 
retirement greater than they had ever received as a fijll, efficient, and 
working pay. We shall say nothing of the ingratitude of onk person in 
authority concerned in the recommendations, fur whom the sts^’ surgeons of 
the period alluded to did so much, and for whom he 1ms done so little ; but 
we shall say in soiiie cases it was a most uncalled for promotion, and an 
uniustihable expenditure of public money. 

We trust, however, that a reform in the department is at no great dis- 
tance, but in the mean time it is necessary the medical officers of the army 
should continue to make known the grievances they have so long laboured 
under. To M. M. in your last Nuuilmr, the service is indebted for his 
judicious observations oa.the stations of me n^.edical staff at home, and more 
especially for those in Ireland, which, as examples of gross injustice to the 
regular medical staff, are without parallel. We wish liim success in his 
future investigations, and hope that they may be a stimulus to others to 
assist in exposing abuses which have« 3 xcited so much complaint. 

London, 13th June 1831. * M. 

* Under the presedv system of management, so overloaded has the department 
become in all branches, that ibeasures liave been resorted to for its reduction which 
have been very severely felt by many, namely, the calling back into active service 
forojd upon half-pay, and left for many years as practitioners in 
civil life, OT Gompelliiig* these men to receive a commutation in money at a very 
disadvantageous rate to the individual. 

t medical officer knows that allusion is here made to the funds and sub- 

scrip uous for widows and orplians, and museums and libraries (at Aberdeen even), 
and pieces of plate and porUaits, and to addresses and agendes, &c. dec. 
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Army Medical Department, 

Mr. Editor^ — Tho cUscussions on the subject of the Army Med^eal 
Department* in yoiA* excellent Journal^ I opine, have been productive of no 
• inconsiderable benefit ; the late regulations appear to engross many of the 
points there referred to, but still there are omissions, and room for ameiid.. 
ments, a temperate jillusion to which in your pages may be attended with 
beneficial effects. 

In the new warrant for regulating the grant of unattached pay, retired 
full pay and half-'piy, the allowancd to the medical officer placea upon half- 
pay is regulated by two different schedules; the first, if placed on half-pay 
by reduction of establishment, and the second,* if placecf on half-pay from 
any othe^ cause. The distinction bears on its face every appearance of 
plausibility and ju.ftice, but fails in its operation, and that in a manner which 
presses so liard on staff &iid rQgimcntal surgeons, that 1 wonder it did not 
occur to the framer of these rates, and that it has not already been espe- 
cially pointed out through the medium of your columns. Staff and regi- 
niental surgeons, aftdr twenty years* service on full pay, were by forrae'r 
regulations entitled to ten shillings per diem, if obliged to retire on account 
of ill health ; but according to the present, the state of their health on retir- 
ing is not taken into consideration, and by it, though retiring from ill 
health, they are only entitled to the inferior rate. Of this regulation 1 con- 
ceive medical officers who entered the service before its promulgation have 
just reason to complain ; but the semblance of injustice would be less evident, 
if by the same warrant ill hcalfti did not expressly entitle other classes of 
ofiicera on retiring to a superior rate of halNpay, an advantage which, by 
the by, former regulations did not give, 'i'his is turning the tables upon 
the poor medical officer with a vengeance. The standard by which his pit- 
tance on retiring from the service is liencefoilh to be meted is depreciated, 
wliilst that of jiis brother officers is enhanced. Of what enormity has the 
medical department been guilty that they should be thus served out ? surely 
amcTidment or explanation is here requiretl. 

lly the late warrant regulating the appointments and pay of army medical 
officers, the different grade of ranks and ccmimissions has been defined, but 
how does it operate in practice ? Tho commissions of stafi* and regimental 
surgeons stiy clash. A number of staff surgeons have been appointed to 
regiments, and we find in the Army List, besides the date of their regi- 
mental appointment, that of Forces'* appended to their names. Nowit 
might happen that one of these regimental staff surgeons was in garrison 
with a junior staff surgeon, in which case who would he principal medical 
officer.^ In analogous circumstances, officers with brevet rank are not 
sdlowcd to serve in garrisons where their rank would interfere with that of 
the chief, or officer commanding. Ai^d again, if a staff surgeon serving with 
a regiment is to derive no advantage from his rank* a senior regimentm sur- 
geon would rank before him. These may appear trivial observations, but 
on such trifles the comfort and respectability of worthy individuals may 
hinge, and it becomes those who have the jiower, so to regulate the depa^ 
ment, as^to obviate, if possible, any Jbalous or iinpleasignt feelings which 
might arise from their occurrence. 

All men naturally are desirous of distinction, and l^ifles often serve to 
elevate or debase us, not only in our own estimation, ^t in that of others. 
The staff surgeons employed in regiments, have*in the Army List the date 
of their staff commission appended — why should not surgeons on the staff 
have the date of their regimental appointment as 8uch«also stated ? It would 
distingui^ old and meritorious surgeons, who have only lately accepted of 
the staff appointment, from their juniors in the service, who now fi^re as 
senior surgeons on the staff. 

Regimental aaWaton^-surgeons, when appointed to the staff, take preoe- 
dence, according to the datff of their re^mental appointment, with staff 
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airistants. 1 cannot understand why regimental aurgeoiM, when placed on 
the ataff^ should not possess the same advantage with regard to staff sur- 
geons'. Many of i^e staff surgeons now on the List^iwere only assistants 
al’tien promoted to that rank^ and according .to the present discordant sys- 
tCKBif* they are suffered to retain their station on the List^ to the prejudice of 
0»ose whose assistants they formerly were. 

fioping you will give insertion to these remarks^ 1 remain^ 

. >' Y our constant reader^ 

Unus Quorum. 

Jone 1831. " ( 


Stale of the Royal Marines. « 

Mr. Editor, — On perusing your valiiahle Journal* thb other day, 1 ob- 
served a letter respecting the neglected ktate of the Royal Marines, which 
^jtj^duced me to make inquiry as to the fact, and sorry am 1 to find that it is 
true ; yet it appears extraordinary it should be the case,^ when they 
. &ve so repeatedly received the thanks of both Houses of Parliament, and 
' it is well known that the nation appreciate their services : his present Ma- 
Jerty^s moat gracious speech^ when Lord High Admiral, on presenting new 
colours to each division; his great kindness in recollecting them on his 
Ipounting the throne of his ancestors, by presenting to each division his pic- 
;ture ; his public letter read to the corps on his relinquishing the General- 
tihip of it, was and is most flattering andb gratifying; but. Sir, when 1 tell 
you that its officers are the worst paid and the worst provided for in the 
way of promotion of all His Majesty's forces, you will without doubt 
think with them that they have been neglected by the Board under 
wkich they serve. In the first place, every Captain In the Line 
receives lls. 7d. per diem. Captains of Marines only lOs. fid. the Royal 
Artillery and the Royal Marine Artillery 20l. per annum Vion-effective, in 
lieu of Is. Id. per day. Why this differenced Have Ihev not fought and 
bled for their country ? Are they wanting in zeal and loyalty to their King 
and country ? No, Sir ; on these points they will yield to no corps what- 
ever, and ail they ask for is equal remuneration. 

Would you suppose (the nation, 1 am confident, cannot be aware of it) 
that their senior captains entered the service in the year 179*5 ; their lieu- 
tenants are twenty-six and their ensigns nineteen years in the corps, conse- 
quently many of them nearly worn oqt ; yet they are, and ever were, tout 
to fulfil their regimental motto, ^FerMare nt Terram* Their pro- 
portion of field-ofiicers to 10,000 men in four divisions, including 400 artil- 
lery, are one general, resident in London, four colonel-commandants, eight 
lieut.-colonels, eight majors, and one major to the artillery— total twenty- 
two. This is a small , proportion whAi compared with any other corps. 
No less than twenty-four companies have bdbn added during the peace, but 
not one field-officer. A circumstance of this kind would have been deemed 
very extraordinary, if not cruel, in any other branch of His Majesty's ser- 
vice. The sinecures of the corps, apd by them considered their ham^ con- 
dst of no less thwi seven appointments, — ^three generals and four colonels, 
at sol. per day, or at about 7300/. per annum. These appointments are given 
to officers of the l&avy, who are well provided for in that most honourable 
service, and really have n^ more to do with the corps than you have. It is 
heart-breaking to its officers to observe the Bweelp of promotion going on in 
every other eorps. The rank of major has been abolished oflate in the 
Royal Artillery and Royal Staff Corps, without additional pay,' until within 
the prescribed number of established lieut.-colonels of their respective regi- 
ments. ^The Engineers have the same indulgence. Why not grant 
same privilege to the Royal Marines, as these corps assimilate nearer than 
any other > that is, they rise progressively ; and when it is considered that 
. there are at present only eighth majors, one having already from length of 
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attained to the brevet of ]]eut.-colonel> it certainly la not asking for 
too much. This would prevent the hiimiliathig feeling of junior officers 
becoming seniors, as is now the case. The corps view with much regret 
the re-appointrneiit of Brevet Lieut.-Colon6l Torrens iivm the reserved 
half-pay ; that is, to his being placed on the list where he originally stood 
before he went on half-pay (which he did) to suit his own convenience, 
this being diametrieallv opposed to the constitution of the coins, to fiis 
Most Gracious Majesty's order of the 15th of August 1827, when Lord High 
Admiral, to the usage of the Army,»and to every principle of justice. I find 
that this is not the first appointment of the kind. A lieut.-colonel, 
brevet majors, and one captain, were a short time previous to the reap- 
pointment of this officer brought in from the half-pay, where they had been 
for manp years (lijr their own request) and placed over the heads ofqffifera 
who had been serving jn all climates, and had faced the perils and dan- 
gers of war without shrinking^ from their posts. Not disputing the nower 
of the Admiralty, tlie officers of the corps must, and no doubt do, feel 
injustice of others being placed over their heads. Before this cruel mode 
was adopted, an officer pattered himself that if Nature had endowed him 
with strength of body, and a sufficient stock of that necessary ingredient 
patience, he would at last,' in his old age, be able to retire as a field offi- 
cer ; and this idea alone, no doubt, induced many parents to place thi^ 
sons in this hitherto respectable corps. Deprive them of this hope, and 
you destroy the esprit de corps of nine-tenths of its officers. Independent 
of the feelings of the officers th«is treated and neglected, what M ill be the 
state of this corps in a few years hence? I heard it remarked by an Ad- 
miral the other day, that many of the subalterns were as old as himself—, 
scarce any fit for foreign service. They will be worn doMm by age and 
di.sappointment, but will descend to their graves with this consolation, that, 
although neglected and forgotten, the Royal Marines ever did their duty. 
I have only t(f add, that in these times of economy, much may be done 
without burthening the country with any great additional expense, to re- 
novate a corps, and reward men whose services were ever held in the highest 
estimation, and to a maritime nation like Great Britain, of some consi- 
deration. The sinecures alone, by being permitted to die ofF, would give 
them twenty field officers, the corps then would have only two-thirds of 
the army pi8portion to 10,000 men. Abolishing the rank of major would 
induce the ola officers to dispose of their commissions, tlius providing for 
their families, and making room for younger and more active men. Trust- 
ing that Government will take into its most serious consideration this 
meritorious body, 

I remain, Mr. Editor, 

A Friknd to my Country and to the 
^WAodbn Walls 0 e Old England. 


The Corps of Gentlemen Pensioners. 

Mr. Eimtok, — Feeling assured that foa would not allow your pages to be 
the medium of misrepresentation, I shall offer no apology for presenting 
the following remarks in answer to a letter in your dumber for April, 
on the subject of the Band of Gentlemeii Pensioqprs. 

Your correspondent obj^rves, tlipit “ in these ^ days of econoiAy and re- 
trenchment, it is really t(w bad that the country should be put to a heavy 
expense in paying a party of London Tradesmen for* acting as ^rdes du 
corps to His Majesty,^ and proposes as a remedy, that the vacancies should 
i>e filled up from veteran half-pay officers,^ who are to be of a certain 
height (!) And the corps to be officered by retired Generals. 

With reference to the sneer at the rank in life of the gen tlemto^ compos- 
ing the Band, and who are, in another part of your correspondent’s letter. 



404 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


eloquently designated as an awkward squad of London Tradesnien^*' 1 
have to oWrve^that the corps are^ in point of births education, and fortune, 
equal to the same huniher of officers inmost regiments; %everalq)osFess large 
fortune, all are of independent property, and'very few are in any way con- 
nected with trade. But even admitting they were so engaged, let me ask 
yOur aristocratical correspondent from what class the army was principally 
Ojnoered during the war ? As far ns my experience go&, (which is from my 
' t^dhuod,) ffom the very class he so needlessly asperses. The corps has 
tUfi^^lDgst its members, officers both naval and milita^, who have shared the 
.lijftitimrs of sotne of the greatest actions in which the country has been en- 
ga^d^; and the objection 'of your correspondent with regard to trade has 
already been anticipated, by a regulation which has been some time adopted 
for 4he exclusion of persons so engaged. • ^ ^ 

It may be as w'ell to inform your correspondent that the appointments are 
only obtained by purchase, and that the income barely pays common in- 
terest for the money invested ; while the monstrous plan he proposes, of 
8 corps of veteran officers, all of a certain height (!') to be commanded by 
Generdls, would entail a considerable expense on the country, and no doubt 
in time lead to great abuses. The fact is, several of the economists have 
tried the subject, and found they could make nothing of it : and when next 
your correspondent feels inclined to make an exhibition in print, (in which 
he has made a more ridiculous figure than that he ascribes to the appearance 
of the Gartiets du Cot'psyJ I beg to warn him against the egregious error of 
meddling with a subject with which he is totally unacquainted. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

' May 28th, 1831. A Msmiier of the Band. 


Suggestions on Drill, 

Mr. Editor, — As 1 believe the present system of drill as established by 
regulation is about to undergo some change, 1 wish to mention to you an 
idea that has occurred to me for Uio formation of four deep. The flank 
march by threes is, I believe, to be done away with in deployments, &c. and 
file marching substituted. lf>ery one will, I think, acknowledge that the 
formation or fours for the purpo^ of de})loymeiits, wlien it c%n be done, is 
most excellent ; the objection to.it, according to the present system, being 
the length of the word of command, and consequent loss of time : — right, 
form four deep — march. 1 would propose for trial the following formation, 
by which that evil would be obviated. On the word, form four deep — march, 
the front rank man of the left file shall place l^imself in front of the right file, 
and the rear rank man of the left file i^rear of the right file. In forming 
fours to the right, the w&ole will face to the, right, and the front and rear 
rank men of the left file will place themselves in the same places, but faced 
to the right. In forming fours to the left, the whole face as before, but the 
left file stands fast, and the front rank man of the right file moves on the 
right of the left file, while his reac rank man places himself oif the left. 
The formation of ipurs to the rear is the same as the first, only facing to the 
rij^t about. This formation appears to me to offer the double advantage of 
simplif^ty,' as compared with the present, and of offering a much more rapid 
formation to the right or left, by the word of command, fours right or left. 
It is appUcable to all formations from life into Rtlumn, and to all deploy- 
ments mto line, excrat from close column ; as there is not sufficient room 
for the formation oi four deep between, the companies, when at only one 
pac^ distance^ arhich I understand is in fiiture to oe the close column dis- 
tance, insteaa'bf two paces, as at present. 

* IjMn,Sir, 

May «7th, 1831. Your obedient servant, 

W. 
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. Commander Lawrence on Leather Storm Sails, 

Mu. Editoji, — It being a subject of congratulation to unpatronised 
inventors, wbo havei devoted their time with the most anxious and unremit- 
ting attention in effecting naval improvements, that from their publication 
in your valuable Journal, so generally read by officers of the highest rank 
anri experience, such discoveries are in consequence not only duly appre- 
c.iatcd, but honourediwith support, according to their merits : — encouraged 
by tliis consideration, 1 beg to submit my of LeatlK^r Storm Sails, and 
that such a durable storm-sail will.be deemed of the highest im]>ortenLCe 
to ships in sudden b^iolent storms and dangerous lee-shorcs, their safety at 
such perilous periods mainly depending thereon. sOn various trials on hoardy 
the superiority of such sails has been dccidbdly proved, being the only sail 
that coul(>be showi^” together wdth their unparalleled durability for years. 

Having learned with^reat satisfaction of a Board of Naval Officers 
recently who witnessed the trbd of several inventions, both on board IT. M. 
ships Donegal and Actseon, 1 cannot but express my solicitude- that the 
Leather Sails may alsH bo honoured with a similar trial ; — presuming that 
many calamitous wrecks have been caused by tlie loss of sails, and also ships 
foundering at sea, many uukiiow'n, leaving not a wreck to record their 
melancholy fate. 1 remain, Sii\ your obedient, 

J. Lawrckce, Commander. 


Indian Army versus that of St, Helena, 

Mr. Editor, — In your lust Number J have read the complaint of Miles, 
on the slowness of promotion at St. Helena. tV’^ith a minuteness worthy of 
a])probution, he not only gives ns the aggregate iiumhers of the armies of 
India, i70T officers, of 8t. Helena :17, not counting fractions, but he adds 
the date, month, and year, of the rank of each at St. Helena, while he only 
favours us with ^e yesir of each rank at the Presidencies of Bengal, Madras, 
and Bombay. 

Permit me in reply to vour correspondent to observe, that as the whole of 
the East India Company's service is bv gradation and by regimental rise, no 
one branch, 1 humbly apprehend, can liave any just ground* of complaint, or 
of jealousy against the other. That such does exist, the letter of Miles 
proves, and w« have often, but with aa.little reason, heard the same recla- 
mations on the continent of India. That it is wdiolly impossible for any Go- 
vernment to remedy mere partial or local disparities, where all have started 
fair under the same rule, must be obvious to thq meanest ca]iacity.” 
Troops are not raised or augmented for the convenience of the officers, hut 
for the exigencies of the state. 

But in the case of St. Helena, there is a further resison for the slowness 
of promotion of which your corrcipoiident compknns, but which he has 
whdly overlooked. The trpopS at St. Helena never see any service, know 
not the pleasures of a march of 1.500 miles, the luxuries of a campaign in 
the hot winds, or the paradise of a Rsiogoon or Arracan bivouac in the rains 
for six or (jght months, with one servant, and that servant sick, as was my 
case ; not to speak of the d^ blpws and other little ltors*d' tvnyres and enm 
iremeU in an Indian campaign, which are quite matters of history to the 
placid life of a St. Helena officer. * 

1 have merely mentioned these mattei's. Sir, totaccount for thp superior 
rise of the army of India qver that >of St. Helenf^^- The St. Helena forces 
can lose no officers before ^e enemy, for they never see one: they have no 
marches, forthe^sea is everywhere’ within three miles of them : all their 
migrations are from Sandy Bay to James’s Valle jr, or to Plantation House, 
oir to Longwood ; and excepting the ravines, I know no intervening danger: 
their climate is a paradise. 

Many an old Indian officer who has spent^his best days and blood in toil* 
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some mardies^ and in the real tragedy of war on a grand scale, would be de- 
lighted to acc 0 |)t a commission in the St. Helena regintent, as a retirement 
from the fatigues of a lung and active life of toil and wounds. 1, Sir, have 
served thirty years, of which seventeen have been spent in the field against 
an enemy, and I should be delighted to retiro with my rank to the quiet 
duty of the St. Helena regiment. The operation of this feeling is, I appre- 
hend, precisely the cause of Miles’s complaint ; Oiat the post is so pleasant 
and so peaceful, no officer will quit it to make room for other aspirants, like 
Miles and 

Y^our most humbly Servant, 

Ar old Lxedtehavt-Colonel of Bengal. 

London, Slst June 1831. 

P.S. That the artillery at St. Helena receive no higher pay' than the 
infantry is singular^ as Miles Hays ;,.and 4 certainly prevails no where else; 
but on asking a cognoscent friend '^e cause* of it, he informed me that the 
infantry and the artillery at St. Helena, being an anomalous corps altoge- 
ther, fonn but one regiment between them ; i. c. four^ompanies of artillery 
and four of infantry,<4M)f which regiment the (Governor is Colonel. Unless, 
therefore. Miles can extend the boundaries of the island, or raise the reve- 
nue to tiie necessary mark, I fear his complaints in regard to rank and pay 
will not be redressed. The King’s brevet has %ot been extended to St. 
Helena, for this plain reluioii 1 am told, that they are so isolated they cannot 
be called upon to do duty with H. M.'s forces, as is always the case in India. 


Triseclion of an Angle. 

Mr. Editor, — There appeared., some time ago, in the United Service 
Journal, a notification extracted from a German periodical^ announcing that 
the geometrical trisection of a^ angle bad been effected *by an ’Austrian 
officer at Vieniioi, This induced me to commence an investigiition, of which 
the following demonstration is the result. 1 never saw the curve until 1 
discovered it myself, nor can 1 learn that it has ever been publi^ed in any 
printed work ; but 1 do not presume to call myself the onginal inventor ; 
because 1 have since been assured that the .curve and its properties, are 
known in the British Universities. ^^However, as& there may he many of 
your naval and military readers, who - nave never with it before, 1 take 
the liberty of offering it to you^ f^r their amusemenw^ ^ 

1 have the hoA^r to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

• V Alfred Burton. 

H. M. ship Alfred, Chatham, Captain Iloyal Marines. 

June 1831. « 


TRISECTZOK OF ANY ANGLE, BY UEANS ’d# A PECULIAR CURVE. 

" Fig. 1. 

. -- rZ / 
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Fig. 2. 



Draw any rignt line A'f C &c. (Fig. I,) making AT = Tr. 

With tho centime and radius T C, df*.scri1>e the circular q ujulreiital arc, 
Ce‘eB; meeting the perpendicular radius T B, in B. 

From A draw ^ny number of right lines^^AB, Ad, Ad- See, on which take 
always and e'4’ &c. • 

Then Bdd* F i2 the curve; the property ^ which is, that all angles whose 
sides intersect thereon; and whose vertices are at A undX'; are to each 
other, as 1 to 3/ ; ‘ 

Therefore, to trisect any s^ven angle d*C F, take on C F any point F. On 
FC produced', tafig C T = C F = T A. ^ 

Erect T B, ^c. See, and describe tho curve as above foimdi cutting d- C 

in d\ Join Ad-, apd t^^l^d- A 

For it has been alr^^«hown by Sir Isaac^Newton^X^l^®^®^^^^ proof 
need not be repeated here, )'^ that if between any two diveijpng right lines. 
Ad* and AF/^ther^be taken A6* =&-C=^ Cd^; the "Z d-CF will al- 
ways =3 Z d-A F. 

But on AC describe a semicir^e ; bisect it, by tho JL TB, and draw the 
chord Ce*. 

The A A 6*0, is isosceles, any J. bisecting AC must cut the 
vMex ^ ^ ' 

The A 6^Cd-, is also isoscelesr^i % ahy _L bisecting b'd*, must cut the^ 
vertex C. ' ^ 

The Z Ae-C, is ad Z in a semi^de, . * . Cc- is ± to, And bisects' 

. • ,6-6-5=e*d*, andthe Zd- A . y • 

^ ^ '4 4 E- I>- 

When the Z.d‘AF (Fig. 1,)=S^ 30', the ein^ oF or^oate d:g is oflike 
value with BT, an&the rectawle d-g TB becomes the dngonahsection of a 
cube, the only rectangle divinble iji infinitum, into twp similar and espial ' 
rectangles. 'I'he greater side b^ngalSrsyBt^ the lesa, as 1. 
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For Kb* h evidently the secant of Zft'AT, to radius AT, ^ And As*, 
the chord of the supiJenMiit qf ^dhuWe that anf^e, rb' is the difference of 
these tw^o duantxties. And c* dt s± . 

Hence^ A d*, aiffl any absciM^ or ordinate, are easily dhtermioed . _ 

Then,if AT/=TB,:=T.Cs=sd*^, he denoted by a. Kg will = a + VSa* 
by the couditions. * * ’ " * 

And a s. A d* : Ra d a a : Line 22® 30'- 

Or as, d -h >/ 2d* : Rad : a : Taaigenb22^ 80'. 

The area of th^pvMn BtiVTOt (Fig. isMul^ M.llieaquare ABCB, 
(or, which i<i the aemh thinntfojljie enuani of in i*) 

Foi on TC, ereot ft MW^^'ftiML.wftW Wft’gneoWMBCscAB Drftw 
alM>, t’o = C6 = C<f. ^4 . .« ‘ 

The triangles or seniHitflnns’ gndJgiCT. gpe equal and idmilar. 

Co = C6,andCoiaX%».tCftAIua0S&.««...'.‘- /l'dO»;s AoCb. 

The Z orB=at A BCl,*«^.4«Z BG4i= 3 Z oQ*. . 

And as the like i^trne o( all, the infinitely lumeAus ftngles wto which 
the nn^l^ ^ 1^ dmsibh;, it is evident that the cttPve Ba F, is generated 

by Oie tnplicatio]|> oLthe samij^uare which may be ctoceivpd to ex-* 
pand like a Ouv igstii t^nde Ch pu/hmdeb ^j^th OF* When the angle 
BCFbcceMne<ii:==3 ^ ' 

Theietorc, «i<the sum 6f tho- diffeVonccs^gf all these iisiinitrly numerous 
andles ib tripled in the aii||!e (whilp their^ommoq vertex 0, and thd 
values of thor sides lemain uiialteiod,) so likmse is the sum of all the 
indnitsly sm«^ differences of their areas tripled m the eurvilincar area 
BdFCB. 

Hence, the area BdF TB ib to the s([unre A BOB Or if tjhe cur\e 
be completed, by carrying it roi^On the opposite side of ilfe ijne AF, then 
the ciiUie^ea B dFB T B, w ill^ ^ square of Ad3 ^ 

A \ery simple instrument for mcchdmcallv tiisectiilRian' anile, may be 
made by eutting a piece of card, wood, or ivorf, iii4he sfiape of the cur\e, 
distiiiguibiui^ wc point (* by «in indentation, thus-— 


A JL — I -r ' 

^ vThen,4f dCFF'hO adf jgiven untie , jJM y the base of the IjMrtiment td 
Vtf sMe CF^ {md the mliC at C to t|VM|rtex. Unto thO piffnts A anAA 
aad^&ve thiffdai^rument. Join a'lMlbwe pdraUel them# 

iVilivaiidigittingCi ^ i 
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AfFVViRS AT Ho^HB havp^marko^iittlijk operations of the 

■ oO '^^'Refornf* at the . ^e^^ere^tsVin Pox>axj>^ since the 

consmeHcejaeiit oFoaF pTei$eiit Num^<^;^eui^nCM included iif our last no- 
ber, circiSmsejribos^our ^sUfd, cdn&^; i;* * . , 

nients on passings ev.epta^ lloiper# Tl’h^Pofe comtn«inder; suddenly 
The Reform quests, wjatf agamV .U’ea^^^ the Russian line 

introduced^ m an uiunjtigat^ shape, 6y *orf^'of^^^dse bold, though rash 
by Lord ^loh’q Rutoell, on Friday movements" yyluch have' distingiiish- 
the 24th instii'His 'Mwesty having ed his ad:ive' ractics^ advanced ra- 
opened thfe ParWmj^^y a Spegch pidly W the^ftoftt by the N:irew, 
from the Throne ou, the .previous ariving tl^ feehle' links of Rus- 
' Tuesday. The BilLwi^ brought in, «ian (^hajio before. him; and having 
and read on Saturday, and was ^or->. occupied . Lomza, a fortified post,, 
dered to be read a second time on and reached Tycozin, within a short 
Monday the* 4th ^Tuly. In its pre- distance of Bialystock on the W'ilna 
se^it, form it Jvill be warmly op- Road, garrisoned by the Russian 
posed.^ Giwds, he succeeded in throwing 

Serious riot^^hjjive occurred hi the -Respective corps, of Generals 
]\Ierthyr Tidvil, tl|e . centre of an Chlapowski and Gielgud into Li- 
ptdnsive mining ,d^£strict in VVales, thuaniu, to aid and stimulate tlie 
in which little^ iF any, distress is insurgents of that province. This 
stated to exist. ^Tjiese daring ex« was the ostensible oliject of his 
cesses were suppressed/ with some irruption. 

loss of life, by the sta^iness and ’ .J.' The consequences of a movement 
resolution of ■ the fei^f^ops ^ who so luzardoiu, in a military sense, 
could be brought to tTOi^bt.* We did h^, however, escape the vigi- 
give the details in another place. lance of Count Diebitsch, who, ral- 
^ Ireland continues disturbed by lying from the torpor aUd depression 
]vjrtial insurrection, while in other of ba^ed schemes and thivurted 
districts it is wasted Jy^r famine. A pretensions,^ nuide an effort, though 
sanguinary affray recently took Vuce without adequate promptitude and 
at.Newiownbarry bet ween the coun- vigour, t^-Qut off the main Polish 
people, a^d the police supported army from Rraga. Retiring at ^irst 
. yeohonry. The former tpid" ftom the .Bpg to ^concentrate a 
. fi,r^ajrm8,wete|i>pa?jmt|y orgaiu^V,^ heient forci^ he made a flank- atteeUL 
.-.and aUock^'' tlig ^Ya^anry^^ Skrzynecki, Jhea*in full retr^atk^ 

retaliated, as it wgdiv appear^iu The eno^ter toot placto at jOad^ 
setMefence, afte| one of their umDi- . lenka, te*{he.adm» 

beR had* beetf \hot,. aniL • 8eylfral%lage of^tne Russians,, though tibe 
wounded. / What hjave opt./ t^ gallant ^Pole cht'* his wi|v through, 
ruthless' Agitators of happy ^ and precipitately retreated onThragu. . 

country ko aiwwer for ! He^e he remained for some yime to. 

Extraordinary vfcissitodflS, though re^sh *his troops^ and i«jpepair -his 
unattended wilH decisive * Results, losses. On tl\o l4th June, the*]^ 
U, S. JotTRx. No. .S2. July lOM. 2 e ' , 
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lisli Commander again advanced^ elected Princ^Jieopdd as their King 
with the avowed determination of byn large majority of the Congress ; 
striking a decisive blow. .. * but there bein^ two parties to this 
Meanwhile the several "corps electiob, it Is not yet confirmed, 
thrown into Lithuania are stated tq ^all&oi^’ it is expected His Royal 
have gained advantages in the fibld^ Hi^iiess will jsccept the proffered 
and to have succeeded in rousing. Crpwa, upon suitable conditions, 
and sustaining the spirit of insur* The deputation sent to offer it has 
rection. returned to Brqssels with his ul- 

Tliere has been a fatality.throueh- timatum, which is supposed to be in 
out this war, favourable to' the PoleSi the affirmative. Gcii. Chasse has 
Amongst its signs we may enume- been coinpelled to restrain the Hub- 
rate — the frozen bridges of the Vis- ble^ qf Antwerp by the only argu- 
tula gliding suddenly away— the meats ^ of any. weight with “ les 
cholera waging an ex terimnating war Bra vof Belgej^,'* 
upon their ill-provided o{)poneiits — A revolution has been enacted in 

disunion and fatigue'paralysing the the enlightened empire of Brazil. 
hostile army— and, in fine, the A revolt wa% got up at Kio by a 
Balkan-passei^' checked, distract- handful of ignorant conspirators, 
ed by difficulties, and undermined, which so'disgusted Don Pcaro, who 
at length succumbing to bia altered himself par excellence the 

destiny by taking refuge in — ^thc Conslilutional Emperor of either 
grave. Count Diebitsch died, as world, that he abdicated the sceptre 
variously stated, of apoplexy or of that magnificent country and its 
cholera, at his head-quarters near semi-savage population in favour of 
Pultusk, on the 10th of June. ^ his son, an unhappy infiint. 

Count Paskewilsch Erivunskiy his The Kx- Emperor has been rus- 
victorious co-operator by the line of ticating, after tlie fashion of Dioclo- 
the Caucasus in the war of Turkey, sian, on 4he soil of Liberal France, 
is expected to succeed him. having come to. Europe in 11. M. 

Of Franck there is little new to Ship Volage, Lord "Colchester. His 
be recorded. "The march of anarchyi’'. Ex-Majesty-%as arrived in London, 
proceeds, denoted by those per^di-' In Tuirifiyjp^^erious insurrection 
cal outbreaks pT popular liceijitio^us- of the ARmbian^ under the Pasha 
ness, which" ever and ;anon convulse of Scutari, has been defeated by the 
society, and shake to its foundation Grand Vizier ; by which success, 
the flimsy fabric of government in the power of Sultan Mahmoud ap- 
that bankrupt and besotted country. p;;ars to be sl^ll further confirmed. 
Paris has been thencene of renewed GHki^k is the theatre of renewed 

disorders — ^the King l|i|^ been in- convulsions, and appears > as far re- 
sulted in the course ^of %i8 tour moved as ever from thq blessings of 
through the Provinces of the Rhinn Reace, or the security of life or pro- 
—Russia, it ^ iS stated,^ has been Without established Inrti- 

equally uncivil, for ^whicli summary tutiq|^,-or a Goverhihent entitled 
reprisals are thi^a^ned-«a mighty to respect, Wba| does the nominal 
eXj^ditioif ^is & chastise Frj^dom of these ^aywai^d Gree^ 

tlw. insolence*' of Don Miguel, ati^av#l*thein? It cannot even pro- 
which Spain very nkturally waxes tget thei^ from themselves. 

-and, in truth, It will be a '^Tn there have been 

;iil|r^le if our Gdllfb nemhboiirs do also distnfbances. Who that knows 
some fuUet for tueif martial that sterile Region pf Cretins and 
and oveif^wn army. t Imbecility will ascribe this move- 
The Bbloians have formally ment to the March of Intellect ? 
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NAVAL AND MILITARY 

On Saturday the*25tb of ^ttne«. a 
general meeting of Naval and Military ‘ 
Officers took iilace at i\te Thatched. 
House, St. James’s-street, '*'ai twt^ 
o’clock, to adopt resolutions for. the 
definitive cstablishinent of a Naval 
AND Military Li or ary and Mu- 
SKUM : Major-Gen. Sir Howard Doug* 
las, Bart, in the Clnur. 

The Chairnuin in opening the busi- 
ness of tlieaneeting sy^ioke as follows 
In attending the present meeting, 1 
certainly did not expect fo have b6en 
called upon to fill this honourable si- 
tuation, and least of all should 1 ex- 
pect to ilo so in the presence of so 
many distinguished and leading cha- 
racters, far better qualified tlian 1 can 
pretend to be to discharge the duties 
of Chairman of this meeting; but since 
it seems to be the pleasure of the gen- 
tlemen now assembled that I should 
fill the chair, 1 readily acf|uicsco, de- 
ferring to their wishes, rather than 
yielding to any consciousness of my 
own fitness. The only consideration 
which would make it at all appropriate 
for mo to preside on the present oc- 
casion, is, that I feel in my nature, 
my inclinations, my pursuits, and my 
affections, much in common with the 
two great pr(»fesNioiis, so many mem- 
liers of which I have now the honour 
to address, lehave given much and 
close attention to th^a^ence and the 
practice of both profe^ohSxlin<l I niay, 
therefore, in some sort be considered 
amphibious. It accordingly. afibrds me 
peculiar satisfaction to assist in bring- 
ing into existence a project which is 
likely to have the eftect'of associatings 
in closer bonds of amity an^ diiion, 
the ‘ members of both branched of the 
service, and of affording to them in 
conjunctions, increased facilities for ac- 
quiring precise and extensive infor- 
mation on professional subjects, and 
for augmenting their stock of g^eral 
knowledge. It is, of course, knowq to 
all whom I have now the honour to 
address, that the particulars of the 
proposed institutian have been for 
scime time before the public, aiid thtft 
since the issue of the circulars, the 
Provisional Committee has been en- 
gaged in maturing a plan which will 
now be submitted to the meeting. 


LIBRARY AND MUSEUM. 

The regular course I conceive will be, 
in the first place, for the Secreta^ to 
rejad the Report of' that Cunmiittee, 
«;and then every gentleman who has a 
resolution to propose or to second will 
be heard in due order. 

The question was then put and 
agreed to, that the Report be read. 

The Ci^irman — I have omitted to 
stale, that Lord Rosslyii was expe<‘ted 
to have taken the chair upon this oc- 
casion, but the sudden death of a near 
relative has unhappily deprived us of 
his presence and of his presidential 
assistance at this meeting. His Lord- 
ship has written the following letter 
apologising for absence. 

“ St. Jamcs's-sqnare, June ‘illrd 1831. 
“Sir, — I am extremely sorry to inform 
yom that the death of Lord Robert Spen- 
cer, a very near relation of mine, will 
make it impossible for me to have the 
liuuour of presiding at, or attending the 
meeting cndled on the 25th instant for tlie 
establishment of the United Service Mu- 
seum. 

I must, therefore, beg you to make 
my excuse to the Committee, and to assure 
them that 1 shall have great jdeasure in 
promoting the success of the object they 
have 111 view by every means in iny power. 
“ I have the honour to he your mf»st 
“ dutiful and obedient servant, 
“ llOSSLYN. 

“ Coin. Downes, R.N.” 

Canimander Downes^ one of 

the Secretaries, read the circular,* un- 
der which the meeting w^as convened. 

IJent, llaU, the other Secretary, 
then read the following Report of the 
Provisional C^ommittee. 

REPORT. 

Tlie Provisional CAminittee having com- 
pleted the duty for which it Avas originally 
f^iinod, beg., to si'ihii^it a brief notice of 
its proceedings, and to state the grounds 
upon which it has cimsidered itsell au- 
thorized to call tliifOeneral Meeting. In 
rx>naequcnc 4 /*of a want of a^suitable JSs- 
tahliBhmcmt.for promoting the objects de- 
tailed in the Circular which has Just been 
read, a want long felt and strongly ex- 
pressed by ofiicers of both services, a meet- 
ing took place on the 16th of Decemlier 

* A copy of the Article on this subject 
in oiif lost Number. 

2 E 2 
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1829, with a view to coneert the neces* 
Rary measures tor founding such an In- 
stitution. 

At that Aleeting a Provisional Com- 
mittee was formed for fuldlliiig this ob< 
ject, composed of — 

Major-Gen. Sir Howard Douglas, Bart. 

Chairman. 

Lieiit.-Oen. Sir Herbert Taylor. 

Capt. Beaufort, U.N. 

The late) Gen. Sir Samuel Bentham. 

acut.-(3ulonel D’Agiiilar. « 

Capt. W. ri. Smytii, R.N. * 

Lieut. -Colonel Grey. 

Afajor Sir Hubert Kerr Porter. 

Afajor Garvnck. 

Commander Downes, R.N. 

Major T. H. S. Clerkc. 

Capt. Cooke. 

Lieut. Hall. 

Afany incidental cii*cum8tniiccs prevent- 
ed a rapid progr^ in the preliminary 
measures requisiwj^r its formation ; but 
the Committee hm the satisfaction to 
state that dfteg the entire period of its 
existence, A^^t^hg feeling has b(*en cum- 
stantly mah^i^ted the Atembers of the 
profession iu flavour of the design. 

In the early part of the present year 
the Committee received a most gratifying 
communication from Sir Herbert Taylor, 
convoying the gracious intentions of bis 
Ijrcsf-.nt Afujesty to continue to the In- 
stitution that p.atronage, which, as Duke 
of C^lareiice, his Majesty had been pleased 
to bestow upon it : also that his Gr.'uv tlie 
Duke of Wellington had expressed himself 
favourably of the proposed Inutitutioii, and 
intimated his wishes to ]n'oinote its esta- 
blishment. 11 is Grace luis since acceptcxl 
the office of Vico Patron. 

Under such important and gratifying 
auspicos, tlie Committee proceeded touiiopc 
immediate and effective ineasuies for its 
complete organization, and to this end, 
several of the most distinghished officers 
in the several brandies of the service have 
been requested to take upon themselves 
the respective offices of Presidents and 
Vice Presidents ; a y.st of whom will be 
submitted to this Aleeting for its adoption. 

The Committee iinaliy proceeded to 
issue circulars explantA^ory of the design, 
aeodmpanied^by|kl9rm for the signature 
of officers, to.emv ship andjr^iment in 
his MajeBt^*|Mjervice, and likewise circu. 
lars to mdiMbal officeA) residing in the 
metropolis., .'^is measure has been at- 
temled with the anticipated result, for 
althoi^h not more thau three weeks have 
cdaiwed since their issue, a period too short 
to receive back replies from any of our 


foreign possessions, the Committee has the 
satisfaction to announce that the present 
number of Alembprs amounts to 735, of 
whom fifty arc Life Subscribers. 

The Committee having proceeded thus 
,far, this. General Aleeting of the United 
Sen-ice has been convened, to adopt Reso- 
lutions for its deffnitivti organization ; and 
on closing their labours, the officers com- 
posing it feel confident that such measures 
will issue from the fleeting, as at once to 
place the Institution oil such a basis, that 
the objects contemplated by its formation 
will be fully attain^fd, ami Ihi t the Naval 
and Military AJusenm will prove useful 
and creditubfe to the United Services, as 
well as advantageous to the country. 

Mnjor-Gen. *Sir Henry Hardinge , — 
In the absence of Admiral Sir Henry 
Blackwood, I find myself called upon 
to move the first Resolution. In sub- 
mitting this to the consideraton of the 
meeting, I must begin by observing, 
tha^ there is no officer at all accpiaintcd 
with the character of his Majesty, 
who must not he fully aware that the 
Sovereign woulti be tl’ie very first per- 
son in the Empire inclined to patronise 
and support mi institution so well cal- 
culated to advance the interests and 
improve the character of the two pro- 
fessions, as that which we are now as- 
sembled fill* the»,i>uri)ORe of establish- 
ing. £videii]|^.of such sentiments we 
have in the fact, that his Alajesty now, 
n hen Sovereign, is eqfjally ready, us 
when Lonl Higj^ Admiral, to advance 
this laudable 'and' excellent inulerta- 
king. If we sought for illustrations of 
the value of our projiosed institution, 
one at least would he suggested to us 
by the presence of my gallant friend 
ni->w in the chair. It is probably 
knowfi to many whom 1 have the ho- 
nour to address, that my gallant friend 
lias written au admirable Treatise 
upon the subject of Military Bridges; 
it is a treatise which has licen trans- 
lated into the German and French lan- 
guages, and lias become as it were a 
class-book amongst the niembpra of our 
profession on the Continent! Now, 
there are principles in that book the. 
most obvious and the most useful — 
obvious with the aid of a model, whicli 
are yet exceedingly difficult to be un- 
dentood without the benefit of that 
assistance. Thus then do we propose 
to afford all writers upon similar sub- 
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jectSj and all students of their works, 
those aids which drawing's and models 
alone can supply. 1 mi^lit enforce this 
by a variety of rcasonin^p^, and almost 
every Naval or Military work would 
furnish me with the means of illustra- 
tion Rut as I have^ given one case 
from my own profession^ I trust 1 may 
be allowed to give a second from thp 
other department | 0 f the service. 
There is the ci.se of carronade car- 
riages. My late duties at the Ord- 
nance broughtjit within my know- 

ledge, that fi»r fifteen rfir twenty years 
the subject of carroiiade-carringts Ci jis 
made matter of dispute ; but had the 
profession generally a ^ood supply of 
models and easy access to them — mo- 
dels displaying the views of every in- 
genious projector on the matter, how 
much more readily vrould just pritici- 
]iles have been adopted, and how much 
fewer would have been the disputes ; 
by how much less the uncertainty i 1 
need scarcely ptunt )'oiir ;ittention to 
the vast advantages that would accrue 
to the profession fnun having a com- 
plete and extensive Muscnni, in uhich 
would lie chronologically arranged 
models showing jft a view the improve- 
ments, by means of which any thing 
now in use has hoeii brought to its 
present state of perfection. As an ex- 
ample of the nnc<tiial state of the dif- 
ferent departments <if military sciemee 
and art, and a* proof how much an in- 
stitution of the sort contemplated is 
now recpiired— an institution which 
would prevent one part of the service 
from falling far behind the othei-s, — I 
Mill mention a fact. The pontoons we 
had throughout all the campaigns on 
the Peninsula did rot contain tlfb 
slightest improvement upon those used 
ill the time of Marlborough ; they were 
cpiite as cumbrous and as difficult to be 
transportechover land ; they very readi- 
ly received water, and w'heri tlie water 
once came in, both bridge and boats 
were in imminent dtangcr of being 
swept away. Since the war, no doidit, 
a far better species of pontoou has 
been invented, which can be transport- 
ed vvitli lialf the number of horses, and 
which in half an hour call be made 
available for transporting artillery 
across w'ide and rapid 'rivers. That 
was a vast improvement. There are 
various other improvements ^'hich 


have been made, but for which we 
should not have had to wait so long, 
if the inventive genius of the profes- 
sion possessed those facilities and ad- 
vantages which we now* propose to 
open. Here, I trust, weshidl not only 
have treatises to read, hut models 
and the drawings which illustrate 
those treatises, and render them 
mure useful and practical. Having 
thus ver)^ briefly stated my views on 
thil interesting and important under- 
taking, it is not my intention to trou- 
ble the meeting with any farther re- 
marks. I shall merely content n»yself 
with reading the Resolution which has 
been put into my bauds, and which is 
as follows : — 

Resolvcil, 1st. His Majesty having gra- 
ciously condescended to patronize the x>ro- 
posed 'liisticiition, that it be now fonned 
aiul designated — ^ • v.- 

“ The Naval and Miixtauv Mu- 
seum." , 

Sir Henry contmued.-*^Having read 
to you the Resolution in the precise 
terms in which it was put into my 
hands, 1 will now, with the permibsioii 
of mv gallant friend in tlie chair, take 
the liberty of suggesting, uhat 1 con- 
ceive Moufd be an improvement in the 
wording of the HesoJution, namely, 
that instead of our new establishment 
being called the " Naval and Military 
Muscum,*Mt should be called, “ Thk 
Naval and Military Library and 
Muslum.” 

Capt, Beaufort, B.N. in seconding 
the foregoing Resolution said, All the 
Navy, 1 may say, are now intent upon 
having a Naval* Scliool ; 1 hope they 
will succeed in that object; and all 
who feel an kiterest therein, niust also 
desire to promote the object for M'hich 
the present meeting is assembled ; for 
the Library and Museum will be but 
fpHowing up that plan. In another 
point of view^ 1 wduld most earnestly 
recommend it to the support and fa- 
vour of those wlm feel an interest in 
the honouB^ and character| and happi- 
ness of the membei's of both professions, 
for 1 confess l^am sanguine enough 
to hope, that oiir Library and Museum 
will detach many of our friends from 
the club-house and the billiard-table. 

The Resolution (the word “ Library” 
being inserted before Museum) was 
then put and agreed to. 
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Admiral Sir Robert St op ford , — The 
proposed establishment has my most 
cordial good ’wishes, and shall have my 
very warmest support. In my opinion 
it should — and L have no doubt it wiU 
— meet with the support of the heads 
of all the departments connected with 
the service. Army, Ordnance, and 
Navy. Those who iiave had a prac- 
tic-al opportunity of knowing how the 
mutter really stands, will be^ me out 
in the sissertion, that many. excellent 
schemes have been lost to the stfite 
from the impossibility of competent 
judges being made acquainted with 
their merits, or of examining and re- 
porting upon them. The Navy Board 
are inundated with schemes, many of 
them very ingenious : but there is nei- 
ther leisure nor means for attending to 
them, ^d, l am sure that in conse- 
quence been a great many 

good t'hihm|B|to away. But when 
*an associMpH^feh as we now pro- 
pose to foi^, shall have been ma- 
tured, every invention can be submit- 
ted ulniost to the whole profession, at 
least to such a number as will be suffi- 
cient to afford a satisfactory decision 
with respect to it. Thus the good will 
be separated from the bad— tlie grain 
from the chaff. So far as my assist- 
ance can go individually, I shall ren- 
der it most cheerfully, and 1 have 
no doubt the public Boards connected 
with the service, will i)romote the 
establishment of a Naval and Mili- 
tary Library and Museum, for it is a 
plan calculated to relieve them from 
a loud of trouble. 1 have now to move 
the second Resolution, which is as fol- 
lows : — 

Resolved, 2ndly. That /ill officers of 
the Army, Navy, and Murines, Militia 
(Regular and Loc^) Veuniaiiry, Bust In- 
dia Company’s Land and Sea Forces, and 
Civil Functionaries attached to those de- 
partments, be eligible Ui become Membeit. 

Major Cterke ^ — 1 have much plea- 
sure in seconding this Resolution. I 
fully concur in the object wjuich we are 
met to promote — an object which 1 
have elsewhere strenuously endeavour- 
ed to forward* 

Lieut,~Gen, Sir Robert Wileon ^ — In 
moving the next Residution, 1 shall, 
as concisely as possible, express my 
most hearty concurrence in the pro- 
posed plan— a plan, wliicli when* car- 


ried into effect, wjll bo not only advan- 
tageous to the professions, but suitable 
and ornamental r to thp Metroi|olis, 
and advantageous to the general inte- 
rests of the country. The present mo- 
ment, 1 consider, highly favourable for 
the formation ^ suen an establish- 
ment, but there is no time to be lost ; 
for there are many valuable collec- 
tions which will, 1 trust, be presented 
to you, but which, if you do not step in, 
may be dispersed ; and there are others 
now undergtiing the process i/f destruc- 
tion, which you« may be the means of 
savings AgUin, this Association will 
form another link between the moin- 
bers of the tw/> professions, affording 
further reasons for good understand- 
ing, mutual esteem, and brotherly af- 
fection between the Army and Navj^. 
To bring to maturity a project of this 
nature, will require many judicious 
regulations, but at present we are of 
course occupied with voting mere ele- 
mentary t»ropositions necessary for de- 
creeing the existence of such an esta- 
blishment — one which, 1 hope, will 
obtain genend ni)probatiuii, and con- 
ciliate the good will of all classes. 
The Resolution put rinto my hand, is 
as follows : — 

Resolved, .'irdly. That His Grace the 
Duke of Wellington be the Vice Patron.” 

Comrmwkr RkkeoUy R.N > — 1 can- 
not help expressing muck exultation 
at taking part in the firoceedings fur 
the formation of aii institution which, 1 
trust, will prove ornamental and bene- 
ficial to the country. It will contri- 
bute to connect more closely than be- 
fore the two services, to promote the 
best interests of the state, and to de- 
ibnd ^nd support the throne. 1 have 
much pleasure in seconding the Reso- 
lution, which has just been proposed. — 
The Resolution put and agreed to. 

LieuL-Gen, Sir Rufnn0 Donkin . — 
After the various observations which 
you have heard recommending the 
proposed plan to your adoption, it is 
unnecessary that 1 should detain you 
with any remarks of mine ; 1 have been 
anticipated, however, by my Gallant 
Friend opposite (Sir R. Wilson) in one 
observation 1 had intended to make, 
that as institutions of this nature always 
have the effect of bringing members 
of both professions more frequently 
together, they are calculated to in- 
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crease confidence, uttarhnientj and 
friendship ; and that those feelings may 
be ever perpe(uated iimongst us is my 
most earnest wish. 'J’he following is 
the resolution which 1 have thelionour 
to move : — 

Resolved, 4thly. Tl^at the First I^ird 
of the Admiralty, tlie^ Cuiiiniaiider-in- 
Ciiief of tiic Force's, the Vice-Admiral of 
Great Britaiu, the Al:<sier General of tl)!b 
Ordnance, the I^ord ^Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, and the (ireneral of ^larines, be the 
l^resideats^anil that the number he limit- 
ed to six, and that vIig following distiii- 
guislicd officers he Vice Vresideiits.” , 
Admiral Hon. Sir 11. Stopford, G.(?.B. 
Gen. the Karl of Rosslyn, G.(3.B. 

Admiral Sir Charles Ilaihilton, Bart. 

Gen. Lord W. Beiitinck, G.C.IL and 
G.C.II. 

Vice-Admiral Sir Thomas Byam Mar- 
tin, G.C.B. 

Gen. lion. Sir Kdivard Paget, G.C.B. 
Vice-Admiral Bight Hon. Sir George 
(vockhnni, G.C.B. • 

(len. Lord Viscount Comhermere, G.C.B. 
and G.C.H. 

Vice-Admiral Sir Henry VV’’. Bayntuii, 
K.C.B. 

Gen. liord Viscount Beresford, G.C.B. 
and G.C.H. * 

Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Griffith Col- 
poys. 

(len. Hon. Sir A. Hope, G.C.B. M.P. 
Vice-Admiral Hon. Chaides Klphinstone 
Fleeming. 

Lieut.-Geii. Sir Rufane Shaw Donkin, 
K.C.B. and tl.C.H. 

Vi(a 2 -Admiral the Hon. Sir Henry Ho- 
tham, K.C.B. 

Lieut.-Gen. Sir (ieorge Murray, G.C.B. 
and G.C.II. M.P. 

Vice-Admiral Sir Josias Rowdey, Bart. 


K.C.B. 

Lieut-Geii. Sir Thomas M. Brisbane, 
G.C.B. and G.C.H. • 

VicerAdminil Sir E. Codrington, G.C.B. 
Lieut.-Gen. Sir Herbert Taylor, O.C.H. 
Vice-Admiral Sir Henry Blackwood, 
Bart. K.\J.B. 

Lieut.-Gen. Sir R. Hussey Vivian, Bart. 
K.C.B. and G.C.n. 

Vice-Admiral Sir John Poo Beresford, 
Bart. K.C.B. 

Major-Geii. J. Mac4onald, Adjutant- 
(ieneral. __ 

Rear-Admiral Sir- Thomas Masterman 


Hai'dy, Bart. K.C.B. v n u 

Major-Gen. Sir Alexander Brice, K.L.H. 
Rear-Admiral Right Hon. Lord James 


O’Bryen. 


Major-Oeii. F. W. I^lulcastcr. 

Major-Gen. Sir llenrv Hardiuge, 
K.C.B. M.P. 

Director-General Sir James J\l‘Grig»w, 
Kut. M.D. 

Mawr Garvovk seconded this reso- 
lution, which was put and iigrccd to. 

Cohml lAtrtl Ffaderick Fitz»Clarence 
moved the fifth resolution, which was 
in the following terms : — 

Resolved, Sthly. That the manage- 
ment of the Institution be vested in a 
Council, to consist of the Vice Patron, 
Presiiieiits and Vii*e Presidents, and a 
Committee of thirty Members to be 'fleet- 
ed by the Swiety, and that seven shall 
form a quorum.” 

Seconded by Doctor Miacann, Medi- 
cal Staff. 

TAhuL Drummond, R. E. in refer- 
ence to the good effete, which such 
an institution would in making 
tlie members of thtf^pfeision early 
acquainted with the several useful dis- 
coveries applicable to their duties, ob- 
served that there had been recently a 
beautiful application of a new prin- 
ciple to correct the irregularities of 
the compass in high latitudes. It was 
first used in the late Northern expe- 
dition, and was one of those contri- 
vances highly ingenious and eminently 
useful, of which no verbal description 
could convoy an adequate notion, and 
which could never he clearly under- 
stood without the aid of a model. A 
paper had lately been read upon the 
subject by Mr. Barlow, the inventor, 
before the Royal Society, and there 
could be no doubt that the discovery 
was one of eminent iitilitv to the naval 
service, for it had been found to cor- 
rect an erit)r of a mile and a half in 
a distance of ten miles, which, in a 
narrow channel* and on a dark night, 
might be productive of very fatal re- 
isiilts, and often might be attributed 
to a current that had no existence. 
He apologised for having^ trespassed 
so long upon *tlie attention of the 
meeting, •but, having been educated 
under Professor Barlow, he^ hoped he 
might be excused for noticing an in- 
vention which, with the exception of 
Sir Humphrey Davy’s safety-lamp, was 
the greatest benefit which Science had 
conferred upon Art^ 
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The resolution was then put and 
agreed to. 

“ Resolved^ 6thly. That the Council be 
impowered to All up vacancies amongst 
the Presidents and Vice Presidents, as 
they may arise. That one third of the 
Members forming the Committee go out 
annually by rotation.” 

Colonel Salmon, in moving the next 
resolution, said he presumed it was 
put into his hands for no better reason 
than that he was an officer en^nged in 
the service of the flast India Com- 
pany ; he had much pleasure in mov- 
ing the resolution. 

it was seconded by Gapt. Lihou, 
R.N. and, being put from the chair, 
was agreed to by the meeting. It was 
as follows:— 

“ Ke80lyi^-7thly. That there be two 
Secretaries (me Naval tlie other Mili- 
tary,) and ' one ^Veasurer appointed by 
the Council. !^9!!he two Secretaries to be 
extra Members'^ the Committee.” 

His Excellency Major-Gen. Nicolay 
moved the eighth resolution, uhich 
was seconded by Lieut, llobo, R.A., 
and agreed to. 

Resolved, 6thly. That the following 
Mumbei's compose the Committee for the 
first year, ending December 1831. — 

Major-Oen. Sir Howard Douglas, Bart. 
Chairman. 

Capt. Beaufort, R.N. 

(*upt. Francis Brace, R.N. 

Capt. Norman Campbell, R.N. 

Major T. H. S. Clerke. 

Capt. Sir Francis Collier, C.B. R.N. 
Major the lion. W. L. F. De Kuos. 
Commander W. Dickson, R.N. 

Colonel Sir Alexander Dickson, R.A., 
K.C.B., and K.C.H. 

Lieut. Drummond, K.K. ^ 

Capt. the Hon. Henry Duncan, R.N. 

Capt. Lord Adolphus Fitz Clarence, R.N. 
Colonel Fox, Grenadier Guards 
Major Garvock, Assistant Adjutant Ge-^ 
neral. * 

Capt. Basil Hall, R.N. 
liieiit. Colonel Hanmer.Jtt. H. Guards. 
Colonel I. T. Jones, R.£. 
Lieut.-ColonerLe Blanc. 

Ciipt. Edwaid Lloyd, R.N. 

Col. W. G. MacGregor. • 

Capt. Frederick Marryatt, R.N. 

Colonel the Right* Hon. the Earl of 
Munster. 

Roderick Impey Murchison, Esq. 


Capt. G. R. Sartorius, R.N. 

Capt. W. H. Smyth, R.N. 

Capt. Straith. , 

Colonel Walter Tremenhebre, R.M. 

Capt. Sh* Thomas Trowbridge, Bart. R.N. 
Coicmel Sir Charles Brooke Vere, K.C.B. 
Colonel Wood, Royal East Middlesex Mi- 
litia. * 

Capt Norton moved the ninth reso- 
lution, to the following effect 

Resolved, Othly^. That the thanks of 
this Meeting be given to the various in- 
dividuals who have ^offered cofitrttmtious, 
especially to the officers of the late Royal 
Staff Corps, to Capt. W. II. Smyth, R.N. 
to Commander Downes, R.N. and to 
Messrs. Colburn ^and Bentley.” 
which, being seconded by Capt. Robe, 
R.E., was likewise agreed to. 

Lieut.^CoL Ltyrrl Braden ell — I have 
now to move a resolution, the purport 
of which I have no doubt will give ns 
much satisfaction to the meeting as it 
affords to myself : it is that the thanks 
of this meeting be offered to our 
chairman for the able manner in which 
he has filled the chair this day. The 
ability and propriety with which he 
has discharged the duty of ^diairmaii 
must, I think, be evSlont to all pre- 
sent, and 1 am sure tlic vote of thunks 
to him will pass unanimously. 

This having been seconded by Capt. 
Riackhouse, R.N. was carried by ac- 
clamation. T'he compliment was suit- 
ably acknowledged by fhe Chairman, 
who concluded the business by declar- 
ing that under the resolutions passed, 
Thb Naval and Military Library 
AND Museum was founded and con- 
stituted. Upon which the meeting 
dissolved. 

Cavi\lry Board.— The Hoard of 
General and Field Officers now sitting 
at the Office, 1 1 Duke-street, Westmin- 
ster, to rlecidc on a Revision of the 
Caval^ Movements, is composed of the 
following members : — 

Gen. Lord Viscount Combermere, Pre- 

sidenl ; 

Lieut.-Gen. Sir H. Fane, 

Lieut. -Gen. Sir Colqhoun Grant, 
Lieut.-Gen. Lord Edward Somerset, 
Migor-Gen. Kearney, 

Lieut.-Colonel Thackwell, 15tli Hussars 
I.ieut.-Coloiiel Stisted, 3rd Light Dra- 
goons. 
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Half Yearly Public Examina- 
tions AT THE Royal Military 
College. — TUe usiml Hnlf-yearly 
Public Examinations commenced at 
the Royal Military College at an early 
hour on Thursday, the 9th of June, 
and occupied the whole pf that and the 
two following days. The ('ommissioii- 
ers forming the Board of Examination,^ 
— besides General t^e Hon. Sir Ed-* 
w<ard Paget, the Governor, and Colo- 
nel Sir George Scovell, the Lieute- 
nant Govertior of t]^e Institution, — 
were, Major-Gen. Sir Howard Doug- 
las, Major-Geii. Macdonald* Adjutciiix- 
(rencral, and Colonel the Karl of 
Munster. Among the oiKcers of rank 
also present were, Gen. the ICarl of 
Cavan, Lord Frederick Fitz(-1arence 
and Colonel Fanshawc, of the Roysil 
Engineers. 

The examination of the officers 
studying at the Senior Department of 
the College, which was conducted prin- 
cipally by Sir Howard Douglas, with 
the ability for which he is distinguish- 
ed, elicited very satisfactory pnmfs of 
the attainments of Lieutenants H. K. 
JJ. Hutchinson, 7()th Regiment, and 
A. R. G. 'riioituifll, .‘)2nd Regiment, 
both of whom were presented with cer- 
tificates of the highest class. A well 
'Lxecuted military survey by these offi- 
cers, of above thirty scpiare miles of 
ground in Bedfordshire, w'as also ex- 
hibited ; and the display of military 
drawings and sketches performed by 
the officers generally during the half- 
year, was extremely creditable to the 
department. 

Two large and beautifully executed 
plans were also produced, showing the 
labours of the half-year in determining^ 
the trace and profiles, and in superin- 
tending the execution of the large 
Field Fort now in progress on the 
north side of the ('ollcge, in a situa- 
tion which seems, for the purposes of 
iustructioii, to have been judiciously 
chosen expressly to call forth 'all the 
resources of tlie engineer: another 
kind of practice consisted in tracing 
on the ground the parallels and an- 
proaches fur a feigned attack on the 
works about the College, as military 
lYosts ; the dimensions of these tracings 
being the same as for dbtual service, 
and the excavations on which had just 
been commenced by the detachment 
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of Royal Sappers and Miners employed 
at the Institution. 

Of the Gentlemen Cadets, the fol- 
lowing, wlio had completed their (pia- 
lifications by the result of these ex- 
aminations, were recommended in the 
order of their acquirements and com- 
parative merits, to the General Com- 
nmiiding-in-Chief, to receive commis- 
sions in the line without purchase 

James Qates, John (t. Champion, 
Martin M. Dillon, Christopher M. 
lYilson, Richard D. Baker, Edward C. 
Muiins, and Jolin Ileatley. 

Tlie following were the classes of 
Gentlemen Cadets brought forward for 
examination on the present occasion : 

I. In Mathematics nineteen, in- 
cluding two (Gentlemen Cadets Dillon 
and ('hampion) who, besid,es the re- 
gular course of Studies, were examined 
in (\>nic Sections and Spherical Tri- 
gonometry. 

II. In Fortili cation, including the 
Principles of its Permanent ( Construc- 
tions, the processes of their Attack 
and Defence, the operations of Mining, 
and the whole theory and ]»ruetice of 
Field-engineering, twelve Gentlemen 
C'adets were examined: all of whom 
had been instructed on the ground 
during the half-year, by means of 
the usual iletachment of the Royal 
Sappers and Miners, in throwing up 
iiitrenclimeiits, sapping, anil liaiid- 
grenade ))ractice. The Field M^)rks 
constructed were a continuation of the 
lines of intrenchment noticed on for- 
iner occasions, for which all the pro- 
tiles and dehlemeiits had been set up 
by the (¥eiitlemen (Jarlets tiii.Miiselve8, 
who also had been made to work with 
tlie Sajipers ip the excavation of the 
ditch and the building of the parapet. 
Many of the courses of sod work had 
been laid and shaped wholly by the 
cla^, with a precision and neatness 
which made it difficult to distinguish 
their work from that of the i^appers ; 
and by those \idio are acquainted 
with the skill attained by that ex- 
cellent corps, under the able direc- 
tion of Colonel Pasley, higher praise 
cannot he given. 

A sketch was also laid on the Board- 
lloom table, of a breast- work and 
abattis to cover a small post; whicli 
had been constructed near one of the 
College woods in a single day, by tlio 
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joint manual labour of the class of 
Gentlemen (Jatlets and detachment of 
Sappers. Tt appeared by the Journal 
of tne Field Work Practice laid before 
the Commissioners, that neither the 
Professor nor even the Seijeant of the 
Sappers was permitted to be present 
during any psirt of this work, of which 
the whole superintendence was com- 
mitted to Gentlemen Cadets Gates * 
and Wilson. , 

III. In Military Surveying and 
Sketching, fourteen (Tentlemen Cadets 
had completed the required course of 
instruction in the held ; and five others, 
who finished it in December last, 
had now executed several additionid 
sketches. The usual exhibition was 
also made of a number of landscape 
sketches from Nature, taken since 
the Spring by Gentlemen Cadets under 
Mr. Dclamotte, in a style equally cre- 
ditable to the master and pupils.* 

IV. In German, five Gentlemen Ca- 
dets were examined: the book from 
which they constructed passages, 
chosen at hazard, being the Peter der 
Grosse of Phaum. 

V. In Latin, nine: in the College 
expurgate edition of Juvenal. 

VI. In French, eight. In this ex- 
amination, the lead was taken by Lord 
Munster, wbo proved the qualihcations 
of the class, by selecting various pas- 
sages for them to construe from French, 
into English, and viva versa, in Vol- 
taire's Life of Charles and Southey’s 
Life of Nelson. 

Vil. In History, eight. This was, 
beyond qiiestion, the most distinguish- 
ed examination in the whole series; 
and the Instantaneous readiness with 
which the class obeyed a frequent call 
to change their narrative from one 
period to another, both in the Kiiman 
and Modern History, sometimes to an 
earlier epoch, and sometimes to a lat^r, 
as well as the cldhriiess and elegance 
of expression, with which, in these 
transitions, the thread of the narrative 
was caught up and pursued by each 
individual in his own language, excited 
the admiration of the numerous audi- 
tory by which the iSoard Room was 
crowded. 

East India Company's Military 
8&MiNARX.--The half-yearly exami- 
nation of this institution tooK place at 
Addiscombe on Thursday the %th of 


June, in the presence of tho Chairman 
of the Honourable Company, Robert 
Campbell, Esq», severpl Directors, and 
a nui;iber of visitors ; amongst whom 
was the learned Bralimin Ram-Mo- 
hun-Row. This 'personage excited 
much attentiop, and appeared himself 
not a little struck with the splendid 
receptacle and admirable means of 
education provided for those youths, 
who were destined 4o protect and pre- 
side over the interests of his native 
land. ^ • 

After the usual course of examina- 
tfoD) the general results of which were 
not quite equal to those we have wit- 
nessed on other occasions, the follow- 
ing Gentlemen Cadets of the First 
Class were named for commissions, viz. 

Engineers . — Thomas Keighly, Alex- 
ander Cunninghain, John Stuil, Gore 
Munhee, John Skirrow, Charles Orr. 

Arti/fery . — Robert Warburtoii, Jo- 
sef)h Phillips, John Pottinger, John 
Goad, Francis Voyle, Andrew Mac- 
intire. 

With twenty others appointed to 
the Infantry. 

The Chairman then proceeded to 
distribute the prizes, of which 'seven 
were conferred on Gentleman Cadet 
Keighly, whose talents and conduct 
merited this distinction. Gentleman 
Cadet Cunningham, son of the Poet, 
was almost equally successful. The 
proceedings closed with an address 
from the Chairman, who referred in 
a very impressive manner to some 
disorders which had detracted from 
the usual good conduct of the Cadets 
during the half-year, and concluded 
with an admonition which we have no 
*doubt will liave the desired effect. 

Riots at Merthyr Tidvil. 93ro 
Regiment. — A numerous and disor- 
derly assemblage of miners and other 
lawless persons, having committed vio- 
lent outrages and breaches of the peace 
at Merthyr Tidvil and its vicinity, a 
party olP the dep6t of the 93rd High- 
landers, under Major Falls, was called 
with pressing speed by the local Ma- 
gistrates from their quarters at Brecon, 
to the unprotected scene of riot. On 
the arrival at Merthyr of this handful 
of troops, considerably under one hun- 
dred men, they took post in front of 
the Castle Inn, where the Ma^strates 
were assembled, and were auuaciously 
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attacked ky the mob,' who, closing 
round, rushed suddenly and savagely 
upon the unpi;ppared*party, with a 
view to disarming and destroying 
them. In the first of these objects, 
notwithstanding the surprise, they but 
partially succeeded, the^ soldiers, with 
characteristic steadiness, at first strug- 
gling hand to hand and successfully 
with the “ physical force** of their 
assailants, and thc'i pouring in a fire 
which told with its usual effect, dis- 
persing thc^insurgeuts to the neigh- 
bouring hills. Major t^'alls and several 
of the soldiers were seriously injusedt 

Deeply as we lament an <iifray at- 
tended with such fatal reaults. we think 
that the lesson thus furnished to cer- 
tain classes of this country on the new 
doctrine of the physical force-princi- 
]dc, may not be unattended with ad- 
vantage to the community. It proves 
two things — both the dlsposithm of the 
lower orders of our coimtryinen to f/Lct 
upon the incendiary reconimemlations 
so industriously held out to them— and 
the inadequacy of mere brute force 
when directed gainst organized bo- 
dies, however inferior in numbers, con- 
stituted as the Hrftish troops are, and 
sternly resolved to do their duty. Wc 
can trace both in this instance, and in 
the equally deplorable affair of New- 
towiibarry in Ireland, the spirit and 
the means by which Mobs are now 
taught tliut th*y must iiilallihly and 
easily attain their violent ends 
against regular troops — a futid delu- 
sion, which we would again lift our 
voice to di8))el, ere more serious evils 
have accrued from its blind indulgence. 

As to the c(»ntemptible clamour, 
fruitlessly attempted to be excited 
against the troops for tbeir soldierlike 
and patriotic conduct on this occasion, 
as it has not been shared by a rational 
l)eing, so itmierits not our notice, nor 
that of our gallant comrades in ques- 
tion. There is but c»iie course for Bri- 
tish soldiers in every similar* case — vl 
resolute adherence to their defined 
duties and iiTimediate orders, — upon 
their firm and upright, yet temperate 
execution of whiclr the ])eace of so- 
ciety at this moment mainly depends. 

In justice to our brother soldiers we 
cannot refrain from hrihging forward 
the opinions of competent judges of 
their conduct, living on the s|H)t» mid 


bearing impartial testimony to their 
public services and general deport- 
ment. It is gratifying to add that on 
the return of the 93rd to Brecon, they 
were met hy the inhabitants, who, with 
cordijil acclamations, regaled and es- 
corted them hack to their old quartet's. 

The following judicious remarks are 
extrH('.ted from The Monmouthshire 
Merlin,*’ an honest and influential pro- 
vincial tTournal. On such an occasion 
it is for more agreealtle to us to adopt 
the discriniinatii^g and unbiassed lan- 
guage of our fcllow-suhjects than to 
employ our own. 

It is very easy f<»r a well-edu- 
cated Cockney gentleman, sitting 
tranquilly in an elbow-chair over a 
h(»ttle of old port, to work himself 
into an ecstasy of enthusiasm on the 
subject of constitutional liberty — to 
quell, with a fiourish of his pen, the 
fury of an excited multitude to which 
he has never been exposed — and to 
descant in eloquent terms upon tbe 
sanguinary exercise of military pow'er. 
On the day preceding the fatal affniy 
in which so many lives w'ere lost, the 
Magistrates were unable to prevent tbe 
spoliation of Mr. CJoffin’s bouse, and 
the other acts of outrage then corn- 
iiiitted. Under these circumstances 
they were compelled to sejid for the 
military. About eighty of the 93rd 
Higblauders arrive from Brecon on 
Friday morning, after a hasty march 
(»f eighteen miles— they proceed to the 
Castle Hotel, amidst the insults and 
vituperations of a mob, iximprising at 
least 10,000 men, emboldened by the 
success of their hrst attem]>ts against 
the public peace, and det^TViined for 
further miscjiief. The Kiot Act is 
read — the Magistrates, one after ano- 
ther, address the mob, and entreat 
them to dispei*se. What is the reply ? 
An attack upon the soldiers in trorit 
ot the inn — a seiz\i<re of their arms — 
and an avtmi attempt, by the jmpuhice, 
in which they nearly euveeeded, to take 
the place storm. At this moment, 
and not before, orders afe given to 
fire. Could human forbearance go 
further ? Word the soldiers to stand 
quietly at their posts, while their com- 
rades were being murdered, until it 
should come to their turn to undeigo 
the same fate By the law they 
w'uuin have been justified in firing on 
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the refusal of the mob to disperse after 
the reading of the Riot Act. Surely 
self-defendeo-^elf-prescrvation, was an 
excuse which would be admitted be- 
fore the iudgrnent-seat of Heaven ! 
The idea of two or three magistrates 
and half a dozen (^onstfibles being able 
to apprehend such a body of rioters, 
consisting of men at whose herculean 
exertions of strength in their daily 
labour the comparatively, eifeminate 
Londoner would gape with astonish- 
ment, is perfectly ridiculous.'* 

Presentation of Colours to 
THE 70th Regiment. — On the birth- 
day of our most Gracious Sovereign, this 
distinguished corps, mustering 700 bayo- 
nets, assembled on parade at Richnioud 
Barrack, Dublin, previously to being 
marched oiT to the gmiid review in the 
Phoenix Park. The solemn and impres- 
sive ceremony of presenting a stand of 
colours to the 70th, had been reserved 
for a grand and suitable occasioti. The 
befitting season of the first anniversary 
of our Monarch's uatal day since his 
accession, was selected as the most ap- 
propriate for this imposing spectacle. 
The colours to be presented were two — 
one bearing the emblem of the Union, 
the other the devices of the 70th, in rich 
and tasteful embroidery— at once the 
workmanship and gift, (as we w^ere in- 
formed,) of the fair and accomplished 
daughter of the oflicor in command* of 
the regiment. 

Cholera Morbus Quarantine. — 
On this, at the jiresent moment, en- 
grossing subject, the following Pro- 
clamation has been issued by the 
Lords of B'is Majesty’s Must Honour- 
able Privy (Council. , 

Whereas by an Act passed in the 
sixth vear of the reign of King George 
the F*ourth, intituled An Act to re- 
peal the several laws relating to the 
performance of qaaraiitine, and to 
make other provisions in lieu thereof," 
it is amongst othen things enacted, 
that it shall and may be lawful for the 
Lords and Others of his Majesty's Privy 
Council, or any two or more of them, 
to make such order as they shall see 
necessary and expedient upon any un- 
foreseen emergency, or in any parti- 
cular case or cases, with respect to any 
vessel arriving and having any infec- 
tious disease or distemper on boaf d, or 


on board of which any infectious dis- 
ease or distemper may have appeared 
in the course of the vpyage, or arriv- 
ing under any other alarming or sus- 
picious circumstances as to infection, 
although such vessels should not have 
come from any place from which his 
Majesty, his heirs or successors, by and 
with advice of his Privy Council, may 
have adjudged and declared it proba- 
ble that the pla^^ic, or any such infec- 
tious disease or distemper, may be 
brought, and also witli re..|)ect to the 
persons, goodjji, wares, merchandizes, 
andother articles as aforesaid on board 
the same, and tliat all such orders so 
made by the., Lords or otliers of the 
Privy Council, or any two or more of 
them as aforesaid, shall be as good, 
valid, and eifectual to all intents and 
purposes (as well with respect to tlie 
Commander, Master, or other person 
having the charge of any vessel, and 
al4 other persons on board tJie sfinie, 
as witli respect to any other person 
Jiaving any intercourse or conimuiiica- 
tiun witli tliem, and to the penalties, 
forfeitures, and puiiisbments to which 
they may respectively become liable,) 
siA any order or orJeit? made by his 
Majesty, his lieirs, or siircessors, by 
ami with the advime of his or their 
Privy Council, coneerning quarantine, 
noticed by the Proclamation, or pub- 
lihlicd in Thf! Ijondoti Gazelle, 

Ami whereas udvice« have been re- 
ceived that the Cholera Morbus has 
lately been making alarming ]>rogrcss 
in certain 'provinces of the Russian 
Empire, it is hereby ordered in C'outi- 
cil, that all vessels coming from, or 
arriving at, any port or place in Rus- 
sia, and bound to any port or place in 
the United Kingdom, or to the islands 
of (viiernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sark 
or Man, (having clean bills of health,) 
as well as all vessels, boats, and per- 
sons having liad communication with 
such vessels, shall proceed to such of 
the under-mentioned ports as may be 
nearest an4 most convenient to their 

K >rt of destination, viz. — Cnimuity 
ay, in t^he Murray Frith, to the an- 
chorage in the Frith of Tay, near 
Dundee, in the Frith of Forth, between 
the North Queen's Ferry and Lord 
Elgin’s Limekilns ; White Booth roads, 
between Hull and Grimsby; Staiidgate 
creek; the Motherbauk; at Ports- 
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mouth ; Wymuiith ; Faiinoutli ; Mil- 
ford-Haven; ComWo-]>ool, (in the 
river Mersey,) rfiear Liverpool, Holy- 
loch, in*the Frith of (.lyde; aiid» shall 
there perform quarantine, and be sub- 
ject, with their crews, pilots, and tal) 
persons havirifr eomni^nication with 
such vessels, to all the rules and re- 
{Tiilations established by his late M:i- . 
jesty’s Order in Council, of the 19th 
July 1S25. 

And the Lords Commissioners of hU 
Majesty's 'W’easury, Jhe Commission- 
ers for e.vccutiiifr* tlie effice id’ Lord 
Hi^h Admiral of Great lfritain,*tlle 
Lord Warden of the Cinque Forts, the 
JVlaster General, aTid thv! rest of the 
Principal Officers of the Ordnance, 
his Majesty's Secret ary-at-War, and 
the Governor and Commaiiders-iii- 
Chief for the time heinp:, «^f the said 
isles of tiuernscy, Alderney, Sark and 
Man, are to {iive the necessary direc- 
tions herein as to them respecliv«ly 
may appertain. W. Hathcrst. 

Boako op 11 kal 1 li. -Besides tho 
rigorous ob.'-ervation ol' quarantine. 
Government has established a Board 
of Health to instruct and direct the 
public, should tlie^cliolera be unhap- 
pily introduced to this countr}^ Go- 
vernment h;is likeui.-e received a very 
ample and nuist intelligent report from 
Sir A. C'lTiehtc.n, giving an aceount of 
the progress and ileclinc ol'lhe ciioh?ra in 
Russia. It doi s*ijtFt, however, appear, 
that any mode of treatment has been 
discovered as a cure fur this dreadful 
malady. The learned writer describes 
the pains attendant iqmn it to be ex- 
cruciating in the extreme. 

Navat. SenooT.. — A secondi 
'meetin** of Naval Officers was lieW at 
the Thotched-house Tavern, St. James's 
Street, on ihe 14th of June, for the pur- 
pose of taking into cousideralion the best 
mode of carrying into execulinu the plan 
for erecting a Uoyal Naval School, for 
the education of the sons of Na\'al and 
Marine officers. Among the officers 
present were Sir II. Blackwood, Sir T. 
Williams, Sir C. Rowley, Admiral So- 
therun, Admiral Xpllemache, Captain 
Dickson, and various other officers. — 
l^ord Yarborough and Lord Manners 
were also present.— Sir U. Blackwood 
having been called to the chair, 

Capt. Dickson read the report ^liich 
he had been ordered to present at the 


last meeting. He (Capt. D.) then stated, 
that his Majesty had bcem graciously 
pleased to declare his willingness to be- 
come the patron of the institution, and 
his approbation of the design as “ one 
deserving of every cnccuragemeht." 
The report, after lamenting the deplor- 
able death of Sir Joseph Yorke, the 
Chairman of the late meeting, proceeded 
to stat(^, that the resolutions which were 
then jpassed* had been adopted with the 
same ardour in all tlie naval ports, and 
that shares for the admission of pupils 
had been subscribed for in London, in 
Portsmouth, in Plymouth, in Southamp- 
ton, ill Kxeter, in Bath, and in various 
other ]daces. The report then proceeded 
to state that the Dukes of Norlhiimbei- 
land and Richmond had expressed the 
most friendly feelings to tlie Society; 
that Lord Yarborough had signified his 
intention to take twelve shares ; that 
Lieut. Lord X’isrouut Bangor, R.N, had 
transniilted a iloiiation of i’/iO. from Ire- 
land, and hud also given bis name as an 
annual subscriber of .ClO, and that vari- 
ous other officers luid taken from two to 
four shares eacli. The rcjiort concluded 
by slating, tliat the project was to esta- 
blish an iiitennediate School, which, 
whilst it wouid not be so expensive as 
the Naval College, would obiiate the 
humiliation which naturnlly altemlL'd the 
youth through life who inigljt bo edn- 
cali'd with liu; sons of coiniuon seamen 
and marines. ( )ii concluding tlie report, 
(,’apt. Dickson read a series of resolu- 
tions to the iiietHiug, one of wliich con- 
tained the thanks of the meeting to his 
Most (rracioiis Majesty, for the patron- 
age wliich he iiad armouiiced^is inten- 
tion to bestow pn tliis institution. 

By general acclamation this last reso- 
lution was carried tirst. 

When tlie names of the committee 
were read over, it was proposed, and, 
afAr a desultory disciVssion carried, that 
three ffag officers and Capt. Dickson 
should be appointed to select a com- 
mittee, and tp rejiort thereon on Friday 
next to the meeting. The flag officers 
^pointed for this duly were Sir H. 
Blackwood, Sir C? Rowley, and Sir T. 
Williams. 

Considerable discussion then took 
place as to the best mode of accomplish- 
ing the objects of the institution. No- 
thing \^'as, however, settled, and the meet- 
ing broke up at foip* o'clock, after voting 
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their thanks to Sir 11. Blackwood and 
Capt. Dickson. Subscription books 
were opened in the room, and a number 
of shares were immediately taken. 

The estimated sum for the erection 
of the proposed building is £12,000. 

In tne course of the day, Sir G. 
Martin asked Capt. Dickson what sum 
of money he tliought would be requisite 
to pay for the erection of the proposed 
building ? Capt. Dickson : £12^000, 
Sir. — Sir .f. Martin: What sum is al- 
ready subscribed ? — C/apt. Dickson : 
too shares have been taken ; that, at £25 
a share, will give £2,500. — AnotherUlfi- 
cer : What is the amount of annual sub- 
scriptions paid in?— Capt. Dickson: 
Little or nothing is paid in ; but gentle- 
men have sent in their names as annual 
subscribers to the amount of £140. or 
thereabouts. Besides, no accounts liavo 
yet been sent in from Plymouth, and 
many othcers, 1 know, have held back 
till they know what is done at this meet- 
ing. An officer could not doubt but 
that £12,000 would soou be raised for 
so important a national subject. At the 
same time he should propose that tlirce 
distinct set of books siiould be opened, 
one for donations to the buildings, a lo- 
ther for shares, and a tiiinl for annual 
subscriptions, which was agreed to. 

In furtherance of this great national 
object, several donations and subscn|>- 
tioiis have since been received. 

Royal Geographical Society. — 
June 13. — John Barrow, Ksq. V. P., in 
the chair. — ^A paper on the province of 
Arracan was read. The principal har- 
bour, named “ Kyouk Phyoo,” takes 
its name^Trom the quantity of white 
pebbles thrown on its beach during the 
S.W'.i monsoon — the name signifying 
white stones. The province extends 
from lat. 20® 4-6' N. to 16® 2' N., and 
is separated from the Burman terri- 
tory by the Yeoffiandoiig mountains. 
Cheduba and Ramree are the principal 
islands on its coast. They are partly 
fertile, producing rice, cotton, silk, and 
indigo, buf these are not raised in suf- 
ficient quantities for exportation. 
population of the whole province 
amounts to about 200,000, and since 
it was ceded to the ^st India Com- 
pany, has been kept in subjection by 
one regiment of sepoys. A regular 
d4k is established between Calcutta 


and Arracan, passing tliroiigh Chitta- 
gong, and reaches Landoway in about 
ten days. The 'inhabitants are a hardy 
and inoifeiisive race. Their only wants 
are supplied from their own resources, 
whicli they command independent of 
the aid of strangers. Their houses 
are formed liiostiy of the bamboo, 
being raised from the ground, and 
generally built amidst the jungle, sur- 
rounded by plantations of cotton, in- 
digo, tobacco. &c. Their principal 
food consists of fish and r?l:e, idthough 
there is no scarcity of Inifialoes, bul- 
locks, and poultry. The bufialoes are 
esteemed much by them, on account of 
their docile hr hits, and utility in tread- 
ing out rice ; and their surprise is great 
on finding strangers anxious for them 
on account of their meat, as they iiiia- 
gioe by their eating of it they will be- 
come calves. Rice and fish were both 
exported from this country to the 
M'iuritius lately, at a very modenite 
rate. 

There are few persons who cannot 
read and write among tlie natives of 
Arracan, their records being kept on 
the palm leaf. Their alphabet consists 
of thirty-six characters, wriiteii from 
left to right. Their schools are under 
the management of the priests, two or 
three of whom belong to every village. 
Celibacy is maintained by the priests, 
who also adopt the custom of shaving 
their heads. Their dress consists of 
dirty-yellow cotton. (Should a young 
priest be dissatisfied with his calling 
on account of its restrictions, he is 
always at liberty to return to his 
former condition, and marry whenever 
he pleases. The priests are a well- 
Hisp^ed set of men, not interfering in 
the concerns of their neighbours, un- 
less referred to, which is often tlie case 
in any dispute, when they settle the 
matter by arbitration. These people 
are by no means given to that servile 
hypocrisy of their western neighbours, 
and bear an excellent character as to 
probity in generaW^- In their dealings 
of every kind their word may be relied 
on. They demand the price they con- 
sider an article to be woi*th, and no 
more ; although it is much to be feared 
they will lose these good traits in their 
communicatidh with the natives of 
Bengal. The womens are nut kept 
secluded, and are attired much in the 
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Chiaese style. Their present trade is 
carried on by means of coasting ves- 
sels, which carr}; their produce to Cal- 
cutta^ as well as up the Irawad(^' to 
Ava, or Kaiigoou. I'hey obtain in 
exchange the silks of the latter coun- 
tries, wliich are superioj^ to their own, 
and preferred to any others brought by 
Europeans. 

A communication was next read on 
the llimaiaya Mauu^aiiis. Latitude 
is of little importance in the conside- 
ration of climate on Jhis lofty range. 
The whole is distributed like strati^ 
and in one day a range may* be pajsea 
through from the heat of tlie tropics 
to the limits of the hard)% birch. The 
iiighest cultivation on the Houthern 
face of the lofty chain, occurs at a 
level of 10,000 feet, the crops being 
thin and ])uor. The maximum tem- 
perature in «luiie, is 72^, and the mean 
of the whole year 4*2"*. Forests coii- 
tiiuie to a height of ll,o0() feet, but 
the trees decrciise in si/e beyond this 
height. — The route across the j»ass of 
the Himalaya was thus described : 
TJie Lutley river was crossed at 
AVangtoo, hy a bridge of ropes. The 
route from hence Was duo north, and 
attained a height of 11,000 feet. Per- 
petual snow' occupied the loftiest re- 
gions, and had accumulated in enor- 
mous bodies. Huge masses frequently 
break loose by the heat of the sun, and 
fall with a trciinWidous noise into the 
abyss beneath, carrying with them 
w'holo acres of rocks. At sunrise the 
ground is covered with frost, the ther- 
mometer 23. At the height of 1.5,000, 
respiration was affected, and great 
debility and sluggishness were expe- 
rienced. On encamping at nigl^ in 
the pass, increased motion in the blood 

E duced giddiness, with pains in the 
, and intolerable heat in the face 
and eyes, accompanied with dreadful 
thirst: in the mc»rning the thermo- 
meter was at 6. The sensatioris pro- 
duced by the rarefaction of the air are 
beyond all descripmh. There is an 
anxiety, and sense of suffocation quito 
intolerable; ^n. the slightest motion 
the breathing is hurried, and it is 
impossible to get a full respiration: 
the elasticity of the surface of the 
bo^ is reduced, and, thfre being no 
somcient counterbalaiice to the circu- 


lation, the blood is precipitated through 
the relaxed system, deranging the 
whole. The extreme height of the 
pass is 16,500 feet, smd it is flanked 
by pesiks rising to 18,500. The crest 
of the pass is less sharp than others, 
and declines very gradually. As the 
Chinese frontier is approached, the 
, country and scenery change ; trees 
shrink from the arid atmosphere, and 
become stunted and few. Vegetation 
is sji|)li\s8 and scanty, and tlie moun- 
tains tlieinselves soften into bluff 
masses. In July and August the air 
is humid, and clouds hang about the 
peaks like mists, and according to the 
variations in tlicdensity of tlie atmo- 
spiiere, they sometimes roll down and 
settle in the bottom of the valley. 
There they re.it motionless, until some 
atmospheric change setting them in 
stgitatioii, they move off, and rising 
until the air can carry them no fur- 
ther, they form a belt round the crests 
of the peaks, which shoot through 
their sides and appear like islets in the 
ocean. i5uch are the general features 
of the country, through which the. 
route to Sadak lies. The traveller in 
his course finds himself environed by 
cliffs, whicli are perpetually breaking 
loose. His daily occupation is climb- 
ing to the tops of mountains, iind de- 
scending again to tlieir base; at one 
time shivering on the verge of conge- 
lation, and at another op))ressed by 
lieat. Frccipices of a frightful depth 
are often skirted by rude staircases (»f 
frail constructi4)n, and torreiits are 
crossed by cradle bridges of twigs - 
swinging in the wind. ^ 

Oil the conclusion of the above 
paper, the President announced the 
return of the Landers from Africa, 
having succeeded in coming down the 
Niger to the sea from Youri. He 
obrjprved that the river was found to 
run first to the s*mthwarcl, then to the 
eastward, the S.E. and S.W. into the 
se«fc ; — that in consA|uencc of the late- 
ness at whicii the journals Ji.ad been 
received, there was no time to draw up 
any statement of tjieir discoveries, but 
that by the next meeting he hoped 
that one would be prepared for the 
Society. 

Thk Coursf. of the Niger. — The 
discovery of the termination of the course 
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of the Niger^wtll be of the greatest im- 
poitaqce tp geograpliy, to our political 
fOfr&tf to civilization. 

With rferd to geography, perhaps 
the^Contrachcti6n which was afforded by 
th^various sotirces whence we derived 
our knowledge of llic character of the 
interior of Africa, and of the course of, 
next to the Nile, the most renowned, 
and, as was considered from the same 
accounts, the greatest river of that coun- 
try, has in late times given unlimited 
zest to tlic pursuit of further information, 
and has not in the least detracted from 
the pleasure with which wo find that we 
are indebted to our countrymen for the 
solution of this all-absorbing problem. 
It appears that among tiie ancients, 
many facts connected with the geo- 
graphy of the interior of Africa were 
well known, which have still been an 
object of discussion among the moderns ; 
and of these we may enumerate the 
occurrence of a large lake or marsh (for 
it is either, at different seasons of the 
year), whose real existence, beyond the 
speculations of geographers, was very 
/unsatisfactorily established, until the 
journey of Denham and Clapperton ; 
and the fact of the occurrence of a great 
liver in the west, emptying itself into 
the ocean, though many were of opinion 
that it hist itself in an inland luardi, or 
in the desert, while olhere supported the 
opinion of its identity with the Nile of 
tlie Kgypliaiis. The researches of Pto- 
lemy and the Arabiiin geographers on 
ttic Nile of the Negroes, and in later times 
the travels of Leo Africaniis, who was a 
Moor of ( Grenada, demonstrated the ab- 
surdity opinion ; and how extra* 
ordinary that, in the boasted perfection 
of human intellect, it should have been 
broached several centuries afterwards, 
and that the barometric levellings of 
Bruce should have been necessary to 
enforce convictioiv! It is not at all im- 
probable that Ilanno, the Carthaginian, 
us advanced by Macquecn, reached the 
Bight of Benin, or of Biafra ; and cer- 
tiiinly the geographical intbrination ob- 
tained on these countries by Herodotus 
and Edrisi was more accurate than tlie 
speculations of many modem geogra- 
phers. . 

Observations had demonstrated to the 
moderns that no large river emptied itself 
into the ocean on the north-west' coast, 


though it required a. more aecaiiir&te nc- 
qudiptance with the' Senegal and the 
Gambia before • it was'.,fully ascertained 
tliat «ihdy were not the outl^S of this 
{p%at stream. ' The progress' of naviga- 
tion along the soirth-easterri shores of 
Africa also sli,o\ved that no large fiver 
emptied itself into the sea along that 
coast; while the settlements of the Por- 
tuguese on the coast to the south of Cape 
Lopez, led them", at*aii early period, to 
adopt the opinion afterwards supported 
by At lingo Park, and Mr. ‘Barrow, that 
one or more of the rivers in their vici- 
nity were the outlets of the great river of 
the interior of Africa. Two celebrated 
geographers, l>*Anville and Major Bon- 
iiell, however, espoused the theory of the 
waters emptying themselves into the 
Wangara, or great marsh ; wliich argu- 
ment underwent various modifications in 
the hands of different geographers; and 
though the probahility of its emptying 
iueifinto the Gulf of Guinea had been 
pointed out on the continent, and vigo- 
rously supported iu this country, an ex- 
pedition was lilted out to cxplove the 
Congo or Zaire, which, though unfortu- 
nate to the individjiials concerned, was 
yet satisfactory in a 'geographical point 
of view, and demonstrated that the rivers 
south of C’ape Lopez were not the outlets 
of the waters of the Niger, and gave 
origin to u speculation which partook of 
ull the cliaractcrs of a romance of the 
desert, bcneatli the sands of which its 
author buried the gigantic stream, loaded 
with the w'aters of the Wangara or Lake 
Tcliad, to make it flow into the Medi- 
terranean at the Syrlis of the ancients. 

In the history of geography there are 
«no examples of greater perseverance and 
coui^igeous determination than in the 
efforts made to triumph over the diffi- 
culties presented in the solution of this 
important question. SincQ 18L5, there 
has scarcely a year passed in which a 
new attempt has not been made ; and of 
these, if we recede a little farther back, 
twenty-five were jgKle by our country- 
men, fourteen by™rencfimen, two by 
Americans, and one by ja German; of 
which but a small nuimr, since the 
days of IJougbUm, have not fallen vic- 
tims to their heroU devotions. 

Mungo Paxk first observed the direc- 
tion of the stream which had become as 
much an object of discussion jis its tei^ 
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mipation : to 3ay> After the those emptying diemselveR into the Wau- 

present macoyerjf, itr willy in .sbmeparti^ gara on the other. The course given 
of its .^ursey still lernatn so. The iiu- by Sultan Bclloy and the information ob-^ 
foKtuinM Moeller just alluded to^pre- tallied by Major DenhaiOy bod) pointed 
vi^s lo,hlS descent pf tlm nver, obtained out a river coursing to the east, which is 
some information from' Mpors and from probably the branch followed by the 
negroesy pn its course ^ Timbuctoo. Landers ; for its termination in Lake 
The JimSie of Park is synonymous with Tchad had not even an air of probabi- 
Jenn^y Gin6, Dhjennd, of other writers, ^lity ; though it is not, on the other hand, 
as Jenne has again been confounded *at ail improbable that other branches 
with Kano or Kanno.^ It may be a empty then^elvcs into the Bight of 
figurative tem — ^for the Jinnie of Park Bcuiif, by the rivers -Formosa or Volta, 
was on an island, as was the Jennd of according to information given to Cap- 
the Moorish reports, wnile the Jenn^ of tain Clapperton and Major Laing. 
some travellers is at a short disumce We had intended to embody some 
from the liver. This cannot be the case remarks upon the pretended journey of 
with regard to Timbuctoo, which is visit- Caillic ; but we find we have already 
ed by caravans twice a year from Mo- occupied too much space in details ne- 
rocco ; nor is the name met with any cessary to make the geographical nature 
where, except the two first syllables in of tlie questiomwell understood ; and we 
the town of Timbo, which cannot be shall content ourselves with remarking, 
mistaken for Timbuctoo. that the discovery of the termination of 

Major Laing had discovered the tlie (Jiiorra, or Niger, tends to throw a 
source of the Niger to be in the mouti- degree of improbability upon the narra- 
tains of Loma, in 9^ 15' west latitude, tive of that individual, which it will 
and had asceitaincd its course for a recpiiriMnucli ingoimity to explain away, 
short distance from its source. We were It is certain that the latitude given to 
also aware of the existence of one or two Timbuctoo by the editor of those travels, 
streams joining the mat river, or branch- and upon which sufficient ridicule has 
ingfrom it near Tmabuctoo. De Lisle already been thrown in the Edinburgh 
had marked a river Gambarra, on his Creographical Journal, may be consi- 
map drawn up for IjOuis XV., and not dered as an error entirely of the editor’s, 
without good authority. This is the who, by taking it upon himself, will 
river coming from Iloussa ; and the relieve the burden of the mistake from 
Joliba of mc^em travellers is a river, we the traveller, and thus lighten the 
could prove, fro£ the concurring testi- weighty doubts which might in coqse- 
mony of a variety of sources, coming quence bear upon the remainder of the 
from the north-weaty and joining its details ; for the situation of that city, a| 
waters with, that is to say flowing into, given by Jomar^, is quite inconsistent 
tlie Niger, in the immediate neighbour- with the situation it must be in, from the 
hood of Timbuctoo; still at that point ascertained source, direction, termi- 
the Kowarra, or Quorra cf the JVloors,* nation of the river. Tltere can be no 
or Qiiolla of the negroes, who always doubt but that *a portion of the labours 
change tlie r for /,* a name which, ac- presented to the public as the travels of 
cording to Laing, it has at its sources— Caillic are founded upon valid docu- 
accordiiig toi, Clapperton, it preserves ments, wherever obtained, and probably 
beyond Timbuctoo, and is probably still m^t of the errors are those of the editor, 
the name of the same stream at its em- But though authorities can be found in 
bouchure in the Bight of Biafhi. The support of the dinasion of the Quorra 
Quarrama is anothlli tributary stream into two brqpches; one of which, the 
which passes by Samtoo, and falls into Joliba, flows to the north-west, and the 
the Quorra aitove Youri, and above the other in an almost opposite direction,— 
point wbere.lwDgo>Park was wrecked ; a* fact which has rib analogy in geogr^ 
and the line of country between this phy, and, what is better, no existence in 
river and the Sbasholiy^ oomprising the nature ; yet no authority can be found 
hills of Doochee, of Naioa^ and of Dull, for placing Timbuctoo on a river flow- 
18 the line of water-shed to the rivers ing north from the Niger. • 

joining the Quorra onihe one hand, and The details which will be given to us 
U. 8. JouRV. No. 32. Jui.Y 1831. _2 k 
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by tbe.iesulU of Uiis successful expedi- 
tion. will, then, not only be of assistance 
ill tallying the existing condition of 
thlf^ ivith the knowledge of the an- 
cients, but it will enable us to reduce to 
a few facts the many contradictory state- 
ments which have originated in tlie va- 
riety of the sources of information, and 
the individual and national rivalry which, 
the interest of the question gave birUi to 
among the geographers of, the present 
day. It will also be of importance, as 
it was connected with a great question, 
as to the possibility of a large river tra- 
versing an extensive continent, or losing 
itself in a marsh or lake, or being buried 
in the extensive sands of the desert. By 
laying open the interior of Africa to us, 
it will increase our political strength 
and commercial advantages on those 
coasts;— -it will enable us to put into 
practice an amelioration long contem- 
plated by Mr. Barrow, in die choice of 
our settlements on those coasts it will 
place the greatest and most important 
vent of the barbarous and inhuman 
traffic of negroes in our possession ; and 
it will enable us to diffuse the benefits of 
superior intelligence among an ignorant 
and suffering people. 

Preparations are making for the pub- 
lication of Messrs. Landers’ interesting 
journey. It will be a perfect route; 
for John Lander's notes, happily pre- 
served, supply the lacunse in his bro- 
thj^r's journ^, which was lost. In all 
the interior the travellers were treated 
witli kindness, until they arrived within 
twelve or fifteen days qf the coast; here 
the hostility they experienced fiom the 
nativesj*twriginated, no doubt, in their 
being all engaged in tlie slave-trade, < 
and dreading the interference of Eu- 
ropeans for the prevention of that de- 
testable traffic. 

After penetrating overland to Buussa, 
from Badagry, they remained there s^me 
time, and then ascended the river, du- 
ring the dry season.(for they left Boussa 
on the 23rd of June,) to Youri, which 
took then! five days. Here they stayed 
about a month, and might readily have 
gone to Saccatoo alid limbuctoo, had 
their instructions permitted. But as 
their object viras to ascertain the de- 
bouchement of the Niger into the sea, 
they only waited for its flow on the set- 
ting in of the rains, and again ddtoended 


to Youri in four, days, and arrived, we 
believe, oh the 2tia of August, llie 
river, previously crowded, r^er than 
studied, with islands, and with its chan- 
nel so dried up that it might be' eioss^ 
without a boat at -several places, was 
now a wide sjieet of current, uninter- 
rupted by islands, ledges, or other ob- 
stacles, and admitting of free navigation. 
From Youri our countrymen embarked 
on their downw&rd ovay in a boat and a 
canoe; hiring the inhabitants on the 
banks, as oeeqaion reqiltred, to row 
them. They dms passed in safely to 
Kir.'ee, a very considerable town, and, 
as it would seem, the centre mart of the 
slave-trade. ' Below this, it appears, 
there is no general government; every 
town has its own independent king; and 
the natives above Kirree were so well 
aware of the predatory and ferocious 
habits of these chieftains, that it was 
with some difficulty they could be pre- 
vailed upon to man the boats. Nor 
were their fears unfounded. John Lan- 
der had dropped down in the canoe, 
when he was assailed by a squadron of 
Eboe (not, as printed in our first ac- 
counts, Hibboo) b^^ts, several of which 
ran against his small vessel, which the 
Uiird shock sent to tlie bottom, with its 
stores, instruments, and journals. Tlie 
native boats in these parts are laigc and 
powerful ; some of themT rowing forty or 
fifty oars. Richard Lander, following 
his brother, found him a prisoner to 
these savages, and was himself also 
taken, and both together carried back 
to Kirree. Fortunately for them, the 
King of Brasse, a territoiy lying almost 
at the mouth of the river, persuaded 
their captors to commit them to him, to 
be eonveyed to tJie coast, and such price 
or ransom obtained for them as he could 
negotiate. 

After the loss of their, chronometers, 
ficc. the observations were of necessity 
not so correct as before. We under- 
stand, iiowever, that from Boussa to the 
sea the course of ^ river is almost due 
south. At Kirree, or Eboe, which is 
two days lower down, it was apparently 
six miles in breadth from bank to bank, 
within which i^as hardly confined : 
the flood was tePter than any year re- 
membered hgr the natives. Bui it is an 
important feet, that the height of the 
waters during the ordinaiy wet season 
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would enabfe a steam-boat to ascend to 
Boussa! a prospect of prodigious con- 
sequence to the future commerce and 
civilization of Africa. • 

Funda, it seems, instead of being on 
the right bank of th^ river as you de- 
scend, and inland, as lai(Udown in our 
maps, is on the left bank, and situated 
on the Shary, a considerable way above 
its junction with the Njger. The new 
map to be constructed on the Landers' 
observations has, we hear, been entrusted 
to the very aole direction of Captain 
Becher, to whose talents aftd ability w<^ 
naturally look for a great accession to our 
geographical knowledge in this respect. 

The sides of the river are often clothed 
with thick Jungle; other parts and the 
islands, when habitable, are rather po- 
pulous. There can be little doubt that 
the streams which flow info the Bight 
of Benin, and also the old Calabar 
river, are portions of the delta formed by 
the Niger, as well as the branch to Biafia 
descended by our travellers. The tide 
flows up a good way. The Brig/iion 
Herald says, that Mr. Brewer, of the 
St. James’s Street Library there, has an 
old map printed at Asnsterdam, in which 
the Niger is distinctly laid down through- 
out its course to Biafra. 

Local AxTRACTroN, 8cc. — The 
Loss OP H.MkS. Thetis. — In the 
notices that have appeared of the loss of 
the Thetis, it wasa conjectured to have 
arisen from an extraordinary current and 
dense fog. Mr. Barlow, however, as 
appears from a paper lately read before 
the Royal Society, is of a different opi- 
nion ; and the facts urged by him are of 
such general interest, that we think it 
well to circulate them as extensively as 
possible. — lie observes, that the errors 
arising from the deviation of the com- 
pass produced by the attraction of ships, 
were formerly *much less considerable 
than at present, from the comparatively 
small quantity of iron existing in the 
vessel. The increase of this disturbing 
force in a modem sh!|> of war is easily 
accounted for by the immense propor- 
tion of iron now employed in its con- 
struction ; by the use df iron ballast and 
iron tanks, of iron iron cables, 

and, above all, of iron o^stans ; besides 
various other articles xqade^f the same 
material, forming altbg^her a very large 
and powerful magnetic mass. The di- 


rection and intensity of the deflecting 
forces thus produced, vary in. different 
latitudes, and on different sides of the 
equator. In H.M.S. Gloucester, which 
may be taken as an example, the devi- 
ation of tlic compass in the east and 
west points was found to be, in the Bri- 
tish Channel, ^ 30' : so that, after run- 
ning ten miles, the vessel would be more 
than a mile and a half to the southward 
of her reckoning ; and so on, in pro- 
portion as the distances increased. Now, 
on leaving Rio Janeiro, the Thetis di- 
rected her course S.E. ; but, the next 
day, thinking they were clear of land, 
they tacked, and were sailing at the 
rate of nine knots, when the first inti- 
mation they had of being near land, 
the striking of the jib-&>om against a 
high |)crpendiciilar cliil' Mr. Barlow is 
of opinion that the deviation of the com- 
pass arising from the attraction of the 
vessel, was exactly of the kind which 
was likely to occasion this great mistake 
in the ship's reckoning; for the dis- 
tance run by tlie Thetis being about 
eighty miles, if the local attraction of 
the vessel had been equal to that of the 
Gloucester, she would have passed five 
miles nearer to Cape Frio than her 
reckoning — an error quite sufficient to 
account fbr the fatal catastrophe. 

Extraordinary Case of Ship- 
wreck. — We extract the following case 
and cause of shipwreck, as narrated by 
the Captain of the unfortunate vessel, 
from the Journal of Voyages and Tra- 
vels, by the Rev. Daniel Tyerman and 
Geoi^e Bennet, Esq.; compiled from 
Original Documents, and edited by 
James Montgomciy. ^ ^ 

• ‘‘ My first shipwreck was in open sea, 
on tlie 20th November 1820, near the • 
equator, about 118° W. long. The ves- 
sel, a South Sea whaler, was called the 
Esse:;, On that day, as we were on the 
look-out for sperm whdfles, and had ac- 
tually struck two, which the boats* crews 
were following to secure, I perceived a 
veiy lam ong— it might be eighty or 
ninety met long — rushing w*ith great 
swiftness through the water, right towards 
the ship. We hoped that she would 
turn aside, and dive under, when she 
perceived such a baulk in her way.. But 
no ! the animal came full force against 
our sterp-port : had any quarter less firm 
been struck, the vessel must have been 
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burst ; as it waS, every plank and timber 
trembled throughout her whole bulk. 

“ 'Fhe whale, as though hurt by a se- 
vere and unexpected concussion, shook 
its enormous head, and sheered off to so 
considerable a distance, that for some 
lime wc hud lost sight of her from the 
starboard quarter; of which we were 
very glad, hoping that the worst wa? 
over. Nearly an hour afterwards, wc saw 
the same fish — we had no^doubt of this, 
from her size, and the direction id which 
she came — ^making again towards us. 
We were at once aware of our danger, 
but escape was impossible. She dashed 
her head this time against the ship’s side, 
and so broke it in, that the vessel filled 
rapidly, and soon became water-logged. 
At the second shock, expecting her to go 
down, we lowered our three boats with 
the utmost expedition, and all hands, 
twenty in the whole, got into them — seven, 
and seven, and six. In a little while, as 
she did not sink, we ventured on board 
again, and, by scuttling the deck, were 
enabled to get out some biscuit, beef, 
water, rum, two sextants, a quadrant, and 
three compasses. These, together with 
some rigging, a few muskets, nowder, &c. 
we brought away; and, dividing the 
stores among our three small crews, rig- 
ged the boats as well as we could ; there 
being a compass for each, and a sextant 
for two, and a quadrant for one, but nei- 
ther sextant nor quadrant for the third. 
Then, instead of pushing away for some 
port, so amazed and bewildered were wc, 
that we continued sitting in our places 
gazing upon the ship, as though she had 
been an object of the tenderest affection. 
Our ej^could not leave her, till, at the 
end of many hours, she gave a slight reelf 
then down she sank. No words can tell 
our feelings. We looked at each other 
— we looked at the place where she had 
so lately been afloat — and we did not 
cease to look, tilbtbe terrible convMition 
of our abandoned and perilous situation 
roused us to exertion, if deliverance were 
yet possible. r 

We how consulted about the course 
which it might be best to take^w^t- 
WArd to India, eastward to South Ame- 
rica, or south-westward to the Society 
Isles. We knew that we were at no j;reat 
distance frotn Tahiti, but were so igno- 
rant of the state and temper of the inha^ 
bitants, that we feared we should be de- 


voured by cannibals, if wc cast ourselves 
On their mercy. It was determined, 
therefore, to make for South America, 
wlivih' yve computed to be more than 
two thoasand miles distant. Accordingly 
we steered eastwairi, and, though for 
several days fharassed with squalls, we 
contrived to keep together. It was not 
long before we fomia that one of the 
boats had started a plank, which was no 
wonder, for whale-boats are all clinker- 
built, and very slight, being made of 
half-inch plank^only, beftfre planing. To 
remove this alarming defect we all turn- 
ed'to, and, liaving emptied the damaged 
boat into the two others, we raised her 
side as well Us we could, and succeeded 
in restoring the plank at the bottom. 
Hirough this accident, some of our bis- 
cuit had become injured by the salt- 
water. This was equally divided among 
the several boats* crews. Food and wa- 
ter, meanwhile, with our utmost econo- 
my, rapidly .failed. Our strength was 
exhausted, not by abstinence only, but 
by the labours which we were obliged to 
employ to keep our little vessels afloat, 
amidst the storms which repeatedly as- 
sailed us. One night we were parted in 
rough weather ; but though the next day 
we fell in with one of our companion- 
boats, we never saw or heard any more 
of the other, which probably perished at 
sea, being without cither sextant or 
quadrant. , 

" When we were reduced to the last 
inch, and out of every thing, having 
een more than three weeks abroad, we 
were cheered with the sight of a low, un- 
inhabited island, which we reached in 
hope, but were bitterly disappointed. 
There were some barren bushes, and 
msftiy rocks on this forlorn spot.* The 
only provisions that we could procure, 
were a few birds and their eggs; this 
supply was soon reduced: the sea-fowls 
appeared to have been frightened away, 
and their nests were left empty after we 
had once or twice plundered them. 

• (« Their sufferings from wont of wa- 
ter were the most severe, their only sup- 
ply being from what remained in holes 
among the rrx^iyi^r the showers whidi 
fen at intervals d sometimes they were 
five or six Eays^ without any; on these 
occasions they mwNmp^ to sufdi the 
blood of the birds they CBiight. 
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What diiTtre^ed us mast, was the utter 
want of fresh water ; we could not hnd 
a drop anywhere,, till, at tlie extreme 
verge of ebb>tide, a small spring was dis- 
covered in the sand ; but even that tras 
too scanty to afford us sufficient to quendi 
our thirst before it was covered by the 
waves at their turn. * 

“ There being no prospect but that of 
starvation here, we determined to put to 
sea again. Three of eur (omrades, how- 
ever, chose to remain, and we pledged 
ourselves to sdhd a vessd to bring them 
off, if we ourselves should, ever escape 
to a Christian port. With a v^ry small* 
morsel of biscuit for each, and a little 
water, we again ventured •out on the 
wide ocean. In the course of a few 
days our provisions were consumed. 
Two men died ; we had no other alter- 
native than to live upon their remains. 
These we roasted to dryness by means of 
fires kindled on the ballast-sand at the 
bottom of fhe boats. When this supply 
was spent, what could we do ? We 
looked at each other with horrid thoughts 
in our minds, but wc held our tongues. 
T am sure that wc loved one anoUier as 
brothers all the time : aud yet our looks 
told plainly what must be done. We 
cast lots, and the fatal one fell on my 
poor cabin-boy. 1 started forwaixl in- 
stantly, and cried out, * My lad, my lad, 
you don't like your hly I '11 shoot the, 
first man that touches you/ The poor 
emaciated boy heJitated a moment or 
two \ then, quietly laying his head down 
upon the gunnel of the boat, he said, ^ / 
like it a& well as any other- He was 
soon dispatched, and nothing of him 
left. 1 think, then, another man died, 
and him, too, we ate. But I can tell 
you no more— *my head is on fire at 4lie 
recollection — I hardly know what 1 say. 
I foi*got to say that we had parted com- 
pany witli the second boat before now. 
After some more days of horror and de> 
8 pair, 3 vhen some were lying down at the 
bottom of the boat not able to rise, and 
scarcely one of us could move a limb, a 
vessel hove in sight. Wo were taken on 
board, and treated with extreme kind- 
ness. The second lost boat was also 
picked up at sea, and the survivors 
saved. A ship afke4lbrds sailed in 
search of pur companions qp the deso- 
late island, and broug^t.^em away.*' ^ 
Captain Pollard closed bis dreeyy 


narrative with saying, in a tone of de- 
spondency never to be forgotten by him 
who heard it — ‘ After a time 1 found tny 
way to the United States, to which 1 be- 
longed, and got another ship. That, too, 
1 have lost by a second wreck off the 
Sandwich Islands, and 1 am utterly 
ruined. No owner will ever trust me 
with a whaler again, for all will say 1 
a*m an unlucky man/ ii. 24 — 29. 


ARRIVALS, SAILINGS, AND IN- 
CIDENTS IN THE FLEET. 

Portsmouth - — April 2Gth. Arrived the 
Cracker cutter from Jersey. 

May 22nd. Arrived the Savage, 10, 
Lord Edward Russel, from Lisbon. 

Alay 23rtl. Arrived the Caledonia, 
120, Capt. Curzon, from Plymouth, to 
join the squadron at Spithead. 

May 2oth. Arrived tlie Prince Re- 
gent, 120, Capt. J. W- D. Duiidas, from 
the Eastward, to join the squadron at 
Spithead ; sailed the Savage, lO, Lord 
Edward Russel, for Cork, and the Starling 
cutter for Plymouth. 

May 27th. Arrivetl the Alban steam- 
vessel from Cork ; sailed tlie Pike schooner, 
under the command of Capt. Vidall, for 
Plymouth ; to pror^ied thence to survey 
the Hebrides, and the contiguous coast of 
Scotland. 

May 28th. Arrived the Samarang, 28, 
Capt. W. F. Martin, from Leith. 

ilay 28th. Arrived the Emerald cut- 
ter, from Cork, and the Starling tender,, 
from a rniise. 

May 31st. Arrived the Sylvia cutter, 
from Jersey. 

June 3rd. Arrived the BehfHi, 48, 
Capt. J. Marklarid, C.B., and the Childers, 
18, Commander Deans, from Lislx»ii. ^ 

June 4th. Arrived the Columbia, and 
Confiance steamers; the latter sailed for 
Plymouth. 

Jiyie 8th. Arrived the Revenge, 78, 
Capt. J. Hillyar, C.B. from Plymouth. 

June 6tb. Arrived the Alfi'ed, 60, 
Capt. Robert Mauiisifll, from Chatham. 

June 9th. Arrived the Jiarjiam, 60, 
Capt. II. Ptgot, from Woolwidi. 

,Iuiie 12th. Arrived the Wasp, Com- 
mander Popham, from Malta and Gib- 
raltar. 

June 13th. Arrived the Volage, 28, 
Capt. the Right lion. Lord Coldiester,' 
from Cherbourg. 

June *14th. SuiUhI the Starling aud 
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iiiiinet cutters to the eutward for sea* 
men. 

June l<5th. Arrived the Winchester, 
52, Capt. the Right Hon. Lord William 
Paget, from Bermuda •, the Talavera, 74, 
Capt. Colby, from the eastward, to form 
part of the squadron under the command 
of Sir £. Codringum ; the Cracker cutter 
from Jersey, and Snipe tender with vo- 
lunteers for the Asia. 

June 17th. Arrived the Vigilant ketch 
from Plymouth, and Sylv^ cutter from 
Jersey. • 

June 20th. Arrived the Medina, 20, 
Commander Castles, (acting,) from the 
Coast of Africa. 

June 2 1st. Sailed the Childers, 10, 
Commander Robert Deans, for ^uth 
America. 

June 23rd. Sailed the Medina, Com- 
mander Castles, for Chatham, to be paid 
off. 

At Spithead — Caledonia, Prince Re- 
gent, Asia, Donegal, Wellesley, Talavera, 
Revenge, Alfred, Barham, Briton, Gu- 
ra9oa, Volage, Pearl, Brisk, Vigilant. 

In the Harbour — Spartiate, Royal 
Oeoige, Winchester, Samamng, Ratw- 
snake, Tweed, Victor, Recruit, Charyb- 
dis, and Columbia and Alban steamers. 

Plffmauth, 2l8t. Arrived the 

African steamer, lieut. J. Harvey, from 
the Mediterranean, last from Falmouth. 
She left Corfu on the 20th of April, 
Malta the 4th of May, and Gibraltar the 
14th of May. Sailed H. M. ship Gale- 
donia, 120, Capt. Curzon, for Portsmouth. 

May 22nd. Arrived the Harpy, 10, 
Commander J. P. D. Larcom, from the 
West Indies, having left Jamaica on the 
4th of April, and the Havannah on tlie 
18th. 

May 24th. Arrived the Semiramis, 
Capt. Tu^er, (acting,) from Cork, in tow 
of the Ahian steamer, Lieut. Davis, to be 
paid off ; also the Fallas^ 42, Capt. Manl^ 
H. Dixon, from Portsmouth, on her way 
to Bermuda. 

May 26th. Sailed the Alban and Afri- 
can, Government steamers, for Ports- 
mouth and M'oolwicb. 

May 27th. Arrived the Pike schooner, 
Lieut. Wigley, and^tarling tender, from 
Portsmouth. 

May Slstu Arrived the Viper, new 
icliooner, from Milfoxd yard. Sail^ the 
Pallas, 42, Capt. M. .Dixon, with supplies 
for tlie homeward bound merchantmen, 
detained in the chops of the Channel by 
the late prevailing easterly winds ; also, 
the Pike schooner, 12, Capt. A. T. Vidal, 


to survey the north-western poast of Ire- 
land and the Hebrides. 

June Ist. Arrived the Windsor Castle, 
76, Capt. the Hon. D! P. Bouverie, from 
Idsbon. 

June 2nd. Arrived the Carron steam- 
veisd, Lieut Lapidge, in five days from 
Lisbon. f 

June 4th. Sailed the Revenge, 76, 
Capt. Hillyer, for Spithead. 

June 6tii. Arrived the Fallas, 42, 
Capt. M. H. Bixon, from her cruise to 
the westward, and the Confiance and 
Alban steamers from Partsmoutb; the 
latter proceedeef to Cardiff on the 6tli, 
fwifh neariy the whole of the 96th depot, 
as a reinforcement to the military in tliat 
disturbed disjtrict. 

June 7th. Arrived the Vigilant keudi, 
Lieut. Loney, from Lisbon. 

Remaining in Hamoaze — Foudroyaiit, 
Dublin, Stag, Pyladcs, Royalist, Plover 
packet, Eriio, Carron, and African steam- 
vessels, and Industry Naval transport. 

In the Sound — Pallas, and MorJey 
freighted ship, and Kyalm aifl Lionelle 
Russians. 

Forrijgffi.— H. M. ship Britannia, 120, 
Capt. W. J* H. Johnstone, with the flag 
of Sir Pulteney Malcolm; Ganges, 64, 
Capt. O. Burdett; Kent, 76, ^pt. S. 
Pym; left Malta or. the 2ud bf May on a 
cruise. The Melville, 74, Capt. C. W. 
Nesliam, was gone to Padenno. The rest 
of the squadron were distributed as follow 
on the 4th of May : In the Archipelago — 
Madagascar, 46, Capt. E. Lyons; Alli- 
gator, 26, Capt. Sir G, Yorke ; Raleigh, 
16, Commander A. Hawkins; Pelican, 
18, Commander J. Gape; Ferret, 10, 
Commander £. Wodehouse; Mastiff, 6, 
Lieuk-Commander J. Woffe; and Me- 
teor, 8, Commander R. Copland. At 
Tripoli.— Scylla, 18, Cmnmander J. Hind- 
marsh, At Corfu— Rainbow, Capt. Sir J. 
Franklin; and Procris, 10, Commander 
Wt Griffiths (acting). At Constanti- 
nople-Hind cutter. 

The Sapphire arrived at Madeira from 
Portsmouth the 17th of April, and sailed 
the 19th for Bermuda. The Actsson 
sailed on the 12th of May, from Gibraltar 
for Tangiers. The Wasp arrived at Gib- 
raltar on the same day, from Malta ; and 
the Mr iwr steamer from Falmouth on the 
19th* llie Scylla arrived at Malta on the 
4th of May, from Tripoli. The Blanche 
arrived at Jamaica from Nassau 4ch of 
April. Nightingale sailed from Jamaica 
for Honduras, and Winriiester. for Mon- 
tego Bay, 5tl bf 4pril. Falcon sailed fr^ 
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Junaica for.St. Ja {(0 de Cuba Gtli of April ; 
and Cordelia for a eriiise 8th of April* 
Reynard arrived at Rio Janeiro from 
Falmouth llth of March, and sailed 14th 
for Buenos Ayres. Comet was attSyd- 
ney, New Soutu Wales, 18th of December. 
Zebra sailed from Mddras on a cruise 18th 
of January. ^ 

The Seringapatam was at Valparaiso 
2drd of January. Barracouta arrived at 
Barbadoes from Falmouth 12th of Aprils 
and sailed for Jamaica. ^Columbine sailed 
from Barbadoes 15th of April. Success 
has been repaired at Fremantle, Western 
Australia, and sailed llnli^f January for 
India. * • * 

The Ranger arrived at Bermuda from 
Jamaica 1 1th of April, Oaiyiet from Eng- 
land 15th, and North Star from England 
2lst. Fusilcer arrived at Mauritius from 
a cruise 28th of January. Speedwell ar- 
rived at Port nu Prince 2nd of April. 
Clio sailed from Buenos Ayres for Monte 
Video and Valparaiso 17th of January. 
Briseis anrived at Halifax from Falmouth 
10th of May. Frolic arrived at Monte 
Video from Falmouth and Rio lOth of 
March. Nightingale arrived at Hon* 
duras from Falmouth llth of April* 
Hyacinth arrived at Jamaica from Car- 
thagena llth of April; Rose, from Santa 
Martha 14th : Kar^roo, from a cruise 
18th ; and Falcon, from St. Jago de Cuba, 
19th. 

The Falcon, Commander Currie, sailed 
from Halifax on the 18th of May, to con- 
vey money to Bermuda ; and on the I9th 
the Sapphire, Ciyjit. Hon. W. Wellesley, 
sailed from Bermuda for Halifax, to pro- 
tect the fisheries in the Bay of Fundy ; 
and the same diw the Ranger, Capt. W. 
Walpole, for Halifax, to protect the 
fisheries in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
The Gannet, Commander Sweeney, sailed 
from Bermuda on the 25th of May. ^ 

The Racehorse, 18, Commander O^rey, 
sailed on the 22nd of April ; and the Co- 
lumbine, 18, Commander Gabriel, on the 
following day from Antigua, for Porto 
Rico, to crune for pirates, some having 
been seen hovering about that coast. 


The Ramiliies, 74, Creole, 42, Iphi- 
genia, 42, Dartmouth, 42, and Hussar, 
46, are o^ered to be fitted at Chatham 
as temporary lazarettes, in consequence of 
the recent qiuirantine order. 

The Pylades, 18, has been paid off at 
Plymouth, and re-Gommis|foned by Com- 
mander Bluncklcy. . 


The Samarang, Capt. W. F. Mariiii, 
lias been paid off at Portsmouth, and re- 
commissioned. 

The Hyperion, Capt. Mingaye, has 
been paid off, and laid up in (binary at 
Portsmouth. 

The Blonde, 46, Capt. Sir Thomas 
Paslcy, Bait, has been paid off into ordi- 
nary at Portsmouth. / 

Orders have been issued, that ships 
dii^ed to be paid off, and fit for re-com- 
missioning, lire not to be stripped, nor 
any thing removed, but to tie kept in rea- 
diness to proceed to sea the day after 
being paid off, if required. 

The Chantideer, surveying vessel, Com- 
mander Fitzroy,^at Woolwich, is isxpected 
to return to the* southern part of South 
America, to complete the survey of the 
late Commander Foster. 

The Windsor Castle, 74, was paid off 
into ordinary at Plymouth on the 20th of 
June. 

The Royalist, 10, was commissioned 
on the 20th of June at Plymouth, by 
Lieut. Williams. 

The Wasp, 18, Commander Popham, 
was paid off at Portsmouth on the 20th of 
June. 

An order has been issued to assemble a 
Court Martial, on board the Caledonia, 
(bearing the flag of Vice-Admiral Sir Ed- 
ward C^rington, G.C.B.) at Spilhead, to 
try Capt. the Right Hon* Lord William 
Paget, for having ordered Capt. Ayscough, 
late Commissioner at Bermuda, to be ex- 
cluded from the cabin allotted to him on 
board His Majesty^s ship Winchester, by 
Vice-Admiral Colpoys, Commander-in- 
Cliief on the Bermuda Station, and fur 
disrespectful and nnoffioer-like behaviour, 
during the passage to England, in that 
ship. 

FKOMOTIOSS & APPOINTMENT^ 
NAVY. 

PROMOTIONS. 

tlPTAt^ — Sir ThonwiVMky, Bart. " 

CoHXANuiBS — W. Shepherd, fVederick 
Rc^rs. • 

Likutkn AMTS — George Williams, Hintcel. 

SuBasoN— tlT. Bothwell, of the Harpy. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Captains — ChBrles H. Paget, to the Sama> 
rang ; the Right Hon. Lord W. Paget, from the 
North Star, to the Winchester; the lion. G. 
R. W. Tiefiisis, to the North SUr. 

CoxMAMBBHS Jacksoo. froni the Hya 
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cinih it>, tbe MaguU&ccntj vke GIU, invalldeU ; 
— Qldrey, to the Hyacinth, vice Jaekion ; — 
Stewart, of (he Winchester, to the Icarus, vice 
Conie, to the Winchester ; Allan Bertram, from 
the i^Revenge to the Tweed; Thomas Talbot, to 
tbe Krocris; James Bmsler CSuprrnamerary Com< 
inander) to the Wellesley ; Osborne Foley, from 
the Asie-to the Spartiatej R. Oliver (b), to the 

Drury, Hutchinson, and 

Cole, to the Coast Guard Service ; Higgs, 

to the Revenge ; Webb, of the Medina, to ^ 
tbe acting rominand of the Athol, vice Gordon, 

invalided; Fitzroy, to the Chanticleer; 

Alfred Luchraft, to the Revenge. ' . 

Libutekakts— R. Ratecy, to the Ordinary at 
Sheemess; G. Decoeurdoux, to the Ordinary at 
Fortsinonih ; E. C. Miller, to the Victor ; Richard 
Robinson and James li. Baker, both re-appointed 
to the Pylades; Joseph Bird,' to the Galatea; A. 
Buchanan, to cmiunand the Pluto steam-vessel ; 

Sboi'tlaml, from the Kangaroo to tbe Skip- 
jack, vice Roche, invalided ; Hookey, to the 

Kangaroo ; Allen, from the Ranger to the 

Falcon; Hope, from the Falcon to the 

Hyacintli ; Bagot, from the learns to the 

Sparrowhawk ; Thomas Lyell and G. Ken- 
nedy, to tbe Tweed; Horatio Blair, of the 
Savage, to the Pallas, vice Trcvanlon; — 
John Fletcher, Flag-Lientenant to Rear-Admiral 
Parker; J. J. Sullivan, to command the Plumper 
gon-brig ; R. Yoike, to the Donegal, vice Craw- 
ford ; N. Dalway, C. Jobsou, and J. Hains, late 
Sttpcmuiiierary Lieutenant of the Talavera, to the 
Preventive Seivice; G. Green, to the Revenue 
cruiser Scout, vice Carter ; 1 . Roberts, to tbe 
revenue cruiser Horuet, vice Beatty; W. B. 
M*€lintock, William Smyth, and J. C. Ful- 
lerton, to the Samarang; William Shepherd, 
to tbe Rattlesnake; J. Garrett, to the Race- 
horse, vice lleignier; J. Reignier, to the Mersey, 
vice Garrett; William Crookc, to the Ranger, 
vice Allen; J. J. Allen, to the Falcon, vice 
Crooke ; N. Ratsey, of the Portsmouth Ordinary, 
and O. Dcca:ardeux, of the Sheerness Ordinary, 
have been periiiittcd to exchange duties; J. Gutz- 
mer, from the Harpy to the Magnificent, vice 
Hookey ; St. Ledger Aldworth, from the Ranger 
to the M gfs^ , vice -Collins; J. A. Abbott, from 
the BJossoinHo the Ranger, vice .Aldworth; T. 
Hope, from the Falcon, to tbe Hyacinth, vice 
^Dawson; J. W* Aldridge, to* the Rattleanakc ; 
K'. H. Elliot, to the Briton ; Horatio James, to 
the Viper; R. N. Wil]lami,to the Royalist; S. 
Jackson, R. Taylor, E. Wylde, J, liester, W. 
Finch, J. Burnett, R. Poole, C. Antride, Chapman 
Wise, R. Kelly, R. Lt Stephens, F. Pnrcfaasf A. 
Maan, W. Congdon, P. Ralfe, and W. Aldrcd, to 
the Coast Guard Servk^; Robert A. Elliot, to 
the Briton, vice Codrington, appointed Flag- 
Lieutenant tg Sir E. Codringtob; F. Gray, to 
the Ordinary at Chatham; — » Caatlcs, to the 

acting Gominand of the Medina ; Servant^, 

to the Athol; -r — Martijf, to the Dryad ; — 
Ramsey, to the Black Joke ; J. Rainier, from tbe 
Muraey to tbe Hyacinth. 

ScRQEONs-— J. West, to the Victor; 

Price, to the Tireud; Launcelot Armstrong, to 
the Hospital at the Cape of Good Hofe, vice 


Swayne; Sir J. A. Anderaon, M,D. from the 
Royal Sovereign Yaeht to the Royal Charlotte 

Yacht; Prior, from the Royal Cliarlotte 

Yacht to the Royal Sovereign Yacht; 

Muxey, *to the Samarang; H. Bailllc, to the 
Astrea; John Greenish, to the Royal George 
Yadit; Fisher, M.p. to the Medina. 

Assis-rANT-SuROBONs — Heniy Williams, of 
the Manly to thd Asia; T. S. Taylor, to the 
Prince Regent ; T. F. Cottrain, to the Pike ; John 
Rodgers, to tbe Chary bdis; James Baiikeer. to 
the Spartiate; -—‘Wilkes, to the Samarang; 
W. B. Marshall, to me Victor ; N. Robinson, to 

the Pluto Steam Vessel ; Cunningham, to the 

Favorite; A Wisemans to the Pkinper; T. Neil- 
sou, to the Conflict ; h. Andrews, to the Tweed. 

«IM^TEa — J*. B. Tucker, to the Tweed. 

Pursers — ^T. M'Knigbt, to the Tweed ; 

Lord, to the Sparpwbawk, vice Beale, invalided ; 
W'ltllam Drake, to the Pylades ; Francis Lean, to 
the Pearl ; J. Melvin, to the Samarang ; 11. Loath, 
to the Victor. 

CHiPLAiNS— Rev. John Buchanan, to the 
Di>K<l • M. Beebce, to the Revenge, vice 
Hardy ; Rev. W. Johnson, to the Stag ; Rev. E. 
Pettman, to the Dublin. 

• ROYAL MARINES. 

PROMOTIONS. 

Brevet Lient.-Co1. Torrens, M.P. to be M^or 
at Chatham, vice Snowe, dec. 

Brevet Major Wilkinson, to be Captain at 
Plymouth, vice Torrens. » 

First-Lient. Nicholas, to be Captain at Ports- 
mouth, vice Wilkinson ; Vfrst-Lient. J. R. Jones, 
to be Capt. vice O’Neil,' who retires on full pay. 

Second-Ueut. Wright, R. M. A. to be Flrst- 
Uent 

Second-Lieut. J. Woods, to be First-Lient. 

Second-Lieut. £. W. Churchill, to be First- 
Ueut 

To be Sveond-Lients. : — Mr. Byng Payne ; 
Mr. Malthy ; Mr. Henry Crespin, R. M. A. ; Mr. 
Alexander Stevenson, R. M. A. vice Wright, 
promoted; Mr. J. D. LamoiiL 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Capt. HnihOf to the Winchester. 


ARMY. 

WAR OFFICE, May a|. 

1st or Gren. Hegt. Foot Gds.<^amee Walker 
Drummond, gent, to be Ens. and UenL by p. 
vice Hope, prom. 

4th Regt. Foot.— Ens. William BrabaMa Pon- 
seqhy, to be Lieiit. by p. vice Alloway, wh# Mt. ; 
Robert Henry Monypenny, gent, to be £aa« Ky p* 
vice Ponsouby. 

0th Foot.— LieRt. Coloiiel Holman CuMance, 
from h. p. to be Lieut^Cdonel, vice Jeremiah 
Taylor, who exc. rec, dlff. 

loth DUto.-— jCbii Hyndman Cameron, gent* to 
be Ens. by p. vice Vlllebois, who rets. 

40th Ditto. — Ens. Thomas Sidney PowelL to be 
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L^eat by p. vice Low, who rati. ; Jemee Frede- 
rifle Eltoif, gent, to be ISna. by p. vlec PowelL 
55th Dittow— EnM. George Abercrombie Ro- 
bertaoo, to be Uegt. withont p. vice Trydell, dec.; 
Henry Bayly, gent, to be Eos. vice Robertson. 

aoth Ditto. — Serjeant-Major Ne%rel, from 

00th Foot, to be Adju with the rank of £ns. vice 
Bolton, prom. 

90th Ditto. — ^Thoirias W^bb, gent.* to be Ena. 
by p. vice Anson, who rets. 

Mtb Ditto. — Ena. John Henry Armstrong, to 
be Lieut, by p. vice Freebairn, \vho ret. ; Charles 
Siretton, gent, to be Enseby p. vice Armstrong. 


DO^NING-STUEET, Junk 6. 

The King has been plcAsed to nominate and ap- 
point Admiral the lion. Sir Itobcrt Stogford, 
Knight Commander of the Most Honourable Mili- 
tary Order of the Rath, to be a Knii;ht Grand 
Cross of the said Most llonowable Military Order, 
vice Admiral the Earl of Northesk, deceased. 

His Majesty has farther been pleased to nomi- 
nate and apimint Admiral Sir Benjamin Hal- 
lowell Carew, Knight Commander of the Most 
Honoorable Military Order of the Bath, to be a 
Knight Grand Cross of the said Most Honourable 
Military Order. 

WAR OFFICE, Junk 7. 

1st Regt. of Life Gds. — John Richard Blagden 
Hale, gent, to be Cor. and Sub-Lieut, by p. vice 
Bayntnn, prom. 

Otii Regt. Dr. Gds. — Cor. Edmund Lally, from 
b. p. 4tli Dr. Gds. to be Cor. vice Bankes, dec. 

2ud Regt. Foot.^ Lieut. George Dalhousie 
Jolliirc Railt, to be Capt. by p. vice Graham, 
prom. ; Eos. Thomas Gravatt, to be Lieut, by p. 
vice Raitt; Henry Robert Harrington Cary 
Elwcs, gent, to be Ens. by p. vice Gravatt. 

4th Foot. — Staff-Asiiist. Siirg. Janies Henderson 
Holland, to bo A8si8t.-Snrg. 

30(h Ditto. — Mhjor Harry Smith Ormond, from 
40th Foot, to be Major, vice Light, who rets. ; 
Lieut. Harvey Vachell, from 40th Foot, to be 
Lieut, vice Magee, app. to 45tb Foot. 

40th Ditto. — M«0or Henry Cr<Misdale,from h. p. 
nnatt. to be MiO<>r« vice Ormoml, app. to 3flth 
Foot. 

57th Ditto.— Lieut. John William Donelan, to 
be Capt. withont p. vice Logan, dec. ; Ens. Ifto- 
mas Aubin, to be Lieut, vice DonelaS; Henry 
Montagu Smyth, gent, to be Ens. vice Aubin. 

58th Ditto.— Sec.-Lient. R. £. Wilraot Horton, 
fironi Ceylon Regt. to be Ens. vice Mackensie, 
app. to 68th*I''oot. 

68th DUta— Ens. William Henry Gillman, to 
be Lleat. withont p. vice Ring, dec. ; Ens. Alex- 
ander Douglas Mackenrie, Orom 59th Foot, to be 
Ens. vice Gillman. 

Srtb Ditto— Uent. John Du Vernet, ft-om 14th 
Foot, -to be Uentk vice Charles Greaves, who ret. 
upon h. pw’14th Foot. 

05th Ditto.— Capt.' HHenry Churchill Tathwell, 
from b. p. nnatt. to be Capt. vice Robert Cum- 
sniog Hamilton Gordon, who exc. rec. dlff. 

00th Dittos — Uent. llenrv Nixon, flrom 55Ui 
Foot, to be Uent. vice Dal|cty, whose app. haa 
not taken place. * 

Rifle Brigade.— Uent. James Sanmases Came- 


ron, to be Capt.'by p. vlee Rom, prum. ; Sec.- 
Lleut. Richard Snowden Smith, to be Flrst-Lleut. 
by p. vice Cameron; William Hjmry Frankland, 
gent, to be Sec..Uent. by p. vice Smith. 

Unattached.— To be Majors of Infantry by p. — 
Capt. James Kerr Rots, ftom Rifle Brigade ; 
Capt. George Graham, from 2nd Foot. 

To be Ueut. by purchase— Cor. Sameel Adiam 
Baynitin, from 1st Ufe Guards. 

Brevet. — Lient..Cen. Sir Edward Barnes, 
G.C.B. to have the rank of General in the East 
Indies only; Garrison Serjeant-Major H. J. 
Denny, Acting Adjt. and Riding-master to flie 
Cavalry D^&t at Mahlstone, to have the rank of 
Cornet while so employed. 

Hospital Staff. — A88ist..8nrg. William Wallace, 
M. D. from 80th Foot, to be Staff-Assist.-8urg. 
vice Kolhiud, upp. to 4th Foot. 

Memorandum. — The undermentioned ofliccrl 
have been allowed to retire from the service, by 
the sale of unattached commissions : — M:Cor 
George Ford, li. p. nnatt. ; Ueut. Charies Fratt 
Wyatt, b. p. 3rd West India Regt. 

Memorandum. — The half-pay of the undermen- 
tioned officers has been cancelled from the 7tli 
instant inclusive, npon^heir receiving a commu- 
tation for their conimissious, viz. : — Siirg. Robert 
Alexander Chermsidc, h. p. Hospital Staff ; Assist. 
Snrg. Thomas Ward Jeston's h. p. 3Gtb Foot; 
Ens. and Uent. Richard Beamish, h. p. Coldstrm. 
Foot Gfis. ; AMiHt.-Surg. Tlionias Charlton Speer* 
h. p. 50th Foot; Ens. John Yassall, h. p. 50tb 
Foot; Lieut. Cornelius Hogan, h. p. 21st Light 
Drs.; Lieut. Patrick King Nolan, li. p. Canadian 
Fenciblc Inf. ; Lieut. George Matcham Tarleton, 
b. p. 3nl Gar. Bat. ; Ens. Duncan Macdonald, b. 
p. 14th Foot; Uent. Edward Stephen George 
Bfariay, ret. full p. 2nd European Gar. Comp. ; 
Hospital- Assisi. John Smith, li. p. 


ST. JAMES’S PALACE, June K 
The King was this day pleased to confer the 
honour of Knighthood upon Colonel Stephen Rem- 
nant Chapman, of the Royal Engineers, Governor 
and Commandcr-in-Cbicf of the Bermudas. 


WHITEHALL, Junk U. 

The King has been pleased to direct letters pa- 
tent to be paused nuder the Great Seal of the 
United Kingdom, granting unto Admiral Sk^bo- 
mas Foley, G.C.B. the offices or places of Rear- 
Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
ami Ireland, and of the Admiralty thereof, and 
^Iso of Rear Admiral ^f the Navies and Seas of 
the said United Kingdom, In the room of the Earl 
of Norih^sk, dec. 

n 

VTAR OFFICE, Ju|fK 14. 

loth Kegt. Light Drs. — Cornet Henry Frederick 
Bonham, to be Ueut. by p. vice Fyrke, who ret. ; 
George Angnstus Frederic Quentin, gent, to be 
Cornet, by p. vice Bonham. 

Ist or Gren. Regt. Foot Gds.— Ens. and Ueut. 
Charies William Ridley, to be Uent. and Capt. 
by p. vice Joilrell, who ret ; Ens. Robert BIcn. 
kln^pp Coulson, from 08th Foot, to be Eny. and-’ 
Lieut, by p. vice Ridley. 
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4lh Regt Foot. — ^Arthfir Nicholson, gent, to be 
Ens. by p. vice Stanhope, urbo ret. 

70lh Ditto. — l^enry Charles Whalley, gent, to 
|l)e Ens. by p.vice Dyott, prom. 

7and Ditto. — Capt. John Watts, from h. p. 
nnatt to be Capt. vice Donald M*Lean, who exc. 
rec. the diff. 

98th Ditto. — John Rainier, gent, to be Ens. by 
p. vice Coulson, app. to the 1st or Gren. Foot 
Gds. 

Ceylon Rifle Rcgt. — Richard Newcnliain, gent, 
to be Sec. Lieut, by p. vice Horton, app. to 58th 
Foot. 

rnattached. — Ens. Richard DyoU,'froin 79th 
Foot, to be Uent. of Inf. by p. 

Memorandum.— Lfent. William Sibbald, It. p. 
1st Foot, has been allowed to retire from the 
service, by the sale of an unntt. com. 

The h. pb of Lieut. Patrick King Nolan, of the 
Canadian Fenc. was cancelled from the 13th of 
May 1931, inclusive, and not from the 7th of 
June 1831, as stated in the Gaacttc of the latter 
date. 


ST. JAME.S'S PA;»ACE, June 15. 

The King was this day pleased to invest Vice- 
Admiral Sir Charles Ekina with the eosigiis of a 
Knight Commander of the Most Honourable 
Military Order of the Bath. 

By command of the Sovereign, Sir Charles 
Ekins was conducted, with the usual reverences, 
to His Migesty, preceded by Sir George Nayler 
(the officer of Arms attendant upon the Knights 
Commanders), bearing upon a crimson velvet 
cushion the star, riband, and badge of the second 
class of the Order. 

The sword of state being therenpoii delivered to 
His MtOesty, the Vlce-Adoiiral kneeling, was 
knighted therewith, after which he had the honour 
to kiss His M.'Oesty's hand. Then Sir George 
Nayler, on fats knee, presenting to the Sovereign 
the riband ami badge of a Knight Commander, 
the King was pleased to invest Sir Charles Ekins 
with the same. 

The Vice-Admiral bavii^ again had the honour 
Co kiss tbo Sovereign's hand, and having received 
froni His M^icsly the star of a Knight Com- 
mander, rftired. 


DOWNINO-STREET, Juys 15. 

Tlk« • King has been pleased (o appoint 
Ocn. William Nicolay to be Governor and Com- 
raander-in-Chief of St. Christopher, Nevis, and 
die Vinsin Islanda. 

T" 

WAR OFFICE, JuNi 91. 

4ih Regt. Light Dis.— CorCet Bryan Higgins 
Blake, to be Uent. by p. vice Gib^n, prom. ; 
Justtnlan Vernon,*gent. to be Cornet, by p. vice 
Pearson, vriio ret. 

9th Ditto.-— Capt Alfired Lord Harley, from 
h. p. to be Capt vice William E. FitiMaurice, 
who esc. rec. the dlffi 

4th Regt Foot. — Uent. Charles Riimley, from 
h. p. of the 99nd Regt. to be Lient. vice Pon- 
sonby, app. to the 7(h Regt. 


7tli Ditto. — Lieut V(ilUam Brabawii Pon- 
sonby, from the 4th Regt to bp Lieut.' vice Pit- 
cairn, app. to 99od Regt 

46th Ditto. — Capt Thomas lihoinpson, to be 
Major, by p. vice Nairn, who ret ; Lieut. James 
Taylor, to'’be Capt. by p. vice Thompson ; Ens. 
William Thomas Bremner, to be Lieut by p. vice 
Taylor; Francis Lucas, gent, to be Ens. by p. 
vice Bremner. « 

47th Ditto. — Brevet Licnt-Col. James Jeiikin, 
from the h. p. to be M^lor, vice Fade Heatley, 
who exc. 

53rtl Ditto. — Lient. Richird Dyott, from the 
h. p. to be Lieut, vice Eilwaid Browne, who exc. 
rec. the diff. 

60th Ditto. — Capt. Hirhard Wheeler Hoo|N*r, 
from die h. p. of the 3rd Dr. Gds. to be Capt. 
vice O’Meara, who exc.; Gent Cadet 

Charles James Coote, from the iU. Mil. Col. to 
be Ens. by p. vice U/inkey, prom. , 

72nd Ditto. — Lieut. William Henry Robinson, 
to be Capt by p. vice Watts, who ret; Ens. 
Charles William Meadowes Payne, to be Lieut, 
by p. vice Robinson ; Alfred Harris, gent to be 
Ens. by p. vice Payne. 

85th Ditto.— Lieut. Hon. Anthony Ashley 
Cooper, to be Capt. by p. vice Wilmot, prom. ; 
Ens. Angnstus Coryton, to be Lieut, by p. vice 
Coopef ; Arthur Robert Rose, gent to i)c Ens. by 
p. vice Coryton. 

08th Ditto. — Charles Horatius Kennedy, gciit. 
to be Bus. by p. vice Strelton, whose app. has not 
taken place. 

Rifle Brigade.— Major-Gen^ Sir George Ridolit 
Bingham, K.C.B. to be Colonel Commandant of a 
Bat. vice Lient.-Gen. Sir Tnomas Sidney Beck- 
with, dec. ; IJeut William Sullivan, to be Capt. 
by p. vice Kincaid, wbwret; Sec.-Lieut. EdwanI 
Holt Gkgg, to be First- Lieut, by p. vice Sul- 
livan; Algernon William* Billingliaui Grevillv, 
gent, to be Sec.-Lieut. by p. vice Glegg. 

Cnattaelied. — To be Major, without p. — 
Brevet-Mi^or Haddon Smith, Wm the Ceylon 
Rifle Regt. 

To be MiOor, by p.— Capt. Eardley Wilmot, 
from the 86tii Regt. 

Staff. — Mgjor Andrew Leith Hay, on the h. p. 
of the 06th Regt. to be Dep.-A<Bt.-6en. to the 
Forces serving in the Windward and Leeward 
Islands (with the rank of Lieuk-Coloncl in the 
andy), vice Craig, who res. 

Mcmor&nda. — ^The Christian namea of Licul.- 
Colonel-Barnanl, of the 1st or Gren. Regt. Foot 
Gkis. are Henry William, and not William Henry. 

The Christian names of Ens. Monyperiny, of 
^ the 4th Regt. are Robert Honywo6d, and not 
Rebeit Henry. 

Mg)or John Spring Hamilton, h. p. nnatt. hhs 
been allowed* to retire Itom the service, by the 
sate of an nnatt com. 

The h. p. of the nndcr^nentkmed bffleera has 
been etncelled from the 91st of June 1881, in- 
glusive, upon their receiving a commoted allow- 
ance for their commissions : — ; 

Uent David Frederick de Bachcll4, h. p. 8lh 
Line Bat. King’s German Legion; A«slsf.>SBit.* 
John Richard Elmore, li. p. 5tli Dr. Gds. ; Lieot. 
Henry Peyton, h. p. nnatt. ( 
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Regiments and 
Corps. * 


74th do . 
75th do . 
7^hdo . 
77th do . 
78th do . 
79th do . 
80th do • 
81 8t do*. 
82d do . 
83d do . 
84th do . 
85th do . 
86th do . 
87th do . 
88th do . 
89th do . 
90th do . 
91st do . 
92a do . 
93d do . 
94th do . 
95th do . 
96th do • 
97th do • 
98th do . 
99tlido . 


Stations of 

Year of Year of 
Stations of (ioing Return- 

W'lienct* 

Service Compa- 
nies or Troops. 

Reserve an Fo- ing from 

. Companies. reign Foreign 

* Service. Service. 

Returned. 



, Limerick 
Capti . 
Limerick 
Jamaica 
Ceylon 


.Chatham 


. Voughal) 
.Perth . 


Kingston,U.C. Aberdeen 
Portsmouth .... 


Portsmouth 
Maiiiitius 
Knniskillcn 
Jamaica . 
Maltas . • 

Antigua . 
Mauritius . 
Corfu . . 
Canterbury 
Gosport 
Portsmouth 
Dublin 
St. Lucia * 
Gibraltar 
Corfu . . 

Halifax N. 
Ceylon • 
Cape 

^ Mauritius 


1830 I Bermuda Armit 

Greenwood 

1827 ICanada Armit 

Gr. & Ar. 
Brent 
Lawric 

1831 Cephalonia Greenwood 

1831 Bermuda Greenwood 

Lawrie 

1829 Ceylon Armit 

Greenw'ood 
Greenwood 
Greenwood 
Greenwood 
Greenwood 
1831 Miitlras Greenwood 

1831 Corfu Greenwood 

1831 Jamaica llopkinson 

1827 Jamaica Cane 

Greenwood 
Kirklands 
Lawric 
Greenwood 
• (Jr. & Ar. 

llopkinson 
Greenwood 
Greenwood 
Greenwood 


. Sunderland 1819 

.V. . * ■ 

.Jersey . . 18‘J7 

. Devonport J 1821 
.Jersey . . .* 1826 

.Devonport .| 1831 
. Landguard Ft.* 1825 


Hide B. 1st bat. N. Brunswi 
2d bat. Malta . . 
HI. Staff Corps Ilythe . 

Ist West India 
Kegiment Trinidad 
2d ditto. ^ N. Providence 
Ceylon Hite 
Regiment . Ceylon 
Cape Mounted 

Hitemen Cape . < 
Royal African 
Colon. Cbrps Sierra Leone 
HI. Newfound- 
land Veteran . . 
Companies Newfound! 
HI. New South 
Wales Vet. 

Companies N. S. Wah 


- .iBr^on 
. Sheerncss. 
. .Guernsey 
, S. Chatham 

• • Clonmel 

• . Devonport 
.Naas • 

ickjDovcr . 

. . Dover . 


1827 Canada 


1831 Bermuda 
1829 Ceylon 


1831 !\T.itlras 
1831 Corfu 
1831 Jamaica 
1827 Jamaica 


Agents. 

Greenwood 

Greenwood 

Kirkland 

, Kirkland 


Newfonndlandj Morland 


N. S. Wales 


Royal Malta 
Feneibles 


Kirklani 

Kirkland 


J 1823 Greenwood 

1 824 Kirklands 

J 1824 Lawric 

,1 1824 Greenwood 

1825 * (Jr. & Ar. 

J 1825 llopkinson 

,■ 1825 Greenwood 

,1 1835 Greenwood 

1826 Greenwood 
. Detachments various periods Greenwood 

^ ARMY ACKNTS. 

^ Armit, Rorongh, & Co. I^einiiter St. Dab. 
Ashipy, James, 135, Regent Street. 
Atkinson, John, Ely Place, Dublin. 

Baillie, G. Colonial Office. 

Brent, Timothy, 10, St. James's Place. 
Cane, Richard, and Co. Dawson St. Dnblin. 
Collycr, Geo. Sara. Park Place, St. James's. 
Fitter, Godfrey, 34, We1beck,Street. 
Greenwood, Cox, HaihfRcrsley, and Cox, 
Craig's Court. 

HopkinM>n, Barton, and Knyvett,^|fai»Re< 
gent Street. 

Kirkland, John, (Gen. Agent,) 00, Pall Mall, 
Lawrie, John, Robert St. Adelphl. 
Morland, Sir F. B. 4, Northumberland St. 
Price, Wm. P. M, Craven St. Strand. 

[ Watson, William, 63, Charlotte Street, 
Portland ^ace. 


General Agents far the Mecruiligg Service, 

Qnst Britain— John Kirkland, Esq. 90, Pall MalL 
Irdand— Sir Baganall W« Buidctt, Bart. Dublin. , 

• - Agents far the Deccan Prize Mone§. 
Lieut.-Colonel Arbuthnot and John Kirkland, Esq. Office, 80, Pall MalL 


N. B. Abbreviationa are u^d only where Regiments have, fnm the Service Companies 
Mng .abrpadf English nid Irish Agents. A reference to the List of Agents, also given, 
^It explain the abbreviations. ^ • 
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BIRTIIS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. . 

BIRTHS. EllMb«tb,onlydMKhtvrofLleat.p<doneIGHlinnii, 


May 23rd. The lAdy of Capt. Hovvell* R. N. 
of « non. 

Wtb. At Oakville, the Lady of Capt M. 
Hk B^fhert, B. N. of a ton. 

Mey 20th. At East Looe, the Lady of Ueut 
Gin, R. N. of a son. 

May 30lh. The Lady of J. Elliott, Esq* Pdr. 
aer R. N. of a daughter. 

At Exeter, the Lady of Capt. Truscott, R.N. 
of a danghter. ' 

The lAdy of Colonel Frccmantle, of tlie Cold, 
■ircam Gnanis, ota dauflfbter, still born. 

At Athlone, the Lady of Dr. Williams, flSth 
Regiraent, of a son. 

June 9th. At Bath, the Lady of Capt Seton, 
Of the 9tb Dragoon Guards, of a son. 

JnneOlh. At Overton House, near Bandon, the 
Lady of Ucnt.Colonel St. John Clerke, of a 
daughter. 

In Cork, the Lady of Jonathan Croft, Esq. Me- 
dical Staff, of a son. 

At Hounslow, the Lady of Lieut. Robert Cooke, 
of the Otb Lancers, of a son. 

June loth. At Long Hill Cottage, near Wey. 
niootli, the Lady of Capt. R. Douglas, R. N. In. 
spirting Commander, Coast Guard, of a son. 

At Milford, the Lady of J. Williams, Esq. Pur. 
ser K. H. of a son. 

At Tivoli Gardens, Cork, the Lady of Incut.. 
Colonel Day, of a daughter. 

June 23rd. At Blackbrook Cottage, near Fare- 
ham, the Lady of G. T. M. Purvis, R.N. of a son. 

MARRIED. 

Jan. 1st. At Kiindy, Ceylon, Lieut. M'Intyrc, 
rsth Highlanders, to Eliza, daughter of James 
Hailden, Esq. of Perslcy,Lord Provost of Aberdeen. 

May 7th. At Malta, Lieut, the Right Hon. the 
Earl of Rothes, of the Royal Fnsilecrs, of Rothes 
Castle, Elginshire, and Leslie Castle, Fiftiahire, 
to Louisa, Uiird daughter of Colonel Anderson 
Morsbead, of Widey Court, in the connty of Dc- 
von, commanding Royal Engineer at Malta. 

May 19th. Ac Carlsrnhe, Grand Duchy of Ba. 
den, Capt. Drummond, late of the 93rd High- 
landers, heir (h-esgpptlve to the Earldom of Mel- 
fort,in Scothind, (Should his MiO<!sty ^ pleased to 
restore that title,) to tlie Baroness. Alhertine do 
Khelnweller, widow of the late Gen. ' 
Count Rapp, Peer of FVance. 

May 19th. At St. George’s, Bloomsbury, tJeut. 
R. B. Cotgrave, R.N. to Emily Henrietta, young- 
est daughter of R. Ellis, Es^ of Turrlngton-square. ,• 

May 24th. At JIrtghton, Lieut. George Bnr<k 
roughs, R. A. td Sellidi^ eldest daughter of the 
late Colonel Childers, Jith Light Dragohns, and 
of Canlley, eonnty of York. ' 

June lit. At^St. Margaret’s, Westminster, 
Lieut. G. Mason, R. K. to Ann, eldest daughter 
ofW. Whitehead, Esq. of Teynham, Kent. The 
bride was given away by Lord Adolphus Flca- 
Clarenee. 

June 2nd. At Hytlie, Kent, Robert Marshall, 
Eaq. M. D. Surgeon R; N. td Sarabr, ektest 
daughter of D. Major, Esq. of that' fUfetl* 

At Brinpy Chnrcli, County Cork, Capt. (the 
Hon. William ^myih Bernard; half.pay,1st Dm- 
foon Guards, brotlier of the Fiarl of Baii|lon, to^ 


of Clancoole, late of the 81st Regiment. 

At St. Mary’s, Bryanstone-aquare, Capt. John 
Davidson, of the S6d Life Guards, to Augusta 
CBtherine,second daughter of Mr. and Lady Sarah 
Bayly. 

At Anthony, Lleiit. U. Kemp, R. N. to Susan- 
nah, daughter of J. Pryn, Esq. H. M. Customs, 
FoWey. 

June 7th. At Davio^ House, Invernesahire, 
Capt. Angus MacIntyre, late J>r 41st Regiment, to 
Margaret, daughter of the Hon. Augua MdeUnr 
tosh, of Mackintosh, Capt^ o.’ ClancliafAn, Ac. Ac. 

June 7th. At Laurg Church, near Birr, Lieut. 
E. EVan^ 38tli Rk*gimenl, to Eliza, daughter of 
Thomas Antlscll, Esq. Sraduff House. 

June 7th. Af Merstham, Surrey, John Hennetii ' 
Esq. M. D. of the Royal Military Asylum, to Misil 
Phillips, of Hill Lodge, near Winchester. 

June 0th. At Bath, Capt Ellis, of the 4Ui Light 
Dragoons, eldest son of the late Colonel Ellis, of 
the 29th light Dragoons, to Elisa Gcorgiana, eldest 
dtelghter of Colonel J. L. Richardson, of the Ben- 
gal Service. 

June 10th. At St. Mary’s Church, Dublin, by 
the Kev. G. Kelly, Eilward Josias Bultecl, Esq. 
Surgeon to his Majesty's Forces, to Sarah, eldest 
daughter of the late David Kelly, Esq. of Sligo. 

June Itth. At Kilmallock Church, County 14- 
mcrick, Capt. King, late 7Ui Hussars, nephew to 
Earl Klngsston, to Miss Cootc, daughter of Chidley 
Coote, of Monnt43oote, in that Cemnty,* Eaq. 

At St. Mary’s Church, ClLlrenhain, Capt. M. 
Carmichael Smyth, Madras Light Cavalry, to 
Marianne Henry, youni^st daughter of the late 
Alderman Hutton, of Dublin. 

June 16th. At St. Mary’s Chun*h, St. Mary-le- 
booe, Lieut. H. £. Bevllle, 9tli Dragoon Guards, 
to Charlotte, eldest daughter of G. N. Thompson, 
Esq. of Chapel Street, GrosveiioS Place. 

June IStli. At St. George’s Handver Sqiurc, 
Robert Marsh Wcstmacott, Esq. Capt. in the 96th 
Regiment, and second son of Hlehard Westma- 
cottf Esq. to Louisa Marian, eldest danghter of 
the late Rev. George Plummer, Rector of North 
Hill, County of Cornwall. 

June 21st. At Watertell Church, Ideut. Charfes 
77th Regiment, to Emma, dani^ter of Tho- 
mas AustHi, of WalMM, Esq. 

At Alton Cbnreh;^aBts, Capt. S. B. Haines, 
Royal Navy, to Miss Mary Stanley^ dnn^ter of 
George Sauley, Esq. of Anstey, near Alton, Hants- 

June 23rd. At Woodmancotev Sussex, R, Ed- 
mond Caton, Grenadier Guards, uideat son of the 
Rev. R. B. Caton, of York Struet, PUrtmaa 
Square, and of Binbrook, UHeolnsbbw, to Anna 
Marla, only daughter of the Bldeont, 

Rector of Woodmaucoto. and grUtdlMaughter UT 
the late Sir Harry Goring, Bart. - ' '' ’ 

c DEATHS. \ 

Colonel tlie Eait of Lishurno>- late SlieM^,', 
Regiment. ' 

Ll8t'TaNANT-;Qd|.OMS|.S«' ' 

April 27th. 1931. Lapalle, h. p. .39th Foot. ' 'J. 

May 0th. At Biihom Stortfordi WOliy; W'a 
aistFItait. ' r « 

carTAiNs. 

MacdoneS, lOUi Dragoons. 
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Oct. ttth, 1830. At Moretoa Bay, Now Sooth 
\Vak‘ii, IjOKan, 6rt|^ Foot> kHled by (lie AboH^ 

C&iieit. 

Fob. 8lli, 1831. %At Downle Hooie, Arsyldiire, 
Clerk, h. p. 97th Foot. 

March Slat. At Malta , Patiillo, Royal Artillery. 

April 96Ui. Affleck,^ b. p. Indepeotlents. 

likvtenants. • 

Dec. 90lh, 1830. Bradahaair, h. p. 104th Foot. 

Feb. 7th, 1831. Milne, h. p. 42nd Foot. 

April 23nl. Little, h. p. 40th Foot. • 

April 27th. At Nealiug, IJncolnshire, Loft, 
tttiid Foot. • , 

May 3rd. Oormon, li. p. 41st Foot. 

May 13th. oAt Shanngii.BrSlge, Athlone, King, 
08th Foot. • 

' ENSION*. • ^ • 

April. Liston, 8ist Foot, liost on passage 
homo fjroBi Bermuda, on board the brig Billow. 

MlV 4th. Moore, h. p. 7laf Foot. 

QUARTKa-MASTERS. 

Mtebolsoti, 17th Dragoons. 

March I3th. At Hounslow, JBoily, h. p. 11th 
Dragoons. 

March 24th. Tcnnent, h. p. I9th Dragoons. 

April 92iid. Swi-cney, h. p. 8th Dragoon Ciiards. 

April 93rd. King, li. p. 13tli Dragoons. 

Woods, lute 7th Koyal Veteran Battalion. * 
Surgeon. 

Jan. loth. At Hanover, Surg. Neimiann, h. p. 
8tli Line German Legion. 

AaSlSTANT-SURO KONS. 

Jan. 90Ui. At Sea, Urquhart, Foot. 

May 4th. CambleFb, p. 34th Foot. 

May 91st. Thomson, I3th Dragoons. 

Jan. 2nd. Lieiit.'Oen. Sir Gabriel Martindell, 
K.C.B. commanding the garrison at Buxar, Bast 
Indies. 

Jan. loth. At Mabableshwur Hills, his Excel, 
lency lient.-Gen. Sir Thomas Sydney pkckwitb, 
K.C. B. Governor and Comniaiider>in>Chief of the 
Presidency of Bombay. He was appuint«l a 
Licuteoaiit in the 71st Foot in 1701 ; Captain 4Ui 
Angnst 1704 ; and Captain in Mauingham's Corps 
of Riflemen, <aAerwn^s the O.'Mh Foot, and Rifle 
Brigade,) 90th Major in 1802; 

Licutenant-ColoncX in 1803; Colonel in 1811; 
Major-General In 1814; ami Co1oncl Comniand;At 
in the Rifle Brigade 97th*:4|b"*cy Me 

served with much distinctlou Bf Spain and Porto- 
gaL At Uentenatit-Golonel he served at the bat- 
tles of Vimlert, .Cornnna, and Bnsaco. In 1810 


age, Mr. Thomii Donglaa Eshelby, Sunwon of 
lfltMf^>SlilpBeyUe, 

May 97th. At Coates, Sussex, Lieut. Thomas 
King, R.N. aged 92, yoongett son of the late John 
King, Esq. 

May 98th. After a riiort but severe illness, in 
the 74th year of hit age, the Rigjbt.Uon. William 
Earl of Northesk, Baron Rosehitf and Ingjlt^l- 
die, G.C.B. and LL.D. Admiral of the Red, Rear 
Admiral of Great Britain. A memoir of this la- 
mented officer will be found in onr present mm- 
ber. 

May 30th. At Chatham, Major W. H. Snowe, 
of the Royaf Marines. The death of this officer 
was occasioned by a fall flrom hit horsCiWuefa 
took fright and became restive^ on the SataMay 
preceding, at the troops firing a fen dejoie, at 
the review at Chatham, In celebration of nis Ma« 
jesty’s birth day. 

At Limerick, Commander A. C. Stanton, R.N. 

At Pllton, near Barnstaple, Capt. Richard Pel- 
lowe, U. N. He was FirsMJentenant of the 
Nytnpli, comniauded by Capt. Pellew, now Lord 
Exmotttli, In the action with and capture of the 
Cleopatra French frigate. 

At Wiveliscomhe, Capt. Henry Hoilge, on die 
Retired List of the Royal Marines. 

At Cork Barracks, In his 19th year, of dysen- 
tery, Cornet Thomas Holme Bankes, Otlt Dragoon 
Guards. 

In Dublin, Capt. Daniel Hull, in the 79nd year 
of hit age, laic of the 12th Royal Veteran Batta- 
lion; ail officer who hail servcil his King and 
country with honour and fidelity for 54 yearsi. 

At Uonaghadee, Major Hull, formerly of llis 
Majesty's 02iid Regiment. 

At Cork, Henry Wrixon, Esq. of Blossomfield, 
late Captain 10th Light Dragoons. 

June 5tb. Lieut. J. A. Phillips, R. N. son of 
Capt. Phillips, of Torr House, Devon. He wgs 
seiaod with the cramp while bathing under the 
Hoe, ami w'as drowned. 

June 7tli. At Widcombe House, near Bath, 
Capt. Matthew Wrench, R.N. 

June 11th. At East Wickham, Kent, John 
Jones, Esq. formerly Lieutenant-Colonel 1st Foot 
Guards. 


Lately, on the coast of Africa, Mr. Collins, 
Master of the Medina. 

June I5th. 'At Piyniouth, Ca^. Thomas lunes, 
R.N. - 

June loth. At Woodeiid, Hainpihire, 

Sir John Knight, K.C.B. aged 83. A Memoir is 
gh’cn in onr present Number. 

June 18lh. At his residence, Yates-Court, Kent, 


he 'W4I app^nted to tlie Staff of the army in Vice-Adiniral Viscoitnt Torrington, aged 09. A 
Spaii^fffrst as a Deputy and next as an Assistant- iKfemoir is given in our present Nun)j[;wr. 
Qimlur-Master-Geaeral; and be afterwards served June lOtb. After a short iune'ia, Capt. Sik 
as . Qaarter-MMfor-Geiieral in Canada. For bis Murray Maxwell, CJB. R.N. Wa expect to ba- 
servlees bo oM^^lioiMHirad with the Order of the enabled to give a Memoir of the services of tbia 
Ba^f'.aod Tlri^' and Suroed of Portugal, as a distinguished ^officer in oar next Number. He 
* Kffigiut Commander. ' had recently been appointed to the Government 

At Bermuda, LieuL-Coloncl Uoyd. R.A. deeply of New Brunswick, 
fogretted by bis brolheP* officers and a numerous ' Lately, Capt. Cbancs Otter, R.N. 
a^ffiBtil'tanee at Beniinda. He was buried with At Brambridge House, Twyford, Hants, Llenti 
n^bry honours at Str George's on the 97th May. C. A. Antram, K.N. 

At the of Wight^ Commamler E. Roberts, dune 93rd. At Titchfield, after a long lllneas, 
gged 8K o # Capt. Edtvard. .f^ovey. Royal Engineers, aged 35 

Aallar Hospital, Mr. R. D. Mosberry.sPur- ycars^ 

4ir. R.N. * Jooo 94th. At Porchester, Mgjor Mark, for- 

. .^i^y 17tli. At Malta, In the 28Ui year of bis meriy of the srth Rfgliiient. 
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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENjj^. ^ 


this month give an eictra half4heet, in or<er to Mjfduce a ditgtkid feport of 
held to ettabUsh the Natal Avn MiLiTAB'i^»aAny aBv Atvax^Mf 
upon the auepidoue loundation of whidi we aare happy to be enablod to oottlratohiti the 
United Service. ^ ^ 

Will Milo,*' whiMvai evidendy an eve-witaew of what he deteribod hvt%BBticgte 
I detaEb he has be^ so kind as to oomlhnnidate, and wl^^ by 
ike idtmtdjpWfaflho^ to us F Our Correipondent will iinderataad why we aiw 
when domilirfth eiidi a foMeot. 

Vo have dime our beetibr *l P P." 

Ve will reoiily reodve ** P.*e’' mofibfed communimtiont on j 

We ihatl take ufl the sutijeete alladed to by An Obiemr.** 

We regnt biniag heed eompelM to r 

We aif eompettid to Meg the eondhuatioi of Dr. BottniM NtlMliloK' dWh 
ieiwdkTld|iMPieiw«4ofiii#i;i^^ ^ 







A VOIGK FRQH THB ARMY« 


Qiia» Refj^to in ^Perria noatri non plena laboris ? 


Si NOR tlie^ creation of the British Army, there has not occurred a 
licriod, at which ju*«tfbc to the claims of its members has been 
more imperatively called for, or when circumstances more clearly 
pmnted out its value to the state, and the niischiefe of well-founded 
discontent on the«part of that important brai\ph of the National Force. 
It is our province toVt forth and advocate those claims in genefal, 
and in the partici^lar case %vhich now demands our notice, we ^lall stiki- 
|dy appeal to that spirit of justice by which the existing Administration 
jHmesses to be exclusively acAiated. 

Prom the earliest ages. Armed Bodies have been of necessity em* 
ployed to ^nieiit of control the discordant elements of society— to 
ptotcct their native heaths and altars — extend civilization, and speed 
ihe intercemrse of man, and the interchange of his and Nature's pro- 
ductions, from Pole to Pole. Armies, and we use the term as implying 
any armed and organized Forcei* traversing sea and laud, were, the 
founders and the bulwarks of Statesv- 

Le premier qui fuf Roi fut un Suldat heureux,’* 


and Valour and Virtue became convertible terms in the language of 
those who came, saw, and conquered." 

^ Nor Were the paramount influence and exercise of the Military prin- 
ciple confined to my form of Polity ; — ^it pervaded all — ^whether Kegal 
or Republican? Interwoven with every Public Institution and sus- 
taining the Social Fabric, Military Service was the first and iiidis> 
pensable duty of every Citizen — J^Iilitary Virtue his highest distinction 
—and Military Honours his loftiest aspiration. Such w(*rc mure espe- 
cia^ the spirit and the practice of those far-famed Nations who found- 
ed Freedom Upon a popular iiasis ; but who, overborne by the despotic 
tendency of democratic Institutions— the other and worst extreme of 
tyranny— «bused and cast down that Idol it wus their error to have 
worship)>ed under an incompatible form. 

The standing Army of Great Britain, during the* century ^nd a half 
of its existende, has well sup])orted the high pretensions orSts imme- 
morial calling. Brave-— faith^il— patient — and amenable to strict dis- ^ 
cipline, the troops of Great Britain have served the cause of th0lf‘* 
country with constant zeal and pr<^re8sive improvement, from the 
days of Blenheim to those of Watermo. How they bore their part 
in the great and protracted straggle *£ot national freedom oi;: submis- 

S A to French tyraiii^, it were idle to repeat here ; — they detiveKd 
dr fatherland and Eurofie from the common foe,«ivinning unfading 
aUd a popularity fdike just and enduring.# Notwithstanding thd 
buzzing of the political* gad-flies who infest and worry the 
the Army; and Navy are regarded lyitL pride .and respect by 
Brithdi Nation, to whose substantial interests they 'minister, and 
honoor and securitv they watch. Injustice, or ingratitude 
feeWezei&dlipefkSiCble^nd efficient Imdies are, we ere confideittyul^r^ 
reptagnuni wtbe great mass o^the People, vfho aze.enalded '^‘'bhe 
'' e^ilant iMrepid intervention of the. Army and Navy, tP^Apply ^ 

U, 8. 83* Avovst 1831. 2 O 
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thettlMl'mjllk *fiiU i«ciirity» to their 'toftpcsslave purarfts^ lnidi»|te 
diMiurb^ 1^ KWeeU of dbifiestio onjoymont. * ^ ^ ^ 

'These observations are introdnced^ not in an idle spirit of Vain-<gloi^ 
or recrimination^ but to lead us to the ion upon which we base oiur 
appeal-^ttamely^ that Friction should in no case be permitted to pde^ 
Jtfoice thd' administration or lower the proud spirit and eificieiicy of Ite 
United Sendees — the twin pillars of the Stalte. , • • »* » 

In the following remarks we address ourselves biore especially to'^tlio 
Concerns of the Army, because a measure of injustice towards a classof 
its members^ and throngli them to the whole, {las been recently dia« 
dMsed in Parliament, and decKM npoii elsewhere ;~we allude to tihs 
egreltision of military oflioers from the enjoyment of* their priifesaon^ 
emoluments when holding civil oiHce,. while t]^t ^'indulgence is innb 
diously permitted to oiKcers of the Sister'^Service. * ^ 

It has ever occurred to us as passing strange, jkhat “ vested figUtHh 
which are held ** sacred'* as regards the noii-cumbatant classes of this 
investing community, should deemed noii^dtistcnt in the Amij^ — 
that its most important interests and prerogatives should be matteiwojf 
caprice— 'While it is subjected to aidoublc code of pains and penalties 
by distinct laws for its immediate Government. « 

While Europe still resounded orith acclamations for the victory of 
Waterloo— while admiration and gratitude for the services of those 
who achieved it, and sympathy for the brave men who had fallesi; 
were at their highest in EngLiud, his late Alajesty, with characteristic 
benevolence, ordered, as a mark of his satisfaction with the conduct of 
the British Army, that pensions for wounds or disabilities CQntracI^ 
4ii the service, should increase wiUi the progressive raii^ of the odlbcirs 
holding them.* This boon, unsolicited and unexpected, was hailed 
with twofold enthusiasm and cheering anticipations by tlie Army. 
Calculations and arrangements for tbe future were confidently made*->- 
rosponsibility was incurred — ^pledges given— and marriages contracted, 
upon the strength of a provision spontaneously coiiferred land solemnly 
guaranteed. Yet within two little years— ere yet the salt of most 
righteous tears had ceased to scald the cheek of the widow and the 
orphan — ere those ranks who most needed the boon hud time tO profit 
by its operation — the grant was suddenly and recldessly cut off,t and 
numbers ef British officers, who dreamed not of broken faith with thoac 
whose stout arms propped the credit of the nation itself, vvere ruined ! 

AVq have been tola tliat the sacrifice ^as delifj^ded by the state of 
the national finances. While we admit the exp^iency of reduction gt 
the period in question, we deny the justice of its application in the case 
we have stated^ Why sroother^the bees that drones might 'batten on 
the hqpSy ? It economy was a duty, as no doubt it was, iher^ W^re 
^her quarters in which it might have been exercised with profit to'thp 
ptate, and without rqin or injustice tu individuals, out UOTri^ 
Army, by some perversion of justice and policy, has ever beeUiixilqw 
the scape-goat of every cuckoo cry for redaction. We will dtatd Mdn 
they should l>e the very last thus afiTOcted. 

In lpl$, tbe House of Commons, feeling the debt of 


* tPsted (Ust July IdlS. ^ „ ,, 

t Dated 30th Jnfic and 25th of August 1317. 
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iWB d^ytto^11i^.sAffin]^|f(»ril»>fmtnonts.;S«rvjce6, ^ 
the same fame a large reduQUoflr.ttf4tSt members, on..tbe Ttttura»c»£ the 
iuA^iof Oqcupation. from J^raace/eame ta a resolutkm^ almost nnani- 
mn^ifiat oflloan'n!dttcede|Lludff*tmYBhcwld be eligibleio Civil OiHce* 
prior to <th|s pericid) they could not accept .without furfeiting theu 
imitary pay l and m consequent of this feeling, so expres^^ the War 
O^ce Circulaf of the SSruJuly ^1619,* was issued. s 

a question of cenunon sense, and equity, the balf*pay of an offi- 
cer is. an annuity for value received, or admitted to be received — and 
as 'isueb becomes bis iqdJsputable i^operty. At all events it is a rfri 
mneration for past military services/ combined with an obligatien 
ta)' the ^wt: of* j;he officer to return to his military .duties whou 
cawd^ upony provide^ his heq^tb will allow him to do so. As a 
point of law, it was unequivocally decided iu favour of the holders 
^ 'halS-pay, in the gase of the late Duke of St. Alban's, as a lialf-piiy 
Xiieutenant of the Navy, who broiq^ht the matter to trial, 

■ We do not discuss oc question the pro]>riety of so modifying the en- 
joyment of half-pay, that it shall be strictly a ijwd pro quo dependent 
upon not less than a fixed number^of years* service, or other prosneclwe 
conditions, t — but we maintain that'tiiider the then existing regulations 
and understanding, any restrictions u|)oii officers on half-pay— especially 
«uch as have been obliged to rbtire, contrary to their wishes aud 
jpests, by reduction or disability, — ore unjustifiable in any sense, as well- 
as wholly unprofitable to the country. . r-, 

We a^, upon what grounds of expediency, justice, or economy, are 
half-paj officers precluded from a privilege common to idl other classes 
of British subjects ? The pensioned civilian is master of his own actions 
and pursuits. Half-pay, if granted for any public consideration at 
aU, is clearly a remuneration for past service: if it have been iu- 
discriininately bestowed alike upon the tyro and the veteran, still 
the 'general principle remains unutfected. What matters it to the 
lotion wlietltpr a subaltern, «retRiris his fifty or sixty iiounds a-year, 
•while endeavouring to maintain himself above penury by a new 
pursuit? He is entitled to his half-pay, or he is not: if‘ the fur- 
ther, ha has a right to its usufruct under any circu instances wliUe 

' ." g f . ; I '.' i . *.T"- ■ ■■ — 7^ 

* CinCULAll 417- . IT t ’ : 

... « . M ar Office, July 23rd, 181?^ , 

,( Af^y. <^cer hiding aiwj)l«rc os emolument of profit *iiiider the crown, th^net ^ 
l^niial emoliimeiUtt of WRich do not exceed tlii'ce times the amount of the higUI^ 
iate df half-pay, attached by regulation to the rank iu virtue of which he is' entf- 
tiedr to half pay, nlayiipoii application to the 8ecretary-at-M^ar, be permitted to 
•Tecoiveaiiiflitery allowanoo equal to, and initead of, his half-pay, upon making- an 
affidavit in the following form, Ac. ^ . 

> <lf the net aimual emolument of the civil place or employment exceed tli^ee 
Umes, but faU short of foui* times tlie amount of such h.ilf.iuiy, they may 'upjn 
t^fiAtion at the end of the year receive so much of ’^heir military aiibwenc^fui 
'tq^theowhih those net annual emoluments, may be equal to four times Uie euMva^ 
ofismehlHdf-li^'uponmakiT^ affidavit in tlie foUowiug form, &c. - 

By Act 1, Geo. 4, Gap. U.-rUalf-pay not receivable witA eiiiolumGUta<Croiu a 

.u ... ..... * 


^ ^ . ,^ u,ndw the erpAvn to whi^ au oflirer may he appoipiied ^tiiy 

rifi^d^"(lho(>nsequen<».of a recommendation of the Finance Committee*, 

"f Bffected by a late refulatiou, for the purpose of correcting certain abuses, by 
which individuals who had never johlod a reg^ept tiecatne JIIilit«*iry Auimitaiits 


2 c 2 




lie qomaomion ; tq.dei^iy^/hiia 

cuube he fills a vacancy in another calliii 
awn, from which he is alienated by inrol 


he is ready to return, if capable, wheof required^ is a pdtry 
terfuge unworthy of the couutir* The prohibitiop, on puplio 
appears wholly inexpedient^ and, as uffecting q particular cla^, is 
and partial. To turn his leisure to usefuliana profitable ^count iq 
surely a derogation on the part of a British officer deserving so 
and exclusive a penalty ; and, on ever 3 r account, we hope the questio^ 


aciracr eariy consiueroTion anu revision in ree proper 
We shall now proceed to expose the corresponding deprivation wif][i 
which General Officers are threatened. t * ‘ 

In 1829, Sir Henry Hardinge stated in the.Holbse of Commona^j^ 
reply to a notice of Mr. R. Gordon, that the injustice donq to oifiq^ 
on half-pay by the Finance Committee in 1828, w/^s no reason wiiy 
iuHQvaiion of a similar tendency as affecting General Officer^ holaf^g 
regiments on full pay unattached, should be enforced by the pdvocatpp 
of retrenchment in the House,— quoting, at the same time, the case of 
the Duke of Marlborough as havlM held the offices of First Lord of 
the Treasury and Master-General ut the Ordnance, with the Colouplcy 
of the 1st Regiment of Guards and the post of Constable of the Tpwer, 
(precisely the offices held by the Duke of Wellington,) without au^ 
curtailment of his military emolniiients, beciuse he also held civu 
appointments. The selection of such a subject for retrenchment, we 
are forced by circumstances to infer, was suggested rather by the spirit 
of party than of economy, originating, as it appears to have doj\e^ in a 
desire, on the part of Sir James Graham, to att<ick the ^^moluments qf 
the Duke of Wellington and Sir George Murray, then Ministers of tl^ 
Crown. 

Of the appointments of the Duke of Wellington we cannot stocm tP 
apeak paliiatingly. His services are as far beyond price, as his loity 
(^cacter is above the appreciation of the little-minded of rhis cpunjl^yT* 
men. Sir George Murray, after forty years of brilliant and ardpmu 
service, enjoys about 1500/. per annuin ; and had, we venture, to tni|Q^ 
as strong claims to his Ministerial salary, a 8 > vtulalis mutandis, the 
sent First Lord of the Admiralty, of whose previous public qeraqi^ 
there is nwrecord. It is remarkable that office should have wrought 
diametrical a change ip the financial' views of thp First Lor4» as 
**^«nister, supports in the case pf the |<lavill Lords,pf the Admir^l^^ f(n 
indulgence" which he condeiqued in that of His Majesty’s 
Ministers, when himself in Opposition. * , . , (^.r, 

The following passage, talmn^irom the Report of the, 
mittee on Reduction of Salaries, est^b^ 8 hqs this 

Fouft Lords er the ADMiiAi.Ty 4 i-X}ieiaalRry of XHMDi(ii 4 yaiiorilif« 
isted in I?gi9, and romaio^ unchafiged^tQ the pwent time, airik bpiipj^ihlg 
Also an qflUfiul tosidcnce. it is np^ Aa.PlWPto CPX ^ 

a, jenerid principle, the Committee 9 ^ ^ 


genoe their SaUtries might be a styfficUmt remuneration for Ser» 
vices’^ — Repqrt, p. 

We would ask'^why ai^d in, what degfee is this indulgence less 
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to'tM Military officer under parallel eiroum^ 

thfi reign of Queen Anne, there has been no improvement in 
tni^pay of officers of the fiilitish Army, their income being considered 
reference, bofli to its relative value and positive amount. In fact, 
xlie auvanta^ is with the former period. The pay of the soldier has 
tjebh dhnbldd. Tbh case of General Officers is peculiar. The prospect 
hf’feceiving pay graduated and filled to their ranks fi,f General Officers, 
'Wik as shbrt-li^cd as thd hopes of tlie candidates for increase of pen- 
sions for tvound^.* Tlte warrant was annulled, the number to receive 
TOO itntgtabhed^ pav being limited, by gradual reduction, to ISO, at 
25s, a day (18tlf J^eb/uary 18111,) and that only under certain edn- 
'dStfoii^ a^ to^i^gimental service! By this measure, the sum of 23,000/. 
'^iliiolally, or a total to this date of nc^arly 300,000/. has been saved to the 
at* the expense of the General Officers who served it with dis- 
*iiticfl0n d\/i$n^Hhe ivar. A General Officer, promoted subsequently to 
the hboVq date, receives, therefore, merely the pay of hh last reghnenfal 
cotpmisstoh, although he may have purchased the latter at the outlay 
of Ills whole private fortune. Oft the other hand, British Admirals, 
who cannot have purchased their commissions, receive at once the lialf^ 
pay of their respective ranks a^ Flag Officers, The hardship involved 
ih this disability of holding professional pay with civil emolument, 
though unjust to both services, will be found, therefore, to press most 
heavily on the Military. If it be pleaded tliat the civil salary is in 
iisqif an adequate remuneration to the party holding office, even at the 
aaCrifiCe of his^professional einoliitncnts, we deny the assumption. On 
^be iohtrary, we have good reason to believe that the hlilitary Officers 
who had the honour to serve as Ministers before tlu»sc now in office, 
were ns decided losers in pocket, as they have been gainers in the re* 
*4pbct and confidence of the country. 

Nor is it alone with respect to officers considered Civil » like the 
Government in India for instance, that this prohibition operates in- 
^tiously: it similarly affects posts of honour or courtesy, as those 
fl(bout the court and tlie person of the Sovereign, held by distinguished 
lUBCers? Such as Sir Herbert Taylor, Sir Andrew Barnard, Sir lieiiry 
'Blackwood, tc. from motives of personal attachment to or on the part 
'Iff TOP Foyal Family, ^ ^ 

' On a late occasion* wl^eiv the* salary of the President of the B<mrd^ 
*bf Ciiofrol catnc before the House, Sir Henry Hardinge, who vigilafftiy' 
^ibhes the interests of his profession, inquired of Lord Altborpe 
whether j;he Government had determined to adopt the recommendatNMi 
“bf tde Salaries^ Committee as regarded General Officers — ^to which his 
Lordship ireplied, that As there ivus no case of any military general 
offioer holding civil office lA the exijting Government, he hod nut 
^tli ett| feht it iWnessary to come to a decision until the case sliuuld arhse/* 
f eWployikl in the case of the half-pay will 

bo. that of theijf^eraUOfficerB-^and we have strong ho)ies 
n-s TTT ^>^ TjrWsioi|ate view pr .the meditated deprivation affecting the 
wUi appear to hjp wd the Government both inexpe- 

— ^Md jfApmitio jio adopt tbe^arbitraxy and iovidiuim rccommcnda- 



Mu, 


* See tlie Parliumeiitory Prouoedings in oar RVght^r. 
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t1'on' «if\!ii4'‘C5(Wiinlt\iefe.‘' Srfih A i)iweedinfo'coni^ ‘#W5^»*l;M6»^ 
injustice to tte half-pay, would naturally creai^e an ittipri»ffldii'thftl w 
was the oBj^ct of the preseilf Government' tb drive military ofhcere 
from any participation in civil emplojrnfcnt-— to render , them, as it 
were, an exclusive caste— instead of, with a wiser and more constitu- 
tional policy, throwing open to them the dd()r of office, and thus neu- 
tralizing the alleged ambition of military adventuWs and danger of 
standing armies, ^ associafting themcn the responsibility i honours, and 
concerns of the State. The barefaced assertion o^ca^onally palmed 
upon the better sense and experience of ParliaSient, by certain stolid 
ajnd case-hardened members of its body, namely, thatithe capacity. of 
military men for civil office is inferior to that of the' other classes, re- 
futes itself. A glance at the^ most eminent public men at hoo^e, ahd 
at those who administer our colonies in every region of the gl6be, will 
suffice to expose the clap-trap falla^. " 

In a late debate on the Army Estimates, Sir Henry Hardingc in- 
formed the Secretary-at-Wnr, (Sir Henry Parnell,) that if tlie latter 
did not himself bring forward some resolution, in mitigation of the case 
of the half-pay, when the Appropriation Act came beffire the Hou§e, 
1|e (Sir Henry Hardinge,) would do so. Wc trust that upon such aii 
'occasion, the gallant officer will not fail to receive the zealous support 
' ^ild^co-oiieratioii of his comrades, and of the independent members, of 
jlhe House. With a view to ineet any imputation as to the motives of 
j^r Heury Hardingc and his late colleagues, it is proper to remark, thai 
any exertions in favour of the army they may now see fit to niftlie, 
ifiiisi be. more than usually unprejudiced by party, being the . due rej- 
suit of an upright discharge of their public duty, when themselves jn 
vlfice. The scrutiny of the Finance Committee of lH29, ^ far from 
being encountered with evasion by the Secretary-at-War of 1^29-!^^ 
(Sir Henry Hardinge,) was met in a corresj^nding. spirit in ei^ery 
point where a fair objection had been taken. Proven j^buses wcar^ 
sedulously and impartially corrected, many hundreds or dis^ttalifi.ed 

iiiiiividuals who bad pnrctiased commissions merely as an investment 

J . 1 ^ . , 
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iAt)litie<f3lqi(^ of the V7ar tlie officers oa full aud half-pay of thp Line 
as follows * 

* On Full Pay. Half-Pay. Total. 

1815 13,500 I 4,900 | 18,100 

1830 6,178 I 8,739 14,910 


• • 3, WO 

Add offiyers of Artillory and Marines who have, by the 
sale of their Commiasioos, been placed on the half-pay of 
the Lino . . 600 


Thus it is cl6iir that the half-pay has been reduced since the Peace 
and up tal830, by thoue than 4000 officers, idthough the number in 1830 
is double what it was in 18lS ; because the halNp.iy is always in pro- 
]>orlioti to the numlkor of officers reduced from full pay, and the real 
reduction accomplished is of course the difference between the whole 
of the numbers of officers on full and half pay, as they existed in 1815, 
and in 18!10. 

Out of an aggregate of 13,000 officers, of Avliom 7000 arc on half- 
pay, it appears that there are scarcely ninety of the latter holding 
situations purely civil, and averaging about 150h a year! In what, 
then, consists the economy of exclusion, or how is its propriety jus- 
tified? Other persous would hold these offices if the half-pay were 
restricted from accepting them. The rule of 1810, by which civil office 
might be held by nirfeiture of a pot lion of the officer's pay, was less 
inexcusable, though still oppressive. Our legislators reverse the prac- 
tice of the Romans, who suffered none to fill a civil office (the func- 
tions of religion excepted), unless he had served ten years in (he 
^rniy,^ But the Romans were dark and dull do^, familiar with 
friumjihs and ovations, tbut innocent of the JMarch of Intellect. 

We cannot do better than quote here parts of the evidence of Sir 
fi(enry Hai^inge, given before the Select Committee in IMarcli last, 
which bear, with cliaracteristic force, upon the question we are treating 
* need make no comments to this Committee on what would be the feel- 
ing in the Military profession If, at the Board of Admiralty, Naval Lords 
VCN to be allowed to receive their naval pay w ith the sala^ of a 9 ivil office, 
*Mimlsi the Officers of the Army at the Board of Ordnance, for Ip&tance, were 
nut W be allowed the same advantage. At that Board, the Surveyor Gene- 
nd of the Ordnance must, ar sffieio, be a Military br a Naval Officer ; it hoa^ 
•heed held by botli. The Salary fixed for Surveyor General of the Ordifffiioe 
li, a year ; the pay and emoluments of a regimeut held by a General 
pffiii^ qro 1000/. on an average. If and emoluments were to be 

abated, being obliged to reside in London, and to be in Parliament, be aou|d 
receive 900/. a year for performing the Jaborioas duties of Surveyor Ger^ral* 
dlPtlTb day were to be abated, and the emoluments g^nted, the Committee 
ml the position in Whi<ffi this MfHtary officer would be placed. The 
ehloliiMUmts ef the regiment fluctuate, sometiirihs by the toss oif damage ef 
.thelriothliig, going out te forrign stations, or b)r the fbilure of the agent ; if 
yott take away. the Cohuters pay, and give him the emolumeiitr ohly, he 
)pr/Qi |14 frgqfiefttly be liable to aeat losses; for instance, for the first year 
qbtavilmr a regiment, the Colonel seldom has any einolument*r 1 know 
I ns^i^gea in which, yy the failure of agents, General ofl^cera have lost 1500/ 

ate rMrhtfv, Uv ftn mart'ea Ifiat^tavg 

a nrtksKgig. -Polyb. lib. vi. 17 . * 
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orj ScMrelBny ai. WviVilB^ 4iM'fabligeii l»|ilclvr^ * 

Cdmhuiaj why hy hhi rypppnyihlUty «MmrtoB<tte<puwic fnonveU^loibk * 

sea*lH»vri ivlm any dygiaa oHjiwtlcy, lihe Cioinimttye jttfn titeiinnnteBclf toi;alo 0 ^ 
firpm Uiy Geppral O(lloer> the toy Md the mMoi&aUihmif 
BOfipfueately oonnyetyd : they fhrm part of iiitf revrfirdm^a'OeafornlOffiaenft 
1 hape tehtottbe Iwt tenteaaed of Oenemi OIKtofe whoTRrera oppbifiiflA to be« 
C'olnin^ of regimoiitSi And I ftnd that in elmiat toOry itotBn(?e«t]ii'«OenodAl * 
had purchased their eammiasioni some iiiud*afl>high as lO^oo&L 

iiscAvalry ri^ineett, but on an averaga.sAy AOOU/.* in thebe ten caM8» tlie< ^ 
Aveir^eeervicse waatlUfty-nkieytofa, and thetaebra^i tm fiftyuAveyeaesy^t 
before they reeeived thU*tile ehief reward, of a nulitarp mdire^llfei^ having^fcnr 
ever sank doeo/. qf their ^aate'fiuriuntt^^n the*puh:ha'ie>of thrir jednuato 
^0084 I therefore tnasataiQ|4:hat if thy Publio Berviee xehniies the 
niatioR of a Military Offeer iAf e civil defNlr^ent^ it prould Aot liLjnjiiiriiiwhjlef 
opinion v«^ hard and unjust to take away ffone the itost am iiliiaifT^ 
fcuished Qtooera of the Avno^the reward of their wliole Buli|ary fiTes^^placsnu^ 
theai Qftt the sane footinp^ ae you would the clerk of the Ordnano^or aiiy> 
other oivjl officer, who may not bHni? into Ihe department any protebiothu 
knowledge, who mey not have ^ne the public a week*a serviced a Ho hae not 
iindcrgcne any mihtary btrdsliips in our colonies, or in campaigniiik tn the 
Held, and other Auctuating services to winch the military officer is liable. 1 
maintsdn therefore in jubtice to the Army, that the profits of a rergiinoni 
being thA<pr 0 fC 88 iontil earningaof an officer's life, if he iaoekbted to hold 
any eivll uffieov his military pay oi^ht not to abate. In the- Law, in the case 
of, the Attorney jQreneral, or the Judgeiw or the Lord Chancellor, who 
has ^ihapn for thirty or forty years of his life been making a laige tortone 
hy^ M ahuitiesin his prufebSion, the salary of his civil office is nutregidaled 
b^ any osipuleraition of what he has earnM previously to his appointmeRli te*» 
office, which in addition frequently confers a hsrge icelwingil 
pci^n* 1 beg to ^berve to the Committee^ that no MilifW OAioer onrv 
ittM pgy> unless he be a General Officer, can receive dvii office toth hia t 
fuU pay $ it is a mistake to suppose it to be ao^ While 1 was Secretary dii 
IPar, and on half-pay, 1 did not receive my half-pay n ith nay civil office, baei> 
1 did not oomdder that as a hardshlpt beoaitse it was the lule of the Berbiceit 
but it never hoa been the rule of the Service, from the Duke of Marlborei^hls'* 
time^ to the presentt that when you have obtained the rank* of Oenioral » 
Oi^f> o« officer sHeulil be deprived of his full pay because he hdhbi 
offi^ . ThotoAre at the presenl moment a^t 18,00a«fficer»aii the aendikev 
oofyiil andhfllfHPAy, of which them amiOnly about ISO that c»m obtuih>adic 
rggetd 0 rddmopt. In value lOOO/. a yem% late in life, the offioehi sdee^i^ 
le«M( Anj ihOiriyd service being generally an officer ef aMlIty in his'profiibei 


bim; tobrkilll hlmdoWn to ^e Jevel ef ^ jndipp ofiLltr, or wav other 
^ a civil office, would, in any opinion, be a moyt harsh pnmedaiug. » '*.o|i(non 
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eoAlieVesrofal^sd finiviL* 1 lie<liope of vifluf toMir^Mfotbllili j| -!io oover 
can eevlreiin theXartay $ iBebtHlc«kfi 6 d 5 under the A(>pro][»Hation Act, to o<m*- 
tinil»;to}lhw4n<ill Aealth «poii 6 e.«r 7«. a day, thovich hh ^uaJidoatioti to 
s<}fnr»orideiv<jovaniineiit In n Md^ntary ofHOa w as (^oOd, and perhAfis blatter, 
tbmniifiaJiy otheelndnddoalB. 'A^ti^ In CJanada, wiiere the populaMon la thin 
and eMtoivd^ It it Tory fieswatit to have gentlemen to ael aa magistratea ; 
halivpay offieers^are t^re located in amau fannsir The rule was, adPler the 
year 1B90> to nae thbn IbragA finr a hone, and travellii^ expenaea when 
they cane to thetiiiBrter seeaioiie to snA aa magiatvatee^ The atipend might 
1»o SO^ or Mi a yeais Ul addition to his half pay^ Under exiting etreom-* 


borne, thg Governor of the Upper Frovinee^ and Gen. Udrling, in New South 
WaloB and Van Hienien*! Land, report that the pndilbition ia injurious. 
Any other tiidividubh oigi raeeivct hhi horse aliowanhd ^and travelling ex* 
pensea^ net being a military ofiider ; ao that in theae Colonies you exclude a 
11 umber of military men from performing civil duties, because they dadnot-' 
receive the very tnudA*ate stipend given to them ia aid of their expenses. 
In the santo manner, with regard to oarrack^maaters; you cannot get b man 
of respeStabiiity to go out to the West Indies to live upon seven shdliTigi b 
day ; at least not a person whom the public can safely tniati You can, heWi« 
ever, get a captain or a lieutenant of the army to perform these duties, 
which are military and very useful, if he is allowed, in addition to his civil 
salary, his halfppay. This description of officer carries with him a repute* 
tioii, and a com^ssiun to ioee, iwhich are guarantees that he will be honest 
in the public service, having stores under his charge. Mr. liuskiCBeh, frdm 
being i^lonial Secretary, knew the difficulties in which a number Of IncKvl* 
duals who held civil offices in the colonies were placed, and that If was very 
desirable to relax the law in that respect, and to allow halfppay officers in 
the colonies io receive their halfppay with their civil salary. It Is dearly 
more eoonbmiciS and safe to open these offices to half-pay officprq^ In ^ 
hmd, half the officers of the constabulary are half-pay and militia officers. 
This force is armed, and perform military service to a certain de^e j they 
avo drilled and under mjlitnry discipline in paiadeb, jlco. In snort, therd 
are a number of civil situathms, both at home and abroad, whore the dVtl 1 
salary can be made very moderate and low, if it is allowed to half-pay dffit« ^ 
cess to rareiv% their half-pay with their civil salary. Out of 7,000 half-pay 
uffioQ^l,^ there are about SOU employed In chnl offices, or one twenty-third i 


qimsMentlieiwfote^of expense to the public, is as nothing compardd toflire 
polii^ end good feeUng which the relaxation of the law would dl^del thyoiigliy^ 
Oiittaiei firmy»; in fiw^ the employifeM of half*pay officers Id ecb* 

uomlcai arrangement. y ' • * h « t ^ ^ 

hniro also stated it M<yoai*opiniOM^ that the Offiem DfdhdMln 

iitton’ ' ^ 

Icerii 


ofjNb¥iAoffiecv 8 |<aiid no^ in farcMVPOf IfiKtary^ 
8 kloi»>tlm*eum Sehvieis* templetsly ohiii'par.' fner 

sesvioee thbngfi these U'thlfrttiM|t«r^bhiitn>eif thw pate 
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bas notfbtiMd 4ke^ pnblit « mdiiili^ I t»lt<nild thiok mek a a gresit 
batdklufH*^ 

lira aware that if a Militaiy gentleman has been empldyed for many 
years of his life in diplomatic eervices, and receives a pension, if he is after- 
wards appointed to a civil office, that pension will abate? — Yes ; but diplo- 
Aiaiiic seryicos and military services are very different In their nature : a mw 
wiU ^ow the difference between diplomatic* and military services ; wa 
s^ dbliged to obey orders ; to go^ witbout a murmur or choice, to a eolony, 
however unhealthy ; wa run great professional risks, egtdusive of purchase 
money, which, tf the officer is killed, is lost to his fanply. I went out to 
Portugal with fourteen offitoers of the same standing as mj^self ; at the ter- 
minatum of the war five aurviveff, and of these two had lust limbs, the re- 
mainder being killed in action. This is the sort of probation in which a 
Military man has to serve for thirty or forty years hefhre he obtains a regi- 
ment, and which, when once obtained, is, ah 1 maintain, the earning of a 
dangerous professional .life ; and then, is it just to turn ronud upon mm aM 
say, because the diplomatic minister, after ten years* residence in a foreign 
capital without exposure, is to have 2000/. or IdOO/. a year, wliich is to abeto 
if he resumes civil office, we put military officers, who have served thirty- 
nine years in all quarters or the globe, on the same footing ? The two 
cases are net parallel, and you must (as in the profcbsion of the law) con- 
sider a Generm Officer having a regiment as in possessioii of the fair canir 
ings of his professional life, and not as the mere holder of a Government 
pension. 

I am extremely anxious to urge the claims of half-pay Officers, to the 
best of my ability, upon the Committee, and, through the (Committee, to the 
iiuuse, because in the course of the last year it was my duty to issue soino 
rcv^ulationa on the subject of the half- pay, by which half-pay for the future 
cannot be mranted as heretofore. By tlie recent llegulatioqs, no officer can 
receive haif-pay unless he has served on full pay for tliree years; short of 
that period, ho is to have temporary half-pay for tlie time he has served on 
full pay, and if he does not get back to full pay after he has been three 
years on temporary half-pay, ho is to receive no nrther half-pay. 'fhis M- 
^lation will of course prevent many officers from receiving half-pay, ^ho 
wohtd have done so under former r^ilations. Other parts of the half-pay 
vegulatioaa ora equally severe; and having in the exercise of my public duty 
hasa Uie ctuise of enacting this strict regulation, 1 thi|ik it my duty, to the 
iftmest of my power, to support their lust claims to e>ery kiud of indulg^npq 
whi^ tbq Committee esm recommend, particularly in cases whore 
userully serving; the public in civil offices. If tno C/omniittee consc^ It 
idioiild wish/nelie Resolutions, framed in July last, to be insetted dtt Wmv 
Miiiutes, for it is desirable that the htlf-pay Officers of Army shddla 
...know that thehr interest haVe been attended^to. ^ ' 

, {7%e three following Hejiolutions were dclioered in :] ' 

, ** Ist That in the Colonies, all civil offices, without any restriction, sheii]l^ 
M^open to half-pay Officers of the ^avy and Army, without any diminu^on 

TOat at home all civil offices, in Navyil ot Military departmdttts, 
fAiMld be oMa Cb hldd^y officer^ without fbrfi^ure of tl^ eld rate of liiiifi- 

pWfi J / * '4 1 * * « .-V 

3ed» Thahat hom* no half-pay efiioewahould hold any other raiY4(Pffiin 
wfithput pf^his half'pay, ualee|rhe have* <ierved mvfqjUi pay 

Utr tc|n yegfSilp he may rpfpiye(the| old rate of hglf-pay.'^, 

> «Upoattln$ andbtfienfmbjectamSnneetddttrith the good of the stsyif^ 
we have ample ground to expatiate ; fi^r 4he pr^nsegt, bowepgr^ we jotnat 
mmUtait oumelYet ^U<luwiiig^csll«4 aUbrntion to tbia importwtbtimiiit, 
emit ehfiU touch, nro wo oowdudoii vpob boxpe otbexa of a congeigat 
Jaatiwe^ tvliich preseiit tlimnpobre^. < 
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iserrices iLnd saerificM of ol 
either br^ncli in activi^, we must advert to tho peculiar difficulties 
imd^^ '\irhich those 6ii' nw-^ay are ^med to stiu^h through their 
ai^inaloMS course. Their iiidbme, the source of so much unworthy cla- 
mqidv, is ’uoty in most cas68> more thim equivalent to the wages of a 
jovrueyomL of any hondiOtaflb andj in the^lowest ranlu^ barely 

exceeds those of a ^bricklayer's labourer I Thus^ with thO' education, 
feelings, and Inddts of a geiitkanan, and encumbered, perhaps, with a 
fmnily, tlie hal^-p^ officer, in sustaining his position, suffiers privations, 
and it)' driven to shifts wholly uverlookeg by the public. * In this couii- 
fry, 'wheA 2 the factious prices of the war are 'stiU genendly maintained 
by those who deaf in the necess^ies of life, and who diiedy profit by 
the. remission of taxes^ which they intercept and grasp •from the cour 
suuier, an. officer, upon such limited means, may exists .but no more. 
Hence the general migration of that class to cheaper lands. 

- While demagogues declaim on the expense of our naval and military 
force, they forget, or keep out of sight, the incalculable wealth in trea- 
sure and territory — in ships, colonies, and commerce^' — acquired 
and preserved for the nation by their prowess and patient suffering. 
Xrade must sink without the power that buoys and protects it ; and 
the beneficial diffusion of its Ktiirns be contracted in proportion as a 
wise economy in the piiolic expenditure should degenerate into a stenlc 
parsimony, cramping the return by stinting the outlay, and refusing' to 
the active guardians of the national peace and property, the due reward 
of thfiir important services. The public money, fairly appropriatodi 
0^Ully i^ctUl*ns in some shape to the public : for instance, m the caisO 
m naval or military stations, — ^where the most important benefits accrud 
to the inhabitants and the district, from the stimulating presence and 
prompt expenditui:e of the Blue Jackets or the Hed. 

. < Having shown the exaggerated value of military pay, when rela«. 
tively conskfpred, we turn to the prospects of the officer as to a final 
pmVisibn or retirement. Here again we find a strange anomaly. - Al* 
though, in every respect, the most actively employed,* and the most 
deposed to those agents which destroy or impair existence, the officer 
ii the only class of public servant to whom no certain reiduheratibn is 
o^^out through the far vista of years — ^no remote oompbte^Ce juriiig 
him. on. through arduous servic^*to an easy and hbnou^Ke 
For the veteran officer of the army or navy, there is no 
vision, graduated to length of service, as in the civil deportm Ats. 
Comparatively few can emerge from the subordinate ranlts to the 
^)j&est Vin tne army, the snbfutern, the captain, the .field-.q^qe!|r^ ’m^^^ 
tou on for half a century, mid theil withdraw into oome holei 
upon the. half-pay of his rank! Should he be so fortunato as to bncl&io ' 
a:(gaiieral>offieer^^he moprateb a regiment mr a Gdfernment.; butithjjk 
is an i^air of chance— and even this chancei»though his sole prospeet 
df -hldmate proviBioii,’is d qnesdoiffable ’contiiigenoyin ahe' ' 0 y 6 'of die 
^^fear that evpn 'th& pension 'for wetmdsp h Ify 

the latter': ‘ ybt‘ by whiit fifefcir Vdliiatlan is the Confided'' inah'tli bd 
repaM^k)^ the loss of a limb,' hewn' froni the livings body thata«fir]bie 
and>pvetaist;'to^be asmpensated'f * 

^ ^ 'O^WiiStift0<conditi0n< and pkxiB^is pf* d mdli olerls; .finr 
InetatidOydti k office*, who enjoys from the outset a salary never 

inferior to the )uy of a subaltern olqceiH-lgctiiefridW &r i^|)erioi>««-aBd 



A VOroR FROM THE ARMY. 


after a o<HUtaliHMi«4W<ar !M6npation, 




a' field' as 


I , * Til *» «] I <» ii'ij »»* 

-1 Setwreen* tbe eonditioa and sarvicaa ^ dia and dic^Godtiif 

nilditiA Aemies ther^ can taxiai no patoalloLv Reaamblinijf Wit dfebtly 
iik'^tlfelr general bonttitutlNMi^ dic^ are distiiica iA nature and ex^ 
t^tft of tfieir sdrVicea, thooe of the British ‘ ^ 


the gfobe^, dhdates, fi 

Mopoi(ti^te 'Pif Aifmj.of Enjglma.Miart^.tfle ni^ 

pa^df^fie ap# ojfaiwg^of Jts nation, and» cijiijgtpqt 

npffii a footing of.omenioodtng HlmralAty lAiUjPWty^it/Witn » ^ 

we teve Aewni the relative toelie appliM 
audeftebthev danehij the oiliier fiurinffy in propoilnMi^^Wonef'tli^ the* 
pdvfite, whoae pay of ok^ ahilHng a my, tbougfi made^ the 
add 'gfilhe farther in hit ease, still barely eqnkla the ‘&epreteed''wbj^,^ 
the mad^acy of whidh Wdt* the preteitt of the late'fi^bellibrf amongst 

Ofthe exemplary conduct of the Army it ib, we feel, unnecessary in 
SiMBek» , In the present season of delusion and oonvulsiouA they have 
preserved Ireland* where tlie troops are*cumpelled to maintain an atti^ 
tade Of austivity, little shortcof the duties of an actual campaign. They 
have been rewarded bt His Majesty's thahkv, those of tliehr hntne^ 
diate Copn^aOders, and the gratitude of the Country. The BHtish 


application of praotioal improvement: but it)ps not mistakeamteration 
for amendment, or insubordination fbr independenoe. The detects 
which may be imputed to its Executive are not, we are convinced, 
wilfdt, but are fairly open to remedy. Representing ei^ery class of 
thd State, from whose various grades its members are derived,' und 


fostiifed bv Espril de Corps, and regulating tbose nicer springs of cpn- 
duBltwbich^no lau s can sway, yield fp none at th« present wy in eol- 
tivadottof muid diid mannergi and the iaudebla desire of' impperebirntt ; 
"wlfKe, upon means touching the minimum of decent subsistence in so 
artifilim a state as thti, they^afe enablhd't^ nnioii and godd 
me;at jto maintain in their respecjsiv^ corps an appea|rance an4 a Wrd 
of associated gentlemen. r«' * ^ .i i « 

Wp have been led into these no doujlit to’gur ojmi- 

radm^fuid the public, under the impression 

thefc»may.have escaped tthe attention of the l4SgltiIfllfitb«#i iNfNhljare 
every officer of the United ServioBwWukQy«liavpt»goat'in 
jrarluiiient^ to rally round liis '' Order" in its need, — ^to supjiort its 
cUtus^ whidi being founded in jimtioe/^ft^infidhn<M ^ itid 

goaranteed by good faith, there can be no disposition to slight, if fairly 
flfiid fharlesaly oagodot iTo teh^thowwcer>diimfaigtf«ipOB«itii|i^ 
fiteathMfir, eWfpiidtimif repmwHiie 

Tua res agitur. 
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u BfAMWHiHhAHfK^ h 'itfi 

^nwli2c^*tftiwtion'p/ £(t^itzerkBd,Aj[iie^^ 

^‘aluS^ aiK^it iSife'ftiS&n fioa&^diui of th^ flouM of Atxiiitia, hsfkng 
drawn some of the public at^tion to thp arming and dimiming of its 
mthtkiry foi-co$ - it miy. Whops, hitMnest the reodertr of tiiO' United Ar. 
vide JourmO tif>l^oiiie«ilc^]aidie4 w'dk the Military Oi^niaatiQlki of'tbe 
0i»^ State ia Keropehrliich hae eo standing anny* ana yet, in case of aiae4^ 
can,ip afpw dAyj^(l«luMild alpiost say»J^eufa,} pr^uce^ io pcoimtaon.to^tha 
gOf^pl popuJ^ixpn, thq Ipigest body of ipen equipped, dnllsd, and trained 
tojAe titles of ,SFajP.^ • » . • • 

Ode or the nrst anldes of the ConstilAitton of eve^, one of the owlin 
CantoOs'lB, ihai‘4ftc^'dxceptton of the detgy and the nrst funbtio^arieA^dif 
the Statk every 9#is4oitis0h is d qpldier. «^Toat Svildie eat 8oldat<^ That 
lidM^ty oegins Inabnle orthe Swiss States at the agO of sinttocai, onti1:iiflp43 
iiv& id'BQmeothera it bejgiiis a few years ktdr and ends at fifty* t Frdna tno) 
age of twenty to twenfyHitgfit, the citizens are obUged to serve In tfiotOosq 
tingentsj and are liable to be called out at any ipoment. After thofo eight 
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Tb^ GtiAttmS which famish the ^rtiHehr bbfiM to hold to'lhbldfsi. 
l^BiU Of CKe^ewiM Feiteml Councli 6f hetid6S%tf Hkite 
cnUndn, thirty pieces and mortars of heavy hrtttiery, ’tWentir foteces of 
vsfAoUs calibre mr replaceihent in dase of aebiddnt^ nimfribg d|iibgdiKe]t*litt]l 
{deces of cannon attached to the two 6oht!h|f>nts. ' ' ' * 

The Landaehr is oiganited in battalions of Infantfy, and as mbst *bf t|ib' 
CahtoO^ have in madiness more cavalrj^ artilletj||^ knd rtflomeh, thah rd- 
qiiired by the aliove table/ any oor|^s df^Landwehr cal|ed Wt Inf case of tibddf 
would be supported by as ihnch ifHte troops, so aS to ifender it siOiilhir to tlie 
first or seconii Contingent. • 

The Swiss Federal army, when eailed oOt bf the Swltel^, is comnmn4^d 
by oflicers of the Federal Staff. This corps, to whihh om^is of 'the cahtonc. 
are promoted after h devtaln numfber^f years* of service, consists of a coft<dn 
number of colonels, fiCiitefiant-^IOnma, caiAains, lieutenaftts, Arc. &c. of tlic 
.Staff, belonging to the artillery, eogmeers. cavhlry, hnd infantry, besides 
a proper number bf coifitHfimanes m the administratiOVi of the anfiy, add 
of wapeArior medical oAceto. Aggrade in the Swisk F^ederSl Staff ranhs dhp 
grade higher in the Cantonal service. When the Swiss Diet deem4 ijt; 
necessary to call to arms half or more of cither of the Contingents, it ^o- 
ceeds to the election of a gehbral-ja-<diief, a commander in second, and a 
qiiarter-masterii|;eneral. These officers are chosen from the Federal colo- 
nels; and firom that Same Staff arc aftervrards taken those officers tp each 
d whom is intrusted the command of a division of the army or of a brigade, 
and in short all the field-officers. That corns wears a peculiar uniform, and 
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with the Diet or 


general^in^chief, who acts in Immediate , . 

Federal IMrdctory. 

Having already stated the way in whidh the men are raised, I shall briefly 
state the manner in which they are armed, equipped, and trained to military 
taetlcs. 

When the Swiss citiren has attained the age at which he becomes liable to 
military duties, he becomes aho obliged to provide himself with foil accou- 
trements ; in the poorer States of Switzerland, Hb only provides his uniform, 
and the State furnishes him with the musket, ^artridge-box, knadsa<*i, 
sabre, and capote. In the other cantons, it is a sort of individued tax, {and a 
heavy one it is,) and the parish is obliged to assist those who .have not the 
means of equipping themselves at their own expense. 

In the month orApril eiich ye«ir, the captains of the Contingent recruit 
amongst the young men of the class of the year, a nufnber of men equal to 
that of those who nave finished their time, and gone into the reserve , the 
artilleiy has first the choice, after come the grenadier captains, the riflenjen 
officers choege those young men known as good shots; fiOtilly, the voltigeiirs 
and centre companies are placed in full oomplemcnt by the remainder. l*bo' 
CBvnliT is chosen amongft those rich peasants who always have horses, knd 
so i^tne waggon and artillery train; the proprietor of the horses receiving* 
kn indemnity when called in active service. « Ti 

Various are the means of drilling the troops. In all cantons, there kroia 
certain number oj^days of exercise the spring and early paxt of the 

mer, besides inspections and review s. At those exercises, which last f four 
to six hours each time, the continffcnts, the reserve, and Lwdwehr. aro.^C 
drilled end tVmned {!rom the first piatdon exercises id the gland manmliv fcs. 


^ ^bp Canton 'do Vai^a, which in flic Federal army is lutod at fifiOO for thc/«wo 
Contingents, has always in readiness about UOOO oi (Itie troops. <» ' > 


,1UNT« <QM< KAVAP M|».|TAaY ■^POt4CV4. Wi 

. \ 

(Tto Cafrw,pf «»vewl>eflpt0J» aBd„^v, ^Idlew bw con 
wi»t conwift&^ot Fo4^r|^.officse» of tilao $ 

^^raJf^ ^Tier^ jq;ma)uvjci^«are ];{eribrme4 ot) ,a Luger acale* Fvu)i|:ly;i iiij 


artillery are aamed and advanoed/bul, after very aevere and atrict exaipipa-* 
tions in mattonf^tics and e^wy thing relative to iheir arm, are obUgedjL 
every twQ or three ycihre to go uir two rnontha.to the Federal Scshooi of.arf 
tillery at Thtin^ near Berne, where the Cadres of the staif^ and of the cavalry 
afxi^ light troojifl, are also called to the i|t^y of theory* 
in order to render the re-union ^of the Bwiss mnpy inatantancous^ 1 may 
bay, each company has its o]vn officers in tlte saine district ; and its fdai^ of 
rj^ndezvous in a central spot, where'otherB join to fpem a battalion ; a cerr 
tain nnmber of batji^aljions form abiijgade,,which has its chief appointed* and a 
Federm 9 plpr^l mmniands i[ pertnin number of brig^dea Ibrmiiig his division^ 
BatJbabwjLS of Jinlontryi ^companies of artillery, cavalry, and i^flemen, have 
their owf] fiElcere of tne,f‘ime'canton. ^perkg and field officers, as above 
stated, are taken from tlie Fe^leral stafF. ^ ' 

llie dress of the .troops is not exactly uniform throughout Switzerland^ 
Each cauwn being^ an independent and sovereign stuj^, has its cockade,Jtia 
colours, as well ag its own uupiforin. This latter part of the dress is ilarfc 
blue throughout Switzerla^, the facings yarying only, being in some states 



i samewthape 

one. When called out in the Federal army, all officers and tkddievs wo^ Oil 
the left arm a piece of bCt'irlet cloth witli a bmall white cross, and the colours, 
red and white, have a large white crubS set transversely* , t t 

fib is very imich taluod in Switzerland to ha\e henceforth but one colour, 
one cockade, unfi one uniform. i)ld glorious recollections may render seme 
of the cantons attached to ^eir old colour^, but the feiding for unity be- 
coming very prevalent, 1 believe the time not far distant when such a plan 
will be adopted. 

One of the First Continoenf* 


HINTS ON* NAVAL AND MILITARY POLICY. 

Tiihuk cannot be a ((ucstion tlia^tlie dis])osition of comineicial men, 
tp regard taxatW {principally as i\ withdrawal of a portion of the eopi** 
taV^’f revenue ot the country f from the bupport Of the productive labour 
ofcjbhe people to the un])roductive and even waiting expcnditnrf of 
Ooverinnent, may bo carried so fur as to paralyse those energies upon 
which the saihVy of the British empire' depends. It never Can h6 too 
frequently or seMously impressed iip&}^ the minds of Che Kiiglish peo-^ 

! |1^, that neither their conjmercc, nor their empire, — ^neither the com- 
urt pnd* security of tl^r homes, nor the extent ofUieir foreign dotni^. 
n^K| ,or commerce, ogn exist longer than ttle^decided and undoubted* 
snponQrity of tlieir Navy and< Army, and 'the possession.' of rtbede 

• " n 


* III every town and tillage there is very frtqiient firing at the target, wiljh the 

inures,! aad chielly with the rifle, the prizes being given by* tHd gmriunetiCa 
and by clulis. ^ 



456 HINTS ON NAVAL AND MILITARY POLICY. 


foreign citadels or depots of warlike powcr^ which are necessary to 
bring their anns to hear, wicli sud^Jen and eflfect upon any 

offending* power: ^ 

The superiority of their Navy must ’ depend not only on that of its 
^at^nel and composition', of its bravery* 'and science, but also of its 
numbers and distribution, and its. power of appearing in dictatorial 
force there, wherever its dictation is wantech . That 'of their Army 
must consist rathelr in the perfectimr of its dkeipKne, instruction, and 
institutions; its distribution and caj^bility of sudden and efficient 
increa^, rather than its numbers, noth s^rvices^ should be treated 
honourably and liberaliy*", otherwise the}% tis we^l as all* public services 
conducted on a system of meanness and parrioiony, ^^ill only be more 
prejudicial than beneficial to the state. Better ncpuld it be to throw, 
yourself on the mercies of yoitt enemies^ than to protect yourself by 
defenders who can pay tihemsidves onlv by robhiii^ and betraying you. 
The <d)ject of everv truly patriotic Bnglish statesman should b<^ to 
ascertain not only now fur reduction and economy mny4)<e carried in 
Our warlike departments and expenditure, but w^liefe they should 
not how fiir only, but how far safely, the pruning-ktiife may be nppUell 
to our institutions. Destroy the vitality of any of thein',.^und ymi im-> 
pair the vigour and safety of the whole. On these points, as regards 
the Army and Navy, and Military and Nayal policy of the Cnipire, 
none can bo so good or such proper judges as CM^perieiiced and scientific 
soldiers and saiTohs;, and, indeed, the general science of war should he 
understood by every man who ventures to guide the destinies a great 
nation. ' > . 

Sir II. Parnell, in liis work on Finatieial Beform, seems to think 
that (|pr military establishments fii some of our colonies might he put 
on a more reduced and less expensive footing, and that sonic of our 
coloniUfe,.i;ih^ iiiight, indeed, be even lietter without. Now this may 
possibly" case, but to decide that it is so, it is not Sufficient to 
consider merely their exports and their imports, and thjii expense of 
keeping thnin ; it is not sufficient to look at them in a commercial point 
of view ; it is also requisite to consider their warlike importance, whe- 
ther in our hands, or those of an enemy, and to take not to weaken 
oiir hold of those strategic points upon which, in case of war, our ope- 
rations, either for offence or defence^ should turn. In the same spirit 
he seems to seek the means of ecoiiQjtnisirig in our.milftary and, naval 
establishments at hoincf ; but in conducting this experimental economy, 
let^him destroy nothing useful ; let him not leave the warlike habit*, 
and ehameter, and instruction of our sailors or soldiers, to^the accidental 
operation of supply and demand in what may be termed a blood 
market ; but letrhiin keep every Institution upon whfdi these depend, 
to maintain always defenders of British honqur. and interests, who jire 
sure and worthy of beings feared ; let him conij^eutrate, us far ns he 
can beneficially, the scattered and ill connected ‘ hrafiches of an adibt- 
nistration, which has gradually grown up, pefhafir!^ in rtkh.er wild 
luxuriance, withou*.. sufficient ftiethoa and arran^ment, as circum^ 
stances have called for them, but let himf i^t, in doing so,, impair their 
powers and* diminish their efficiency. 

Mentor. 



i »-Xp> ’W ib.XW*? IWV^ WWl:iM*M«tw>ite4,rp<4s,rj,^ .-.. 

' r burlefny tetimiSra^atnlir (]i« t^annpuj^'fiToctfe, ' 

***.-/;.^**K :i . !.'W \J'V W»» '..■"<►'* ..• .-.i. 

.v4J4?ttoi^<>lfr.tb^ liijAm^ agc^isiinakiiig a» 

s^pgy Of tJie imast^-o^ 

tba^ ixill iM>Khje,.t«tae 4)«for« ^ 

i i|i|m|ui;^co .of luuf time intoreitti^s Hiein#dU j /I'he ^ritiek Nu«^ kas , 
c)!9iMii^« ^floA v^j^iioe of eve^ry eatiieti aii' t!te J^idwark", 
ilmi>muo8e> aoy^i^ortv^for^ nodr^ 

iiiQ)rOTii»^^>t«e^ dig^tyy la^tOdilieik 

ajl^|eb^tju>o,« . W^i .^i:ofor^ vprdAfssing^/Wofni ^ogai^d <for^ aU ita Hidera- 
wtoro.wdli pleased of^ bnclin^i^tbat O'-^routite J^^vai^J 
by jl^trick, Matj^cw^ of Ooordii.vHi]l« baiL book launcheit in 
liiji^ teeming .yeaiMif legislative iuoovut ions.. , . . - v* 

vjl'ln JMattli^v, boldly a<4tli|iwlui]goi| bat ii ^slight acquaintanoe tvitk . 
the-iTfpated staudprd authpi*s oi^tliis subject ; at the.saiuo time be very 
fairly warns the critic. ^.Ibc to beware of l^aiidling.liiiji^ roughly*^' lest 
th^oy expuso their o\ep igiio^rauue. This is a hcart-of-oak sort juf frank- ^ 
ness which we .idghly value ; and ;|ve relish moreover the charaeteristio 
nianliiiess of his styfe^ albeit in turning from analyt^is to syutbesie^ be 
dilM^cts sevend;woll-lmown ;^itboritiea \yith snob keenness, thilt were 
their jpunies .snsuitgided ove^ .otl^ timber nurseries^.. they would j^ot as 
iM^pns rather ij^paii The- tersteness of hia language, from its 

i’liluei^s jupi -pil^'iotic, bearing, needs .no apology : Some te^uieal or 
iiautical-.terms/^,says be, V bayp unavoiditbly crept into tbte wckk j -^ye 
shall hot ^ presumet. to think- any oxplauatioii iiece^^sary, ;»Britau 2 iia 
\voidd. bibsh 6k|^^c; deft'^eux^ to the tips .of her Ai^'es and 

toes,; did slie,thui^ it were dpqbj^ed jdiat any of her sonsj,. not dboined to 
uuceasing ma^bai^Otd.Jj^ou#', «were nuac(|^iuted with tliese/' 

In,. tluis Jtt^lif^hg^pr iiear^y. approbation of the nutliorr it is strictly 
iu,,b|s, c4j^city,oF^kforestrFai^er.^;|vhere he is original, bold#- and evj* * 
il^nt jy. experience^ ail the arcana of the parentage, birthraud edu—. 
cation Ipf'W^v Jj^.t. WfVi,,discJaira,^ iu his ruuQp^ationfiE'Oit/'. 

1 JhAy 4>i^ Nal^re^ ,or 09. tne , uu tr^es/ committed ^ u pon .^reiisoi 1 cui d ' 

li?ies)t>y/^>p bwetbyn^^^ nobUi|y. entailed property^ und^jn- 

saVieJ^pactmmiis.. ’,W^^ cop.siaOT,it# iqucivcasier undertaking to decry 


l^ jf^i^uced more serial. bappws^apd freedou^by.jlhe ' 
lehsk-^ldpfiljp^a tlian.4UKy tidier, atate* or e^^tem^ ancient> or» , 

inodjerji. ' e are^liqli. fu]: pei^^iog .every>one le^VaUie for unlike 

th^^l^rdeilof ne\y8pap.^ politi^;)jt|M the dify, lye. h^i^giekUentt^ 
require botir i;tudy" arm talent, in a mu|ik.dargey. j;jropOfl^mi|^ 
of our gall^^addressers of the Commons possess. While, we readily 
admit ^tnaf Tii substiiiitltiig intellectual for physical strength, ive verify 
the popular axiom, that hiimvledge is power,” yet .we must never 
lb's?, JoURK. No. Sit. Auou.iT 1831. • 2 n 
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overlook the truth of its seiublaace being anarchy and destruction. 
We will not here declare the grounds of our belief that laws make 
men, as well as’ men laws — because we hasten to agree with our 
author in anxiety to preserve the doininioi]^ of the seas ; and to express 
our conviction that it, therefore, behoves us to cherish our warlike en- 
ergies, in order to meet every future uspirait^t to the possession of the 
Tridknt. 

Mr. Matthew successively treats of the wood suitable for ])lauk and 
for timber, and of the best modes of^treuting British forest-trees, so as 
to procure straight boards, bends, and crooks, with a de Jsioii evidently 
conferred by a practical knowledge of his subject. The whole of liis 
advice on these heads will be thankfully received l,y’ those who pro- 
perly estimate the value of durability in Vessels, desinied to bullet the 
ocean; few can predict when the iiigennnis faliric may succumb, not 
'only to the conflict of war, or to elemental strife, but to its intestine 
foes, both animal and vegetable. The sailing, the buoyancy, the capa- 
city, arc all of direct consequence ; but considered both in immediate 
and remote points of view, durability may be placed above them. We 
respond with the Evangelist, enough unto the day is jlie evil thereof;” 
and sureljT, enough unto seamen are the unavoidable dangers of their 
calling, without suj)eraddiiig that of a treacherous ship. This is a 
study which our zedous advocate thinks ought to he encouraged by a 
professor's chair.^ And this is not all the luniour and consideration 
which he would award, in a country so peculiarly maritime. He holds 
it disgraceful, while every clodhopper who ouois a miserable hovel is 
carried to the poll, the brave seamen to whom the rest of the nation 
is indebted for all they have, and almost all they knoVv,” are passed 
over, and have not even one direct vote in the* British Parliament. 
Nay, more,— he would insist on the lieir-npparent being reared in the 
navy ; and in case of the crown devolving on i female, would admit of 
a dispensation only on condition of her marrying a sailor ! 

In spite of its having been designated a mischievous a;.d dangerous 
clamour, all the evidence which has been hitherto collected, goes 
directly to prove that an alarming diminution of naval timber has taken 
place, since the survey of the Koyal Forests in 1 (» 08 : and this, not- 
withstanding great part of the oak consumed in the late wars, was the 
produce of^tbe plantations made on Evelyn's suggestions, at the resto- 
ration. From the same chsiin of tes'limoiiy it is alto, shown that, not- 
withstanding the recent efforts of spirited individuals to repair the 
improvidence of their ancestors, there is as yet no prospect of a iierina- 
neiit source of supply. This failure is the most to be lamented in 
the inadequacy gf our growth of oak, as compared with its destruction ; 
for the vast consumption of this flurahle substance in implements, mills, 
and machinery,— in, docks, vats, parks, mines, and collieries, has, under 
the recent augmentation of manufactories, nmre than counterbalanced 
what has' been saved by khc introduction of iroii knees, tanks, bolts, and 
other substitutions for wjiich it w.^ largely cut up : nor must we omit 
on the saving side, the stoppage of the workmen’s chips at the dock- 
yards,— one of the most impoj:tant of modern reforms, one for 
whidi the country is indebted to a sailor. The scarcity of any coinmer- 
cial material is usually attributed to increase of demanclj o’r lessened 
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prudufltioii ; but in the present instance both of these causes operatci 
and the increased demand cannot so readily be followed up-by supply, 
as geiierally*occurs in matters of mere mechanical labour, for the growth 
of timber bears no proportiojj} to the consumption of it. 

To elucidate this position we may mention that the construction of 
a man-of-war pf 74 guns , swallows up more than 3000 loads of rough 
timber, or 2000 oai-trees, a quantity which could not be grown ujion 
less than fifty acres of ground, of ^quality fit for pri)ducing bread corn; 
for oak and wdieat, the noblest of tlieir tribes, succeed best in good clay 
soils ; for tho.Jo treeJ which obtain theii* nourishment rather from 
the air and water than from the ealrth, are commonly shaky and 
liable to rapid dwjay. Nor is it the Navy alone which occasions the 
enormous demand f&r timber of •the largest metings: an £ust Iiidiamaii 
of 1200 tons, and someliines still gr€?ater are built, consumes nearly 2000 
loads of timber, of one and a half ton each, requiring for her equipment 
74 tons of cordage, and 21,000 yards of canvass. In fact, out of a sup- 
ply of ‘100,000 loads annually consumed, only 70 or 80,CK)0 are required 
for our navy. 

It is true, that an immense quantity of trees has lately been put in 
progress for the future wants of the country, but we would still in- 
crease it a hundred fold. We strongly advocate a home* supply, be- 
cause the purchase niuh transit of foreign tynber is a serious and couti- 
imally renewed expense. Nor is expense our only objection: with the 
exception of the East India aud Honduras woods, we have reason to 
think that so little attention is shown in seasoning, stacking, and 
exploiting the perishable oak and fir which we procure from abroad, 
that we arc mSinly indebted to our imported stock for wet-rot, and for 
several of the genera of parasitic fungi which infei«t our ships and 
occasion the destructive disease called dry-rot. The prevalence of this 
insidious enemy may also be attributed to the modern custom of felling 
trees when the sap, or resuscitating j)riiiciple of vegetable life, is in 
circulation ; ^ practice arising from the high value of British bark, and 
the greater facility of stripping it olF at tluit season, for the purposes of 
tanning. Our English Sylvan-wTilcrs, Platt, Pepys, Evelyn, and 
Cnpt. Smith, all seem to have been aware c»f the advantages of winter 
felling ; but the subject has not received that attention from Grovern- 
inent which it demands. The French, however, profiting by their sug- 
gestions, made a series of cxperiftients, and arvved at the conclusion 
that oak should be cut down*after autumn in northerly winds, witl^the 
moon on the wane; thus renewing the injunctions of Cato, Pliny; and 
Vitruvius. Vegetius is nearly of the same opinion ; only for some rea- 
son which is but obscurely stated, li*» says that ship-timber should be 
felled from tlie fifteenth to the twenty-third day of the moon. By a 
royal ordinance of 1669, the time for felling in FrMice was fixed from 
the Ist of October to the 15th of April ; but Ijfapoleon, alarmed at the 
reports t>f the effect of the sap fermenting, abridged the season, by or- 
dering that it should take place in Jhe decrease of Jhe moon, from the 
1st of November to the 15th of March only. 

The advocates for a foreign supply' of timber dwell largely upon the 
excellence of the Malabar forests ; and in this we> from ex|)erience, 
cordially join tliein. •But owing to the turgid politics of India, and the 
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instability of all mundane affairs, we would advise looking at Jiome, 
even whiter freely availing ourselves of that profuse resource. The 
teciona grmdis, or teak-tree, though designated the Indraii Oak/’ is 
quite of a different family, — its immense height and large leaves give 
it more a majestic as|»ect, and its timber is even preferable for naval 
purposes. This is saying much ; but as we have had opportunities of 
personally witnessing its durability under exposure to all varieties of 
climate, we feel confident in the truth of the assertion. This timber 
contains ill itself nn oily protection froni putrefaction ; and it is destitute 
of the gallic acid by which oak corrodes iron, aiuh ait;'acts worms, — nor 
does it nourish the vegetable aliiwtions which create the dry-rot. The 
variety of it called from its mild and straight geufn, is very supe- 
rior for masts, to Jablanaz, Riga, American, (ir, ^indeed, any other 
known wood ; the weight is against it for topmasts, hut we were in a 
Ship where, on the suggestion of the well-known Jemsatjee Bomanjee, 
it was tried with success : ‘‘ If you get it aloft,” said he, “ it will never 
go without the lower masts.” 

We remember seeing at Bombay, a fine country ship, of aljoiit 5(K1 
tons hurtheii, which was constructed of teak upwards of forty years 
before, and Avas then found to be iii perfect condition, and without the 
slightest weakness or ailment. We ourselves sailed in a frigate built 
of this material, for four years, in various stathms, and upon arduous 
service, which would have destroyed any of ourVmtract ships, and yet 
we left her as sound a$ a new ship. In 1811, the Dover, a less sub- 
stantial teak-ship than the one just alluded to, was driven on Madras 
beach, and stranded, during a furious gale of wind. So strong was 
this vessel, that she laid in the overwhelming surf several* months, per- 
fectly entire, and in a part where few European ships would have held 
together for a week ; carpenters were then employed at a great expense 
to break her up, but the w^ork proved so ditKcult, that they were at 
last obliged to blow her to pi06tes with gunpowder. 

Amongst the various foreign tim!)ers of ^vhich we may av:.il ourselves 
as the means of preserving, for future emergency, tlie valuable oak of 
our own soil, may be mentioned the mahogany of Honduras, and that 
vicinity. This tree in the stately majesty of its bearing, and the ele- 
gance of its tufts, may. be termed the monarch of the forests ; and its 
timber is too well knoWn and appreciated to require further mention, 
for there is not a cottage in Great Jiritain hut what can boast some 
article made of it. This unriValled wood was first used by Sir Walter 
Raleigh in 1597, in the repair of hls' ships at Trinidad ; but its hard- 
ness so teased the workmen, that it was some time before it was gene- 
rally in request.^ The Saul of Calcutta, ^nd Sissoe of Travancore, 
though inferior to teak, may be*produced, for secondary purposes, in 
great quantity. Tljp lofty cedar, which almost defies insects and time, 
is t6 be plentifully procured at Cuba, the Florjdas, and the Bermudas; 
and various trees of co]9V{^^-^Xture, such as the red and yellow woods 
of the East, the ebonicii'of Madagascar, the beef oak of New Holland, 
&c. are scattered general^ over the tfopical regions. The Ilex of 
Italy and Dalmatih, the Piii^ of. the Julian Alps, andrihe Plane-tree 
of Greece, whose beauty excuses the fatal admiration of Xerxes, afford 
a second-rate timber, which has been largely applied to our* uses. But 
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it has been founds that in different climates, trees are of a different 
nature, and* therefore not likely to endure so long out of,. as in their 
native couiftries. Thus in cold regions, the timber is chiefly resinous, 
as a protection against frosts ; in torrid dimes, the wood iiT either pro- 
tected by closeness of grain, or an oily nature ; while those exposed to 
both extr^mies, abound witli resin and turpentine, and are thus guarded 
against the transitions incident to their respective stations. 

We trust that the time is approaching, when close oltservation will 
be drawn towards natural philosophy ; and that the Naval and Mili- 
tary Museum tirujy become the means of beisjg practically beneficial to 
the nation. That periodical meetings* for tlie purpose of discussing 
]>rofessiona! and •scientific rpiestiuns, or evcji tliose of a literary and 
general interest, art? iij a high degree favourable to the iiropagatiou of 
useful knowledge, is too accfirate a position to admit of dfiubt. Intel- 
lectual enjoyments are the most lasting of those whidi we can possess ; 
and it is an incontrovertible truth, that these must depend upon the 
anionnt of our acipiiremonts. We thereibre hail the establishment of 
this iusJatuti<»n as a meaMire pregnant uith happy results to all branches 
6f Ilis Majesty's Services; for while the study of Nature confers the 
highest gratification on the Initiated, the less instructed class becomes 
nnconsciousls phrased with the mere externals. Ju the department of 
timber, the iMuseum n wy beMestined to perform much useful service 
to the public, from life extensive means which it will afford of com- 
paring specimens of the most useful w’ouds t)f the globe. The exj)eri- 
inents on the ])ressure, resilience, strength, and other properties of this 
most valuable material, have hitherto uthirded such vague results, that 
the investigations bear more of theoretical plausibility, than of practical 
utility. Even Hiiffon’s supposed deinoustraliou that the strength of 
the ligneous fibre is nearly in proportion to the specific gravity, re- 
(juires a repetition of experiment, because be omitted to ascertain the 
absolute strength of the timber employKl. We would, therefore, call 
U|M)ii the ntijiective otticors to collect from the various forests wdiicli 
they may meet w'itli. The specimens should be about a foot in length, 
and, where they can be obtained, both a longitudinal and transversal 
cut ; with these, careful notes should be given as to wdiether they are 
from a branch, trunk, or root ; dimensions of the tree ; and observa- 
tions on the cellular or medullary ])rocesscs. Should tht^tree be cut, 
or felled, the age may also be noted, for each of the concentric rings, or 
layers of wood, is the silent Record of a year's growth ; where theje is 
much sap, an estimate only w'ill be obtained, but they are easily count- 
ed w'lien the tree groAVs straight, and is in lull heart. 

hlr. Matthew gives mucli valuable iiislriieiioii in rerJring timber, as 
to “ bending the tree in the way it should grow.*' l*o these directions 
we would call the attention of those Avbo arc planting, because excel- 
lent plank can be readily imported, but there are various reasons why 
futt(»cks, knees, and cmnpass timbers should t>e more diflicuit and ex- 
pensive. The. iniiovatioils on sbii)-buiiding, suggested by ISir Robert 
Seppings, to supersede the necessity of crooked timber, are not yet 
generally adopted ; and it ia more than proliable, that the introduction 
of steam flotilla, in our future w'urs, Avill cause an increased demand 
for crooks.^ Ribs aj*d bends have been shaped by machinery, and hot 
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liquids ; but it is unlikely that the resilience of such should be equal to 
the natural bend ; and though some dock-yard men will not allow it^ we 
think that 'the combined heat and moisture must impair elasticity, and 
weaken that constituent principle of the timber upon which its stren^h 
and durability in si great measure depOAid. Curved timber being 
always in much greater demand than plank, it is our interest to make 
a greater proportion of our trees grow in the curves required, for no 
artificial means, whatever theorists may say, have yet superseded 
Nature in making them. In order to facilitate this process, close dou- 
ble rows of trees should be planted, with wide spaces \|otyycen the rows, 
which will allow of alternate yqung trees being bent to the right and 
left, out of the row, cither by planting them in a slanjtjpg direction, or 
gradually bending them by tying them down to .jstakes. And with 
regard to trees of n few years’ more growth, it is recommended that two 
or four leaders should be left, and these gradually pushed asunder by 
props from the one to the other, so as to form kxiees. In short, it is 
inaae evident, that provided the forester be instructed in the required 
curves, he can greatly enhance the value of a forest. Another ad- 
vantage of planting trees for this purpose in rows is, that thellole, in- 
fluenced by the direction of the principal roots, will grow elliptical, 
(its axis major perpendicular to the row,) and thus much waste will 
be avoided in cutting the timbers, which gcneri\]ly require greater de])th 
than thickness ; that is, their greatest breadth i^iiist be in the plane of 
the curve. If the timbers were, moreover, cut into shape on the spot, 
and the fermenting sap wood cut away, great saving would accrue. 
It has long been recommended that plank should be sawn, out of the 
round log, because previous squaring, thougli convenient for trans- 
port, reduces the width of the central boards. English plank of short 
lengths, cut out of young growing timber, i|s manifestly better than 
East-country stuff for laying the three strakes of a gun-dcck next the 
sides, because it bears the alternate wet and dry exposure admirably. 
But for the long planks on the same deck, the foreign grqwth is pre- 
ferable, from its admitting better scantlings. 

As timber is one of the most important materials which man employs 
for the promotion of his comforts, its details, from semination to matu- 
rity, should be carefully studied. The modifications produced by dif- 
ferences of soil and climate in the same plant, is a difncult but import- 
ant questiofi ; and besides its more tangible utility, an inquiry how- 
ever slight, into the arcana, jof vegetaUe. economy, Las a beneficial 
effect upon the feelings and understanding. We shall therefore offer 
no excuse for here enumerating our most useful forest-trees. 

4^ That father of ships,” the British oak, is the first in consideration : 
and the temperate climate of wir country*, equally free from the 
tenser frosts of the north, and the burning^ heat of the torr*'* 
appears to favour its* utmost perfection. From this cause, and ar- 
able soil,. our unwedgeable and gnarled” ^ood possesses t . fine 
qualities of not splinterikig "to shot, resisting strains, and supporting 

E rcssure, to a decree tbjit makes it equal to any known timber; and 
ttt for the corrosive quality of its gallic acid upon iron, it would l>e 
superior to teak : indeed, till the new principles of the block,” or 
East India built ships, were known, \vc had held t]|,at there^yas noibiiig 
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superior to our heart-of-oak." Foreign oak is of inucli cjiiicker 
growth than English^ and is susceptible of being fellcd> and yielding 
proper plauk^ while yet in a sound and vigorous state of vegetation ; 
whereas ours does not arrive «nit similar dimensions till it has reached, 
or passed, the full of its stfength. In fact, fifty y^ars may suffice for 
raising a foreign tree to a magnitude which the British one will take 
nearly a centhry and a lifJf to accomplish. Owing to this, a deleter!" 
mis cliange has lieen per])etrated in the timbered state’* of the nation ; 
for acorns from the nortn of Europe and America have been exten- 
sively sown by opr hpidod proprietors, for firoducing trees of a rapid 
growth, and the spurious produce liaj^ been already used under ufe 
])revancatiiig dyjjominaiicui of Eiiglislr oak. 

To counteract the evil effect of this “ golden-egg*’ line of impolicy, 
and insure a never-t?iili«g «u*pply, every patriot should devote close 
attention to the subject : the glory and safety of the country both de- 
mand that periTtSiiie'nt prosperity in every respect should be secured to 
the NTavy. This can only be effectually done by making it an object 
of inten'st for individualK to plant and preserve trees; and to turn 
away tife fuel-cutters, game-keepers, and deer from our crown laiuls, 
in order to replace them ivith persons whose duty it should be to pre- 
serve woods, instead of destroying them. The prf»pcr choice of soil for 
planting, the draining ^f ))ub£ic forests, and the propagation of under- 
wood, are not so widely looked to, as tl>e health and growth of the 
oaks require ; and all timber trees intended for use should be felled 
so soon as they have attained maturity ; for when an oak, or any de- 
ciduous tree, is dead at its inaiii-top, the centre of the trunk is sure to 
be ill a stat^ of either actual or incipient decay ; and it is not safe, 
under this clear indication, to use any part of it for purposes where 
durability or strength are required. The full growth will be accom- 
plished at different periials from semination, according to site and soil ; 
after this period, the itccay is in ]>rojK>riion to the time of arriving at 
perfection, agreeably to the laws of animal as well as vegetable life. 
Independent of fortuitous circumstances, the period of inaturi^ for the 
British oak is gained iu ulmut a hundred and forty years. Fnim the 
quality this tree has of striking its roots downwards, it seems to be nar- 
ticiilarly adapted for hedge rows, and in planting, the adage should be 
kept ii/miii(l,— ■ 

Set them at All-hallow tide and command them to prosper : 

Set them at Candloiftas and intreat them \o grow.*’ 

Agreeably to the theory of Sir Humphry Davy, which was oblig- 
ingly confirmed to us in conversation by that eminent philosopher, the 
trees most abuiulant in charcoal aud earthy mattery arc the most per- 
manent; and those that contain the largest portion of gaseous ele- 
ments, the most destructible. According to thiif system, the chesnut 
and the oak among our own trees are pre-amineiit as to .durability ; 
and the chesnut affords even rather more carbonaceous matter than the 
oak, yet the difference is so sliglir, that it rs merely distinguishable in 
old specimens, in that the ])OTe8 of the alburnum in the oim are easily 
discernible, but being more minute in the chesnut, glasses arc required 
to see theuA In ci^scqueiice of the slow decay of the hearts of these 
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woods^ they are supposed to attain an age, under favourable circum- 
stances, little short of a thousand years ; but the beech, rthe ash> and 
the sycamore,* probably, are limited to less than half that period. 
Peter Kalm, who visited the forests of North America ^upwards of 
eiglity years ago, remarked — u 


Some trees are more inclined to piitrify than others. TJie tunelo-ti'ee 
(nyssn), the tulip-tree (liriodeiiclron), and theswelcjt gum-tree (liquid amber), 
became rotten in a short time. The liicenry di<i not take inurh time, and 
the black oak fell sooner to pieces than the* white oak, hut this was owing 
to circumstances. If the hark remained on the wood, it was for the greatest 
part rotten, and entirely edten by worms within, iirthe space of six, eight, 
or ten years, so that iH»thing was to he found but a reddish brown dust. 
But if the hark was taken off, they would often lie twenty 5 ears before they 
were entirely rotten. The suddenness of »• tree’s grovilli, the bigness of its 
pores, and tlie frequent changes <»f heat and “wet in summer, cause it to rot 
sootier. To this it must be added, that all sorts of insects make boles into 
the stems of the fallen trees, and by that mentis the moisture and the air get 
into the tree, which must of course forward putrefaction. Many of the trees 
here htive deciduous or annual leaves. Many ttf them begin to rot whilst 
they are yet staiuliiig and blooming. This forms the hollow trees, 4n which 
many animals make their nests and places of refuge.*’ 


Next to oak, the timber which we wttiild fain see more largely cul- 
tivated is the chesmit. This noble and usefiiblree abounded formerly 
in the woods and cliaces around Lftndon ; and tlu» roofs of W’estmiiister 
Hall and King’s Chapel at Cambridge, are snflicient proofs of its tlura- 
bility ; indeed, the beams of Uie latter aj)])ear so new, that on making 
inquiry as to their age, we were surprised by the rej)ly that they wt*re 
cut ill Essex, from the e.slates of the College, when the 'structure was 
erected. This timber should be grown in a suitable soil aud climate, 
that the allmrnutn vessels may not reliiupiish tlieir othce too soon, and 
render the wood shaky, by unequal shrinking. » 'J'his effect is known, 
by observing ivlien the trve Is cut down, what pro}H)rtioii the ring.s of 
sap-wood bear to those of heart. From the downward staking of the 
roots, this tree appears adapted for loamy soils ; but it can also be 
reared on the sides of hills to advantage ; and the opinion has been 
received through all ages, that though the low lands produce the state- 
liest trees, the strongest timber is grown in drier and more exposed 
situations. Jn the former, the increased growtii is accompanied by an 
expansion of the vegetable fibre, by ^fhich the annual rings are .soft- 
ene(l« and become more permeable by air, ^Vater, and beat. 

The mention of chesnut naturally reminds us of the walnut, ns they 
may be planted together with benefit ; and althongb the brittleness of 
its wood incapacitates it for “ naval timber,’' the service it is of^ in its 
universal employment for fire-aYins, calls forth our thanks for the 
numerous plantatioi^s which we observe are-now rejdacing the heavy 
demands of the late wars. 


* yVe are here merely citing a general f'ule : w'e have met with timber of much 
more advanced ages than any iiuitaiic<M] to us by Sir lliimphrey. In Kgypt w'C 
proi*.ured liuurds ot’ sycRraore, in an apparently fresli state, wliicli may Jiave been 
cut more tlum dOOO years ago ! And these were w'ithoiit the thick ensuing <if ]»aint- 
ed plaster ^ith which the wMHlen idols and niuiiimy casi^s are covereiU,, 
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Tlip beech is a niagnificent tree of rapid growth, and being of a hardy 
nature, is readily reared from its mast, in strong grounds, unfit for 
other ciilti>{ation. The yellow beech, being of a fine grain, and not apt 
to rend, is excellent for ])]ank, if well managed after cutting down : but 
a few months in the groun(?rnay render a log of it in the bark useless. 
It therefore requires cither to be speedily dried, or else kept altogether 
in water ; noV is the sap*- wood easily distinguished from the mature, 
being of the same colour. 

There are several s])ecies of dm common to this country, hut they 
may be cbiedi; divided Into the montana or broad-leaved, and the 
pcstres or narrow-leaved. The former being all heart, is best adapted 
for naval purj)qs|fs, as keel pieces, Hour timbers, and bottom plank, for 
which it is highly «a])able hy ijs strength and toughness; but it quickly 
decays above water. The Second is valuable for funning dead eyes, 
and block shells, for which its elasticity and iiulis[iosition to rend, 
especially suit it. 

The ash braves tlu* wintry winds better than the elm, when it 
enjoys a sufticient dej)th of soil ; its timber is largely used, but in the 
navy principally f<»r sweeps, oars, and bamlspikes. 

The sycamore, or non e properly tlie maple, grows to a large size, and 
its soft white wood is useful for turning ; it grows in light dry soils, 
near the sea-vsliore, wlie/e it ^'sists both the s]>ray and the winds, and 
is easily propagated friiini its keys. • 

The alder is useful lor piles, ])unips, sluices, and all works intended 
to be constantly under water, as it has there the ])roperty id hardening. 

The qnick-bcani, or service-tree, with several others, atfords woods of 
a fine but soft grain, wliicli are useful in detail. 

The willow is a very numerous family in Cireat Britain, as may be 
seen by the magnificent work recently printed by the Duke of Bed- 
ford, iji which is a botanical description of no less than 1(>0 of the 
genus Sufiv ; a tribe wiiicli the late Sir James Smith calls “ vast, im- 
portant, and most natural.*’ TJie largest is the Lbtssfl liana , of which 
the one called Johnson’s willow, near Lichfield, was thirteen feet in 
girth, and sixty in height, previous to its destructicii in ltl29. From 
its easy culture and rapid growth, it is a profitable tree, being largely 
used ill various important handicrafts ; it affords the host charcoal for 
making gunpowder: and the quantity of charcoal yielded jiy a wood, is 
held to be a tolerably accurate bidication of its durability. The red 
willow is employed in the instruction of mill Vater- wheels, and other 
purposes where" tough, light, and durable boarding is lequlretl; or 
where there is exposure to blows and friction. Of its naval properties 
Mr. JMattliew says,— 

1’he use of rod willows, as timbers of vessels, has been of long standing 
in this part of Scotland, and has proved its long eifluraiice and excellent 
adaptation. By reason of its lightness, pliancy, elasticity, and tgughness, it 
is, we think, the best, without exception, for the formation of small, fast- 
sailing war-vessels. are pretty pertain that our Navy Board w'ould not 
have cause to regret t^ial of it in a long, low, sharn schooner, of sufficient 
breadth to stand up under great press of sjiil, monlded as much as possible 
to combine great stability with small resistance from the water, and when 
in quick motion to he buoyant— especially not to dip forward— provided it 
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could be procured not too old, and free from rot, lar^e knots, aii^ cross 
^rain ; a very little attention in the cultivation would afford it" of the finest 
bends, and clean and fresh. Our Navy Bimrd have received, some slight 
teaching from 'rraiisatluntic brethren, of the superior sailing of fir-con- 
structed vessels, to those of oak, the result of their superior lightness, 
pliancy, and ehisticity. 

The writer of this lias also had experience ,of two vcssvls, one of oak 
and the other of larch, on the same voyages, at the same time, and has 
found the latter superior in sailing to the former, in a degree greater than 
tlie diff’erence of build could account fof. From the superior eliisticity and 
lightness of the willow, ev<>n to larch, the lightest pnd pio^t elastic of the 
fir tribe, we should expect that vessels of it would outstrip those of fir, at 
least of Scots or red pine, as much as the latter do those oi oak ; and that, 
from tills greater elasticity and lightness, they would fnbve through tlie 
water, yielding to the resistance and percift*sions of'thd waves, compared to 
those of oak, as a thing of life to a dead block. For vessel-timbers, this 
wood requires to be used alone ; as, when mixed with of-her kinds less pliant 
or elastic, the latter have to withstand nearly all the impetus or strain, and 
are thence liable to be broken, or, from the vessel yielding more at one 
place than another, she is apt to strain and become leaky.’* 

Of another tree, which seems scarcely to claim forest rank, the 
author says, — 

The laburniini (Cytiscus) is the most faluahle timber this country pro- 
duces. It is e<tually deep in colour, and takes as fine a polish as rosewood, 
having, also, something slightly pellucid in the polished surface. From 
its extreme hardness, it is much better adapted for use than mahogany, not 
being indented or injured by blows or rough treatment. Wis are actpiainted 
with no other timber of home ]jroduce so little liable to decay. The large- 
leaved variety, in rich warm soils, acquires a diameter of a fodt or a foot and 
a half, and grows rapidly till it fall into seed bearing. Its usual very stunt- 
ed growth is partly owing to less valuable faster-gi*owing trees overtopping 
it. Were it planted alone, and trained to proper , curve, it might be profit- 
Ably reared mr the upper timbers (the part where decay commences) of 
vessels : it has the tbiiiiiest covering of sap wood of any of our timber 
ti^. The extreme beauty and richness of its clustered dejieiiding blos- 
soms is a considerable injury to its growth, as it is often broken and despoiled 
of the branches on this account.” 

The utility and treatment of the whole tribe of pines are so duly 
appreciated, ^that we need scarcely dwell upon them, except to mention 
that the pitch pine, that gigantic lorrl of American wilds, affords the 
best^ known planking fur ships* bottoms. To the adhesive quality of 
this timber, the safety of that fine ship the Gibraltar, of 80 guns, has 
been attributed: having struck upon a rock in the Mediterranean, 
she was found to have brought home a fragment of it, of about ten tons 
weight, sticking fti her garboard stirake. 

Mr. Matthew treats the ''genus pinu.s*’ at some length, and notices 
the endless varieties depending upon climate, soil, and exposure. 


(Tu be coiicluUed iu our next Number.) 



KfiCOI^LKCTIONS OF A VISIT TO WAUSAW IN IBiH. 

BV A FIELD OmcEB. 

• 

Such universal interest is shown in the present day for the fate of 
that nation whose capital I visited in the year 1828, that 1 have 
thought a record of the various circumstances which came under my 
own immediate observati(^n upon that occasion^ may be acceptable to 
the readers of the United Service Journal. 

I have seen the Notes on Warsaw by 11. D. J. taken in 1823^ and 
inserted in i.h| ^pril^ Number of this Jourpal, and I beg to assure 
11. 11. J. that the same marked and copdesceiiding attention which he 
received from His linj)erial Highness the Grand Duke Constantine at 
that time, was continued to ni^'self and fellow-travellers in tin* same 
handsome and flattering manner on the occasioji of our visit in 1828. 

In the month of July of that year, myself and a party of uflicers 
after leaving IMoscow, and travelling for the space of twelve days and 
nights, arrived at Warsaw. On the journey our carriages had been so 
much injured by the furious drivings which is often the case in that 
country, that at Snioleiisko we were detained a considerable lime, in 
order to afford them the necessary re]»airs. Each carriage was drawn 
by four horses abreast, driven by a coachman in a somewhat singular 
costume, his dress being composed of a sheep-skin, tlie wool turned 
inwards, for a ctait, viith blue-striped white cotton trowsers, his 
breast covered with a long and shaggy heard, ami his hair cut very * 
short beliind, and generally clean shaved on the upper part of the back 
of tlie neck ; a black hat, riroad at the top, with broad band and large 
steel buckle, >i'hich he invariably takes off to every person he meets on 
the road. Thus equipped, he takes his place on the box of the car- 
riage, and, generally speaking, drives well and with great velocity, 
more especially on descending or ascending a hill. The pace on 
descending is tolerably^moderute at first, hut about half-way down, 
the Jiorses gre pressed int<» a gallop, their pace iiicreascwS, and th4y 
pass the Corduroy Bridge, which is generally over some little water- 
course, at the bottom, at their greatest speed ; this velocity is con- 
tinued up the hill ill front as far as their strength will carry them, being 
urged on all the time by the cracking of the whip and the animated cheer- 
ing of the driver. After resting a short time, the jirocess^is repeated. 
They do not consider their horse| much : on one occasion u e travelled 
in the night with the same horses a distance of lifty-one English miles, 
which was performed in little more than five hours and a half. Thwe is 
something in the vigorous charge, if I may so call it, by four horses 
extremely exciting. The strained muscle, the swelled and throlihing 
vein, the eye of fire ami flowing nnne have a bcairtiful effect when 
thus abreast. The animating cheers of the driver are answered by the 
quick-drawn breath and increased exertion on tift part of the noble 
animals, and when thus at full speed, with tlieir distended nostrils and 
varied attitudes, they have a most classical and beautiful appearance, 
and, in fact, are an exquisite Yiving model 6f tlieicclebrated works of 
the ancients. The horses themselves are many of them of great 
beauty, of Arabian cast, and an eye of fire. The near and off horses 
are trained >o have the head inclined outw'ards and drawn towards the 
ground, so that the varied action of the,four, arising from their diffe- 
rent positions, causes them always to be grouped in :i very ])icluresquo 
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style. The usnnl rate of travelling, with four horses, is from fourteen 
to sixteen -versts per hour, for the small sum of not more than three- 
pence sterling per verst, which includes the usual fee given to the 
coachman ; offer but an extra ruble to hiiy, however, and he will drive 
you at any rate, even to the death of a horse, “ with tlie harness on his 
back;*' but stHcli excessive speed is at tiinetf dangerous, and liable to 
be attended with inconvenience, ils the p(»stmasterrat each station 1ms 
the power of detaining you, or making you pay for a horse if he is in 
danger from over-driving. 

We arrived at Warsaw* about four o’clock in the afternoon, and drove 
to the Hotel de Viliia. The rfrrival, I believe, of all travellers, is im- 
mediutely reported to the Goveriit»r and Grand and in the 

evening an aid-de-camp from llis Imperial llighiibss waited upon us, 
with an invitation to attend a review the next moriiiiig at four o’clock, 
of the Kussiaii and Polish troops, which were tbjtjn encamped a few 
miles from the town. The invitation was accompanied hy an offer of 
horses for the field, with an intitnation that any style of dress would 
be suitable for the occasion. Wc all felt very much gratified by this 
early mark of attention, more particularly by the very polite and gen- 
tlemanly manner in which it was communicated to us by tlie aid-de- 
camp. The reader can well imagine, tliat after travelling for twelve 
days and nights in the months of July and August, we found ourselves 
greatly fatigued on our arrival, more especially hs we found no beds on 
the road, except at Smolensk o, with little to eat but what we t(»ok 
with us from Moscow, which consisted of some tea, dried tongues, and 
portable soup. In the villages, however, we found €*ggs, nnlk, and 
butter, but the black bread the horses themselves would *kcarcely touch. 

Ill this state of bf)dily fatigue, a second invitation was very soon 
brought to us by the aid-de-camp of the Governor of Warsaw, request- 
ing that he might be allowed to present us to* His Imperial Highness 
at Belvidcra Palace the next morning at three o’clock ; at the same 
time accompanying the invitation by a request that we slurald take our 
sweats in his carriage to convey us there, and also to the field afterAvards. 
Under the circumstances of our journey, the idea of rising at two 
o'clock the next morning Avas not a very agreeable one, and 1 am s<»rry 
to say that tAvo of the party failed in their endeavours to accomjdish 
the undertalung, by Avhich they lost the honour of the presentation, and 
as fine a revioAV of 45^000 men as ever Avas witiiesbecl by any military 
mett.. Some forty or fifty ofiicers of rank in the Russian and Polish 
services attended the levee. On our arrival at Belvidera Ave passed 
through tlie hall of the palace up stairs, and in an adjoining room to the 
one we all assc^ibled in, coffee 'jvas served to a few. Soon after we 
descended again into the hall, A^eii 1 was directed to take my station 
immediately to the# right of the door through Avhich the Grand Duke 
was to enter. My travelling companion was placed next to me, and 
from our* right the remainder of those present formed a circle round 
the hall to the door agaiti. His Imperial Highness on entering com- 
menced with myself, and in a very polite ana condescending inamior, 
made many inquiries as to where 1 bad served, my regiments, where I 
had come from, and how I liked Russia P appearing pleased, when in 
answering him, I informed him that 1 had had t/^ie hoiiofb* of serving 
under the '' Gr^t Captain ” lU the Peninsula. Questions much to the 
same effect were al^ addressed to my companion, when tlie Duke pro- 
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ceeded«Jroiind the room, addressing every one in turn In the siinie 
agreeable and unaffected manner. There was a Alajor in the French 
service present, and I could not lielp remarking that his recet)tion ap- 
peared not very cordial ; indeed, I am not sure whether he had an in- 
vitation to tins review, for I liever saw him after. At the conclusion 
of the levee we drove to the camp, where we found horses ready pro- 
vided and accoutred for us*. I was informed by the Governor that the 
Grand Duke woula like me to keep near him in the field during the 
review, and we both galloped uplto the ground where His Highness 
then was. Order's were instantly given, and operations commenced 
with the whole corps dVir/ncc, which consisted of 45,000 Russian and 
Polish infantry «ajid foot artillery, — those very men who are now 
crossing their hayiaiet^s with ^ach other. His Imperial Highness 
directed all the movements himself: the plan was an attack of the 
^vhole army on a supposed enemy, and the ground oji whicli it took 
place, was that oil which a great battle had formerly been fought be- 
tween the Swedes and Pules ; indeed, even now there are many traces 
of the old works remaining. At the conclusion, some of those works 
were carried by the troops at the point of the hay<»n<»t, and with the 
loud cheering of the sohliers the review finishiai. The othcens on the 
Grand Duke's staff informed me that they were not made acquainted 
with any of the movements before they arrived in the field, and that 
this was invariably the*case; from the extent of the lines the Staff on 
that day, I am sure, liad no sinecure of it. The Grand Duke did me 
the honour to point out every thing worthy of notice during the whole 
review, and appeaTe<i very anxious to know what impression it made 
upon me, for iti my conversations* with others, he invariably made in- 
quiry of them what 1 had been saying. On one occasion, in cotisecpietiee 
of my having maile some ol)servati<»ii about the French mode of putting 
on a knapsack, he aske<i me if I had seen his, and immediately sent 

Oeii. F to halt a i^dish regiment of the Guards, then mareliiug in 

line, one tho^iisaud strong, and said, “ You shall see how soon my men 
can undress f*' alhuling to the facility with which the men could pile 
their arms, take off and ]>ut on tlieir knapsacks. I was requested to 
ride up and examine them, which 1 did, and disinomiting, went 
through the ranks of a couipaiiy or two; the oilieers of those companies 

attended me with Gen. F , explaining and pointings out every 

thing for iny notice. • ^ 

1 had an opportunity of scSing a great deid of this armv both on ^his 
and the following days, not only their movoiiieiits under arms, but 
their interior economy. 45,0()0 men together is at all times a inagnifi- 
cent sight, and I think on this occasion was as near ^perfection as it 
could be. I must say I have seldom seen finer men, or men move 
better under arui.s ; they are also very well appoiiit 4 *d. It was a sight, 
indeed, not to be surpassed in beauty with that number of men. The 
movements were cliiefly in advance, with cluiiiTs of skirinisheifs ; many 
very beautiful squares were formed of two battalions, in the same mau- 
ner they are formed against the attheks of the Tufkish cavalry ! So 
formidable are the Turkish cavalry, that a square of 2000 thus formed, 
twelve deep, is not secure against them without a couple of field-pieces 
at the angles? This ^jviis particularly pointed out, and I was informed 
by a general officer, that in the#for*iier war with Turkey, he witnessed 
a square of 20^ men thus formed, but without the protection of the 
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guns, slaughtered to a man. And, if 1 recollect rightly, something of 
the same nature took place near Varna in the late war, and since 1 was 
at Warsaw. 

The movements and manoeuvring over,^ they inarched past in close 
column. I was placed immediately on the right of the Grand Duke, 
who occasionally with his hand restingon my, leg or the sgddle, pointed 
out to my notice any particular regiment or oiKcer ^tliat laid been dis- 
tinguished during the war. To many regiments in passing, he re- 
|)eated the word Ka-ra-shaw, in a tone of satisfaction at what they 
had done, which was invariably replied to by the soidisrs. 1 had the 
honour of taking o/T my hat tfo the colours of esich regiment as they 
passed, and from the situation I was in, and the marked attention 
towards me by the Grand Duke, 1 fancied myaelflialf a field-insirslial 
before the day was over. The review aUogctlier occupied about four 
hours and a halfyand at the conclusion 1 was informed that directions 
had been given for everything to be shown us in Warsaw. We took our 
leave, and when we were about driving od* in our carriage, a message 
was brought from the Grand Duke to say, that a review of his cavalry 
would take place two days after, accompanied by an invitation for us 
to attend it. I was afterwards informed, that this cavalry review was 
suddenly ordered, and on our account, for which 1 understood we got 
any thing but the ‘‘ blessings*' of the cavalry olHcers. It was not to 
have taken place until after the return of the 'Grand Duke from his 
tour of inspection along the Frontier, which would have been about 
six weeks from that time. 1 afterwards recollected having made some 
observations during the day about the French cavalry, which 1 saw at the 
review at St. Omer the year previous. The Grand DulCe immediately 
asked me, if I had seen his, which 1 answered in the negative. It was 
this circumstance, I have no doubt, which caused the order to be issued. 

Directions were given that wc should be shown the interior of the 
cavalry barracks the following day, when we found them in no little 
Wstle preparing for the review. The stables are exc^lent, nnich 
more lofty than our own, everytlnng regular and in good order, but 
the men appeared a little crowded in their barracks, and the rooms 
were generally very small. 

The review of >000 cavalry and horse-artillery took place on the 
following day as ordered, and the Grand Duke again directed the 
whole- in person as bt*fore. I was^Ugain mounted on my tine old 
changer, whose martial bearing the day before pleased me much. It 
was politely offered, iii case I did not approve of him upon the former 
occasion^ to provide me with another; but I had discovered that the 
sound of the triynpet and the ro^r of the cannon had been his music 
all his life ; ' I therefore mounted him again upon this occasion -with a 
great deal of pleasure. There was a rocket-brigade out, mounted on 
carriages, which at a liftle distance had all the appearance of being' 
horsei-artillery. The Grand Duke informed me, that he ordered them 
out because they were English, Congreve, Congreve," meaning the 
rockets were of English invention. I bad had aii opportunity ^fore 
of witnessing a trial of the Congreve rockets, not only in the field, but 
at St. Jeande Lus, before His Grace the Duke of Wellington ; and 
idthongh 1 had formed a very humble opinion ofi^them, Jhstiil did not 
feel the compliment the less* on the p^rt of the Grand Duke. The 
cavalry horses are ,very good, and they manceuvred beautifully ; the 
Polish lancers are niounted on ^lorses near sixteen hands high; the 
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horse-artillei]^ were also perfect, if it is possible to be so ; their move- 
ments were fa])id, and the horses very beautiful in figure with great 
strengtli, and every requisite for the service they are intended for : 
these horses 1 understood to be chiefly from Itussia. The review was 
concluded by our taking up a particular position to witness a general 
charge of the whole of the cavalry in line. Now, the united physical 
force of 7000 men piid their horses, acting together at the same mo- 
ment, and u{)ou one general impulse, is a sight %vhich most men never 
see — few men see but once — but which all men should see ; it is the 
velocity of ]igtli<iiiig, united with the rush of A whirlwind, beautiful in 
sight and terrible in power. The wlH>le of the line was ])reserved 
entire, with one«eiCception, the flanks of a regiment of Polisli lancers 
pressed too much brfor^ its centre, and forced it quite out of the line 
to the rear: the circumstance* appeared not to phrase the Grand Duke. 
The regiments after«this all ))assed in review, and being again ])laced 
on the right hand of the Grand Duke, he as before drew my attention 
to particular regiments and individurds in passing, as thus — That 
oflicer is a Mahometan captain,** that is young Prince Lier-en," the 
regiment now passing distingnished itself 011 such an occasion." In liis 
turn, a young man of a very good figure apjieared ; that,*’ observed 
the Grand Duke, is an American Yankee Doodle/* Yankee Doodle 
being added in a facetious tone. The obscM’vatioii not only made me 
smile, but also the Aincbrican, Mr. Muiiro, and liis men too, fur it was 
said in so loud a tone of voice that they all heard it. This young man 
had the good fortune to be very much in hivour with the Duke, gene- 
rally dining at his table, and 1 believe has since been appointed to the 
situation of aid-de-camp. TJie Duke rode up to a very fine-looking 
cavalry iion-commissioiied officer, “bearing his honours thick upon him," 
having several stars and orders on his breast ; I think he was keeping 
the ground. He familiavly gave him a shi]> on the thigh, then took his 
car and gave it a gentle pull, at the same time exclaiming, brave 
soldat,'* ike. Jfec. It appears that this man had been particularly dis- 
tinguished for his gallantry during the retreat of the French army 
from Aloscow. 

We were shown during our stay every thing that was worth seeing, 
both civil and military, and were in excelltMit hands, being consigned 

to tlie protection of no less a personage tliaii Colonel the JKuron , 

Aid-de-camp to His Imperial Higlfiiess, and Chie/ of Police of Warsaw. 

The military bathing establishment is well worthy of notice. •An 
order was sent to prepare it for our visit, and a variety of evolutions 
were performed with boats, pontoons, &c. &c. The mode of teaching 
the young men to swim was shown aqd explained; it is excellent, and 
many of tlie performances were most expert ; si'veral of them turned 
two or three somersets before reaching tlie watev) from a height of 
twenty or thirty feet. , 

All atrangers are very closely watched both in llussia and Poland, 
as v/ell as other parts of the Contiqeiit, and in ^Ysqrsaw they have no 
hesitation at all in traiismiltiiig you your letters from the post office 
open. There was a gentleman in W.arsaw, during the time of cnir 
visit, who received a letter from a young Oxonian 'friend. The Uni- 
versity wag ^?a8 aware that the letter would, as a matter of course, be 
o])ened, and on that account, bjt way of sx joke, be couched it in true 
college slang. They w<mld not have found much difiiculty in decipher- 
ing Greek or Latin, but he compiled* such a string of iiniuteiligible, 
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untranslatable phrases^ that the devil himself could not make head or 
tail of it. .At the post office they were sadly puzzled, for they could 
not understand a word of it. I think it was the best cont posed thing 
of the sort I ever saw. 1 much fear our old friend the Baron is no 
morCj as I think I saw his name amongst the list of those killed during 
the late insurrection in Warsaw. He spokp in high t-emis of both 
Paris and Loudon, having accompanied the royal visitors to liotli at the 
conclusion of the war. He was one of the party at the Pulieney Hotel, 
and declared to me that they never knew what living was either before 
or since their visit to London. * ** * 

I think that the Russians may have a little the advantage of the Poles 
in size, but the latter are by far the more intelligent men. This dis- 
tinction is very remarkable in the countenance^ wliich 1 particularly 
observed on one occasion, when riding down in front of two brigades, 
one of Russians and another of Poles next to theiR, both of the guard. 
I was present occasionally during the performance of the evening ser- 
vice at sun-set, and found it rather an imposing and interesting sight. 
The priest stands in front of each brigade, the soldiers in great coats 
and forage caps, occasionally bow the head and cross themselves, seem- 
ingly devoutly attentive to the ceremony. 

The beautiful and amiable Princess Lowicz was universally praised 
for the excellence of her private character ; Ut that time the Grand 
Duke and the Princess Jed a very retired life at the Palace of Belvi- 
dera ; the Duke was generally much occupied with military affairs. 
Warsaw and Poland generally had much im[)roved under his govern- 
ment, and all the institutions of the country were in the best' possible 
state, and the cultivation in as good a state as could be desired. The 
pea.santry appeared to me to be very happy, and to have every comfort 
consistent with their situation. The public roads were spacious and in 
the best possible order, more especially that 'from Brestleatowski to 
Warsaw and Breslaw, which is as fine a piece of macadamized road as 
can bo seen. I only except that from Petersburg!! to JMosCow. 

In conclusion 1 must here observe, that in the private sticiety of 
Warsaw, which consisted of course of a mixture of Russians and Poles, 
I found politeness, hospitality, and a considerable degree of beauty. 
The very marked attention shown me by His Imperial Highness the 
Grand Duke, and the scenes 1 had witnessed during my stay^ bad 
made such a forcible i|npressioii on tny mind, that I have ever since 
recu^^ed to the recollection of them with tfce most unfeigned pleasure ; 
but, alas ! what a change has come over that unhappy land since the 
time I speak of. The banner of defiance has 1>eeii raised, and what 
farther horrors nyjiy be in store foi; her time alone can show. The pro- 
fession of a soldier does not steel 'his heart against the common feelings 
of humanity ; I ma)!?. therefore, be allowed to express my regr.et at the 
horrible state of aiiurchy^and confusion which at present reigns to the 
destructiob of every thing desirable in that beautifnl cuiiii try, —where 
the pestilential breath of. disease withers up the athletic form of the 
warrior whom the *sword spares ; where the humble peasant, driven 
from his home by the ghastly and fierce visage of the demon of destruc- 
tion,' returns but to find his once peaceful cottage a mass of blackened 
ruins,' a scene of desolation and despair, standing fin a melancholy mo- 
nument of his blighted hopes, *aiid of^tli^ bloodstained progress of the 
furies of war. , H. 



A IIKOKNT VISIT TO SKVKRAL OK THK 
POLYNESIAN ISLANDS. 

BY GEORc;K HEKNETT, OF THE ROYAL COLLEOE OF SURGEOKri 

JN I.ONIJOK> &C. &f. 

THfi ISLAND OF ROTUMA."^ 

On visiting the king, who resided at the village of Faiigwot, we found 
him a well- formed and handsome* man, apparently about thirty years 
of age; the Tipper«par&of his body was thickly covered with the Kang, 
or paint of turmeric and oil, which had* been recently laid on in honour 
of the visit from •the strangers. There was somewhat of novelty, but 
little of ** regal magnificence** iu our recepticm. In the open air, under 
the wide-spreading brandies* of their favourite Fifaii, (Callophyllum 
Inophyllum,) sat his Alajesty squatted on the ground, and surround- 
ed by a crowd of bis subjects. The introduction was equally unos- 
tentatious ; one of the natives wlio had accompanied us from the ship, 
pointing towards him, said, in tolerably proiioiineed English, That 
the king.** His Majesty not being himself acquainted with our lan- 
guage, one of his attendants, who spoke it witli considerable fluency, 
acted ns interpreter. After some common-place quo-stions, such as 
where the ship came from, vvhlsre bound to, what provisions wo stood 
in nml of, &c., we adjourned 40 the royal habitation, whicli differed 
in no respect from the other native houses. Yams, bread-fruit, and 
tish, wrapped in the plantain leaves in whicli they had been cooked, 
woi'c here placed before us, wdth coco-nut water for our beverage ; plan- 
tain leaves seiwing also as plat€v<. But before we had time to do full 
justice to the regal repast, such a concourse of natives had surrounded 
and entered the dwelling, and occasioned such inconvenience from the 
heat, that we were glad, to make good our retreat, and put an end to 
the interview. 

The chiefi are elected kings in rotation, and the royal oflice is held 
for six months, but by the consent of the other chiefs, it may be retain- 
ed by the same chief for two or three years. The royal title is Sho : 
the king to whom wc had been introduced, as a chief, is named J\ioru. 
We had an interview also with the former king, named Biemko; he is 
a chief of high rank, and a very intelligent man : lie spoke ^he English 
language with much correctness.® Being naturally of an inquisitive 
disposition, and possessing ifti exceedingly retentive memory, he Jiad 
acquired much information ; this he dis])layed by detailing to us many 
facts connected with the histories of Napoleon Buonaparte, Welling- 
ton, &c., whioli had been related to liini by various European visitors, 
and which he appeared to retain to the most minute particulars. He 
surprised us not a little by inquiring if we resided jii “ Kussell-square, 
London ?*' 

A stranger, on visiting this small island, scarcely knowm Euro- 
peans, is quite ustpiiisheif at hearing the English language spoken by 
so many of the natives, and to perceive them all so* anxious to acquire 
a knowledge of it. I was frequently amused by hearing these naked 
savages attempt a conversation among themselves in my own language. 


* Contindeil t'.-oui page i02. 

U, S. JovHV. No. 33. August 1031. 2 i 


474 A RECENT VISIT TO SEVERAL OF TUB 

A b]ind wlio came on boards '' not to sec the ship but to feel 
her/* as be .expressed himself, spoke English fluently. In conversa- 
tion he asked me, “ Whut the name of voiir ship's owne? ?" '' Got 
many ships ?" Then as u display of the knowledge he had acquired, 
either from the European seamen resident on the island or during his 
occasional visits to the shipping, lie said, You steer by a compass, and 
take the sun with a quadrant — and have charts — and that is the way 
yon go to diflerent places." He also repeated to me the days of the 
week, and months of the year with gre^at accuracy. He had been blind 
from a child, hut from wlvit cause I could not ascertajn.c 

Tliere is a pleasing and innocent custom among the females of this, 
as well as of the other Polynesian islands I visited, of /l^corating them- 
selves with flowers, by placing them either singly in the hair, and be- 
hind and in the lobes of the ears, or by forming them into elegant 
necklaces and head-wreaths ; and in their arrangei^eiit they disjday ad- 
mirable ingenuity and taste. Their favourites are the Pifau Kowa, (Hi- 
biscus rosa chiuensis,) Pandanus odoratissimus, the IVlouscoi,* (Uvaria 
so.) and the Gardenia ; but they use numerous other species, selected 
either for their beauty or fragrance. 1 never observed among them the 
Eastern custom of communicating their feelings or affections through 
the medium of a bouquet. 

The dress of both males and femaletiC coiisLts simply of an Ape or 
mat, worn round thc,waist, descending to the uiroles, the upper part of 
the body being left exposed. The fishing, or common dresses of the 
latter, are made from strips of the plantain-leaf, or those of the Rang 
or turmeric plant, which are dried and bleached in the sun, and when 
worn in a bundle round the waist, descend a short distaace below the 
knee. Their marriage ceremony is performed by the parties standing 
in the water by the sea-side up to the waist with mats around them, 
they are there smeared over with the rang or papit of turmeric and oil ;t 
they then come out of the water, are arrayed iii new mats, a feast is 
given, and thus the ceremony concludes. Polygamy is permitted here, as 
in most of the other Polynesian islands. Previous to marriage, there 
is 110 restriction placed oii the female ; her character does not suffer 
by a deviation from chasti^, nor does it militate against her being sub- 
sequently married ; but after having entered into this state, they are 
considered faithful — most probably from the effects of fear. 

Xn the cleared spaces usually left m the centre of their villages, and 
whi^b are swept every morning and evening, are either a clump of Toa- 
trees, (Gasuarina equisetifolia,) (the wood of which is highly valued by 
thekn, and from its hardness and durability is named by Europeans 
iron-wood,) .or t^ur favourite flfau. Here the natives^ resorting to 
enjoy the gay and festive houH' in the cool of the evening, display 
their graceful moveipents in the slow dance, or cause the air to reverr 

; J 

f The fragrance of tlie flowem of this slirub surpasses all the otliers s even 
dried the odoAr is preserved for yean, and some now in my possession have not 
in the slightest degree lost their fragrance, although they have been preserved 
upwards of twelve months in a dried state. ^ The natives use them also for s^ept** 
ing their coco-nut oil. The shrub is found in hilly situations. 

“ <f This smearing of paint seems to fie considered essential in ^eir forms end 
ecrenionics ; it is practised on the meeting and the parting of friends, as weB ^ 
in the marriage ceremony. c ( 
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beratts witli. tlicir yells 'when the dance is that of war. The natives 
are cleatil]^ both jii their persons and habits ; the custom- of rubbing 
their bodiS with scented coco-iiut oih as well as the aromatic smell of 
the turmeric, gives to then^an agreeable odour. They are particularly 
cleanly in thebr meals, and expressed great disgust at the dirty habits 
of the Sandwich islaiidefis^ who touched there in the unfortunate brig 
Temeamea, undea the command of Governor Boki.* As articles of 
trade, they are partial to beads of large size and showy colours ; also 
axes, chisels, whales' teeth, fish-hooks, small looking-glasses, &c. The 
females are reflia rttablV fond of beads, in the Arrangement of which they 
display as much taste as in their necklf^ces of flowers. I was requested 
one morning M fisit a chief of high rank, for the purpose of rendering 
him my professional iiSKistapcti, as he had been long suffering from ill- 
ness. I readily acceded to tlie request, and after a sultry u'alk arrived 
at his residence at ?i village named Shear. This cliief, who was named 
IMoeta, had long been suffering from rheumatic affections of the joints ; 
he pointed out to me the .scars Avhere the native remedy of huTuiiig 
had been resorted to, but no benefit had resulted from it. I ])re8cribed 
for him, and he inquired of me what diet he should use, &c. He 
afterwards presented me with a fine mat of the island, and on my re- 
fusing the proffered gift, he syeined displeased, ami said, ‘^tliat it was 
the custom of the couut1*y I consequeiitJy took it : this was the only 
instance during my visit to any of the PolynesiiiU Islands, that a gift* 
was ever tendered to me for professional services. Dysentery is one 
of the most prevailing diseases among them, from which numbers an- 
nually perish, and from the benefit they have derived from European 
medicines, I •had numerous applicants. TJiat a medical practitioner 
would be highly esteemed by them, was exemjdified by the /tig/'i offers 
made and inducemenis held out to me by a chief named Ufaugnut, of 
the district of Safic, wdft) thus expressed himself in tolerably good Eng- 
lish, You stay at Rdtuina, make people well, a.s too many people die, 
and you h.-fve made some well, and know how to cure all people, you 
will have plenty wife, plenty yam and pig, ])leiity land, and be all the 
same as one kiii^." Far superior in style was a wish expressed for my 
remaining at Einieo, one of the Society Islands for a similar reason, 
by a chief named Mare, when 1 visited' it in October 1829, of which 
the following is a literal translation from the beautifully figurative 
language employed by the^ Polynesian nativest “ You, Curer of ^Dis- 
eases, stay on this land, that it may not be consumed by death, buff that 
it may go with an upright head.*' On my asking him, what advantage 
1 should derive from complying? He replied, You shall have what 
the land produces ; we can give you no mere, nor tint which we have 
not." Nature, among these people, is the chief physician. Burning 
and cutting are the remedies principally used fbr all their diseases. 
Ophthalmia is prevalent among those who reside in the vicijiity of the 
beach ; which may readily be attributed to the reflection frpm the sand. 

• The Temeamea, Sandwich Island brig-of-war, with Boki and betw-een two or 
three hundred natives of the Sandwich Islands, sailed from Oaliii for Erromanga on 
the 5ih of December 1829 : they touched at the island, of Rdtuma, but had not after- 
wards been heft^ of. ^om portions of wreck having been picked up about the New 
Ilebriden Group, it is suspected thqt she was either wrecked, or blown up by gun- 
powder, a quantity of whicli was placed between decks without any precaution. 

2 I 2. * . 
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I observed also the purulent ophthalmia common among the infanttr; but 
no inducement (from what reason I could never ascertain) could make 
the native women wash their children’s eyes. The lotions \(liich I fre- 
quently gave them for this purpose were seldom or never used, but all 
internal remedies they took readily and with coniideuce. 

On a hill not far distant inland from the village of f^hpar, I visited 
the burial-place of the kings^ named by the natives ^hishoul ; the juith 
leading to it was delightfully shaded by a variety of trees ; this burial- 
place of the regal personages possessed notliiiig remarkable, either for 
beauty of scenery or of coKstruction. It w'as simply a-slrghtly elevated 
mound inclosed with stones ; the graves were placed large coral 
stones^ marking the situations of each ; some parts of‘tlie mound were 
planted with the variety of Chi, (Ornca*na terminalfe,) named (yhinilal 
by the natives, the loaves of which are highly ornamental, being of a 
beautiful dark crim.son colour, and which it is considered the preroga- 
tive of the kings only to ^vear as a girdle around the waist. At a short 
distance, it was densely surrounded hy bread-fruit and other trees. 
The ordinary places of burial arc attached to the villages, and have 
no unapt resemblance to European churchyards ; they are mounds, 
built round with stones, and the graves arc covered by large coral 
stones, some laid flat over the graves, and otliers elevated similar to 
our tomb -stones.* The dead arc simply wrapped in a mat when buried. 
,The beautiful drooping Toa, *(Casuarina equisetifblia,) as corresponding 
with the situation, and other shrubs, are usually planted over and 
around these mounds. I observed also high mounds of stones, which 
must have required great labour in their erection ; on each li hut was 
built, and on inquiry I was informed that these were th^ burial-places 
of particular chiefs. 

Four kinds of mats are manufactured on the island. The first is 
named Ehap, and is the common sleeping ma^ ; it is made from the 
older leaves of the Saliang, a species of Pandanus. The second is named 
Ape Sala. This is also manufactured from the leaves ofvthe sahang, 
which are first bleached, by sprinkling with water and exposing them 
in the sun, renewing the sprinkling until they become white. This 
mat is of a fine quality. The third is the Ape Niaii ; this is again 
finer than the preceding, and is manufactured from the hark of the 
Hibiscus Tiliaceus, orVinghou of the natives. The fourth is the Amea, 
and is the most valued ;^it is a fine strong mat, but is not manufactured 
of a^ large size as the other varieties. II is made from the bark of 
a species of Urtica,t called by the natives Amea, from which the mat 
also takes its name. Ape is the general term for a mat or anything 
that serves for similar purposes. The war mats are of the same tex- 
ture as the Ape "^ala, but of a Smaller size ; four of these are worn 

* A R^tuma chief, who ai^ximpanied us to the Island of Erromanga, brought 
from that island, on our returning tliitlier, a stone which he seemed very solicitous 
of preserving : on questioning him fur what purpose he designed it, ho replied, that 
it was to place over the grave' of his chiKl, who had died the day previous U» his 
departure from R6tiima, adding that R6tuma people like to place stones brought 
from another land over the graves of their family or friends. For what reason he 
could not tdl, farther than that it was their custom. ^ 

•f The flax from the bark of this tree is also used for mukiiig tboir fishing lines 
and nets. « . t 
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together, fastened round the waist, when going to meet their enemies; 
they are placed each over the other, and so arranged as to display two 
deep vandyl^os decorated with red feathers on the edge of each, except 
tlic upper one, which has two oblong strips ornamented in a similar 
manner. It is usual to eiupmy their women in the manufacture of the 
mats, a process so tedious iis to occupy six months or more in the com- 
pletion of one. Th/^*y also manufactured cloth of various degrees of 
fiiieiioss, from the bark of die Ulu or bread-fruit tree, and the dial 
or pa])er-niTdherry tree. This cloth they call Wor ; it is stained of 
various colours prwureA fponi native plants. The bark is beaten by a 
wooden instriiinent named la, of a sifiiilar form to that employed 
in Olliers of the* {Polynesian Islands. The method of manufacture is 
also the same, and lias .been so*often and correctly described, that an 
account of it is here unnecessary. 

Considerable simikirity, as regards features and general habits, ex- 
ists between the natives of Rdtuma and tlioso of Tonga tabu, yet they 
differ widely from eacli other in strength and bulk of stature, the 
ft»rmer being much less muscular than the latter, and less capable of 
f.‘riduTing hardship or fatigue. Presuming that these people came 
originally from some of the Kriciidly Island group, it would appear 
that the natives of Ro'tuinahave^degeiierated from their aboriginal stock. 
This opinion of their descent is strengthened by the fact, that about 
a year jirevious to our visit, a canoe bad arrived there from Toiigatabu ; 
it contained inaiiy natives from thence, none of whom, however, re- 
mained among them. It has been long customary for a large canoe, 
couiaining a hundred or more jiersons of both sexes, to leave the Island 
of Tongatabu fbr the purpose of visiting the Fid ji Islands, and it is not 
improbable that being driven by tempestuous weatlu'r out of the sight 
of land, they may have reached some island before unknown to them. 
An innate love of niamiiig seems to exist among these people ; they 
set sail without any fixed [uirpose in one of their large canoes : few ever 
return, aonie«probably perish, others drift on islands cither uninhabit- 
ed, or if inhabited, they mingle with the natives, and tend to produce 
those varieties of the human race which are so observalile in the Poly- 
nesian Archipelago. I frequently asked those of Ru'tuma what object 
they liad in leaving their fertile island to risk the perils of the deep ? 
the reply invariably was, “ Rotunia ninii want to see new Wnd:” they 
thus run before the wind until tliCy fall in with,somc island, or perish 
ill a storm. Cook and othersf relate numerous instances of this kin^ ^ 

The following circumstance, which came under iny observation, still 
farther illustrates this ojnnion. In April llliJO, ou landing at the 
Island of Tucopia, which is situated jii latitude 12® South, longi- 
tude 1(59® O' East, I observed among tli<? people two natives of Rdtuma ; 
their presence did not at first occasion me much wirprise, conceiving 
it probable that they had been left there by, whalers. On inquiry, 
however, I found they came down liefore the trade wind from that 
island, and were unable to return they said there were others of 
their countrymen there also, where they had resided ten years; and 
had been kindly treated by the inhabitants ; they, however, appeared 
anxious to return to their “ home they were both middle-ageu men. 
A short time ^previous to our arrival at the Island of Rdtuma, a canoe 
with strangers had arrived, but* from whalt island could not be ascer- 
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taiued. I saw one of tliein^ a line-looking man, of the Asiatic cast 
of countenance ; he seemed very sullen and adverse to answering ques- 
tions^ that is, if he understood them, which very probably he did nut. 
It is on facts, and numerous facts alone, we can depend to elucidate 
this highly interesting subject ; hypothecs may be infinitely multi- 
plied, and each may appear equally plausible, but facSs ^collected from 
authentic sources can alone set at rest a ’questioiv which has excited 
such general attention in the minds of those interested in the study 
of the varieties of the human race. 

Of religion, they seem« as far as I could ascer<;ain,rto«possess very in- 
distinct ideas ; they believe that the spirits of deceased persons visit 
them after death, to appease whom they often make ofierings, and 
hang up in their houses bunches of a'shnib namdd Tenteii, and wear 
it about their persons, for the purpose *bf keeping away evil spirits, 
for which it is considered to possess the virtue. A^hey appear to have 
no idea of a future state. The white people,’* they observe, tell 
us that there is a heaven for good and a hell for bad men, but Kdtuma 
man not know.** On asking one of them whether this man, pointing 
to a dying lldtuma native, was afraid to die ? No,** was the answer, 

wliy should he ?** Then where does he expect to go after death ?’* 
** Why, Sir, if man die on shore, go in the ground ; if man die on 
board ship, go into the sea," was the reply.* A shout similar to the 
war-cry was raised when the body of one drho had died on board 
was consigned to the deep; the chief to whose tribe he belonged, 
informed us this was intended as a compliment, ** because he was 
a quick man, go up tree, catch plenty coco-nuts, catch plenty grtlb.** 
The reason assigned by the natives of Rdtiima why* many of their 
countrymen die at Erromanga (one of the New Hebrides) was, ** That 
they killed the Erromanga people, and that their spirits haunted 
them to death.'* They have. houses where the olferings are made, but 
have no idols, and oii the death or illness of a chief, a joint of the 
little finger is taken off as an offering ; they also cut themselves with 
hatchets on the death of a chief. 1 observed at this island, as at Ton« 
gatabu, the women with circular sciirs over their bodies, which had 
been caused by the application of fire : some had them only on the 
chest, others" covering nearly the whole of the body. This was effect- 
ed by rolling up a piece of Wor, or native cloth, in a circular form, 
setting it on fire, an(] then strikini^'it on the skin; this is practised 
on\ the death of a chief, or of parents. * If the loss be a mother, the 
chest and breast are the ])arts burned ; if a father, the back only. 
It was among the females alone that 1 observed this custom to pre- 
vail, who may ^Frequently be s^en almost entirely covered with re- 
cent burns on which the vesidles remained, without uttering any ex- 
pression of pain ; s'lch is the force of custom. I met with a middle- 
aged female who was .covered with recent burns, still in a blistered 
state ; she informed me that it was for the death of the chief Konau : 
these burns were on the back, ^ but the poor creature must have 
seen much trouble in her lifetime, as she had the marks of former ones 
still visible covering her back, arms, breasts, &c. and many of the 
recent ones over places where others had been before. It is said not 
only here, but at other of the Polynesian Islands, that burning or 
cutting themselves has the effect of attsuaging or dissipating grief, as 
the pain produce^} by the burns or cuts causes them to forget their 
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mental to attend to their bodily suffering. On entering a house, the 
hospitable inhabitants always place some refreshment of coco-nuts, 
yams, &c.* before strangers. I once was induced to enter one to 
ascertain the cause of accents of distress which 1 heard issuing, and I 
found a |)oor old woman sitting solitary on the ground crying most 
piteously, tears ubundaptly flowing down her cheeks: it was for the 
death of her son, her only child, who, anxious ‘‘ to see new land,'* had 
visited the Island of Krroinangfi in a vessel, and was one among a 
number of otl^ers who had fallen victims there of fever. Even in the 
midst of her grief, th^ poor old creature did not forget the rites of hos- 
pitality ; she placed bread-fruit, bananas, &c. before mo, of which, 
however, I did»rx>t partake, but gave her some heads before 1 departed, 
as some consolatioh in the mklst of her troubles. The natives of this 
island use the Kava or Ava as a beverage, similar to other islands in 
this sea, and culti\>ate it for the purpttse, but I did not observe that it 
was used to any excess. The Kava bowls are neatly maiiutiictuTed 
from the wood of the fifau tree. 

The dances at this island are peculiarly interesting, and take place 
by torch-light ; they resemble those I had prexucmsly seen at Tonga- 
tabu ; by the men they were performed with much action in both slow 
and quick movements, with ^the usual accoiTipaninients of clajiping of 
hands, keeping accurate? time with a monotonous hut pleasing song from 
the party who composed the orchestra. TJie spectators applauded aiuit 
encouraged the dancers by frequent shouts of " jMariai, jMariai !’* (well 
done.) The females executed their part with considerable grace, in a 
sfow and regular movement, whicb, added to the tasteful manner in which 
they had deefirated themselves with liuwers for the qccasion, produced a 
pleasing effect. ()*ie dance by the whole ‘‘ corps (h haUeV* was pecu- 
liar ; the women formed the first row, and the men two other rows ; 
much grace was displayed by the females in the sinking of the body, 
forming the graceful curtesy of the European ladies ; the song which 
accompani^ this dance was agreeable, though plaintive ; the slow 
movement was concluded by one of very quick and rapid action by the 
male dancers, the women merely singing, clapping the hands, and 
making a slight movement of the feet in perfect time with the dance. 
All the dances we witnessed here were totally devoid of the disgusting 
and indecent actions exhibited in the dances at Tahiti, New Zealand, 
and others of the Polynesian I^ands. We wgre entertained one day 
by the war-dance and a mock combat ; as the latter was intendedjto de- 
monstrate to us their mode of conducting warfare, 1 shall give a 
short sketch of the engagement. The party consisted of upwards of 
one hundred men, armed with hoibeluongs (clubs), spears, and baskets 
of stones ; the highest chief present, 'who in this instance was the king's 
brother, headed the party. The preparation fui^action commenced by 
deafening shouts and shrieks, and furious stiynping, which was done to 
intimidate their adversaries ; this was followed by a propitiatory song 
to the spirits for victory. A fpw warriors adi^aiiec from the main 
body and engage in single combat, with spears and clubs, with the 
warriors of the adverse party ; if they conquer, the whole adverse body 
dy. The jtone-throwers are then dispatched to annoy the retreating 
party by their missiles, which, by the accuracy of aim, acquired by con- 
stant practice, they do witli*"great effect. The death of some of the 
warriors generally decides the victory. The entire of the successful 
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purty pursue the beaten one, and usually kill great niimbers with 
their clubs. In this mock combat several fell as if dead, and if a 
chief, lie was stripped of his iillet of shells* and club, t/hich were 
taken as tropliies by the victors. At the conclusion of the combat, 
the whole of the dead bodies of the enemy are dragged and pre- 
sented, togi'ther with the trophies, to the highest chief .of the victo- 
rious party, and then counted to ascertain the niynbor of slain. It 
was a forniidable sight to witness so many clubs brandished in the air, 
accompanied by deafening war shouts and yells. They use the club 
with great skill, and it n formidable wca])on wlieiu welded by per- 
sons accustomed to its use. The clubs as well as the s])ears, the 
latter being from fifteen to twenty feet in length, rfirc formed from 
the wood of the Toa-tree (Casuarina- equisetifolfa). Even in this 
petty island, the desire of the human race* to tlestroy their own species 
is manifested ; their fury being also excited to a great degree by their 
emulating songs. 

As an evidence of the great desire of the natives of both sexes to leave 
their native land, 1 may mention the offers which were made to the com- 
mander of the ship, of baskets of potatoes and hogs, as an inducement to 
be carried to the island of Erromanga, where our vessel was next bound 
to. Two hundred were taken on board for the purpose of cutting Sandal 
wood, but from the unhealthy state in which we found the island on 
^ our arrival, and the numerous deaths that had hccurred among native 
* gangs that had been brought by other vessels for a similar purpose, we 
returned to Hdtuma and landed them all safely. The perfect apathy 
with which they leave parents and connexions, departing with strangers 
to a place respecting which they are in total ignorance, is quite sur];>ris- 
iiig, placing an unbounded confidence in those differing in colour, lan- 
gua^, and customs from themselves : the young timid female, to whom 
a ship was a novelty, those who had never before seen a ship, were all 
anxious to visit foreign climes, — even, tht*y said, London. 

On the 25tb of IVlarch the jollv-boat, in returning to the ship (Sophia) 
with a load of firewood, the wind blowing fresh at the time, was upset in 
the surf ; the Midshipman m charge of her (Mr. F. Lamb) and one sea- 
man perished : boats were sent as soon as the accident was seen from the 
ship, which succeeded in saving the remainder of the crew. This acci- 
dent proved,, only the precursor of one yet more serious. From the 
25th the wind blew very strong from west-north-west, and north-north- 
west^ with a heavy sea running into the ba5, and prevented our depar- 
ture. On the 27th, the gales increasing in violence, the other anchors 
were let go, the top-gallant and top-masts were struck, and the main 
and fore-yards lowered on the deck. From the violent pitching of 
the ship we dreacted the cables pcerting, while the heavy foaming break- 
ers astern rendered .gur situation most perilous. The wind from the 
27th to the 29th occasioudly moderated ; but from constantly blowing 
into the btty, all attempts' at getting under way were unavailing. On 
the 30th March a heavy sw^ll rolled into the bay ; the weather, however, 
was now fine and clehr, the gale had*moderated, and we were anxiously 

• AU the chiefs were distinguished by fillets of white shells /oviila ovum) 
around thtf head, in the centra of which was the famed and beautiful fjyprea aurora, 
or Orange cowry. The same kind •are also worn by the chiefs both of the Fidji 
and Friendly Isuindb. 
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looking for a favourable moment to put to sea. About eleven a.m. the 
sky became again overcast, with every appearance of a bc:*vy squall 
coming on frtim the old quarter, the north-west. It soon commenced 
blowing furiously, acconqianied by heavy rain ; this sqiiail was followed 
by a strong the violence of which, with the lieavy sea rolling into 
the bay, soon our hempen cables to part, and we perceived that 

w'e were gradually Cj^raggiiig our chain-cubic and anchor, and drifting 
towards the shore. As the sl.ip approached tlie breakers, she rolled and 
pitched tremendously ; all hands were assembled on the poop> across 
which life ropc« viere thrown, and all remain tsd in anxious expectation 
of the first shock. A number of the cruav were de>irou8 that the anchor 
should be cut UAVfW, and the sliip drive broadside on, as a greater chance 
of saving our lives ;• fortunately the commander and olhcors concurred 
in letting the ship drag he!* anchor, as it kc[>t her head to Avind. 
When we first perceived that we were driving on shore, guns were fired 
to induce caniies to be in readiness to afford us assistance ; llio sea how- 
ever was too high to render it })racticablc : crowds of natives were seen 
assembled on the beach. A rock was now seen close to our stern ; we 
had driven far into the hay> and the striking was momentarily expected, 
but by putting the helm up, and with the assistance of the driver, we. 
passed it without injury and drove fartlier in. About one P.m. she 
struck, hut not so viohnitJy as aVus expected : the rudder was soon lost ; 
she pitched heavily, hu», again floated, striknig at intervals ; she ground 
duAvu the soft coral rocks and Avent fiirther in, until she ap])eared to us 
to have been brought up by her anchor, Avhicli probably held some rock. 
The outer rocks which we had passed now afforded a breakwater, and 
the sea broke furiously over them, Avhicli otlierAvise Avould have deluged 
the ship. The reef inside the surf was of some extent, and was nearly 
dry at Ioav Avater ; but the tremendous surf that raged, and offset con- 
seciucnt on it, renderec^ all attempts to land unavailable.' The gale 
still continuing Avith great violence, with no appearance of an abatement, 
about four ]\Ir. Jones, the second officer, and four seamen volun- 
teered to venture iii a boat astern of the ship, (whicJi still rode head 
to wind, being kc])t by her anchor in that position,) and endeavour to 
land and convey a hawser from the ship to the reef j the boat fortu- 
nately reached the reef in safety after a hassardous passage. A kedge- 
anchor, Avliich Avas taken in the boat, was fastened to reef, but 
the hawser attached to it in oommuni cation Avitli the ship getting 
entangled among the coral* rocks Avas rendered useless. Fronuthe 
success of the jolly-boat, a Avhale-boat was loAvered, and sent m u 
similar manner to the reef; it made two passages in safet}’^, taking 
some sick Ncav Zealanders that Avere on board. The surf increased 
still higher Avith the rising tide, and *tlic jolly-boat reluming from the 
reef avus swamped and soon dashed to pieces again^ the rocks ; the tAvo 
men in her Avere saA'^ed with difficulty by ropes from the ship. After this 
accident, and as the surf Avas tremendous, it AA*as not thought* advisable 
to venture any mote of the boats this evening. , As the tide rose, the ship 
floated as if in a basin ; tlie gale rather increased thhn diminished with 
the approaching darkness, and no very agreeable night Avas anticipated. 
The sliip rode comparatively easy from six to eleven p.m., but after that 
period, and libout niidnight, as the tide ebbed, she struck violently, 
sAvinging about and receiving sneh severer shocks as to shake the Avliole 
fabric. The car^icnter was almost constantly sounding, and reported 
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the agreeable intelligence that she made no water. AQier a sleepless 
night, at dawn of day on the 31st the weather had moderated, so as to 
enable us to employ the boats in removing stores, baggage, &c. from 
the ship to the shore. The weather coi^tinued squally and unsettled 
during the day, and tlie gale again increasing towards night, the crew 
were all safely landed. Only one accident occurred, which, fortunately, 
did not prove of any serious consequence— one of the boats under charge 
of Mr. Hays, the third officer, was^upset in the surf; the stores, Sic, 
in her were lost, but the crew were saved !»y another of the boats. We 
formed a tent at a part of the bay named Hahis:, wher% we landed the 
baggage, &c. The natives ^wre very friendly, assisting ns in erect- 
ing the tent, bringing provisions, Ac. The weather continued very 
tempestuous until the 2nd of April, when moderating, the ship was 
got off and again anchored in the bay, wiTtliont having made any water 
of consequence. By the aid of native divers we procured the lower 
part of our rudder, it was united to the upper portion which remained 
attached to the ship, and being shipped, we were enabled to leave this 
unfortunate bay on the 8th of April. There were several whalers who 
had just arrived at the lee-sidc of the island, and some of the natives 
reported our situation to them in the following exaggerated manner— 
** That the ship had broke into ten thousand ])ieces this having been 
repeated to another native^ he said it was n6t so bad as that, hut a 
large hole had been knocked in her stern, w'fiich the carpenter was 
endeavouring to stop to keep the water out/' We succeeded in re- 
moving our stores, &c. from the shore to the ship, without any material 
loss from the natives. 

Much wonder was excited, when I exhibited to the* natives of this 
island coloured engraving of flowers, birds, butterflies, &c. ; they ima- 
gined them to be the original plant or butterfly attached to the paper- 
no mean compliment to the artist. The engravings in Charles Bell's 
Anatomy of Expression always excited much interest when sliown to 
the Polynesians ; the plate representing Laughter never fifiled of excit- 
ing sympathy. *A caricature representation of one of the fashionable 
belles of 1828 puzzled them exceedingly ; some thought it ** a bird," 
others that it was a nondescript of some kind, but when they were 
told that it was a Haina London, or P^nglish lady, they laughed, and 
said Parora^ ** you are in joke," so incredible did it seem to their unso- 
phisticated minds. , ^ - 

Qne species of snake is found on the island, which is innocuous ; it 
is namea Alet by the natives, is of a brown colour, and about two feet 
commonly in length. A specimen which I brought to England, pre- 
served in spiriti^ is deposited in Jthe Museum of the Royal College of 
Surgeons in London. * 

The natives also manufacture from the leaves of the Pandanus, small 
pockets, named Hatfara^ some of which are very neatly ornamented ; in 
them they keep their trifles, &c. 

In concluding the account of this beautiful island, we may observe 
with Make Brun,*that — " A new’Cythera emerges from the bosom of 
the enchanted wave. An amphitheatre of verdure rises to our view; 
tufted groves mingle their foliage with the brilliant qpamel of the 
meadows; an eternal spring, combining with an*' eternal autumn, dis- 
plays the opening blossom nlobg with the ripened fruits.’* 

« (To be continued.) 
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SKIRMISH IN FKRSIA. 

BY CABT. JAMES EDB'AIII^ ALEXANDER, (LATE) 16tI1 LANCERS. 

May Ulluh 8c our guide iu this expedition !” suid Abdoollah Khan 
to his Aga ; the Sjiah, the threshold of the world's glory, has given 
us a diiticult part to* play, but Iiishallah (please God) we will burn the 
fathers of the Russians, and cut otf a detachment or two before they 
can fall back into •Georgia.’* Ry niy fathor’s bearer!” replied the 
Aga, " we will show them what it is to/rospass on the territory of the 
true believers, (jiirumsak, the rascals ! did they imagine they could 
pitch their tents on tlu^ plains Iran, consume its fruits, and trample 
on its corn with impunity ^ No, no, the unclean Giours will drink of 
the sherbet of death by oiir blades, and their hearts will be cold ere 
long ! But, Abdoollah Khan, in the name of Ullah, let us make some 
play, look here is a Meidan (or plain) fit for exercising Toorkoinunee 
steeds and striking the angle of his broad stirrup into his horse's 
flank, and calling out a Delhi-Khaii, or hair>brained young fellow from 
the troop, the gallant Aga dashes after him with his light bamboo 
spear in rest. 

The Aga, like his chiof, was? arrayed in a blue cloth surcoat, fltting 
tight to the shape, and over it was a steel* cuirass ; his head was also 
defended by a metal skull-cap terminating in a spike, and from it 
streamed two or three long feathers ; chain-mail covered tlie ears and 
hung down on his shoulders. Ills full scarlet trow>ers, or shulwas, 
were met below the knees by brown sharp- toed boots ; a pair of pistols 
with chased silver butts, and an ivory-hilted dagger, were in bis shawl 
sash, and under his left saddle flap was a Damascus blade. The Delhi- 
Kliaii, and his live hundred comrades, wore black caps of Bochnra 
lainb-skiu, (nicely pinched in at the top to show the silk or shawl 
lining,) clot^ surcoats of different colours^^ and their arms were, lances, 
long guns, and curved sabres with ivory bandies. 

“ Ya Ulluh!” cried the Aga to the Deihi-Khan, if you don’t be- 
stir yourself, 1 shall send you to Khlis.” The youth replied by un- 
slinging his tophaik and continuing at s])eed ; he drew the ball, and 
turiiiiig completely round in his saddle, he levelled and ^fi red at the 
Aga, Avlio shaking his spear over kis shoulder made a feisit at him, then 
griisfutig his spear with his 8ridle hand, he drew forth a jereed or jjive- 
lin, which he darted at the Dclhi-Khaii, who avoided it by stooping to 
bis saddle bow, then wheeling round he became in his turn the pur- 
suer. They thus continued for some time making a^ display of their 
Parthian horsemanship, and circling* round and round each other, 
whilst the rest looked im in admiration as they ccuitiiiued their nmrch, 
and occasionally shouting, Shabash, excellently done ! Mnshallahs, 
praise be to God ! ^ • 

The mists of the morning were rolling off the hills “ like a garment” 
as the party of Kizzilbash ascetided*a steep and rugged road ; the stones 
were wet and slippery, but the horsemen heeded them not ; and throw- 
ing their reins on their horses' necks, they left them to pick out their 
own way ; tlien producing their flint and steel they lighted their che- 
boiiks or long Turkish pipes, aiiid*«aonsol^d themselves with the aroma- 
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tic fumes of Shiraz tobacco. The Khan called his musician^ who 
clearing his throaty took out a naper from his breast and struck up a 
wild though plaintive air, which was echoed from the opposite cliffs. 
But a stop was soon put to his singings b^ an exclamation from one of 
the foremost of the party, who pointed to a pinnacle of the rocks over- 
head, on which was seated an eagle, which unconcernedly eyed the 
horsemen from liis commanding height. The KJiaii galloped below 
him and was taking aim, when the king of birds rose majestically in 
the air, and the bullet whistled harmlessly psist him. 

The precipieSfS were imw clothed with trees ef gigantic size, consist- 
ing of pines, oaks, beech, and maple. Nature seemed to have chosen 
this district to revel in unrestrained grandeur, for he,^ works were on 
the most magniticcnt*scale, and the rocks were ignited to the vegetation. 
Life too was given to this mountain landscape by a swollen torrent, 
which rushed in white foam and with noisy impetuosity over the 
ledges which obstructed its progress to the sea ; on the steep banks, 
and far below the Kizzilbash, covbys of red-legged partridges were 
observed running actively about among the stones, and picking up the 
scattered seeds of the wild oat. 

> The Wsemeii continued to wind for some time among the hills, till a 
sudden turn of the road brought them in sight of the wide expanse of the 
Caspian. It was a glorious prospect. Immense masses of black forests, 
inhabited by tigers, skirted the shores, in which'> since the waters of the 
deluge subsided and left the ark on the hoary head of Agri-dagh, the 
sound of the hatchet has seldom been heard ; silence brooded over them 
except when the tempest caused the fcliage to wave like iields of grain 
as the branches groaned and wailed in struggling with tLe blast, whilst 
the roar of the brindled tenants resounded through the gloomy recesses. 
No wreaths of smoke curling over the trees indicated human habitations, 
or cleared spots the labours of the agricu^Uunst. These ancient 
woods seemed abandoned to' wild beasts, who ranged them unharmed 
by the bold hunters. Into the sea, headlands advanced«.and formed 
deep bays, in one of which the white sails of a vessel appeared like a 
sea-bird skimming the waters, whilst a lively breeze had set tlie bil- 
lows in motion, and white-crested they rolled to the beach. 

** Alhnmdullilah, praise be to 6od,’^ said the Khan, here is a 
caravanserai at last, though the graves of those who allowed it to go to 
ruin should be defiled ; however, by *«he head of Alii, it is better than 
nothing ; quick, you lazy furaches, and sw^ep a place in an upper room, 
and spread my numid (belt) and carpet, for I am as tired as if I had 
sent an hundred G'iours to the Father of Evil.” 

The caravanserai was, os usual, a square stone enclosure surrounding 
a yard ; round three of the sides of the court were piazzas divided into 
rooms, and behind them were large stables for the horses of wayfarers ; 
on the fourth side of the building was the arched gateway, over which 
were a few small roomsl," but omy one of these was habitable as the 
ceiling of the others had fallen in. The sturdy Khan dismounting with 
a groan, clambered ' to the upper kpartments and immediately threw 
himself on his carpets; a boy then handed him a fresh caleoon, the 
grateful fumes of which, with some strong coffee, considerably revived 
him, and he reclined contentedly stroking Ins beard and ticking to him- 
self, till the Aga appeared tdmultanQousTy with the evenings meal. 
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A long chintz cloth being sj)read on the ground before the two chiefs, 
an attendant ’brought in a metal basin and ewer^ and after they had 
washed their* hands and eaten some ripe fruit, two broad flour cakes 
were placed on the clotli and a tray of smoking rice ; on seeing which 
the Khan pronounced the bf&millah or grace, and jilungiiig his hand 
into the white h^p he brought out a fowl, which was quickly dismem- 
bered, and dip'ping portions into cups of sauce, in a few minutes the 
fowl became a skeleton ; spoonfulls of cool sherbet having washed it 
down, the caleoons were again pfodiiced, and they sat comfortably 
together till ihessojind pf angry voices, which Jiad for some time been 
heard from the court below, becoming |puder, compelled the Aga to 
descend and qiie^ J:hc tumult. 

He found tlie troopers quarrelling about tlieir quarters for the night ; 
the younger and more active had seized on what the elders considered 
was their right, and /rom words they were proceeding to blows, when 
the Aga producing his jereed laid about him on either side, softening 
the shoulders of the high contending ])arties, abusing their female re- 
latives, and turning out those who could not be accommodated within 
the walls of the caravanserai to bivouac under some trees outside. , 

Before betaking himself to his repose the Khan looked out from his 
window and observed the mountains before him to be capped witli a 
mass of angry black clouds ; th^fy were piled confusedly on one another, 
and the light grey scud was drifted swittly Across them ; the wind, cold 
and moist, swept over the caravanserai and sighed on the untenanted 
chambers, and the face of Nature bes{)oke a coming storm. The Per- 
sians in the court quickly rolled up their carpets, aiid huddled together 
into the stable^ beside their Iiorses, all of which were now turned out 
and their places occupied by men ; a few warning drops of rain were 
then succeeded by a torrent,' the distant thunder growled and reverbe- 
rated among the hills, aqd the lightning showed at frequent intervals 
their rugged outlines ; the noise of the conflicting elements was so great 
that it was d^licult to hear oneself speak, and though many essayed to 
sleep, few were visited by ‘ Nature’s best restorer.’ 

Tlie storm was at its height, when a peasant in a red fur cap and 
coarse blue garments, with tiic rain streaming from his person, sought 
shelter iu the caravanserai. Punah bo Kliooda, God he iny protec- 
tion !” said he, what a night ! surely the spirits of mischief are abroad, 
and are frightening us with thcir»gambols. Wullah ! I hope they will 
not harm my poor sheep ; but they may amuse \hemselves with tlvese 
Russians if tliey like, and if they sweep them into tlie sea it woul8 be 
a happy riddance to our village/’ ** Russians ! what Russians?” ex- 
claimed half a dozen voices eagerly. are we near the Pedursug ?” 

Near ! ay within two fursungs of die devourers of tiiiclean meat,— 
may they be confounded !” ^ 

The information that a party of 300 of the enemy occupied a village 
within two hours’ march of the caravanserai wa% quickly communicated 
to the Khan ; a council of war was held, the peasant was closely inter- 
rogated as to the position of the Roos, aud after a short deliberation it 
was determined that three hours before daylight the march should be 
resumed, and the enemy if possible surprised. Sleep was no longer 
courted by thft Kizzi]|bash, but a general inspection of arms took place, 
their pieces were newly primoi1,an(| sabres sharpened with care ; there 
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was not much talking except now and then a Toof be rwh** would T)e 
heard, and one would exclaim to his neighbour " 1 spit on the beards of 
the rascals, and mean to secure at least half a dozen Of their dir^ 
heads some again attempted to strike up a lively air, but the strain 
soon became grave and touched on scenes of domestic happiness and of 
those who, sitting at the solitary hearth, might mourn absence of the 
soldier, husband, or son, whose presence was* once ][ight to their eyes. 

At the appointed time, the troopers led forth their steeds and mount- 
ed in silence, the stars and the dying embers of their hres scarcely 
affording sufficient light tto enable each man to* distinguish his charger. 
The gurgling of a few caleoona was heard, and a few opium boxes were 
used as the Kizzilbash mustered outside the gateway^ and then can- 
tioiisly wended their way under the guidance pf the peasant, who ran 
beside the stirrup of the Khan. The Agfi counted the files as they rode 
along, and rated soundly some careless youths, wlio had lin^red be- 
hind to collect their light baggage. The march was continued in anxi- 
ety and with hearts beating high with excitement, till at the termina- 
tion of the* plain which the party had been traversing for some time, 
and at the bottom of some broken ground, a distant twinkling light was 
descried, on which the guide touching the knee of the Khan, said. 

Yonder are the Giours,’* and a halt was immediately ordered. 

The Russian detachment, over which destruction seemed now' im- 
pending, hud occupied an Advanced position ntrar the (/uspiaii, and on 
the breaking out of the late war had received orders to rctiie by forced 
marches beyond the Araxes into Georgia. In complying with the 
orders to retrograde, the Russians, after a fatiguing march, had reached 
the above-mentioned village, into which they gladly threw themselves, 
and occupied it for the niglit in fancied security. Sentries were posted 
at the two entrances to the village, which communicated with a road 
which led through it. But the commandant, rnrelcss from fatigue, had 
neglected to observe that there were certain breaches in the walls 
which ought also to have been guarded, and, allowing Lri officers and 
men to scatter themselves in the empty houses which the inhabitants 
had abandoned, the detachment sought repose. 

A watcliful sentinel, wrapped in his great coat, and pacing backwards 
and forwards at his post, fancies he hears a dull sound at some distance 
from him op the plain ; he listens, but a gust of wind agitates the leaves 
of a tree near him and distracts hinr from what had excited his atten- 
tion. The breeze blowing over the damp ground chills his frame, and 
he attempts to beguile the tedium of the night hour by humming a 
plaintive air of the Ukraine, and impatiently he looks forward to the 
time of his relief; suddenly he is struck down by the blow of a sabre 
from behind, liis musket goes off in his fall, which is the prelude to a 
desperate strife. 

A few of the bravest of the Persians had been ordered by the Khan 
to dismount, and to creep towards and endeavour to dispatch the sen- 
tries, whilst the rest, divided into two bodiesi» were to penetrate the 
villa^ by the unguarded breaches. A dropping shot or two is first 
heard, succeeded by loud shouts Alii ! The Russians, roused from their 
slumbers, grasp thw arms, and most of them ivithout C^ing time to 
accoutre themselves rush into the lanes. The Pemians, to augment the 
confusion, set fire to several the houses ; with the glare of ruddy 
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flames illuminating tbeir ferocious countenances they charge down on 
the scattered toemy^ confused and separated from their leaders ; gal-* 
lantly and in despair the devoted infantry stood back to back^ and 
attempted to repel their bloodthirsty foes^ but their courage is unavail- 
ing^ and though the bayonef may pierce the breast of the steeds the 
keen blade of thc^ horseman lays the foot soldier low. 

The work of* death contibnes amidst the cries of the combatants, the 
groans of the wounded, and the roaring and crackling of the burning 
roofs ; the Russians, quitting the laAes^ seek to conceal themselves in the 
houses^ but the l^rjiaiis, with bared arms, caps thrown back, and tucked 
up skirts, pursue them on foot, bring theqi forth from their concealment, 
and with imprecation slay them without mercy- The Khan saves a 
handful of prisoners,iand some piorc escape amongst the rocks which 
border a stream which washed* the village walls. 

On the following iqorning tiie decapitation of the bodies of the slain, 
and of many who still breathed, occupied the Persians, whilst the 
heads of some of their own people, after removing the beards, were 
added to the bloody heap, which was divided into sacks, placed on led 
horses, and the whole to be brought in triumph as trophies of a victory 
to the Shah, who would cause pillars of heads to be raised to com- 
memorate the triumph of the true believers. 


KPITAPH ON TflK LATK COLOUR-SERJ BANT ROBINSON, 
5 th RK6IMBNT. 

Wu transcribe with feelings of merited respect and regret, the subjoined 
appropriate epitaph on the late Serjeant James Robinson ; — 

Slicred to the memory of 
Jamfs Robinson, 

lilte first Colour-Serjeantof his Majesty’s Vth Foot, 
who having been ordered by the General of the District, 
in command of 7 soldiers, and with an equal force of police, 
on a special service, disguised, and armed only with pistols, 
was recognised, and, with his party, attacked by a large body 
of the country people, armed with guns, scythes, &c. &c. 
when, after bravely defending themselves, spending 
all their ammunition, and killing and grounding 
several. He w'as brutally butchei'ed w'ith a 
hatchet, and 3 soldiers and a policeman 
wounded, near Ballinacally, in this 
County,* on the eighth of May, 

1831 .^ « 

As no man in his R^ment stood higher 
in Uie estunation of his Omcers and brother Soldiers, 

so • . , 

the general indignation excited by his cruel and untimely fate 
was only surpassed by the s^^ixiety of the whqle corps 
to record their regret for the soldier, 
and esteem £or the man, 

. to whose valour and whose worth they united to raise this 
. • . MEMORIAL. 


• Ciork. 
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TARGET PRACTICE. 

On 8'est attache* a Peiivi a perfcctinnner le chargcment dii fusil, a tircr uiie plus 
grande quantity de coups par minute, c*est*u dire n augmenter le bndt et la fum£e ; 
ailiis on n*a travaill4 iii a simplifier Tordre dans leqiiel ces foiix devoient etre fails, 
ni d determiner la meilieure posture dit soldat poui* bien ajuster, ni u faiie augmenter 
aon adresse sur ce point, ni a faire connotlreaux troupes la diffiLirence des portees et 
des tirs, ni enfiii a leiir cmSeigner jtisqu’u quel poiol il falloit compter ou ne pas 
compter sur le feu ; comment il falloit Temployer et le manager relativement au 
terrein, aiix circonstaiices, si Tospece d'arme qu'on a vis-a-vis de soi ; quand, en un 
mot, il falloit cesser d’eii faire usage, imilr charger renuemi a la bayonnette.*’— 
Gvjbert. ^ „ 

Thk arms of the infantry, are found much fault with by many 
officers of experience, who condemn the present m43|^et as inefficient 
on account of its great weight, its too .great lengtfi, and its bad con- 
struction; and it has been deemed matter of gre^it surprise, iliat » 
nation so pre-eminent as ours in the manufacture of all sorts of fire- 
arms, should still have the worst armed infantry in Europe. This 
surely is a subject which calls for serious consideration. But as few 
persons, perhaps, arc fully competent to give a just opinion on tlie 
expediency of a change, it may be more useful in the mean time to 
endeavour to point out means of improvement in the use of our arms 
such as they are. To this end it seems extremely desirable that proper 
places should be made at each military i^catian»for Target practice. 

Shooting-galleries might ^bc erected at almost every barrack, and on 
a plan at once safe and economicaL Build a wall parallel to any one 
of the four walls surrounding a barrack, at any distance which might 
be deemed expedient ; a shed at one end for the men to stand in, and 
at the opposite one, another for the target, with a small ihut near it for 
a marker, and the thing is done : there then only wants an iron-plate 
behind the target, and a cross-beam of timber at a proper he^ht and 
distance from the firing to catch any b^}l that might be fired at 

too great an elevation. The places which they have for xifle-practico 
at Geneva, and at most of the towns in Switzerland, and (be shooting- 
galleries in London, might afford other hints. 

As long ranges and short ranges are equally useful, the length of 
these gedleries might be determined by that of the ground, so that if at 
one place a range of sixty or eighty yards only could be obtained, at 
another the, ground might allow two hundred yards. Their breadth 
might be determined in like manner; room for a section would be 
enoiigh ; room for more than a company would never be required. In 
the sheds ought to be boards of orders containing instructions and direc- 
tions for the recruit, to regulate the practice, and to explain the princi- 
ples, traversing-rests. Sic. Before orders are given to the district en- 
gineers for the construction of thebe shooting-gculeries, let ouc be erect- 
ed at Woolwich, an^ proved by the scientific branch of the army.” 

As in 1816 non-commissioned officers, were sent to Mr. Angelo to 
learn the *s word exercise', and as men of cavalry regiments are still sent 
to St. John’s Wood to l^rn equitation, so let an officer and a certain, 
number of intelligl?nt meu from ebch regiment and depot be sent, to 
Woolwich, to be taught how to fire at a mark. 

These small detachments at W<^lwich might be made useful totheir 
corps in various wavs, as in teaching the exercise of grdlit giiits lyhen' 
opportunity offered, the construction of field-works, the making '^ , 
cartridges, &c. &c. Matthew Musret.*., 



THK'LVrE VOYAGE OP II. M. S. CHANTIGLEKR. 


The present is a favourable season for the pursuit of sdentitic objects 
abroad, and aocording-ly several naval expeditions of this nature are non' 
employed under the auspices of Ooveriiment, in the various parts of the 
world. In Canaifa. Com. IVayheld is proceeding with his survey of the St. 
Lawrence; in the iV^est Indies. Coni. II. Owen, commanding the Ulossorn, 
is actively employed surveying; in the Mediterranean, Com.t'opeland is en- 
gined with his survey of the Aroliipehigo ; and on the W estcrii Coasts of 
Arrica, Com. He^her is ponipieting those parts left unfniislied by the late 
Coin. Boteler.* At liomp, we have several naval officers surveying the 
coasts of England and Ireland, Mhich completes the list of our present sci- 
entific operation;# Connected with the naval service. In comparison with 
what yet remains to*beidone, if turn for instance to the Indian Ocean, 
the above list appears siiiall^ Ihit Ave must not complain. A spirit has 
been evinced by men iii power since the war, to take advantage of peaceable 
times. The numerous hut unfortunate expeditions to Africa — the valuable 
surveys of Capt. \V. H. Smyth in the Mediterranean— the extensive voyage 
of Capt. W. Owen in the Levon — the expeditions of Sir Jolin Franklin in 
North America — those of Sir Edward Parry to the Polar regions — that of 
Capt. King lately returned from surveying the shores of South America 
— and, finally, that of the ("hanticleer, under the late Capt. Foster, all tend 
to prove that such matters have t)peii held hi due estimation. 

If we wanted a proof of the progress of scipnee in the present day, we 
should assuredly point €b tlie voyage of tho Chanticleer. 7'he two chief 
objects, namely, pendulum experiments to obtain the true figure of the 
earth, and observations for difference of longitude, may. perhaps, be consi- 
derpd the principal desiderata in ,the present day both for the navigator 
and astronomer^ 

It bus been justly observed, that chronometers liave become the pride of 
modern navigatoi's, and that scarcely a well-found'* Jlritish ship goes to sea 
without them. So great a step attained in our merchant service, demands .a 
corresnonding encouragement on the part of Government, and .setting aside 
the value of it in other points of view, what can be more berieficial than afford- 
ing them thea means of turning these valuable machines to a still better 
account, by giving them well-iixed meridians to start afresh from, as they 
would from Greciiwicii, at each turn of their voyage ? A still better know- 
ledge would be thus acquired of chronometers, the longitude would he more 
easily ascertained by them, and from the various points thus establislted, 
others intermediate might be determineil with facility, from which geogra- 
phy would eventually derive Incalculable benefits. In additibn to these 
considerations, a scries of magnetic £cperiments w'c^e included among other 
objects of this voyage, which coinhined to render it one t)f the most intei^st- 
iiig and useful expeditions that have sailed from our shores since the days 
of Capt. Cook. Planned by men of the first experience, both in science 
and nautical knowledge, it was matured and submitted to the Admiralty 
only to be approved, apd ordered to bc« performed. (<dhi. Fostert was 

* Since this was written, Capt. Fitzroy has been appointed to his former vessel 
the Beagle, to complete the riiarts of Soutli America. * * 

i* Com. Henry Foster entered the navy in the year 1812, and successively served 
with the present Admii-als Bertie and Alexander in the Novth Sea and Channel 
Fleets. In 181 he joined Capt. Hickey in the B/ossofn, witli whom he served 
till the year 1810, in the capacity of Midshipman. At the time that this ship 
visited the Columbia River Avith the Commissioners to establish the boundary line 
between Great Britain an|} the United States, he commenced his scientific operas 
tknis by surveying the mouth of that rivej. When in the Urco/e, afterwards, with 
Commraore Bowles, he made a survey ot the north shore of the river lia Plats, 
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appointed to conduct the voyage in H. M.8. Ghantkleery which vea^lwas 
fitted out at Portfanouth unaei*’ his superintendence^ and supplied with sdl 
the instruments necessary to such a service. After having cmade experi*- 
tnents with the pendulum in high southern "latitudes, as well as near the 
jj^uator, and carried the cbronometric observations across the Atlantic and 
Btniopic oceans in vari^^parts^ it was intended on Ive return that he 
shoulu proceed with the atme purpose to the Pacific and Indian oceans, and 
thus encompass the whdlh>"|;lohe by a series of such fobservations. Being 
fully equipped and prepared for the ,first voyage^ the Chanticleer sailed 
from Falmouth in May 189S. 

The first place which the Chanticleer touched was th.e island of Ma- 
deira, the longitude of which wa*^ measured to an extraordinary degree of 
accuracy. From Madeira, the island of Teneriifc in thq. Canary group, and 
Saint Antonio, one of the Cape Verd islands, were suQK^stfively visited ; the 
latter forming a point of departure for ou{wArd-t>oAnd ships, it was desirable 
should be correctly laid down. From thence- the (Chanticleer proceeded to 
the island of Fernando Noronha, where she arrived on the 20th of June, 
and afterwards at Rio Janeiro in the middle of July. 

Few days were emjiloyed at Rio Janeiro in the Tiecessary observations and 
refitting the vessel, after which the Chanticleer sailed for the island of St. 
Catherine on the coast of Brazil, where she arrived on the third day. To 
a spectator entering the bay of St. Catherine, between the island or Arvo- 
redo, and Point Rapa, tho north point of St. Catherine's, the view is of the 
most magnificent kind. The island, as well as^tho main land, is covered 
with a profusion of folisige of the most beautiful description, on which tho 
eye rests with delight. The lofty summits of Mounts Babul and Cambe^ 
rella, are seen towering above the clouds, which cover the tops of the ad* 
jacent mountains on the coast, w^hile beyond them in the distance, those of 
the interior gradually blend their hue wrth the thin transparent at'mosplrere* 
Cedars, orange-groves, laurels, and a variety of other trcoc, among which 
the tufted palm is seen bending gracefully in the wind, cover the face of the 
whole country. Tho cabins of the peasantry overlor»k the bay, and enliven 
the scene by their white-washed walls, forming a pleasing contrast with tho 
dark green foliage by which they are surrounded^ The hay, which is form- 
ed by the island with the main, is capacious and safe, the high lands that 
surround it affording ample protection from all winds. 

The general anchorage is between the islands of Santa Cruz and the 
northern Raton Island, abreast of the town of San Miguel, which, from tlie 
houses being built apart from each other in a straggling manner, assumes a 


which was o^material service in constructing the present chart of that river. But 
it was not until serving in the Conteay^ iflider the command of (JapC. Basil Hall, 
that his scientific qualities were fully evinced, {n addition to the employment of 
surfbying, he was here intrusted with the use of a collection of astronomical instni- 
ments, which had been supplied to Capt. Hall by the Board of Longitude. With 
these he made some excellent observations, which with pendulum expeiteents, the 
first he ever undertook, obtained him |idmisBion into the Royal Sociefy^ His next 
appointment was to the Griper^ Capt. Clavering, on her voyage with Capt. t^abine 
to the coasts of Oreenl^md and Norway \ and on tin return of this ship, in 1824, 
he received his Lieutenant's rank. In the unsuooetkfiil voyage of Capt. Sir Edward 
Parry, in^wiiidb he lost thu Fury in Prince Regent'a Inlet|p Lieut. Foster had ae« 
Gompanied him as astronomer to the expedition. Here ho employed the leisure 
afforded by an arcti<^ winter, in making some exceedingly interesting observationa 
on magnetism, refraction, and the velocity of sound, besides those connected with 
determining latitude andlon^tude. ' For these observations, which are printed in 
the Philosophical Transactions, on tte return of the last expedition of Capt., Parry 
from Spitzbeigen, wliither he had mscompanied him, Lieut. Fetter received thq 
Co}dey Medal of the Royal SodetXy and in half an hour after his (kimniander's raw* 
His appointment to the, present voyage t<fi>k ptace a few days afterwards. , . 
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res|)«otiible apjieanuice at a distance. The delusion, however, vanishes cin 
impronohing it, and it turns out to be formed of a few insignilicai^t builditif^. 
The principal object which attracts the attention on nearing the is a 
largo water-mill, which is turned by a stream of water conveyed from a 
neighbouring hill by an aqueduct. Ships genei'ally water here in conse- 
quence of its being good, and easily procured, this article cibounds 

in almost every* part of the bay. 5; 

^ The island of Saint Catherine is about thirty miles long, and from four to 
eight in width. 1 Jie original name among tiie Portuguese was Isia don Paton, 
probably from the Indians who first mhabited it. In it was granted 

to Dim Vdho, a Vor^uguese, John the Fourth Portugal, for the purpose 
of colonization. This person is said to been assassinated by some Eng- 
lish pirates, whilst carrying his }ilans into execution. Although families of 
Portuguese from tlfo Azores settled on it at different times, it was not till 
the year i74<0 that the gevernmpn\ formed it into the province to which it 
now belongs. I'he surfsicc of the island is formed of a soil the most favour- 
able to vegetation, and besides being well watered, is varied by mountain and 
dale. Rio ilatoncs is the principal river, and falls into the bay on the west- 
ern side of the island. Rio Vermellio, Tavares, and Ribciruo, which two 
latter f^ill also into tlie bay from the south part of the island, are less con- 
siderable. The climate is no less favourable to vegetation than the soil. 
Rose-trees, jessamines, myrtles, and^ others, flourish in the greatest pro- 
fusion. Nor is there any deficiency of trees for building. Canoes arc con- 
structed from sii^le pieces of tinibcr of fifty feet in length, and varying 
from four to hve feet in width. J^arge quantitu's of rice are also grown, and 
the melons are considered the finest of the country. The climate is equally 
favourable to health. A refreshing sea-breeze tempers the heat of the sun, 
and renders the air cool and pleiisant. The north-east trade-winds prevail 
from September to March, and the •south-west during the winter months, of 
which August aqd September are remarkable for rain. 

The principal employments of the men appear to he fishing and lius- 
bandry. During the winter season many are occupied in the whale fishery, 
and they have establishments to the northward of the bay at which they pre- 
pare the oil. The occiipatlbn of the women consists in working up cotton for 
their families. There is but little communication between these people and 
the native Indians who inhabit the interior. The Bay is freouented by 
ships of the country from Rio Janeiro, Baliia, and the river La Plata, which 
esmort rice, flour, oil, and several species of pottery manufactured by the 
inhabitants. 

After about a week’s stay at St. Catherine’s, the Chanticleer sailed for 
Monte V’ideo, where the pendulum experiments were commenced. Much 
delay, as ivell as inconvenience, wm occasioned by the war sthen raging 
between the Brazilians and Buenos Ayreaiia, and in Petober following Com. 
Foster sailed for the south warn to prosecute the more difficult part o£the 
voyage. From Monte Video the Chanticleer proceeded to Staten l^and 
on the coast of Tierra del Fuego, where the pendulum was again emploi^d. 
The time thus occupied was wso devoted to a survey of the island. ^ The 
plan made of it by Lieut. Kendall, who then in the Chanticleer, is the 
only authentic one extant, and sufficiently illustrates its extraordinary nature. 

The meridian distance between this island and Cape*IIorn was ascertain- 
ed, after which the Chanticleer steered to the scuztliward for New South 
Shetland. Ice islands were quidkly met with after leaving Cdj^e Horn, and 
at one time they were so numerous, tht^ with a heavy seq and gales of wind, 
the Chanticleer was frequently in a perilous situation, from which it demand- 
ed all the skill and vigilance of her captain and officers to extricate her. 
The fogs and constant rain which were met with here, as well as the change 
to a cmd climtfte fron^thc heat of the Torrid Zone, contributed to render 
thiathe moat unpleasant part of ihe voyage. Jt had been wisely planned 

that the Chanticleer should be delayed as little possible near the Equator. 

* 
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Among ice islands in a boisterous sea^ attedded with fogs, rain^'aud oalds 
of wind^ the little Chanticleer had no cosy task to get to South Shetland. 
On the 10th of Jajiuary 1899, the Island of Deception, one of the New South 
Shetland group, was <iiscovered, and a safe anchorage in the interior of it 
was shortly found. This island is justly es^titled to its appellation, and is 
one of the most cxtraordinai*y productions of Nature. formation is en^ 
tirely volcanic, the principal part being composed of lava, ashes, and ice. 
The shores rise to an elevation of' some hundred fec^, particularly on the 
north side, which is considcrati^ higher than the south, and being circular, 
of about seven miles in diame^bt^ it appears from a distance to he one largo 
mass from shore to shore. In searching for a harbour to receive the Chan- 
ticleer, an opening was discovered about two hundred feet wide on its 
south-east side, and on farther examination, it was soon found that a large 
circular basin of about five miles diameter, occupied^ iihdriy the whole tn- 
trrior of the island, the external shores' fprming>a perfect barrier or wall, 
thereby affording the utmost security within. The depth in the centre 
of this basin was ninety-seven fathoms, ratlier ton much for anchorage, 
but a small cove on its eastern side gave ample security to the Chan- 
ticleer. 

The* pendulum was employed here and the necessary observations per- 
formed, whilst the officers of the Chanticleer surveyed and explored this 
extraordinary island. Several small coves were found on the borders of the 
basin, and some stones placed on each other in a rude, clumsy manner, near 
one of them, were discovered to have hcQn used by the crew of sealers for 
the purpose of boiling theiv oil. Nor were these the only traces of the 
sealing vessels, for in the exploring cx])editions wllich w^ere constantly going 
forward, another pile of stones on a neighbouring eminence was found, on 
examination, to contain the corpse of a man. Ho had evidently heei\ a 
sailor belonging to one of these vessels, hut of what country cbiild nofc lie 
discovered. There was nothing found near him to indicate ^ow he had died, 
nor at what date. He was found lying on his side in a roughly-fonned box, 
dothed in a red woollen shirt. The stones were carefully replaced, and a 
notice left on the spot that his remains might not again he disturbed. 

The external, as well as the. internal shores of Uiis island, from the friable 
nature of its materials, present some very remarkable appearances. The 
eastern side is entirely faced with cliffs of ice, about three li^indred feet in 
height, which the constant washing of the sea forms into singularly fantastic 
shapes. Similar cliffs are also found on the south and south-west sides, and 
their base is bounded by a beach of ashes and lava, which extend round tlie 
w^ole island at low water. ^ The e.xamlnation of the basin was attended with 
considerable difficulty, arising from the small ashes and dust which were 
earried intorit by the wind from the island. Seals, and their companions, 
penguins and sea-leopards, were the oSly inhabitants found in this desolate 
uliK^d, which affords not the sliehtest verHure. Streams of water, at a 
temperature of 140® and 160^ of Farenheit, were found issuing in some 
places fnm the sides of the hills, and ruDning into the basin, the water of 
whieh WM scarcely above the freezing point. It is generally supposed that 
tins bann was formerly the crptbr of a volcano, and that the sea has 
found its way into it by washing out the ifbrrow passage by which the Chan- 
ticleer entered. Hdw 'long it has been resorted to by sealing vessels is 
unknowa|,but it is not unlikely, that known only to one or two, its situation 
may have been kept secret, in order to secure it from being visited by the 
numerous vessels in, that employment. 

The Chanticleer, left the Iwnd of Deception on the 8th of March 1899, 
and proceeded to Cape Horn, where the necessary observations detained her 
until the 95th of May. The passage which she experienced convinced Com. 
Foster that he had been quite long enough in these southerii latitudes, and 
It was with no little satisfaction that he quitted this coast for theX;ape of Good 
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Hope. . A severe fj^ale of wind drove tlie Chanticleer three hundred miles to 
the e^tward the latter place, and after finding shelter with some diffi- 
nilty in Mussel Bay, she arrived at the Cape on the 16th of Uuly. Tlie 
time occupied here by the observations which were re<|uired, afforded ample 
opportunity to the officers aru^ crew for the enjoyment of that relief from 
their fatigue whigh they so much needed. Her stay was accordingly pro- 
longed by a variety of scipntific objects, until the 13th of December, on 
which day she sailet^ for St. Helena, and arrived on the 26th of the same 
mouth. At this place the Hccla was found with her few surviving officers 
from the coast of Africa, to which ship liieut. Kendall, one of the officers of 
the Chanticleer, ^as apppinted. , 

The observationa^ii f^emon Valley detained the Chanticleer till February, 
when she sailed fin* Ascension, and arrivt^d lliere on the 1-tth. Much has 
been done in thi&#idnall island by CT(»vernmeiit to secure tlie advantages that 
our naval force may*obtKiin froni*itiii any. future war, and much credit is 
due to the Coininandant, Capt. Bate of the Marines, for his judicious 
arrangements. Situated in the midst of the ocean, nearly half-way between 
the African and American continents, from which latter it is distant about 
twelve or thirteen hundred miles, it will afford a rendezvous, from which an 
expedition may proceed to any adjacent part of the world. But considering 
it in the light which is principally intended, that of furnishing our ships 
with bU))plies of vegetables and provisions, every establishment for sucli a 
purpose must be wished for, and this, from its geographical position, is ren- 
dered particularly <lesirahle. Tlp 2 climate of the island is most healthy, and 
it has long been the resorfof our African squpdron for recovering from the 
pernicious effects of the coast. 

Ascension is about twenty miles in circumference, being about five miles 
across from north to south, ami seven irom east to \ve^t. According to 
tfie observations of Capt. babiiie, .who visited it lately. Fort Cockburn, at 
George Town, in Latitude 7'^ 56' S. and Longitude 2F W. ('omposed 
of volcanic remains, tlie jiriiicipal requisites for vegetation, soil and water, 
are its greatest deficiencies, and these it is the part of British enterprise 
to supply. The former has been conducted there from Knghind, and the 
latter by the judicious construction of tanks and arrangement of water- 
))ipes, is obtained in abundance from the only high land in the island. 
The settleinofit, which is named George Town, is situated on tlie western 
or lee side of the island, composed of the Government buildings, so arranged 
as to form nearly a square, and is garrisoned by a strong party of Marines, 
at present under the command of Capt. Bate. The whole island is also 
under his authority, and has been improved very much by his judicious 
management. Cross Hill overlooks the town, being close to it/ and about 
900 feet high ; but the principal high land is the (ireeii Mui*ntairi, in the 
NJi!. part of the island, which rise^f to a height of, 2870 feet. Surrounded 
by plains of cinder-ashes, pifhiice-stones, and lava, the component ^^‘ts 
or the whole island, this mountain presents the only signs of verdure^ the 
cultivated land being about eighty acres. The crops it has yielded hgve 
been abundant, and the vines and fruit-trees which have been transplanted 
from Madeira, promise well. The arraagpiiienls by which*a constant supply 
of water is now preserved, are of an exteiisivo nature, and consist of four 
tanksy coiQnmnicating witli each other by a series bf iron-pipes of about 
12500 > feet in. length. The upper tank is called tl^ mountain-tank, and will 
J^lda hundred and thirty tons of water. Another at J^ampier s Springs in 
the mountain, bekiw the former, whoi o dimensions are^ eighty feet long by 
twenty wide, is calculated to hold 5(k) tons. The principal one, whi^ is 
near the landing-place, and is 100 feet long by 50 in width, will contain 
iSOO tons, having been only of late completed. With these it is expected 
that a constant siipplv of water will always be preserved. Great improve- 
ments have tlso been made in t]ie landing-place and the fortifications of the 
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islan^y attd the whole appearance of George Town displavs a neatpesa in 
:)rder and arrangement which is sought for in vain among the Villages of the 
Torrid Zone. o 

From Ascension the Chanticleer sailed in June 1830 for Fernando No- 
ronha, to obtain the meridian distance betw^n them, and thus confirm the 
former observations. In the passage to this island from thp Capo Verds, the 
opportunity was tfdcen of fixing the position of the Penedo de San Pedro, or 
St. Paul's flocks; and it is curious that they should have been very wrongly 
laid down in latitude on our charts^while the longitude' hdppens to be within 
a mile of that determined by Com. Foster. The usual attendance in these 
latitudes of variable winds, calms, thunder and lightning, ,with heavy rains, 
were met with here in profusion, and a strong current wsis found in the 
V^icinity of the rocks, which set the Chanticleer eighteen miles to the west- 
ward in the course of twenty-four hours. The Latitude V>£>them determined 
by Com. Foster, is 0^ 58^ N. and Longitudc'29^ 16' W . differing three miles 
of latitude from its supposed position, and t^o minutes of longitude. 

To follow the Chanticleer with the same detail i<\ the remaining places 
that were visited by her, would lead us far beyond our limits, and wc are 
content in leaving them in the hands of Mr. Webster, the Surgeon of the 
vessel, who, we understand, is preparing an account of the voyiige for publi- 
cation. The pendulum experiments had been successfully made at the 
various parts required in the South Atlantic Ocean, tmd the meridian dis- 
tances ascertained. The next point of importance was to connect these 
latter observations with Panama, which place being on the shore of the 
Pacific Ocean, was of the utmost consequence, ftoni its affording the moans 
of connecting them by short 'runs between the islands of the Pacific and 
Indian Oceans with the Cape of Good Hope, and thus to complete the cir- 
cuit of the Globe with a series of meridian distances. So magnificent a 
project, and one so worthy of that high qharacter in maritime affairs which 
Delongs to Great Britain, whose ships have penetrated ^very navigable 
part of the Globe, was not reserved for Com. Foster to execute. 

From Fernando Noronha the Chanticleer successively visiteiJ Maranham, 
Para, Trinidad, and La Guayra, and shortly after arrived at Porto Bello. 
The events which occurred afterwards are so expressively related by Lieut. 
Austin,* the First-Lieutenant of the Chanticleer, in a letter to Capt. Beau- 
fort, the Hydrographer to the Admiralty, that we gladly aval) ourselves of 
permission to place so authentic a document on our records, and particularly 
so as the false report relating to his death which got abroad has not been yet 
eradicated. 

11. M. Sloop Chanticleer, off Chagres, 9th Feb. 1831. 

Sir,— ^he length of time that Capt. Foster and I have been personally 
acquainted, aqd more especially having been selected by him as his Senior-Lieute- 
nant oil this unfortunate voyage, will sufiieiently account to you for the knowledge 
1 pwsess of. his sentiments. Such being the caae, 1 consider it mv duty on the 
present occasion to give you the earliest intimation of our ever-to«be-iamented loss. 

_ On our arrival at Porto Bello on the 22nd of December, Capt. Foster imme- 
diatelv began the pendidum experiments, and dispatched me to Panama, to asccr- 
tmu the practicabi^ty of measuring acras the isthmus by rockets, in pursuance of 
his orders. The journey across performed wholly on foot, 1 did not return 

to the ship until the 12th January, when 1 found Capt. Foster had finished his 
experiments, and was anxhnisly awaiting my arrival. Indeed, he was so solicitous 
to prosecute with all possible dispatch and fidelity the admeasurement of the isth- 
mus, that he had determined on sailing for Navy Bay on ^le IBtli, had I not arriv- 
ed. In m^ report I represented to him the extreme difficulty and impracticability 
of measuring by chrohometeni, via Portib Bello. Wo accordingly sailed fur Navy 
Bay on the 13th, and Capt. Foster left the ship in his gig for Chagres at daybreak 


* Since promoted to the rank of Commcjnder. 
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on the 4th inst. taking with him two chronometers and the requisite instruments, 
lleintefaded tejiaye proceeded up the river in his gig, hut on his arrival at Cbagres, 
he preferred taking one of the country canoes as far as Cruces, and thence to travel 
overland to Pdnama. 

“ To co-operate with him, and to ascertain positively whether the experiments 
could be performed agreeably to his instructions, the 8econd-Lieutenaiit,* with a 
8tn>ng party, was #ent to Porto Bello in the launch, with orders to proceed to an 
elevated and central station, jrccommend^ by me as the most eligible f<ir the piir- 
pfjsc. ^ The rockets fired from this place at the appointed times, hut were not 
seen eitlier by Capt. Foster at Panama, or -by the officer stationed on the hill con- 
tiguous to Porto Bello. Capt. Foster 'returned to the ship in Navy Bay on the 
26th, in good heqlth and^ spirits, as well as the whole of the rocket party from 
Porto Bello. Tiie Cuptam remained hut two days lo get the error of his watch, 
and started again on the 2ilth, accfunpanied by the Second-Lieutenant, and a small 
party for firing n^lfets at Cruces, his objeftt then being to me<*isure the meridian 
distance l>etwecn PanzAnaarul Clmgres. Every thing had been done at Panama; 
the ex]>eriments were concluded, ;Aid the (Captain embarked in a canoe at Cruces, on 
Saturday morning the 6th of February, to return down the river, exulting in 
the success of his observations. In the dusk of the evening, the canoe having 
jiiiSMMi down a rapid, some extraordinary sensation was excited in his mind, and he 
rose to see that all was riglit. Ife got out at the after part of the canoe, and .vas 
seating himself on tlie top of the thatched awning or covering, with his foot on the 
gunwale, when the UAvniiig gave way, and he was preripitated into the river. The 
aw’uing was nothing more than a frail tt^xtiire of dried reeds. At the same mo- 
ment, an enterprising young officer, Mr. Fox, and the Captain's trusty coxswain, 
Peter Veitch, jumped overboard, a^id exerted themselves in tlu> most noble man- 
ner, but in vain ! Our uiifof'tuTiate but highly ta^mti^ chief was .seen to their hor- 
ror sinking in the water, &iul in a very few inoments he disappeared, and was lost 
to us for ever ! Those who jumped overla^ard so pwnnptly were quickly obliged to* 
regain the canoe ; hut they remained two hours on the spot searching unsuccess- 
fidjly for the body. They proceeded to Chagres that night in great distress, and 
early on Sundav morning brought the melancholy account to the ship, which was 
under way off Chagres, waiting the arrival of Capt. Foster. Such was our dis- 
may at the disastrous inteUigenrAS that I have not words to express our feelings — 
for though but a humble admirer of science, my zeal and pati'iotism have often 
called forth prayers that ouj^ talented chief might he preserved tt) the completion of 
his mission. 

1 immediately dispatched the gig under the direction of the master, with live 
days* provisi<^8, to search diligently for the l>ody ; and at the same time offered a 
reward of twenty dollars to atiy of the natives who should procure his remains, in 
order that they might be interred. And it is some gratilicatioii to be enabled to 
add that we were fortunate enough to obtain the body on the following Tuesday. 
Lieut. Williams, who had been left at Cruces to sti])erintend the rockets, on be- 
coming acquainted with the distressing accident, immediately came down in a 
t»noe, and joined the party I had sent up in the gig. They fouii4 the body float- 
ing a few miles below the place wheft the accident had occurred. The dreadful 
state in whi(^ it was, made it iftipossible to bring it do*vn the river ; it was, j,here- 
fore, deemed advisable to inter it on the spot. A grave four feet in depth u^s dug, 
and shrouded in tlie colours of our countr>', it w'as buried with every attention that 
drciimstaiices would permit. The grave w^as banked, well staked, and decently 
wattled. A board was carved by laeut,^ Williams with his jiame, the date, and 
manner of his death, and conspicuously affixed to a lofty tree immediately over 
the grave, so that it may be easily seen by any one passir^ the place.*' 

Alas ! poor Foster, to watch over thy silent, l^elv grave ! And soon will 
the mouldering hand of time, invidious of thy well-earned nsane, grudge 
thee even these poor relicks— 

For deeds do die, however nobly done. 

And thoughts of men do in themselves decay.” 


•» 


* Lieut. Williams. 
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But wliat wilt thou reck, does the stranger pass the spot heedless ^of thy 

liame,?.., r.-. ■ - 

To return to Lieut. Austin, he adds — , 

To Ideut. Williams’ exertions and kindness on the occasion, I cannot bear 
suffident testimony, and it is a great loss to this gentleman, that I have not the pen 
of Oapt. Foster to detail to you his able services and scientific attainments, for he 
was always associated witli Capt. Foster in his ial>oura and observations. With his 
assistance, I look forward to be enabled to give you satisfaction in the hydrogra- 
phical department. 

It is necessary to inform you, that Capt. Foster’s body had beem plundered by 
Some of the cauoe-men of his^ valued private chronometer, toip^tlier with his note- 
book,' containing all his observations since leaving Porto Beno ; but the Govern- 
ment watch was found in a breast poci:et on the left side, and escaped detection-— 1 
presume from the unusual circumstance of a pej‘son carrying two^ watches. 

Having obtained permission from the Govcic'nor to erpet ii tablet to his memory 
in any place I might think fit, I have accordingly done so in the fort of St. I^oren- 
no at Chagres. It is a large piece of very hard and durable wood, cut in the usual 
form of a grave-stone, bearing a copper plate, with the following inscription neatly 
engraved thereon. 

This tablet is erected by the senior Lieutenant and officers of liis Britannii; 
^Majesty’s sloop Chanticleer, to perpetuate the memory of their late Commander, 
Henry Foster, F.K.S. who was drowned in the river Chagres on the fith February 
1831, while measuring the dilference of loiigitndo between Panama and Chagres. 
Tills talented and distinguished officer was employed in nautical and astronomical 
science, having nearly completed his mission of^ three years’ duration. 11c fell at 
his post, ripe in honours, but young in years. yVltat 3H.’ 

Afterwards was placed beneath the former, •' 

* * His remains were found on Tuesday, the 8th, flouting in the river a little 

below Palomatia, and buried on the spot.’^’ 

Lieut. Austin continues,— ' ' 

« * V * * iH 

** 1 have forwarded by the same conveyance as this, an official statement of the 
event for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

Thus 1 believe and hope that everytlung has bee^ done with propriety, and 
tliat 1 have entered into all the- detail that a letter admits of. Permit me to 
apologise for the length of the comiuunicHtioii and the trouble I have given. 

AVith every sentiment of i-espect, 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) . 11. F. Austin.’* 

Such intelligence was as unexpected at home as it was on board the Chan-^ 
tideer, while die was under way off Chagres, and etiually distressed his 
friends here, as it had his pfiicers. But event was past, his country had 
lost a.niost valuable and scientific officer, and His relatives, with their fond« 
estj but early-blighted hopes, were left to mourn the loss. 

The command of the Chanticleer, of course, devolved on Lieut. Austin, 
who, after having taken tho steps mentioned in his letter, lost no time in 
executing to the best of his powe^ 'the remaining part of Capt. Foster’s 
orders. As this coxisibted only of measuring the meridian distance between 
1^ few more points,,'Kiiaftiely, the east end of Jamaica, Cuba, St. Thomas’s, 
Be^uda, and th<^aores, /hese were obtained on the waj^ home, by which 
all the ohjedts of tm voyage were fully completed, excepting the longitude 
between Chagi;jj|^ and Pana^ia, the notes of which were U>st with Com.' 
Foster. The Chantidleer returned to *Falmouth, and on being paid offal 
Woolwich shortly after, Lieut. Austin and Mr. Williams receivea Hiat pro- 
motion which they so justly merited, .. 
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EFFECTS OF INTEMPERANCE IN THE FLEET AND ARMY-^ 
• AND ITS REMEDY, 

In a work which has tlici welfare and happiness of the United Ser- 
vices for its ejc press design^ the honour of the British arms for its 
peculiar carer, and the glory of the British empire as the object of its 
most anxious solieitude, — in such a work no apology seems necessary 
in culling the attention of its readers to the consideration of a subject 
of so vital importance to our happiness, honour, and glory, as that 
which forms tne*subject of tins treatise* now beA>re us on the extent 
and remedy of national intemperance^ The author commences with m 
animated dcsc/iftion of the nature and extent of inebriation in Stet* 
land:— 

Those rutliless conquerors who, in their wasting career, have created 
numberless widows and oqihans amid the havoc of kingdoms, and for a time 
overspread regions with ania/ement and despair ; those mortal pestilences 
which in some brief but desolating month have subdued smiling districts to 
tlie aspect of the shallow of death, have severally been denominated scourges 
of the human race. But it may be roiihdentiy deidarcd that no mischief in 
the sorrowful annals of nations have proved so ditTusivo and so unwavering 
;us the plague of inebriation — the doniiriion of intoxicating liquors; and 
none has achieved so eifeetually its deleterious empire over both the bodies 
and the souls of men." • * 

In tracing the history of this gigantic evil, our author goes back to* 
remote antiquity, and coiieludes with the following powerful obser- 
vations : — 

In more ^nodern times, the tyrants of Scotland, during the religious 
persecutions, the Lauderdales and*Midilletuiis of the seventeenth century, 
amid heartless and mad carousals, took cruel counsel against the virtuous of 
the land, and issued tliysc destructive onlcrs, that on the hill side, in the 
innocence of their rural farms, and amid the tears and distreaction of niotliers 
and childre^i, flamed over our fathers in the bitterness of death. And 
although in present times it lias not been our lot to v/itness this sin outra- 
geously exerting itself by violent and hasty revolution in the plunge of 
kingdoms, yet have we within half a century beheld its creeping slotli-like 
progress in our population, whom it has now lowered to -such a state of de- 
gradation, as that we seem to stand in imminent danger of sinking to a 
depth of moral turpitude far below the tide<mark of continental nations, 
notwithstanding all the stability ^f our transcendent civil and religious 
privileges.” • * , 

Prom the parents, the vice seems at length to have descended*to the 
children. Our author informs us— 

“ That we have the hopeless grief of hearing our ver)fc boys in the streets 
bragging of their feats and familiarity with the liquid poison.” 

And again — * 

From one official report on the subject, 1 fim induced to believe Uiat 
the balance of intoxication, as compared between the sexes, now preponde- 
rates on the female side.” « * • 

There is (says Mr- Hume) in human affairs an extreme point of 

* On the foCent aud Remedy of National Itueinperance. Published by William 
Collins, Glasgow, • • * 
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d^resaion from , which they naturally begin to ascend in an opposite 
direction. Some eighteen months ago Scotland appears to> have arriv- 
ed at this pointy when the philanthropic author of the worl^ befcsrc us 
at lost succeeded in arousing his countrymen to a sense of their dan- 

S erous situation ; from that happy period temperance Associations, in 
espite of inveterate habit, prejudice, and self-interpst, have been 
making a most rapid progress in the north, and those combinations of 
the wise and virtuous of the land promise at no distant period to blot 
out the darkest spot from the moral history of their country, and place 
her in that high station which she once occupied amid the nations of 
the earth. " * » * 

Ip looking to the Temperance Record for May, we observe that there 
are now 20o Societies in Scotland, consisting of 40, ^29^ members, and 
that for some time past the monthly increase has been about 4000 in- 
dividuals. In discussing the remedy of this vast national evil, our 
author proves the advantages, which example, accompanied with com- 
bined exertion, has in this as in most other matters over precept, and 
appeals to the great public experiment which has already been made 
in the United States of America, from which the most salutary lessons 
may be obtained. It appears that the sin of intoxication was there, 
from whatever means, a more prevailing mischief among the upper 
classes at least than in our own country -our ^nsumption amounting 
to about thirty millions of gallons of spirits pei^ annum, while theirs 
exceeded fifty millions of gallons in a much smaller population. 

The subject of intemperance ^says our author) had been long mourned 
over by the wise and patriotic in tnat land; much unconnected ewertion had 
been used, and many plans adopted to sto[) the growing evil a,'td reduce the 
population within the bounds of moderate indulgence. 

** But every exertion had hitherto failed, and the influence of intoxication 
predominated more than ever. An important discovery, however, has been 
made, which lies in the transcendent benefit to be ifeaped in the agitation of 
this matter from combined exertion. But above all, the happy results that 
have lately followed are, by our trans-atlantic friends, chiefly reibrred to the 
resolute and uncompromising principle of utter abstinence by a portion of 
the population ; which is justly looked upon as the sine qud non and basis of 
all successful effort on this ouestion. The principle of the American Socie- 
ties may, therefore, be shortly stated as utter, immediate, sudden, and com- 
plete abandonment, combined with associations to a certain extent in all 
.ranks of society. This will undoubtedly appear to every man who begins 
the consideration p£ this most interesting subject as a startling difficulty; 
and thf notion of obtaining, in this manner, a cure to the inveterate abuse of 
wine and spirits ia this country will, without fail, be viewed at first sight 
- inore as the phahtasm of a fanatical enthusiast than the sober conclusions of 
a rational citixen. We must hot, however, permit our preconceived opinions 
to outweigh the vt^imony of authevtfe fact, for it is demonstrated from the 
retords of the African Societies, that this principle adopted by a few, and 
^fd4od in its piOjmss by an associated chain of institutions, has nearly slain 
‘ gigwtip^evU that uireoAened to bury the whole nation in literid family 
flhd individual destruction. 

In the present sliiite of society hi Scotland, therefore, it appeared 
necessary that a certidn portion of the upper ranks should, for a time 
ircKhmilsh the- use of wine^ at all events of ardent spirits; that they 
shn^iw form a voluntary association throughout the land, \he basis of 
whicli should be abstinence, and on .no account to introduce any ele- 
ment of force into the plaii,e which is contrary to the essential princi'* 
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pies fit solicitation and free-will. Tlie results of tLis patriotic stelf^ 
denial is bi^coming more and more observable, as we have shown frotii 
the Tcmporance Record of Scotland to which we have already called 
the attention of our readers. It may be asked why should moderate 
drinkers in the upper ranks practise abstinence? Why should they 
make a sacrifice, and what effect will self-denial on their part have on 
the drunkard of low degree ? To this we answer, that the lower ranks 
derive all theil* fiews and feelings from the higher. Fashions are 
never known to press upwards example, therefore, is the only means 
by which the » upper .ranks can with any prospect of success* enforce 
temperance on Uie common people ; fashion is every thing with us ; 
what in fact ha^ of late years product the comparative sobriety among 
the better ordhrsdn Britain,, but the fashion of imitating Continents 
temperance ? * • 

There is another, and we think a most important result, proceeding 
from the combined effort of the latter classes in reclaiming the slave of 
dissipation and in the repression of drunkenness. Let us consider that 
crime of all sorts is progressive, that the drunkard was once a sober 
man, that he then became what is called a moderate man, he after- 
wards began to exceed step by step ; he sinks to the lowest extremes 
of brutal intemperance as he advances in this pernicious course, at 
every step he loses a portion of the good o])inion which his respect- 
able friends or neighbours had formerly entertained for him, and of 
course a portion of that manly self-respect which is due to himself, 
and without which no one can act a wise, a virtuous, or an honour- 
able part in society : but after he has arrived at the lowest stage of 
intemperance, after, like the leper of old, lie has been expelled from 
the camp, lust to his friends, his country and himself, even here, how- 
ever he may endeavour to conceal the fact from himself and others, 
ill his heart he cherit^es a respect for the sober part of the commu- 
nity, from whom his own indiscretion and folly have shut him out, and 
fhe warmq^t aspiration of this poor wretch is once more to be admitted 
into that society. Here then is the advantage of the moderate portion 
of the community practising abstinence ; they know that this poor man 
cannot come to them, they accordingly meet him half-way ; they tell 
him that his salvation dejiends on his abstaining from spiritous liquors, 
yet they ask him not to submit to any privation to which they them- 
selves do not submit ; they askthim to relinquish that i^hich is under«- 
mining his health, ruining his affairs, and bnnging his family tfi pre- 
.^nt and eternal misery ; they ask him, in short, to join in thetr asso- 
ciation ; and what is the consequence ? the man is at once raised a step 
in society, he at once gains a portion of the respect that be owes to 
himself, and if he only has the iifiqness to persevere, (which we are 
happy to say is done in almost every case,) thi^ association with sober 
men will lead him back to the paths of duty, and bring domestic pence 
'and joy to bis homo, which is now the abSSe of 'squalid poverty and 
wretchedness.^ 

Such, then, is the remedy thaf has beeii propeked for intemi^ratice, 
and which has been found to produce the most beneficial effects in 
civil lifo. We are most happy to observe that the system has also been 
transferred, and is jiiow acted upon by a portion of the military, lu the 
last Temperance Record, we observe that the 4th Royal Irish Dragoons, 
and the 91st (Argyleshirc) regiments have each, adopted the plan of 
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T^p^niOjce Societies. How would this work in the Navy ? We ure 
all but too well acquainted with the baneful nature of inteniperanee in 
that service*; we know from painful experience^ that if all 'the crimes 
committed in the navy were divided into live equal parts, four out of 
the five, at the very least, would be found to proceed from drunken- 
ness ; all quarrels, all riots and tumults, all neglect of duty, insolence 
to superiors, mutinous or seditious language, aiid other enormities, have 
ever been the issues and product of excessive drinkidg ^ and how often 
does the drunken revel end in the cr5' of murder ! how often does the 
hand of the inebriate, in oqe rash hour, perform a .deed that haunts him 
to the grave ! One third of the j)atients confined undey’ insanity, have 
brought that terrible disease upon themselves by drunl^cnness — Oh ! 
that a man should put an enemy in his n^outh to stesil away his brain." 

Almost every accident that happens oii board of ship may be traced 
to the same prolific source of evil ; when our men fa} 1 from aloft or arc 
lost overboard, have their limbs fractured, or are upset in boats, in 
short, in almost every instance where they either give or receive in- 
jury, the remote or proximate cause of the harm is to be found in the 
intoxication of one or of all the parties concerned ; and in the upper 
ranks, how many honourable and gallant young men have we seen lost 
to themselves and their country solely from dissipation ! wretched in 
fortune and in fame, blighted in health , *111 hope, in happiness, in ex- 
pectation, pursued by misery tiiid wretchedness iii this life, or brought 
Unwept and unhonoured to an early grave. — ^‘Oh! thou invisible 
spirit of wine, if thou hast no name to be known by, let us cull thee, 
the — devil.” • « 

■We have served during the war, and since the peac«', in sixteen 
different ships of war, and we have taken passages at various times in 
about as many more ; from our youth ujnvards, we have heard the 
subject of intemperance mpurned over, wc Iv.ive seen many plans 
adopted, and much severe |/uiiishment inflicted for the purpose of 
putting a stop to the influence of intoxication, yet in alUnur expe- 
rience we have never known the drunkard reclaimed by means of cor- 
poral punishment ; we contend, therefore, that it is not to be flogged out 
of him ; he may be scared for a time from terror of the infliction, but 
without some moral check the demon will most assuredly return doubly 
armed, aided rather than repressed by the moral degradation which 
repeated punis^iiiieiit must ever products 

Wipe and beer may *be necessary as aUti-scorbutic to sea-faring 
people^ with ardent spirits it is quite otherwise ; there is more virtue^ 
as an anti-scorbutic in one ounce of sugar with lime-juice than in a 
pint of spirits: would not the utter abandonment of ardent spirits be of 
the utmost conseqttence to the service ? It might be dbue at once were 
the oflicers one and all^to take advantage of the discovery which works 
so beneficially on shore, and which consists in the. ^ensceudbiit benefit 
of example •and associatioli ; there are no class of beingsoh e^rtli who 
follow the example of their oflicers for good or foir' evil yrijth such 8ym-> 
pathising good-will sailors, aiid tfle^ rea4iness with which they re- 
linquished a portion of the ardent spirits which formed a part of tbeii;., 
allowance a few years ago, redounds to their immortal ho{pur^ and. is 
another' convincing proof of the fact that was formerly stated in th%., 
— That the progress of civilization may be traced, iii. 
!adva|iceof our military institutions more perfectly timn in the Jaws 
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affecting civil life and property and morals.*' So far as regards 
officers of tliO British navy, we humbly implore them to. observe aiid 
satisfy tlieiliselves with the beneficial results of Temperance Societies On 
shore; that is all we require, well assured that we address ourselves to 
men ever anxious to exert ftiemselves for the good of the service, and 
who, when ynle convinced of the absolute utility of a measure, will 
never suffer self-indulgence to interfere with public duty. 

The following n^te appended to a notice of a Public Meeting held at 
Kxeter Hall, London, on ttie 29th of June last, on this subject, will, in some 
degree, exemplify the extent to which thh evil has extended generally.— Bn. 

" The preset A and customs of Society are rearing up a generation 

of drunkards. The selling oLspirits to children has of late become an im- 
portant branch of trade. Four millions of gallons of ardent spirits were 
consumed in the United Kingdom in 1829, more than in 1828. Above 
twenty millions of pounds sterling was paid by the working classes alone last 
year for ardent spirits. Beggary and disease, crime, madness, and death, 
are the dreadful results of this awful intemperance. Temperance Societies 
have created a new era in America. Tliey are working an amazing change 
in Scotland and Ireland, and it is only necessary for Englishmen to associate, 
and to declare their resolution (o abstain from Dintiltrd Spiritit and to dinj^ 
count r nance the cansos and practices of Tnlcmpfranee, in order to save tlicii* 
country from becoming^ a*laiid of di'uukiirds.V 


AN IMPIJOVKD LOG-SHIP. 

^ II V LIKIfT. TIfOMAS r.BAVES, a.K. 

Amidst the various propositions and alterations that have lately 
been made in the equi]itnent of a ship, among which may be mentioned 
the improvements in both binnacle and azimuth compasses by Capt. 
Phillips, and the iron plates for counteract in g the effects of local attrac- 
tion by l*nifessor Barlow, it appears rather extraordinary tliat the use- 
ful machine called the Lo^^Ship, so intimately connected with both of 
these, should seemingly have been quite neglected ; whether it may 
have proceeded from its apparent unimportance, its simplicity, or its 
supposed etficiency, it is not pretended to decide, at all events it rc- 
maius untouched and unthought of, and it i.s the object />f the present 
communication to offer what ap|/bars an improyement. 

To those who are not nllutical men, a slight description of ^at at 
^present in use may not be unacceptable, or uninteresting. 


The common Log^Ship (Fig. 1.) Is a flat piece of wood in the sliape 
of'li ^^uadtant, loaded with- a suificient quantity of lead on its circular 
edge; to make it remain in a perpendicular position on, or near the sur. 
faS^of the water : this is attached the log-line, (Fig., 2.) divided into 
sp^g 'called knots, the distaifces between which bear the same propor- 
tion h nautical mile, that twenty^eight seconds do to an hour, and 
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AN IMPROVITD LOG-SHIP. 


wound round a reel. This being held by one man, and the twenty- 
eight secoud^glass by another^ the JLog-Shtp is thrown over the sliip’s 
quarter to leeward, and swimming perpendicularbir remains nearly 
stationary : when the first mark goes otiJL which is generally about 
eighteen or twenty fathoms from the Log-aAipf the glass is turned, and 
at the time the sand in the glass is run out, the line*1being stopped, 
shows, Iw the marks on it, the rate at which the ship is sailing per hour. 
The /jOg-Ship now proposed, is a cone composed dither of tin, or 
thin cojiper, (see figure) with the pa?t a, a, «, made air-tight, which 



in light winds will prevent its sinking, and also preserve its horizontal 
position, when thrown overboard near the surface ; it is sliiiig at the 
points d, b, d, by lines much smaller than the standing part, uniting at 
(c*), where a spicket or peg is attached ; at the end of the cone (//) the 
line itself is secured, and on *it at (c) is fixed p faucit that receives 
the peg ; the Log-Skip is then ready for use. 

The advantages it will have over the old construction are, that wlien 
the log-line is stopped, the increased, weight of water in the cone 
causing the peg to come out easily, it instantly turns over^ and may lie 
hauled in without any resistance ; that it will remain more stationary 
when thrown overboard ; that a following sea, from its shape, will nut 
have so much effect in propelling it after the vessel ; that it will not 
carry away so many log-lines, (as in the event* of the peg not coming 
out, one of the small lines to which it is attached must give way ) ; that 
it will always catch properly, which the one at present in dse scarcely 
ever does ; and at the same time the expense will be no consideration ; 
and on board any of His hlajesty’s vessels it may be made in as short a 
time as the old one, by which: is obtained the ships* rate of sailing at 
all times whh greater accuracy ; and it will prove of essential service 
in making tlfi! hind during foggy wither, while the other, from its 
num^oua imperfections,«can never be deposed upon. 

As ^ts construction has been apjiroved of by many naval officers, , 
sev^al of whom have had opportunities of using it; and from repeated* 
trials of my own, it answered all the objects proposed, 1 feel less diffi- 
dence in presenting it to the public^ 

The vamnble invention of Mt\ Massey, at Liverpool, is on an en- ' 
tirely di^tq]^ principle ; it cannot be too highly recommended, but its 
expense^ 'ts« a great obststsle to its general^ iutroduction ; whereas the 
proposed one is recommended by its simpiicky and cheapness. 

The log-line; althbugh libbl^vto some error from iSontraction and ex- 
pansion, in b^ng alternately wet^ add dry, beqcflnes tolerably well 
seasoned with salt' water after a little so ^ to render it quite 
sufficient for the purpose intended ; still there is much ^*oom for im- 

{ rovement, and perhaps one mad^fi^pm ^cotton would be less affected 
y the causes above-mentioned. 
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Ok our preceding page is a drawing of a Chain Messenger^ initrented 
by Af08sr^«6ordou and Co. London, which has lately been tried with 
complete success in the Navy» East India Service, &c. The following 
short description will render the subject q|iiite ^lear; wS must refer to 
the inventors for detailed particulars. 

At the lower part of <tiic capstan, a wheel {B) ds flrpily fixed, the 
cogs of which take into each link of the diain messenger for about half 
the circumference of the wheel, thus having a very powerful hold ; OTid 
while, by an ingenious method of shaping the links, tlie cogs come into 
action in the most advantageous manner, the chain messenger is at the 
same time prevented from twistpig round. 

Two rollers (C C) support the slack part of the. nu'ssengcr before 
thcF nippers, and upon tliese it is carried round the fore part of the 
deck ; these rollers being moveable in a slide on the block (D), allow 
the messenger to be brought to the required degree of tension. It is 
unshackled after use in the same manner as chain cables. 

E. Shows the manger on the new plan. 

F. The hawse holes. 

G. IT. Shows the cable connected as usual to the IVIessengcr. 

I. The fore-mast. 

K. The main-mast. 

L. The main hatchway. 

, IVI. N. Shows the mode of shackling tlie mess^enger. 

The advantages of this messenger consist in its convenience for 
stowage, both as it respects room and time ; its kee])iiig the cable 
tiers mways clear for use ; the rope iliesseiiger in sliips-of-war being 
stowed in the heart of one bower tier, and the spare one in the heart of 
the other, both of which must, therefore, be hauled on deck before the 
cables are ready for running. It requires no shifting ; after one anchor 
is hove up, the other may.be immediately hror»hl to* It requires no 
holding on, or lighting forward, nor any lighting round the manger; 
thus placing forty or fifty men and boys in a 74 at disposal for other 
duties. This point will prove a great convenience to the East India 
Service, who have full work for all' their craw. The troublesome and 
dangerous operation of sur^ng every three or four minutes while 
heaving^iAf.is entirely avoided ; in fact, the official reports invariably 
state that liocStop takes place from first to last, if the capstan is suffi- 
ciently manned. In addition to this Tt is to be' noted, that by hanging 
the V/?ering cable, in unmooring, to the cITain messenger, it rouses it 
up the batchway, and carries it entirely alon^ the deck ; by whidi the 
labour of thirty more men is saved in a linc-^-battle ship. 

. In surging jortcailing, thioncablq only is stoppered before all, and it 
is then surged through the turns^'of the stopper. When this messenger 
is applied to their improved patent capstan, this department of nautili 
mecnanism seems complete. 

Messrs. 'Gordon and Co. have given in^a Pamphlet all the details, 
accompanied by Official lleports the Admiralty, &c. These M^- 
sengers have been lately fitted^o the Alfred, Barham, and Heb^. 



305 


A popular view op fortification and gunnery. 


lleirenchef (Jdmp *. — There are few fortresses capable of -receiving 
within their walls 20,000 or 30^000 men ; indeed, such places would 
require an enorfiious expense, both in their construction and in their 
repairs, stores and garrison. 

Vauban propo^d to make fortresses of a moderate capacity, fit to 
serve as a shelter for an army or some^ divisions of an army, to aid in 
the general arrai^gements of a canif/kign, by forming a retrenched camp 
under the gunS of* thje place.* An enemy would not hazard passing 
such a retrenched army as 20,000 or 110,000 men, that would be on 
the alert to cut off Jliis commuiiicatious ; and a single corps of observa- 
tion would not suHicc to hold such a garrison in check. This kind of 
fortification, as being between permanent and field, has been called 
mixed fortificalioit. 

Fig. 70 is Vauban's idea of a retrenched camp. 

Fiff. 70. 



Its general outline ABCl) forms as much as possible straight lines, in 
order that the salient points, which are most likely to be first* attacked, 
may be reduced to the fewest possit^le in number. • This tracing rests 
its base on the fortress ; the profile should be bold ; the parapets having 
at least nine feet and a half of height, and the ditches sixteen feet of 
depth, surrotvided by a glacis, to cover part of the parapet and to 
he^hten the counterscarp ; every precaution usually taken to render 
U. S. JouRK. No. 33. August *1831? 2l 



606 


A POPULAR VIBW OP 


field* wprks secure from a coup^de^main should be adopted to strengthen 
these works. 

The salient points B and G most subject to attack are strengthened 
by retrenchments ce ; in these most exposed parts the bastion tracing 
is used as being the strongest ; but a mure simple trace will sullice 
under the guns of the place. » 

Frederick the Great shut himself up under the cannba of Seweid- 
nitz with an army of 40^000 men^ in a retrenched* camp, constructed, 
not in a continued line of parapet, as* in Fig. 72, but by lunettes at in- 
tervals ; the angles of tli^e general trace being ^defenc^d by redoubts ; 
so that he could freely move out when necessary to fake the offensive. 
These lines were constructed in* four or five days, and within them he 
defied the Allies triple his number.* ,, ** * 

Marshal Soult had an army of 35,00l) men ifi 1814, which he most 
ably entrenched in a position around Toulouse. Colonel Jones says, 

* I* 

^‘’‘This city presented many peculiar and great local advantages in fur- 
therance of his labours, being surrounded by a defensible wall, three fourths 
of which are covered by the canal Royal du Midi, or hy the (laronne, an im- 
passable obstacle. Therefore to give that considerable portion of the cir- 
cumference the strength of a moderate fortress, it was only necessary securely 
to cover the communications over the canal ; and, being zealously aided by 
the labour of the inhabitants, he quickly effected this by fortifying various 
buildings and constructing field works of a stronger profile than usual. All 
, direct approach to the remaining fourth of the encbinte not covered by the 
rivers, was interdicted hy the state of the cross roads, being also flanked by 
a range of bold hills, the summit of which the Freiu'b had strongly occu- 
pied by five redoubts, and had formed cvarioiis lines of entrenchment* in 
support of them, and to connect the fiaiiks of the ground wij^h the defences 
of tiie town. At the foot of the heights runs the river Krs, all the bridges 
over which out of the fire of the w’orks were destroyed. Such was the ad- 
vantageous position in which Soult decided to try the fate of arms. Y et it 
was carried by the Allied ai^y under the Duke cf Wellington on the 10th 
of April 1814. But as the operations of the day consisted entirely in the 
attack of formidable retrenchments, the loss of the victors wins very consi- 
derable ; probably exceeding that of the vampiished ; above 4500 Portuguese 
and British^ having been killed and wounded, and more than half that num- 
ber of Spaniards." — See Jones’s War in Spain, page 362, plate 4. 

The same able Commander (Soult) has given us another instance 
of his opinion of the value of retrenched camps, in the works of this 
nature that fie ordered to be constructed at Bayonne, from whence he 
was* forced by the Duke of Wellington to i^tire to the position we have 
just Mentioned at Toulouse. We still quote the words of our mili- 
tary historian Jones (vol. ii. of his Sieges) : *in speaking of Bayonne, 
lie sayifr— • 

** Soult had caused his troops tirdabour incessantly throughout the winter 
ill strengthening and adding to the capacity of this frontier bulwark, and 
had formed an advanced line or entrenened camp nearly parallel to the ram- 
parts, at 500 or 600 yards fn their front. This advanced line of works being 
well supported by inundations and other natural obstacles, was of great 
strength, and covered sufficient space to enable the garrison to form unseen 
and unexpectedly attack with their whole force the works of the besieger, 
necessarily divioed by the Nive, and may be considered to have nven 
Bayonne on the left of the Adour, the strength of a first-ratq fortress.’^ 

Much has been said and written in favour of, add against, retrenched 
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eattip9»; it is not a questicm for us to decide^ whetlicr a body of 20 or 
30,()i00 men' 6ould be more usefully employed in active operation in the 
field than resting under the protection of the guns of a fortress, and 
occupying a strong position there; we speak only of corps rVannee 
driven to the necessity of suteh a measure by the circumstances of the 
campaign; when assuredly we may say with Napoleon, that although 
“ There are military intn who ask of what use are fortresses, re- 
trenched camps,* * ad(l the art of the engineer, we would ask in our 
turn, how is it possible to nuirilBuvre with inferior, or even with 
equal forces, without ^he aid of positions, of fortifications and all the 
supplementary means of the art ?*** Besides, should it be advisable to 
evacuate a retrenched camp, the original strength of the fortress is not 
at all diminishdrf thereby. Eyen a grand army composed of the vast 
numbers that have takbn thedield in our last war, might benefit by the 
support of a fortress^ on which to rest one wing, as in Fig. 71^ 

Fijr. 71 . 





wKile the most ciBcient divisions of the army are placed on tlie other 
wing, advancefl towards tlie side susceptible of attack. Had tlie con- 
federate army that advanced from the Apennines in 1512, to relieve 
Ravenna along the right bank of the Ronco, adopted this self-evident 
proceeding, the result of^hat campaign might have been very different. 
Ravenna stands on the left bank of the Ronco, at three miles distance 
from the sea? on which side the French besieged it, while it was gal- 
lantly defended by a Spanish garrison. The confederates advanced by 
the right bank, and it might naturally be assumed that they would 
have passed by the besieging army on the opposite side of tfie river, 
entered the city, and supported by it, formed an entrenched dcamp in a 
formidable position ; instead of Tj-bich they baited short Ravenna, 
on arriving within sight of ^ic French army, covered their front by a 
trench, and resting their left flank on the Ronco, offered battle ; which 
the French, in their desperate circumstances, eagerly accepted under 
their ardent young leader of twenty-two years of age, Gaston de Poix, 
and crossing the Ronco in presence <>f the confederates, attacked and 
defeated them.f In speaking of points of support in the environs of 
fortresses to favour the manoeuvres of an army updn the defensive, and 
between which it can change front without dfniger to meet the enemy 
on whichever side he may present himself; Gen. Rogniat inliis work 
entitled Considerations on the Arj. of War,V says-y- 

I see no better manner of fulfilling these conditions than that of esta- 

• Cnn^rsatioiit dc Napoleon, par Monthtdoii. 

t See Colloquies with Folprd, U. S. Journal for October 1030. 

' 2 T. 2 
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Uishing fou* Utde forts around p^, forming a square^in the 
centre of whidi is the fortress as In Fig. 72 . 




These forts should be established on the summits of the most advantageous 
heights, at about 2400 or 3000 yards from the works of the place, and about 
6000 yards from each other ; the space comprised between two forts would 
form a field of battle capable of receiving from 50,000 to 100,000 men, and 
might be loqked upon as impregnablo; the forts, armed with heavy guns, 
would perfectly support, the wings, ana the centre could be strengthened by 
field<-works constructed at the moment of need. Thus, the four forts cir- 
cumdcribing each fortress, would form all around a vast retrenched camp, 
presenting four fronts or four different fields of battle, so that face could ^ 
made against the enemy on whatever side he presented himself. The ordi- 
nary guard of this retrenched camp could be reduced to that necessary for 
the four redoubts, which could not be more than 800 men ; the fortress itself 
serving as a depot forHhe subsistence and re-organization of the army. It 
is easy to vary the dispos^ion of fortification according to the nature of the 
site of eaidi fortress, to adapt it to the ground, and to profit by natural 
positions.'' 

The good defence of Dantzig m 1813 by the French army under 
Oen. Rapp, shows the advantages arising from the foregoing disposi- 
tions ; the following is an extract from an interesting aelation of this 
siege by Capt. d’ Artois. ♦ 

The mode of exterior defence prebenfed many advantages. It secured 
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great veeources in provision, in forage^ in materials, in workmen furnished 
by the suburbs and villages that we oocupled. The Inhabitants, themselves 
(whgse risinj^we sometimes feared) formed a good opinion of an army that was 
not hid within the walls of the jdace^ and hence put more confidence in it ;-or 
at least were kei»t more to they duty by the idea that they had of its power. 
Let us suppose tljat an enemy endeavours to reduce the siege to a species 
of blockade, or small partial sieges, the defenders, having the advantage 
of a knowledj^e of the ground, can secure all their positions by fortifying 
only some points.* In tliis manner they keep the enemy at a great distance, 
and force him to make such an immense developement as must render him 
weak. ^ ^ 

It is desirable that we should seek more than w'e ordinarily do, to pre- 
vent the estahlishnicnts of lines of (uviiilKn'vallatioii,^ or at least to oblige 
the enemy to con^ft’uct tlieni at a great distance. The more ground that is 
occupied, the more casjiit will bb to have some point to heat the enemy in 
detail, or to revictiial the plac^. Let us hope that the example gwen at 
Dantzig will not be sterile, and that it will serve to confirm tlie excellent 
principles exjiressed by iMons. C^arnot in his work on the defence of Jbr- 
tresses, where he recommends that the suburbs should be prcseived and 
fortified for defence, in place of being destroyed on the approach of an enemy, 
which is too often the case. 

Let us remark, tliat this is not in opposition to the ado])ted maxim to 
rtize alt that obsfriirtit fhi vww within the range of rannon ; for after having 
held the suburbs, hamlets, isolated houses, &c. as long as possible, precau- 
tions can be taken to destiny siicti cover as may be favourable to the enemy, 
when accessary to ahaiidnn it: at least, when*^ forced to take these painful 
steps, all that depends upon us has been done to avoid bringing such disas- 
ters on the inhabitants. This is wdiat oecuxTed at Dantzig, when we were 
obliged to abandon the suburbs of Ohra and Schidlitz, whicli were preserved 
whole as long as w'e c<mld occupy them. By this distant defeiutc we retard- 
ed the bombardment.^' 

It appears clear to us, that in every respect it is right to keep the 
enemy as long <*is possible at a distance from the ramparts : to effect wdiicli, 
all sacrifices should he niaije, in order to increase the morale, of the garrison 
and of the inhabitants, resources of all kinds, the facility of sorties, and the 
valuable retarding of those incalculable ei’ils tliat necessarily overwhelm a 
city exposed to the fire of batteries of all kinds." 

llow many even amongst military men have subscribed to the maxim 
expressed by Voltaire in his History of Charles XII. that— 

Troops attacked in their retrenchments are usually hcatep, because 
those who attack have «always an impetuosity that those who delend them- 
selves cannot hai'e ; and waiting furitheir enemies in lines, is a* confession of 
weakness and of an enemy *s superiority.” — • • 

A reflection arising from the successful assault made by Charles*XII. 
on the Danish retrenched camp before Copenhagen ; but it may be 
presumed that Voltaire’s mind was not iiniiiffuenctii^d by the event 
which he very soon afterwards relates |>f the attack made by Charles 
with only 8000 S\vcdes on three Bussian lines, J;he first of 5000, the 
second of 20,000, and the third of a retrenched camp defended by 
^,000 men and 150 guns, all three of which Se completely (Arerthrew. 
Yet a calm exaipination of the circumstances accounts for this extra- 
ordinary success, (as much as it is {Possible to account for some of the 

* To invest a pl^e means to surround it in such a manner as to prevent its 
holding any corntnuhioation with the country : the attacking army sometimes se- 
cures its camp by forming it between tw'o sets of fortified lines ; the one called that 
of circtimvallation facing the country,; the other, that of countcrvallation^ facing the 
place. 



510 


A PP1>ULAR A'lKW OF 


events of the military career of that extraordinary monarch) ; for snch 
was the undisciplined and wretched state of the Russian army, that 
when they besieged Nerva in 1700 with 100,000 men and 150 pihees 
of hrtiliery, and which was defended by Baron de Hoorn and only 1000 
Swedish regular trooj)s, the besieged resfsted six weeks till imieved 
by Charles XII., whereas the little city of Nerva ought .to have been 
reduced to cinders iii one sixth of that time. ^ 

As soon as Charles had taught his adversary, F^eter the Great, tlie 
art of war, he was ruined in his attack upon the retrenched position of 
the Russians before Pultawa, in July 1709, fxltluvi^h he then led 
10,000 Swedes and 5000 Cossacks against the Russian lines defended 
by 70,000 men and 79 pieces of caitnon ; on which day Charles lost the 
fruit of nine years victory and of one hiuidred cc^mbats. 

That there is much truth in the maxiih just quoted from Voltaire, 
the page of military history fully proves ; but it is not the whole truth, 
aiuLno just maxim can be founded on partial truth. It would lead u$ 
away from our object, were we to follow the held that this subject 
opens to our view ; but we beg to recommend the ])eriisal of Colonel 
Jones's interesting and instructive memoranda relative to the Hues of 
Torres Vedras, thrown up to cover Lisbon in 1810, as by far the most 
able work that has ever been written on the just use of iield-works. 
If, as Napoleon said, the principles of tield fortificiitiun have need 
of being perfected, and this part of the art of war is susceptible of 
* great improvement," there is no living engineer more qualihed than 
Colonel Jones to point out the means to eiiect this improvement; at 
all events this little volume serves to ohow that the troops ^yaitingdii 
their lines at Torres Vedras was no proof of their weakness or of the 
enemy's superiority. 

Detached Worh\ — It is evident that a single work so situated as to 
render all approach to it difficult and dangerous, must be of great value 
in covering the front or fronts adjoining it. But it is difficult to give 
anv minute directions respecting such works, as their construction and 
value must solely depend on their inaccessibility, either from being 
situated on a rock or surrounded by an inundation or a marsh. If in 
hiw marshy ground, the principal faces of such a detached work 
should, if possible, be directed either on the main works or upon some 
obstacles, *so as to prevent an enemy aligning himself with their pro- 
longations to* enfilade them ; and whAe the guns of such a work should 
command all the apprudehes to it, the einbtasures should not admit of 
enenfy's batteries bring directly into them to dismount the guns. De- 
tached works (usually) are necessarily small, consequently good bomb- 
proof cover is absolutely requisite to prevent their being readily reduced 
by bombardmenf ; but, above ajl/'it is of the utmost importance to be 
able to carry succoiyr to the advanced work by a sure and covered 
communication. 

We have examples of detached works open at the gorge, and en- 
closed all round ; depending on their distance from the main works of 
the place. If ojierf at the gorge, the whole of the interior should be 
exposed to the tire of the place : generally, however, detached works 
are redoubts or forts, that is, works enclosed all round. On a flat dry 
space iu tlie middle of a marsli at Meuiii, therq are t\Vb horn-works, 
the one placed beyond the other. 
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At Namur; the hei^lits are occupied by strong redoubts within tlie 
range of each other's hre. 

^ F5rt Chri&toval occupies the summit of a rocky lieight at 500 yards 
distance from the fortress of Badujoz^ from which it is separated by the 
river Guadiuiia, (it is an irregular square fort^ see Jones’s Sieges^ 
plate vol i.)^ This fort offered a good and successful resistance when 
defended by thc^ French against the Allied army under the Duke of 
Wellington: First/from the 8tli to the J2th of IVIay 1811, when the 
besieging army marched out to meet Marshal Soult, who approached 
with the inte 2 itij»n.,uf rolieving Badajoz, and which brought on the san- 
guinary battle of Albuera on the Kith of May ; secondly, on the return 
of the army to resainie the siege of Badajoz on the 29th of May, when 
twenty-three pi feces? o( artiilery were placed in battery against Fort 
Christoval (its figure occupyiftg only a square of 800 feet) : it was par- 
tially breached and unsuccessfully assaulted on the night of the 0th of 
June. On the 9th of June, the Allies were again foiled in a galkint 
attempt to storm the breach ; and on the following morning the siege 
was raised. 

Here we see the importance of a well-situated detached work, diffi- 
cult of access ; for Christoval is constructed on such rocky ground as to 
afford little or no earth to cover the besmgers ; its good defence greatly 
liaiiipered the means of attack bn the main-Avorks of Badajoz. 

The detached lunetite of Picuriiia at ifadajoz (see vol. i. plate 4, 
Jones's Sieges,) offered a good resistance by t'he same garrison in 1812, 
in the successful attack by the Duke of Wellington’s army. The attack 
commenced on the 17tli of March, and the Picurina was gallantly car- 
ried on the night of the 25th March. Picurina is a work shaped like 
a ba.stiuii, having tAvo faces of 200 feet each, and two fianks of 70 feet 
each ; also a covered-wuy and glacis, and clo.sed at the gorge by a 
slight earthen breast-wuijc Avell ])alisadcd : it occupies a height about 
400 yards from the main-Avork, from Avliich it was then separated by a 
temporary ieiiudation of the stream Bi villas. 

It is of importance to dispute with an enemy every post capable of 
defence without the place ; and even strong buildings often afford the 
means of doing so : for instance, the French garrison that defended St. 
Sebastian in 1813, occupied the convent of St. Bartolomeo at about 
700 or 800 yards in advance of the Avorks of the tOAvn, and on the 
isthmus, which they strengthened«by a small redoubt : Avlien besieged 
by the Allies under the Duke of Wellington, a* period of six valuable 
days Avas occupied in reducing it, causing an expenditure; of 2505 
18-pound round shot, 19 18-puuiid grape, 331 8-inch shells, and 
143 6-inch.s])herical shells. 

Remarks . — It appears from the fbr^oiiig properties of retrenched 
camps and detached works, tliat an inferior army pii the defensive can 
seldom fail to find a formidable (losition on which to defend a town or 
place of consequence : no doubt a fortified pladb will afford better sup- 
|K>rt to such a position than an open town ; but still it appears that 
much may be done by a zealous and intelligent db-operation of the 
civil and military authorities of a nation when united against un ag- 
gressor. So fur has this opinion been carried, that it has been asserted 
that it is quitcT ueedlt^s to expend such immense sums of money on the 
construction of the regular works wp have described as constitiitiug the 
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defences of a fortress; and that it will suffice to throw up strong 
forts around a place^ (as shown in Fig. 72^) and connect them by lines 
of field-works in the day of need, liike most novelties, this has been 
pushed too far. To defend extensive positions covering large towns, 
great bodies of disposable troops and a national interest in the war, are 
requisite : and when such a position is forced at any hne point, what 
impediment is there to the destruction, pillage, and ruin of the town it 
was intended to cover ? History attests the value* of* good fortresses, 
which have been, in many cases, the^salvation of a state. ^ 

In our insulated position, as a great maritime) natjoa, it may be re- 
marked, that our great dock-yards and arsenals being our most valuable 
depots and positions, this mode of keeping an enemy at a distance from 
them is of vital importance. The range of shells thro\vn from mortars 
averages from one thousand yards to upwards of two miles. An enemy, 
therefore, who can establish a number of mortars within that distance 
of a. dock-yard or arsenal, would very soon totally destroy it, without 
any other proceeding. Hence the absolute necessity of constructing 
strong posts within range of each other around depots of a nature so 
easily destroyed ; a system of defence that we see has been partially 
followed at our first great naval depot and dock-yard. 


TUB THIRTY-FIFTH REGHiENT. 

LETTER OF KING CHARLES OF SFAIV TO UUEEX AKKE. 

Mr. Editor, — I herewith send you {.he following interesting letter 1 
have lately found, which was written by Charles King of Spain to Anne 
Queen of England, respecting the gallant behaviour of the 3.Vth regiment of 
foot, and the death of its Cmoiiel, Earl Donegal, in 1700. it appears that 
the 35th was raised at Belfast, in Ireland, in the year 1701, at the sole ex- 
pense of the then Earl of Donegal ; and made ar present of to King Wil- 
liam, (their facings are orange,) who appointed him Colonel of it, and sent 
the regiment out to Spain, to de&nd the rights of the Housp of Austria, 
and the Earl, with twelve of his grenadiers, was the first who set foot on 
shore. His Lordship was made Major-General of the Spanish forces in the 
year 1704. The regiment was for many years culled the Belfast Regiment, 
and the ground in Belfast where they were first drawn up, is to this day 
called the Farade. 

27th June 1831. B. 

' (cOPTt) 

J^ladain, my Sister,— It is always witli the utaiost satisfac.tion that I do justice 
to those worthy persons who signalized themselves by their conduct and valour in 
your Majesty's service and mine. My Lord Donegal was remarkably so when 
olive, and his brave regiment the 3dth of foot, and more particularly at the last 
siege of my city of Barcelona, both in his quickness in succouring it from Oerutia, 
and the long valiafit defence he aii^ Uis brave regiment made in Fort Montjuic, 
where he lost his lifo in the assault ; and it is in a great measure to his memory 
and gallant regiment, tfiat I am indebted for the preservation of that capital, and 
it be for the possessions I now hold in Spain. 

I shall injure your Majesty^s usual generosity, by offering to recommend to 
your favour the family of so worthy a gentleman, and also the oiheers of his brave 
regiment ; for 1 know your 'Majesty's Inclination to it ; I will only add, 1 will 
place all the marks of favour and aiknowlcdgmcnt which your Majesty will please 
to bestow on the family and the regiment to my own account, as well as the 
remaining obligation. t 

I am, with sincere grathnde and love, 

c , “ Your Brother, 

“ Bladrid, April 15tb, 1706. « Chari.es.'* 





RIPLE CARTRIDGES, 

WITH OnSKRVATIONS ON lUFI.Ji PllACTICf. 

JiV COLONS!. BIACSnONE. 

I PHF.su ME it will not bo cfenicd that the elRcacy of light infantry, in 
skirmishing, mainly doponds on the effect of each individual shot. 

It has been* sufiiciently'demoiistratcd, that a smooth barrel, such as the 
common musket, •will not propel a bullet witli any di'gree of accuracy even 
th(j short distance of fifty or sixty yards. Hence in most Kiiropean armies, 
the light troops or skirmishers have been armed with rifles, which giving to 
the bullet a rapid rotutidii on the axis of its flight, its unetpial friction in the 
barrel, and the uncfpiai resistance of tbj^ air to its iina\'oidably imperfect 
splierosity, are coiitinuoii^ly rectified during the whole course of its flight. 

I'he only objeiHunt to^tlie use i^f the rifle, as hitherto luanaged, and which 
has been held suflicienl to exclude its use from the French armies during 
the whole of the late war, is the inconveiiieiicc and loss of time experienced 
in loading it — the pdw'der and ball having to be introduced separately, and 
it being indisucnsable, that the hitter should be enveloped in a piece of gr^sed 
tissue, to facilitate its descent into the barrel with suflicieiit constriction to 
force its suh.stance into the spiral grooves from w'hicli it receives its rotation. 

After various experiments, I have found that with the cartridge I am 
about to describe, a c///c «//i^ b*‘ loaded wHhy at /co.v/, the. mme precUion and 
ejjie.ae.]t % the pre.seut ineoneenie.ut practit:(\ hat, at the same time, with eery 
nearly the eatse and raindity of a common mufsket. 

1 also exhibit a methryl by which common ^carbine or musket cartridges, 
(provided they are of the proper caliber,) may be cxpeditiou‘<ly converted • 
into rifle cartridges. 



Fig. 1. Represents the common prsier case, made <m a niandrin,-^ w'liich 
has its end well hollowed out. Upon* the paper being rolled, turned down 
and touched with glue, the concavity is perfected by pressure u|)on a bullet. 

Fig. 2. Is 4 bit of cotton tissue, of a thickness analogous to the more or 
less precise agreement of the calibers of the bullet and the barrel. It is a 

* Afaiidrin is the French name of the stick upon which cartridges are made. 
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square of two diametei's of the bullet^ and can be expeditiously made in 
great numbers^ by tearing the calico into strips of the requisite breadth ; 
when a dozen strips placed one ii)>oii the other, may be cut simultaneously 
into squares witli u chisel. 

Fig. 3. The bullet enveloped in the sc(uare^ of calico ; secured at the cor- 
ners by a couple of stitches, or a touch of glue. 

Fig. 4. The concave end of the paper case being touched, with glue, the 
enveloped bullet is placed upon it. 1 find that it is better to glue the cotton 
on to the paper-case previomly to stitching in the biillef. * 

Fig. 5. The above being dry, and tb& powder introduced, 1 would recom- 
mend the folding up represented at A, instead of the li^ture at present 
used; fur even without a touch of glue at the edge U,' this fold toniis a 
very secure closing, and is easier tlmn the ligature to tear off with the teeth, 
by a gentle turn of the hand, without any jerk or loss of p^mder. 

I'he rifle cartridge, to be completed, pasties to aqotlfcr hand, who with a 
brush, or in any other convenient way, gives t6 the cotton cover of the bullet 
the necessary greasing. 

lt,,is superfluous to point out, that tlie resistance of the air to the open 
ears formed by the folds of the cotton, detaches it from the bullet, on the 
instant of its expulsion from tlie ban*el. 

Fig. 6. Represents an ordinary carbine ball cartridge, converted into a 
rifle one, by a bit f»f calico being slightly pasted or glued around the bullet 
ond, and afterwards greased as above. C'm*e must be taken not to apply so 
much glue, or paste, as will cause it to penetrate through to the exterior 
surface of the calico, which is to receive the 'greasing. The latter method is 
only recommended as a ** m;ik&hift,*’ being very inferior to the other above 
'described, the stiffness of the subjacent paper, preventing the bullet from 
entering tlie grooves of the biurrel without an mconvenient applicatirui of 
force. This defect may, however, be partly obviated by teanng off the 
paper from around the bullet, with the exception of only one circumference, 
previouriy to applying the calico. ** 

I have made many experiments and thought a good deal, by way of ascer- 
taining the best caliber for answering the particular or general purposes to 
which the rifle may be applied. 'Wc all know th^t the resistance of the 
air is the chief obstacle whicli' projected bodies have to encounter ; it is so 
very great, that the range of projected spheres is more regulated by the de- 
gree of this resistance than by the velocity they receive from (he powder; 
Sbe increased velocity of the ball being met by a geometricsilly increased 
ratio of atmospheric resistance. The larger bullets, therefore, having less 
surface in proportion to their mass, are proportionately much less resisted ; 
so that the flights of the larger exceed those of the lesser, in more than the 
proportion 6f their respective diameters. For instance, a 3Slb. shot, whose 
diameter is ab6ut six inches, will, with ec'cn a less iiroportionate charge of 
powder, and at an equal 'ele^’ation, range )ialf«as tar again as a 9lb. whose 
diameter is four indies. The proportion whicli the surface of a sphere bears 
to its mass, mcreaaing in a geometrical ratio to the decrease of its diameter, 
— the smaller the sphere, the greater is the proportionate resistance it meets 
with in its flight. ^At length we And that small particles of the heaviest 
metals, becoming, as it were, neai;ly* all surface, will actually float in the 
atmosphere or remain suspended for a considerable time in the lightest 
fluids. Hence it is, that from the same piece, and with a similar charge of 
powder, we, shall And that 'the range of an ounce of bird-shot will regularly 
extend with the increased size of the shot employed, until, in progression, 
we get to the ounce IviUct itself, which fits the piece ; and which, by the bv, 
at an elevation, would not be impellea further if projected from a S4 Im 
cannon. 

The theory of the air’s regular resistance to the onward progress of the 
bullet, must also be applied to the irregular action o£ the wind acraes the 
line of its flight ; which action also increases in the ratio of the decrease of 
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the weight of the bullet. At the distance of 315 yards^ I have found a 
strong cross wind to cause a ride bullet of nineteen to the pound, to diverge 
froii\ three t<vfour feet. On the other band, 1 have used a rifle* carrying a 
bullet of eight to the pounds which, with the same wind, did not, 'at the 
sfinie distance, diverge more than about one foot. In constructing a butt 
for ride practice, regard should therefore be had to the more usual direction 
of the wind ;* gna as far as the locality will allow, the but should be placed 
so as to have the wind more frequently in the line of the range cither way, 
than across it. * * 

For general, and especially for military purposes, such large rides as the 
last mentioned would, coupled with the ammunition, be found too heavy. 
Tlie rides cominunly usc?l in the United States, carry, 1 am told, a bullet of 
thirty-two to the pound. The adoption so small a caliber, 1 take to have 
been occasioned In* the use of the ride ^eiiig, in that country, originally and 
generally coiidnea ttfthi;interior^f thick forests, wherein it seldom happens 
that an object is to be fired alf beyond the distance of one hundred yards; 
and where, moreover^ tlic wind is much less felt than in the open country. 

Under the above circumstances, the half-ounce rides are quite adeijyate 
to tiieir purpose; but, in a mure open, and especially in a moiiiitainou.s 
country, tlie caliber of rides should be considerably larger. In a hilly cou.i- 
try, you are often in uctiiai presence of the enemy, and capable of greatly 
annoVing him, at distances at which, on a plain, the view is interrupted and 
confined by tlie least coiishlerahle of surrounding objects. In a liilly coun- 
try, occasions are perpetually olteriiig, u herein long rifle ranges would cause 
considerable mischief to your opponents. Such long ranges can never he 
obtained, or depended o*«, with the lialf-ouiu^ rides of the Americajis and 
Tyrolese. • 

J f the foregoing observations arc founded on facts, it is easy to decide 
what sort of ride ^liould be applied to a partwtdar purpose. With respect to 
lH'tienil purposes, 1 am iiii^lined toTix the caliber of one ounce, or sixteen 
bullets to the ;|»uuiul. The English (lovornment rides are of nineteen or 
twenty to the pouml, tt> which ciiliber tlicre is little objection; especially as 
it is the same as that of the cavalry carbines and pistols. However, 1 could 
advance several reasons — ^ do not call tlieiii verp important <»nes — for pre- 
ferring the French regulation, according to Inch, all the fire-arms of all 
the different corps, both of cavalry and infantry, are of one and the same 
caliber, of si/teen bullets to the pound. 

AVith res^Hset to the rifle at least, I would most strenuously recommend 
the substitution of percussion for dint locks, over which the advantages of 
the former are as great, as the latter are superior to the huge wheel and 
pyrites locks of two centuries <igo. 1 ii comparison to the percii-ssioii gun, 
the very best dint one absolutely hangs dre, and one out of nine is usually 
a A cap is put on much ({gicker than a flint-lock is ^iriined ; there 

is no time lost in changing ^nts, and if Air. Jo}ve’s percussion powder he 
used, there is no foulness or corrosion whatever; lastly the rifles at pireseiit 
in use might be converted into copper-caps, at a tridiiig expense, t and new 

* Inmost, parts of England, north-east and south-west winds endure for about 
seven-eighths of the year. ^ * 

t 1 have invented a simple and edioHcious !nethod of rendering cupper-caps per- 
fectly water-pn>of. It consists in dipping the open rinf, or base of the cap, into 
tallow and rosin, melted in a plate over a lump. The^iiieltcd composition must not 
he so deep as to spresid into the cap up to the i>erciission powder at it^ extremity, 
but only so high as to form a slight lining of the tallow {u^und its' inner base. 
This will siiflic.e to cause the cap to close hermetically over tlie nipple ; so that, pro- 
vided it be not cracked, and the gun have no lateral vent-hole, (wliicli it ought not 
to have,) the loailed jncce may be put over the ha-k into a pail of water, without 
affecting either (he cap or the charge. For squirting pur|Mjses, it is sufKcient to 
have a few such caps instore for wet weather. For militai''y use, the whole of the 
caps might be so prejiured at tbu labonitpries. 
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copper-cap locks will cost less than Hint ones. The only objection ^to the 
chanj'e, (and I own it is a very great one indeed^) is the blind' prejudwe of 
custom, ^ 

To render the use of the copper-cap piece still more eligible, especially for 
military purposesj there should be no lateral yent-holc in the breech, but, in 
lieu of it a broad convex-headed screw, which upon being withdrawn opens 
a passage into the chamber under the nipple of an eighth 6f pn inch diame- 
ter. By this simple contrivance, which I have applied to all my own guns^ 
rifles and pistols, should any obstruction occur, either frOm Vet or dirt, which 
cannot be removed by merely probing i^ie nipple, it will infallibly be cleared 
out by removing the screw^ scooping out the passage into the- chamber, put- 
ting a little powder therein, and firing it off, after Aaviirg probed the nipple 
and replaced the screw. 'Fhe apeisture formed by tlie removal of the screw, 
greatly adds to the facility of washing the barrel. « 

Instead of the brush and brass wire-pricker required Tor *the present flint- 
lock service, the use of percussion pieces would make it necessary to substi- 
tute a little instimment of steel resembling the figure -f ; one half of the 
hor^ontal part being a four, or, what is perhaps better, a three-sided pricker, 
or probe, of about one- twentieth of an inch diameter ; the other half of the 
horizontal piece, forms a kind of little scoop, corresponding to the diameter 
of the lateral screw above mentioned ; upon the removal of which it is to be 
employed. The centre piece, or foot of the -r, is a turnscrew, surmounted 
by a little ring, to attach it to the jacket. As, how'ever, the instrument will 
not be often wanted, perhaps it had better be kept in the trap of the rifle- 
Btock, in the inside of which I attach it, by 'a thong, to a little screw" staple. 

I^)me persons recommend, ‘that instead of the (lateral screw above de- 
«* scribed, the nipple itself should be taken out, in case of obstruction, or for 
the purpose ot washing the barrel. This is not only ineffective, but highly 
improper, as it requires the use of a particular-shaped key, or pincer, to un- 
screw the nipple — whereas such things .is will turn a screw, or serve t1ie 
purpose of a pricker, are to be found everywhere. 

1 he percussion powder for the caps snould by ^ill means be composed of 
the nitrate of mercury, first brought into use by Mr. F. Joyce, of Old 
Compton Street. This, instead of having the slightest tendency to corrode 
the piece, would rather appear to possess an anti-oxidating property ; for 1 
have repeatedly found, that having fired upwards of twenty rounds with this 
percussion powder, and laid the piece by for a month without tlft least clean- 
ing — it has been, at the expiration of that time, as perfectly free from the 
least speck of rust, as the day it came new from the maker s shop. This 
would certainly not be the cjise even with a common flint-lock ; but as for 
the common percussion powder, composed of superoxygenated muriate of 
potash, it ahtually corrodes the parts of a gun as much as a drop of nitric 
acid itself; in*'fact, upon combustion, it- evolves, and leaves a residuum of 
that active fluid upon the iron, Tho conseqiteut rapid destruction of the 
parts tfs such as would, especially in military service, occasion great incon- 
venience. * 

1 have often compared notes, and reflected upon the respective advan- 
tages belonging tqthc magazine and copper-cap locks, either for military or 
sporting purposes. Of magazine ^icks hitherto invented, the best find sim- 
plest is that by Forsytl], w ith the magazine sliding upon a fdane, in which is 
the touch-hole, being connected with the cock by a bridle, whicli causes it to 
follow or precede its motions. For military use, this lock has the advantage 
over tho copper-cap, inasmuch as it saves the time and attention required 
for priming; nothing, else being -required than to cock and pull the trigger. 
In rifle practice, the use of this lock will more than retrieve the small addi- 
tional portion of time which it requires to push down even my rifle cartridge, 
above w hat it takes to drop a cartridge into a common musket, with all its 
windage. On horseback, the advantages of such magazine *lock8 are still 
more evident and important; as everyone knows whR an awkward loss of 
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time apd powder the operation of priming a flint lock occasions to a horse- 
man in motion; whereas^ with the magazine, containing thirty or forty 
prif^ings, an^ a swivel ramrod, a carbine or pistol may be loaded w'ith the 
same speed and precision on horseback, at a trot or a gallop, as when sitting 
still in a chair. It is certiiinlv easier to put on a c^jiper-cap than to ])rime a 
flint-lock; but, with the magazine, there is no priming operation at all. 
With the cfimmihi corrosive percussion powder above spoken of, the maga- 
zine-lock certainly become^ very unfit for military purposes ; for after having 
fired a shot or tw^, without subsLMjueiit cleaning, the lock will he nearly itn- 
moveahlo the day after. However, in the late Spanish campaign of 18^3, I 
had several magazine rides and pistols, and no other than the corrosive per- 
cussion powder ;■ *hait thfi officers and men to whbrn I entrusted them, were 
so proud and so c.areful of them, as to kep)i them always in the most perfect 
order. Any how is evident, that forVavalry officera at least, the percussion 
Mfigazme locks ^re ^in^oiihtedl)% to he preferred ; and for both officers and 
men, 1 will observe en it is far belter to have one lioiible pistol, 

than two, or half a dtizcii single ones; ami that, wlietber one or two pistols 
be used, they should,* upon going into action, bo secured liy a tlioiig to the 
Bw^ord-belt, so as, in case of need, to be instantly disposed of by ifeiiig 
dropped over the left shoulder, liy having only one pistol, one holster may 
he converted into a convenient pouch. It is esstuitial, that in double pistols, 
carbines, or rilles, the axis of the barrels slmuld be perfectly parallel from 
breech to muz/le. If this be strictly attended to, it is not of much con- 
sequence whether they be disposed sis in a fowling-piece, or, sis it is csillcd, 

under and over.’* One*‘^ umler and over** pistol, eight inch harrels, (the 
upper one rifled,) nineteen bore — swivid ramrod, — with a moveable spring 
butt, to be kept in the other holster wlieu not in use, is an excellent weapon* 
for an officer. *i'ho moveable butt must also serve the purpose of a mallet 
ill loading the rifle barrel. Three or four slight taiis will send the ball 
hdme ; for, particularly on borselflick, a rifle-barrelled [>istol cannot well be 
loaded by pushing with so small a ramriHl. \\'^itli the smooth barrel, the 
party may fire aivjiy, either with hall or ray buck-shot cartridges, described 
ill the next section and drawing, as fast as he pleases. 

'J'he copper-can offers the advantage of somewhat greater simplicity, find 
consequent less liability to derangement ; and above all, it is, wnth the ap- 
plication of tallow and rosin above described, perfectly water-proof For the 
rifle militar;^ service, therefore, it might perliaps, in one point of view, be 
])referab]e to the magazine ; and certainly it is so, in every respect, for 
fowling-pieces ; in the use of which, protection from the rain is of much more 
importance than the gain of a few seconds in Joa<liiig, and where none of the 
inconveniences of priming on horseback are experienced. J>iielliiig pistols 
should decidedly be co]iper-caps. With such pistols there is ^o occasion 
whatever for a magazine ; and 1 ha^'e found that a delicate trigger cannot 
be subjected to the slightest^ casual pull or strain of the magazine stirrup 
without great liability to accident. • 

A remarkable defect in all the rifle-shooting that I have even seen is, the 
improper construction of the ramrod, which is much too light. From this it 
results, tlxit, either the Imllet is inserted with too litjle constriction to 
ensure its revolving on its axis to the en(ji of an extensive flight; or upon a 
tighter fit being attempted, much time ami awkwarjj exertion are expended 
in driving it properly home.** 

The friction to be overcome in forcing a bullU into a rifle is, jn some re- 
spects, analogous to that of a wedge or a nail in entering a piece of wood. 
Nobody would think of driving a nai^or a wedge by mere pressure or pnslt- 
iny, which would not effect the ohjeci with a thousand times the force that 
would suffice in the shape of percussion or impingement.* To load a rifle 

* From expefiments made in Portsmouth Dock-yard it results, that a man of 

medium strength, striking with a moll weighing eighteen pounds, and the handle 
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with a mallet is out of the question, especially for military purposes; but I 
find that the very best effect is produced by having the ramrod of solid 
brass, considerably heavier than the iron ones of the govcrrin\ent rifle^. I 
have also a bit of liard wood, turned into the shape of a pestle, acutely 
convex at the thick end ; and to qualify it for hasty use, 1 fasten it by a 
string to the button of my jacket. With this 1 give the ball a smart tap, 
which drives it below the ventre of its circumference, inVo the grooves of 
the barrel. If the latter be perfectly clean, the Tmllet will go down all the 
way by mere puMng ; but this will not be the case aftef a few shots have 
been fired, unless the bullet be smaller than it should be. how, the 

ramrod ought always to be Jiung down once or twice, in conclusion ; as the 
particular ring^ and^ar, so produced, furnish the orfly tra^ criterion of the 
bullet being really ** home. ^ 

The ramrod being of the proper weight, and the end a]iplied to the bullet 
being nearly equal to its caliber, and welk countersunk, the bullet will be 
moved by it with a few easy percussions ; aT«d should the bjirrel be ever so 
foul towards the breech, one or Xvro^flings^ with such a ramrod, will send the 
bullet ** home " with the assured riiig. Neither a woollen nor a light metal 
ramfod will produce this effect after a few shots. 

The ramrods 1 have had constructed for my own use are of solid brass, of 
about half an inch diameter, except the end applied to the bullet ; which for 
a couple of inches is so large as just to fit easily into the barrel. This large 
end is bored conicjilly out, so as to contain between two and three drains of 
powder, which in leisure shooting serves to introduce the charge with the 
ride reversed. The ball-drawer, when rcrfaired,«screws into the other end 
of the rod. , o 

• The government ride ramrods might, for economy's sake, be made of iron ; 
but they should be much heavier than they are. It in afmlutelg nccemiry to 
good and quick rifle-shoothig that the hullet should he driven into the mouth of 
the piece, hy a stroke of some sort or other, previously to the use of the ramrod. 
Should the little wooden pestle mentioned above be deemed inconvenient in 
militai’y practice, which 1 opine it is not, a similar effect might be produced 
by a ta]) with the round button-like end of the present ride ramrods ; though 
for the sake of the barrel 1 would recommend t^at this button should be 
of soft copper. Were it m^de more convex, it would drive the bullet 
further in. 

It is evident that for actual service the practice cannot be l^endcred too 
simple ; so I only just mention, er^ passant, that in my own cartridge-pouch, 
twelve cartridges to be used first, are made witli thicker cotton, which, for 
distinction’s sake, is red or blue. So, as the barrel becomes foul, I get to 
the other cartridges, of somewhat easier introduction. 1 have found it very 
pleasant ev6n to divide my cartridges into three different dts — ^red, blue, and 
white. A ride, however, deteriorates iikaccuraey of shooting, in prmiortion 
to the number of shots dved without cleaning the barrel. For the foulness 
accuifmlating mostly towards the breech, forms there a certain degree of 
constriction land obliteration of the grooves, into which part the bullet being 
forced, no longer dts the other and greater portion of the barrel, so as to 
ensure its spinning upon its axis to the end of a long range. After twenty- 
dvo shots, without cleaning, at 315,yird8, in very dry weather, I have found 
the bullets begin to deviate a little, as they no longer struck the target on 
the side which had come foremost from the barrel. 

With rMpect to the riienian’s cartridge-pouch, it should certainly be 
placed in mnt, buckling round the waist with a broad strap. The great 
thickness or projectian which is given to the English ride pouches has many 
inconveniences, one of which is, that the weight being concentrated into one 

of which was forty-four inches long, would start a large iron bolt, aliout one eighth 
of an inch every blow ; but that it requires a pressure of one hundred and seven 
tons to press the same bolt down the same quantity ; thmigh a very small addi- 
tional weight pressed it quite home.’* * * 
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almost cubic mass, causes great fatigue and annoyance, and, perhaps, injury, 
to the "bearer., So far from having any such shape, 1 have iuund that the 
pouch ought to be so Hat as only to contain one tow of tin tubes for cart- 
ridge, twenty-four of which occupy a space of about fourteen inches from 
hip to hip.* The tubes being about hve inches long, open at each end, but 
divided in the middle by a dia/^hragm, contain two cartridges each. When 
the uppermost rw is consumed, to get at the others it is only required to 
draw out the tabes, and roverse them in the pouch. If the cartridges are 
closed up, accordieg to the method recotfimendod, (Figs. 4 and .5,) they may, 
from the increased diameter of tlie folded end, be mi'ide to stick more or less 
firmly in the reversed half of the tubes when these arc drawn out to be 
turned. The po.icl} covers up with a flap of flexible leather, saturated with 
linseed oil, and secured at pleasure with a round button and loop. At one 
or both ends of the^ pouch is a little leather hag, whic.h may contain one or 
more packets of cartridges. , I prefer, however, the method I have oh- 
served amongst the Calabrians qiid Corsicans, who, had they rifles, would he 
the most formidable skirmishers in the world. Their pouches go all round 
the bodv, though sometimes it is, as it were, a double poiicli, with only small 
intervafs at each hip, occupied by a bayonet on one side, and a middi^^g- 
sized pistol on the other. From having only one row of tubes, these pouches 
are so little ]irotiiborant, as to he scarcely more per<;eptible, under or over 
the jacket, than a simple holt would be. When the cartridges are exhaust- 
ed in front, the pouch is easily slipped round as much as required. More- 
over the weight being so distributed all round tlic body, gives scarcely any 
inciimhranco ; and I have found ^it a further improvoinent to partially sup- 
port it by braces, worn under the jacket or w^vstcoat. Slips from the usual 
trovvser suspendei;s will answer the purpose. , 

1 must yet add a few words, by way of roeommendiiig some essential 
alterations in the mctho<l of exercising the trooxw to the use of that weapon, 
which will in most respects apply to the musket, carbine, and pistol. 

In all the ril^o or musket ]iracticc that I have ever seen or heard of, the 
men are made to fire at a target of abodt three feet diamet<^r, placed hejore a 
bank or mound of earthy which receives all the missintj bullets / Nothing can 
lie more inelfectuiii in the way of instruction than this method ! Every sliot 
which misses the target nii;^ht as well have been fired vertically in the air, for 
any instruction it can have afforded to the firer ! Even those bullets which 
do strike the* target, will furnish no precise criteria of experience, unless 
the actual mark of each be immediately pointed out to the man who fired it. 

The butt, or rather wall, for teaching rifle or musket shooting, should be 
at least twelve feet square, or rather twelve feet broad and twenty high. It 
should he covered entirely w'ith civst-iron plates, of about three-quarters of 
an inch thick. A convenient moveable butt may he com}>osed of a rectan- 
gular frame of wood, traversed like a window'-fraiiie, by piecoe of >vood, at 
right angles or diagonally, having holes at the intersections for the admis- 
sion of nat-headed bolts, by \^iich the four corners of the cast-iron i^tes, 
corresponding to the size of the square divisions, will be secured to the 
frame, in close connexion with each other. Such a butt being set up end- 
ways, need .only be connected, by a pulley at the top, to a couple or poles 
fixed in the earth, or to the top of a raoveahic triangle.' Any inclination 
either forwards or buckw'ards may be givetl to it by means of the pulley. If 
it be inclined backwards at an angle of eighty to eTghty-fivc degrees, the 
bullets, at medium and short ranges, will be i'eflected upwards nearly 
perpendicularly in the air. 

The ground, in front of the butt, should he veil levelled to the distance 
of about thirtv yards, and covered witli sifke<l road-scrapings, in preference 
to turf, gravel, or sand. 

* Supposing lAie rifle-bullet to be nineteen to the pound, and allowing to the 
cartridge two drams^ofl powder, which, with a iierciission rifle, of the proper 
weight, is enough for good shooting jit/.wr hundred yards. 


520 


RIFLE CARTRIDGES. 


As unnecessary waste should in all cases be avoided, there is no reason 
why the recovery of the bullets should not be attended to. Xhe best way to 
ensure this^ is to give to the surfac^e of the butt an inclination forward of 
about ten degrees upon the horizontal line, which will cause the buUbts to 
be reflected downwards upon the smooth »ound in front. The recovered 
lead might be given as the perquisite of thd marker/* or to the best shot 
at the drill. < 

A little oil one side, and about five* yards in* advance of the butt, there 
should be a little screen or epauienient, behind wliich a«man might safely 
stand to perform the oflice of “ mark/^r.*' This marker must be provided 
with a pot of lamp-*black and water, with a brush aflixed to a long stick, and 
a wot of whitewash. He must also have a bit of n;}ialk, ^r box of various- 
coloured wafers, to mark the shots. To prepare the butt for shooting, it 
must be blackened all over. An dbject is then to be de^^^giiated in the mid- 
dle, either with whitewash, or with one, or more sheeU of white paper, 
according to the distance, and to the proficiency* of the men who are to 
practise. f 

Instead of a circular object or target, I recommend for military practice, 
.a (fcrpendlcular parallelogram of two, four, six, twelve, or more inches, 
broad, and one, two, three, or five feet higli. If such a figure be made witii 
whiting on the black butt, the bullets will m;ikc very distinct black marks 
upon it, while those which miss it, will leave white ones on the butt. If 


paper be used, care must be taken that it be not moved about by the wind. 
Pieces of thick sheet-iron, of the shape and dimensions lust described, to 


with a white stick blackened at the 'end, its precise situation. He will also 
^intout the site of those unresponsive shots whicli do not hit the mark. 
The presiding offleer eAiould use a telesc«.pe. This method will obviate tlio 
necessity qf peruetuaUy ^walking up to the target, which occasions much 
loss of time, confusion, and danger. ' 

AS' 1 have always observed, that it gives most satisfaction to the fircr 
when he sees the object fifed at actually knocked down from its situation, 
^ this result might easily be obtained either with ptates of plaster of Paris, or 
rwlth metal ones. It may be also Well to observe, that a bright red is un- 
doubtedly the colour which can be seen at the ^eatest distance, and, 
consequently, the properest for< a bull's eye.” 

' Jfivery sltot being marked, and' pointed out to the man who fired it, he 
will alwa3r3 be able to form criteria, by which to regulate his next attempt. 
Men might as well bo made to shoot at a buttle in the dark, as to practise 
without kriowing where the bullet strikes, except when they may chance to 
hit the bull’s oye I J wiU venture to a^rt, tluit five shots fired with care, 
comparison, and refleetjon, will produce more improvement than fifty 


in the usualjrratibnal manner ! 


It is pasticulai^ requisiter to attend to the perpAidicuhtr line ; and that 
no shot be allowed.^ which Strikes the butt at more than five feet 
from the ground* In service it is far better that the bullet should fall rather 
short,' than that*it |^dalcPg& over the adver8ary*.s head ; as in the former 
case, if it Bq on tola|tebly>ldvel ground,, and in the right perpendicular direc- 
t^h> tberfl is a great |i[fOD^ilit:^of its hitting him by the ricochet. : 

Both in rifle and ‘pistqlrshoming'dn absurd custom prevails, of pointing 
the piece upwards quo hrininng'it d^wh to a level with the oi>ject to bO fired 
at. Instead of th^',p1racti(^ to which i;here are many objections, the piece 
should previously .tq be pointed downwards^ at less than a 

yard from the foot of the firer. It is then to be steadiW raised up in the 
x' line of the objeot, and wlien within a certain distance mm the proposed 
ilevcl, the tmger (if not h detent) should be gradually premised, according 
/to the knowledge which the^rer has of it, so that it ihay just go off, without 
r any pu//, at the desired moment. WnUe' the piece is in motion up’trhirdo, 
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the perpendicular line described will bo true and steady, and the quicker 
the motion tlie truer the line. When the periiendicular motion ceases, the 
horisufital vacillation beg^ins. The aim, there tore, should not he prolonged 
beyond the arrival of the sight at the intended level, but whenever it is so, 
the piece must be lowered belew it, and brought up again. 

After a certaiq period Of practice, the men should be obliged to hre by 
signal, and with a limited* aim. For' example: the man, with his left foot 
foremost, erect, .vid^ looking steadfastly at the ol>ject, with the piece point- 
ing to the ground, as above mentioned, the word is ^iven to ** cock/* Then 

one— two --three — four!” at the rate of a pecoiid*s pendulum. The riiis- 
iiig of the piece mijst ciynmcncc at one,” aiul -.thc shot be off at “ four !*' 
After some practice the numbers may he counted quicker, and only extended 
to " three !*' By this method, the men Avill learn to shoot in the most effi- 
cacious manner ;^tor •the most accurate marksman will find his ability com- 
paratively unavailing it/ real service, unless he can apply it in a quick and 
off-handed way. lie will find that it is one thing ti» aim leisurely at a stti- 
tionary iron target, iuid an4»ther to shoot at men in motion, who are briskly 
returning him the compliment ! • 

By strict attention t<i the foregoing hints, any man endued with an ave- 
rage share of aptness and intelligence, ought, in favourable w'eather, after 
the proper progression of instruction for a month, to put, at least, three 
balls out of six into a target of tw(» feet by five, at the distance of four hun- 
dred measured yards. He would, morever, with my rille cartridges, and the 
ramrod above described, kuid \^ithin loss than twenty per rent, as fust as 
can be done with a common musket, which |^red by the hume hand at the 
Sfune distance, would not hit a mark of twice the size one time in fifty I ^ 

Mr. Benjamin Hobins, the celebrated author of “ N^ew Principles of tlun- 
nery,” concludes his tract on Rified-borrelled pieces,'' witli the following 
remarks. I shall therefore cloiie this paper with predicting, that, what- 
ever state shall thoroughly understand the uature and advantages of rified- 
barrel pieces, and having facilitated aiftl completed their construction, sluUl 
introduce into their armies their general use, with dexterity in the manage- 
ment of them; they will by this means acquire a superiority, which will 
almost equal any thing that has been done, at any time, by the particular 
ex(;ellcnce of any one kind of arms; and will, perliaps, fall but little sliort 
of the w'Druleiful effects wbich liistories relate to have been formerly produced 
by the firet inventors of fire-arms." 

JV,B. 7/*, when Jlfr, Boljfne wrote the above, he had known how to load (he 
rifle with the same case and rapidity as the common musket, by means of my 
rifle cartridges, and, moreover, to combine with it an anssiliary far mom 
powerful and efficient than the bayonet, UmI is my infantry lanCe, 4c would 
have had far greater catise to mitieipMte the most important resMs. 

. Whenever the percussion principle sliall be adopted in tlie army5 as it 
certainly one day must, my plan of the lateral screw and jirepdred cap de- 
sccibed above, is the only one tha^ .will perfectly answer. It is unavailing 
for the percussion powder in the cap Jho be vrater-proof^i as the water, by 
reason of the attraction of surfaces, ascends between the CAp and the- nipple^ 
and wets the powder in the latter. . My preparatioiuof tallow and rosin ap- 
plied to the interior surface of the c^, entirely prevents this iutnrtiucyon 
of water, so that the gun will go^ off after Jbein^f wet with ram for a week. 
According to the climate, more or >S8 rosin mqst, bp added to the tallow. I 
find I can apply, the composition tQ*the caps Vitfc. sufficient rapidity, by 
means of a little camel-hair pencil, or with a piece ' of hot iron yrm a little, 
less than the diameter of the caps. These water-tight caps must he larger, 
than the unprepared ones,t$ allow for the space occupied by the composition. 
They mustoUo be stigmg, so as not to open upon being pressed on to thq 
nipi^. 

u. S. Jouajl. No* 33* „ 2 m 
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A BHQBT time after the battle of Albuera^ an affair occurred in wbicli 
a squadron of the 3rd Dragoon Guards most gallantry charged, and 
drove out of the wood near that tovvn^ an infinitely superior force of 
the French cavalry. This squadron had been* detached on duty along 
with some Spanish troops, who^ on the commenceuieiit of the action, 
fled and deserted it after a feeble, ^demonstration, rather tending to 
encourage, than intimidatp the enemy. Ca'ptains Watts and Mannsell 
leading on their men with the utmost coolness and braVery, re]mlsed and 
overthrew their opponents with considerable loss. Caf^t. Watts himself 
was wounded, and a few men and a subaltern oificerwere killed. This 
partial combat w^ highly spoken of at the time *by Sir Rowland Hill ; 
but from some circumstances, connected, as was understood, with the 
mis^nduct and cowardly desertion of the Spaniards, no official notice 
was taken of it in any dispatch. 

At the glorious and complete victory of Salamanca, it is well known 
how greatly the conduct of the cavalry contributed to the result. The 
Gazette account says, Under Lieut.-Gcn. Sir Stapleton Cotton, a 
most gallant charge was made against a body of the enemy’s inffintry, 
which they cut to pieces.” But this iehonly^a concise notice of the 
admirable manner in which that distinguished a^d able officer brought 
• his troops into action, supporting C^n. Pakenham's corps until the ini« 
pression had been made upon the French line, and then throwing his 
squadrons forward on the ri||bt, and putflanking and bearing £>y|fu 
column after column of' the infantry, as they vainly endeavoured to 
rally and recover their lost order.* The 5th Dragoon Guards and 4th 
Dragoons were particularly distinguished upon tUs occasion, nor was 
any very heavy loss sustained by the victors, except in the death of 
GeiiA he Marchant, in whom the .country wasf deprived of a noble 
ccr,” to quote from the dispatch, in lidiich a just, tribute was paid to his 
merit Iw Lord Wellington. Salamanca, it may be observia, was one 
of the mw occasions during tSm Peninsular Wary where circumstances 
and opportunity allowed of ahy large united force of the British cavalry 
taking a prominent and conspicuous part in a genecal action ; and both 
their leader and the troopa under his command, acquitted themselves 
with no ordinary degree of credit andrsuccesi^ as has been fully allowed 
by the French offii^ikv particularly by I^ffl^ont himself, who was 
n^en abov^ praising an enemy/ and who, however unfortunately his 
military caf’eer lini.^rmiiiated in the last revolution, must, both from 
science .^and eacperlence, 'Midways s^dj^igh among the Marshals who 
earned their- bloody laurelk undei^ Napoleon. After the retreat from 
Burgos, the first amir of cnvalr^was in 1813, at Morales, when Colonel 
(now Ci»Iquhounj*‘OTant, ^ the head^of the Hussar Brigade, him- 
self leading the md followed%iid j^upported by the 16th and 18th 
Hussars, made a judjkpous and well-timed, atta^ on a consider 
able body of French pf the proximity of which he had received 

.infocmation, and hid ifi consequence >adimced in carder to bring tbfem 
tp action. Thej^ could not be a mote coiiiplete overtlurarw than ^tbe 
cavaliy received on this occasion from Britisbi They Weie 
^driven hack in utter disorder and confaskm «Qpjii ;their infuiti^ dnii 

— I . fc f r > „■ , ;^*T , 

^ * Continued from page 963. 
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artillery, with the loss of a great number of hilled and ^younded, and 
abave two* hundred prisoners. At Vittoria, the nature of the ground 
did not admit of the cavalry being employed during the engagement, 
and until the battle of Ortihea, there occurred no cavalry action of any 
consequence. Jn the official account of that battle, we find the follow- 
ing passage.' < 

The only oppdHunity which offered to charge was taken advantage of 
by Sir Stapleton Cotton with LieAt.-Gen. Lord E. Somerset’s Brigade, in 
the uei^hourhqpd of ^ault de Navailles, where^ the enemy had been driven 
from the high rUbd by Lieut -Gen. Hill: the 7th Hussars distinguished 
themselves on this occasion, and mad^e many prisoners.’’ 

This attacl<^ bf« the 7th I}ussars was, in its details, very deserving 
of the praise bestowdd, for .being made exactly at the opportune mo- 
ment when the enemy had first j^en driven from their positions by the 
infantry, the confusion was increased to a degree only to be appreciated 
by those who have seen the extraordinary panic which falls u])on broken 
infantry when the cavalry ore among and the pursuers re- 

turned with almost double their number of ))risoner8, and witii but 
little loss to themselves. 

On the day before the battle of Thoulouse, the 18th Hussars in the 
advance fell in with apd attacked two regiments of French cavalry, 
which affair was thus noticed in the Duke of Wellington's dispatch. 
** The 18tli Hussars, under the immediate command of Colonel Viviant 
had an opportunity of making a most gallant attack upon a superior 
body of the enemy’s cavalry, lyhich they drove through the village of 
Oroix d’Orade and took about 100 prisoners, giving us possession of a 
most important bridge upon the river Ers, whidi it was necessary to 
pass ill order to attack the enemy's position." The details of this affair 
show beyond all question, that the success was not owing to mere cour- 
age and impetuosity, iSut that the steadiness and ^od order of the 
Hritish cavalry were equally conspicuous. The leading squadron only 
of the 18tfi was the attacking force, the remainder of the regiment 
being withheld in reserve, at a considerable distance in the rear, so as 
to have allowed of the party which made the attack falling back and 
rallying behind the main body, had they been less successful, without 
any ^aard of the latter being involved in the confusion. The disposi- 
tion of the French, on oth<ir hand, showed great want of caution 
and judgment, for they v^erc formed in one united column up^ the 
causeway beyond the bridge, so that the moment the charge^of the 
leading squadron of tlie 18th had overthrown those immediately in 
front, the disorder spread to the rear of the whole column, which pre- 
sently became an unmanageable and confused^ crowd*, unable to effect 
smy regular retreat, or make their escape on the flanks where they were 
confined and hemmed in by deep ditches, intd which many of them 
were forced, with heavy loss to themselves and very little to jthe victors, 
of whom only a few private soldiers were, killed, and Colonel Vivian 
and Capt. Croker wounded. • * * 

. Ill the batde of Thoulouse there was little employffient for the cavalry, 
and we proceed to close the account of their actions in the Peninsula, 
W AoticiQg tbe inconsiderable but ver^ gallant aflTair in which Miyor 
Imger, with a 8qvAdron,of the 12th Light* Dragoons, having fallen In 
with a strong picket of French* inffintry, not only threw them into 

a M ^ 
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complete diRprder by his resolute charge^ but contriving to prevent the 
escape of any of the detachment, marched the whole of them prisoners 
into the British lines. 

Want of information has prevented the enumeration of many bril- 
liant actions of the cavalry during the Peninsufar war, iv contest so full 
of great events, that in the dispatches no room could be afforded of 
recording any other than the principal fet^tures of what ^curred. The 
record books of the 14tli and other dhtiiiguished regiments, whenever 
their contents are investiggited and published, wil\ prove^nure than any 
assertions we could now make ; but it is singular hoW very great difli- 
culties the commanding officers have met with in the compilation of 
these records from the confused recollections of dates,, tfiei great changes 
which the lapse of years has caused in the^ranks W the army, and the 
few officers and soldiers now in the cavalry who were actors in the 
glorious and bloody scenes of the Peninsula. 

The battle of Waterloo, that memorable crisis which showed the asto- 
nished nations that Napoleon was not invincible, and that his great rival 
was destined at last to tear the laurels of a quarter of a century from his 
brow ; that victory which in its results has hud no parullel in history, 
and has raised the soldier of Great Britain, if any thing was wanting 
after the Peninsular war, to his proper s^atioiv among the military of 
Europe, has been most invidiously quoted against our cavalry, but more 
especially the light dragoons, not from any general and fair inference, 
but principally on account of the reverse sustained on the 17 th by the 
7th Hussars. Every detail of that disaster of a regiment which had 
established a character of long standing in the army, must, if candidly 
examined, refute completely the ufijust imputation under which they 
were condemned to suffer until the popular cry, or rather calumny, had 
subsided. The cavalry, it will be remembered, had on the 10th made 
a very long and fatiguing -forced march front their cantonments to 
Quatre Bras, where they arrived very late, having many of tliein come 
above thirty-five miles since the morning. Early next day, 17th, the 
whole army commenced retreating upon the position of Waterloo, 
marching in two columns with the ciivalry covering their rear. Those 
who retreated by the main road were severely pressed, and that squa- 
dron of the 7th Hussars which formed the actual rear-guard, was 
harassed by skirmishing and partial attacks during almost the whole 
of thf day, without rest or intermission, n The French cavalry in 
advance under Gen. Colbert, were admirably led by that distinguished 
officer, and \)ressed vigorously forward both in the street' of Gemappe, 
and at the crossing of the bridge at the extremity of that village. Tnis 
it is necessary ^o Notice, because those who have served much against 
them, are well aware of the extraordinary effect produced on French 
troops, especially cav&lry, by finding themselves in the situation of 
pursuers, up matter under wnat circumstances, or whether their oppo- 
nents ore. retiring of their own accord, and for an ultimate object, or 
are relaeto]|t!ly yielding the ground before them. 

Soon aii^ passiifg Gemappe, die infantry beginning to march into 
poritimr. It became necessary to check the pursuit of the French cavalry, 

‘ imd* the '7th Hussars were accordingly ordered to make ifiront to their 
^i(ef^,,ilnd charge the head of Colbert’s column. Obhfidence in his own 
distinguished regiment, of whose courage and conduct he had so 
' had'-every ea^rience, unfprtunately led Lord Anglesey to for- 

11 ^' die discouraging and distressing duty ou which the rear squadron 
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liud,been employed during the day^ and not stopping to relieve them 
by fresher* troops^ he instantly commanded them to attE^ek their pur- 
suers. Now, be it observed, the scene of conflict was n deep road cut 
down through the rise of the hill, with very higli and steep banks, and 
so utterly ruined and saturated with the rain which had fallen, that the 
horses were uCctually u*p to their knees in a wallow of mud, through 
which the fatigued and exhausted animals were driven to the attack, 
not of an ordftiaiiy column of cavalry but of a serried mass of lancers, 
so crowded upon from behind, Chat they knew they could not retreat, 
and instead advancing to meet the 7th Hussars, contented themselves 
with stiffly setfing their lances in the rest, as it were, and receiving 
the charge behind the formidable^ chevaux-de-frise they were thus 
enabled to ]7rcs^iit, and whjch might bid deflaiice to any but a most 
rapid as well as furibus onset, such as the weary horses of the 7th were 
quite incapable of making through the sea of mud in which they were 
embarrassed. JVlajor Iludge and Mr. Meyer, the adjutant, fell among 
the foremost in desperately attempting to break through the array of 
lances, and nearly half of the squadron met the same fate. The re- 
mainder, dispirited by the loss of their gallant leaders, and falling into 
irreparalde confusion, were driven back, till the banks of the road be- 
coming more accessible, as they retired, enabled them to rally and 
recover their order, at was that the first Life Guards, who had 

hithert<» been uumoli^sted in their march, fully conscious of their own 
valour and strength, and of the weiglit and power of their horses, having 
undergone no fatigue, and in eagt'r spirits for combat with an enemy of 
whose vicinity they were inaile every moment more aware by the ani- 
'mnting shouts bcliind them, which only stimulated their repressed 
ardour, received the long wished-for command to go threes about and 
charge the Freiicli column. Led by the brave Major Kelly, they went 
down, rear rank in front, upon tln'ir opponents, with a force and vigour 
wliich nothing could Vithstand. The lancers having lost their first 
array, in pursuit of the broken hussars, were no longer able to protect 
tlieinselve^ as before, and that very solidity, arising from numbers 
crowded into small space, which had been such advantage to them 
while they retained their formation, now only served to render them 
an easy prey to their almost gigantic adversaries, who rode over and 
forced them down the hill wdth overwhelming impetuosity. Three 
times they attempted to rally* and as often wore thoy charged with 
equal success by the Life Guards, who thus eflectually secured the 
retreat of the army into its position, and terminated the flgliAing for 
that day upon the main road. On the other road, the eifemy brought 
some artillery more than once into action against the cavalry whicli 
formed \he rear guard, but no serious interruptiol# of the retreat on 
that lino of march was atteiii]ited. * 

In the great battle of the llJtb, the principaP operations on the part 
of the cavalry may be divided into three penods. - ^ 

The charges of the Household Troops and King’s Dragoon Onar^a • 
against the columns of cuirassieiTa who attacked^ the position on the 
right of the road. 

The charge of Sir W. Ponsonby’s brigade, the Royal, Greys, and 
Enniskillena, upon Count Erloii’a columns, with the attack of tlie co- 
lumn of infantry iff Gen. Duruite, made with such success by Colonel 
Frederick Ponsonby at thc,beadfof the 12th Light Dragoons. 

The movement of the two brigades of cavalry from the left of the 
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jH>sition towards the dose of the di^, and the charge of these ti>>ops 
upon the retr^eating columns of the French army. 

Besides these marked features of the battle us regards tlie cavals]r» 
there were constant charges and attacks on the right of the line^ in 
which Sir C. Grant’s brigade of light cavalsy^ comprising^ the remains 
of the 7th Hussars, obtained much well-meriteld distinction, not only 
by their boldness in advancing, but by their steadiness when exposed 
to an unceasing and most tremendous ii^e of musketry and artillery, 
than which no severer test can be applied to the order and bravery of 
the dragoon. ^ • 

As regards the details of the three periods, or leading features, to 
which we have alluded, we may iirsjb observe that the desperate and 
furious attacks of the French cuirassiers^ which wexe'sp steadily re- 
ceived by our infantry, and so effectually i^pturncftl by the Household 
Brigade under Lord £. Somerset, were neither well judged nor well 
timed on their part, and only served to annihilate aiid destroy a mag- 
nificent corps, which deserved a better fate. So much was this felt even 
by their own leaders, that Gen. L’Heritier, a very distinguished ofiicer, 
who commanded a brigade of these gallant cuirassiers, in reply to a 
question from an Kn^ish officer after the peace, as to the cause of 
their charging so early in the day, and with so little regard to opportu- 
nity, gave it as the real reason, that they hud been placed in a position 
so exposed, and had been so dreadfully galled by ^he fire of our infan- 
try and guns, that the impetuosity of the French character would no 
longer be restrained within bounds, especially as the suddenness of 
their reorganizutiuii after Napoleon’s return had of necessity somewhat 
deranged their disci])linc ; and .there arose such a dangerous clamour in 
the ranks, and such earnest demands to be led forward, dnd in their 
own words, to have vte pour vie,** that the officers were compelled to 
lay aside their better discretion, and at once bring them into action at 
all hazards. To have resisted successfully the oiiset of these desperate 
veterans reflects immortal glory on the British infantry, but to have 
overthrown and pursued the cuirassiers of France back iutoP their own 
lines, is no less honourable to our Household Brigade. If any proof 
cQuld be wanting of the extraordinary bravery of the cuirassiers, it 
may tie found in the well-known fact, that in some parts of the line, 
where there, were no disposable cavalry to pursue them when retiring 
from their attacks of our infantry, ai^ where the artillery supplieS 
this want by playing furiously upon them dyring their retreat, whole 
regimeUts actually went off at a deliberate walk, nor did the slaughter 
produced by«the well-directed fire of the guns, induce them to quicken 
their pace or desist from this murderous bravado. 

Certainly it could be no very evdiuary cavalry who were* able to 
make eny impression upon such n»en as Uiese, who had almost to a man 
seen mjany years of active service, and who were mounted upon that 
excellent description of bgavy cavalry horse which is in use with the 
, ^eniarfnerji$\ who were jqst before dismounted by Napoleon’s order^ for 
the express purpose qf giving good ho/ses to the cuirassiers. 

The second important occurrence in this battle, as regards the 
cavalry, was the attack of Sir William Ponsonby's brigade, made under 
the direction of Lord Anglesey. The Duke of Wellington’s dispatch 
mentions this with due praise, but the public in geu^roThave ^en lit- 
tle aware how very great an effect it, vWuced, or what important 
snU« airese ixtm its success. From Napoleon himself tboro/jU 
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French loilitary author who has spoken of Waterloo^ that has not borne 
testimony "to this fact. His exclamation on seeing the •Greys among 
thfe French Beservea is well kiiown^ Foici encore ces terrihlee chhaux 
gris /” a memorable tribute of honour to that distinguished regiment, 
which ought to be eml^lajftmed on their standards, as the most brilliant 
motto whicli lionld ever be devised. 

At the moment when Sir W. Ponsonby’s brigade went into action, 
the French werdT advancing fti three heavy columns of about .5000 men 
each ; that on the left was severely handled, and eventually checked 
by tlie tremendous fire of Sir J. Kempt's brigade : the advance of the 
two other columns had been opposed by the light infantry of the 
remainder of S]r T. Picton’s divisiorf, who, however, were falling back 
before them upon the main body of that division, which was stationed 
upon the crest of the position, awaiting the French columns. Scarcely 
had these last rea 9 hecl the hedge, which ran along the brow of the hill 
in front of the British line, when they were received bv a destyictive 
fire of musketry, and while shaken by its effects, the Iloyals, Greys, 
and Eniiiskillens, who had been concealed behind the infantry, ad- 
vanciid by threes from the flanks of squadrons, and passing through the 
openings made for them in Sir T. Picton's division, rapidly formed their 
line, and dashing through the hedge, rushed upon the head of the 
F'rench columns. Their clJarge was too sudden, too unexpected, and 
too vigorous, to be withstood ; a stragglhig fire was attempted by the 
leading companies, but confusion spread through their ranks ; they wertj 
overborne by the cavalry, and in an instant the field was covered far 
^nd wide with dispetsed and terrified fugitives. 

Almost uf the same moment, that admirable officer. Colonel F. Pon- 
sonby, who was posted further to Ihc left at the head of his fine regi- 
iiient, the 12th Light Dragoons, perceiving an unsteadiness in the 
advance of Durutte's qolumn of near 4000 lueii, seized the opportunity 
with that quickness of eye and ready judgment for which he was 
always re|narkab]e, and by a desperate charge threw them into as 
great disorder as the others, and drove them back upon their reserves. 

Such was the fate of the French attack ; the whole of these columns 
being overthrown, with immense loss in killed and wounded, besides 
nearly a thousand prisoners. . Unfortunately the ardour, of pursuit led 
the victorious squaarons too far, and although they actually took one of 
the reserve batteries, cutting dewn the artillery men at*their guns, yet 
from this verv circumstance, they lost their oWn order, and the i^^niain- 
der of Sir J. Vandeleur's brigade being too much occupied by ^he de- 
monstrations of the enemy to come forward in sujjport/ the French 
quickly dissembled a heavy column of lancers and cuirassiers, and fall- 
ing upon the flank of Sir W. Pon&onby's brigade ffefore their officers 
could effect a rally, repulsed them, wfth the los^f their gallant leader, 
the 12th Light Dragoons also leaving their Uoloiiel for dead upon 
the field. Certainly their success was deafly purchased,, but if ever 
the attack of cavalry produced decisive effects upon the result of a « 
general action, such was the case 4 ipon this*occasi^. 

In the French official account we find this part of the battle thus 
noticed : — 

Le deuxf^me brigade (of Count Erlon's corps) fat charge par un corps 
de cavalerie Anglaile qui lui occai%iona de grandes pertes. Au m^me mo- 
ment une division de eavaleri(9 Aiiglaise charge la baUerie du Comte Erlon 
par la drtiite, et lui ddsorganlza plusieurs piecds, male eiifin les cuirassiers de 
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MUhatid chtt^g^Dt’cette division dont trois regimens furent rompus et 

• Babr^s.'^ 

Nt)w these trois regimens** were in reality like the two biickrftm 
inen of Falstaff who became eleven^ the whole of the cavalry in €]ues« 
tion^ with the addition of the 12th Light* D^'agoons. . The French 
account^ it seems^ could not deny the tremendous effect 'of, the cavalry 
attack upon their columns^ but attribute^ it^ to sav^ t]icir credit, to 
about three or four times the actual jforle engaged upon this point of 
the position. ' 

Gen. AliifHing, with more candour, says — * •• * 

Sir W. Fonsonby and Gen. Vandelcur rushing forward, drove the 
enemy's cav^dry over the adjacent hollow, sabred great ffiynbers of their 
infantry, wounded many more, and took about 1000 prisoners.’’ 

The ** Victoires et Coinjuetes," a work in which^ the French liavc 
certainly not under-rated any of their military feats,' narnates the same 
attack as follows : — 

“ Fruiitant du moment favorable la brigade de cavalerie (dragons Anglais) 
comniand^ par le General Sir W . fVnsonby, plac^e en reserve derriere rette 
]>artie de la ligno eimcmie, eiitama uue charge a fond sur la rolonne Fran- 
Vaise, la roinpit, lui enleva deux aigles, et lui d^sorganiza sept pieces de 
caiiuii.” ** , 

The \'^ictoires ft ConquStes” then proceeds^ to state with what 
ilestructive effect Gen. Travers, with a brigade of cuirassiers and the 
4th Regiment of Lancers, avenged the ill fortune of their comrades of 
the infantry ; but this does not in any degree weaken the 'admission 
already nuuuj in favour <if this ^pleii^id attack of the British cavalry. 

Gen. Gourgaiid, sjieakiiig of the same crisis, tells us that the cavalry 
made a successful charge on one of the columns of the first corps, and 
on a battery of fifteen pieces of cannon, driving them all back upon the 
liollow road, but i\lilhaud sending a brigade of cuirassiers ui)on their 
Hank, thcjicld urns soon covered with .v/nz;/,— -thus carefully evading to 
declare who were the victors in this general carnage. 

We shall now advert to the third ]ier]od in the battle, at ^vhicli the 
services of the cavalry a])pear to have been of great effect. Those who 
felt the blow are probably the best evidences that can be adduced, and 
we accordingly again turn to the French official account — 

“ At the end of the day, ^ charge directed against the flank of four bat- 
talions tff the ^ Moyenne^ Garden by several Eii^ish scpitidruiis, throw them 
into disorder the fugitives recrossed the Ravine, cries were raised of ' Tout 
est perdu ! la Garde est en doroute," &c. &c. 

And then comes the description of tjie irremediable rout and defeat of 
the whole army of Napoleon. » 

The Victoires cl Conquites take the same view of this part of the 
action — ^ 

, La nuit commenvait ; uue charge de cpielques escadrons ennemis les 
met en d^surdre (the guards) : ils fuie^t, et entrainent avec eux d’autres 
roj^mens, qui, voyant reculer les troupes de la Garde, pensent que e’est la 
Vioille Garde, et s*<^braident ; le mouvement se communique aussitot aux 
regimens voisins, ' Tout est perdu,’ s*ecri».t’on, la Garde est reimuss^le ; 
sauve qui pout.” • 

^ 11 . Gotirgaud concurs with the almvp, but places the conduct of 
these brigftdes of cavajry in a still stronger light. 
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^ho sun had set, there ^vas no reason for despair, when the two brigades 
of the eneft^’s cavalry which had not yet been engaged, penetrated between 
la Jlaye S^inte, and Gen. Reille’a corps; they might have he'en sto])u^d by 
the s<iuares of the Guard, but perceiving the disorder, wliicli prevailed on 
our right, they turned them. These three thousand fresh cavalry rendered 
all attempt at rallying jmiTossible. The Emperor ordered his four squa- 
drons de serniie to* cliarge them, hut these squadrons were not sufliciently 
numerous, tne whole ditrisiun of reserve cavalry of the Guard would have 
been neccssarjf; tiio four squaflrons were overwhelmed, and the confusion 
every moment increased.*' ^ • 

This charge of the escadrons de service ,{q\\ upon the right of the 
lOth Hussars, and was not repulsed without severe loss by the right 
squadron of tlyit regiment. Thus terminated the final effort of the 
French: and Gen. MiifHing, .sifter noticing this movement from the left 
by the two brigsides of fresh cavalry, goes on to say. 

The English avmy now sidvaiiccd in lines as at a field-day, the cavalry 
attacks followed in rapid succession ; the four battalions of the guawl were 
like the rest dissolved, and the whole French army exhibited nothing but 
one great mass of all arms intermingled in the wihlcst confusion.^’ 

In going through the principal actions of our cavalry, during the 
late war, at the conclusion of which we are now arrived, let it not 
be supposed that the subject has been treated witli all the attention 
which it merited. We hate been able to attempt nothing beyond a 
hasty sketch of the "leading evidence upon which we feel fully able to 
refute Colonel Napier's proposition, that the British cavalry are of a de- 
cidedly inferior class to that of the French. That the latter hud bril- 
diaiit successes when opposed to the half-disciplined armies of the Spani- 
ards, far it from us to deny ; bujt wertj their successes equally decided 
and brilliant when oppo-sed to the British } and if the latter were some- 
times misled by their impetuosity, have we not convicted the French 
on more than one occ^tsion of even greater want of discretion in their 
attacks ? The nature of the Sjiaiiish war was such, that no instance 
occurred qf great bodies of French and English cavalry coming into fair 
contact and being thus proved against each other ; but whenever they 
did meet in small numbers, the advantage did not remain with the 
enemy. No cavalry, be it remembered, ever took the field with so 
little ex])eriencc of service as ours at the comineiicemeiit of the Penin- 
sular campaigns, while, on the other hand, the French ranks were filled 
with veterans, who had served* in all parts of the wofld, under expe- 
rienced oiilcers, in the constant habit of mailamvriiig and couix«andiiig 
cavalry in large masses, and with almost unvaried success^ ^ * 

8ome advantage may also fairly be given to the French in the sim- 
plicity and practical merits of tbeir'system of forn^ng and disciplining 
their cavalry, a simplicity of inord consequence than can be imagined 
in the field, where confusion is always the principal danger of cavalry. 
An opinion is said to have been given by the greatest military man of 
this or ])erhaps any other age, that, altliSugh a single •regiment of 
British cavalry would at any time overtlirow a similar force of the* 
Frencli, yet that the latter pos.-^fessed so much greater facility of ma- 
iiGcuvre, combined with steadiness and order, that, should the expe- 
riment be tried with larger numbers, the Frencli would have the 
superiority *n pronortion as the numerical force was increased on both 
sicLs. , It has been said, by soxqe bold men, that the celebrated person 
alluded to, is not well versed in the tactics of cavalry. It would be 
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about as reasonable^ to atteiapt proving to a carpenter, that he is no 
judge of the excellence or defects of the tools with which he perforins 
his work. It is some elucidation of this subject to observe, that the 
Prussian cavalry for some years after the beginning of their war with 
France, were trained upon the system of Von Saldern, of which Don* 
das was merely the literal translation, but So convinced were the 
Prussians of the superiority of the French cavidry tactics,' after being 
opposed to them during tlie few first csfsnpaigns, that hot disdaining 
to profit by the enemy's lessons, they' laid ^ide the comnlicated ma- 
noeuvres of Von Saldern, pnd adopt^ a system grounded upon that 
of the ^French, but still farther simplified in its dethils. To obtain 
what are called good fighting line* quickly, and to advance and retire 
with steadiness, and without losing that cqmpactness which is the chief 
essential of cavalry, must always be the main object. For the purpose 
of all formations/ the less officers are shifting and^movin^ from one 
flank |p another, the less is the chance of error and 'confusion, a point 
overlooked in Dundas, or rather Saldern, who sacrificed practical ad- 
vantage in this case to minute detail and useless preparation, so that 
not only was there a great deal of shifting about of officers and detach- 
ing of numerous markers before any formation could take place, but 
the time wasted in these operations and in preparatory movements 
was obliged to be regained bv such ra^vdity ,and galloping in the 
actual execution, that the dkiiciilty of preserving order, and accom- 
plishing steady and correct formation of line, was very materially 
enhanced. The subject of the cavalry manoeuvres has been above 
two years under consideration of the^ Ay thorities, and a Board is now, 
sitting with a view to examine the subject. The President, an officer of 
excellent judgment and great experience in the field, has been deserv- 
edly raised to the highest honours for his services in the Peninsula. He 
is assisted by gener^ officers of well-earned celebrity, and the inferior 
members have been distinguished at various timSs'and in their respec- 
tive ranks in many of the scenes wc have endeavoured to record. The 
duty now imposed upon them is most important, and as it could not be 
entrusted to better hands, there is every likelihood of the cavalry ob- 
taining the great advantage of a system df sound and practical move- 
ment, well adapted to the purposes of the field abroad. 

But to conclude, let us beg to be understood that we do not pretend 
to arrogate forr the cavalry the same aNolute superiority over all the 
rest of^JSurope, which has been so justly cluymea by Colonel Napier 
for tbe%infantry of Great Britain. The infinitely greater experience 
which the Fl*ench cavalry obtained during the wars of the Kevolutieii, 
have certainly raised them to a greater celebrity than even their infan- 
try* All we asseiiris the mere fact,* that when the British and'Freiidi 
cavalry have fairly met, the former have been generally found victo- 
rious in spite of many Misad vantages, and that Colonel Napier's dis- 
tinction is neither fi&ir nor cuppe^ra by evidence, when lie so decidedly 
« allots them the second place as regardfs the cavalry of France — ** Non 
jam prima peto," but we cannot snbmit to a direct acknowledgment 
of inferiority. We hove rested our arguments upon plain facts, and 
above all, upon the admissions of our rivals, and we leave it to the 
candid reader to judge whether we have redeemed our pledge. 

* " VINRBX. 
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THB BERVIOGS OP THE LATE 
CAI^T. SIR MURRAY MAXWELL, KNT. AND C.E. 

s 

Thb late Sir Murray Maxwell was of an ancient Scottish family. 
His father^ James, who sent seven of his children into the Army and 
Navyj was son of Sir !^lexander Maxwell, Bart, of Monreith, and of 
Lady Jane Montgomery* daughter of the Earl of Eglinton, and uncle 
to Jane, who ftiairied Alexanper fourth Duke of Gordon. 

Sir Murray first went t^ sea With Lis friend and patron Sir Samuel 
Hood, in the |l^uno, and was in that ship yi^hen Sir Samuel ran into 
Toulon in search of Lord Hood’s ileet, and h>und himself aground, and 
surrounded by the revolutionary , one, who endeavoured to take pos- 
session of hinv* The miraculous escape of the Juno is matter of his- 
tory. Whilst belon^ng to,thia ship, he was employed in the batteries 
ashore, at the taking of Corsica, and reduction of Bastia. We now 
trace him acting Dieuteuant in the Nemesis, when she was takey by a 
very superior Frencli force in the Gulph of Smyrna ; and afterwards 
second Lieutenant of the Hussar frigate, when she was wrecked on 
the coast of France, where he remained a considerable time prisoner 
of war. 


Having been liberated by exchange, he was made a Lieutenant 10th 
October 1700; and in , December 1802, was promoted to command the 
Cyane sloop, in wlii^li vessel lie gave eswrly proof of the promptitude 
and decision which so marked liis after-life, by the detention, on han 
own responsibility, of two French transports filled with troops, destined 
to reinforce their West India possessions, and which had departed from 
France on the iiinnediate breaking out pf the war ; the news of which 
had nut resfehed the station he Was on. Whilst cruising in the same 
ship, oif Port Royal, he also engaged and beat ofiT two French frigates, 
endeavouring to get into Martinique. In the following June, he was, 
witU the Cyane, at thd reduction of St. Lucia by the ships under the 
orders of his patron. After this alfair he was removed into the (Cen- 
taur, 74, (Ai board of which ship Commodore Hood had his broad pen- 
dant ; was present when Tobago, Demerara, and Essequibo, were taken 
in. July and September 1803; and on the 4th August in the siime 
year, his commission os Captain was confirmed, and he was subsequently 
at the blockade of Martinique, on which occasion his ability was dis- 
played ill fortifying the Dianioi^ Rock, and placing on its summit two 
IB-pouiiderSj hove up from the ship by means of hawsers ; tlys feat 
was xeckoned so extraordinary as to become the subject of a series of 
epgraviiigs at the time, which we have seen. * 

, In April 1804, an expedition under the orders of Commodore Hdod 
a^^ Major-Geni Sir Charles Green, was undertaketr against Surinam. 
On the 25th April, the Centaur, the Commodore’s ship, anchored about 
ten miles off the Surinam river, and on the fbllowing day a landing 
of a division of the army was effected* Cspt. Maxwell qnd an aide* 
decamp of the Major-General’s, were sent with a summons to the 
Dutch Governor to surrender, whjch, on the 2Btlif he answered with a 
refusal. After, many brilliant exploits, the Govertior offered terms of 
capitulation, and on the 5th of May, the fort of New Amsterdam was 
t^en possession of by an advanced corps under the orders of Brigadier 
Maitland, This important affair having thus terminated, Capt. Max- 
well was sent homo with the dispatches ; and he afterwards returned 
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to the West Indies, and commanded the Centaur when the Commodore 
had struck his pendant. From this ship Gapt. Maxwell removed into 
the Galatea, and was subsequently appointed to the Alcoste of 46, 
formerly L' Universe. 

In April 1808, Capt. Maxwell was crtAzing off Cadiz, with the 
Mercury and Grasshopper under his orders, T^hen a fi^t of Spanish 
vessels were discovered under the protection of t wen tv gun-boats and 
a train of flying artillery. Off Kota,*^apt. Maxwell^ commenced a 
vigorous attack, when two of the gun-boats ^were destroyed, several of 
the merchant vessels drivqn on shore, and some cppturqfl by the boats 
of the frigates. 

After this brilliant service, the *Alccste was employed on the coast of 
Italy, where Capt. Maxwell assisted at^ the destruction of various 
armed vessels and Martcllo towers. On the 22nll May 1810, a party 
from Capt. Maxwell’s ship stormed a battery near Prejus of two 24- 
pouii^rs, spiked the guns, and blew up the magazine ; and a few days 
afterwards her boats attacked a French convoy, captured four vessels, 
drove some on shore, and compelled the remainder to put back. 

Towards the close of the year, Capt. Maxwell was attached to the 
in-shore squadron off Toulon ; and in the following year was under the 
orders of the late Sir James Brisbane on the coast of Istria, where he 
assisted at the destruction of a French brig in the harbour of Parenza. 

In November 1811, Captr Maxwell, with tlve Active and Unite 
under his orders, fought a most gallant and brilliant action in the 
Adriatic, with three large French frigates. His little squadron was 
lying in the harbour of Lissa, (which island he had fortified,} when the 
enemy were signalized, and imt withstanding the difficulty occasioned 
by a strong gale blowing directly itito the harbour, he succeeded in 
warping out the three vessels under his orders. After a warm conflict 
of two hours and twenty minutes, the Unite succeeded in capturing la 
Persaiine, a French sterre-ship, of twenty-six 9-pounders and 190 men, 
and having in her hold 12Q guns, and several pieces of brass ordnance. 
The Alceste commenced deletion with the other two, but unfortunately 
having the main-top-mast shot aw^ay, dropped astern, when the Active 
pushed up, and brought the sternmost to action within pistol-shot. 
The French Commodore, from the disabled state of Capt. Maxwell’s 
ship, made off to the westward; the other having been totally dismasted 
surrendered, when it was found she had- five feet water in the hold, and 
proved I^^ Pomoneii of 44 guns and men. In this brilliant 
action (the Alceste had twenty killed and wounded, and the Active 
tbir^-five, her Captain (Gordon) having lost his leg. The Captain of 
the Pomone surrendered his sword to Capt. Maxwell as the Commodore, 
but the latter, wish equal delicacy and magnanimity, immediately pre*^ 
sented it to Copt. Gordon. • 

Capt. Maxwell's neiA appoin||ment was to the Daedalus, which ship 
was unfortqnately wrecked, 2ri^ July 1813, on a shoal near Ceylon, 
while convoying some Iiidianien' to Madras. 

In 1815, an embassy to Ch&a was determined on, and Capt. Max- 
well was appointed to the ^tlceste, which was to convey Lord Am- 
herst. 

The Alceste sailed from Spithead Otli^ February 1816. The de- 
tails of t^y^voyage to China, the visit to the Loo Choo Islands, with 
the aid afimed to science by her discoveries in the Yellow Sea aud 
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coast of the* Corea, the subsequent loss of the Alcesto on tlie lOtli 
Febjuary 1317) by striking on a sunken rock, about three' miles fnim 
Pulo Leat, in the Straits of Gaspar ; the suiferiiigs of the AmbassaOor, 
oEicers, and crew^ have beeq so fully detailed by Capt. Basil Hall, who 
commanded the^-Lyra slc^p, the consort of the Alcesto, and v/hich that 
scientific and excellent officer dedicated to Capt. Maxwell, as to render 
a repetition uuneoessary. jMf. M'Leod, the Surgeon of the Alcesto, 
also published a most interestiilg fiarrativc of the circumstances. The 
lustre of Capt. Maxwell's dliaracter received even an additional bril- 
liancy from this misfortune ; for, to adojJt the language of the Court 
Martial by which he was subsequently tried, his coolness, self-collcc- 
tedness, and exCrjioiis were highfy conspicuous, and everything was 
done by him and his otlicers ^within the power of man to execute." 

The Chinese will never forget the chastiseiiient they received when 
the Alceste forced through the B.iccu Tigris, or Canton river, to receive 
Lord Amherst on his return from Pekin. The officers and crew*were 
all animated with a similar feeling to that of their heroic Captain, and 
it is said that on one of the quarter-deck 32-])ound shot, some of the 
young gentlemen had written in chalk, Tribute from the King of 
England to the Chinese,*' and which was actually fired against their 
flotilla of eighteen war juiikS| after which their batteries were silenced 
by a broadside. Captain -Alaxwell fired ^he lir^t gun, thus rendering 
himself personally amenable to the consequences of the attack, us it 
well known that the Chinese attach responsibility to the individual 
whose hand was immediately employed in the discharge. 

On the 12th April, the Ambassador, Capt. Maxwell, and the 
officers and drew of the late Alceste, sailed from Batavia Roads in the 
Caesar, a ship hired for that purpose. At St. Helen.a, Capt. Maxwell 
had an interview with Buonaparte, who rcineinbered he had coniinand- 
ed tlkC Alcestc at the tAue La Poinurie was taken in the Adriatic, when 
he said to Capt. M. “ vies tres mcchant. Eh hicn! Your 

Governmedt must not blame you for the loss of the Alceste, for you 
have taken one of my frigates.” 

The superstition among seamen for particular days is Well known. 
When the information of the loss of the Alceste w;is received at Ports- 
mouth, very few expressed surprise, and they said, “ We \vere sure it 
wonld happen, for she sailed fmin Spithcad vpon a Fnfl.a\fV' 

In June J815, the Or^er of Uie Batli was /urmedjnto three classes, 
and Capt. Maxwell was nominated a Companion of the sameTlTind on 
the 27th May 1818, he was honoured with Knighthood. • 

A general election occurring this year (1818) Sir JMurray Maxwell 
stood a 'candidate for Westminster, where, althov^h polling above 
votes, he was unsuccessful. During the contest, which was of un- 
exampled violence, he showed such temper, coolness, and good-humour, 
as greatly to disarm the fury of the mej), wly) sided witli his opponent, 
until a ruffianly attack upon his life prevented his furtheiP appearance , 
on the hustings^ The pecuniary Josses he. sustained on this occasion 
were so great,, that we regret to learn his affairs never subsequently 
recovered from them. 

The East* India Company, taking into consideration the services of 
Sir Murray Maxell in the voyage to China, and the great losses he 
had sustained on that occasion^ planted him, in May 1810^ with 1500/. 

Vice-Admiral Sir Benjamin Hallowell (now»Care\a) being nonii- 
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nated> in June )821| Gominander4a-Chief at the No«e,*^Sir Biumy 
MsuLwell was appointed Captain of the Bulwairk^ the flag-ship ; and on 
the^28th Noveml^r the following year^ removed from thence to the 
IMton frigate, in which he sailed to Somth America> where be was 
present at the surrender of Callao, and was employed iq, the protection 
of the British interests at that and other places on the codSt. 

The following is a literal translationmf an extract of a letter to Sir 
Murray Blaxw^l, by Gen. Hodil, who to gallantly defended the for- 
tress of Callao on that occasion. 

** I, with the individuals defenders of Callao, who owe to yon. Sir, so many 
favours, and in short our existence, cordially salute you. We will relate the 
estimation which you merit from us, the beneflts you cqnfencd upon us in 
that unhappy country, and likewise during ohr voy^e. 

We pray Heaven you may everywhere mdet with friends equally sensi- 
ble of those supetior virtues and heroic proceeding displayed towards the 
unfortunate which reflect on you so much credit.” 

The period for which the Briton was attached to the ships on that 
station having expired. Sir JVlurray Maxwell returned home, and Was 
paid off. 

Soon after the accession of his present Blajesty to the throne, he was 
pleased to nominate a certain number of officers to be his naval Aide-de- 
camps, and Sir Murray Maj^well had tlie'houobr to be selected as one 
of tnem; and during the present year was appointed Governor of 
Prince Edward's Island, but which he was destined never to* assume. 
In June he left Scotland in a saUiiig-vessel for London, to make the 
necessary arrangements for his depart Are for America ,* during thb 
passage he was seized with fdVer, 'lylth no means of bleeding hiui, and 
no surreal assistance to be procured till he arrived off Gravesend, 
forty-eight hours after the fatal attack, and shortly after arriving at 
Green’s Hotel, Searle-street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, expired on the J 9th 
of that month. 

Of Sir Blurray MaxwdU’s other brothers, Capt. Keith« Maxwell, 
since dead, commanded the Hound sloop, at the commencement of the 
war, when by vigilance in overbauliug vessels and boats of all deno- 
minations, as they passed Deptford, many valuable and efficient bands 
were procured for the naval service, and for which he obtained his Post 
Rank. He distinguished himself on the coast of France, whilst be- 
longing to Com. Owen’s squadron; &e afterwards commanded the 
Nymptica frigate in the *North Sea, and forihcd one of the expedition 
to the Sche^lt ; but be had previously signalised himself by performing 
one of the most daring acts that ^race our Naval Annals, by the cut- 
ting out of the Cljpv^erette from Cameret Bay in July 1801. *Tlie de- 
tails of this exploit are to be founcl in James’s Naval History, page 
214, vcd. ill ^Capt. John Maxwell died in May 182^ while com- 
manding the Aurora frigate ; . Major Stuart Maxwell commanded > 
Brinde of* Artillery during three campaigns under his Gracia the 
* Duke of Wellini^n^in the. Peninsula, and was presented with medals 
for Orthes, Nivwes^and Vittoria, add was also a Companion of the 
Bath. Lieut.-Colonel Archibald Montgomery Maxwell, unattached, 
froin the Royal Artillery, ^fp^ the only surviving brother. „ 

Sir Murray Maxwell .^Mpaft a widow lAid mmily^ one of^whom is a 
Cbmmand^in the Royiip|S«y« ' i ^ 
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PLAN OP* ILLUMINATING THB SEMAPHORE TELEGRAPH. 

BV LIEUT. ROBERT WALL, R.N. / 

To be enabled to communicate by Telegraph at night has long been 
considered a desideratum, hnd man^ plans have been suggested at 
various time^ fdr that purpose, but hitherto without effect. 

The principal diihcufty of s^alizing at night, with lanterns of any 
description, is cau&ed by the ^neral radiation of light from them, and 
at any distance the consequent confusion of appearance. 

Having di8covmed-*a mode of illuminating the Semaphore wherein 
the foregoing objection was obviated, I wrote to my Lords Commis^ 
sioners of the Admiralty in the year 1823, informing them of the cir« 
cumstance, whon their Lordships commanded me to state the parti- 
culars of my plan,” wliich, in their answer to my letter, their Lordships 
were pleased to terpn ingenious in theory’* 

The particulars of the plan are as follows .-—There are three power- 
ful lanterns, one of which is placed at the foot of the mast, and one 
opposite to each of the pivots on which the arms revolve ; and they are 
so contrived, that the light from each is concentrated and thrown power- 
fully along each arm and the mast by their respective lanterns, bht 
the lights are concealed, so the Telegraph is in fact illuminated by re- 
flection ; and the entire of tile light from each lantern being strictly 
Gontined to its particulty: direction, the confhsion of appearance attendant 
on general radiation is avoided. 1 will now show how all this is effected.** 
The pivots on which the arms revolve are tubes, of about two inches in 
diameter, and being attached t»o the arm, of course are carried round 
with it in its, vertical revolution. On the* end of this tube, (which pro- 
jects about two and a half feet from the mast,) is fitted a lantern, fur- 
nished with a powerful lens and a strong reflector ; the two lamps for 
each army (it being necessary to illuminate the Semaphore at both 
sides^ are connected by means of a small tube, which is passed through 
the larger pne that supports the arm, and each end of the small tube 
protruding through the side of the lantern, is retained in its place by 
the up and dofvn turn-stays which are bolted to the mast. To under- 
stand this part, it will be necessary to consult the annexed drawing. 
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Figure 1, Semaphm as jmen bv the observer ; 1 1 1 mast ; 2 2, arms; 3 3 3, 
lan^nis ; 4 4) stays fS&ryupportii^ tba lamp Tcifleteiiors; ' 
i^giire 2, shows the side of the Telegraph ; 2 2* the arms ; ,3 3 3,«|;he lantjpms ; 
' I 11 the mast. ' N.B. The reflectors at this view cannot seen. 

* 'Pigure 3, shows a plan of the mast, tube, lantern, arm, and refleotors^four 
tkaflt l^sbee, of the others. . ^ ^ 

In order that the principal rays of light ^hall be Reflected to the 
observer, the surface of the arins and mast of the ^emaphure is com- 
posed of small jalousie work, kept bri^tW whitewashed, which small 
redcctors are set at such angles as shall rejktl the rays of light incident 
to them, at right angles fd ihe plane of the Tele^rapt- ! so that in this 
plan we see that the arms, and the lanterns whiph are attached to 
them, revolve round the lamps which are stationary, but the light from 
thence is condensed, and thrown along tiie arms, in whatever position 
th^ may be in. * , 

fn the event of a war, to be enabled to hold Telegraphic communi- 
catioti at night would be just as necessary as in the day, manifestly, 
and iu one sense of the word more so, at least in the winter ; the liigh 
lands on which the Semaphores are placed being obscured by fog and 
mjst, sometimes for a week together in the day, whereas the nights are 
for the most part clear and frosty, and therefore peculiarly well 
adapted to the observation of ui^ht signals. 

Nor would it be at all dit^cult to lit a^SemdpIiorc to the top-gallant 
^mast-head, which could be used either in the day or night. In short, 

1 have a plan in process for tiiat purpose, which ivill be shortly 
completed. 


REMARKS ON LIEUT. RAPKR^S METHOD OP WORKING 
A day’s work. * • 

In the “ United Service Journal'' for January, a method* is proposed 
by Lieut. Henry Raper, R.N. for working a day's work, by correcting 
the resulting course only, for variation, instead of each separate course. 

As any method proposed by Lieut. Raper is' likely to attract atten- 
tion from.Jbis known attainments, and the operation itself is of im- 
portance frouk its frequent occurrence^ the following brief observations 
msw no^be misplaced itk.the U. S. Journal. ^ 

Using the same figure, and making the same suppositions as Lieut. 
R., we hafe in" the triangles CAB, Cah, the two sides QA^ AB re- 
spectively equal to the two and the angles contained by ^Aosp 

sides equal ; buVsince the curvature of CA *is dilfereni frdm i^t of 
Ca^and the curvature of AB different from that of abj^ it doee not 
follow that the angldf ACB is equal to aCb ; the 
which depends upon this circumstanq^, fails. The 
may be sumciently accurate for practice, and seems to 
Uoii to the true method, that miadlq latitude does to Mmrcator'h; ’ 

Portsmouth, July 20, 1831* * - ‘ 'B.'\ 
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• REVJKWS AND CRITICAL NOTICES. . 


^ftiFE or’ Sir Thomas Lawrence. 
-iThongli unuFoidiihly lat<* in our notice 
of this work, we must still uf» justicft, 
- however briefly, its interest ;iiul value. 
A more amiaMe or gifted individual than 
the subject of these ;/olumes has ilot ap- 
peared upon the theatre of Britidii <v*t. 
Endowed with talents of t1«* highest 
order, and reLoninendeilil hy the most 
engaging qualities (?f jterson and irianiier, 
Sir Thomas Ijawrencc represented thy 
aristoi^ncy of liis* beautiful art just as 
John Kpjiilde {d^ur^'uyfd that Af tJic 
drama ; — for even art And sciedee have 
their contrasts and extremes of rcqire- 
sciitation, al lowing an cqnul sum of 
talent to tlie antagonist parties. Wit- 
ness the familiar instances of John Kem- 
ble and of Kean, in the Drama — of Law. 
reiicc and of David, the Frenchman, in 
Painting— of Scott and of Oablie, in 
Poetry. 

The Ih'ography of Sir l|lioma‘k Law- 
rence contains a great rnass of original 
documents, and is creditable to the in- 
dustry and ability of its compiler —.Mr. 
D. E. Williams. 

Bii(?oke*s TRAViif.a in Si»ai-n and 
Morocco. — Spain, s.i familiar to Bri- 
tish soldiers, i.s*still a region of discu)very 
to the British traveller; while the land 
of the Moors, the former Lords of the 
Alhambra, offers an I'xcurspm of conge- 
nial interest to him who visits the scenes 
of their triumphs and reverses on the 
opposite shorjof the iitruits. 

The late Travels of iSir Arthur Brooke, 
of the date of whirli wo have no iitlier 
guide than inference, through these 
countries, are reconled in a remarkably 
agreeable and intelligeni style ; — undi 
tinguished by any marked novelty, Uis 
descriptious are still replete with inte- 
rest, lively, and characteristic,* the lan- 
guage being that of an educated gentle- 
man. A detailed description of Gibral- 
tar and its celebrated sieget is included 
in these volum^,' which are adorned by 
well-executed Mtches. 

Aksc^bventures of Na- 
TRAKIEL PA€ce.— Nathaniel Pearce, 
a mixture e$%lovtmni, Finati, ahd Ri- 
chard .Lante, partly relates his own 
story, whUfli 'Is completed by means of< 
other authentic .documents,,'couipiled and 
edited by Mr. T. J. Halls. The work is 
dedicated to the EaH of Monntnorris, 
who, as Lord VsilentulE^had accideiltally 
fallen in with Pearce in his travels, and 
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had geuerously befriended that wild 
wayfarer. 

Having eloped from home and gone to 
sea, Pe»rc*e passed through inminierahle 
scenes and adventures, by sea and land, 
turning 31uNKulmau at Mocha, rescued 
again from the wretched conditvm of a 
reuf^gade hy Lord A^aleiitia, and Anally 
accompanying 3Ir. Salt in his expedition 
to Abyssinia, where Pearce remained do- 
mesticated, at the dc]>ai*tnre of Mr. Salt, 
in acconlaiire with his own wishes, as 
well as to further the ohjccis of the mis- 
sion. 

The narrative abounds in adventnre 
and dcncriiuivc details of A hyss^ua and 
the various countries visited hy Peirce. 
'Hie latter, having returned in Ifllfl to 
Cairo, when he heedinc coiifniential sii* 
perinicuileiit of Mr. Salt’s Jiousehold, 
closed his eventful career at Alexandria 
in June of tlie following year, at the 
moment of embark ing to revisit his na- 
tive c/wmtrv. 

Fletciirr's Uistorv of Poi.ani), 
— This vohiine, hastily giit up for the 
occasion, is nevertheless a seasonable 
compilation —as fur as historical facts arc 
vnhi:y>le ; though it is necessary in the 
sketcli before us, as in many others of 
the ilay, to tliscnciimher them of that 
Itiad of declamatory clap-trap which in- 
vests certain characters, countries, and 
transactions, with preternatural purity, 
while it heaps upon others a sameness of 
obloquy equally undeserved. For many 
of the deltiils respecting the Siege of 
A’’ieiiiia anti its deliveraiicH hy Sohieski, 
the compiler, wt suspect, has Iveeii in- 
debted to the iiitercstiog aci'tmiit pub- 
lished in this Journal, ihcrtigh his ohli- 
gatioiis are not ackiiRwledgod. The 
rnaji, preAxiiil tti the Histo ry, is a useful 
accessory tti this volume, wMtjtTty other- 
wise respectably executed. • 

Classical Library Volumes 18 

and 18 of this useful scries contain Trans- 
lations of Horace ainP Pheedrus — Juvenal 
and Persius resjiectively. The versions 
of the -above* authors are judiciously 
chosen, and the volumes are as well exe- 
cuted as their predecessors. * 

Numbers 2 and 3 of the Epitome of 
Kkolisii* Liter^vture, containing the 
compi'essed works bf Paleyund Locke, are 
worthy of the same Editor — ]\Ir. Valpy. 

The Cabinet Cyclopaedia— and 
Library. — A Treatise on Optics, form- 
ing the 19th Volume of the former series, 
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could not have proceeded from more com- eludes the Life akd Retgk of Oeoboe 
pOfdjfit hands than those of Dr. Brewster, the Fov at ii^a most u^nl 'Cdhipdiii 
Tfae'^hject is, ds mig^t be expected , abl^ dinm — and Vol. 6th fonns the' fiyst of the 
treated, and clearly illustrated. Memoirs of the Hou8£^ of Btfua- 

The 20th Tohune comprises a IIis- noy, of which work we shall he better 
TORY OF Poland— a work of original able to forrm a judgment, vrhen completed 
research, ability, and impartiality. In to our times.* 

consequence of its latter quality, it has. The Suvi^y Liekaey, in Numbers 
of course, been outrageously abused by 3 and 4, continues . itg^ series of select 
the Liberal'* Press, the most despotic Swinfus from the liiost eminent JSiiglish 
and partial of critics. That any writer Divines, ..with judgment and probable 
should have had the audacity \o ascribe good effects. The collection., is not to 
other than the most monstrous attri- extend beyond six volumes. 
butes and motives to a Monarch and p The Sporting Magazine,, Num- 
Nation ^e Russians) anathematized by bers 2 and 3. — >Ve were sportsmen in 
its own Bulls, was an offence a^nst the our *Ahot you^,’^ and are so still at 
fourth estate not to be tolerated. A yeU heart, s|ite of the gravity of our critical 
of liberal intimidation has, therefore, calling. Our recreations nave fallen into 
l>een opened by the whole pack upon the the sere and yellbw leaf,'* and wc greet 
writer *and editor of this devoted hts- the verdant cover of the Sporting Maga, 
tory, which, nevertheless, we venture to as a type of our spring-time and its own 
recommend as the most complete and hopefulness. Wo trust it may grow to 
faithful authority on the subject of which an equally green old age. 
ft treats, in our language. The expla* Notices of many publications are una- 
natory Preface by the writer, penned evi> voidably deferred,— amongst them are 
^ntly in deprecation of the anticipated Sir Eilward Seaward's Narrative, edi^ 
storm, is sensible, candid, and con^ncing by Miss Poster — Memoirs of Sebastian 
to all but— Libcrala. Cabot— Marshkirs Naval Operations in 

Of the Cabinet Library, vol. 0th con- Ava, &c. dec. 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE UNITED SERVICE JOURNAL. 

Suggestion for preventing accidents hy Steamers, 

Mr. Editor, — ^Y ou cannot but have observed in the papers •Recounts of 
numerous accidents on the river, caused by steam-boats running over wher- 
ries, and jrou will not, perhaps, consider it unworthy of your Journal to give 
insertion to a suggestion on the subject, bv a due attention to which many, 
if not all, of these accidents, might be avoided. 

‘ Inf Ameri2^,'iQ all the steam-boats the helmsman, instead of being placed 
fibaft, ddse to f he taffrail, in a low ntuation, from wliieh he can see nothing, 
iSraisR^vS'n 'a high platform, lirithift a few feet of the bows, from whence he 
dottlimaRdsla'vfew, not only a-head and on both, sides, but he can see the 
smallest boats, even when close liO'the veiiSers cutwater. 

The advantages of hating the steersman in the situation described, 'are 
very oonsiderabIe.««' tn the filRt placq; as 1 have already dbseVve<H he has a 
complete view of all objects in, frojpt of him, and this view cannot ;b6 intem 
cepted by the passengem coming in his way. In the next pKalse, it enbblsa 
him to steer with much greater predsion amongst the boats, tldMf, 
which happen to lie in hisdbur$e; aud it is ihiiidtely easidr M tdm 'lo'Wimid 
running over little boats, when he* h^niielf 'can d&tinctly scie^wlnlt^fhoeo 
boats ate about. Ai^thinga'are at! presbUt tUttaxiged, the captaih; {gMed;'nii 
the paddle^bfit, or dn the bowspiitj calls (hit to the helmsmsn 
eoUrse, and the word has to be pasOdd alOi^ frOiU mouth to mdut1i;lii<RfMoiit 
hiconvenient maiwer; ’ ' - ■ ’ 4 .if,/' .< 

In djneii^^'theeaptafn Vw^^ pilot' Statfdb alotigaiditf the wKedl^ whidh if 
hdsed'i as rhave’ tuentibried/oif a plk^erin. at' the height of *ten ’vt twelve 
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feei.fibdvo tite deck, and far forvarda. tie there Kives hU directions qnietly 
una'; distinctly to tlie liclnismun at liis elbow ; or^ if need be, be takes hold o£ 
theiwhcel Itimsclf. In any events the wretclied bawling and uproar wi/lich' 
at present exist in our bc»ats would be saved, and tlie passengers would be 
spared the eternal iiijunctioi^ to keep out of the helmsman’s way. 

It niJiy be a^Med too, that under the circMimstances above dcs(!ribed, of 
steering in the now instead of abaft, the rate of moving of the steam-boat 
may be groatly*ao(;|plerated with perfect safety, and the reason is obvious. 
When the person who is guidirig the movements of the boat sees his way 
distinctly, he can venture to»ruii much faster than he now does, when he is 
virtually iJlmdfcided. « • 

At night, the a'dvantages of steering a stcam-boat in the bows are still 
rqore im])urtant. ^ 04 the Micsissippi it would be impossible, were the steam- 
boats not so Hf^tecl. to navigate amongst the floating logs, and the fixed 
snags, as the trees are called Yhich lie with their roots in the mud, and their 
sharp tops pointed down the stream. But by having. the pilot (wdio I may 
mention, always actually, with liis own hands, steers the vessel in 
America,) in the bow, and well raised on a ]>latform, all these ubstai>is can 
be avoided, even in very dark nights. I need not point out to you how emi- 
nently useful the same simple device would be in navigating the river 
Tlianies at night, or in foggy, rainy, or blowing w'oatiier. 

1 call the device a simple one, because it absolutely requires no change of 
principle, anil is capable of being adopted in every boat at the expense of 
half an hotir*s W'ork for a poiiplq of seamen, and half a day’s work for two or 
three carpenters. ^ * ,, 

All that is requisite* is, to have a small platform or scaffold, eight feet 
square, raised about ten feet or tw'elve feet above the deck, at the distance 
of ten or twelve feet from the stem. On this let the wheel be pbu efl. and 
lot the tiller ropes, after passing »round tbo barrel, be led through blocks in 
the deck beneath, and again tliruugh blocks or shceve holes on the bulwark, 
low down, ’ilie ropes then stretch along outside, and are supported on fair 
leaders or rollers till they reach blocks above the counter, and being rove 
through these, they arc made fast to the end of the tiller, which it is best to 
sliip ^baft the rudder, so* as to iceep the ijoop or (Uiarterdeck quite clear for 
the passengers, aii<l to ])i'cvciit the possibility of anything coming in the 
way t»f the "jiller. 

It is well to have those parts of the tiller ropes wliich cross the fore p<'irt 
of the deck^ enclosed in what is called a trunk, or w'ooden pipe, to prevent 
injury from the feet of persons passing to and fro, or iiiterruptiuii from 
things lying about the decks. 

. It might at first be supp(»scd, that tho great additional length* of the tiller 
ropeSi and the distance ot tlie wheal from the rudder, might make it diflicult 
to steer the vessel. Such, [luwever, is not the fact, as 1 can testi^ from 
having myself steered many steam-boats in America, of from dPfeeau four 
hundred tons burthen, and with perfect ease. • 

T Practically spealdn^, tlierefore, there is no objection to tiie adoption of 
this method of steering our river steam-boats, and the, expense must be 
q/Lute immaterial ; and I venture to prouhesy, that the instant the plan is 
adopted by any one vessel, the advantage wUl be (ound so great, it will be 
gqnaraUy adopted by them all. , 

seapgbing steani-boat9,, this method of steering is not ^.necessary, 
ijLOr woul4 Tt .b.e quite so easy p^^adoptiion. But all steam-boats which per- 
of their voyage at ‘se^ rivers, sxcli as J^dinbuvgh 

vessels, might v'eiiy<readijty he fitted with twq wheels and two sets 
ef tUler.Vopps;, one abaft,, as at pres^ent, to be used at sea; the other elevated 
on a platform to brought into play on entering the river. . 

, ■ Mym think. thJjsT^nnnunica'^^ worthy of a mace in your Journal^ I shall 
bn glad;, io, .send, for your month’s Kumbeir, another plan for the 

further improvement of steam navigation in rivers ; — not a fanciful scheme, 

2 N .2 • 
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but one wliioh has been for vears in use on the Tay, with such great a^vani- 
tage^.that I have often wonilerecl why it was nut universally adopted. 

* 1 remain your most obedient servant. 

Bash. Hai.l, Capt. K.lN. 

Obedience — the First Dnhj 'of tr Soldier J* 

Mr. Editor^ — 1 observe that the opinion lately given by Judge Johnson* 
in answer to a question by Sir William Coxf one of the firjwd Jury at the 
Srexford Assizes, That in case sin ofHc<v* sKould give an illegal order to his 
men to Are on a mob, any soldier obeying the order ivoiild likewise he 
amenable for the offence/’ is questioned by “ an Ofllew” iq <5ie 'fimes news- 
paper of this day ; but that the Editor of that very Liberal and Patriotic 
Print ” states the opinion to l>e |]^.?rft;ctly correct." Supply that highly- 
gifted gentleman is for once in error; and if 1 am notcini^taken^ you will 
take every means of counteracting the evils Vhcly tb arise from the propa- 
gation of an oninion so mischievous to the service. 

Tn the Article^ of War, under the lieatl of “ Crimes puAisImhle w’ith Death, 
Tran»ortatiiin/’ &c., I find (CHause 18) included, Any i>flicer or soldier 
wlio shall disobey the lawful command of his superior officer," hut it never 
was intended, and it never will be recognised, that a soldier is to question 
the legality of the commands of his officer, or that he shall be punished for 
obeying them. I have at this moment some instructions lately issued from 
the Hoi*sc-Guards, and the maxim under the head of “ Articles of War" is, 
^^Obboienck is the first doty op a saLDiEij." I do not Ihir.k they 
have yet appeared in your Journal, and 1 therefore pnclosc an extract, the 
publication of which may be serviceable. 

“ ARTICLES OF IV AR. 

“ OnEDlRNCR T.S THE FIRST IV^TV OK A SOIDIER. . . 

“ For the following oifcnces, tJie fVrticlesof Wariiidirt on the soldier the pciudly 
of death, or such otlior [luiiisluncnt as a Court-Martial may awanl. ^ 

‘‘ 31utiny.~ Desertion. — Cow'ardice — Holding correspondence with the enemy. — 
Quitting ]u8 post in search of plunder. — Personal violence to a s'uperior, or dis- 
obedience of his law'fiil cominaiids — Forcing a safe-gu;fi’d. — Betraying the ^'atcli- 
word. — Giving false alarms. — Casting away arms or ummiiniiion. — Sleeping on, or 
quitting liis post. ^ 

“ For the following offences, a soldier is liable to be punished by transjmrtatioii, 
or general service, or corporal punishment, and, in addition to any other ininisli- 
meiit, by forfeiture of all claim to pension on discharge, and of all additional pay 
whilst serving. 

“ Using traitorous words against the King or Royal Family. — Persuading to 
desert, or harbouring a deserter — Being drunk on duty. — Breaking arrest. — Giving 

a different watcli^ord.—Sjweading false reiN>i\s in the field Tn action, or previous 

to action, using words tending to create adarrn. — Qiptting ranks without leave.- - 
Being nE^ae "prisoner by neglect. — Seizing supjdies.-— Disgraceful and vicious con- 
duct. — Kefusiiig assistance to, or impeding the Provost Marshal. — Embezzling or 
misapplying money or stores. 

For the followirm offences, a soldier ^s to be punished according to the nature 
and degree of the ofrence. * 

Speaking to the hurt or dishonour of the general, or other commander-in-dhief 
of the forces. — Neglect of Ardors on duty.— Hiring another j>crson to do his duty 
witliout authority — Absence ^froro par^e — Giving false .'ilarms at liome by, dis- 
charging fire Airms, &c.— -Lying out of quarters. — Being found one mile from the 
* camp, without leave. — Permitting bbggagC'WAggons, or carriages, to be overloaded. 
—Selling, losing, or foiling bis arms, accoutrements, or necessaries. — Selling, 
losing, or ill<>treatii]g his horse.— Committing waste, or destroying property.— Non- 
commissioned officer striking or ill-treating a soldier.— Vexatious appoU from a 
regimental court martial.— Any non-CoramissiouMl officer, oa^-!.ddiar, t*onviuted of 
embezzling or misapplying money intrusted to nim, is to mi. put under stoppagiIXs 
until the money is made g^. c 

A soldier convicted of malingerings of feigning) or producing disease, of injuring 
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his health by*vice or intemperance, of nbseiit!nf|r himself from hospital whilst under 
medical treatment, or of a gross violation of the rules of the hospital, may he >ried 
for disgraceful conduct, and shall be subjected to the pains and penalties atl^ched 
to that offence ; and a soldier convicted of dlsgriii^eful conduct, having been once 
previously convicted of an olfehcc of a disgraceful character, or of oifeuces which 
render him nn^vorthy to ne retained in the army, may, in addition to any other 
puiiishinent, lie dischai^ed«with ignominy, and will thereby forfeit all claim to pen* 
sion, or allowaiufe oi} discharge. ^ 

^ “ A soldier who shall iKHtome meimt^i or mutilated hy the firing off of his musket, 
or by any other means, is to be tried by a court-martial, and if it be found by the 
(Jourt tba^.he nrAimingtor mutilating was the effest of design, he shall not be dis- 
charged, but shall ^e employed on military work. If a soldier tamper with Ids 
eyes,- or by vice, intemperance, or tniscopdi^'t, hliall cause the total or partial loss of 
bis sight, he slialf not be cuititled to bis discharge, or to a pension, but shall be 
detained in an e^e infirraar^’. * 

“ A soldier convicted of baviil^ been four times drunk within twelve months, or 
twice drunk ^vlien for^ ]):irade or duty, within twelve irioiftlis, may be deprived of 
his additional pay, or of the aUowaiicc in lieu of beer, for a period not exceeding 
two years. 

“ Any person hatnng been discharged from the army, who shall re-enlist. and 
w'hen questioned by the magistrate at the time of being attested, shall conceal or 
misrepresent the cause of his discharge, shall not reckon bis past servi<*e, nor be 
allowed a pension, if again discharged lor disability. 

All erinies not capital, and all disorders .ami neglects wliicli soldiers may be 
guilty of, to the prejudice* milivtry discipline, though not specified in the Articles 
of War, are to be taken «;ogni'/ancM.* of by coiirts-inartial, and punished ac4*oj'ding to 
the nature and degree <if the offence. ^ 

COMPLAINTS. 


When a soldier has any coinpbijut to make, he should npjieal to the (‘aplain of 
Ills ('ornjinny ; his tone and manner should be iMuperatc and respecllul ; and if he 
prefers to lie ^Iccompauied by a iioii-coiiuiiissioiUMl oHic**!*, he should i’ti|iiest. a ser- 
jeaiit of the company to go with him. iS’o soldier, on any accounl, is to presume to 
make a complaint to his otficer for another soldier who conceives ho is aggrieved ; 
and not more tliaii tw«) sobjiers should appnsich the oliicer. to iniike a coiai>laiiit at 
one ainl the same time.*’ 

SJStli July Anti-Radical. 


*** We believe there is Init one opinion in the .«5ervioc, and amongst 
all sober-minded persons out of it, as to the inisapplioatioii and mischievous 
tendency of the dogma so unadvisedly pro])oiinded by the Irish Judge. The 
latter, and civilians in general, forget that the army is and must he go- 
verned by a separate code, which is annually sanctioned hy the^Lcgi^Jature, 
under the title of the ISIutiiiy Act.. The extract we have giren above, from 
the Articles of War, taken ip its obvious spirit, will prove the siiphistry, and, 
we trust, prevent the disorganizing effects of an (»pinion, vvhiclff case 

of the soldier, is equally irrecoiicileable with fact, e.vpedieucy..und common 
sense. — .Kn. 


Commcnls on “ The. DislribntioH aivl Duties of the Medical S/qff' 
of the Armi/"* * 

Mk. Editor, — 1 have perused in your entertaining Journal fni* June 18.31, 
certain observations, signed ‘‘ a Medical Officer,” “ on the Distribution and 
Duties of the unattached Medical Stsvff of the ATiny at home and to whom, 
Irish like, though unattachkd, he gives duties and*STATiONS to in a sort 
of tabular form, the compilation of which he declares gave him great trou- 
ble in coming «t tV^e truth. He also, with a continued trifle of the hull in 
him, tells you that^e titles t>f Director-General, Principal Inspector-Ge- 

— 5 — Tgr — “ — - 

* See 6ur Number for Jane. 
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ntsrnl, Physician-Geilerul, and Surgeon-Genctjil, have now" beeome dbtfolete 
the present regulations dated 29th of July 1830 ; yet in said tobular 
fornNour compiler includes Asshtnnt Inmieetora and Aaaistant StiQf' SargSims 
as persons at present on full pay. Now, a word would tell him, that the 
Royal Warrant of George the I'hird, dated 22nd May ISOi, ordered all 
AmaiatH Inapertora from thenceforth to be dubbed Deputy Impeotora of 
Hospitals; and that the Royal Wan*ant of our good King William the 
Fourth, diited 29th July 1830, made all Di^mfy Irfapectora to he ** Dejmty 
Impevtora General;** and that all Asaiaf tut Staff' Surymna** should be 
lopped ill their honours, inasmuch ns the word st afp should he reduced, and 
the rank in future to be simply “ Aasiatant Surgeona*^ to ^hC Forces ! And 
now, with great submission, let me say, that a moment's consideration M^ill 
eiisily evince how far this tabular torfti ef duties and distribution, made up 
to April 1831," is, or is not, what it should be, if aHnnl tivitli,aiid fair obser- 
vation were the breaches through which the general aCtlack had been made. 

1 freely allow the London Medical Hoard" consists of a senior and 
junior officer; the one, Director General" at .i2000 a-vear, and the other. 

Principal Inspector" at £1200 a-year ; and the cojupiter is requested to 
say, who may be “ the Aaaiatnnt Inapector ?" The Secretary of the Lon- 
don iMedical Board, as per Monthly Army Li^t, comes in rank immediately 
after the Director General and Principal Insjiector ; and the Pro/ttaaionai 
Aaaistant,” (an extra rank most certainly of no class,) is ranked after the 
Secretary ! Of course, all connexion with the Army Medical Hoard, l^oii- 
don, means simply that he is an officer of tho^Boar^l, of a particular charac- 
tei^ and is in iuiiior rank to the* Secretary. , 

, we ttiny all admit that a ** Staff' Surgeon** is a very good, a very Correct, 
and a v^Cry called for, medical oflicer in a town or in a city where a larger 
garrison than one or two regiments is usually stationed, to' receive the 
orders of the Metropolitan Medical Board,^ind to superintend the medical 
and financial regulations of the s^eral /iOrps placeil under his ccmtrbl, giving 
his professional advice and assistance where ordered, and where in conse- 
quence necessary, for the observance of the regimental medical officers. In 
many of the stations enumerated in the Tabulj^r Distribution," 1 must 
acquaint the compiler thereof, that the Staff' Surgeon is attached to a Re- 
crui^^ing District,** and as such is merely the Medical Staff Officer annexed 
toab'-j.tl duty, vrithout reference to or interference with the surrcAinding dis- 
trict; and as an allusion is here made to Surgpotta of Uecruitinp Diatrietaf 
who, at the commencement of the rank, were an isolated body of men, at ten 
shillings a-day pay, it may nut be inappropriate to observe, that all the 
surgeons appointed thereto in Ireland, were named and gazetted under the 
immediate ahlhority of the London Medical Hoard, although probably it 
may he found tlAt the Dublin Medical Board was in active operation hetbre 
the coii||mtipg materials, of w'hich the London Foard was formed, could be 
hroughtWii to'actiori . 

The Pay Warrant of 179T originated with the Dublin Medical Board ; 
that of 1804 waa the'wOrk of the Lpndon Medical Board; and the rOCeiit 
Pay Warrant of Julj’ 1830 emanated f^om The ‘VPaY Department^'* OOlely. 

Oui^ worthy ^ comwiYcr" will see, in reading over the foregoing' pas^ges, 
tliat a strange anomai]^ hes been acted' Opon in li^elAnd for many yearopaM, 
namely, the service of tWo'Medtcal Siaffis id that land of •• Job’"-^thW'IriA 
Army Metrical Staff, and the Staff 'forced into^ the ^country asthe Rooiruitmg 
• iHatHct "Not another' wotd 'u^h'Hje^siihjeet is needful j bUtittnOy 

wuth^ gresit' honesty lid added; thbt tni ^ri^nat poaae^iaor of the RedrtMirig 
Depots was from Hmq lo time placed Upon lisilf-pay ; and the Sur^ri hr the 
Forces f pay "■ tht 'pfgmtg^Iekp^ctori^Geherat of 'Hospitals f are now doing 
duty itiTreiand us'*‘ District S^rgeOna .*^ ' ()h,‘ that our 4* c<«npner'^^- teere 
acquainted with those anti hoim otner little f dots t LeWiltA lodk to Newty 
^district! • -'i ^ -J ; 

The ‘‘ Assistant Staff' Surgeons, * now so r^’eorrOeity'gUeh'kk thei •• Ta- 
bular Fonn of l)istribut{oh>" as tdi'Chhtimmvmay fdse be hidught 
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forwniHl few aa ubaervatioA or two* It u quite ridiculoun to put them down 
for duty at Hhat place. They are merely bent there to await the calla of 
serriue, and to give the young medical recruit an idea of duty, as welL&s to 
prevent his loitering his time iu London for orders of eventual disposal. 

To follow, however, the ohservationa of our worthy compiler'’ through- 
out the variouA* grades oi* his disquisitions upon the English Army Medical 
Concerns, wbuld answer no good pur|Kise. it is to be much suspected, and 
it is really to*be ^regretted, tlfat the loaves and Ashes seem to sw'im before 
his eyes ; were he to come ferw'^rd.and attack meamres^ without noticing the 
tuen ill employ, he mighty and it might reasonably be expected that he w ould 
and musi* do g^d to»the service. For instaive, take up the dieting of the 
sick soldier. Lei him give his opinion how far half a povnd of boiled po^ 
lutocs w'ould a|U}ear a cheering ac«;otwpaninient to a convalescent Irinh or 
tScote soldier, when he his cut of boiled oeef for dinner, and how the 
stomach (»f siicii a ** gfiurmanf^* could stand the allow'ance of two tea spewm- 
fuls of milk to his Congou at breakfast 1 Let our compiler come at a few' of 
those desiderata foi* the recovery of the sick soldier, and his good intentions 
will tell. There are, to be sure, a list of mighty Ane extras allowed >but the 
Uegimeutal Surgeon in Ireland keeps those kind iwcepthms from the know- 
ledge of the soldier. Were the s<»]dier aware of them, he ccmld, and certainly 
would, annoy the Regimental Medical OiAcer; and I may witli great truth 
say, that if the soldier's option in hmpHal diet was attended t(», agreeably to 
regulations^ a pound steilirig a-day would not cctver his hospital stoppage of 
tenpeiiee ! Let it be ]^*ecoU^cte4l that the service in Ireland is here solely 
alluded to under this ^ead. • 

At this place it may n<»t be very foreign to remark, that “our compiler,” 
in observations upon Head Quarters, London,” says, it would be wcirif’ 
the members of the Army Medical Board had eacli respectively his dc« 
Aiied oAkce duties to perform.* lie knows not that under >fr. keate, Sir 
Lucas Pep^, and Mr. Knight, this ncitable expedient was fully tried, 
weighed, and found deAcieut. The “ JSttrgeon-General** could take his 
Assistant-Surgeons and Surgeons, and his higher oAicers, from the Hospital 
Elates, from the Assistant burgeons, and from Surgeons of Regiments. 
The “ Physician-Gen ehtV' had the appointing of Dispensers of Medicines, 
of A)>othcflaries, and of Pliysicians to the Forces ; and the Insj)ector Gene- 
ral could appoint Hospital JMates, Purveyor’s Clerks, Deputy Purveyors, 
and Purveyors of Hospitals. 'J'he Arst collision took place between Mr. 
Keate and Mr. Kniglit — the latter had the appointment of the Hospital 
Mates, and Mr. Keate w'as obliged to take liis Assistant-Surgeons from tlie 
Hospital Mates^ or appoint Assistant Surgeons direct to regiments who never 
had been Hospital Mates, 'riiis frequently occurred, and the Regimental 
Surgeon himself has been appointed when he never had been either Hospital 
Mate or Assistant-Surgeo^i ! • ^ 

So much for Ijindon Jobbing and immaculate conduct in olft:e r^^gulation. 
The fate attending such prosperous doings was easily anticipated ; and the 
change brought forward old Mr- Weir to the liead of affaii's, and after him 
succeeded the present dynasty in Bericeley Street. . 

And now to come t<i JMing Ireland. It is to be slated, that the Army 
Medical Department in Dublin aidciimlledges bqt one chief, and that is the 
present Director-General of Hospitals, Doctor George iieimy, on w'hom it 
, (a with pleasure coufossod, that onr <xnn/a/er»has passed an^eulogium, hut 
which eulogium is no more than what truth and fair reasoning would entitle 
that truly honest man to receive. .This gentleman nerves as “ CMef of the 
Army Medicid J>epartmetit in Ireland” since Juno and his salary^ is 

atL a year. He has not more than four clerks in his office, aud 
controls the« entire of the General and Regimental Military Hospitals in 
Ireland, upwarasHpf sixty id number, by monthly accounts, coinprisiiig a 
sum of upwards of S6,0l)0/. yearly^ to be checked and regularly audited, and 
V reported upon to head-quarters. ^ ^ 

.Ho.haa one “ Deputyrliiapector-Q enpral of HifepitaU,” as his first Staff 
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medical officer, and witli vast submission to our compiler, it must be reeol* 
looted, that the person who now fills that situation wiis appointed a Staff'^ 
Sur^on” in tbe year 179.5, was promoted to the rank of Jiftnatant-in-^ 
specter** in 1803, and no doubt would have remained at said rank ever since, 
had it not been that our deceased gi-acious Sovereign George the Third 
did by his Royal IV'arrant, dated at St. Jaines*s«the 2^2nd-^,uf May 1801-, 
enjoin ainl order that the rank of A^«istaitt‘InnpQefor” should ee.ase, and 
that all officers of that rank should thenceforward be called and approved 
Diputiplumpevtors of Honpitah** And at^this latter rank he remained, 
until our present beloved King, William tlie Fov.rth, by his Royal Warrant 
of July 18.30, made all the l^puty-hispectorH to havcjhe addition^ title of 

Gfif^ERAL.” ' 

'J''he Staff medical duty at Duhlin^is^ peculiar to itself, and can only be 
known to those employed on the station. .And our co/w/;«7(*r^* remarks about 
Sif'k Certifimtes*' and Medical Boards,*' contain* naire reaom in the way 
of the “ loaves and fishes/* than almost at any other part of his lucubrations 
breaks forth ! t 

In aj^swer to our compiler's remarks, as to the Physician-General and 
Surgeon-General in Ireland, it is simply necessary to observe, that on the 
rediiclion of the Army Medical Board in Dublin, in the year 1816, which 
consi.sted of the Physicimi-Oene7'al, Surgpon-Octteral, and Director-Gencrul 
of Hospitals, the Physicdan-General and aiirgeun-General were reduced ns 
members of said Board, and the entire of the duties, both medical and finan- 
cial, were placed under the sole and absoli^c control of tho Director- 
General of Hospitals. And tbe^ duties of the Physician-General and Sur- 
geon-General retrograded, or went back to the medical and surgical services 
•thViy had to perform before the Establishment of the Medical Board in 
179.5 ; namely — their professional attendance on the Cirencral Military Hos- 
pitals in Dublin, oftentimes, and for years together, two and even three in 
number, besides the present («ene«al I^lilitary Hospital in the Plp»n).v Park. 
In a word, to prove tho assertion beyoiftl yea or nay, it may he as well to 
name them— -they are not so many years broken up, but that two of these 
additional Hospitals must be in instant recollection. 

1st. 7’he upper wards of “ Stoevens’s Ilospital*' weflie hired for the acc^m- 
modaiion of sick suldiera, holding generally 200 patients. 

2nd. The Convalescent General Military Hospital,*' on Arbor dlill, con- 
taining seldom under seventy-five patients. 

The Medical General at Cork has tho same good fortune to tliank for his 

J irornotion as our Dublin General had, and no doubt our worthy cmnpilcr 
ooks upon him with equal love and kindness for his removal to a better 
staff! But eniiugh has been said to prove, that if reform is wanting in the 
Army Medical D^artment of his Majesty service, it is not at the indivi^ 
dualu employed tho pecking should be first made — but at measures. 
The offic0^i^>mmnnd of a regiment is now hona^e the Surgeon ! and too 
often intel^posejj his opinions on remedial measures, as well as in other mat- 
ters it were quite as well to he silent about. But so it is well known ! 

And now a few words upon our friendly compiler's hints at ccunon?y, and 
Mr. Editor I shall Hfd you good nighf. Suppose, us Ireland seems in his 
opinion the genuine land of jobbiny^the economy system commenced here, 
and the present incumbmits^'vifeve sent to the left about and put upon half-pay, 
or rather, it would be whole ]^ay from their length of service. Surely the 
fresh feeders oft the public purse must be paid. The men in office are old, 
but they are yet able y* work j and if this single point bo onCe admitted, 
and surely to every unUiassed character if must, where can the saving be of 
putting by the old before worn out, and using the new ? A due consideration 
of the ‘‘ DEAD weight” will answer aU farther questions. 

% 1 aiq/^biirs,' &c. 

Senbx. 

P. S. It may be well ^to add, that there is*iio siaff* Surgeon" serving 
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OR this Irish Medical Staff. Those of that rank on service in Ireland are 
attached tol*^ llecruiting Districts^'* and were appointed t)iei;eto, as before 
saic^ by thc^V^iiglish Army Medical Department. * 

— ■ ' ■■ 4 

Cov^oMs of Midshiinncn Afoaf, 

Mr. EditokJ — I n these days of reform, I hope a few remarks on the pi*e- 
serit state of tl^o Mids fii Ills jklajesty's si^rvice may not be considered too 
triAiiig for a place*iu your valuable Journal. 

• The Lords Commissioners lA- the Admiralty have, in the most praise- 
worthy irenner I turned their attention to the ^melioration of the condition 
of that class of officers, and no doubt their care and attention has tended 
greatly to an improved state of S(»ciety and respectability in our noble pro- 
fession ; and thete is, 1 hope and trn*st,‘'a heartfelt pride glow^ing within the 
breasts of thes(? rising JCelsons^ bul do not let our old officers iimigiiic from 
this 1 w'ould imimgri them iu’the slightest degree. No one can revere the 
reapers of our last, war's glorious harvest more than* myself; but 1 doubt 
not they will themselves acknowledge that an improvement has takeg place 
in our service generally, and 1 feel persuaded they will see no cause to be 
offended at the remark. 

The point to which I am now coming will at first appear trifling, hut con- 
viction satisfos me of its importance. 1 allude to the respectable appear- 
ance of the Mids in Ills Majesty’s service, which, if not essentially reipiisite, 
is unquestionably very desirable. With a view to this end, it is of course 
necessary they should hc^allou^ed a che^t to contain tlieir clothes and wash- 
ing apparatus. Now, Althougli the custom oT the service ha!!> for many years 
pa.st, ami does still sanction their possessing suck an article, it has iiev^ 
been officially granted them, and their chests are therefore at the disposal, 

T may say, of their Captain, wli^ alters their size, or even destroys them, at 
ills pleasure. ^ 

First. With regard to altering their size, suppose a Midsliiprnan liavhig n 
chest full of clothes which he has been allowed in his last ship should re- 
move to another, on a foreign station particularly, and the Captain should 
order his <;hest to he rtz<?cd, ho must in conse(|uenco lose, spoil, or sell a 
portmii of his kit, which is a loss many in our .service are unable t<i afford. 

Secondly^ Suppose his chest broken up and a b.'igsubbtitutcd, w'ith the ad- 
dition, perhaps, of a small drawer to contain his \va^>hillg traps, how is it 
possible he cun appear on the <piarter-deck like an officer or a gentleman ; 
and besides, the chances arc a kit that cost from ciu/. to 100/. is totally ruined 
ill three weeks. 

The first of these cases has continually taken place, and is still of common 
occurrence, and chiefly for the sake of uniformity and regujarity of appear- 
ance. 'fhe second, I believe, (aiiifforthe credit of our horvice I hope,) is of 
rrnf rare occurrence, although 1 am most crediljly informed having 

taken place within the lust three years. ^ * 

Ike proposal I would therefore make is, that the Admiralty do appoint a 
size of (kest to bo aUoired throughout the service, I»y doing wliiiJi they 
would ouviato the difficulty, and I may almost say injif^ice of the former, 
and effectually crush tlie tyranny of the Jatter. 

Captains, Lieutenants, and Warrant Officers an* allowed cabins for their 
clothes and comfort, and I think the IVIids im^ with justice claim a chest. 

I cun only add, that the above remarks may be useful, or tend Eventually to 
tho comfort of the Mids in His Majesty’s service, is t^e sincere wish of your * 
constant reader and admirer, * , 1 1 am. 


Ciarix of the 23rd Light Dragoons at Talavcra, 

Ma. EniTOu, — tif your Ignited Service Journal for July, I observe a 
letter from a “ Talavewi M;m,'j relfttive to the charge made by the late 523rd 
Dragoons at the battle of Taiavera. AVill you permit me to mention what 
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1 -observed on that occasion ? In this battle^ 1' was a Subaltern of the Light 
i;oinpany of the left regiment of Hills divUdon^ and was in ct^sequeiico in 
a: good situation to view the charge in question* being pLfibed on \he 

left of the hill, well known by the name of “ Hilfs hill.” 

On this part of the British line the French bad made some most deter- 
mined attacks on the morning of the 528th, us well £b the preyicms night and 
afternoon, and it was with considerable fear for thejBiifetv of uiiV hill, that 1 
observed, towards evening, some heavy columns of French preparing to renew 
their attacks on our division, already very much reduced in numbers, and 
those that remained, not over well fed during the previous twenty-four 
hours. We had scarcely stoed up from the ground te recipiVe the attack of 
those columns, (one of which was in the act of deploying,) when a heavy 
body of British cavalry came into the valley on the left of qiy company, and 
had not been long there before a charge .vriis. ordered being at tne time a 
very young soldier, and not before having thg good*fortune to see cavalry 
preparing for this sortjof work, the sight had an impr^sion on me which 1 
shall never forget, but which, 1 suppose, every soldier has occ,asioiially. 
The 3.%rd, which was in front, advanced in the most splendid order, but be- 
fore they went far, we had the unhappiness to perceive them entirely broken, 
by what afterwards appeared to be the dry bed of a rivulet, and which each 
nian crossed over as w'ell as he could. After such an event, it was nut pos- 
sible even for the 23rd to make an impression on a column of French vete- 
rans, and which by tips time was in square. I am, therefore, very sorry to 
differ w*ith your Talavera Correspondent, but ,musC assert that I did not eee 
the 2Srd Dragoons charge through this culunni. , 

1 am fully persuaded that if any Light Dragoons, or, indeed. Dragoons of 
any description, could have broken that fine body of French infantiy, fo.m- 
qd a» they then were, the 2.3rd would have done it; however, from the 
moment they came in contact with the bed of the rivulet before mentioned, 
this corps did not appear to merto be in a state to attack, tliq most inex- 
perienced infantry ; and although man^ went on after this iinfbitunate oc- 
currence in the most gallant manner, yet, 1 fear, it was merely a useless 
sacrifice of life, as 1 did nut see them touch a single man in column, Still, 
although by this unforeseen misfortune, the 23rd hid not succeed in their 
charge, yet the General-in-Chief fiilly succeeded in his object, as the spirit 
whieti this corps had shown certainly deterred the enemy fronf repeating 
their attacks on our hill. 

I am, yours, &c. 

A Libutenant-Colonel (Unattached). 

J. U. Service Club, I8th July, 1831. 


^Suggestion for a United Service Retreat, 

' Mr. valuable and ably conducted Journal has proved both 

an honour and a benefit to the United Service." It has shown that Science 
is a twin sister with Valour, and that Learning can march hand in hand With 
Loyalty ;• while at tite> same thne I think you must have convinced Lven the 
Jading public,” Aat * there is^ knowledge in the camp as well as in the 
sdiools. Seme of the mgst aHe and usmul; papers that were ever written 
havb anpeared-in the pages of yduv Joutab]^^* ahd written, too, by officers of 
the«<^ United ^Service/' Let^ always- 'he thus united^ and those who envy 
^England ihev- -greatness and her gloryv whether'Uiey come' in the shape of a 
Mim b avA txr a- Mars, vrill ever find ue .w^tfa 'onr ” lamps burning/* 


* \yhile we confess that our modesty is a little ruffled by the strength of those 
(^plimeuts, wg anu of cpunie„ the last who should, he insensibly t^ their faithful 
apf^iyatlpn, Jn justice.; to .ounelves, therefore^ and to the wEaness (rt* our corre.. 

spondent, we give, as wq are. ^ppild^^ to do, his complimentary opinions 
letiencbnient ; we aB|dco,to.np ;qqre Ip^tknafe reprard than ktudaii d laudato,** 
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’ 'U in Tiot,* however, for the por^MMe of adding my very feeble note of praisiaf 
to that whira the united nations, as well as the services of tho empire, have 
so j^istly awarded you, but simply to submit to your readers a ulaii, (wl&ich 
1 have long considered, and which 1 think practicable,) for establishing at a 
short distance from London,!*^ An Asylum,” to be called ** The United Ser- 
vice Itetreat ;”,»M'here thbse officers and men of iiis Majesty's Army and 
Navy, (whom the Contingencies of the service, wounds, or accidents, have 
redutsed to a ht!lpleH% orhopelcM siUte ofimanity,) may he received and treated 
with all that kindness which humajiity can suggest, and all the attention and 
c'are their dii^ease requires ,* and where tiiey may enjoy to their vilest ex-« 
tent, the iropralqpienta that have been discovered by science and experience 
in the treatment of those diseases that affect the regular or reasonable rnanU 
A^tatiofis < f tiiQ^uinan mind. • « 

With such iijn A^ylum^l thli^k the Mtisciim and other scientific estublioli- 
ments might he advailtage<»iJLdy connected ; and instead of the gloomy pri- 
son which our legislators and magistrates will still persist in building and 
providing for the security and comfort, as they suppose, of the insane in 
civil life, we should have a cheerful establishment, endowed with«ill the 
comAirts, many of the superior embellishments, and ail the indnoements, 
that can lead the mind back to happiness and trancpiiUity, lessen the horror 
of a necessary seclusion, or alleviate Mitferings, whether real or imaginary. 

To such an estublisliment I conceive Me might not only have apart- 
ments attached f4»r a Museum and Library, but also i\ Zoological and i^tu- 
uical Garden ; all of whjch cr^ild lie kept in order and superintended by the 
patients of this Asylyni ; ay, and ably ti|o, under the management and 
direction of one or two «'ible professors and a very few' assistants. 

Most of your readers are no doubt aware, that there is a mad-house for ‘ 
the Military at Fort Clarence, near Chatham, and ti Naval sisylum connected 
with Haslar Hospital. Yes, Sii*, much credit is due to Sir VV'iliiam Burnett 
and Sir Jaiyes JVIT^rigor, for the exertions they have made to rescue the 
officers and men of tlia Majesty’s service from the fangs of those merciless 
contractors for the prolongation of human misery, the private mad-house 
keepers in and near the metropolis: and though the one could only get tke 
dnuyeons of a military Jbrt, and the other the outskirts of a naval ho3]>ital, 
tltey have contrived to render both establishments as respectable as the 
Qirtiuinstaik*.e8 in each case would admit of. ’riiey have maile them in some 
respects comfortable asylums,” though as yet they are not, and, indeed, 
they never can be, ho^pUahfor the. cure of dUmac, 

liow, **the United Service Uet^eat” which I propose fo establish, will 
have all the advant'i;es of a colKge, “a miniature Jardin dee riantes** 
wliere instruction will be given and received, — of an hospital where the dis- 
ease can be practically studied, ami the nature and attributes of man and of 
animals inquired into and, developed, withtmt tliose disjgusting accompani- 
meiiift of mummery and mystery, that are so disgraceful an^ unyorthy of 
(iiki enlightened age in which we live* • 

'Tills establishment, Bir, might be raised at a very trifling expense, and 
should He open to all officers and men of both servicqj while in a state of 
ddrangemcnt-^their wives and children* And, believe me, when once oom- 
pleMy it will in a great raeasnie maiiitiiiii itself that is, the fees of pupils, 
the oh^e for showing the Zodlogicsd and Botanical Gardens and the Ma<« 
seum, will greatly diminish the sUihs to be paid by the patients; and the graat 
advantage of such an hospital will soon cause applications to be made 
w ealthy patients, whose payments jviU abundantly provide for many desta^ 
tiite widows and orphans of officers, that otherwise could not have had 
advantages of such a place. 

1 Mhall ri6t» intrude farther iipon your pages for the present, but if you 
approve' of 'mV su^^estion, l'%hall next enter fully into the details of the 
meaWare, " I Ipiv'e the honour to be, Sir, 

1 Your constant rekder and admirer, 

Milo. 
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The Brilhsh Cavaln/. l 

result of a liundred buttles, and the testimony of impartial writern of* ilif- 
ferent nations, have given the first plaee amongst the European infantry to the 
British ; but in a comparison between the tivnips ofsFrauce and England, it would 
be unjust not to admit, that the cavalry of the former stands high(T in the estima> 
tion of the world.” — Vie/e Najner'a Peninaulnr War^ voL 3, page 275i. 

Mr. Editor, — In reading the third volume of Colonel Niipier s valuable 
work, I was struck with the passiigc quotiMl^bovc, and as it is to he feared 
the mere publication of such a statement by an author of big celelt'*ity, may 
tend to strengthen a very unfounded prejudice, I venture Irj call your atten- 
tion to the subject, in the hope that you will collect and publish from time 
to time, authentic and detailed accounts Of the conduct of thC British cjivalry 
during the war in the Peninsula and the S^outh of Fnii;^ce,"and by this means 
place its character in a truer light. It might liuve been expected that Colo- 
nel Napier, (who muijt have had frequent opportunities of witnessing the 
conduct of our cavalry in the field,) would not have rested satisfied with 
giving Currency to such an opinion by barely stating it, hut that he would 
have attempted, at least, to expose its falsity, and restore the cavalry of his 
country to the station it is entitled to occupy in the estimation of the w'orld. 
As he has not adopted this natural and becoming course, 1 may he permitted 
to offer a few remarks on the relative merits of the cavalry of tljc two nations. 
The British may he oonsidered inferior to their rivals in aii acquaintance 
with certain points t»f the duty of tlie outposts V but ‘this is to be taken w'ith 
much limitHtioii, :ind is ficrliaps^diiefly, if not entire^/, to be ascrihe<l to a 
^ went of equal opportunities of acquiring experience on actual service. 

' men are also more apt to be carried away by their eagerne.ss in pursuit, after 
su successful charge ; and this impetuosity has sometimes exposed them to 
suffer severe loss from a beaten enemy. I'he habit of campaigning would 
Mion correct this fault, which is 'shared with tliem by our'infdntry. 'I'he 
French are notorious for bad horsemanship and neglect of their horses ; the 
British the reveree. In every other respect, 1 believe, our cavalry to be 
superior, not only to the French, but to that of evuj'y other nation. I am 
confident, th.*it when well commanded, no cavalry can withstand their charge; 
and Colonel Na]iier’s own book affords ample proof of the opiriio^i here ad- 
vanced^ as far as it regards the French ; for in nine cases out of ten wliichhc 
has recorded, where the cavalry of the two nations are upposcfl to each other, 
the advantage is with the British, although, in general, far inferior in 
numbers. 

If our cavalry did not act so prominent a part in the decision of general 
battles, and the destruction of beaten armies, as might have been expected 
from these prendsc.s, this failure must be Ascribed to other causes than in- 
feriority troops. It is^suificient to refer to foe actions of thA cavalry, 
when led«by a Paget, a Stee^art, or a Ponsoiiby, to be convinced that it was 
capable of an j achievement. But the Duke of W ellington was averse to 
risk his cavalry (never sufficiently numerous), on account of the difijipulty of 
replacing any seriouadoss in that description of force ; and under some offi- 
cers, who w‘ere most unaccountably entrusted with commands, it would have 
been wone than folly to expect vigour or enterprise. 

I am, &\r, Y our obedient servant, 

. * A. CJ. 


Caxe (ff John Shipp, late W]th Regimenl. 

Mr. Editor, — 1 do believe that where bravery exists benevolence is sure 
to be found : from this conviction I procHsed to n^ate my eajjjis, refosing in the 
confidence that this appeal to your humanity will not* he made in vain. 
Tl^ere are no people wno can appreciate tlie l|fe of a soldier, but those who 
have followed tlie profession through all its cheifuered wanderings. That 
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mine has been a career of peculiar trial and privation^ all must acknowledge. 
The sad wi'r|l-up is as extraordinary and distressing as its commencement. 
Tho^ incideyV «f my life 1 published in the year 1829, and il met a ready 
sale ; but itsiprobts were swallowed up in the cnomiouse expense of jAibli- 
cation. Another edition was called for: I published an enlarged one, add- 
ing to it my humble A^vi^e to Young Officers entering on their Military 
Career,” with rrfony otiicr useful hints. 

Six hundred and fifty*copies,^incumhered with a great portion of the ex- 
penses of its ])tiblicatioii, are still on hand; and, in all probability, the life 
dedicated to my country for th^ long period of thirty-three years — during 
which tinip 1 le^ four forlorn-hopes, aiifl received six hall-wounds* — will he 
consumed in a )>rii 3 on, If gentlemen do not become purchasers of my works, 
viz. “ My owB Ijife"' and the Military Bijou the former was published 
in three volunies»jit thirty shilliiiir,^, dnif the latter in two volumes at fifteen 
shillings. I mw rv'qiiire .no pi^Hthn them; the luiuidation of the debt in- 
curred ill tlio publication being my principal aim, and the desire of termi- 
nating my tlays in ]ieace, my hie:hest hope. Both works iiiav he had of mo 
at the reduced priceVd* one ])Ouiid, or, separately, the Life at fif’teen -^lijliiigs, 
and the Military Bijou at seven sliUlings, in boards All orders adii rested to 
me, by post, will he gratefully received and iii'^tantly attended to. 

I remain, Mr. lOflilor, 

Your obedient humble servant, 
Joriv Si lire, 

Ealing, Middlesex, Juno lS.qL L.'ite Lieutenant S7th Reginieiit. 

^Ve tni>t that our insertion of the alcove may ser'i e the interests of 
the writer. — lio. * 


IJadii'c of Merit, 

Mn. KniTOR, — Ilavinjr just read the riniarks <»f your intelligent (\»r- 
rospondent L*. L.*1j. in the Tinted SeiVice Journal for January last, relative 
to a Badge of Merit, I beg to offer a few observations upon the subject for 
the coiHideration of those who have already taken so lively an interest in 
this most ilesiralde ohjei.t. 

Wbat is everybody's business is no oiie*s hiisiness, and unless Ills Ma- 
jesty, or tle^se to whom it may he rcfeiTed, clearly see their way, and some 
simple plan is pointed out without putting the public to any expense in 
these times of great pressure of business and economy, there is rcasmi to 
fear, that although there might not be any possible objection to tlie principle 
of the thing, it might never he accomplished, particiilnrly if it was found to 
oiictipy too much of the viduablc time of those in official situations — it there- 
fore appears tome, that a Committee should he formed of Navy and Army offi. 
cers of eitiier of the (Jiib-houses, to fix upon the design for a Badge, and draft 
of a Memorial, to he submitted to His Majesty. The cmly difftfluice^l would 
propose in the Badge is, that in place of the lion, a crown and anchor might 
ho more appropriate for the Navy ; and the King's arms, t)r usual military 
trophies for the Army. It sometimes happens that an q^cer having served 
ill both Navy and Army has been engaged in tfome celebrated naval action, 
and distinguished himself in storming • forts, iinoii satisfactory proof of 
which he should be allowed to wear botbthe naval and military badge. And 
such officers on haif-])ay in the Navy, Arniy,sind East India service, as 
have the privilege of attending flis Majesty’s Levees, and are permitted to 
wear a badge for distinguished services, should.be allowed, upon those or any 
otlier public occasions, to wear an appropriate blue ooat (like the cavalry 
undress,) with a suitable gilt button, for it does not look well to see medals 
iqion any sort of coat, and it will give those on half-pay, who invariably 
appear in plaifi cIoMie?, an oppsrtunity of wearing their badges on particular 

* These woiindH having been i^iceiA'd when 1 was a non<commis.sioned officer, I 
am iiiijuhle to claim the htmnty to which a commissiniied tfficer ivould he eiititleti. 
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occasions, mnny of whom will otherwise never t^ut theiu' .on^ from d h6tloh^ 
that it is not becoming to wear them wi^ plain olothea^ wfii|h j[ confess 
accords with my own ideas, as 1 have a medal for services pern* rmed aiiout 
thirty years ago, but have not worn it ever since the peace, bAng on half- 
pav,. and having no regimentals. 

Should His Majesty be graciously pleased to*coipply with. the request of 
the United Services, and signify his pleasure in the Gaaettd, to whom each 
officer’s statement of services should be fgrwarded/I would ^bmit that it 
may be done in the following form, which is simple, dnd yet, no doubt, 
will contain all the information that mhy«t»e deemed necessary to satisfy 
His Majesty of the merits of Jbhe applicant to the honqur he^olicitc. 


Name and 
Rank of 
Officer 
when the 
Service was 
perforftied. 

To what 
Ship or 
Regiment 
he belonged. 

Date and 
Nature of 
‘ Service. 

f 

Under 

whose 

Command. 

Remarks -} here state 
^ the best prQot the 
<!)fficer*has to propose 
of his Sei vices, by 
(kvtiftcates,, Betters, 
or Extracts from 
Orders, Ac. 

Officer's 
present - 
Address. 


K 






The form of badge being apppved by His ^lajesly, the next step would 
be for the Committee to ascertain from some skilful ahd eminent Die-sinker, 
(Wyon, for instance,) the expense of the badge in gold, silver, and copver, 
prhich information might be communicated to the Hervice generally throiigli 
your valuable Journal, with the address ofJhe person who proposed to pro- 
vide them, when any officer who /nay be desirous of wearing the badge, and 
having His Majesty s authority to do %o, could signify to ibe contractor by 
letter, post free, the description of badge he was desirous of having, whether 
gold, silver, or copper, and give a reference to some friend or agent in town,, 
who would receive and pay for the same, provided \;he badge was produced 
by the contractor within a stated time — as there are instances of persons 
making a convenience of such contracts, and are years in perfovmin^ w{kat 
mij^ht be done in a few months. By this arrangement, all parties will seo: 
their way most clearly, and the chief trouble, and all the expense, will fall 
upon those who are wUling to bear it* 1 am, Sir, 

9th July, 1631. Your obedient servant, 

« A Subscriber. 


Abstract of Officers who^ served in the Army 4 m the Peninsula mul at , 
c * Waterloo. 

Mr. Editor, — I have lately seen some notice taken in the daily papers of 
the number of General and Field Officers remaining in the Army who wgfe. 
at^ihe Battle of WCtterloo, aiid suhsequeotiy one or two complmnts of the 
jtthtbr ranks omitted in such notice^ 

With this you will receive Abstracts of thetofli^rs who served in the 
insula and arthe Battle of lyaterloo, which ypii jnay be disposed to pripj^J^' 
the United Service Journal. . • ' 1 

* It may perhaps be requisite that I should e^lain, t^at the of the' 

late German Legion aye inclucled in eac<i Abstract, aiid also that, many in-' 
dividuals being included in both Abstracts, the. real number of officers who] 
served in the reninsiila and at Waterloo, and of those remaining in service,] 
is less than the totals of both the statements. « ' 

I am. Sir, 

Y^Bur most humble servant, 

l«th July 1631. T. B, 
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ABSTBACT OF OFFICEBS OF TU:E BRITJl^lI ARJBT WHO SERVED IS THE 
EKIVSVLA BETWEEN THE YEARS 1808 AND 1814. 
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CORRRSPONDBNCE. 


T/te “ Micce” of Hindosian. 

Mr. £dit 9 R^-— As a sound set of teeth is amongst the reqi^tes most to 
be^desired^ either in the held or on a long voyage, by anifii who wuld 
crack his biscuit comfortably, the following hint, if you can dim room for it, 
may possibly interest some one who can make jit available. 

Mr. Johnstone^ in ids Indian Field Sports/^ tells us that the females of 
Hindostan, . * * ■ 

After they attain a certain age, or get nfturied, use aq a|]Vbcation to stain 
their teeth black; this 1 also believe was andtis used to destroy the tartar, and 
preserve tJte teeth and which it certainly does. The time of life at which 

they drst begin to use it, is when tartar collects most ; and werC it nsdd solely for 
ornament, the young would all have their teeth black, wliich'iione of them over 
have. This application is called niicec ( and what it is composed of I caniiiit say. 
Whatever it is, it destroys the tartar, harao^s the gums, and rn/lkes the tccili of a 
jet black, without destroying the enamel.** * * , • 

Now, Sir, was this same “ tniree" submitted *10 the tef.t of chemical analy- 
sts, if a mineral prepatatiun, its component parts could lii^ easily aseertnined ; 
if a vi^etable one, some of yotir readers resident in Inrliot may, perhaps, he 
enabled to obtain possession of the secret, thereby benefiting many of our 
brethren of both arms,’* whose teeth may happen to hang rather loosely in 
their sockets; and 1 think it is very probiible tliat its bcnedcial qualities may 
be found to exist entirely independent of the colouring matter, (for 1 fear 
few of my brother officers will be found willing to exchange even rotten 
teeth for the most sound and beautifully polished black ones ever exhibited,) 
and, if it is so, as 1 susneet, sodety in England niaV be materially benefited 
by the micee*' of tliuuostan. * ■ 

• Vours truly, 

^ Plymouth, July Idth, IH31. Nautici/^. 


The Press and Corfioral punishment in the A^rni/i. 

Mr. Editor, — It has frequently been observed by myself and other 
military men, that the system of flogging in the army appears to have drawn 
ulion itself the violent disapprobation and detestation of that most useful 
elm of society, viz. newsuapcir editors. ^ 

Through the means or your valuable publication, I take th^ liberty of 
informing these bulwarks of public freedom, that their ignorance on the 
above mentioned subject is great in tho extreme ; and that their humane 
COi;(jectures on the barbarity, causes, and effects, are totally groundless, and 
tend to show that however well versed they may be on other subjects, their 
inclinations h^ve never led them to make any investigation from good autho^ 
rity into military affairs. Possibly they nyiy be prompted by humanity ; but 
it appears to me/ that by this violent rating and uniniadversion of an evil — 
whfen punislMC^ent is in any shape, althouglL a iief^essarv one— -an attempt is 
made to*obta^ favour in the eyes of cockneys and languishing damsels; 
however this may be, they would find it of infinite service to themselves and 
papers, were they to consider things *in their proper lif^ht, and not^thiis ex- 
pose their impotend^ by pelting sand at the figure of military justice. 

JTun^ 19th, 1831. ^ r 

It is not by the responsible editors of newspapers that these tales 
•respecting military punishments are trumped up, though they are bound to 
be more vigilant in exiluding'*such truiiipery from their columns : they are 
the fabrication of the gentlemen” of the Penny-a-line Press, who live upon 
thrir wits, and sell [mison without labels to the public, for which they are 
'manifestly indictable. It is unnecessary to add that the piquapt paragraphs 
upon this stock topic, cooked up from tini^ U> time these ingenious 
authors, ara utterly, at yaidanec with the (^ts.T;;rEi’. 
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KDITOR’S PORTFOLIO; 

OR- 

NAVAL ANl) MILITARY REGISTER. 


Affairs at Home and Abb'dad. 
— Tile Secft»iid ilk$ading of the Re- 
form Bill has carried^ as ex- 
pected, in the Jlpuse of Commons,* 
hy a coiisideraliie • majority. • Tlas 
Bill has since gone into Committee, 
where its progress, having been 
precipitated so far, from the incon- 
sistency of its details, and the close 
scrutiny of its opponents, is but 
6iiail-])aced. Were it not fur the 
check its iiitrodnctiun lias caused to 
the public atid private transactions 
and trade of the country, wV are 
persuaded tliat the first im]iatiencc 
and overcharged exjicetations re- 
garding the success and benefits of 
this measure, would have subskied 
in comparative ii^ilfereiice and dis- 
appointment amongst those classes 
by U'hoin its principle has been ho- 
nestly advocated. To a. pertain ex- 
tent, ahicli has been the result of 
delay ; but {he stagnation of busi- 
ness, and the iinliealthy excitement 
of personal and public feeling con- 
sequent oil its agitation, render it 
desirable that a question so fraught 
witli ])resent evil, uinl so doubtful 
as to future good, should be dis- 
posed of. • 

111 Fbangr, the usual popular 
disturbances have taken jilace dur- 
ing the pa*.ft month. The King has 
(i|>ened the newly-elected Parlia- 
ment with a strong’* Speech — the 
most remarkable features of which 
areihe announcement that the Bel- 
gian Fortresses constructed to nie- 
nacc France were to be dismantled,' 
and that the Tri-cnlour Flag waved 
under , the wall} of Lisbon ! These 
declarations have nai^prally erSated 
much interest and discussion in 
U. S. JouRH* No. ^3, Auoust ifel* 


England. The Duke of Welling- 
ton, under whose direction the fron- 
tier Fortresses in question had been 
put into a state of defence, to pro- 
vide against the probable 
shits of France, at an expense of 
2,000,000/. sterling to this country, 
spoke warmly» in the Hqpse of 
Lords, on the impolicy and injustice 
of dismantling those safeguards^ net 
only of Belgium, but of Northern 
Knrope, against the restless ambi- 
tion of France. 1 1 is Grace also 
commented indignantly upon our 
abaneftmment of Portugal to the 
attacks of the same over-beariilg ^ 
power — attacks made upon grouin^s 
so frivolous and far-strained. 

A*couple of Freiichineii, resident 
in Lisbon, having olieiided against 
the laws of Portugal, were tried 
and sentenced by those Jaws;~ 
upon which a French squadron is 
dispatched to the Tagus, which, 
after committing various acts of 
])otty piracy upon the Portuguese 
shipping in the olHng— enters^ the 
Tagus with a flourish of the Un- 
coloured Flag, and kidifiqis the half- 
dozen ill-equipped cfaft— -called. tlie 
I^ortugue^ h'lect, receiving, there- 
upon, tlio submission ,of our pros-* 
trate Ally. 

* Prince* Leopold ef Saxe-Coboiirg 
has been fornialTy inaugurated at 
Btlissels as«King of BELGiUM-r4>y 
tKc title of Leopold I. His acces- 
sion has*been greeted with present 
acclamafion. ^The deinonstratiotis^* 
however, on the part of Holland' 
evince dissatisfaction, and threaten, 
war. 

PoLANp.-*-Since the death of 
Cdiint and the assump- 

2 0 
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ti^n^of the eommaiid of the Russian 
nr^ Cofint Paskewitschj no* 
think <iedsiYe has occurred lieturecn' 
the win armies. The Polisth Com* 
ixiandei^ having marched upon 8ied* 
lec aihd, tiublin^ to annihilate Gen. 

' Rudiger^ critically posted on the 
Wieperz^ failed, and was compelled 
•to retreat, owing, as it was st|ited, 
to the treachery of a Polislugeueral, 
who declined to co-operalo— and a 
general cry of treason for some time 
pervaded and disturbed tlio army 
and Warsaw. 

Gens. Gielgud and Chlapowski, 
who hyd been tlirown into Lithua- 
nia wi^ a considerable force, which, 
it was stated, bad been subsequent- 
ly augmented' by the accession of 
insurgents to 40,(KK) men, were 
driven into Prussia^ with a dimi- 
nished force rated only at 2000 men, 
and twelve guns ; tins body !s said 
• til have been disarmed by the Prus- 
^an authorities. Gen. Gielgud had 
been assassinated by one of his own 
oflicers, who then fled. Prussia, it 
is farther stated, has openly declar- 
ed Jtself as not neutral, but, from 
cwcumstaiiccs, nierely inactive in 
this war. 

The main Russian army, 00,000 
strong, under the Field Marshal 
Count Paskewitscli, has concentrat- 
ed at Plock and Vieszawy, whore it 
is stated to have thrown bridges 
over the Vjiftula, and to have cross- 
ed in force fo the other baulr, 
with a vie\’t;^of attackiri^ Warsaw 
from th&t sicle. The Generalissimo 
Skrzyneoki uas warned the capital 
of its critical situ^ioii, and having 
assembled a strong thonglr inferior 
foro^' near Modiin, observes the 
Russians# The drama appears drailir* 
loff to its close. 

TjjlEUTEnANCY OP TUB ToWBR. — 
Tae Earl of Munster, at the homina* 

, tioh of His Grace the Duke of \VeI- 
upgton, Constable of .tb# Tower, has 
bOen appointed by His Miyestyi Liau«# 
tenra$ of tiliat fortress^ , hd ^ room of 
4ie J% Q|Mi> Loilsig# 


AirjD MinmRirf I^brahy 
ANp MosBjUM^^ln out last'iNumbOr 
we gavQ a full (MoilroLthe prqpe^* 
ings which took place mt the Ueaeral' 
Meeting, convened for the purpose of 
orgariijmg^thiR desirable Institution. 
The Comtiutteo, thek ai>pointed,,haye 
met /requeiftly duria^^ tho past .month, 
and are now on .the eve of publishing, 
fdr^nq^aL distribution, an Address to 
tho .Navy and Arm;^, on the emioeptr 
advantages wfiich «w]li accrue from* it 
to the iTnited Service, together with a 
*list of its present Members, (already 
shnoiAiting»tq n(<arly one thouBand^}' 
and Pi^sentations to the Library, Mil- 
scum and Model Rooms, which, con- 
sidering the iinified space of time that 
has elapsed since the issue of the. 
first Oircular, arc considernble ; amolig. 
others, we may mention the munificeat 
donation of Messrs. C'olburii and Bentt 
ley, of 5270 volumes. We have also 
reason to hope, that the (Jommitteo -wUl 
<*it iliA sanK) time bo enabled to. an- 
nounce their thaving obtained the loan 
of a building fur the temporary deposit 
of contributions. Wo may, tho^fore, 
now fairly congratulate^ tho Services 
on the certainty of their shortly pds- 
• sessiug a Profesaimal •Institution . in. 
the metropolis of their country, a desi' 
derat urn of h>ng standing. 

Royal Naval School.— Wo bad. 
prepared a full detail of the pfoceed- 
ings at the third General Meeting lOf 
ofllcers of the Royal Navy and Ma^ 
rines, which took place on tho llih 
ult. to consider the best meone of pro- 
mpting the Establishment of the Royal 
Naval School. W'ant of space, how- 
ever, precludes their Insertion, and wo 
n/ihst content ourselves by stating, 4hat 
althuiigh^a little difference of opinion 
has been manifested in some of^ its 
minor arrangements, tho Institution 
progresses favimrably. The splendid 
donation from tlie Rev. Pr. Boll 6f 
10,000/. 3 per cent. Bank annuities, 
has been accepted subject to the terms 
specified by tho donor. At the sug» 
gestion of Vice-Admiral Lambert, an 
addition of fifteen members has been 
cnade to the Council of Administra^ 
tion ; Lieut. Charles Brand, R.N. has 
been appointed Secretary; and io cou-« 
sequciice of a difficulty having arisen 
with the bonhurs to .receive, -aiiiaU 
aU the Navy liitd Mmritte 
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licrtidbn'lifa^e nridertiikdtr'to 
r«0^li Trdm'tleir cticnts find Ofthers, 
|dense to siibsi*Ttbe, 
imd will from winm to time account 
fbr the liame to the Secretary. ■ 

PARSl£NrAT10N/)F StK.V]«R jtvrTtH 

Drums to thk ?st J^ife Guards — 
In our June Nujriber, we*f*Hve a«de- 
. tailed account of tlie*(n'esenttitioii of a 

of silver kettle-drinns to j-he^JriTl 
Mfe Guardsf and i^verte^l to His Ma- 
jtety's gracious intt^ntion of c-miftM*- 
rin^ a similar honour on tlu: 1st Life 
Guards ; this cerfiuony accordinjrl}^ ' 
t<>4»k |ilace at WiiAlsor oi\ the ‘A3vd nil. 
The ciriims were in every resuhet ni- 
inilar to tliose presented <m tiie pre- 
vious occasion. 'Phis eertMuony to<ik 
place in the Little Park, whicli, uith 
the New Terrace, was crowded with 
spectators of tlie first rank and re- 
spectability. A ^uanl of honour form- 
ed: of n troop of the Il<»yal Horse 
Guards Blue, and of the Nt Ue^iiuent 
of Life Guards, escorted I Pis Majesty 
to the ground, 'fiie lving*wore a iield- 
marslmrs unifuriii, and was aceoiiipa- 
liiod m his earriajre by the Duke of 
(^Uijnberlaud, the l*riiu»,(vs uf Gspu- 
hriHge and Ouniberlund, anti the 
Prince of Saxt? W'^imar, each in ini- 
Jitary niiifortu. 'Flie next earrijifre 
which followed His Majesty’s, coii- 
tnined the l/ueeii, the Priiujcss Augus- 
ta, the Duchess of (Boucester, anti the 
Ducliess of lyisse lltmiherjjr, and tiie 
third contained the Duchess of Gum- 
l>erland,and Princess Augusta of (/sm- 
brid]^e, the Duchess of Saxe W'eimar 
and two little Princes; five othei-s 
followed, containing the remainder of 
the royal suite. As the King de- 
scended from his carriagt?^ a royal 
salute was given, and the regiments 
formed a square, enclosing the royal 
f*ortcye. His MsijestyKO*! presenting 
the drums ty Ctdoncl f^gon, the com- 
maii^hig olncer, addressed the llegi- 
raent in a very flatleriiig and elo- 
quent speech, of which flte following 
is a summary. 

I need not state to you the 0C4!a- 
sion u|K)n which w'o are assembled, 
wliieh is for the purjiose of presenting • 
ymir regiment with these silver drums. 
The Royal Horse Guards Blue re- 
ceived a like testimony of regard iri)m 
the hands of George tlito Third, and 1 
Rill fvwhre it was liis wieK and biteqtioif 


to have presontdAi rindlwr ' 

respect to both Kegim^iits .of IMa- 
Guiu-ds; but surroundeii as he wa&at. 
that period with' the multi]>licity of' 
State aAuirs> and .engaged as ho was 
w'ith a sanguinary war, it was defeiTed, 
and ultimately forgotten. Circum- 
stances prolnddy of a similar nature 
were the cause of its escaping George 
the hjH'.rth. 

•‘^1 Inline lately presented the 2nd 
Beginicnt of Life Gnard.s a similar 
pair of kcttle-driiins to those alioiit to 
he pre.^enti'd to you, and 1 feel confi- 
dent it is (ujiudly gratifying to the ofH-’ 
ci»rs of this highly distinguished corps, 
to receive this t«fl<eit (»f their Monarch’s 
approhation, as it is for me to hq^ow it. 
x\t all periods, I believe, the. Kings of 
Knglnnd .had (iuards round their per- 
sons, although tlie history of the dis- 
tant ages arc almo.'ot silent «»n tlie sid)- 
ject ; nor have we any eertain iidor.- 
nialion respecting this snhjecttill the 
Jaint's’s. jhit to bring it nearer to 
our own tiine.s, we are aware that 
Cieorg** theSci’Dud had ivuiil,)|> ).|oiint- 
ed Guards for the pri>1ecti<m of hi^ 
person, and it is presumed that thoso' 
Guards were with him in the held at 
»tlic battle, of Dettingen, gaiiietl in fa- 
vour of the t^nemi of llungary; hut 
even of this eiirnm.'«tanee \ery little 
mention i.s made in the history of those 
wars. But we reiiieniher what has 
taken place innnediately under our 
own ohservalion, and proud am I to 
say, that in every place w here yon have 
bad an opportunity of showing your 
eonrugc; in the field, it has been with 
honour and glory to your King aiul 
(anintiy. . 

“ 'Fo > on^ Lord Comhennere, 1 most 
partienlarly. address inv'jtdf, as eom- 
inaiiding this honotirahly amf dNliii- 
gui-sheil regiment. 1 say they ai'e' 
cannuaiuletl hy an oAicer of the most 
distinguished merit*iu your Lordship’s 
person, one who has served his King'> 
an|jl country iTiust successfully and gib'*! 
riously in ^ very quarter of .the worW, 
excepting North Anicribu^ and hut' 
hitel}'' re.turiied^from an honottr.'iblo' * 
and sueccs.«ifi]l epminand in the Rakt' 
Indies. J have noiv hut little more * 
add^ confident as 1 am that shotildi'^ 
circumstances again reuder it^neces* 
siiry for this cuuntr? to be engaged 
in a foreign war, vhe same steady 
o 2 < 





«afl wiiUtM?’ 4'M9i* ^ 
jpUnf witt fae aijiowa again aa mpleiuU 
Mi iia tliiKt w£ich in our late wars so 
damW the ey«g of all Kurope.'* 

• • Bivihjrfgimania afterwaros re-fonn^ 
adtinko liiie> and passed by in slow 
«siid quick time ; aftep which their Ma* 
joalias retired in the satne order they 
came* The ground was kept by a 
party of the 9th Uuioer^ The troops 
were under the immediate eommand 
of Lord Edward Somerset. There ] 
were a great number of general an^ 
other omoers on the ground, among 
whom were Lord Hill, Lord Combei- ^ 
mere. Sir James Kempt, Lord Fit^ 
Hoy Sumeraet^ Sir H'erbert Taylor, 
Sir Andrew Barnard,. Msder*Generai 
WheatleVf Colhnel Clement Hill, Lords 
hVederick and Adolphus Fits-Clareuce, 
&c. 1 

In the evening His M«ijest^ enter- 
tained the officers of the regiment in 
St* George's Hall; upwards of sixty 
eat down to dinner, which cHie^ ccn- 
jaisted of the officers who were at the 
' ihrqsentatien. 

< OovB Naval Establishmewt. — 
The Removal of the Naval Establish- 
inent ifrom Cove, has called forth A very 
strong remonstrance from the citizeiia 
of Cork. The dissatisfaction which 
this measure has created there, will 
be seen by the fbllowing Resolutions, 
Adopted at a numerous and highly re- 
dpe^ble Meeting lately held in that 
Olty, pursuant to Requisition, 

His Worship tlie Mayor in the Chair. 

Resolved— That the removal of the 
Naval l^tatioq from the Cove of Cork, is 
highly unjust au^ impolitic towards Ire- 
land. 

Resol ved-^That in ordef to counter- 
act in Botne measufW the injurious effects 
of AhsenteeisAi, Justice and sound policy 
require that a fair proportion of the f^ib- 
Ifc Rxpetiditure sliouhi take place in Ire- 
land. 

' ; «»9te«dlted— That wlffiq we admit; to 
;W fsUcst extsiRt, the neocMsity of Ve- 
'* treaefattiMiltabd eoemomm we^jamiot hut 
\ 4 £|osw mid negihet 

»wMhhM wu'shoirnkse Irsiaad^ hy the< 
MVliiid ,mno»Blriof' that pii]|liiOf’'JihS!>'Nsval * 


gislauire are evUs .of upfiqub^ 
tude — That treladd mif(»isuimre4% Sqd 
shall continue to suffer^ (mm them s and 
that unless remedied, or c^iu^tiuh^ 'by 
a jut£ aud generous^ eotirm of polM t6- 
wards Ireland, the irhqlntattts fids 
comitry must demand *a revision Vn *t&e 
Act^Gnlmi. • * 

cM lUteolted^That a 'Petition feutided 
on Oie foregeingRestthitunui he piepuUad 
and presented to FarhKmeqt/and thaabwr 
Representatives be ftistruet^ to present, 
.and snppoi t the prayer of the same* j i 

Resolved— That a Cam»i4teq of 
veil be appotntrd to prbp^ietha said Fetj* 
tion, cdusisting of the ioUpwing spntlq* 
men —Mr. J. Moore TrateiSji {qr. Ge- 
rard CaUagiiHii, Mr. William Crawfprji), 
Mr. William Fagan, Mr. Uarthofomew 
Veriing, Sir. Horace Towiiseud, and Mr. 
Rithaid Dowden. 

(bigtied) 

Jospii Garde, Mayor, Chairman.** 

The following just and judicious 
animddvcrbloiib on this subject, qro 
extracted fredn the Cork Conbtitutiun. 

The impolitic removal oftly^Plqg 
and Naval Arbcnal from Cove, 
to A virtual exclubion of the bomf of 
the Irish gentry from nis 
Navy. The post of a itiidf^nlpipan can 
only be obtained, according 
exibting rules of the naval^ bervicei^ by 
the recommeiidation of a capfavn.ln 
command of a vessel of war, or by ^bo 
recommendation of the, Board 
miralty — and the rule in Uii» f^pfct 
is so arranged, that the pronortion^ of 
midshipmen under each o* 1^ 

soecifically settled. If this ruiq ^yd 
ootaiiied twenty years ago, and jth.^e 
Kid been no Rag or squa^on 
Irish stetjon, there would sea: 
an Iribh^entleman in the nati 
time, at leabt belonging to the 
Ireland. AlLjhose opporU 
Bcquaintencesnip, frieiioslqp^ 
eonnection, would be w^n 


the filji 

kMirhIsh hesJben 
•'AllM-tl|gi|ioqi 
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hi^ 'dF 'kpbn^'Ai^ wr^ldi III' b 'tiiMd[Mtf 

il^'']a ^oanfr|i;entlenian ^dftt {>iibllte need and^emergeiicj^-^^ 
L as' to a re- close witli jealoas forecast the avemm 

ijj .> " V.—. frojSj.:it)|e A4iniraJty,— and access^ to ambition and? HmiowIi> 
(^'^‘‘tbat may avai4»it which should be open to oil genedous 


■imtjleaiany tiiVough tlm iuAuence of ^ upon their obstinacy $ and 'seem to 
Member of Parlian^ent, under tBe ns- make no distinction between graeiono- 
Mlutionary 'reform, . tiotivithstuiiding ness in policy, and weakbeBS’;-— 'we 
fBU^te reftniiiua and'buriAetfitions* In would exhort them to endeavour to 
ladittle thiA ftdish for the sen ser- ¥ejbrfn themselves in thih respect-^be* 
vioe^^whioh'has '^eff so many brave fore they advance farther in a politb- 
aiid intelligent oilers to the navy, will ^al reform full of perils, and over ' the 
dhcliUe uItngetK^r--^arent8 willhe do- future Operations of which they will 
tiKved'of'thiii great rct^urce tiicir have as little control, as the Anxious 
Cliildreiii'; and this to<i, when it is even wishes and (fosires of hundreds of 
jiUreday jbecoilie' a matter of touching thousands have over them, and their 
anxiety 'tp; thuysands of fathers, todis- headlong proceeding in removing the 
cover how they may place their sons in Naval Station from Cove." 
a way to earn for tliem^ielves honour- Ow MKVHlnc Air iw SH!PSi*^JSjt- 
ablc bread. Fur our parts we pinitest, tract from a fetter dated //. Af, S* At-- 
thiut we. csiiinot find a shafiow of apology fred^ MiStk May 1B31 — It being *ne- 
for the unfortunate jirocediire which cessary to air the magazine before geC- 
has pibduccd so great a d^gree^of dis- ting in .the powder, we placed tW6 
content throughout the province of stove's in it, ahich M’ere kept horning 
Muh^cr especially. It is the dcstruc- fin* a whole day, then removed, Bira 
“tioh^dly arid absurdly, of one of those the magazine shut up. About tfafce* 
ll^kments^ which strengthened the days after, upon its being re-ope|iP/l> 
YldTcn^of the kingdoms— and which and a party of men sent down to wpi^, 
ewthb hoine tp n|eii's minds with in- in a^short space of time, three of them 
'i^^i^ely a greater influence, than any were hauled up in a state of insen- 
iMsmption whatever upon the ndls of sibility; two wind sails were now put 
^paiii^ent» The Naval Kstablishment down, and after they had remained 
'C<We was always felt to be one of some time, the gunnmr went . down 
'tho^'e generous acts, by means of which with two men, but soon one of them 
. ishajand' shewed her cordial desire to was hauled up senseless, fuid the gun- 
^'elajnd into a partnership in her ner himself just reached the upper- 
(fi 'well as ill ner power. There deck, when he fell down in the sapae 
SB and there was confidence state. There was some difficulty' as 
ibere was a common advan- to the next proceeding, for we cOuld 
'kk'wdllasa common and identi- 
' its consequences ; dor 



Mrauadrqq merely, swenfb the seas 
IVigates which Cruised 
W pri'tish trade ^during 

triui^hant efieCts as 
i^s^.^qiiadron f ' A harsli and un- 
'iii*di:4aur& like this, which has 
^by a sudden effort from the 


Pishcr's watering-engine* ~the suc- 
tion hose of which wai^ pointed out'of 
^the bow-port, and the other into the 
'magazine, nor lipd it been worked 
above four hours, when the air^ w^ 
feund perkily pure, /pka.pse of 









liiitBf %tid t^'lpobopoly of sttlt and 
t9iba^>. Tiie^lei^gy levy one-tenth 
m* 6i(ly !it>un corn nnd vineyards^ but 
C{Vdn^ ^ ibe flocksj throughout the 
isftand t this contribution amounts to 
4(XOOU/. In Vr7S, the population 
a^bd^tea to t26,375: in IBUi, to 
412^357 ; Und at th<» present moment 
it is estimated at 100,000: though 
eoiUehave carried it ub high as 510>)00. 
*ffAf jhibility amoupt to' 6^90, rand thop 
ciei^v and monks to 289^ 1 J^^'agltari 
contiiins 21,000 sOuls; Sassari 12U,0()0 ^ 
Tempio I’O^OOO; Iglvbias 9000; and 
Ossidri 8000. Its rhief mineral product 
W fund, the natural* store of ahicli is 
acetnod inexhaustihlo, dnd the mialitj 
of itb i|F<jn is excellcMit, thoiign this 
metal is so much neglected, that 
the island imports to the value of 
4^,000/.. antiublly for its own conbump> 
tfon. Few sardinms lu* anchor ics are 
iU»W found U}iOii its coa»l. It contains 
316 feud.ii estates, \i filch ar^ in the 
hands of forty-two proprietors;, and 
thebe are independent of thirty-two 
*crl)a ti Iief4. Of its soil not more than 
di^e-fourth part is cultivated. In the 
year its exports amounted to 

1^7^,630/. and its imports to 20i,Pi6/. 
National schools have been estahlibhcd 
ill every parish, and have produced 
very beneficial eifocts on t)ic character 
of the low cr classes. They w ere first 
set on foot ill 1823. In former times 


Mews ; 10th Fdot, Red6r^ ComffalriM, 
from Tralee to Castlebif ; 1 Ith Foot, 
Reserve Conrnanies, frM UosiMJft to 
C'owbridge, Merthyr TiJvil ; 15th Foot 
from Qitfbcc to Montreal ; 19th Foot 
from GrciisKhi to Stj Vincent ; SSidl 
Foot, Keherv,e Companies, from Boyle 
to Tralee; 3tth Foot^ Reserve (k>ra- 
ptMiicji?, from ('hirb Castle to Ba)ljua« 
robe^ tSird Foot fru;n Manchebter to 
Iloydock Lo(h^' (Nc6tunVG0th Foot» 
1st Battalion, fiiini^Gibraltar to Dub« 
}in; (list Foot, Reserve Companies, 
frpm palliiirobe t/>i)oyle; 66tn Foot 
frOm Montreal to Kingston ; ,66th 
Foot, ifesei ve ( 'ompanies, fi om Castle- 
bar to (’lare Castle; 71st Foot, Re- 
serve ('ompanies, fium (jlasgow to 
Perth; 73rd Foot, Reserve Companies, 
from Truro to Devon iiort ; 75th Foot, 
Rcberve Companies, from Chatham to 
Dovoiipurt ; 7Kth Foot, Reberve Coni- 
p.inieb from Perth to Berwick upon 
Tweed j 79th Fi>ot from Kingston to 
York, ripper Caiicidti ; hOtli Foot from 
Portbinouth th Macclesfield and to 
jtbhton under Lino; 8 1st Foot^le- 
berve ('ouipaiaeb, from Poitsinoiuh to 
(fOb|v)rt; 90th Foot from Gosport to 
Portsmouth; 93id Foot, Reserve 
Coinpanieb, from Bri*coiS to Glasgow ; 
9Sth Foot, Reserve ('ompanies, from 
Devonport to Merthyr Xidvil and 
Brecon. •' , 


the island contained twenty-three cpi'^- 
copul sees ; but in the prehciit day, the 
number is reduced to three archbishop- 
ricks and eight bisliopricks. 

(Jhanoks in tuk Stations of 
Corps SINCE. OUR last. — l^t Life 


Guards from llycjo Park to Windsor; 
2fifl Life Guards from W^ndsiUP to 
Regent H ParU; Royal Horse Guards 
fi;om Recent s Park to Hyde Park; 
1st Dragoon Guards from Cahir to 
tliiblin ; 3rd Dragoon (viiards from 
Bristol to Colefurd ami to Dordioster ; 
'fth Dragoon Guards from Glasgow «to 
^ll^nbni'gh ; Gth Dragoon Guards from 
"'TSiimcrick to Cahir; Gth Dragogns from 

S o Longford ^ 7th Hussars from 
tge to BiriUiiigham ; 8th Hua- 
m Itongford to Manchester; 
us8!lr$. 'from . Manchester to 
' ISth Lancele from Dublin 
^''/^whrid|^; iith Light Dragoons 
Jmn Biimiog^am to Glottc^ 17th 
Ifiawcnfrum Limerick to Cork ; (5re- 
pmdier Guards, 2od Battalion, King's 


bTAFF CIIANGEIS AND ALTJSRA. 

TIONS— 1830. 

WINDWARD AND LLEWARO ISLANDS. 

Major K. 11. Bridgemafl, Aide-de- 
Ca;np, resigned 21t]i of Juno 1830, 
and huccoe4cd liy Lieut. Travers, Jl9th 
Foot. 

Lieut. T. R. Travers, AssisUnt- 
Militury-Secretary, and Capt« Crut- 
tenden, Brigade-Majnr; thefr appoint- 
ments discontinued from 2ltn of ^nne 
1830. 

(Japt. MuUon, Fort- Adjutant, ap- 
pointment ceased on 14th of ApnL 
and succeeded by Lieut* WlUon, 93ru 
Foot. 

Charles IToyland, Apothecary^ died 
16th November 1830, at Barbadgdl* 

WBSTBRlr QOAST OF APRiaA„ v 

Barjmok-Master Chr&tophev JLpiwh# 
died of a fever 1 1).h of Nov!eiidier<lteQt 

® , KBW SOUTH WALSS. 

Deputy-Inspector of Hospitals, 



NAVAU^jy^jptMli^lTA^Y JetfiGISTKR. 


for India lAth 

i£ii«)[un\iaiyil83<I. . .' 

.»f . ‘ *1 MALTA. 

;<,£SMttiui;id sArkel, Apothecary to the 
FAKTceti removed irom the Staff in 
Morch 18S0. , « ^ 

..fv,;* ^JAMAICA. 


‘^'Hdnry' Bai^rihrd JBorman, Aftothe- 
i^tiy 'to th'e iTorcee, died ^.!itg Fe* 
bfiihty having iVactared iiU^kull 
H^'fAlling friim ^^ig. •* 

IONIAN ISLANDS. 

T- A* TiUnt, Suh-Inspector.cff 
Ionian Aiilitiu^ ipxc^iangcd with C'al|)t. 
Cjf4iliurst astli Foot, ^JOth of October 

) t Lieut.-Culoael George llaitt, struck 
pff the Stivff 29th of June 1830. 

. Lieut.-Colouel Lord Charles Fitz- 
i^y. Inspector of Militia, struck off the 
Stuff. 2 1th of Juno 1K30. 

. pipt. C. F. Finnucane, Sub-1 n- 
Bportor of Militia, struck off the Staff 
21tl^ of June LH30. • • 

(Jaut. II. H. ColtImr»t,' Sub-Iuspec- 
toim>f Militia, struck off the Staff ^ith 
.pf J?kl(? 1830. 

^ Cupt. JI. J. French^ Deputy- As- 
.^st.-Quarter-Mustin'-Gcnemk struck 
o^ the Staff Itt].^of June 1830. « 

,w.,^f)sep]|. Trigance, Assistaiit-Staff- 
'.^rgeou^ embarked for Gibraltar iCth 
July 18,3(/. • 

Li6ut.-Colonel Janies Itussell, De- 
puty-Judge^ Advocate, resigned 1st of 
i^eptcinber 1830. 

t)k' TJiomas \l'’ahab, Assistant-Sur- 
geon to the Forces, promoted to be 
Surgeon of the 37th Foot, 19th of No- 
•vhH&er 1830. 

•. . HONDURAS. , 

***' Brigade-Major (’harlesi^chaw, a|>- 
H^i^intment reduced 2ith of June 1830.. 
.1. CEYLON. 

-Murtagb, Hospital- Assistant,, 
nmnu^d ta Assistant-Surgeon 6t]i 
Foot, S9th of August 1830. 

^fpidpJin Leethead, Hospital-Assistant, 
ipnAttiTked for England 2Tth of April 

Duncan M^Dearmod, Staff-Surgeon, 
l^nepiMided to England in March 1830. 

•>dekSAT BRITAIN AND IRBLAND. 

. John Holt, h^f-pay, 

.dmntdMod) 'Gonnauffht Disuict, re- 
v<i|gA0A46th-Decemffhr 1830. 

Amiit^CominiB.»Gen. Jam^ Gold- 


risk, Western District, discppitlnued 
on the Staff S-ith of March 1830.. 

Assist.-Commis.-Geif. T(iomas*Gol« 
stoii Smith. U^estern District, discon- 
tinued on the. Staff 2Uh of March 1830, 
Lieut.-Colunel U. O. Bioke, Qlun- 
ster District,) appointed Dep>Q^^^** 
JVIaster-Oeneral yi Nova Spotia. 

Brevet Lieut.-Colonel tV. Beres-, 
ford, from .the Staff in Nova Scotia, 
•to 1)0 J’ermanent-Assistant-Quartpr- 
Mpster-General in Ireland, vfee Lieut.-^ 
Colonel II.. G. Broke. 

^ Assist.-Commis.-Gen. Denzal Ibhet- 
son, and Assistant-Storekeeper A* G. 
Buwdler. Southern District, ajmoint- 
nieiits discontinued 24th of March 
1830, 

Major-Gen . .lohn Giirdinerfappolnt« 
ed Dcputy-Adjuuint-Ciener^ to the 
Forres, 13th Dereniher 1830. 

Major-Gen. William Thornton, C.B. 
removed from the Staff uf li'eJand to 
that of Great Britain, i8tli of August 
1830. • 

A^ist.-Quaiv-Mo'^t.-Geu. Sir Guy 
Campbell, appointed Deputy-Quarter^ 
Master-General to the Forces in Ire- 
land, 4t.h of August 1H,30. * 

^Sbi&t.-Adjt.-Gen. William George 
Moore, remove<l from the Staff of Ire- 
laud to that of the Mediterranean, 
18th of August 1830, 

Loi*d W^illsrourt, Aide-de-Camp, 
removed from the Staff of Ulster Di*s- 
trict, by tlie appointment of Major- 
Gen. Thornton to the Staff of Great 
Britain, 18th of Aiigtist 1830. 

Miijor-Gen. J. Daibiac, and his 
Aide-de-C'(inip Arthur Sullivan, re- 
moved from the Staff of Ireland to 
tliat of England, 1 itli August 1830. 

Brigade-Major Jl*C. Smith, Eastern 
District^lrclaiid, appcyntinent reduced 
2tth March 1830. • 

Assist, ('ommis. William Gumming, 
Eastern District, Ireland, appointment 
reduced 24th March 1 830. 

Surgeon to the Forces (North Bri- 
« jhiii) WiHinin Muuro, removed from 
the North Britisii District, 5t1i Octo- 
ber 1830. • 

Lieut.-Gei;^ the Hon. Sir R. V. 
O'Oaliaghan, K. C. B. commanding 
the Forces, Korth Britain^ aacceedea 
by Major-Gen.. Hon. P. Stuart, Sept. 
1830. 

Lieut. Hon. A. Calhcart, Aide- 
de-Camp to Major-Gen. Hoi^. P.« 
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S^ufirt^fSacceeded by M^jor P. ISA* 
wards. 

Ilriisade-Major^ Major John Scott 
IfiodfMiib (North Britain) appointment 
diSQOntiniJM March 1830. 

^aff Surgeon Samuel Hill, M.D. 
South West District (England) died 
31st October 1880. r 

Liei|t.-('olonel T. N. Harris, Major 
of Brigade, South West District 
(England) impointed Deputy Adjutant 
General in Canada, 22nd July 1830. 


ARR1V*ALS, SAILINGS, AND IN- 
CIDENTS IN THE^ FLEET. 

Porfrmote/b.— June 30th. Sailed the 
Briton, ^ Gapt. Markland, C.B. for 
Lisbon. 

Jnly 7th. Sailed from Spithead, the 
fleet under the ntmmand of Sir Edward 
Codrington, consisting of the Caledonia, 
12d, Capt. E. Curzon (jyith the flag of 
the Vice Admiral) ; Prince Kegent, 120, 
Ctfpt. Deans Dundas (with the fleg of 
Hoar-Admiral Parker); Asia, 84, Cnpt. 
Hyde Paricer ; Tj;)avera, 74, Capt. Colby; 
Donegal, 78, Capt. Hick: Revenge, 78, 
Caj^t. Hillyar, C 11. ; Wellesley, 74, Capt. 
Howley; Alfred, 50, Capt. Maiiiisvil « 
Barham, 50, Capt. Hugh Pigot ; Cura 9 oa, 
20, Capt. Dunn; and Pearl, 20, Com- 
mander Broughton ; the Volage, Capt. 
liOrd Colchester, bailed on the same day 
for South America. 

July I5eh. Sailed the Charybdis, gun- 
brig, to join the Mpitulron. 

July lOth. Arrived the Merwy, 28, 
Capt. Courtenay, in forty-four days from 
Tampico, niid tnenty-boven days from the 
Havannah. 


July 10th. SaiMth«rDoncgia,hMfng 
eflbcftM her repairs, to rejtiinhhe Sipuidi^nifr < 
July 21st. Arrived 1 titf* Alfred,# * 
Capt. Robert Mansell, frosa the equedisin 
under Sir E. Codringtem, which she left 
off the liiflard^to repair per defect! vf a udb 
der-head. « . 

Remain in • Hamoaze — Foudrowiit, 
Dublin* Pylades, Ar^chne, Beagle, Roy- 
alist, ^^Piper, Plover packet, and Eriua 
steamer. * ’ 

In tlie 8ouiul<^Stra\hficldsay cuarict 
shin. • > 

, In Bam PooI—AIfr^. 

At the Iblaniix Diligence revenneciitter. 
Fotetffn . — '■rke Favorite, 18, Com- 
mander Barrison, arrived at Sierra licoiiv 
on the 25tb of Apcil, from tlie Gambiu* 
The Southampton arrivcHl at Madras from 
Trincomalee, the 8th of Fehniary, and 
sailed the 12th for the Mime place. The 
Success and C'rocodile saileil from Madras 
on a cmise the 2ibt of February. The 
Algerine arriveil at Buenos Ayres frf»m 
Rio and Monte Video the 12th of ALurh, 
and Renard from Falmouth the HOth of 
Alaruh. The Ranger, Rose, and Falcon, 
Sidled from Ilalihix on a cruise, and Ty- 
rian fur Bermuda, the 5th of Juno, 
('oriieha from Halifax, aitd Uaniiet irom 
Bcrmioda, arrived at Newfoundland, tlte 
flth of .Tune. The Eden arrived at Rhi 
Janeiro from Coquimlu/the *l7th of April. 
The Calypso sidled from Rio for Bueiies 
Ayms tile IGtli of April, and Undininteil 
lor Cape of Gotd Hope the 17t^* uf April. 

The St. Vincent, 120, Capt. SeiiHoiisu, 
with the flag of Vire-Admiral^Ilon. Sir U- 
llotliam, arrived at Gibraltar, from Spit« 
head, on the 4th of June. The Belvidera 
sailed irom Malta, on the 23rd of May, 
for Coiutautinople. 


July 2:h‘d. Arrived the Harpy, cutter, 
having left the fl(M*t^under the eunimand 
of Sir Edward Codrington the day pre- 
viohs. « * . 

At Spithdad— Samarang. 

Ifl Harbour— Spartiate, Royid Qeoigu, 
Winchester, Rattlesnake, Imegene, Mer- 
sey, Tweed, Victor, Liaoning. 

Jiine 30th, sailed the Pal- 
las, 42, tSapt. Manly Dixon, fa* tho Wed£ 
India Station- 

My 0^ SaiM the Stag, Cippt. Sir 
T^jUibaa Troubridge, Bart, to join the 
sqmron, firom pithead. ** 

July Iflth. Tlie Donegal, 7^» Capt. 
Jd^Diek, camf^into Sound to riH 


PRIZE MONEV. 
pnirrs ADv/Htfsru ion pavminf 

LONDON OA/1 FTfS, AS llLPORirD TO TIlC 
TlliAbVIlER OV TUB NAVY,' DOWN TO TUB 
r 18lII OP JUNE 1831. , 



xetto. 


Oeoige-etreet, Westminster. ‘ D 

« Ditto, for Quattro Fratelli, capt. 18^ 
March 1824.— Pay 7th July 1831 i-Aifo. 
Tbomaa Stilwell and SaD% 22, AntndeU 
street, Stmod. * 

Clinker, for Emelia, capt. 31st' Out 
1820.— Pay 25di April 1881.— ilwte-Wll. 
liam IloAies, 3* Lg^’swnn, StMoicU * 
IRtto, for Aitamira, oafiti ll7tk'IManill> 
1830— Bay 25th April I831.-Agt. ditto. 





%^lDb^ibirtrv eapt.' '4tti 'S6pt. 
1807.WP^ '2Mt Jtthc 1831 ;— A‘gt.' J'dhn 
CMpMdate, 1v, John-Mreet, Adelphi. 

Fmksh Privateer, (name un- 
kfidWii,) capt. 18th Jahuary 1810 — ^Pay 
2]ht Alay 1831 — Agt> Matt^tirfCing, 37, 
Essex-street, l^rafid. 

Hyperifin, for JSeiznreti, Vrapt. 4)^ween 
Ist Jdn. and Olfft Pec. 1830.— Pay 24th 
May 1831. — Agt. Clmrles <31eni^nttAip,*8, 
Adriphi Teigace. * 

Nahid, for Quattiyi'FrdtelH, capt. 18th 
Maroh, 1824. — Pay 7th July 1831. — Agts. 
Thomas Stilwell and Sons, 22, AniiideU 
street, Strand . • , • ) 

Naiad, fiir Muni, capt. 23rd F^b 1825. 
— ^'Pay 7ti» July 1831 — Agts. Thomas 
Stilwell and Sons, . 22, Aruudel-street, 
Strand. 

Primrose, for Ze^erina, capt. I4th 
Sept. 1828.— Pay 28th April 1831.— Agts. 
ditto. 

Ditto, for Maria de la CJonception, capt. 
24th March 1830.- Pay 28th April 1831. 
— Agts. ditt<}. 

Ditto, tV»r Veloz Passageta, 7th 

Sept. 1830.— Pay 7th July 1831. — Agts. 
ditto. 

iTi^pper, for I^reto, alias Coniucro, 
eapt. 12th May 1830. — Pay Ist June 
1831.— Agt. J, Woodhead, 1, Jihnes. 
street, Adelphi. ^ . 

Diuo, for Minerva de Conccicao, capt. 
I7th Oot. 1828,— Pay 17th June 1831.— 
Agts. Fvan^ and Kyton, 7i Northiimber- 
land-stj^ect, Strand. * 

Kevenge, for Muni, capt. 23rd Feb. 
1823. — Pay *lth July 1831.— Agts. T. 
Stilwell and Sous, 22, Aruudel-street, 
Strand. 

ViiStor, for Emelio, capt. 11th June 
1830— Pay 28th April 1831 — Agt. 
W. H. B, Barwis, 1, New Boswell-court. 

.Ditto, for Las Damas Argentinas, capt. 
6th Sept. 1828.^Pay 12tli July 1831.*— 
Agt. Frederick Goode, 13, SAarey* street, 
Striiiid. 


OF PAELIAMENTABY 
Pjl^CEEDINGS CONNECTED 
WfTH THE NAVY AND ARMY. 

'l^ousic.OF CoMMoya, Juxx 27* 
Or^fykmm Mr. Tennysom 

said t^t he expected no opposition to the 
granta^they being in fact merely the 
Gompleinfiiillt of the year, which had not 
been provided for, owini^totlie late disso- 
lution otPariiameiit. • 


The sevenir estimates ‘ wOrd' then^/;^t 
and agreed to seriatim, « ^ i / 

Air. Hume inquired whether tllh regm* 
lation. with respect to the filling up of 
vacancies in the Ordnance Office, by ap^*^ 
pointing half-pay officers, had been ad- 
hered to. , ♦ 

Air. Tennyson sqid the legulation waa 
rigidly adhered tOw 

JVacjf Ealimaies, — Sir J». G^am 
movAd that 32,000 men be emplpy^,. ii| ^ 
Ihe sea Service of llis Alajdsty for the 
next thirteen lunar months. 

, Sir G. Clerk remarked, that tiiough 
the nurnlier of seamen was nominally the 
same, there was practically a gllfeAt in-' 
crease in the naval force of the country 
this year. Up to February last the Na- 
val Department was charged with the 
care of the Revenub in the counties of . 
Kent and Sussex, and 2,700 men were 
employed in that services but since that, 
time^all that duty had been transferred Cq \ 
the Board of Customs. 

Sir J. Graham* said, that since he had. 
come intil office, ho had borne off nearly > 
1000 'fticn more than his predcoesBU(]^,t> 
The Britannia, which was a first-ra^ti 
and a 74-gun ship, were now on theigt, 
return from the Mediterranean, and us ■ 
soon as they arrived at Sjiithe^, tUeir > 
crews would be paid off. 

Mr. Ijeadcr complained tliat though so., 
much of the money devoted to naval pur- 
poses was raised from Ireland, there was 
not a single naval station in that country, 
nor a single farthing expended fur 
naval purposes, lie knew that the next 
grant was a million of money fur the 
20,000 soldiers which w'cre maintained in 
Ireland. He likewise knew that since 
the countries hud been united, 93,000,000/. 
had been expended on the milita^ service 
in that country. He widlied, however, 
that the maritime ctbinection between 
England asid Ireland should be greater 
than it wawat present, aifil he hoped th^ 
Government would take 4hat point, into 
oonsidertttion before the next time thepe .•( 
batinmtes wdre subqutted to Fvliameng. 

The grant was then agreed to. 

On the. vote of 49,209/. 2^. . 

cqiningent eiljienses of the Navy-bffii^'* ' ^ , 

Mr. Hi^e asked the Chanewqr.^f tjbo 
Excliequer whether he watf prooe^W.c^., , 
tlie plan wbich l\|fd lieqn pr^^Mta t^^^, . 
for consolidating the Navy^.i^de. Midi tll^ 
Navy*piw office 

The Chancellor'^ the iSich^uer said 
that Government was Aping liSl itjOgiUd tft 
effect that object, butttVequired tnne.^ ^ r 

The vote was Hieii agMe4>,f<>> 



v^muyAhi i/MWwa 


ol'BK^OOOi* 
tbe cbeirige of timber for the 

year 1(131, 

. o'Aldr*, Heme ohaerved that thva was an 
Immense sum for such materials, especially 
'iioie when we were stopping the 
fauilfling of ships. He was aware that It 
would be' defended on the necessity of 
laying in- a good stock of timber} hut 
thcM it ought not to be forgotten that a 
stoee^of timber wae a perishable slore^ 
He would ^take that opportunity to put a 
question to his Tight honourable friend 
iip^it^. It had- been stateil that the« 
iSkhit w^ioh was now assembled at Spit* 
head fbr nautical evohitioiis, was likely to 
be detained there on aooqunt of a oourt- 
niartial. - Now he thought tlutt there 
muat beek stilBcieiit number of pendants 
III the -harlmur to make a court-martial 
without taking the officers of this fleet ; 
or df not, he thought that the court-mar- 
tial- might as well wait till the return of 
that fleet. 

Gnihaan assured his honourable 
friend aliat the fleet was not detained at 
Spithead for the eourt-inartial, btit for 
• o^r reasons, one of which was, that the 
fleet was ndt sufficiently manned. 
f fMr/*Biime asked why should there be 
any difficulty in manning His Majesty's 
fldet with able seamen at a time when so 
many of them were starving at our differ- 
titi ^rts? He would give his right ho- 
IfeuTablo friend the reason why. The 
men were adverse to the system of arbi- 
trary piiiiisiiments without courts-martial, 
to wlncli they were subjected in His Ma- 
jesty's fleet. There was no check over 
die- arid tniry spirit of some of our naval 
comiiianders,' save that of a report of the 
ptmiflhment, which they were ordered to 
moke to the Admiralty. If this system 
were* not altered, we should not be able to 
sqaa the fleet even* in time of iieace, with* 
mit- 'having recourse to impressment, 
which heswimm always condemn as an 
im^Shglish praitice. 

3. Omam .should be sorry to havq 
tO’tdiiimss «o hnpt)rt|«it a subject as the 
propriety of ooiporal puniriimenta in the 
nao’y oh an occasion like^tfae present, 
^ete WM nothing more niciimbent on 
the-Goveriniieiia than to- make ^le King's 
Mvhieeaaagvicflslrle to the seamen of the 
^duntvy M possible; anH he coujd assure 
this* eMmittee that no, effort had been 
wdQtiug on ^6 part. of himself and his- 
eoHi^aes;*i-a^v wfleffd, he waa* bound In 
justice to add, on the pert of hit prede- 
cessors in office — ^td effiset that object.- 
Tli|e^8M|pnHdris«he')ate'la^ of the'Ad* 


miralty took) on :|he -bst xwfiniiig swliieh 
they ejMnt in office was tlm isjming.ofiiis 
regulation which went to/plare. a 9Mf9 
vigilant contrel over tlie ofrpoipl punMo - 
meats inflicted by the captains* of .nia 
Majesty's*^ veiseh., It- was ta regulatMiAi 
well digested and carefi^y drawn up, ami 
it reqiidred tldiit every epptain should, in 
his report of puiiishinentK, not only ata^ 
thd ptiiusUmont inflicted, but also 
evidence taken to pro|e the.offeitce for 
whidi i| was ir!flictq|i* , He had oacried 
that regnliitimi one -step faitUer; for tip 
kad ostahlisbed a boarj^ of six persons at 
tlij Admirals, who reviewed, these r^ 
ports evfvy {oitnight* The effect of it 
was, that every, ojficer felt his respon- 
sibility increased, when he knew that his 
judgment on his men must undergo an 
instant revision at the Admiralty. The 
regulations adopted by the Admiralty) he 
tnisted, would have the effect of reuder- 
ing it unnecessary to resort to impress- 
ments, and would also ]>revent the abuse 
of the power of inflicting corporal pun- 
ishment. * 

Sir (>. Clerk ^expressed his satisfaction 
at hearing that the First Lord of thi^d- 
miralty recogiiiaed the principle gf^m- 
pressment, wliiiJi tliose who ivcTe now at 
the Read of His Majesty's (iovernment 
had lieretofore dispute^l. 

Mr> Hume hoped that luinistcrs would 
carefully look to the distribution of sea- 
men as well as to the amoqiit. If the 
House was now called upon tp sanc- 
tion' a vote for 20,00(1 seamen, it was tO 
be expected that they wquld be kept 
through during the year, and not dismiss- 
ed at tlic expiration of two or three 
montliH, just when Government bad in- 
curred the ex])ense and been at the trou^ 
bio of training them for the service* f 

Mr. Croker entirely dissented from thfi 
principle on which the estimates 4 iow 
presented rAsre founded, in so far as they 
differed from the system adopted hithwiii. 
A worse mode of proceeding than tintt at 
present acted on could' haimy have* been 
suggested ; and he anticipated^ that many 
ef the right honourable Baronet'a ar- 
rangements would prove a total failure 
before the expiration of a single year« 
TJiere was one curcumstaiice, M^ever, 
to which he should think it neoessfUy-to 
adten— he alluded to an order issued^laic 
year. from, the Admiralty, setting Ihfth 
that certain naval officem 
received at His Majesty's Cof^- 'Mfd 
could .not undertake ua- affirm^^duia.s^ 
order ted oeoasielted rni unpleasantAnig 
aoiongsl the parties to eoatemiM#; but 





be ML 'dfttibt' that ' the Ifoifde 
tchijea wirtihi vW with counderuble jea^ 
prti^oedin^ which eould even by 
n^pNeation ha^e tfie eifinn; at' casting a 
feAwtIou on the naval service, or any pj»r- 
Vhm' dfit. The elmuxioiis Kirder, more- 
(Wofy had lieeuds^ed by a military autho- 
rity, the Secretajly to the l^ird Higli Ad- 
inliml, who had no* Hglit whatever to 
ag'ogate to himself any such,potler*BS 
that which (le pro^ssed to exercise. 

J. Graham riuiliect^ that with re- 
spect to the' order of the Hoard^ of Ad- 
iliSralty, he conceited that the right 
notirahle gentleman Imd hin^lf iiiKwei^ 
his own ^jjection, by stating thj^t it was 
a military Order only, and if sudi, it was 
of roiirw! binding on fiiU pay officers alone, 
over whom the authority t!ms exercised 
(dedriy existed. 

■•J\Jr. Croker wished to know whether 
the right honourable Jhirouet meant to 
centend that it was fair to forhiJ an offi- 
cer bn rull*]»ay from attending at Court, 
while tJms*; on hjilf-pay weiv to he^ per- 
initted, even altiiougli lift* Aifniiralty 
might have taken c;jgui7.^nce of ill-con- 
dlK^oa the part of idficers so excepted. 
Noo^cer could attend a licvec without 
purmissioii from the Ihiurd of Admiralty 
conveyed through his CA')iiimaiiding officer. 
Now, the M‘us4*j of ^lie Board might havo^ 
been expressed as usual lo olficers on fiill- 
liay^ through their commanding officer, 
wdiercias in ,the present instance the me- 
dium pf communication wiis the Navy 
hast, which was e<iually addressed to the 
ha-k'-pay in ctynmoii with the rest of the 
iMwy service. 

’■•Sir J. (iraluiin said, that the error no- 
tie«d‘hy the right lionoorahle g«;iith*nian, 
ifi-one--at all, which lie would not admit, 
merely .related to a lamit of order, but 
bdtwM pretNired to defend the propriety 
lift she logulntiuii. It luul been genenilly 
<|hibl'V6«l,^ but of course cwiilTbouly bind 
thnan*-ever whom the Bixird had control. 
ji:lifi*Gtoker observed, that the principle 
aC^^iSB'V&s of importance, and he should 
piubnldy'Ceffi it his duty to make a uio- 
Udh question, whetlier the BtKird 

offidIdMiniUy had» pfiwer over lialf-ja*y 
oflDsys'f imt would be happy first to hear 
right honourable Baronet, wh^ 
tilerilMMnis prepared to coiktend that it 

ilidffir. Jy 'Graham said^ he should state lu« 
pBiUlmniiti oib the subjeist when the right 
(>piitl«maa brought ibrward 
liidiiiib«iomo '>(La^hter4' ► • 

i<i||rri assuredvidMi xignt^ihonoar- 

elilis.||M|at#ithat .thatte«Mi}Ni'weuld not 
Mnifjtni ivpfi^ted lus question, whether 


ventum to assert that ilie Ad- 
miralty Board had power oi^er half*pay 
officers. 

The vote was then agreed u/ amidst 
much laughter. 

On the vote for 88,500f. to defray 
tlie expense of passing convicts to New 
South Wales for the year 1831,*’ 

fiJr. Hume hoped that Government 
ooiitempluted some arrangement which 
.would di.minish the expense of tranaporU 
ing convicts, and also animadverted on 
the extravagance of supporting a sqiia- 
«dron on the coast of Africa, for the por^ 
pose of putting down the sluvp trade, 
when it was notorious, that at no former 
period had its ^iperatioii lieen more per- 
nicious than at this very moment* It 
was evident, tlierafore, that tliisasquailron 
wtis inefficut‘.ious fur the oltject to whidi it 
was destined ; but he rather recommended 
the nppoiniineiit of a (\>mmittee of In- 
quiry into the Slave-Trade than recom- 
mended its withilrawal. 

Colonel Sibfh^rp consideml the ex- 
pense fof transporting amvicts unwar- 
raiitalAy great, looking to the system 
hitherto in operation, together with the* 
slender financial resources of the country. 

Mr. (broker observed^ that the efficiciffiy 
of our Kqiiadrou on the coast of Africa 
was *111 itself a causo of cruelty to the 
slaves, iiiasiniicli as difficulties being 
thrown in the way of the contrabami 
trade, those who carried it on did so with 
less regaril to the coiuforiublo conveyance 
of tlie slaves than formerly. He was 
satisfied, that iinless all the maritime 
powers were to unite for the suppression 
of the Slave Trade, ami allow a right of 
mutual search, it would bo infinitely better 
for the interests of Inimauity, were we to 
witlidruw our interference. 

Sir J. Graham admiltecf, tliat the ex- 
pense of the establishftient for the sup- 
pression the slave tnul^ was enonvioua, 
and, still drorsc, unavailing; €i>r, so far 
from the trade being check^, ho believed 
jt was increfisiiig. He concurred with 
the right honourable gentleman in say- 
ing, that witlmut a mutual right of 
seo^, everv efiFort to suppress the slave 
taade must ue unsuccessful. The trade 
was uhieily carried on under the fiag of 
France: negotiations wei^ now iiendiag 
with thqt poweiauii the subject, and hr 
misted that she throw no dilBculty 
in the way of the adoption of such a phtn 
as might tend to the efiFectual suppnONUon 
of the l^ve Trade. 

Vote agreed to. 

On til© veto of for 

and pensions o{ medical officeix,” &c. 
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'Xtr, ffutn^ 6x|kvesBed his opfiiMti, tlmt 
tfie $fme was come fpr putting a Atdp to 
bromotioiib in the navy. For a year at 
ought not to promote a single 
nayiu oAioer^ exc^t under peculiar mr- 


6ir James Graham said, if the plan of 
one promotion in thffi*e vacancies had 
heen adopted at the rlote of the war, it 
^Ould have liepii productive of good ef«- 
fdctt^^ Government would strictly adiicfe^ 
io the phrii, but it must be admitted that 
it was necessary not to put a stop to pru*- 
moiacm alltcgether. « 

Afr. jCroker observed, that the great 
AUmber of odloers now in the navy was 
the result of a protracted |var, and tweiiu 
ydara’ unparalleled naval exertion. It 
the system of oue promotion in three 
^Vatekoiet had any fault, it was on the 
side of economy, and sure he was that if 
wd fixed tlie sdale of pnmotion within 
iiar^wer limits, the day would (ome 
when England uould h«ive to rue such 

S sighted economy. Piomotion was 
s<iry to keep up a proper smrit of 
iticm in tlic service. 

• *^Mie other votes iiassed without any 
thaicriat discussion. 

Mnny Sir II. Parnell laid 

'4^ Armv Bstimates on the table, oh« 
.'iorving, that as the present estimate a as 
,^with a single exception) the same as that 
which had been agreed to by the late 
House of Commons, it was unnecessary 
for him to take up any of the time of tho 
eomnUttee by entering into its details. 

Several votes for pay, &c, of offirets 
and men were agreed to. 

Colonel Evans sud, If he had a seat in 
l^rliament on the next uccasiem when 
those estimated should he cHdcaised, he 
would object l;p tho expense of the Mili* 
iaty Asylum, which he thought excessive. 

Air. O'Connell* objected to the mate- 
rials of which t^e Veomanry Chrps of Ire- 
land weru composed, and ddclared that 
they had been viriginally kept on foot for 
party purposes. He did not wish to al; 
lu^ to a late melanclwly affray, in which 
tile yeomanry were engaged. He rs- 
peatM, however, that the Idsh yeomanry 
4at a party force. An idea ensted that 
tha yeoiAanry fbroe wki tiCceiiary to put 
*dewxf aj^them in Ireland. NAvhr was 
%hhra A grttitdr'mUtakig for it wks Iv^ra- ' 
idaii^fSmnjt^t whera a yeonmiiry force 
Witt wpt tm, h also umiM 
up aoopslderable fhrbO Of tho re* 

gnlar troops, to keep dawn ttkol^fSbts of 
llUtodtiteinentWhldithdyeolliaii^ 
vorer faiM to prodttw^ )fH wasnooes- 
h tailHsyy* In ony^yar- 


tlciUar district, let it he ^ the regular 
troops, for thhy'did theft duty, and 
nothing more, fndeed^ it Was a iqattev 
ot surprise that men of t(e nmk in4dh 
of the private soldiers should be fisuntt to 
conduct Aiertselvcs wi^ so mudi pnis 
dence, discretion, and fttrbsanuoe^ as the 
regular troop^ were fcnipd to do dn Icsv 
land, often under the most trying oirowo- 
stahcfU. ^l^hie praise belonged to the rpr 
gular troops, irOm tlw highest to the 
lowest rank. (Heaiv neaa.) This Was 
the general feoHng iu Ireland with no* 
Bpect to them ; * biif p feeling the very 
ro^rte provi^ied with i^potttto the.yco- 
manry fpree. Ho would move an amend* 
ment that the vote be roditeed by the amu 
of 19,000/. the amount far the IiiSh yeo- 
maniy force. 

Afr Stanley contended, that under the 
rirciimsunces in which tlie yeomanry wcie 
called out lost Chn^inas, and at that was 
a force on which tlie Government miglit 
lely for its general disposition to iiphuki 
the lawt, whatet er might be said ot its 
discretihii, it^ would be most injudicious 
and unwite economy to get nd of them 
now, by withdrawing the usual vote. He 
was, therefore, ready to take the afdSe Of 
the Committee on the voce. 

MK O'Connell said lie had no wish 4o 
^embarrass the Govenuner^t, and If an ex- 
pectation were held out that this force 
would not bo continued after a time, he 
would withdraw his amendmfnt. 

The ChaUfellor oi the Excheqper ad- 
mitted that the question was one ot great 
difficulty, as he knew no Bu\| 4 ect connected 
with the force in Ireland which had ex- 
cited imue clibCUBsion* At (He same time, 
after the services which the yeomanry Had 
rendered when called out lut Chrisdnas, 
when Ireland was in a condition which 
called for the aid of sudi a force, UCi^d 
ndt see how the usnal vote sliould now tie 
refused. Ifiio honourable gentlemamh^ 
called for a pledge to have the force given 
up, (Mis O’Connell said that anoiqpiec- 
tation held out was all he required/*)^ He 
oonsiderod that on the part hfn Gerern- 
Inent very like a pledge^ and he was not 
disposed to ^ve ic, thmigh lie saw no mo- 
bability of the force being increase^t The 
use of such a fovea Wasi he admttt^only 
nnbolce of evibi hut is WfttWattmnu- 
tiiw foresd on Govenmiant by (ha>slipBlipci- 
UttUMteof thaeonntry. . j .1 j 
' Mf.dixkUiuiAih^ 
ibera M neesssary fipm .to 
W 0 UI 4 support the Tioifli Her Jhopttl. mat 
lib$ honttsiublamA learned jmttubiifjn^ 
not perseveas erltii 

he psamiied to give And 
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temcA nmmber his' support on^ another 
OeMsion', in Say motion ho might bring 
fo^ii%rd for the siippreaiioii of the yeo« 
miiiiry oorpi. ^ I ' « . . ■ 

Ookmeb Porooval bore teBtimony. to the 
tlUnquil' state oif the ooiiyty*of ii^igO) 
wbi<di he SBiA tits in part owing to the ■ 
estObKiihiefent o^he yeomaniyt ^ ^ 

' • Colonel Eteim thought that Ireland was 
il(>t in a state to ahow of any part*yfnhe 
^lice foroe^boing'iWithdrawn.^ was of 
^nion %liat would bib found tlm best 
economy to add >to the ri^ular foroes, and 
gradually diminisliuthe yeomanry. , ^ 
•j Alr»‘Cono]ly s^okmin praise of iJS* 
eiency of the yet^anry and** poli^ foroes 
On several oecasions, the mere intimation 
that the yeomanry wore to lie called out 
had the eHcct of quelling excitement. 

' After a few more wonls, Mr. O’Connell 
withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Huihe said, that the House had 
been occupied with the consideRitiun of 
the Irish Yeomanry; and he now bej^ed 
to enter his protest against the continu- 
ance of die English Yeomanry, vile con- 
sidered the yeoiuanry aq incflicieut and 
ili-^scipliiied force { and he thought tlmt 
Kii^^d w'ould be in a much better coit- 
ditiou if there were embodied in every 
Hliillage a BUrgher (^ard. He irauld ^the 
have^n boily of^volunteers, serving without 
pay, than these gentlemen yeomanry, wli6 
must have 170,000/. for their services. 

The Mayquit of Chandos declared, tliat 
hhe^ slices of the yeomaiifry, which was 
' mie of the most constitutiuuul and efficient 
’^forces, weio given free of expense. (H^r.) 
The country would not have been in a 
tranquil state at the present moment, had 
‘ ft not been for the exertions of the yeo- 
luanry in the disturbed districts of the 
country last August. The honourable 
' member for Middlesex had stated that 
‘ l70;000/. was paid to the yeomanry- •He 
bkhew- not where that moneys went. All 
‘ he knew was, that the corps which he had 
^ honour to Comrauud iierfonned their 
duty gratuitously. , 

' H^ae said, that when he last call- 
ed for returns, he found tliat some of the 
mbney went to the noble^Marqufaaud.his 

copld not agree. withf;Ahe 
^ottjMp-Mkrqnfs in thinkiag. that tbeiyao-, 
' efficient ands oonatitUtHmal . 

body. How had it ftnivedi ibi effioiei^sy 
% Wmg^th^^iaitcrtdAiinidia^^ .Wales ? 

;,^etthL.ireni€Hiber . 
fOmaanBykiwiia^iurgoitiided'. 

them, 
thOiOther half 
bft mimmon 


occftrfspce, for bp .had . mfta sm^lar 

instancesi when be was^n th'e'yeQmUw 
himsell^ He thought it was ^o^fn^ly 
impolitic to employ yeopianry }o qhet 
disturbances, which had broken out in' tHe 
agricultural .districts. If ' the , y^manry 
were , employed ■ to mit down any r^ts, 
thftir property wou|ji imme^iaj^ly be mark- 
ed out for destruction. Hut it was a mis- 
take. to suppose that gentleqien. atone eph- 
atitdtcd the yeomanry. , ItVas c^pqsed 
*of hutdbers, grocers, and 'apjiFentiMs. 
Apothecaries and suigeonsi who 
^ two or three horses for their business, let 
them out to butcher boys, who seryq^ in 
the yeomanry, and^thiis escaped 1^he duty. 

No, no.*’) Ifonourable gentleip^p 
might cry out No, no,** but his asser- 
tions vrerv founded in fact ; an<]^ he knew 
a surgeon at Taunton wlio managed in 
that way. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, though 
ho was not in the yeomanry at present, 
knew the honourable member for Pres- 
ton's description* of tbe class of pcrsmis 
composing that body to be very incorrect* 
(Ileai*.) ft w'Hs, he was sure, cliiV/ly 
composed of substantial farmers.. , 

Mr. U. Gordon said, that in looking* 
back to the military debates which, had 
taken plac;e in that House for the last fifty 
yeais, it was curious to observe, that rite 
patriots of those days bod always argued 
against a standing arm'y, and in favour, of 
the yeomanry force. It was now, however, 
discovered that the yeomanry was au un- 
constitutional body. He expressed his 
regret that tlie honourable member for 
Preston should give circulation to state- 
ments which wei'e calculated to prove 
most mischievous. 

Mr. Hunt said he |md not made that 
statement without authoiity. 

Mr. Trevor said thaiT the yeomaiiry 
corps were a most effii'ient force, ^amVwcre 
formed ofr persons wlm had a .stake iq the 
country, quid not of •apprmtices ^d 
butchers* boys, as an hoaonralde meml^r 
insinuated. He thought that the yao- 

* n.anry had been ^injiist^ libelled by. tfie 
honourable members for PresUm and Jllql- 

* Ttfr. Ayifhnnn yhompsqn said ^hat jjie 

j^Tatea^ ^e li clsh .qotrpjjH tto 

rhfMl W .Wtainly^ npt qoniUlQtiW 

, .Ihemsalm .q» yeff aa fftPiC be .dgi^ ; 
hut thevqflqap 

.,iiGp of eatusqat^jUg tqe qbamptei; of a i^Jhplo 
- hody-oC.trpofs fi^ the oundvet orepm- 
^gje. ogrp^^ , Jji Dosaftshire tWd,WiU«Mre 
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tiMi'ftdtoil'with'tnudi (ipiHt, 
MVd^gfM tiefteftt^afl^-j«iintie(t'fnmi ^hcnr 
ftxei^tlAiili, UiB hA tho ittost poif^c ton- 
iidenoe \fi the yGomaiiry of England, in 
caae «ny necessity should* arise for their 
services. 

W’ M. W, Ridley protested against the 
nnjiistifialde language which some mem- 
bers o£ that House hod directed against 
the yeomanry corps. Thfnie honourable 
memtieni might find in their own conduct 
the Justi%ation of Ooveriiment foc'raising 
that to put down tumults, which 

arose from the bad advice given by those 
wh<^ iinfortunatelyy had too much the ear 
of the ]^»r. (Hear, liear.) ITo know 
that the yeomanry had done good service 
in the north of England. ^ 

Major Petre spoke highly of tlic good 
conduct oHIie yeomanry in Yorkshire. 

Mr. Hunt said that, as the honourable 
member for Newcastle looked at him whilst 
he spoke, he supposed he meant to say tjiat 
he (Mr. Hunt) had given the people had 
advice; The honourable «meiiila;r should 
have stated what the advice W|-is. He 
never gave the people any advice which 
he'jJaS not prepared to justify. 

' amendment was then withdrawn, 
an^the original motion was agreed to. 

Ai the question that lie 

gnrtited lor the half-pay and military 
mfowance of retired' officers/’ 

H. Hardiiige hoped that th6 Right 
lion. Secretary opposite would bring for- 
ward some plan for ameliorating the con- 
dition of Half-Pay Officers, before the Ap- 
propriation Act should he introduced. 
He would suggest to the Right Hon. Se- 
cretary the propriety of allowing these 
officera to hold Civil Appointments, wbich^ 
on the recoinraendatiou of the Finance 
Committee, they were now prevented 
from doing. * 

Mr. Hiime said,«. that military men, 
after long service, were iiuulequR|e to per- 
form the duties* of civil offices. (No.) 
They couhrbe a][lowed to hold' sinecure 
situations, and receive the salary as. well 
as any other men in the country, lie 
wished to ask what the rule as to 
promotion iii‘ the arftiy. 'Ho was not 
aware that there was any Either rufe^ 
but the will of the person who had the 
patronage. « * 

It. Parnqll said there was no fixed 
rule. ' 

Sir 11. Uardinge observed, "t^t there 
was ai^l^tremc difficulty in qsCahlishiiig, 
any r^e'ln the army as te^pr^motion. 

, Ooionel .Evans did not apprehend that 
there w^uld,,.Ue any diffici^,. lie thought , 
thfit tl|e bialf-pay effioers ot the army were 


not sb ' mnoh' attenilM^ tb 

to bej Tl^ resolrtt7(fii'whttfii6W1jjn^ 

On the v6te of l,33iS,9nR7l 
and Kilmainliam HospHttl^ for, 
sioners of tlie hospitals, ^ » » " i * • ■ 

Sir H. li^tnge said he wished ^ bting, 
to'the notice o^e Higlit Uon. Harofibirthe 
Secretary at War, the Kul^ect' of Commuta- 
tions oPPensions. A jiracfice hait been in'- ' 
trod/ic^l by himself of commuting pensions 
of solcftcrs who wished to emigrate to ( 'aiia- 
> da and V.'in Diemen's I^Siid, aifd niiml»ers 
of them had taken adviditagc of the pernliN- 
sion. Rut he luid lieanl tliat a number of 
*petuioners who had rect^ved their three or 
four yctirs* pensiens on tiiis pr'itext, had 
spent thif‘ inuiiey, and would eventually 
come on their parishes, so tiiat the object 
of the ]»lan would be defeated. Theiv 
were, he also hetird, 790 or fiOO old stddiers 
ill Ireland, who had been tdlowed to c<im- 
miite their pensioiis, ami his remark 'a))« 
plied petal liai'ly to them, for they had lio ' 
parochial relief to fall upon. The Secret ^ 
tary at War should stand between the 
Ooverjiii^'ut aqd the old soldier, and take 
care that no Uirmiin was made prejudicial 
to the latter, auTl at the same time tak<r 
precaution against the abuse of thcae'cM- 
inutations. Persons of forty-live yeltiti of 
ago i^linitld not be allowed ti| c'muinutq 
their pensions. Tlie Right lion. geiitle*> 
nxin observed, that the* Peifsion Disi hu«i 
been very large, but from the measures' 
which had been ailopted whilst he was in r 
offiiie, ill tweiitir years the list Weuldrhavo' 
been reductnl 200,000/. v ; 

Hir H. Parnell said, that ho hud follow- 
ed the principles and regulalTuiis adopted 
by his predecessor, in respcc.t to lioinmu- 
tation of pensions. New regulations were, 
however, in preparation, which would ob- 
viate the evil aliuded to. 

This and the remaining resolutions were 
alsoc'igiced to. 

July 10. 

Brevet — ilr. Hume (in debate on the 
expenses of the Coronation), said it ww 
iisiial, unfortunately for the country, at 
* the ctdebration of such cereinonHis, to issue 
a considerable brevet commission, wbieik^ 
cost not less than 10,(N>0/. increase of pay; 
independent of the various other expensei*^ 
it had been thought so convenient Kli'op- • 
portunit y to introduce. * He trustW^kbWv - 

^ In the same debate we 
Hume's name with Ministers in-i^ nuu^' 
jority opiaised to the amendment mdiieiiKg:' 
the vote tor peus^is. How is tliifrtweon*^ 
cilable ?^i* this geuthnnau’s lovelier. eoe-K> 
nouiy confined to t^Fiiuioee8:4f^Red 
ana the Jdlue P—Ed. 
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ever, that we lived in lietter timciL^ 
an^ 0iht promotions, with increase of pay, 
f* ''2^^ “ ev^ry other idle extravagauoe 
hei^ef)>foro put in practice, would be cUi- 
pensed with. I 

The Chancellor o£ the Excli^qiner re- 
plied, that the Bulncct had lijea under the 
c^insidcratioh bf llis Majesty's Goveriy.* ' 
mcnt. % * V 

GENERAL ORDERS, CIRCULARS, 

&c. ^ 

TIIIJ A«My., • J 

•» 

nCKiilllAL OltDKIlS. 

Adjiltaiit’Oeiievars Dftico, Dublin, 
30th Juno 1031. 

No. 1.— .Ilia Majesty has been pleased 
to appoint Lieut -(ien. Sir Richard Ihissey 
Vivian, Dart, and K.C.U. to serve us 
Lieutenant-General upon the stail of the 
army in Ireland, from the first of July, 
'for tlie purpose of succeeding liieat.-Gen. 
Sir Joiin Dyn{$ in tlie qjjinniaiid of tlie 
troop;|. 

relinquisliinff the command 
,of thd* troops in Ireland, Ident.-Geii. Sir 
Jphn Jlyn;r performs a grateful ofiha: to 
himsedf, in acknowledging tlic valuable 
co-operation afld ^pport whirh he has* 
iiiiiforinly received from tlie general o/H- 
cers, heads of depHi'iinents, and suilf, in 
tha di8cbarjj!;e of the duties attached to 
thAr rdspcctivo situations. 

^He desires, at the same time*, to ex- 
press Ills sense of the seal and siicressfiil 
exertions of the commanding oilicers of 
corps in the maintenance of discipline, 
and to add to this his unqualified apjiro- 
bation of the attention and vigilance of 
officers of all ranks, as well as of tlio ge« 
neral good conduct of tlie non-coiniifis- 
sioned officers and men. *• 

The Lieutenant-Geneml cannot forget 
that the troops, more especially at the out* 
stations, have been frequently called to 
exercise thcne qualities on which subordi- 
nation and good order mainly depend, 
under circumstances of peculiar diffioiilty 
and excitementj and he wishes to mark in 
the Bttpngest manner, by this public im- 
khowle^ pnent, to Major-Generals Sir 
George Bingham and Sir Thomas Ar- 
budiiioty his sense, not only of the iiidivi* 
dual services of those officers, but of the 
fcHrlMararieeand exemplary conduct which 
hav« ehameteriasad the behaviour ^of all 
undber thebr orders. ^ 

jhv^treoordbig this opiuion of the meiit 

m 


r«l>IK)D4^SS,!&C. • S8f. 

of the troops^ the . Lieutenoy^t-Mn^^ 
feels assured' that he is 
own to the eoi^uirentr appvobatiod. ^".ilie 
Ciiinmunky ajt largSk./, . 

The corpa.whii^ have been, qdavtered 
at Dublin having come more immediately 
under hlapclwiual obseRration«/SirrJelm 
Byng cannot omit hearing testimony to 
the very soldieriiko and accurate : manner 
in whiidi the duties Imve been per£uinned, 
as iqell as to tlie order, rigiiiarity, ‘and 
discipline, which have been maintaikied on 
every oi'casion - and lie feels himself called 
on to express particularly to Major-Gen. Sir 
^Edward Blakeucy, the' high sense he en- 
tertains of the unremitting attcuiiun amt 
ability which liM'e been the means of en- 
suring liaise im)s>t‘taiit objects, and of con- 
ferring a clmrueter of the highest military 
efficiency upon the garrison lAider lus 
charge. 

Neither can Sir John Byng refrain in 
this idace to oliserve, liow justly he appre- 
ciates the sorvu'es of the Alajor-Geneml 
during his command on a late oerasion, at 
a period of great political irritation, and 
when jthc utmost ttanper and judgment 
were required for the preservation of tlio 
public peace. • 

If no specific dutie.s under the Liea- 
teuant-Geiierars more immediate eogiii- 
seance c;)ll for any piu‘ticu1ar remark ou tliO' 
tumidict of Major-Gen. Smyth, of tho 
Royal Artillery, aiiil i\lajor-Gen. Pilkiiig- 
ton, of tlie Royal Kngiiieers, in their re- > 
spective coiniuatids -it is no less due tw 
tlio.se disliiiguislied oilicers, as iixdl us to 
Mtijoi'-Geii. JRacdonnell, coiiminiidiiig in 
tlie*Ulster district, to say, that every part 
of their duty has been conducted to the 
Lieutenant-General's entire satisfaction^ 
and with a zeal and ability equally credit- 
able to thcmselvis and advantageoua to : 
the service. • 

Lieut.-Geii. Sir Johq Byng takes loavb 
of the troops in Ireland, with his best 
wishes for^iieir jinisperit^’ and honour. 

By order, Gisougk D'Aouilae^T 

Deputy-Afljiitant- General. 


CENEIIAI. AFTER ORI>En. ■ - 

. ’• Adjuflhnt-Geiicrars Office, Dublin', 

^ # 30th June 1031. 

Since issuing the- gcneAil order OftUis' ' 
day, liieiit.-GeuvSir John Byng has heet 
honoiireil with a^ letter from the {General 
(kimmaiiding-iti-C'liief, desiring him to 
receive add to comimuncate to Gidf lite- 
ral officers, officers, and troops, .and par- 
ticularly to those general officers whose 
exertions have bOen more immediately re- 
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quiMd in the diatniM districts) the eK« 
pressiod of )U§ Majesty's gradoas appro- ' 
liatioQ* ^ 

If anv liking oonld enhaiifse tiie value of 
this honottr, it will be the knowledge that 
the Ideotenant-Geoend and the troops In 
Ireland are Indebted for it to a nqnesen* 
tiitioii made by his EaoflDeney the Lord* 
leemfinant) of their «hfgh sta^ of dis< 
dpline) and meritorious services upon 
every occasion* . 

ByordeC) Oeoboe l>^inLAE^ 
Peputy-Adjtttant^Qeneral* 


« oevehai. ordeb. 

Adijutant-Geiieral's Office, Dublin, 

» July 11th. 

The admirable state of discipline of the 
army serving in Ireland, renders any ap- 
peal to the principles whidi govern it 
wholly unnecessary, but in order to make 
known his own feelings, liieut.-GeiL Sir 
Hussey Vivian takes this means or ex- 
pressing his earnest hope that the forbear- 
ance, temper, and discretion, which have 
uniformly distinguished the oondrict of 
the troops, will continue to be observed 
' by them. 

^The Ideutenant-Oeneral has every rea- 
son to hope that no reeurrence of those dis- 
turbances, which by the actis^o measures 
of the Oovernmcnt, aided by the zeal and 
talent of the general officers comm.mditig 
districts, have hitherto been repressed, 
will rehder further interference nect'ssary ; 
Imt sboidid it unfortunately happen- th<it 
the troops are at any time called upon to 
assist the civil power and preserve 
peace, the Lieutenant-General confidently 
expects that they will on no account act, 
eaoepi lUider the express orders of a ma- 
gisttktei or in absolute self defence, or for 
the protection •of persons or property di- 
rectly endangered^ And even under these 
dfcumstances, should it unhappily occur, 
that after everyvational means of preven- 
tion, fored is hqd recourse to, the Lieute- 
nant General relies, that while the officers 
and men faithfully and vigorously dis-r 
charge their duty to Ifi^ir King and coun- 
try, they will ever bear in mind the ele- 
vat^ principle inculcated innbe ordeifi ^ 
that illustriws Prince, under whose ooin- 
mand the army obtained its h^hest ho- 
cumm and perfections, idp that ** Hu- 

manity is the brightest gSn in the diarac- 
ter of a British soldier/’' 

By jOpmmand of the Lieutenant-General 
commanding, 
George O'Agvilar, 
X>eputy.A4yutaiit«GcneraL 


COURT-MARTIAL. 

A Court-Martial was belli on board His 
Majesty's ship Caledonia, at Spitheeil, on 
Wednesday the 39th Juim, for the trial 
of the Right Hon. Lord wiUiain Pagbt, 
Captain of His Majesty's ship Winchester, 
on charges pfeferred i^inyt him by John 
Ayscough, Esq. Captain in His Majesty’s 
ravy,* and late Cpmnfissioner at 
muda^ Vis. for having forcibly excluded 
him VironP the cabin on board the Win- 
chester, allottedi to hlilk by Vice-Admiral 
Colpoys, CummanddH’-in-Cbief on the 
West India and North American Sta- 
tions, to acc(>mmo(|ni!b a lady and her 
clAld, lo whom# I^ord William Paget bad 
given a {iS'isagc, and also for disrespectful 
and unofficer-like jpondoct to him during 
the passage to En^and. 

The Court opened about ten o'clock, 
and was compo^ of the fidlowing Offi- 
cers: — Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Cod- 
riiigton, G.C.B. President; Rear-A«lmi- 
nil Parker, C.B. ; Captains John Dick, 
David Colby, Samuel CampibeU Rowley, 
William Ciin;y Hillter, C B. Hugh Pigot, 
Hyde Parker, John Whitley Deans Ihm- 
das, Robert Mftunsell, Dai^ Dunn, Ed- 
w'ai^ Roper Cuisson, C.R. Right Mon. 
Lonl Colchester. Mr. Minchin vffis en- 
g.«gcd for the prisoner, and Mr. HoskLspi 
for the prosecutor. 

♦ President — Ib tbere<anyS>bjection to Sir 
Cliarlcs Pagta Bssistiiig his nephew P I 
am sure there cannot be.— None being 
raised. Sir CUnrles took his stktion by the 
side of Lord William. * 

The names of the witnesses were then 
called over, the order fof holding the 
Court-Martial read, and the members of 
the Court sworn, when the pnMeoiitor 
delivered the follouring address 

Mr. Piesident and Gentlemeif of this 
Honouralde Court, — My legal adviser hav- 
ing examined the witnesses on whoso tes- 
timony 1 i^ied, and having intimated to 
me that there is not sufficient evidence to 
support the diarges against Gapt. Lo^ 
William Pager, I feel mysrif bound, as a 
man of honour, to make a da'laration of 
that fact as eariy as possible, and to state 
that I shall not take up the time of ebte 
Honourable Court unnecessarily by eallhiir 
witnesses, nor put his Lordship to tbS 
trouble of entering upon his defimse. I 
should not have trouliled this HofiiORr- 
Vble Court to assemble, bad f boeonwavo 
of the citvumstanoe of a material tritsM 
not being able to prove a fact mi wkieb 
Jhe whole cate rests, mid wkRIi, oa ae- 
l)ount*of his absence, I have only been, 
^l^le to asctrtaln*rinee I came on boaM 



PROMOTIONS AND 

thefCy^iua'ilUs morm Thuexplu- 
natioi^ will, I 4nist, be satisfactory to this 
Hooourabla Coiut.” 

<rhe Court iha then cleared, and on 
bfung, opened, the Judge Advqpate put 
the following quej^ous to CIbmmissioner 
Ayeeoiigh. , 

Q»-<-ln your aSdress read to the Soiirt, 
you say; I should ndt have troubled t^is 
lldnourablc Onirt to assemble, had f been 
aware of tbb rirciAistanqp of a material 
witness not being able to prove a fact on 
which the whole case rasts, and which, on 
acoount of his abs^ce, I have only 
able to ascertain winch 1 ^umc on* boald 
the Caledonia this inoruiug.’^ Da pleased 
to state the name of such witness, and 
wliether he is now on Ixiard the Caledo- 
nia ? Ai — iSir William Burnaby, aud lie 
is now on board. 

Q.«Do you, by your address, mt^an to 
abandon the whole of the charges made ? 
A—Yes. 

The President then inquired of Lord 
William Paget, whether l^e wi^lieil to 
make any observations upc»ii tlie address 
wliich had been-submitteePto the Court ? 

. Mol’d Paget —I wish to make some ob- 
servatftons resiiecting the charges made 
a|:uiust me by Commissioner Aysqpugh, 
and to adduce such evidence as 1 might be 
advised. *• •§ • 

President— I cannot see how you can 
iHt possildy allowed to call witnesses, there 
being no prosecution. In^comiiig to a 
decisicii, the Court are bound to take into 
their consideration the peculiar situation 
in which yoi«*are placed. 

Upon this the Court was cleared, and 
agreed that they could not permit any ob- 
servations to be made, as the charges had 
been totally abandoned by Coumiissiouer 
Ayscough. The Court was again opened, 
and liord William Paget was informed of 
the resolution of tlie Court. • 

TJie Court was again dearea, and after 
nearly an hour's deliberation, re-i»peued, 
when the Judge Advocate read the follow- 
ing sentei]^ That the charges have 
•not been proved against the Bight Hon. 
diord WilUam Paget, and the Court do 
^Jttdge him to be fully acquitted of di 
the ohaigM, and every part thereof ; and 
the Coart deems it necessary to express 
thaiir that an officer of Capt. Ays- 

■eeagh’asnmk and standing in the sorv^ 
abmdhaita brought forward charges oza 
lOature so seriously effecting the character 
ef an officer if^lHis Majesty’s serviopj, 
withoat having, aocordmg to Ms own 
4mi4emenwaity evideni^ to prove the facta. 

The President, on delivering Lonl Wil- 
liam Paget his sword, addressed him ns 
U. S. JouMN. No. 33. August 1831. 
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follo\^ Lord William Paget, t have 
great pleasure in rctuniinf you this sword, 
and 1 am authorised b^ the Coum to say, 
it is their opinion, as it is niy owh, th^ 
your chameter remains unsuUied by the 
charges which’have been brought against 
you on tliis occasion ; and I may also say, 
that no man living^has a right to attach 
any blame to you for whatever may have 
taken place relative to these proceedings.” 
» ^ 


PROMOTIONS & APPOINTMJ5NTS. 
,NAVY. 

ADMIRALTY OFFIOE, JuNi^SO. 

Hi» Maje»ty has bom gMcionsly pleased to 
appiHiU Capt. Sir Eilward 'lliuinas Tronbridge. 
llaii. of the Rtijal Navy, to b(.‘ ouc of Hia 
Maj«>%ly'H Naval Abies ilo-Caiiip, in the room of 
Capt. Sir Murray MaxwclL Kiii(>hl, C.U. dec. 

PROMOTIONS. 

CAF%tiNS — Samuel Frice, J. N. Gabriel. 

CnWANOPaa— J. Williams (ret.), IT, Wysl, 
J. Coiiant J, Watson (ict.), J. Maver (ret.). ’ 
N. Belden (ret.), II. FititguraU (tel.), E. Conant 
(ret.), 

LI^l 1 Yli^ANT$ — E. S. Pearce, i. V. West, S. 
Jones, 11. llamiltOD, James Abbott. 

Suite bON—E. 11. Rowley. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Geovse Tieiney, Esq. to be Cominlnionor of 
Greenwicb Hospital, in the room ot llie lute Sir 
W. Hope, 

CimiN— Piice Blackwooil to the linogeiie. 

Co HMANDKRS— Robert Fitzroy, to the Beagle; 
11. O. Love, to the Colmiibiae, vice Gabriel, 
prmii. ; Thomas Sanders, to the Oi^Uiaiy at 
Plynioulh, vice Yule, whoso t^rin of service has 
expired; W. G. Agar, toXhe Araehae ; R. Mor- 
gau (actiug^W to Alligator. 

Lieotenants — AV. H. Jervis (Ylag), to die 
Prince Regent; AV. Grilliii, the Talavcra; S. 

Mercer, to the Rlossoin ; Servalite, to the 

' Aftol ; Mariyn, lo the Dryad ; llartiiiey, 

to the Black Joke; ff, Stewart; V. Pkkey, H. 
Lyster, and EWridge, lo the Iniogcne ; J. C. 

g /l^khain aiu» B. J. SiiUvaii, to the Beagle ; G. 

canfby and J. V. Fletcher, to the Coravoa; 
J. M. Ai»Sr, to the PUiloimd i A. Reed, to 4lie 
Kent; J. E. Love, to'Uic Swan; T. Hodges, to 
the Recsnlt ; A. «niili (b), to the WInchesteP; 
J. F. Stirlliig (Fbfg). to the St. Vincent; R. 
NeUh lo the Hyacinth; IMIolman, to the Revc' 
nne CruiAr Sprightly, vice Byne, decetied ; If. 
SliomberR, to ilic Rapid ; J. B. AVoodthorpe and 
A. C. Buhnan, lo the Arachne ; S. Barrett, lo the 
Badger; E. C. Erie, to the Stork ; B. Shepinml, 
to the Sylvia; \V. Tjowry, to the Hawke; N. 
Leworihy, to He Lion; Roberta, to the 

• 2 P ■ 
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m^s. ^c:-')!.;, 

^Mfoft?^tii5f«l ^'- *-11 . • j • • • ' ' ‘ • ' ‘ ‘ ■ 

tijwillWiaHWHnl^ Fetwe* to ite .;ilacnilt{ A 
to the Imogcne ; — — BeikjTr to the Viper* 

HaWtoiii*^^) %ifc A^hibbri ‘tjfc 

Tweed. " *' ' * ••=*'' 

AMisTAMT-SuRO«oinr^>k:V^iinain Pattleon, to 
the Pluto; J. Bankier^ M.D* to the Spartlate ; S-. 
Browne, to the Prtrihe A^jent; T. S. Taylor, to 
i|M,^Dflipi;t,llli^'^oiMU'to tbb^PyladeaT * 

Alrt*l J* ^ UfeU# toi tlie Ithdl^ 
gene; J. Miller, to tire Kccroit; W.‘AlaHin> to 
A Goatib to iht Aiwdnle; — 
IffCuyroik, ,to the. BofiiUit; A. Kdov, to the 
^J^niper^ J. UupUtoUj to th^ Dryad, 

PuRaKfs-~T. Shears, to the' tmogeiic ; J. 
WitMek,’ to the Arachue ; W. R4iw|ett, to the 
Bc«|le; J. Sparsbott, to the Sonthauipton ; G. 
BtamlitoRi to tli« Crocodile. 

... ; r ? BOYAL MARINES. ‘ 
PBOMOTTPNS. , 

J.JSlRSJCrj^JROTJIJRARX-- W. Jtf. SlnnKJOii. 

M' SvooNiPLtKO'f'EitANT — * Mr.' BtfhglaV Adam 


,r,<SMtoiU)*ldxum«iirT.— — — Appletoii, to the 
Briton. 

V'' /- ' t iS ii fM i ' mm ' ** 
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OFFICE OF ORDNANCE, Juicn 30 . 

^Kthrpt Rf. AnglMr8.>^Fir8t-Lieiit. * Henry 
be Se<i.i<Vpt:' Vito CoVey, dec. ; Scc.- 
Ijcnt. Edward T. to be Firat-Ueut. vIto 

■rttobeybibin.'*'^’--'' 

:•>*'» .’W , ,J . » ■ ■ 

.011 


'-i 


Ju.liY.d. 


icAiliBegtioeC Litoi6dei»*->lAeiit.' Samuel Adlem 
Baynton, from A. p. unatt. to be Vice 

«IMrledBetliR;Oodrti«|^,^^ 

0th Begt. Dr. Gctow(4k>toet -^rleh' 
ToMitoto^lroB'fOthrlAAhi^fhir. to ht Cl^et; tice 
^hlM»-‘«iiK^ieib:‘''. v'...! ■> 

9th Regt. Ughf DMt^^lAedr^ AfUltiV 'CbefdSk 
lil^aii|B,7to tbi Oapft«lj||^ pi tfamj 

wbtorett)- CbA:9Mi7'M^^ ^ 

Jicto;lh9>4>..*lcirlvm«iM; GoiC*!l>.* l&afi €f 
bell, ttom Mth Ught Dra. to 
nuteif4ljpPL .pRtAth*.^ MdM4'ini«Wctei^r«t«. 

loth Ught Drs.-.-IMl(I^iftt«AheiF ]I«MM 
v»le, 

MIAolNin^ d td)ini> 

tSth 14|^t Dr».io4fttflr.tei8«q(.»9^ 

M.D. to'be Aas.-Siirg. vice Ibomson, dec. 

■ lOlh Ught Dn.— George William Key, gent, to 
be Cor. by,p. vice CampbeU, app. to 0th Light 


(Ocae'^.:BtltS{ VP^Stocie^pilO. , . ^ 

'il^ Fottf.~ilto.Thoina8 'Connor, to hiT^^HlU 
by p, vice ^Afay, proin. ; Bl^ar^ Ai " ‘ 
cUitfr Rifynm^ geiit to ho' Eni. by p^y] 
tolti *IXW.~Capi’. Robert 


Eos. by p. vB^aft, who reU . ; ^ 

dtat D)[uj;i.^)C^i«'ut;-Col. Qh'arlc,^ VSyngty f!;ow 
Ji. p. tthiitt.' to' byl Lludlp-Coi. vice Saiuiiol Biev^ 

t ' Oexc. ‘ ■ . 

7tli 'Ditto.->Hfjr.ut. lliom'^s Frederick Richard- 
son, fronf'h. p. Otth Fool, to bjs LieqU vice Sanmei 
Robbins, who exc. 

4)7tli Ditto.-^Capt. 'jSdwa(d Baqil BreuVe, to, be 
Major, by p. vice Snow, who ret. ; Liout. Isaipi 
Ellon, to be . Capt. by p. vico Brooho ; 
Charles Christopher Davie, to be Lieut, by p, 
vice Elton ; Sydenham Snow, gent, to be Bus.' by 
ji. vice Davie. j. 

Ride Brigade. — Robert Dnucair Ferglisi(p.n, 
gent, to he Sec.-Lieut. by p. vice Saville, prui^, 
in tlie Ifljjli Ligl^ Drs. ^ 

tJnattaihod. — Brevi-Cot, Rdw^id parley, fifPlf 
SRth Fm>t, to be'Liept.-C<4.'.<l^ wiUiopt pnq 
Brev.-Major Arthur. Kcnnttfly, R-twii .lOtlhr iiighl 
Drs. to be Alajor ol Inf. i>y p. Llent^ChH'^ 
May, from .’^h Foot, to be Capt. of |uf. by p* r. 

Meinorandnm.-T-'riiQ iindfsr-ineiiUon^ otn«;t.r]i 
have been allowed Co fctlre. from thy 'scrvllce,,^^^ 

• the sale of iiji^tt. (punusnissflyis . ,t 1 
Major Andrew Loiijf, p'. Bcri(iaut‘pt-Asa.-^r,^ 
MHS.-Gen. ; Capt. llioiuas Moses, Vet. full pay, 9th 
Rl. Vet. Bat. o ^ - 't 

r- . ■. ti 

Menioranduin,-^ha h. p; ;o^ the - uadeiuftoHl. 
tiowKl Otfieers has been eaiiocUed fkwnb tbl^duf^ 
inclusive, upon their receiving a couiinnted allWili 
auce for their voiunussiobs, vix..>^ — . * ' ' ' 

Lieut. Andrew Coutts Cochrane, - h,- pr'-ioill 
Foot; Ens. Robert Hall' Manley,- h. unit A. ; 

Lieur. Jobir Brockman, h. p^Rlfte BcSAoile ;liicufi 
Gei^ge Dnwson ^Flinter^ hi p. '7lh West 'MU 
Begt.; Qr..Mos. Wtlliaiki Maillen^ IK ptrlSrlnotoA 
of WaleB*a« Or Dnrluun FviidMe 
Fraqgis illtton;laaev reh fMI pay, into nhMUVdR 
Bat.; Ens. Ecekicl Tyd Abbott^ h.' p..*liinMt$^ 
EWciHiRhoiil FtoMlonby ViEebto^ : 

Ueiit. Meredith Jones, h. po<^Bhr'!Wagb'^lVr)||B( 
|4ituWWUUetoiGtoliao,4H'p.^Ui FoMylMri^n 
Robert Leaver, h. p. sant-Fibot; Emitd ary i N lti H 
In tocj9l4ki4BrootrrUetooPhiHp .RieMaomiMh, 
^ RojABbtfipoliM^tpA .iltehhMoW9IMAii||iA.£^ 
aftosVtoli6«to|MMpr}(«rmdi)io .M dmv 

Rl. Afrlcai>h.jCddtotf '^Coit i piii o 
StRvWtMitoKhnMMmu Mtooti 
Mdsojicplactiljaipoai. h.>»p/<fditolwgiiil JiigU 
^^|K. |£o8.^vllc•>BMblU«i >9x91 

mau iiao^ lOiil oi40lk*iir» 

W * JotY 12.** 

3rd Regt. Dr. Gds.<^Comet John Edwarda py* 
Sift, to be Lieut, by p. vice Sheppard, whm tots. 
Kyrc Evans, gent, to be Ens. by p. viM pysea. ; 



PabMOTlONiS AND APPSlN'tMRNTS. ' ^ 


M' R<tt Capk Henry Batiiarst) 

flram.%h Foot, tckbc li^teut. and Capt. vice X^ouiglaSy 
tirhpi exe.' * 

ink '^ 1 ^. Foot- •— XJeut. Btid Capt. Charles 
D 6 (^aa, (Vom' afrd jPoot Guards, to laLCapt. vice 
tfa^hutst, who exc. r t * 

i 14th Foot.— Uaat.^o 1 . Mattliias Evcrard, from 
h. p.,aiiatt. to be 'yeat.-Col. vide IbornLyi, who 
reta. , 

SOth Ditto.- — Llent. John Maclean, to hf Gai». 
without p. vice Stom dec. ; Ens. I^unrt Dal- 
gety, to be lieu:. vi& Maclaan; Ens. William 
IMth, to be Lieut, by pjavlcu Waddell, who rets. ; 
Gent. Cadet James Gates, from Rl. Mil. Coll, to 
be Eua. vice DalgeCy ;»Heory Windham, gent.^td 
be Ena, by p. vice Path. * ^ • I 

93^ jDi^. — l&ia. Edward (Hprady, tgbe Lieut, 
bjr'p. vice Hay, prom.; Henry D. Cholinelcy> 
gent, to be Ens. by p. vice J3*(«rady. 

'%tli Ditto.— -Ens. William Samuel Edwarfla, to 
be ]|jieUt. by p. vice Willcs, who rets. 

44lli Ditto. — Staff As 8 ist.-Sarg. Arch. M'Isaac, 
fW>m h. p. to be Assist.-Snrg. vice Browne, app. 
Co 3rd Foot. 

31st Ditto. — Major James Campbell, to be TJcut.> 
Col. by p. vice Synge, who lets.; Capt. William 
Henry FJliott, to be Major, by p. vice Campbell. 

OOlh Ditto.— .Capt. Thomas Richartf Plainbe 
Ibtnpcst, vice Grey, prom. ; C^pt. James BaiUiaia 
Ibbriihlll, from 65th Foot, vice Chichester, prom, 
to Majors, by p. ; Llent. David Fitzgerald, vice 
TdmpeR, to be Capt. by p. ; Sec.-Liient. Robert 
Atkins, vice Fitkgerald, to be Llent. by p.; Gent. 
Ghdet John Morris, from Rl. Mil. Coll, vice At- 
kins, to be Sec.-TJent.yiy p. • 

65th Ditto.— .CapL John Rawson Stepney, from 
h.'fi. to be Capt. vice Thornton, prom, in GOth 
Foot. 

69th Ditto.— Robert Sntton, geXt. to be Ens. by 
p. vice Kiiichaut, prom. 

73r(l Ditto. — Capt. Robert Anstnilhcr, to be 
Muion, by p. vilb Drewe, prom. ; Lieut. Richard 
Watkins Baiarord> to be Capt. by p. vice Anstm- 


The date pt ^cnt. Arch. Neil CamptcU’s ' p^ 
motion, Jn the 92nd Foot,’bM been ants^hd 40 
8 th Aprlrisai. : 

llie iindcrmciitioneil officers have beeA allow^ 
to retire from the service, by the sale of unattached 
commimions, via.— 

Lic.ut. Col. John William O’Donogbne, it. p. 
nnatt. ; Major-Gen. Janges Patrick Murray ; Llent. 
Irhomas Wright, li. p. 14th Foot. 


July 19. 

2 iid Regt. Life Gds. — Alex. Champion Streat 
«flehl, Gent, to be Cornet and Sub-Lieut, by p. 
vice Martyn, prom. ^ 

lOth Regt. light Drs.— Cornet John Rowley, 
to be Lieut, by p. vice Heaeage, who ret. ; Ed- 
wanl David HilBard, Gent, to be Cornet 

by p. vice Rowley. 

11 th Ditto. — John Ro^e Holden Role»Gkoa. to 
be Cornet by p. vice Oakley, who rat. • . 

1 st or Gren. Regt. Foot Gds. — Fred. Wm. 
Hamilton, Esq. (Page of Honour to the King), to 
be Ebs. and Uent. without p. ; John Parkinson, 
Gent, to be Solicitor, vice Humphries, dec. 

4th Regt. Font.— Lient. Win. liiiiitly Camp- 
bell, to bi> Capt. by p. vice Lardy prom. $ Ens. 
Wni. (FGrady Haley, to be Lient. by-p. vice 
Caiiipbell ; John Darcus Territt, Gent, to be ^n»^ 
by p. vice Haley. ' 

31 St Ditto.— Llent. lion. Robert Preston, from 
the h. p. 6 tb Regt. to lie Llent* vice Valenilbc, 
whose app. lias not taken place. 

353i Ditto.— Staff Assi 8 C.-Surg. Andrew Haiti- 
day Hall, to be AssisL-Surg. vice Hiimfrcy, app. 
to the 9.5th Regt. 

38tb Ditto. — John Dwyer, Gent, to be Eiis. by 
p. vice Edwards, prom. 

41st Ditto. — AsBi 8 t.-Surg. Wm. Dowell Fry, 
from the h. p. 47Ui Regt. to be A 8 sist.-Surg. vice 
Smith, app. to the 40th Regt. 

73rd Ditto. — Ens. James Skene, to be Ueut. 
by p. vice Baraford, prom.; Maurice Charles 


08th Ditto.— Robert PampUn Wallis, gent, to 
be Ens. by p. vice Bayntnn, who rets. 

Coattached.— To be Lient.- Colonels of Inf. by 
p« — Major Richard Drewe, from 73rd Foot, Major 
Gbvlcs Chichester, from 60th Foot, Major Ifon. 
CbacIst.Gruy, from 60th Foot. 
wTobe Gapta. of Inf. without p.— Llent. Dickens 
Mark MaalewQod, frpm 14th Fdot, lient. Henry 
Monnsll, from 14tb>Foot. 

.'3^;be €hpl| oTiafi by p«— limit. Lewis Jaties 
||«y« irons MtteMDci, ^ ^ 

, XphmUeuft. of IM. by p.— Ens. Blebard Henry 
XMlaBl;»irflaB«Oth Foot. 

;||c|nomiidn;r— Comet- Johnson's commission, in 
the nb .JMacoan Gnarda, has been antedated to 
S6th Feb. 1830, that iMtiiig the pwriod he Wis Up:- 
|wl«lnd.>Ridili|pii^ to that cor|^ ' ’ ^ 

..Gprtittt Henry PhUlifis' comnkisaien. In the TlM 
fj ght Dfaaoiinia» has been antedatml toUth Marcb 
1828, that being the period he was app. Riding- 
master to that regiment, 


O'Connel, Gent, to be Ens. by p. vice Skene. 

79tb Ditto. — Ens. John 'Stew'art Smyth, to be 
Lieut, by p. vice Isbaiii, Whose prom, has hot 
taken place. * 

98th Ditto.— Charles Graoet, Gent, to be Enl. 
by p« vice Mackenzie, prom. 

Rifle Brigjkde. — Capt. John Alex. Henderson, 
flrom the li. p. to be Capt. vice Johif AUen Rldg- 
way, who exc. rec. the diff. * 

, UnatlacheiL— To be M^jor of lof. by p.-Gbpr. 
Christian Fred. LardjnJrimi the ffth Regt.| to bn 
lient. of InL by p. Ena. Roderick MaokCMlo, 
from the OStfa Regt. ^ 

If capital Stiff.— Asaiat-Sarg. Alex. GaHander, 
ftom the 01st Regt. to be AasMt.-Sta0-ffttrg.wlca 
HaU».appAo the 3Sth pegL • '• . it 

Memoranda^The niidesfaentloiiedjodleemkaff|l 
been allew^ to1|ttoe from tlia MnkS, by- ttn 
safe of unattached eommissioatf Vfan^ '< • 

Major Haddon Smith, h. p. nnatt.; Uaiil. Qeo^ 
Taylpt h. p, isrtb Foot. . ‘ 
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1806 * 

War with France, 
Holland, Spain, 
and PrhsBia.t 


Firet Lord — L«rd Howlckt (late Mr. Grey, ct 

and now Earl Grey.) k 

Right lion, 'fhoinas Grenville, Channcl.<~A<lmTral Earl St. Vin- 

■ Tiord Barham. ® ccaC. | 

James Gambler. Portsmouth* — Adin. Montagu. 

Sir Philip Stephens, Bait. ‘ #• ^ Plymouth. — Vice-Admiral Young. , 

Philip Patton. * ^ Cork.— Adm. fxinl Gi^iier. 

William Dickinson, Vun. North •Sea and J Lo^ 

Sir Evan Nepean. Downs. S 

Lord Garlics. ^ Cape of Good ^ Rear-Admiral Sir 

John Markham, from 11th Jan.* * l Hope. ^ Thus. Truobridge. 

Sir Charles Maurice Pole, Bart, frfen ll^h Halif:|7C. — ^ Vic*; Admiral Hon. 

Jan. vice Patton. <• George Berkeley. 

Sir Harry JInrrai'd Nualo, B.irt. from llth f’ltear- Admiral Sir 

Jan. vice Sir 15. Nepean. _ - ..r J E. Pellcw, and 

Lord William Russell, from llth Jan. vice j Rear-Admiral Sir 

Dickinson. l^Tlios. Tr4»ubriilge. 

Lord Kensington, from llth Jan. vice Taml Jamaica.-— Vice-Admiral Dacu-s. 

Garlics. f Vice-Admiral 

Thomas Frceinaiitlc, yice Sir. Philip Mediterranean. — < Loril Colling - 
Stephens.^ Bart. ft ^wchkI. 

William rPraiiklaud, vice Sir G. Af. Pole, 

Bart. 


{ Vice-Adiiiir 
Lonl Collin 
wood. 



In Port and fitting .... 
In the English and Irish Channels . 
In the Downs and North Sea . . 

West liulles and on the passage . . 
On the Jamaica station . . . 

In Aiiieriea and at Newfoundland 
At the Cape of Good Hope . . . 

East Indies, and on the passage . • 

Coast of Africa 

Spain, Portugal, and^Gibraltar . . 
MeiUterranean and on the passage . 
Hospital and Prison Ships . . **. 
With Sealfgl Orders . . . * . 
In pursuit of a Fi^'tich M|uadroii . . 
Harbour Ships, &c. in CommisMon . 
Intended for Foreign Service . . 
In return from dltlo .** . . . 

Guard Ships 

* 

Total Ships In Commission . . 
Receiving Ships .... 4 
Serviceable and repairing for Service 
Sn Ordinary * . . «... 

Bnildiog ...... 


m rifi' 721 720 723 742 780 

10 17 17 10 10 16 17 

22 17 51 92 54 50 AO 

105 79 00 03 00 06 00 

75 80 83 88 101 88 82 


.t, 043 058 008 072 


• For the year 1805, see p. 131 of this volume. • • ^ 

t Hostilities with Prussia ceased in October, after the battle of Auerstadt. 

t Appointed on the death of Hr. Fox to the Foreign Offleea and succeedcil at the Admiralty by Mr. 
Grgnville. 

$ . Reigned at the age of 83, After being slxty-^ne years in the Navy and Admiralty Offices. He 
rec^ved a pension of £1500 Ver pnnnm, and was the first instance of a Lord of the Admiralty being 
allowed a pension upon retiring from office. 

n ExclaslveiPCtbc^ired armed vessels cliiffiy employed In protecting the coasting trade. 













120,000 men inclntUng 20,000 MnritiC^ 


Wages 

VictualUng 

Wear and tear of ships 
OMuance for raa service* 


£2,880,000 0 0 
2,004,000 0 0 

4/»0,000 0 0 

300,000 0 0 


CarrriuO forward 


£10,020,000 0 0 

























574 


qf Bmrisii plebt, 

BroniE^t forward . . • . £>0,WO,OOOj 0 0 

.A^ltlomal pay • ... • , .• jtO^ilSS , 2 4 

^ Eorfoahmeaiaiis as the exigency of affairs may require for Great Britain 2,400|0p6 0 0 

.Ki(^U1(a,pnrpopeft for Ireland • 000, m 0 % 

.„Oj|^|Mryf in^ndlng hnirpay to rea and marine offieers . Ij0tf,350 12 * 11 

iBnlMlng and repairing ships of war . • > lf9W,830 0 0 

O^transporta . . • • <> . |,25Q/I00 0 0 

rar defriiying the charge of pflioncrs of wai* In health • «40C|,0(I0 0 ,0 

’,Pi|to of sick prisoners of war . . . 49,000 Q 0 

' Par hospitals fbr seamen . . •* . . <10,000 0 0 

li ^ 

Total * f* -ft • £18^,301 a 

. ACTIONS. AND OGCCRBEnU AND CHRONOLOOICaY EVENTS THE 

BBITISII yAVY. ^ 

January 9* The boats of the Malabar, 90, R. Hall, agd W«l(h slo^, 18, O. C|, M'Kennic, eoeererl * 
by the fli4 of the latter, brought out from Port Aaarardes In Cnbh, twb privateer schooners, the Re*- 
golalenr and Napoleon ; the foimer monnting 9 gans with 80 men, the l.ttter 9 gnns with 00 men, ' 
ThO'BrMidi had two killed afid ftmr wonnded. The enemy's loss coukrjiot be ascertained, as tbey 
eseaped on shore in tbclr boats. The Rcgnlatevr snnk soon after being taken possession of. Manly, ■ 
gnn4>r^, Lfcat. M. White, 19, B. 1804, ran on shore near Hysuin on the Bms, In East Friesland, and ' 
there setaed by the enemy, in violation of the nentrallty of that river, her commander being prcvioasly 
captured.)-*' a. The Cape of Good Hope* retaken from the Dutch by Gen. Baird and Sir Home Popt.' 
ham.f«'-6. Favonrite, sloop, John Davie, 18, B, 1704, taken by a French squadron off Cape tie Veitl 
lslandai-«-7. Two Spanish national brigs, ohe <ff 90 gnns and 180 men, the other of 19 gnns and 75 
men, and a schooner of 8 gans, being in Campeachy Bay, Capt. C. Dashwood, of the Franchise, 38, 
sent thiee boats to attempt td'ent them out, under the orders of Lient. J. Fleming, assisted by Lient. 

P. J.' Donglas, Lient. Mends of the marines, and Messrs. Dalyv Lamb, Chalmers, and Hamilton, mid* 
shlpmoB. The moon rising, gave the enemy warning of their appro^h, and they, with seven giin- 
boals, sHp^ their cables, and opened a heavy fire on the boats. Lieut. Fleming Immediately lakl the 
• nedimOf brig, the Raposo,} on board, and was to quickly supported by the other two boats, that tllby 
caivlodl. If A ill ten minutes. The innainder of the flotilla roflowed at some distance; but th4ir tiro 
wdiPlb ilmartly returned from the brig and boats, that they soon retired to their former position. Thc^ 
Ddfch had seven woniicl«d.-'-<0. The poUle frineral $ of the* galinnt Admiral Lonl Nelstoi.— 9. Bafr> • 
(Dateh) 68; burned ih Table Bay by the DntCb, to the water's erlge.-~14. Capt 6.tYonnghnsbaA<l,|{'' 
Henreux 91, (Leeward Island Station) captured the Spanish letter of marque, Amelia, 9 guns and'4l|' 
men, having on board a valuable cargo. — 19. Lieut. Baker, of the Grenada brig, had a smart' aefioni * 
with the' Princess Mamt, French letter of marqne, of 3 gnns, several swivels, aikd 99 m^n. It lal^ted' 
foOT beam ami thirty minutes, when having three men killed and B*ren wounded, she snrrcndcrefr.' 
PapWon sloop, (P.) W. Woolsely, 10, taken 1803 ; foundered on passage ftrom Jamaica staflcSi with*' 
alllbe crew. Berbice, schooner, Lient. J. G. Gooding, O, B. 1>'04 ; sunk at Demerara, crew saved.— ^ 
91^ -The Magicienne, 89, A Mackenzie, in company with the Penguin sloop, after a Fiiase of twelve* - 
horns, captured In the Mona passage, El Carmen, Spanish packet, pierced for 14 gnns, but only two ' 

* Scie Military Annals. Major-Gcn. Baird, In his dispatch, hl^ly eulogised the cordial, able, and 
■ealODB co^opCration of Sir Home Popbam and hti ofDcei s, and the gallantry of the British seamen. Such 
of the ships as could be spared coasted the enemy's shore, throwing shot among his troops and people,^ 
and contrilmCing'to keep him Ignorant of the actual placA; of disembarkation. A very s^ritOd elM 
was madeky the marioeS'Of'the fleet, commanded by Capt. G. Byng, and a party of acamen from- the ' 
Diadem, under the t^modore'e immediate command, to occupy a position in Relt Valley, and fo -eo."' 
opcmle'W4h.||w arroy.'i The ships which nsriated'in the rednetionof this settiement werei the Diaddm^' 
a^fjGemmaitfer Sir H. Pophain, Capt. Downman; Belliqneox, 81, G. Byng ; RaUonablc,«4i J. Rewu' ' 
lej^iIioda,>88k R.jHoheyman; sleeps, brigs, Ire. . * ' ' 

.dxSte Neie to 981b Jmwvqaptnre of Boenot Ayres. < * * • ’ 

$;^|lm<Ba|miO'WiaB pImree&Mn M/bet^bad eidy 19 gana mounted, exclusive of ooboma, swfvnlii^ and 
smiriLannafWdtb'ia menr Ave ef whom. were^kMIed, and'lho eemmandiug odieer and 99 men wOffialefL 
f TheffisHowinginsoriptlen was bnadie ee«n^6^<;Depeiitiliii*'-«Theviost aeUe'Lefd HoiwUtf'Msim;'*' 
y*"f®5"**“* 9^M*« .NnejLand.oJ BunibaiiLTborpe in the. county of NorrjdkE.BiUML. 

Nelson of the NUe and of fiUboroB|li irfthe said cennty ; Knight of the moitbononrable Order of the 
Bmlsq ¥leMdRilmlVehe Whlm j^ifcdrow'of'the^Iifedtimid Comttendef4a.Cblef oT Hfa alq)«4'b 
sfafbsmHltveimiOdd thfifMedttff;ynn4M;inli6*'OllkP*f}rBiw^ Knight Grand OHtta^'tlite-' 

SicllUn Cider of St. Ferdinanq,aiid of Merit; MembdF’io# the OttolDan Order ofthd CimieeifF; kifd'^ * 
Knight OrandConiMinder of thw Creaeenf ; end knfght OraM Comimmder of -the' Oider^or’ISi; 
JooGbiim 7 Bmii Scpt;99ifr ITid; trfter sPseHes ot Irmiiceiid^ and herale servieeay thla i^UetiC AdMi ' 
rabilRgUxIPBriy InihcmomtetwrabrillllfikaMd^ vlqmryoter tim eonilMi’d^ 

and'>S|mtB4iir Cape TrafidgarOntlMi 9lot of Otceber 1898,* ’ '• '•*» ^ 

H See alio Pcb. l«th and 17th, March 8tlr mid<99lh. ^ 

. ! , .'T . . 



ANWilfL^S' SH^ 


niountcd^a'Ad Btrngador, Spanidi, 1 gun,S8 tncA.tiiW’tinfb^ thu Pomoiic, 9S, W. 

off Lisbou.^m Xi Voltigeur* French Itfggcr, 14 guns, W men, taken by the Growled ^9L 

T. Nesfcttroff llftilfy ' 'tjc French iugg^r, 14 gnnS, ^n m^n^fvmh 1>y tlica AttaVk- brtg!l,'‘'a4, 

Lieut. T. {}if Brest. — 20, L’lmprompta> French logger, 15 g'nhs, '50 men, taken' by'fte 

Brutrek brig, i4J' 9^'nit. T. Sinitlicrs, off Fdlk'sltoith.—Sl'. Petite FonBaric, French, t giiif, talttfnf jby 
the Wolverine b'rigV ’to, J. Smyth, off Barbadoea. *' 

Febniary 2. SeaMr^, Lieut. G^'orgt Steele, (*2) 16, B. 1805, iipaci in a squall on the Leettstrd 
I»l»™i^larion, tWo'oF^lie crew saved. Two Sphnish guii-bnats, each S, tak^ii by the FWftihy prifa- 
leer, n, M'. NdVell^JMcMlilerranoaii). 1^-mcc Mitrat, French ship, IH guns, 12T men, taken >y ,'^10 
l)ruid/32,*P. Y. B. Jlrok^. — 5. Battledore, Spanish, 8 guns, 47 men, takAi by the CurUsnW stoop, 
18,^ J. Johnstone^ off Lisbon. — 8, Vicc-AdinirsJ Sir J T. Duckworth discovered a French squadron of 
fix: sail oftne Itnej’fwb'fKgatcs, and cn'* cofvette, at anriipr in the bay of St. Domitigo, which, with 
the squadron lAdcr his\oniinagd, consisting of scvetissail of the, line, two frigates, and tw'o sloops, ho 
inimediah^y,at^ykpd./ libe; amnion j^vtkpiaoctod^ « littlp after tqn, by t)ia Sopurb dosing npvu . bow 
of the Alexandre, the leading French ship, w^o^ >?^c<:ivlng Uirec broadsides, sheered off. The signal 
was thou made for clqftor action, when the Adrfiir)) THsr attacked in the Imperial, of 128 guns (for^ 
inf\rJy.Lo.y4Qga8rH.'lbc>rua of whMU had'bveu jenVy mi the ]NurlhamUariaJid» haarlitk'thi} H9n.'iieM^ 
AdtvIraiGocluaiie'a nag* By Uiis tiioo tiiie inoveuient of the Aiaxamlre (fovmerly L'lndiviailfte) hwL.v 
tli.DOWfb A«r iitnong th<r Ic4% division, which Ileajr'Admiral Louis happily availed himselr oft The aotioot « 
bapmaa^gp^ecal* and conti^nod with groat severity tiU half past .alevbff, when the Frtacii AtfeailKaL:^' 
<»,<>Mh;dhattcred and eomplotcly beaten, hauled direct for the buidk and not being a mile off, at tweaty> • 
before noon l an on shore, his foremast then only •tatt<iiug» <wlihsh foil direcily.on ImI urikin^ - 
at^irhicli lime Iho Superb being only in seventeen fathmns water, was forced to haul off, to avoid thBi:'.. 
sHii^fatoi but not long after, tlie Dloinetle, of 84 guns, puslied on shore near bia adifiiral, when alt '• 
hip masts went. About fifty luiuiUes after eleven the firing ceased, leaving }n |H>PSeMiott the BrUish^ 
Le Bvivc, 74, btraring a Couiiuo<lore*a )>eiMlaut, I/Akexamlke, 84< and La «lopetre, 74. w* 1 think itai ^ 
duBr i.8Vte to ahaiwcter luui my country to add, frmn the informatum of Sir Iklwacd Berry, after she 
liadi^trpckt and the Agamemnon tlesUtrel from firing into her, from the captain taking off his liaL and 
msihiag every token of Mirrendcryand (ikipt. Dunn assures me both cudgii and peudatfi were down ; * 
to ^niniiKmt oil wiiich i lea%e to the workl."— D isvatom* ,d*iiblk thanks were given to the oflioc4i 
aiHl;|M}auicn for their conduct lif lids decisive action.* llic British sqiiaiiron uonsislnd of the.Biaperl^i>- 
74f Ificp-Aduiiral Sir J.T* Duckworth, OapU Keats, 8 kiilcHl, 50 wuumlcd ; biorthunibeiladd, 74»^ Itoilk*'- 
A4iu/rqkUon, A. Cochrane, Capt. J. Morrison, 21 kiUc<L70 wouufleii; Spcncvr, 71, llou. H. SlP|ifordhr ^ 
loaned ,58 woundtHl ; Canopus, 60, Uear<Adtiiiral Louis, 8 killed, 22 wuuiHietl; Donegal, 74»iF« IM* 

2 killed, ;KI wottiKledj Atlas, 74, Satftiiel Fym, 8 killed, 11 wonndixl ; Againemuon, 84, BirIL'K 
B8,i7ryA'‘i kiUiHl, 'p w-unnded; Acasla, 48, IL D. Dtinii ; ftfagicienue, 32, A« MfKciuije; Kingfisher 
(4f)8f0,. and (sloop).h-V. Bacnnc!, French, 4 guns, taken by the Fofwanl gun brig, |4, - 

fii^fiV/Pnohrl Shkls, in the Channil.-r-ll. Fecnllo, N«>. 4, Sirdnish gun brig, I^b taken by the Bnvy 
off Cape de Gatt.-<>^16* • Princess Murat, French scliooner, letter of inai-iiue, 3 guns, 52 mutt, > 
lal^.^by thp^GreiiafUf brig, lU sginis, - John Karker^off Barbadoes.*— >18. CapL G« Youugliushabd, 
Leeward Jsiaiid Buttipn) captnfed La Bciionc, French prIvAtwcr, 14 guns, and U7j4tlCb» i 
Site llfitCbn board 8MOO dollars, being her owners share Qf a pri/o they had rarricflinto Csrennvi^lf « : 
Tli^^jimjsliipvfi|tlur4:d| aftyr .eight. hours* chanc, TiU Bpcniu;, French priyhtcer scbooiutr, fi fpinsriptitb 
.U4dlo. French hrig, taken at the Cape of Good Hope, by tlig sqnudrcn under Bif .MotiMt. ' 
Pophain. — 2:1. l^iiipic, scluwiier, Lieut, O. R. Brand, 8, taken oii the la^eward Island Static»n by a 
PrehcTi privateer i»f double her foire, after a resistance characlerislie of the energy of British seiiiiieh. 
— ifiTa .fSiapt;G*^Muody,' Hydrii, 38, iu cUssliig ftnis frigates and a^brigtiiiit had enlufiffi tdoHi (iiadin, 
sugared- iu'cnttingreS' awl capturing the brig Le FtiroL 18 gnus, after firing 'unc 'bftiailsldtrr at- the • 


Wy4t|i»'. _ J ’. ■■ ... .J.-;. . I, » 

#|fircli l..>Jasvpfia, French, 3 guns, 37 ineifi taken by tliu private ship Frl^'rty, fir.'Ko9ellsu**'4j - 
VolimbMitS, 40, French, inrrewlerwL willmat firing a shot, to the Diadem, IMj BIr Horae Fkiptians, Capl. v' 
W„Kiii}b.ftftf 2 *haviiig-been cliaaed into Table Bay, Cape oftlood lfo|iv, byCapt^ li. l)(metly,''Cem> ' 
nipncVSs of the Mareinttierfig, and Cafd. J. Uowk*y,ot the Kaisonanle, 74.-*— 4. ■ Kollo/ Fnmeh, 48 grnis,} : 
taliiui]i5by $|r limaie PopMiim’s sfiiiaairoa. ^ Agnes, lugger, 8, (InredlJost oft the ^exd.. . Ftrta wTHisi 
crew iiiiknowii. — 8. Capt, llaiidfcld, volunteer 01 ^ board the Kgyptlennr, 48, ‘CapL-l*^^na.liwt ■ 
Lieutenant, imring her cruise, not having receivrel anplllcial cQMiBn^atiq|i of hfo pstiinntioki ^revlbna 
toilhvfrMlBMiftrWSCot with tlM h»atoof BmvB|»pti«pinOilo.«dt;oot.wFr€ifth'iwiytt»erL»Aia(l«jfi» 
th«(.4MrlMwr . nil Jiluros, which ho aoovMifiiriMtl.. Im .WJty gaUaai iuanner, hiring My 

4n<l> Garthwaitn and «irow,!llittNg^ rite ftiu mooreift.oloar to ihq;lwa<Att’BHfl.8«UM fhb 

^^Diy^,.Yktwy; AOmkriil yw.Wpnrtrityiatir 

J'lw.iit'i/'l i<! »s i.biOnjali.ii' 

kiltnl *11(1 wm]Ml«!<]f *ikI It Is suppose*! th. two 

In proportion to Ike othrts f Ike two frigatvs and cuMKlHteinpiPcIs'.M ..I’ >l nns <)'i» •! ''I -'li. - ‘H 
I A fllKaK-bnllt ship, pierced for at gnus, aurhad when last at sea «» men. 
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prvteG|ion of two batteries, which kept np an incessant Ore, till she was towe^ clear oftl of their 
range. The Ueureux, 24, O. Yonnghnsbaud, (Lcewanl Island Stition) captured the French privateer 
lai*llaron. In gaifSi, and ISO lueu. the Ueureux gelling alongside Lc lliiroii,«be upenvdta smart 

Ore but was soon silenced ; lici Captain, second Lientenaut, and two men wct£ killed, and seven 
wounded.— > 12. San Christo del Faldo, Spanish, 14 guns, 07 men, taken by the Vhnniierer, 74, John 
Stockhani, olf Cadia. — 12. Capt. F. A, Collier, of the Wolvciine brig, IS, (Leeward Island Station), 
captured the French national schooner Ija Tretneuse, 3 guns, and #,3 men. — 13. The squadron uuder 
the command of Viee-At^ruiral Sir J. B. Warren, Gapt. J. C. Whitic, of the F^drdyant, tJO, after an 
action coniirienccd by the ljondoii,08. Sir U.B. Neale, ayd siipporChil by the Aigia%on,3S, W. Farker, 
captured the Marengo, 80, Admiral Liiiols, and 740 ineii; ami the 11<dle Fuule fiigate, 40, ami 
320 men. The liritisti bad 14 killed and 211 vvouiidedt aryl the Freiicli 04 killed and 80 wounded.,*— 
17. Santa Clara, Spanish scliooiier, 1 guii^ 28 ineu, lakeli by the Fique, 30, G. H. U. ll 0 HS,t Jaiiiaica 
Station. — 21. La Lntinc, French corvette, 18,*aince Hawke, taken by the Cary^t'ortf 28, K. AFKen- 
aie, and Againenuion, 04, Sir E. Berry, by the former of whom she was eliKhed |or*o0 hours, and sur- 
rendered two hours after the Junction of the Agamemnon (Leewanl Islaud Station).— * 20. Cajil. Boss, 
of the Fique, 40, between Si. Uoniiiigo and Cmafoa, fell in with two Frerf.li incn-uf-war-brigs, the 
Fliscion and Yofligeur, 16 gnus, and 120 men each, vuPieu, tiler a piost (lcSllriic|ivc fire, roiitinued lor 
about twenty minutes, the Fiqnc being placed across the liaise of tfte Commodore, she was diicotly 
boarded by Lieiits. Wanl and Baker, and Mr. Thoinpsoii, and every inch of her decks was most ob- 
stinately defended, and the daughter on both sides clreadtul; but in abtiiit four luiuiitvs the culunis 
were hauled down. The other biig struck after a few more broadsides. It was impossible for two 
vessels tiflie uioi'C obstinately defended, every thing being cut to pieces, and nearly one lialf of their 
crews killed or wounded. The Fique hud 9 killed and 14 wuuuded. — 28. The Niube, J. W. lairing, 
at ten a.m. eliused three French frigates and a brig, standing out of L’Onent,:iud at ten i*.M. eaiiw up 
with and look possession of the stermnost, the national corvette I^e Nearqiie, of 10 guns, and 97 men. 

29. The Ueureux, 21, <>, Yoanghnsbainf, (Iiccward Island Station) in company with the Agamem- 
non, 64, Sir E. Herry, captured the Dame Ernotix, French privateer, of 10 long-sixes, (which she tlirc-w 
overboard in the chase)* and one 12-puunder, with 115 men. — 20. La Fiincesse Caroline di? 
Cranvillc, French, 0 guns, 33 men, taken by the Greyhoiiiiti revdhne eiittei, Jl. Wilkinson, in ilw* 
Ckauiicl. Diligciite, Freiieli brig, 10 giAis, 125 iiien, taken by the Repard sloop, 18, J. Coghlan. 

April 4. The Renounn4o, 38, T. Livingstone, captured fiom uinh*r Foil (J.illerles, the Spunish 
lAtioiial brig Ylgilante (since Spider), 18 guns, and 109 men. — 5. War declared between Crcat*'J)ri- 
lain and Frusda,— 6. The Fallas, 32, Lord Cochrane, having anchored close to the shoal oP Curdo. 
vjRi on the evening of the 5tli, the boats were dispatched into the (i-iroiine, under the command ^of 
the First-Lient. liaswell, acrompanitd by Sutbeiland, the master, Messrs. Ferkyiis, Crawtoid, ami 
lliompson, together with the quarter-inasb^s, and 4 nch of the seamen, the sijf'icaia', and marines, as 
were fortunate enough to find place in the boats. About 3 A.M. they boarded, carried, ami cut out, 
about twenty miles above tlie shoals, w'iibin two heavy battciies, Uie national corvette L:i Trapageuse, 
of 14 guns and P5 wen, whicli had the guard. At daylight, the tide of flocal running strong, ihc'y 
made sail : a gcner.il alarm was given ; a sloop-of-war followed, aiiiFan action contiiinod, otlcu within 
hail, till, by the s,Tme bravery by which the Trapagense was carried, the .vloup-of war, attcr an hour’s 
tiring, was obliged to sheer ofi, rniieli d.Ti]iagcd. Wliile Ibc Fallas was waiting at anchor for the 
return of the boats, three ships appeared in sight, bearing down upon liqi', and inakilig many signals, 
which were soon perceived to be eiicinics. The anchor was instantly ^eiglied, ami with tlie reinaim 
der of the crew, his Lord.sliip chased, drove on shore, and wrecked, one ngUonal 24-guti ship, one of 
22 guns, and La Malieieiise, a corvette of 18 guns: their ma.sls went by th^^ board, and they were 
involved in a sheet of spray. The warrant oilicers supplied the place of tha^e. commissioned, who 
were absent in the boats. Three seamen w'cre wounded.-— 8. L’lsle de France (French) brig, 9 
guns 72 men, t-iKcu by the Duncan, 38, Lord G. Stuart, in the J':. 48 t Indies.— 9. Vengador, Spanish, 
Schooner, 11 gnng, 82 ricn, taken by the Verginic, C. EllFacr, Cork Station.— 12. Argouauta, Spanish, 
12, taken by the Hydra, 38, O. Mn|idy, on the coast of Spain, r^jc Brava, Edmund Bogor, French, 
74, taken on 6tb Fif^i. 1806, foandert;d off the Western Islands, on passage from Jamaica ; crew saveil 
excepting 3r>— 10. L*lntrcpid«, French, 14 gnus, taken by the Hind, Revenue cutter, T. M. Allan, in 
the Channel. — 17.*’ The Sirius, 30, Capt. Prowse, bad an encounter with a formidable flotilla off the 
liber, consisting of one ship of 18 guns and 18p nicn,*oiic brig of 20 guns and 160 nvn, two brigs 
(corvettes) of 12 guns eac|ii and five heavy gun vessels. On closing with them just after sunset, they 
formed in compact order of battle. At seven a vigorons firing commenced from both sides, and 
continued at close qnailcra for two hours, wlicn the Commodore in the ship hailed " He had siirrcm- 
dcred.*’ His ^ pliant and determflied rcalstlta<;f, together with the dangers of the shore, and the 
cripided condition of the Blrius,— (the smoothness of the water admitting the enemy to use their guns 
with the greatest e^ect,)--^prevenfed lue remainder of the flotilla being pursued. The captured ship 
^ BofBerc, 18 guns and 180 men. The British had 1 officer, (tlie nephew of Capt. Prowse,) 
ends men killea, and 17 wranded.— 10. The boats of the Poin pee, under Lieut. Beaucroft, brought 
out a mercbaiit-vessel from Bcalvitra, although protected by a heavy fire of musketry. — 21. inie 
Heindecr, sloop, 10, 8. Pyffb, captured the French schooner privateer La Creole, plerce<l for 14 guns, 
but bgd only O mounted, bcsldc/'swivels, and 50 men. Rear-Admiral Sir W. S. Smith, aujconlii^ to 
orders f^m Vice-Admiral Cediingwood, assumed the command of the sifbadrou ft^Palermo, composed 

• Tlivsc ships Were the remainder of the French sqM.dron which had committed great depredation 
upon the British commerce in the Eastern world. i 

t Sec 26lh Marcli. ( 
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of lh£ 80, his (lag-ship, Capt. R. Dacros ; Exct'licnt, 74, F. Sotlieroii ; Athunlcnnc, 01, J. 

Oiffani i liitrrpifl, 04, Hon. R. Wodehousc ; Eagle, 74, Charles Rowley; anil Juno, 32, H. Richanl- 
son^ The PrAirh, then in possession of Maples, were besieging the strong foTtress of Caetaf which 
hud a long liniu^een preserved by tlic intrepidity and example of the Prince of llespe, the Covernor. 
After throwing xnto tlds fortress necessary snpplies, and oontidiiig to Capt. Kichanlsuu tlit? cxccntion 
of the naval part of sorties* to made, in co-operation with a part of the garrison, against tlie 
enemy, Sir S. Si^h proceeds oil Maples, in order to draw otf some of the attacking force to its 
defence, in winch he succeeded.! Sir Sidney then proceeded to dislodgJthe French from the Island 
of Capri, w'liicliFfrom its situation, piiotectiiig the coasting roinuiiiniejition southward, was a great 
object for the enriny ts) keep, and c<iiiseqncntty ont: to be wicbtcil from him. Capt. Rowley, of the 
lEagle, was directed to cover the lardiiie fit Marines and boats’ crews. Tliat ofheer placed his ship 
jndicionsly,^ ikt di4 ho open liis f?rc till she was seedVed, and liis distance inarkiwl by the effect of 
niuskctiy on jiis qnarter-dc%k, where the First- l.lenteiiaut, *James Crawloy, fell wonnded, and a sea- 
man was killed. An ^liotir’s firing from botli decks of the P<a;j;lc, with that of two Neapolitan inorlar- 
ImmIs, under Lieut. Rivera, drove the enemy from the viiu‘> .irds within their w'all«. The Marines 
were landed, and ^d by Capt. Jliince ; the IciAueii, tinder Lient. Morrell, of tlte Eagle, and Lieut. 
Redding of the PaiiipA*, inyiiuted tht^ stei)#, torsiicli wan llieir i-o.iil iieaiest to the iiarrpw pass, by 
wliivh alone they roiild ascend. Cayt. Ktaiinns, romiiiHiiding the Atheuienue’s Mai ines, pressing fur- 
wanl, gained the heights, and tlie PiTiich cominaiidaiit fetl l>y Ids lia^d. A capitulation lullowed, and 
the garrison were allow lol to inarch out and pass over to Maple®, with every honour of war, after the 
interment of Iheii biavc cofoinaiirler W'ltli due lespect. — 22. Princess of Peace, Spani:^, 14 gnns, 2.3 
men, taken by llie Loire, 40, F. L. Maitland, at sea. — *23. Sir ,S. .Smith obtaiiiiirj; intelligence that 
the enemy had two 3d-poiiU(1ers in :i small vf•^sl•l on the beach at Scalea, sent the Pompee's boats in 
for them ; hut tin* Fieiich frtjops were loo \V4*U posted iti the lll'u^es «,f the town for them to succeeil, 
w'ilhout the cover of the Poin[iec, wliicli accordiugl> s^iod in. A nu'ssage was sent to the inhabitants 
to withdraw, which being dune, a few of the Pompee’s lower d..a'k guns cleareil the town and iieigh- 
Ixiiiring idlls, while tlie laiincli, commanded by Lieut. Mouraylian, drove the Frencli from the gun®, 
and look possession of them and the castle, the funner of which, through extreme exeition, were 
fcjiivejed to tlie Poinpee, wifti twAty-two barrels of mivAler. — *25. Jjord Ilowick iiioveil for an 
increase I of pay to the M>vy. Two Butch giiu-boats ^ken by the Arclier gun-brig, W. Price, olf 

■» ■■■■ ; ' • ” 

* jl'iie projected aoitics from (laeta took place on May 13lb and lAtk in the iiiorning, in a manner 

to reliect tlie highest cnnlit on the part of the garrison and naval force eiuployctl.^ The 
, covering fire from the fleet was jndicious'jy directed by Capts. Richardson and Vicugna. Two batteries 
were taken, and the gnns sjiiked, with very iittie loss.^ The killed in taking Capri, and in the sorties 
of Oaeta, vver«-»9i\<]hicii. w * 

t The city was at the time illuiuiiiatcd on Joseph Biioiiaparlc’s proclaiitiing himself King ofilic Two 
Sicilies. It was in the power of the English Admiral to liavc disturbed ihrir festivity, but as the siif- 
ferers must have iK-en the inhabitants of Naples and imt tlie French troops, he humanely forlKire, and 
mad) for the Isle of (’apri. 

X Estimate of the increased ex|H*nse arising from the additional pay allowed to the officers and sea- 
^ men of Kis Majesty’s Fleet, between the .May and the 31st Dec. 1800. 


|To the Admirals of the Fleet .... 

To AdmiralH ... 

To Vice-Admirals • ...... 

ITo Rear-Ailinirals ...... 

To Captains in the command of ships of ^le 1,2, .3, 4, and 5th ratrsl 
To Captains ditto of the Otii rates, Fiicships, and Sloops of war . ' 

To Lieutenants of all rates .*• . . . . • . 

ITo (Miaplaiiis who perforin the duty of Schoolmaster, whoA! no > 
Schoolmaster Is borne . . . . . • y 

|To Boatswains, Giiiiiiers, Carpenters, and Pursers, while in actual I 
Commifision . . . . * . * . * . $ 

|To MastoFs Mates, Midshipmen, Sailinakers, Caulkers, Uope-i 
makers, Masiers-at-Arms, Clerks, Schoolmasters, Armonrprs, 
CarpenteFs Mates, Gunner’s Mates, Boatswain’s Mates, \po- | 
man of the Powder Room, Quarter-Mastcrsjt l^'oman of the 
Sheets, Coxswains, Qarter-MasteFs Mates, Quarter Ci^nners, j' I 
Carpenter’s crew. Trumpeters, Cynsiniths, Sailmakcr’s Mates, 
SafImakeFs crew, Ship’s Cor|iorals, Caulker's Mates, Armoiircr'iiA 
Mates, Stewards, avsl Cooks, in all rates • . * . . J 

[To Captains ofw the .Forecastle, Captains of the Tops, Captains ofJ* 
after Guard, and Captains of the Mast . . « ^ ) 

ITo able Seaintgp . . . - , • 

{To Ordinary Seutneu , f . . . . 

* • Total 


Per £. 5. d. 
Day ! 0 111 0 
Day '070 
Day [050 
Day 0 ^3 0 
Day ! 0 3 0 


£. 8. «I. 

1,831 1 8 


1 Day 4 0 4 0 1 

Il(>,000 10 3 

Day (010 

1 a 

1 Year j20 0 

• 

18,804 IG 3 

Moiiiii 

U 0 0 

4,080 0 0 

Month 

• 

0 5 0 

• 

53,328 3 4 

. • 

Month 

0 0 0 

18Ji03 0 0 

Month 

0 4 0 

62,540 0 4 

Monthj 

j 0 2 0 

*20,274 14 8 

103,158 2 4 
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‘l« S«nei«re« Frcnchi IQ Rnnsp 40 ibm, Uiktfn by the ]lebaffl(6. V.) It, (># 

' 8bj|0bMoa< GncrJiwy Bmi 1« FloiiteiTe, Vrooch, Itiflger, 16 kom^ B» «cn^ taken by the Mineova. 06, 
G^'lU bpttter, «ff Cape Flatetemu-^r. Cet Amis, French, letter of marque, 4 quas,^ m^itittkon * 
by the AetieOB, 38» R. H. Mowbniy, at 868.^38. The Hydra, as, G. Muody. aftw a chaw ef'oaO' ' 
inUee*<jbt*tiit* 94 dCB>Q min. N. and Long* 0 deg. 90 min, W. oaptored the Spaniah lAtioBal schonnek 
ArgopiantavdeMined (br Buenos Ayreewiih dispatelies.— tO. Thg trial of Laid Melvilley impeached 
by (he House of Commepa, commctioed* in Westminster llalU * ' 

Hey 1. Le Pandoor, FiQneli corvette, 16, taken by llear>Adiitiral Stcriing*s aquad^n, N* Let 47 
deg. 17 min. Long. 7 deg. ,10 min. W. Irish Station. — 2. vCapt. J.*Hell>ar, ciptiircil tlie 

Spanish national sclmoner £1 Virgin del Connen from Algesiras, bound to La fSnira tritb dlspatehen. 
^-4. The boats ot tbe Benonande, Gapt. Kir T. Livingstdoi^nd Nautilus, 18, under the direetkmrofi 
Lieqt* Sir W. Parkcri of the Ainner vessel, gklUntly boanled; carried, and brooflit ottr,/ioin undee ' 
the fire of the gen» of the town and towdr of Vlejat and al<io that of uioA! than 100 nf\iishctoera, die 
Spaniah natknwd schooner Oiganta, 0 guns end 36 men ; 7 men wate woundhd.— 9* La Cubana, • 
Spanish, row boat, 1 swivel, 14 men, taken by the £Ut, sloop, 18, W. F. Wise, Jamaica station.— 6. 
Nostra Kenomde loa Dolores, or lia Keparadora, S|£iiftih, sliip, 80 giioa, 819 mcA, taken by the Adi^ 
niant, 90, Jr SHles, oft tbe Cape of Good Hope.— 10. Tie Fimh trade^baviSg been kept of late in • 
port, in a great measure by their knowleilgc of the exact situatipn of tlie British crotsers, eomrtantfy 
announced at the signal*) osts, CJppt. Loid Cochrane, of the PaUas, S‘2, endea«*oiiriNl to stop this pme* ' 
tiee, by caosiiig to be deinotished the two posts at La Pednto dc ia SLoehe, end that of Caliola, and 
two In L'Antt de Ri^pes, one of which Lieut. Haswell and Mr. Hillier,* gunner, took in a neat style’ 
fiom upward of one huntlriHl militia. The Bags were brought oA, and the hooses bmlt by the 
Governiurnt bnmt to the gronmi. On the 0th, Lieut. Notion of the Frisk cutter, ami Lieut. Gregory 
of the Contest gun brig, 14, volunteered to Aank the battery on Point (PBqiiillon, while an attack 
was made upon it by land In the rear; but it ^as carried at oiicc, and one man of the fifty who wt-iw 
statleneil tis the 3G pounders was made prisouer; the rest escaped. The battery ws, laid in rnltis, 
gups spiked, carriages burnt, bpirack and magaxine blown up, and all the shells thrown into the sen. 
The signal post of i/£quiilon, togethir with the house, shared the fate oMhe gnn.carilages. A convoy 
got iuto the river beyond reach. Third’ ttf the British were *5lightl)^* wounded. — 14. Mr. Jeffiey 
broug)it forwsnl charges in the House of Commons against Karl 8t. Viucept : he proposed rwcnty^biir 
resolutions, which he moved to refer to a Committee of the whole House; twenty two of tbe lesolq* 
ifioiis contained the statements and allegations from which the charges in the two last wen* dedneed ; 
ami i^ae were, that during the time Loid Kt. \ lucent pit sided at tbe Admiralty, the Royal ]Aevy> ^ 
svas not maintained in a coin)iUtc and efficient state,'* and (hat ** he was gnijty of great negligence, >*, 
iniaeondact, and dereliction of duty, in the ofli^ of First Lonl of the Admiralty.** This moHon being ** 
negatived, Mr. Fox moved ** 'Jhat it appeals to the Horse that the copihict ot tbeiEaibot St. Vincent 
in bif late naval administration, has added an additimial lustre to bis exalted rhaiavtei, and is ciititiert 
to the approbation of the Hunse;** and this resolution was carriial without a divLiou. General 
reprisals Vtire ordered by the British Government against the sliips, ftoods, and subjects of the King' 
of Prussia, in eonsrqncnce ot the hostile meauiies adopted by him.* Capt. latni Cochrane^ Jielng' 
c]oip«lo thh L*Ibled*Ai\, reconooitriug (be l^’sench squadion, discovered .i frigate, and tiirTe diKga; •• 
under sail. The Pallas remained under topsails by tlw wind to await them i at taalfipkiBt ^ * 
«leypa*sivari firing commvnced. Iho tuain-iopsalLyard of one of the brigs was rut through, anditlw'i * 
frigiU Iqpt her oftersidlw The batteries on 1/isle d*Aix opened on the FUlas, and a caunoaiide ehh** 
tinned, iuterruptod on her pait only hy the necessity she w.is under to make various tarks to avoid' • 
tlie shoals, till om o'clock, when her endeavour to gain the wind ot the enemy, and get between him 
aud (he batteries', proved saccessful. An otfectiial distanre was now rlinM'ii ; a few broadsides were 
ponied In; the eneinv's fire sUckened. 1 ordered ours to cease, aud directed Mr. Sutlierland, Hie 
master, to ran the fngaite on ttoard, with the intentlott effbetually to prevent her retreat by boawflng. " 
The.eBciny*8 skte tlinm guns buck into the ports; the 4bolc were then disebargvil ; the efteitPirfuf 
crash were dreadAiL The decks were deserted. Three pistol riiotSfteere the unequal retard. lh3tH 
confideiKe I say tliat tK’e frigate was lost to France, hart net the vnequal collision (ore away our fteeJ ' * 
top mast, Jib bAHn, fore and inain.sail, top*Miil yards, sprilsail yard, bumpkin, eathcMl, chain phiteli^*'*’ 
fore-rigging, fore-sail, and bower andior, with which last I intended to hook on, but all proved iMsMn^ ' 
elent Bbe was yet lost to France, had not the Fmich AiVmiral seeing fcis frigate's foreqraM 
her rigging mined, awl the dekgev she was in, sent two others to her assistance. The Pailaa bOluF'lt' ^ 
wreak, we toame out with What little sail could be set; and tbe Kingfisher sloop aiterwards tdohwwlw' i 
low/^—Dit PATCH. The Pallaa lost J fcllhd and 9 wemuded.— 19. La Aimable Theresa,' Bpanlabp -b 
S gmte, 18 own, taken by the Cerbems, 82, §#lby, Jdhialba nation.— 10. Governmeno dMltfreir''*f 
the eoartf rivers, and porti Horn the BM to the pM'Of Btvstr'btithliieliitlve, to be ta'avtddetvr^ 
bloehMte.(i Moebo Foft|pa9e brig, 10 gad», lilkfi/>Je*1l4Ht,*««plnned the VrcMh prttwteeP lite'b 

- • „> ..'t < * , • 1 , • *f ,ii 

v/.i'. . ,t- * t b' >'• *» j ^ ,, , 

TiwbAete'Or PaklitaMtXreiie ffteewtedf qwMndt bs poriaaBte •ed a rwonnnendai(ioihfinm,4hofKlniii -i- 
to .enipiweu the OeveMow of’HneeniridtenDipitelVdnQ'Hif^'MOrictoffi/afilha/t'lieat aqHhragbniMi/ tiSiTr 
incmaas llto,alloitainM tooiibpteisloaierB'ef GrecSiVrldr/iiwpiinL'aad fbigraaejptttdaiioto oMytaHiaiiptRi 
and disabled officers not prosUleii fpr In' (iwFiiospital^ addttikn .tet dtefBodieU p0,unyMiffij^b otiw 
* On Hie sixteenth day of the trial sentence was pronounced. Sec Idlh of^ine. 
t See October 21st and ffitml. n 

I This was to Aoiinteraet the new anil cxlraardinary means revirteU to by the enemy for the pnrpo«e 
of dislrpiilng British remmcrcc. * 
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Liini, 2 guns and 47 men. — 18. The' Reynard, sloop, 18, J.’Coghlnn, after a chase of dl hours, en. 
tured Id Lat. 20llog. 38 min. N., Long. 88 degi-W. the Vrench national brig" DiUgente, (slnee Wolf/)’* 
of 10 cans and 125 men, with dispatches ftona France, which were thriown overboard*- -ftran^'logd 
BeitcSlo, Freodl, 7 guns, IVI men, taken by the Fortnnee, 30. H; Ynnsittart, Jamaica station:^— ’ 
The French natlcnal schooner I/Imperiale, 3 guns, small arms,, and 09 meri. after a partial action' ' 
with the Duke oAlentresc packet, surrendered to the Cygnet, sloop, H. B. Campbell, LeewaM Island 
Btatioik At the same time, the Wasp^ sloop, 18. B. S. Blnett, captured the Napoleon, privateer, (late 
His Majesty’s catte^oroinii-a,) Lieut. Fetor, 14, carried Into Gnadftlonpe by the crew, who motinled 
in absence of lltcir commander. Aftcrw.*irds sent on a ernise, and retailen by Wasp, sloop, B. S, 
Bluett. % ’ ' « 

June 3. The Morno Rorttint^c (See 10th May) drove on shore, and destroyed, near Cape Engannit, 
t^e Spanish letter of marqne schooner L^d^nfable Jcnetle, 2 guns amt 20 mcn.~5. The boats 6f the - 
Apollo, 38, K. Fello«ves, McilltcrraimHii^ station, succeedM in bringing ont from under the batteries, 
where she had on shore, 3 Frt'iich brig, laden dfilh 0 brads M-pontider guns, carriages, and allot. 
Le Praapero, French, logger, 14 guns, 40 inon, taken by the Vestal, 23, S. T. DIgby, in the Channel. " 
— 9. l/Observateur, French, 18, taken hy llie Tartar, 32, B. Hawker, West lndies.—12. The Lord 
Chancellor informed Lbrd Melville, ** That tlie lAitBs hml fnlly considered of his case, and had fhhnd 
him not guilty ot hijh erfines misdeLcanSnrs charged uii Itiiu by the impeachment of the House 
of Commons.**—! 3. La Henriette, Fjench, ship, 20 guns, 121 men, taken by the Fowerftil, 74, fi. 
Pamplen, East Indies. — 18. The Morne Fortniu>e, 10, Lieut. Brown ^ Leeward Islands station, cap- 
tured the French schoonrr privateer Hope, 4 guns and 41 men. — 23. Llcnt. Mnlcaster, of the 
Minerva, 30, Cupt. C*. R. Collier, was dispatched with two boats belonging to th.it s^ilp to scour 
Finiatcrrc Bay. They returned with ftvc Spanish luggers and a chasse niar^c, mostly laden with 
wine. Bat as these vessels were under a fort, mounting ci^^ht guns, it was necessary to carry that 
fort, which was done in a most gallant manner by the bayonet and pike, before the guard had either 
time to raise the drawbridge or discharge a gun. — ^25. Joseph, Spanish, 2 guns, 31) men, taken by 

the Fort Mahon, 18, Samuel Cliainbers, Jamaica station.— 20. The boats of the Port Mahon, brig, 
13, 8« Chambers, cut out from the heavy fire of a battery to which slip was moored in the Port of 
Banes, the Spanish letter of manioc St. Joseph, armed with 7 guns, swivels, and musketry, ahd .10 
men.— 28. Buenos Ayres surr^lerof* to the Und and se^ ibrees tinder MitjonGen. Beresford and 
Commodore Sir Home Popha'p.t The ComiiioiJoi'v, after surmounting a)) the ditfimities In his pits- > 
grm np the river, arising from the shoalness of the water, adverse winds and currents, continual 
and great iiiaccnracica of the charts, anchored in the afti’riioon of the 29lh, ofT Point QiieTiney A 
Ponicl^ln, about twelve miles from Buenos Ayres. The army was lamled without oppodtion, conjiist- 
ing of « detachment of troops from the ^ape and ft'Oin St. Helena, with a battalion, under Capt. 
king, of the Diadem, O-i, composed of the Marines of tlijp iqiiaflron, nugiiirnted with the addition of 
some seamen, aiM thre compatigs of the Royal Bines. Ihc operations were few and decisive.- The 
firiliah army amounted Co 1031 officers and men, andibe loss w.'ts very irining. Prixe money to the 
amount of 1,201, .123 dollars was taken, 1,080,208 of which was embarked on board tbe Narcissus for 
England ; thp rcrnainflcr being reserved tor tbe exigencies of the service. Tlie merchandixe ih tbe 
Kipgta^nd Phillipinc Comp.’inyS stores, with the little that was retained of floating property, w'aa 
valued at between 2 and 3,000,000 dollars. The coasting vessels in the river, 100 in iiiimbev, Sup- 
posed with theu* cargoes to amount to 100,600,000 dollars, were restored ti> the proprleters. Tbe 
squadron emp!by<!d was the Diadem, 04, Commander Sir H. Pophain, Capt. W. King; Nareimns, 
32, Boss Donally ; Raisonable, 04, J. Rowley ; Diomede, iio, Hugh Doiiniuan ; Encounter (gun.' 
brig) 14. 

* Buenos Ayres was recaptured Aug. 12th following, and Major- Gen. Beresford, with the foroea ■ 
under; hif) command, after a gallant defence, made prisoners of war.— Sec Military Annals of tlds year^ 

t.Bir Home was originally appointed to tfic Diadem, in Dee. 1804, for tlie ^urpeue of oo-opemting' ' 
with.. Gen., Meranda to the extent taking advantage of any of Vis proceedings which may not tend to 

our idtoining a position on the conUaent of South America favpiirable to the t.Wdo of ibis country; 
but ho had been afterwards given distinctly to understand, Hint from defcroncc to Riusid, all projects 
of thot netnie had been for the present abandoned ; and when sent to reduce the Cape, no instraction, 
tiiryrt or Im^letl, public, or omfidential, had been ^glven him, which could authorise his leaving that 
Cblo&» 3 lbd em^oylug the force under bis command in any service iino?iut^cted with Its conquest or 
pnAetwatloD* Gertaiu information, however, which he received soon after the capture of the Cape, 
dclpimlnqd him ■ to carry off the whole of the naval fbree at tbcjCapc, and attempt with it some w- - 
pl(StA 3 -thi 9 Rio Plata ; and having persnaded Sir D^Blird to aim Mm a amaU body of troops tinder: 

Beresfosdf to cOfOfiecato iv any enterprise shisr sl^ld attempt; In ^qailed ftoovthe Cape ' 
alKiRl UabteMdleiof April, leaving Ihtt •etttimenb'7HthoihsAn?hrmpd^veB»4;to pnateet^t .flfbniilitinib ' 
He first proceeded to St. Helena, wberd* he bad the address to prornFH|ft;om the G^rnor a ?mallj||s 
Inforceinent to his little army, sindlhence steered for the Rio Ffata. Wnen IntdRieniee reined Uovern- 
meM'OfiUswnaiiltoriBafdepartnreflromtha Ofpeand medftatod in«nBQD<ef^So«ihiArfteif4cv,'9rd«rd 
were iMnSy^dlbpatcliA to leeall him hornet nnd put a stop tpdds expedition, llteabonlara were too 
liite4o>9MvehtUacnjtarprlnt and when the dews oC his lat^si ahrived, the strong tdijJeetloiM to bta 
plaa wtie drowned the anlfnriM joy rit the fortniate restlt or Us opctotions. 
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MARttlAGES, AND DEATHS. 


B*IRTHS. 

June !i3n]. At Ry'c, the Lady vf Capt. C. 
lioejk, R.N. of a son. 

June SOlli. '''he Lady of Coniiiiander Alexander 
M*Konovhlef U.N. of a so§. 

Dublin, the I^ady of Capt. l*oynlz, 30th 
|8«%«Kinicnt, of a aon. 

July 4lh. At Soiitlisea, tlie Litdy of Coniinandur 
' Allen F. Gardiner, U.N. of a daii(;htoi'. a 

At Lymingtou, the Lady of Capt. G. Rooke,* 
R.'N. of a daughter. 

July 5th. At Hath, the Lady of Capt. Per^ival 
Lewhi, H. P. SOth Foot, of a son. a 

At Peiitiian, near St. Austell, the Lady of Lieut. 

F. Price, U.N. of a daughter. 

At Palmnntli, the fiady of IJcut. Church, of the 
Zeph> r packet, of a son? . * 

At Truro, the Lady of Lieut. Came, R.N. of a 
son. ^ 

July 8th. In London, the Lady of Assistant' 
Surgeon John Rowling, Scots Fuhileer Guards, of 
a son. 

July 10th. In TiOiidoii, the Lady of Capt. 

V. Isle, R.N. of a daughter. 

July lOth. At Chclteiihanf, the Lady of Major 
Huberts, Bombay Army, of a danghtert 

The Ijady of Lieut. Sidley, 11. N. of a adh. 

July 14ih. At Sbortgrove Hall, the seat of 
ft Siif Jtdin St. Anbin, Bart, the liady of Lieut- 
Colonel Knollys, of the Scutch Fnsiicer Guards, 
of a*soii, which survived its birth but a few hours. 

July 10th. The Lady of the Uon. Capt. Bridge* 
nnii, R.N. of a son. * 

' July 20th. At Portsmouth, the Imdy of Caffk. 
Hgirison, R. M. A. of .*i daughter. 

MARRIED. 

June Oth. At Kennington Cliurcli, Alfl'cd Tom- 
liii 9 ,.B 9 !q. H.C.S. to Sophia, eldest daughter of 
Ueut. Hiram Fraser, ILN. 

At Parisa by special licence, at the hotel of hia 
Excellency the British Aiiibassador,. Lieut. E. H. 
Finney, of the O'ind Regiment, to Eliza, dsugliter 
of the Rev. Professor Iiee, Prebend of Bristol, 
Vicar of Bai^vell, ipid Chaplain to the Right Hon. 
the Earl of Munster. 

June 30tb. At Jiinfpcr Bank, near Thurso, 
Lieut. George Paton, H. P. late Capf^Regimeiii, 
to Miss SibeUa M*l^r, ehlcsl daughfer of Rode- 
lick M*lver, Esq. CpUcctor of Customs, Thurso. 

Jane 30th. At Stonehouac Chapel, Lieut. J. 
Cornish, R.N. to Emily, youngest daughter of tlie ” 
late A. Uxborne, Esq. Pnrftf R.N. 

At liymington, Lient.'CQloiiel Hughes, of the 
]||oipbay Army, and nephew of th-; late 
Hughes, R. M. to Eliza Luther, youngest daughter** 
ot John, Taylor, Kaq. MJ). late Phydeifn to His ^ 
laresentMqjesty. . • •• • 

l::iqy 2nd. At St. Andrew’s Q^rch, Plymontb» 
lia)or Henry Semple, of the 35th Foot, to Amelia 
Eimna, daughter of Capt. T. S.earle, R.N. G.B. 

Jolyliid. At Nnnt Cn»e'Cbai|^Ji, Ideut WJI> 
Barn Johnston, half-pay 51st Light Infsptry, eldest 
son of the Rev* If. Johnston, of Malhcrry, eonuty 
of DubHn, to Sarah >lane, youngest dangliter of 
Uie laic William Mills, Esq. of Cqtdoxlown, 


county Kildare, and grand-dangtitcr of Sir John 
Dillon, Bart. V 

July Stii. At Christ Chiircli,*Cork, Capt. Dun- 
can M‘iMi0^son. Esq. 27th JleginM:nt of Foot, to 
Jessie, daughU.** of Capt. it'icle'iii, of the same 
Regiment. ^ 

At Cphlll, Major William ^iudlcy, Hofl. E, I. 
Coinpan^*B service, to Mtry Anne, eldest daugliter 
of llee^ Hsq)c, Esq. of W'ells. ^ 

At Campbeltown. Lieut. HI. Stusni, 28th Kegi- 
ineiit, to Harriet, dlughtqj[ of ihu«-late Capt. John 
Caiiipbcll, of II. M. Revenue cruiser. Prince of 
IJ^ales. 

July 7|<h. In f‘!dinbi|rgn, Capt. William Os- 
boi^e, of the 7llt Light InfadVry, to Helen Stuart, 
eldest danChter of John Hamilton Colt, of Gart- 
skerrie, E8t|, 

July 11th. At St. Pdneras New Church, Lieut. 
C. K. Scutr, R.N. to IVancc^ Alsop, daughter of 
R. Scott, Ksq. of Mill Hill, Hendon. 

July 20th. At St. Mary’s, Bryanstone-sqitarc, 
Capt. Bathurst, of the Scotch Fiisileer Guards, to 
Eitiily, youngest daughter of H. Villebois, Esq. 
of Gloiicester-place, and Marbain House, Norfolk. 

At Jersey, Capt. C. Frankly n, of the 84th 
llegiincnt^to EiqVy H. Torrens, youngest dangli- 
tcr of the late Lieiit.-Culoiiel Pophain. 

At Kiltromcr Chf.rch, Capt. lllrhanl Manus, of 
the 54th Foot, to Letitia, daughter of Abralic.iii 
Sandys, Esq. of Clicsterfleld, county Galway- 

July 20th. At George’s Chinch, Dublin, Com. 
maiidef Samuel Price, R.N. eldest son of liar- 
rington Price, Ksq. of West House, Biighton, 
sfhd nephew to '^iie Ear) o^tranunurc, to Doro- 
thea Grace, eldest daughter of Hugh Kennedy, 
Esq. of Caltea, In the county of Down. 

July 23rd. A^ Kingston Clinich,*by the Rev, 
J. V. Stewart, Lfcut. J. A. W. Hill, U.N.t.o Mrs. 
Ileslop, widow of the late Capt. Heslup, GOtli 
Regiment, and daughter of Jacq> Owen, Esq. 
Land port. 

DEATHS. 

June Oth. At Newbury, Berks. LwuL-Geu. 
Cockell. 

l^IKUVK.N/iNT'COl.ONXLS. 

Die. 1.3Ui, 1830. At Keitah, Bengal, Maxwell; 
East Imlla CoiM>any’8 Service. 

June 15tb, 1831. At Paris, U’Hara, h. p. Clan- 
alpine Feucibks. 

MAJORS. 

• 8ep|. 15tb, 18.30. At Ramrad, Rort Gc^Rge, 
Mnngo Campbell, East India Company’s Servlet. 

May 3l5t, 1831. At Ciiathaiu, Bentley, 10th 
Foot. 


Feb. 18th, 4830. Dk Gordon,* 7th Royal Vete- 
nary Batt|llons. 

Feb. 28th, 1831. Pemble,'late Royal Invlu- 
dkles. 

May ITth. Stevenson, -late Poyal InvincibWs. 

May 24th. At Camplehay, Tavlsjock, Kelly, 
h. p. 51st Foot. 

• LlIUtXIIAIfTS,. 

Trydel), 55th FooL 

Sept SSth, 1838. St. Hippolyte,h.>. Wth FooL 
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Jan. l5Ui%ts‘3^ J. Cameron, late Gtli Royal 

Jan. Luby» h. p. Provisional Battalion Militia. 
April luth. AtjChcbiua, Nichoils, late 0th Royal 
VeU^ran Battalion. 

April 20th. Tlionmsonji. p. F<At. 

May 10th. SehnMts, li. p. 4tn line German 
Legion. . f 

May 18th. Haima, li. p. 56ih Font. 

,Junc 2n(l. E. CnincrAi, h. p. ICZikI Foot. ^ 

'June 11th. M'CuUough, late 1st It^p) ^Neteran 
Battalion. • • 

June 81st. At Si. Clears, Scott, h. p. 103txl 
Foot. 

COIINBTS^NII KNSIONS. , ^ 

Sept. 1828. Rose. h. p. lAtli ^oot. • . 

March Otfa, 1831.* Lawson,* late Rmal Invin. 
ciblcs. • 

April 30th. H<‘>laiit1, p. lOtii Fmit. 

May 1st. Noruiaii, late 2iid Royal Veteran 
Battalion. 

Ma> 2ii(1. Crozler, li. p. 8!l li Foot, Gretnialig, 
near Caledon. 

May 10th. Bullock, h. p. Royal Wa^Kon Train. 
May 2'Jth. At Bruir, lieland, Snthoiluiitt, CtOth 
Foot, killed by a fall from his horse. 

June Till. Quarter-Master Moiintfuid, h. p. 2*20(1 
llratfooiis. ■’> , 

SKDICAf^ DmitTMBNT. 

a 

.pec. 27lh, 1830. At Mauritius, Deputy Fur* 
VC} or^ White, h. p. 

* In the East Indies, Stephen Fisher, F.8ql Purser 
of II. M. S. Sonthanwtoii. 

March 19th, 1831. *^On his pa^bage from Botn- 
bay to the Cape of Good Hope, whither he was 
going for tliu benefit of his health. Major John 
Hawkins, V.R.S. lion. East^ndia Goiiipan}'s 
Kngiiifers. 

June 27th. At Newport, Isle of Wight, Lieut— 
Colonel Robcir Anwtl, late of the 4th Pout. He 
was appointed Ensign in that regiment in 1708, 
and accompanied it to Holland with the army 
under the Duke of York in 1709, when he was 
slightly wounded on tlie attack on the enemy's 
riglit at Znyder Zee. He anerwards served with 
tlie 4th at Walchercn in 1809; at Gibraltar and 
Cents lA 1810; at Tories Vedras and the aMiir at 
Barba del Puerco in 1811; al-dliv storming of 
jBadaJoa, <wherc he was severely wounded ;) at 
the battle of Salamanca, at the siege of the Castle 
of Burgos, and in the atfair at Villa Mariel in 
1813; in ^ battle of Yittoria, the storming o( 
St. Sebastian, tlie passage of the BidassM, and 
the action at Btdarl fa 1813 ; and at the invest, 
ment of Bayonne in 1814, where ho acted as 
Aulstant-A^jutant-Gcncral to the left wing of die 
army under Gen. Colville. He then accompanied * 
Mif^or-Gen. Robinson to Canada as Brigade.* 
Mujnr, and commanded the light troops of his 
brigade on the movement against Plattsburg, on 
which occasion he drwe in the American pictets 
with great galfafttry.i He rejoined the 4th in 
France; and was there during the three years' 
occupation, and anHwaitls fj^ilowed it jjp the West 
Indies, where he remained till its return in 1820, 
when he purchased an imattached LieutcnaulpCo- 
bmelcy. He was appointed in nut to. the. com. 
maod of the V6th, which he joined at*MaUa, Ipit . 
the climate of the West Indies bad so materiallir 


impaired his health as to compel him ♦»>* resign it 
in 1830 and return to England. He washojoured 
with a medal fur his disiiiigiiiKlinl conduct at St. 
Sebastian. His frank and oblii^iug d^pottf*'on, 
joined witii his urbanity of niaiiuvis ajid convivial 
qualities, will lyng endear his tiicuioi^ 'to his nu- 
merous friends. Uc >hss left a widow and two 
children. 

JiiiK* 30Hi. At Cathdeii Town, Retired Goii)- 
man-ler John Warrall, II .N. aged 00. 

Ay his seal Merton Abbey, Surrey, Rear- 
^ Admiral Va:ic Smith, in the 70th year of his age. 
He eiih'rrd tlie service in 1700, and was for some 
time on bo-trd the Grenville, a brig eumrnanded 
by the celebrated Capt. Cook, tlien employed as 
Marine Surveyor ot Newfoundland. He after- 
w-jrds at'cnmpaiiied him in the Kndi^vour on a 
voyage to the Soiitii Sea. He was posted 1st of 
Dec. 1787, and siifiseqiicntly coniiuaiidf'd tlie Per- 
severance. 30, in which bo served for .wvcral years 
on the East India Station, to whieliAe had piM- 
ceeded with Commodore Cornwallis in 178:>. Hu 
obtained the siiiiuranunalioii of Rear-Admiral at 
the promotion of Flag otiicers in 1807. 

19 London, Capt. Cumniius, Retired Royal 
Marines. 

July Oih. At Pfospcct, near Salisbury, Rc» 
tired Conpnander A. Hitpimau, R.N. 

Jiily..‘«tli. Capt. George Argles, R.N. 

July l*2tli. At Ciicltcnhain, aged 83, General 
Sir Charles Green, Bait. Colonel of tlie 47tii 
Regiment. He was appointed Gentlcnuin Cadet 
in the Royal Regiment of Artillery iiioMay 
1760; and Ensign in the 3lBt Rs'giiiieut, lOtli 
of August 1703— lie Joined bis regiment at Pen* 
sacola, in >Vest*Florida, in 1700; and was em- 
ployed in 17(i8, by Brig..Gcn. Ilaldiinand, on a 
particular service to New* Orleans and the N'atrhes 
on the Mississipi. In 1796 he romoied w'itli the 
regiment to Saint Aiigusiinr in East Florida, and 
in the same year obtained his Lieutenancy, lie 
was employed as an ^.ugincer undur Brig-Gen. 
Ilaldiinand, and detached W'ith his company to 
New* Providence in the Bahama Islands, in 1771 ; 
rejoined the 31si in the latter end of 1772, at the 
Island of St. Virtci'iit, and served in the rniiipaign 
against the revolted Cliaiibs: that service being 
completed, he ictnrned with the regiment to F.n 2 ;- 
land in May 1773; was.appoiuted Adjutant Slst 
of July following, punliased the Captain-Llcu. 
tenancy ill November 177*; and succeeded to a 
company February 1775. He gmbarked with 
his regiment in February 1S7A for Canada, was 
present «t the action of Trois Rivieres on the 8tlj 
of June' 1770; and^ crossed Lake Champlain to 
Crown Point with tffc army, in October of that 
year. On the opening of the campaign of 1777, 
li# was ap^intcd Aldc-de-Camp to Major-Gcn. 
Philips, second in command of the expedition 
imder tifb oi^eraorGyn. Bnrgoyne; add was pre- 
sent at the reduction of Moftnt Independence and 
Ticonckroga, anlrat the actionof Frepntan'sallkriii 
on the 10th of September 1777, was wounded 
while delivertag a message ffoni Major-Gen. 
Phlllips^o Lldlit.-Gen. Bnrgoyne. On the termi- 
nation of that campaign, being includyd in the 
convention of Saratoga, he attended Midor-tieit. 
Phillips to Cambridge, near Boston, where he 
remained until March 1778, and was then ex- 
changed and %cut to England. Appointed Aide- . 
de-Camp to l^eut. Geu. Sir Adolphus Ougliton, 
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ChimMnmlW-fti’Cblef Ui North NrfUiu; that tSe- 
ae^l Hying In 1t80»Chpt: Green rejoined the 31sC 
KegiiAent In Canada, and was appointed M^or of 
ISrlghde th^ Montreal division In May 1781. 
Oil' the et^hialon of the war, he was included 
l4**thd''Brefet Of Majors, dated loth of March 
lT89';'Hiid pnrthaaed the of 'the Statin 

Fid>iliai 7 1786. On the breaking out of the war 
te 1108, he being then neaiiy at the Ulad of the 
list of M^lora of the Army, was appointed Lieut.. 
Cohniel df one of the batlalions formed froit*-, tho 
Independent Coinpanlea; from whldir he ex- 
changed in 1784 to the 30th Regiment, and pro- 
cOedefl in command of the lorpi to Corsica in 
May of that year. Towarda the cloae of 1704, he 
was appointed Inspector General of the Corsican 
corps, raised ft>r the British service, but on the 
30t1i Regiment being orrlered to England in 1706, 
he resigned, his office in Corsica^ In 1796 he was 
appoint^ Civil Governor of Grenada; In 1707' he 
was'proinott^t to the rank of Colonel, and in 1708 
appointed Btig.*GenenL In 1801, his sight being 
much Injured by the climate, be received pennia. 
slota to return tO England for the benefit of advice. 
0» the commencement of the war in 1803, he Vas 
appotbted Bi1g.-General on the Staff in Ireland, 
and comtnaiided in the Coantit:s of Tipperary and 
KHkenny; he Was promoted to MajorG^neral in 
lOOff,' removed m the Staff in* England, Aid ap- 
imhaleff lu cOBimaad at Dover and Deal. In 
^January 1804, he was appointed Colonel of tlic' 
Irish Light ' liifantry 'Volunteers; and ordered to 
Barbadotistotake the temporary command of the 
troops ow-the Leeward Islands, in consequence of 
the death of Oen. Griufteld ; be arrived at Kar- 
badoes in March, and in conformity to Instruc- 
tibnr received previous to Ida leaving England, 
sailed in April in command of an expedition 
agahiet the Dutch Settlement of Surinam. The 
Dutch Governor having rclbsed to capitulate, ac- 
tive operations were commencetl, and with ’such 
success, that ou the 4th of May tlic Colony sur- 
rendered to His Majesty’s arms. MiOor-Gen. 
Green amiimed the Civil Government of Surinam, 
and the command of the troops on tlie Coast of 
Guiana, and continued in it till May 1805, when, 
on account of illAealtfa, he returned to Europe ; 
800 * after hlr arrival he vfas created a Baronet. 
Ifl' May 1897, he was to take the command 

of tho garrison of Malta, wfiere he remained till 
May 1808, when, on a^unt of impair^ health, 
he Was allowedctp resign die cominana. In An- 
gost of the latter yeare!n!'Wai8 removed to the loth 
Foot; promoted to LicaL-General in 1809; placed 
on the Staff, dnd apMbtcM ,to the command of 
the Northern District in 1812 ; he was removed to 
th»1iendon'DlB(rlbt in the following year ; in 1814 
appointed Colonel of the 37tb Rcgiiffient ; and ki 
1816 peoilioled 'to the rank of General. 

duly IMS; < At Stj ftell|ir, ler^, 

Alexander Mackenale. fie waa ufipointcd Rb- 
OgMUM rxH, doW riWl Fhot.Nh mO; eerv^,, 
at Gibraltar tfaring'Hin WbMe oCfhe'slegef and lir 
hononraMy nMiftinned' Drtn1cw44e'r*r' Glb- 
ralter.** After the leduction of theM^bittMtoa^ 
he Joined the lit in the East Indies. In 1787 he 
was appointed Uentenant in the Sfith Regiment, 
and in 1797 Captain. He served eleven years In 
the East Indlea, and returned with ttie corps to 


Europe, and accompanied It to t1i«/^C<Mst of 
France, Mediterranean, Ac. Duiisg sevenlycan 
he commanded tiic grenadiers, apd wfs constaii^y. 
present xyltb his , company. 1*^ 18p4 a second 
battalion being added to tbo rcf^mei^ 
Mackenale ’^is proinolml to » Majority 1 a^icYr. 
month's tbe battalion 'was cl^plfted to Rs csta- 
bllshment, when the whole the men wero 
transferred to fill up the r^ks of the 1st battiHon: 
By (Ire exertions of the officers, tbe 2nd battaBon^, 
was a^r. completed, and ig 1807. proceeded to. 
Jersey, from wliencn a draught of men were 
ordered to join the lat bafalion- oSder orden Air 
embarkation at Cork. On this occasion, Major 
M'*.ckenxic offered Ills service, to supply the pbif9\ 
of Ci'loiicl^arrock,' M^iiof tbttil'sjt baftaHpn^ then, 
on the Staff in ScotlamL,^ On the arAvpl 
loircl Danrcfek in P^gal, Major MackcnRic,Yra» 
obliged to return to Us duty with the 2nit battalion. 
Colonel Darrock being s^n after appointed Assist.- 
Qnarter-MasL-Gen. lu Portugal, Mi^or Mackenzie 
lost no time in again soliciting another employ,, 
and obtained permission to do dnty with the 1st 
battalion; he accompanied it to VValchereii, where 
be was dangerously wounded. In December 1810, 
be was appointed Licnt<^olonel in the York Liglit 
Infkntry Volunteers ; and in 1811 proceeded to 
the West li'‘jJics,*Vrherc he continued to serve 
(Hi 1817, when the. regiment was ordered home 
and disbanded. He deceived tlie brevet of Colonel 
121b of Angust 1819. In the course of bis services, 
Colonel Mackenzie was dangerously wounded; anti 
experienced the loss of vision of an eye. 

July 2ud. At Windsor, Colonel James M*Oer- '' 
mott,latc of the ^*'al CoVt:g>’,Sandbor8t. 

In 'the year 1775j4bi8 ipAitormiis officer Joined the 
20th Regiment, and with them was present through 
the whole of the American Campaign, ftxini the 
relief of Qnebcc, i ntl| their return to England in 
1787. During this'* periud he was ever one ol^iosc 
most actively employed, and his rondnet ou each 
occasion was such as to gain biny the applause 
and esteem of all his superior officers. Op ills re. ' 
turn firom America, at the request of Lord Euston, 
now Duke of Grafton, he disciplined the Wipst 
Suffolk Regiment of Militia, then '< nislug,** in 
such a manner as to draw forth the highest praise 
fhiin His Grace and all who witnessed thefr jpa- 
nocnvftng. In Ninety-four he was appointed' by 
His Royal HighRCSs the Prince of WaVs, A4j«: 
tant to the loth Light Dragoons, very aqoii qfter . 
Comet and Pay-Master.; in 1795, Lieutcfi^^ 
in 1797, he purchased his troop. His conduct ,waA , 
|iich, that on bis quitting the rcgimcQt and the!; 
Staff, <m which during nearly the wholp .of this., 
time he had been serving w£li mostof thqCsiv^y.'j', 
Generals' of the day. His Royal HlghneM , 
grtdonsly pleased to express himself to jhls,.effMt 
' ^That nothing but the services of Cjapf;. 
cnott being required at the Ipfapt EstaU^ihinent. 
ori!teR<4ra»MiUtaiy College, Should tifY^Wuce^; 
liim to part with them, finding them', as itp dhl.«» 
valdkble fb himsdf." In untof. fft Ms rmea, |m 
pnaiemed CaM. M'Dermottl^tb Sn'cl^ifitewm . 
tbe sQperscfi^Onpn which ftaM fils 
ness’s bigbyiMteem and approblRhii'w hit ^fiduct: 
He joined the Royal MWtary CoUege at Marlow 
in lf03, and in 1807, urns appointed Mg)ov and 
Superlntenjant of that Institution. In 1813, he 
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wan proufncd to^ llic rank of |U«nt.-Cu1oiiv4 and 
in 18^ to lliht ;pf Culoiiul. Itc retired from the 
in 1829|L Dailn'^ the protracted {M'riuil of 
hUservle^at 6iat^stal>xtfbmct>t, the upri[;ht, aea- 
toiis^\nd jDiiable cnaracter of Colonel McDermott 
ai^bi^'t^bink ivurprsal reBpect^ndfegard. By 
Ids ImiHediate men^aa well as by the numeroua 
aihi^^aifon of 'CadtLla wbp paai^throagh tlie Col- 
leg<S)^''n\&ny >vltom‘ ndw hpld high rank in the 
a^^c^/bis affectioiiahi re- 

He 'was' followed to t1« io^jru by 
Mi old AoBb^ldtcs at tifkt Tustitntioti. 

'4^f''Baih, Dr. M.,¥)JliW /burgeon, H.N* aged 77. 

XutX t^lh. At Blat'chuigtotij near Seaford^ after 
a jkw day a iUneast Janica Walker, Bsq. Hean* 
Adiuiraf <ff the Rcd,a Vognpanion of thedOrdeg of 
the Batht and a KMght Coniraaftder of the Por- 
tiigncBe Order of the Tower and Sword.* Admiral 
Walker wan a most brave and diBiinguished offi. 
cer, hncT had borne a parl^n a groat nuiiihfr of 
tliDse' actionB which, during tlie last half ceiilury, 
liave so highly exalted the fame of ilie Jlriiish ua\y. 
He was present on tire celebrated I’ith of April 
1782, in the action lietwecn Lont Itodnoy ami* 
the Count de firasse. l^e was present, also, in 
lidrd Howe’s victory on tiN. Ist of June 17M. In 
Lon) Duncan's action olf bampt:nlowii, on the 
nth of October 17117, lie coiirtviiid^tlie Moii> 
ihbnth, and was engaged for an hour and a half 
with two Hhtcli ships of the Iftie, both of which 
yvt*!v compelled to surrender. In cuininaud *uf 
the Ul^ on the 2nd of April ISOl, he shared with 
tIi«l^finmorial Nelson in the dangers and (be glu- 
i4e8 qf .the battle of Copenhagen; and in Ulb Van- 
guard, 111 18C^, Jie cUstilKylshed^ hiiusolf diiiiiij' 
the; tilocicaje of.^t. Dmnii^. as uAlch by Jiis pru- 
dence and humanilyj as on the former occasions he 
had 'don^ by his br.ivcry. In the Bedford, 74, 
he 'had “the honour of escorting t^ Boyal family 
of PbW^gal from fusbon to Bio Janeiro, on which 
occasion tlie Order of the Tower and Bw'oid was 


early age, and having passed tli|vugb\he vat 
rious ranks of Midshipman, f.ieutciiant, aud’Mua- 
ter and ConimandtT in quick succession, ob> 
tained the rank of Captain. June litb, I7i}3, when 
about 25 years of age. At the commencement of 
the war with Uip Frendi Republic, he command- 
ed the Daphne feigatey from whieh he vvas- re- 
moved to the Audromcqa, on .t)ie North Sea ata- 
fiqu. In Jibno 1785, ^e was appointed to- the 
Bombay Castle, 74, which ship w^s wi^oked at 
die ngiutli of the Tagus tlie end of the foUowiug 
^ear. Jn 1788, he was appointed to the Namur, 
a second rate, and afterwanls to the Marlborough, 
74, which ship on the 4tb of November UQO, 

^ struck on a ledge of rocks near Isle Glouat, wheiw 
she hung for several honrs, and was at last a per- 
fect ^wrcck, amt soon aftejj^ souk at he? anchors. 
The officers and t-rew were saved by the Captain, 
74, and a Danish ship in company. On the. 2ih1 
of Januarv, 18U1, a Court Maitial was hcl.1 for the 
loss of bis ship, who decided “ that nd^blaiue was 
attributable ii> Capl. SoiliLby, liis officeisor ship’s 
company for their L-omliii-t on th.it occasion.’* 
Capt. Sotheby was afterwards appointed to the 
ConAgciix, which he coiiiina tided until the ter- 
mination of iho W‘ar. On the Dth of November 
18h5, lie was promolCd to the rank of liear-Ad- 
iniral,and k|uisted hisilag on boaid the Dreadnought 
in 1808,^1 Uie ChanucL fleet, and remained tbere 
ditniig the following year. Another promotiqa 
taxing place 31st of July 1810, he was madd u'^ 
Viee-Aiiuiiral ; and on iHe 10th of July 1821, Air- 
tlier advanced to ^Vdiniral of the Blue. * 

July. Colonel Sir Ralph Hamilton, Knt. ||iNr« 
clias«l a Cornetev in the .I7tb Light Dragoons,' < 
31st of March I7t5, from wlieiico ho irmoved to<-' 
the King's Dragoon Guards. In 1789, be euicred 
the 3rd Foot Ouanls ; and in 1793, at Uio break- 
ing out of the revolutionary war, accompanied the 
first bi igade to the Netherlands ; he served through- 
out that campaign, and was present in all the 


re'vlted, and deferred upon him by the late £m- 
(lei^r' 6f ^raail. The Admiral was on a visit to 
aO ’ifrccIloiiaUi son, who, %» a Lieutenant in the 
uavj^lias'ihc command of the Coast-Giiaitl Station 
af ^B^tchljugtdn, and in liU arms, and those of 
hlii'alllltt^^iady, he expired, in the OTUi year of 
hiS afgfc; ' ’ , ■ 

JuAy l^Ui.^ tn Wimpolc-street, in his 80tb ybar, 
G^;. t^ftu^jf’&klouel of the 9nd Dngoon Guards, 
and'lMirt. bf'lhe Tower. A Memmr of Services 
in.dw nei'/ Nnmber. 

At' Wc^'s ISpd Passage, Chelsea, Mr. Patrick 
« the advanced age of lU, foAcrly 
Fn'r^riit t^Rbyal Navy. He entered the Wavy 
in' tlie year 11^57, and In^hat year assisted in bear- 
iojf '^cn. ‘Wbife off the field at Quebec ; continued 
f ■ferhiea'^oat up to his 90th year; had been 
In^fm^j^-tin geMral engagements, and coiitinned 
to Wt£{tt,A'^y|rX 4^ Period of ,his decease 
thST'Kiy b,D mental and.jiAst pf Ms. 

** M^tiVsrf^Viiaait Robert Cross, ^N. f 
iw HiftbV At Wm Beach, Bssmt* Tliptnas 
White# aged. ,72. 


principal actions which occurred, commencing 
with the attack of the wood of SU Arnaud on the 
8th of May, and ending with the affair of Lauuoi 
on the 29lh of October ; including the six weeks 
siege of Valenciennes, and tbe affair of Lincelles 
on the 18th of August. He made aflurwaixls Uie 
campaign of 1788 in North llsllaiid, as Aklc-de- 
Camp to (he Duke of Q|kMicester, then Prince • 
William Frederick. From the Srd Foot Guards, 
he exchan^bd into the 38^1 Foot, aiiil siibse-> 
(lucntly became MiOnf ot the 71st.# In 1808, he • 
received the brevet of liettU-Colonel, and in 1818 
that of Colonel. 

July Ibth. At W''oglwich, Capt, Arthur .Carter,' 
R.A. agpd 38. 

July |8ili. At Croydon, Llent. S. Drewry,.R.N. 
in his 38th yAr. ■ . i- 

* July 22nd. At Greenwich, Capt. Browcll, Lieu- . 
. 4eiiant-GtBerDq)r'of thp Hospital Grentt- 

wich,, .18 ‘ •" r • 

^ At' FalmoniV# . -Seoth. Fipclcrikk A^sour little 

late of the RacehcMSc.Ao(up-oAwnr#.<lle haddcu-. 
tnrneil to Engja^ in the .]jfympU packet. In oun*-- 
sequence A ilL-h^tlM*.- 
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KEPT AT TIIC onsi RVATORY OP CAPT. W. II. SMYTH, AT nr^U'OlPD. 


lUNE 

1831. 

Sit’4 Him 

Maxim. 

Dtfgret*.. 

L 

1 omelcr 

Minim. 

Oramv 

Raxom. 

IniOiM. 

Atar M. 

Thermo 

Hegreei. 

1 

11 j gram. 
PlUl . 

riuvia- 

invtLi 

Jnehtfb. 

Keapora* 

tor 

Inches. 

e 

Winds dt 3 P.II. 

$ 1 

01*6 

63'4 

30 01 

(>2 0 

4aa 


*152- 

N.N.1S. ligb^^recae. 

% 2 

IIA*S 

60*0 

30 10 

07*0 

:i07 

— 

•200 

N. tight ails, beautiful day. 

9 3 


67*2 

30*13 

00*0 

no ' 

•— 

•130 

N.N.E. light biuccca, ftnp. 

Tj 4 

08*3 

60*0 

30 17 

08*3 

12S 

— 

•230 

N.N.'jS. biecxvs, cloudy. 

0 5 

n 08'4 

68*2 


00*5 

117 

•07.3' 

••'50 

N.lB. v.»rlable to N.W. ’ 

T> 0 

Ob‘2 

56*5 

.30*06 

003 

410 

— 0 

•lid* 

N.N.E. squally, showera. 

$ y 

MUjgM 

56*6 

2n02 

57*4 

44<) 

•020 

•100 

W. by S. light winds. 

^ 8 

002 


20*80 

00*0 

173 

— 

•mo 

3*^N.\V. li(.htuiis.fliieday 

% 0 

il3 0 

017 

20*85 

04*0 

441 

— 

*185 

S.W. iVi sh breezes, squally 

9 10 

00 0 

MB 

20 73 

03*7 

410 

•134 

•190 

iS.W. to \V. fresh bieezos. 

\i 11 

0*«8 

50*0 

20*74 

01-0 

41*> 

— 

•171) 

.S.W. a gale, «|iiiIJy. 

0 12 

(iS8 

01*0 

20*8*2 

68*8 

480 

•211 

*100 

iS.W. light steaily brie/c. 

3 13 

08*8 

02*2 

201)4 

07*7 ,, 

.300 

*280 

•150 

N.W. and W. light \vin*lB. 

5 T 

0<)0 

01*2 

30*07 

0S3 

170 

•Oil 

‘130 

S.31W. li.:ht ails. 


flb*l 

60*8 

,20*83 

01*0 

19.5 1 

— 

•183 

8. to S.W. light win Is. 


00‘t 

00*7 

20*83 


130 

•om 


R.W. light winds, fine day. 


03*6 

5b‘0 

*a0i)2 

■^3k^ 

140 1 

•200 Jr 

•ifff 

K.S.W. tresh brceyts. 


00*7 

00*0 

20 01 

€0*3 

500 1 

1 — 

*153,, 

S.S.B. tredi breeves. 

c J 

€8*2 

58*0 


07*0 

488 1 

1.-232 

•200 

S.S.\V. light breezes. 


083 

67*0 

30*13 

C7*0 

424 1 

— 

•175 

S.W. light breege. Ana dhj 

V S 

70*6 

00*8 



431 

— 

“200 

S.S.W. light Airs, fine* dap. 


70-3 




art'i 

nr 

•100 

W. by S. Irusb br(e 2 tf. 

1 1 

72*1 


00*12 

^1*0 

383 

*100 

*091 

N.K. light airs, cloudy. 


72*2 


2R#tO 

01 0 

123 «. 

•1.30 


w. 'ightfbreete. 

1? »> 

<i3*9 


20*72 

00*7 

175 

•000 

•120 

fef.W. light afis, cloudy. 

0 20 

Ol'O 


20*71 

00*8 

500 

' *570 

1 'OOS 

N. by W. fresh bteczes. 

3 27 

00*2 


20*Sfl 

01 4 

513 

•100 

1 -100 

W.S.W. fhush bieezrs. 

^ 2H 

Ofl 



00*2 

520 

•500 

•f'n 

S.W» light biecaes, qloildy. 

m 

01 2 



01^ 

632 

1 *180 

1 *030 

W. by N. light alra. 

% 30 

00’3 



00*3 

630 

1 

•050 

N.. by E. 11(^1 ain, ciowly. 


On Um lit of June# the bvautifnl plienoiiieiion of an occnltation of Jupiter by the Uoony oceuiwfl. 
I obivi^fcl It Tiillj my large arhioinatic telcscojie, nitiiet very Uvonrabic circtimatancef» aqd ^san OlOfVr 
foie 1 1 tli.it it took place Viituuut any ilistoiUott, iliscoloarrilion, or loss of lights nrhateyer. The uiitkl 
wab r]ooilk‘<«Bf and the weather exceedingly fine. 1 used a powei of llR, and dnrlni; the enwralod 
whiili wa^ picceded by a few acintlllating raya, I conld gicrcrive the Rcgmrnt of the lanar limU 0^*1 
Jnpitvt, cutting ita bcltaSirith a Sne btack line. I'he following arc t^ie tmiesy coucctetlfbr b$ JIk 
aldiial clock. ' h. m. a. * 

Inmicral^n of l(.*a Mcond limb ir 4S Sb‘:;o~>Tnilim*ri'nl, the being low* ' ' 

Dittp 111 {Satellite 17 32 39*76’^BlQggitli at contact. 

Bmersiouof IV 19at«llUe IS sr’ao-tfndiftvicnt obaci\ation. 

JhUo 11 Satdlltfe IS dt bo-Sd-f^ood, bat not inauntaneona. 

Ditto % 'a fliat limb Is SS :tO‘2S«^eeii tbroogb a light ^mae. 

Ditto K *a accouit limb IS SS 12'ltf7<'Tbierab]e. 

Ditto 1 Sauttite JS M SR’40— iSxcelUiit obMivatloli. « 

Ditto 111 SateUite jfS 00^23*20— KxqeUent. 

The month, t^ougli rather ant^.«Mroo^i^(v,' mfspenled a few fine night*, ^and oja 
an occnltation, the littnersilM of vmirb waa oblfe^l bo favougably, that 1 here j^iVe 
cog^^arlaon, in chw any df yon^vioiTeapon^nM were on the look oiif. blueral clock 
’ • ‘ h. Jn. if 6 ‘ * 



yLlbrm 


i Imnimlon 16 00 60*00 — ^Vcr> excellently seen. ti. 

\ EmemAon " " 




^ 10 10 3(^00— Unceitaln to aeveial seconll* 

Tha emerMofl wa» donlfiAii, iVom an accidental dUtm bance,^ the iooi|g(b£. Hfe'povtier aaaO UfOltf 
The iininertion wa* in the daik kmh. 

CreBeent, Bodfewd, ^ 

July let, 1831. ^ ^ * r 

* ,* The iiotial pliioe of otiv^ Noiioeo to Ck)rreBpondents lipin^ pre-ooOMpM^ttulliyM 
os a gcnml apolo^. » ' w” 
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Cadets, education of, 46 
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Cavalry llonid 416 

■* BiitisU on the Peninsula, 59 * fire 
aims of 69 , actions of, 367, 622 
, , — Untisb, m(.nts of, 648 
■■■ ■ piench, their conduct at Waterloo, 

13, 624 

- ' — ■ light, distribution of, 20|/v 

> ■■ — niovementSt icvised, 268 * 

- ■■■ on the emplqvmeittf of, 344 

Ceylon, addres^s and orders on the of rasion 
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Chdiles, King of bpain, his letter to Q leen 
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( hirpenticr, M. work translated by, 369 
Chesapeak, action of, 149 
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Chionometcrs knowledge of, 489 
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Colbert, Oeu 524 
C olonies service in, 343 
Colouis presented to the 30th Regiment, 
265 , tp the 70th Regiment, 420 
CombaC one desenbt d, 479 
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